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We’re just a few days shy of Christmas 

as I jot this final piece of 2025. It’s always 

a time of reflection and as I look back 

there  have certainly been some highs and 

lows through 2025. The sudden passing of 

Johnny Mac was a real low point. He was 

such a character and will be sadly missed. 

Then we also lost the legendary Jim 

Gibbinson. Very much a pioneer of modern 

carp fishing. Then this month Mitch Smith 

sadly left us. From all the team here we 

wish all those families out there who have 

lost someone the very best of wishes.

I’m not one to finish on a sad note. I hope 

you are all enjoying the unseasonably   

mild weather we are having to get out 

there finish your own 2025 season in style.  

In this month’s mag we have lots of tips 

and tricks from some of the best anglers 

around. Be lucky and all the best for 2026!!
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D
on’t forget  to send us your 

pictures and join us in 

celebrat ing your wins.  Our 

Bluebel l  community is  one 

of  a  kind -  the support , team work and 

camaraderie for  one another  is  one we 

are proud of.We’ l l  share here on our page 

for  over  30,000 of  our  fo l lowers to cheer 

you on and see what’s  real ly  happening 

at  Bluebel l . 
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TAYLOR’S LEAD 
LOUNGE CLOSING

A
fter much 

r e f l e c t i o n , 

we’ve made the 

di f f icult  decis ion 

to move on to new horizons. 

We’re incredibly grateful 

for  your support  over  the 

years -  i t ’s  meant the world 

to our  family.As a heart fe l t 

thank-you, we’re of fer ing a 

25% sitewide discount www.

taylors leadlounge.co.uk
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R
obertsons f ishing 

tackle c loses 

i t ’s  doors.  We’ve 

come to the end 

of  the l ine!  I t  is  with great 

sadness that  i  wi l l  be c losing 

robertsons f ishing tackle 

on december 6th.  Please 

accept my apologies for  the 

sudden closure, this  is  due to 

increasing pressures on the 

business and sudden family 

bereavement.  We love you al l , 

team robbos!

We’ve come to the end 

of  the l ine!  I t  is  with great 

sadness that  i  wi l l  be c losing 

robertsons f ishing tackle 

on december 6th.  Please 

accept my apologies for  the 

sudden closure, this  is  due to 

increasing pressures on the 

business and sudden family 

bereavement. 

SHOCKLEADER

ROBERTSON’S 
TACKLE 
CLOSING DOWN
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WANT TO 
IMPROVE YOUR 
FISHERY?

W
ant to improve 

your f ishery? 

You could create 

better  habitats , 

enhance faci l i t ies for  anglers 

or  protect  your stocks f rom 

the impacts of  prolonged dry 

weather.  Backed by f ishing 

l icence income, the Fisheries 

Improvement Programme 

(FIP)  opens on Monday 1st 

December.  Angl ing clubs and 

f isher ies are encouraged to 

submit  projects proposals 

which the EA may be able to 

provide some funding support . 

Find out more: https://

angl ingtrust .net
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F
antastic amount 

raised again this  year 

at  Fr imley charity 

event in aid of  Phyl is 

Tuckwel l  hospice.  From Mark 

and Lorraine Fisher  and al l 

the team, we thank each and 

every one of  you that  helped 

to make this  possible.

PHYLIS 
TUCKWELL 
HOSPICE NEWS
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GOODZ WAY
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A
t Goodz Carpbaits, 

we haven’t just 

made another 

bait… we’ve 

completely redesigned how bait 

should be made.Unlike traditional 

bait companies that are forced to 

design their base mixes to suit 

high-speed factory machines, we 

flipped the process on its head. 

We built bespoke machines that 

form bait specifically around what 

carp need, not what machines 

demand.

• Full HNV food-source baits

• Little to no binding products

• Rolled on specially designed 

slow-forming machines

• Built to lock in ingredients for 

longer during formation

This means our baits are 

designed for the digestive 

system of carp first – not to 

survive mass production lines.

We’ve also developed a unique 

cooking process that lightly 

binds the natural food fibres, 

keeping structure to a minimum 

while retaining valuable soluble 

attractors and nutrients. This 

helps carp digest our bait easier 

while still boosting leakage and 

attraction in the water.While other 

companies are still designing 

baits to suit their machines.

We design machines to suit our 

bait!! This isn’t evolution. This is 

revolution.
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PHIL BRAUN JOINS 
THE ESP TEAM

W
e are very 

del ighted to 

announce that 

Phi l  Braun  has 

jo ined the ESP team. Phi l  is 

wel l  known in the big f ish 

scene and has a very unique 

prof i le : As a travel ing angler 

based out of  Germany, he 

f ishes some of  the UK’s most 

demanding circuit  waters – and 

has been for  the past  20 years. 

P laces l ike Conningbrook, 

Nunnery Lakes, Burghf ie ld and 

more recent ly  the Linch Hi l l 

Complex in Oxfordshire, are 

where Phi l  has f ished his  UK 

campaigns and caught some 

stunning carp over  the years.

As a specimen hunter  Phi l 
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l ikes to f ish other  countr ies 

and for  other  species as wel l 

–  a l though carp is  his  f i rst 

and main love, especial ly 

o ld Engl ish ones.Phi l  is  a 

psychologist  by trade and 

works as a university lecturer 

and leadership coach on 

topics around mental  health 

and personal  development.  He 

has a phi losophical  out look on 

current  t rends in society and a 

deep knowledge of  our  angl ing 

world which is  br i l l iant ly 

expressed through his  writ ing. 

Check out Phi l ’s  art ic le  in 

the new @subsurface_journal 

Submag 4.We look forward to 

partner ing with Phi l  and can’t 

wait  to start  some excit ing 

media projects together : 

especial ly  a  f i lm to cover  his 

angl ing story.X

Here’s  what Phi l  had to say: 

“I ’m honoured to jo in ESP, our 

ethos has always been very 

c lose as ESP encapsulates the 

big carp spir i t , a  proper o ld 

school  brand with a modern 

twist , i t  feels  so good for  me 

to jo in a team of  anglers  that 

I  admire and here’s  to the 

future!”
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WINGERWORTH
LIDO FISHING 
BAN OVERTURNED

A
fter months of 
backlash and pressure, 
the Derbyshire 
Council has admitted 

an oversight on the ban 
they implemented on the 
Wingerworth Lido.

Fishing will now resume on an 
interim basis, which has been 
hailed as a success story, while 
providing a strong statement 
to any other councils looking 
to ban angling that it will  not 
be taken lightly.

As well as those involved 

from the Countryside Alliance, 
Big Duffs Fishing and the 
Angling Trust we want to 
thank each and every angler 
who shared our posts, signed 
the original petition and 
completed questionnaires, 
as without the support, who 
knows what outcome may have 
been reached.

It just shows that despite the 
negativity we see in angling 
towards one another at times  if 
we all stick together as we should, 
just want can be achieved! 
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NITEWATCHES.COMNITEWATCHES.COM

TRITIUM
ILLUMINATION

SAPPHIRE
CRYSTAL

5 YEAR
WARRANTY

SWISS-MADE
MOVEMENT

Exclusive to readers of Big Carp, save over £85 when buying a MX10 Jungle on rubber strap,
using code ‘BIGCARP25’ at checkout. Was £350 - Now £262.50! Valid unti l 31st January 2026.

Made with quality Swiss-made components and super bright triti um illuminated our watches are designed 
to be worn doing what you love. Make one part of your kit for all your fi shing adventures.

TIME TO FISH - DAY OR NIGHT
ESSENTIAL KIT FOR SERIOUS ANGLERS

MX10 JUNGLEMX10 JUNGLEMX10 JUNGLEMX10 JUNGLE

SAVEOVER£85

EXCLUSIVE BIG CARP READERS OFFER

25% OFF
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WELCOME TO 
PARKFIELD, 
EDDY STOCKER

P
arkfield would l ike 

welcome big f ish 

angler Eddy Stocker 

to the team! For 

years and years Eddy has 

been one of Wirrals main BIG 

carp anglers, with success al l 

over the country f ishing carp 

matches and chasing some of 

the nicest f ish this country 

has to offer! Loaded with 

advice and expert knowledge, 

Eddy has now joined the team 

here at Parkfield.  We welcome 

anyone to pop down for a chat, 

whether its r igs, tactics, bait  or 

just general  knowledge Eddy 

is more than happy to help al l! 

You wil l  f ind Eddy behind the 

counter for now every Sunday 
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N
ite watch  comp 

winner  Wayne 

Gr i f f i ths  f rom 

N o r t h a m p t o n 

was  b lown away  when 

th is  fantas t ic  watch 

was  de l ive red  in  t ime 

fo r  Chr i s tmas .  He 

sa id  “  the  watch 

i s  superb, thank 

you  so  much” .

I f  you 

ente red  the 

c o m p e t i t i o n 

and  were  not 

so  lucky  as 

Wayne  but  a re 

s t i l l  in te res ted 

in  get t ing 

a  watch  fo r 

yourse l f, check 

out  the  spec ia l  readers  o f fe r 

in  th i s  i ssue  o f  B ig  Carp 

NITE WATCH
COMPETITION
WINNER

where  Ni te  o f fe rs  B ig  Carp 

readers  a  spec ia l  l ow pr ice ! ! !
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C AVID

SCREEN 
HOUSE
XT 
COMPACT

I
deal for anglers wanting a larger 

1-person bivvy with increased space 

and headroom Can also be used as 

a 2-person bivvy quick-up fast-

erect frame poles to reduce set-up time. 

Improved zip-off tunnel porch giving you 

full coverage from the elements. Ideal to be 

used as a large 2-person shelter. Perfect as 

a social hub during your session. 10,000mm 

hydrostatic head Khaki fabric. Roof has 

blackout fabric reducing light penetration. 

Keeps you cooler during hot weather. Full-

size mosquito mesh panels for improved 

airflow. Finished in our distortion camo 

pattern. 3-way rear window featuring solid 

infill, PVC and mosquito mesh. 4 heavy-
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TAC-TEC

Big Carp  29

duty corner blocks with guy 

rope carabiner attachments. 

2-way heavy-duty guy ropes 

for increased strength during 

testing conditions. Side door 

configuration allows bivvies to 

be positioned on the shelter. 

Supplied with a groundsheet, 

heavy-duty carry bag, guy ropes 

and pegs

• RRP: £399.99

• www.avidcarp.com



L
ooks l ike  the  wet 

weather  is  here  to 

s tay.  Fed up o f  a l l 

your  gear  gett ing 

wet  through and caped in 

mud? Why not  look  at  the 

EVA range o f  bags , fu l ly 

TAC-TEC

BigCarp 30

WYCHWOOD
EVA LUGGAGE 
RANGE

waterproof  and wipe c lean. 

You can l i tera l ly  d ip  them in 

the  margin  and wipe them of f 

before  you throw the back on 

the  barrow. 

•  f rom £10 to  £50

• www.wychwoodcarp.co .uk
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E
SP QuickDraw 

Brol ly’s  wi l l  be 

back in stock ear ly 

January!  Avai lable 

in 52” & 58”, suppl ied with the 

unique design Mozzy Drape, 4 

storm poles, mini  detachable 

groundsheet, 8  pegs and outer 

ESP QUICKDRAW
BROLLY

bag.

We keep gett ing asked when 

they wi l l  be back in stock as 

quite a few people missed out 

on the init ia l  launch.  Not long 

to wait  now!

• www.esp-carpgear.com

• £189.99 and £199.99



TAC-TEC

BigCarp 32

E
SP QuickDraw 

Brol ly’s  wi l l  be 

back in stock ear ly 

January!  Avai lable 

in 52” & 58”, suppl ied with the 

unique design Mozzy Drape, 4 

storm poles, mini  detachable 

groundsheet, 8  pegs and outer 

ESP QUICKDRAW
BROLLY

bag.

We keep gett ing asked when 

they wi l l  be back in stock as 

quite a few people missed out 

on the init ia l  launch.  Not long 

to wait  now!

• www.esp-carpgear.com

• £189.99 and £199.99

TAC-TEC

Big Carp  33

TAC-TEC

Big Carp  33

O
u r  W S  B a s i s  j a c k e t 

i s  t h e  l a t e s t  i n 

a  l i n e  o f  w a d i n g 

j a c k e t s  d e v e l o p e d 

s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  c o a s t a l 

f i s h i n g.  T h e  W S  B a s i s  i s  b o r n 

w i t h  t h e  s a m e  r o b u s t n e s s 

a s  o u r  l u x u r y  m o d e l s .  I t 

c a r r i e s  t h e  w e l l - k n o w n  D NA 

o f  t h e  W S  j a c k e t s : d u r a b i l i t y, 

w a t e r p r o o f n e s s  a n d 

GEOFF 
ANDERSON WS 
BASIS JACKET

r e l i a b i l i t y  –  a s  k n o w n  f r o m 

t h e  f i r s t  W S  j a c k e t  p r o d u c e d 

b a c k  i n  1 9 9 8 . 

The  WS Bas is  does  not 

compromise on qual i ty.  But 

we have opted out of  a  number 

of  detai ls , so you can now get 

a rock-sol id f ishing partner  at 

an af fordable pr ice.

• www.geoffanderson.com

•  €299.99



TAC-TEC

BigCarp 34

U
pgrade your bankside 

organisation with 

the Ruggage 40 

Litre Rucksack & 

Accessory Case Bundle The 

Ruggage 40L Rucksack includes 

four accessory cases, all fitting 

neatly inside for a clean, grab-

and-go setup. With lumbar 

support, padded adjustable 

straps, and five double-zipped 

RIDGEMONKEY
RUGGAGE 40L 
BUNDLE

external pockets, it’s ideal 

when barrowing isn’t an option. 

Featuring a magnetic EVA 

moulded utility tray for tying 

rigs, internal mesh pockets, 

tough Hydropel 1680D water-

resistant fabric, and a wipe-

clean PVC base - this rucksack 

is built for serious anglers.

www.ridgemonkey.co.uk

£129.99



TAC-TEC

BigCarp 34

U
pgrade your bankside 

organisation with 

the Ruggage 40 

Litre Rucksack & 

Accessory Case Bundle The 

Ruggage 40L Rucksack includes 

four accessory cases, all fitting 

neatly inside for a clean, grab-

and-go setup. With lumbar 

support, padded adjustable 

straps, and five double-zipped 
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B
uilt for  re l iabi l i ty, 

compat ib i l i ty, and 

sty le  — the Stabi l ize 

Boat  L i f t ing Hook 

f rom Angl ing Technics  is  a 

premium accessory  des igned 

to  make boat  handl ing 

e f for t less .

Prec is ion-engineered f rom 

A.T. BAITBOAT 
LIFTER

high-grade a luminium.  Hard 

b lack  anodised f in ish  for 

maximum durabi l i ty  and 

corros ion res is tance.  Custom 

coloured s ight  caps  and screw 

for  a  s leek , modern look .

•  w w w . a n g l i n g t e c h n i c s .

myshopi fy.com

• £19.99
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N
ot Just a Pair  of 

Scissors.  Our a l l -

in-one scissors 

pack a ser ious 

punch.Featuring a smal l  & 

large coating str ipper, two 

loop pul lers , a  hook pul ler, 

and even a magnet in the 

handle to help you grab hooks 

or  swivels  f rom t ight  spots 

EVOLVE 
ANGLING RIG
SCISSORS

in  your tackle box.And of 

course… our double-serrated 

steel  blades s l ice through the 

toughest  mater ia ls  with ease.

Why carry a load of  separate 

tools  when you can have them 

al l  bui l t  into one?

Less clutter.  Smarter  product.

• www.evolvetackle.com

• RRP: £9.99
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CATCH REPORTS

Ian Craigie recent ly  f ished at  his  syndicate lake, banking a 
number of  f ish topped by a new PB and complex recoird in the 
shape of  this  brute of  a  common at  48lb 12oz!

COMPLEXCOMPLEX
RECORDRECORD

BigCarp 38

SEND YOUR CATCH 
REPORTS IN TO
bigcarpmagazine@hotmail.com
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LOCALLOCAL
LUNKERLUNKER

CATCH REPORTS
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A couple of  nights ago my dream of  a  local  biggun became real i ty 
in the form of  this  55lber.

Ben Watson with probably one of  the best  in the midlands and i t 
t ipped the scales at  an impressive 49lb on the nose.

PBPB
ALERT!!ALERT!!
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BIRCHBIRCH
BONANZABONANZA
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Richard Delooze l ived out every carp angler ’s  dream during a recent 
72-hour session on Birch Lake at  Old Mil l  Lakes, smashing his  PB 
not  once, not  twice, but  three t imes in less than 12 hours!  Richard 
recorded an incredible ta l ly  of  f ish, including Scar  at  50lb 12oz and 
Veiny at  50lb 8oz, which he backed up with a 44lb 10oz common and 
a 35lb 12oz mirror, p lus three smal ler  f ish.
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Richard Delooze l ived out every carp angler ’s  dream during a recent 
72-hour session on Birch Lake at  Old Mil l  Lakes, smashing his  PB 
not  once, not  twice, but  three t imes in less than 12 hours!  Richard 
recorded an incredible ta l ly  of  f ish, including Scar  at  50lb 12oz and 
Veiny at  50lb 8oz, which he backed up with a 44lb 10oz common and 
a 35lb 12oz mirror, p lus three smal ler  f ish.
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ROCKYROCKY
5353

Andre Ki l le  with what has 
now become Wraysbury’s 
second largest  resident, a 
mirror  known as Rocky’s 
Revenge, at  an al l - t ime 
high 53lb 14oz

A new UK 
pb 58lb 6oz 
for   Robert 
Crowson

NEW NEW 
PBPB
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Of course, locat ion in winter  is  paramount and this  campaign 
was no di f ferent .  Once I ’d establ ished the holding areas and 
patrol  routes, I  could set  t raps accordingly.  The f ish would 
work their  way through the deeper gul ley’s  between the 
shal low bars, moving f rom one set  of  reed to another  through 
the course of  the day, often fo l lowing the sunl ight . 

Having bait  and r igs in place for  the per iods they’d be 
moving was essentia l , with the major i ty  of  bites coming 
from mid-morning to ear ly  afternoon.  Smal l  patches of  bait 
(5  spombs)  of  easi ly  digest ible food (hemp, corn, crumb and 
naturals)  could often produce three bites in a day.

Rig wise, due to a leader ban, I  opted to f ish 18lb Kontour 
straight through to a Lead Cl ip, keeping vis ibi l i ty  to a 
minimum in the clear  water.  Rigs were combi r igs, made 
f rom 20lb IQ2, connected to 18lb Supernatural  with a s ize 4 
Kamakura Wide Gape, in which I  preferred a bait  with l i t t le 
buoyancy on the clean si l t

PERFECTPERFECT
STARTSTART

CATCH REPORTS
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CATCH REPORTS

SIMMO SIMMO 
INNITINNIT

Essex  Manors  B ig  s immo came out  to  Bre t t 
Hudson  a t  a  whopping  56 lb  8oz  we l l  done  Bre t t .

Congratu la t ions  to  Ben jamin  Ph i l l ips  on  h is  new PB, 
K ingsmead’s  Scar red  Mi r ro r  a t  a  we ight  o f  53 lb

SCARREDSCARRED
FOR LIFEFOR LIFE
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What  a  way  to  end  the  summer!  Land ing  our  b iggest  res ident 
a t  a  whopping  63 lb  6oz .  Topp ing  o f f  a  mega  season  fo r  Dave. 

Ja red  “coops” Cooper  wi th  a  s tunn ing  45 lb+

WINGHAM WINGHAM 
WHACKERWHACKER

SUPERSUPER
COOPERCOOPER
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I t  tu rned  in to  a  d ream s ta r t  to  December  fo r  Per ry 
A labaste r, when  he  v i s i ted  the  Monks  P i t  synd icate 
th i s  week , as  he  got  h i s  hands  on  one  o f  the  l ake ’s 
40-pounders  that  had  evaded  h im.Fo l lowing  a  qu ie t  n ight 
in  h i s  f i r s t -cho ice  swim, Per ry  woke  to  d r i zz ly  ra in  and  a 
f resh  souther ly  wind  –  enough  reason  to  up  s t icks .  Pe r ry 
dep loyed  h is  go- to  approach : PB  waf te rs  nes t led  ins ide 
so l id  bags  o f  Cray f i sh  Min i  Mix  pe l l e ts . Jus t  in to  darkness , 
Pe r ry  was  s ta r ing  down a t  an  abso lu te  un i t , the  coveted 
Doub le  F, a  ca rp  he ’d  long  hoped  to  c ross  o f f  h i s  h i t  l i s t .
Even  bet te r, th i s  one  marked  a  b ig  mi les tone, tak ing  h is 
ta l l y  o f  d i f f e rent  UK fo r t ies  to  a  s tagger ing  65!

DREAM STARTDREAM START
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STUBLES’ STUBLES’ 
HAULHAUL
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A great  session on Essex Manor for  Mark Stubles taking 5 f ish, 
45.12, 44.04, 39.07, 34.05, 34.02, def inite ly  made the f reezing 
temperatures more bearable!



CATCH REPORTS

LONGREACH LUNKERLONGREACH LUNKER

I  started the campaign in mid September to f ish Longreach 
and try to target  the 3 wel l  known carp that  swim in this 
amazing venue.My plan was to f ish through the autumn and 
bui ld up a feel  for  the venue and map out some areas and 
gather  knowledge which might give me an opportunity later 
down the l ine.  Never did I  expect to catch 1 of  the 3 so ear ly 
in the campaign but that  become real i ty  last  week.Starburst 
at  a  top weight of  53.10lb

BigCarp 52
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CATCH REPORTS

SLICE OFSLICE OF
LUCKLUCK

When I  saw the length of  this  carp and those big apple s l ice 
scales as she rol led a few meters f rom the bank I  held my breath 
unti l  she was soon mine!  Happy days

OLD AS OLD AS 
THE HILLSTHE HILLS

BigCarp 53

Made up with this  one, my f i rst  f ish and a personal  best  f rom my 
Berkshire syndicate 51.6 of  o ld Engl ish common carp”
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SCOTT’S GOT A SCOTT’S GOT A 
FLOPPY ONEFLOPPY ONE

The Floppy Tai l  Lin just  over  43lb!!!  for  Scott  Lloyd
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SWAN SWAN 
SONGSONG

Circle scale, Swan Lake 45.8 
banger for  Kieran Oakley

Big Carp 56

Marcus Clark with 
one of  the best!

BIG PITBIG PIT
BANGERBANGER
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C-SCALEC-SCALE
SUCCESSSUCCESS

Rick Wil leatts  with  ‘C-Scale’ 
weighing an impressive 46lb 12oz. 

SEND YOUR CATCH 
REPORTS IN TO
bigcarpmagazine@hotmail.com

Big Carp 57
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DARREN’SDARREN’S
BELTERBELTER

Big Carp 58

Congratulat ions to Darren Belton on the capture 
of  a  new lake record weighing in at  53lb 4oz

Darren Ear l  with 
the big common at 
46lb

EARL’SEARL’S
COMMONCOMMON
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Congratulat ions to Darren Belton on the capture 
of  a  new lake record weighing in at  53lb 4oz

Darren Ear l  with 
the big common at 
46lb

EARL’SEARL’S
COMMONCOMMON
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ZAMORA with 
this  insane 44lb 
7oz f rom the dream 
making Grenvi l le

BACKBACK
OF THEOF THE
NETNET

Jo Higginson 
has smashed the 
B2 lake record 
with this  massive 
49lb 15oz mirror!!

B2 RECORDB2 RECORD
SMASHEDSMASHED
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URBANURBAN
50!!50!!

R o y  P e n m a n  w i t h 
t h e  l a k e  r e c o r d  5 0 l b 
2 o z  m i r r o r

B1’S NEWB1’S NEW
5050

D a v i d  L e e  h a s  l a n d e d  B 1 ’s  s e c o n d  5 0 
a t  5 0 l b  6 o z  m i r r o r ! ! 
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Many wil l  know that  locat ion is  key at  a l l  t imes when out 
on the bank, more so than ever  during the colder  months. 
Danny Mart in proved just  that  over  the weekend!

Opting to init ia l ly  f ish Peg 2 for  48 hours, i t  was soon known 
to him that  the f ish just  were not  in the peg.  After  f inal ly 
seeing a show down in f ront  of  Peg 5 (potentia l ly  the only 
show seen al l  weekend) , he opted for  a  quick move for  his 
last  night.

This  proved extremely successful  as the next  24 hours see 
him land 8 f ish to 42lb 6oz, including 4 over  the 30lb barr ier! 

LOCATION IS KEYLOCATION IS KEY
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STAGGSTAGG
BAGSBAGS
47!!47!!

A n  a w e s o m e  C h u r c h  M i r r o r  t i p p i n g  t h e 
s c a l e s  a t  4 7 l b  2 o z  f o r  L e n n y  S t a g g 

Big Carp 13
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NIGHT TIME NIGHT TIME 
PHOTOGRAPHY PHOTOGRAPHY 

BigCarp 67

EXCLUSIVE

A
s autumn 

transit ions into 

winter, the 

carp’s  feeding 

habits  wi l l  usual ly  a  switch 

to the hours of  darkness 

which in turn, can mean night 

photography becomes an 

essentia l  ski l l .  Ben Al len, our 

lead photographer at  Korda 

HQ runs through his  t ips for 

improved night shots.

Camera Sett ings – I ’ l l  a lways 

have my camera set  to manual 

mode.  That way, I  know 

exact ly  what I ’m asking my 

camera to do.  A good start ing 

point  would be F4, 1/100, 

IS0200 with a white balance 

of  around 4700k.

Flash & Light Sources -  I  use 

a Canon Speedl i te  400EXii i 

and have i t  set  to TTL mode. 

This  is  an auto sett ing that 



EXCLUSIVE

BigCarp 68

enables the camera and f lash 

to communicate and achieve 

correct  exposure.  I  have my 

f lash pointing up at a 45-degree 

angle and use a di f fuser, this 

wi l l  help e l iminate glare on 

the f ish.  Another  thing I  do is 

shine a headtorch or  s imi lar 

onto the subject , helping the 

camera focus on the subject 

( the carp, NOT the angler ) .

Body & Lens -  I  use a Canon 

R5 with a 50mm lens for  f lash 

shots.  This  focal  length gives a 

nice even exposure throughout 

the image, which is  what you 

are looking for.  Wider  angle 

lenses can overexpose the f ish 

as the camera is  a  lot  c loser  to 

the subject , so I  would avoid 

using these.

Location -  Look for 

somewhere that  of fers  a  f lat , 

sol id backdrop;  t rees, bushes, 

reeds for  example, this wil l  help 

bounce the f lash and l ight  the 
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image.  Have some separat ion 

between the subject  and the 

background, this  wi l l  make the 

subject  stand out.  Without a 

backdrop, you’ l l  end up with a 

completely black background 

behind the subject .

Self-Takes - All  of  the above 

sti l l  apply, you wil l  just need 

an intervalometer and a 

tr ipod to mount the camera 

to.  An intervalometer al lows 

you to set how many images 

the camera wil l  take, and at 

what interval, (some cameras 

have this setting built  in)  For 

the f lash to reload, I  would 

recommend about 5 seconds 

between shots.

Editing - Using apps such as 

Lightroom or Photoshop can 

really enhance your night shots. 

Upping shadows, reducing 

highlights and adding a small 

amount of contrast are good 

starting points.
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THE THE 
SHARPSHARP

END END 

BigCarp 73

EXCLUSIVE

I
’ve been  sharp ing  my 

hooks  now ever  s ince 

the  f i r s t  techn iques 

and  mater ia l s  became 

ava i lab le  to  do  so , when  done 

we l l , I ’ ve  a lways  be l ieved  i t 

to  be  a  b ig  edge.  I ’m not  a  fan 

o f  a  h igh ly  sharpened  hook 

where  a  lo t  o f  mate r ia l  has 

been  taken  away  to  c reate 

an  u l t ra - f ine  po in t , much 

pre fe r r ing  a  ‘ l ight ’  touch  and 

jus t  enough  to  sh i f t  the  hook 

f rom the  out  o f  the  packet 
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sharpness  to  someth ing  wi th 

a  s t ick ie r, super  sharp  touch 

that  wi l l  g rab  a t  the  s l ightes t 

oppor tun i ty.  I  a im fo r  jus t  3 /4 

s t rokes  on  each  s ide  o f  the 

po in t , and  the  same on  the  top 

face, remov ing  as  l i t t l e  o f  the 

‘meat ’  o f  the  po in t  as  I  can  to 

get  that  need le-sharp  po in t 

I ’m look ing  fo r.  The  main 

i ssue  where  rea l  ca re  needs 

to  be  taken  when  sharpen ing 

hooks  i s  when  tak ing  mul t ip le 

cas ts  to  get  a  r ig  on  a  spot 

-  sharpened  hooks  a re  a  lo t 

more  suscept ib le  to  ‘d ink ing ’ 

than  out  o f  the  packet  ones 

and  i t ’s  essent ia l  to  check 

the  po in t  a f te r  every  s ing le 

cas t .  I f  you  don’t  sharpen 

care fu l l y, o r  a ren ’t  con f ident 

to  do  so , a  much  bet te r  opt ion 

i s  to  use  them s t ra ight  f rom 

the  packet , o r  a  Kamakura .
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Val Dore Lakes

Experience the

FREE BROCHURE  : 
Call evening 

00 33 608 109 134
english spoken

or email us : contact@valdore.com

CARP AVERAGE
WEIGHT  :  30 lb

CARPS up to  74 lb ...!

W E B  :  W W W . V A L D O R E . C O M
email : contact@valdore.com

- £ 255 / angl / week
- 6 lakes - 60 acres
- 24 tons of carp
- Restaurant / Bar
- Wi昀 - Elect on swim
- Carpark on  all swims
- Log cabins
- Tackle shop

big carp venue
in northern
France Only 1 hr 1/2

from Calais !

RestaurantTackle shopCabins

90 MILES
FROM CALAIS

ONLINE

BOOKING

 AVAILABLE
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A 
few issues back 

I  documented 

my enforced 

posit ion of 

having to f ish overnighters due 

to new work commitments. 

I t  panned out wel l  as I  didnt 

have to leave too ear ly  in the 

morning and often caught 

within an hour of  having 

to go to work.  I ’d be ly ing 

though i f  I  said near ly  10 

weeks of  overnighters had 

not  taken their  to l l  on me 

both physical ly  and mental ly. 

Lucki ly  spawning t ime came 

ear ly  and that  seemed a good 

t ime to have a break and 

regroup. 

As is  typical  of  many venues 

spawning was sporadic and 

dragged out for  a  couple of 

months.  Our part icular  lake 

doesn’t  shut but does have 

the pol icy of  not  f ishing near 

any spawning act ivity.  I  did 

do a couple of  sessions in this 

t ime not  real ly  because I  was 

dying to go f ishing but more 

over  I  couldn’t  be arsed to 

dr ive home in a l l  the traf f ic. 

The lake was moody though 

and the re launch of  Sharp 

Tackle was taking up more 

and more t ime and I  fe l t  out 

of  touch with the lake. 
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The summer came and with 

i t  a  massive algae bloom. I 

know many lakes suf fered this 

with the extended summer we 

had.  The lake turned almost 

a  luminous green colour  -  i t 

looked sick and didnt inspire 

any conf idence in gett ing a 

bite.  I  know the f ish are pretty 

much unaffected, indeed they 

can just  swim around gulping 

a highly nutr i t ious soup al l 

day, so my thinking was why 

would they want boi l ies and 

pel lets? I  could wait .  So I 

p lanned an autumn assault . 

The algae bloom dragged on 

and on.  The weed got  heavier 

and heavier  and there were 

very few f ishing the lake 

through the hot  summer.  There 

was very l i t t le  information to 

base any ‘assault ’  on.  Many 

swims were almost  unf ishable 

due to the weed that  had 

gathered in f ront  of  the swims 

-  often stretching out 20y.  The 

modern angler  has got  lazy 

in my opinion.  I ’m one of  the 

only 100 members who carr ies 

a proper weed rake and I ’m 

not afraid to use i t .  But  part 

of  me knew my ef forts  would 

probably reward others -  such 

is  the often cruel  nature of 

carp f ishing.  Ef fort  does not 

a lways equal  reward where 

carp f ishing is  concerned. 

Needless to say the carp were 

loving the areas of  f loor  to 

cei l ing weed.  They sat  in there 

for  weeks with only the odd 

capture here and there.  I  t r ied 

clear ing a couple of  areas but 

within a matter  of  hours they’d 

closed up and were back to 

being unf ishable.  I  could see 

that  the autumn was going to 

be tr icky at  best .

Time was cracking on.  I t  was 

now the gett ing towards the 

end of  August  and the water 

was st i l l  green but def inite ly 

less toxic looking.  A spel l  of 

low pressure was due and I  fe l t 

there was a chance of  a  bite 

f rom one of  the deeper areas 

of  the lake.  My carpy senses 

proved me r ight  and the f i rst 

overnighter  saw a 22lb l inear 
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i t  k icked me in the teeth for 

the next  couple of  weeks.  I t 

went real ly  moody again.  A 

few more were now f ishing 

but there were only odd bites 

around the lake.  Nothing 

that  would suggest  the carp 

were preferr ing one area over 

another.  There were st i l l  some 

large beds of  weed and they 

were probably just  sat  in them 

happy as Larry. 

When the f ishing goes l ike 

this  I  tend to plot  up around 

on the bank.  I  was back again 

2 nights later  and this  t ime a 

24lb mirror  and 13lb stockie 

came my way.  So far  so good. 

Back again and another chunky 

20 and a 26lb ful ly  graced the 

net .  I  was back that  night and 

landed another  20lb mirror  

and an 18lb common. I  ro l led 

on doing another  overnighter 

and had two more mirrors  of 

20lb and 19lb.  Not a bad start 

to the ‘autumn assault ’ .  Then, 

as carp f ishing often does, 
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the middle of  the lake.  I  can 

then see as much of  i t  as 

possible and just  hope to see 

something worth moving to. 

After  near ly  3  weeks of  blanks 

came a breakthrough.  A 22lb 

mirror  f inal ly  saw its  way into 

my net .  Nothing was real ly 

showing at  a l l .  I  was re lying 

on a bit  i f  intuit ion and a lot 

of  luck.  A few days later  and 

I  t r ied my luck in the top bay. 

Some f ish had been seen there 

but i t ’s  a  pretty deep bowl and 

the weather  didnt real ly  suit 

i t .  I  opted to f ish on the top 

of  the drop of f  in  around 5ft  of 

water  and I  was very thankful 

for  the 21lb mirror  that  came 

my way.  I  did a couple more 

overnighters in the bay but 

I  should have moved back to 

the middle area as i t  did a 

couple of  bites whi le  I  was in 

there.  They dont tend to hang 

around in the bay for  long.  3 
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overnighters was too long. 

A few days later  I  was back in 

the middle area of  the lake.  The 

night passed quiet ly  but  just 

after  f i rst  l ight  I  had a take and 

immediately I  knew this  was 

probably better  than the low 

twenties I ’d been catching.  A 

s low dogged f ight .  No speedy 

runs.  Just  steady power and 

big nods on the rod.  The carp 

got  weeded up sol id.  The boat 

was only a couple of  swims up 

so I  put  the rod back on the 

alarm on a fa i r ly  t ight  c lutch 

and went to get  i t .  Once in 

the boat  with the rod, I  s lowly 

pul led mysel f  out  out  to the 

sol id mass.  I  couldn’t  feel  any 

s igns of  a  carp.  Once direct ly 

above the weed I  s lackened of f 

the clutch, put  the rod down 

and started peel ing away the 

weed from the braid.  S lowly I 

l i f ted the braid and then the 

leader knot appeared.  St i l l  no 

s ign of  a  carp.  I  peeled more 

weed of f  and l i f ted more of  the 

leader.  Suddenly the leader 

was yanked from my hand 

and I  saw the back of  a  carp 

shoot out  f rom the weed in the 

direct ion of  a  another  weed 

bed.  I  wound down and pul led 

the boat  over  to the new weed 

bed.  Same process.  S lowly l i f t 

and remove the weed.  Again I 

got  hal f  way down the leader 

and the carp took of f  again.

This t ime I  kept the leader in 

my hand and opted to see i f 

I  could hand l ine the carp in. 

I ’ve often found this  easier 

in a boat , part icular ly  when 

you’re at  c lose quarters .  I  got  a 

better  look at  the carp and fe l t 

my init ia l  feel ing of  i t  being 

one of  the better  ones might 

have been a l i t t le  premature - 

typical  -  a l l  this  agro for  low 

twenty.  My handl ining was 

gaining the upper hand and 

after  about 15minutes out  in 

the boat  I  handl ined the carp 

into the net .  Got you you l i t t le 

bastard!!

I t  wasn’t  unti l  I ’d paddled 

back to my swim that  I  not iced 

the large cream bel ly  poking 

out f rom the s ides of  the dark 
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back -  ‘Oh hel lo’ .  Maybe I 

was r ight .   Indeed I  was, as I 

l i f ted her  onto the mat on the 

pontoon.  Def inite ly  going to 

go close to 30 I  thought.  The 

scales conf i rmed i t  -  33lb 4oz. 

A carp named Yahoo at  her  best 

weight.  An absolute cracker  of 

a  carp too.  I  was wel l  chuffed. 

That made up for  the past  few 

weeks of  blanks and I  went to 

work with a smile on my face.

I t  was now the last  week 

of  October.  The previous 

couple of  weeks were back to 

scratching for  a  bite with only 

a couple of  doubles for  my 

ef forts .  I  had however landed 

my 50th carp of  the season -  a 

target  I  had set  mysel f.  Now 

I  just  needed one over  35lb. 

One part icular  swim f ishing 

towards an is land had been 

doing a number of  f ish but 

I  couldn’t  get  in there.  The 

closest  I  could get  was on 

the opposite bank.  I ’d seen 

a couple of  f ish as I ’d been 

talking to the angler  in the 

going swim, so I  pushed the 

gear  round and stood in the 

swim for  a  whi le.  Something 

didnt feel  r ight  so I  moved up 

to the next  swim that  f ished 

down a channel  between the 

is land and the bank.  This  area 

too had done a few f ish lately 

but again, I  fe l t  by watercraft 

senses pul l ing me to the deeper 

water.  The air  pressure and 

temperatures had dropped in 

the past  few days and rain was 

due any minute, so I  hurr iedly 

set  up the bivvy just  as a the 

rain started -  ‘Great! ’

Lucki ly  I  knew my spots 

here and after  making a PVA 

bag cover  out  of  a  pop up 

tub for  the bait  boat  I  was 

soon f ishing without being 

too wet.  I t  was gett ing dark 

and the rain came in f i ts  and 

starts .  Wrapped in my ragged 

s leeping bag I  started to think 

what the f**k was I  doing? Al l 

this  ef fort  and forced lack of 

comfort  to try to catch a f ish. 

I  even posted on Facebook  

that  we must be masochists 

for  what we put ourselves 
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through in this  f ishing lark.

The wind and rain buffeted 

my shelter  through the night 

and by day l ight  I ’d had 

very l i t t le  s leep and nothing 

to show for  my ef forts .  The 

morning bite t ime came and I 

could feel  another  blank was 

on the cards.  At least  i t  had 

stopped raining and I  might 

get  packed up in the dry. 

 I  was st i l l  wrapped up in 

my bag watching an episode 

of  Star  Trek when the bleepy 

background noises in the 

programme morphed into a 

s low take on my r ight  hand 

rod.  On picking up the rod 

the carp moved s lowly and 

then went sol id -  for  f**k’s 

sake -  i t  was weeded.  I  was 

stood in my pants and t-shirt 

gett ing colder  by the second. 

Just  as I  was about to get  the 

boat  the weed gave way and I 

gained some l ine before being 

weeded up again.  I  dont enjoy 

these types of  batt le  -  not  unti l 

the carp is  in the net  anyway. 

The water  was wel l  down after 

the hot  summer so I  moved 

back and up the swim where 

I  could get  an extra 2 or  3ft 

higher.  I  kept  the pressure on 

and again the weed bed gave 

way and I  gained another  few 

valuable yards of  l ine.  I  could 

see another  s igni f icant bank of 

weed between me and where 

the f ish was.  This  was going 

to be a test  of  wi l ls  -  not  just 

tackle.  I ’d a l ready stepped 

up to s ize 2 hooks exact ly  for 

this  s i tuat ion.  The continued 

pressure eventual ly  saw the 

carp move again.  I  could now 

very s lowly pump it  back to 

the bank.  I t  l i teral ly  was just 

inch by inch.  The mass then 

reached the weed bed on the 

surface.  Thankful ly  i t  moved 

but the mass of  weed on the 

l ine was horrendous.  I ’d now 

not fe l t  anything carpy for 

about 10 minutes.  By now I 

was having to walk the weed 

bed back towards.  I  got  i t 

as c lose in as I  could.  Then 

s lackened of f  the clutch and 

put the rod down. I  got  hold 
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of  the leader and sunk the 

net  under the mass of  weed.

Was the carp st i l l  there in the 

middle of  i t  a l l .  I  t r ied l i f t ing 

the net  but  the bal l  of  weed 

was too big -  shit!  With one 

hand on the leader I  str ipped 

away at  the weed, t rying to 

make i t  smal l  enough to get  in 

the net  .  As I  pul led one lump 

of f  I  suddenly caught s ight 

of  a  tai l .  I t  was outside the 

net .  F*********K!!  I  shoved 

the net  further  out  praying I 

wouldn’t  snap an arm under 

the weight.  The tai l  started 

f lapping.  NOOOOOO DONT 

START FIGHTING NOW. Al l  I 

could think of  doing now was 

grab the carp  and the weed 

and try to pul l  i t  over  the 

net  and then scoop i t  a l l  up. 

I t  wasn’t  pretty or  anywhere 

near  text  book but I  managed 

to pick up both net  arms and 

f lop the carp and the weed 

into the net .  JESUS!!

At this  point  a l l  I ’d seen 

was a bit  of  ta i l .  What I  had 

seen hadn’t  made me think 

anything special  was in the 

net .  In fact  I  st i l l  thought i t 

was going to be a low to mid 

20.  With the carp trapped 

in the net  with al l  the weed 

I  quickly got  some tracky 

bottoms and a hoodie on.  I 

was f reezing.  I  then started 

to pul l  of f  the weed.  Even 

as I  exposed i t ’s  back I  st i l l 

d idnt  think this  was anything 

special .  As I  pul led more weed 

of f  the carp just  got  deeper 

and deeper.  YES!!  Another  one 

of  the better  ones.  I  couldn’t 

quite decide what f ish i t  was. 

But either  of  them could be 

upper 30.  The funny thing 

was, everyone was after  one 

part icular  f ish, The Rebate, as 

i t  was bound to be over  40 and 

the lake had not  broken the 

40lb barr ier  yet .  When I  t r ied 

to l i f t  i t  out  in the s l ing I  knew 

straight away that  was indeed 

an upper 30 at  least .  I t  was so 

much heavier  than anything 

I ’d caught recent ly.  Could 

this  f inal ly  break my UK PB? 

Could i t  even go over  40lb? I 
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was trembling as I  pul led out 

the last  of  the weed.  I t  was 

a certainly a big carp.  My 

scales were already set  and I 

just  needed to take of f  3 lb for 

the s l ing.  The needle shot  past 

40lb and bounced around the 

43lb 8oz mark.  In my head I  was 

certain as I  a lways urr  on the 

s ide of  caution with weights. 

I  shouted out “FORTY” at 

the top of  my voice.  Kai  was 

f ishing about 200 yards away 

and I  heard him shout back 

“YES MATE”. 

I  quickly unhooked the carp 

and got  i t  retained in an area 

clear  of  weed and started the 

l ist  of  text  and phone cal ls .  I t 

was then I  started to think I 

bet  this  f**cker  is  39lb 15oz. 

I ’m going to look a r ight  twat. 

Kev and Simmo who run the 

syndicate were ecstat ic  but 

wanted a witnessed weight.  I 

rang Fidz the bai l i f f  who l ived 
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a weight  l i f t  f rom my v i r tua l 

shoulders .  Ive  been f ish ing for 

these  creatures  for  40  years . 

A UK 40  had e luded me a l l 

that  t ime.  In  my defense, Ive 

not  f i shed that  many waters 

with  them in .  Wel l , that ’s  my 

excuse anyway.  I  knew when 

I  jo ined th is  syndicate, as 

member  no1, that  my f i rs t  UK 

40  would  come f rom here.  To 

see  a l l  the  b lood, sweat  and 

nearby -  he couldn’t  get  there 

soon enough.   We hoisted the 

s l ing up with the scales on a 

storm pole.  Fidz ummed and 

arred -  “ just  f**kin’  cal l  i t ,” 

I  shouted at  him, “I ’m not 

fussed about an ounce or  2  i f 

i t ’s  over  40.” He just  laughed, 

hesitated some more, then 

said, “40lb 10oz”

I  fe l t  a  massive  wave of  re l ie f, 

o f  exci tement , o f  emot ion and 
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tears  put  in  by  Kev and S immo 

and a  good port ion o f  the 

members  to  get  the  syndicate 

to  what  i t  i s  today i t  was  a l l  a 

co l lect ive  e f for t .  I ’d  put  a  lot 

o f  e f for t  in  th is  season.  But 

you know how carp  f ish ing 

goes .  A member ’s  guest  could 

have eas i ly  landed th is  f i rs t 

40  and I  dont  th ink  i t  would 

have been the  same.  I  know 

qui te  a  few hardcore  members 

were  worr ied that  might 

happen.  Thankfu l ly, someone 

was shin ing down on me that 

morning and the  fa i ry  ta le 

ending actua l ly  p layed out 

for  once.  
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O
ver the  years  i t ’s 

become more 

and  ev ident  that 

sma l l  weather 

f ront  changes  can make a l l  the 

d i f f e rence  on  sha l low lakes 

in  the  winte r.  The  depth  o f 

wate r  rea l l y  does  p lay  a  par t 

in  my  winte r  wate r  cho ices .

I t  seems  more  and  more  o f 

my  winte r  success  has  a l so 

been  o f f  the  back  o f  f ind ing 

sun  fac ing, sha l low a reas 

o f  each  lake  I ’ve  f i shed . 

Drops  in  p ressure, wet  and 

windy  weather  can  cer ta in ly 
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create  those  l i t t l e  windows 

o f  oppor tun i ty  dur ing  the 

co ldes t  o f  months  to  work  a 

b i te  o r  two .

Another  crucial  e lement 

of  my winter  approach is 

super soft  baits , baits  that 

have been soaked in warm 

water  (not  boi l ing)  a long with 

powders and l iquids.  Now I ’m 

not aiming to wash baits  out , 

I ’m simply aiming to create 

an almost  paste l ike, super 

soft  bal l  of  food which the 

carp f ind far  more appeal ing 

in the winter  as i t  takes far 

less energy to eat  them.

In addit ion to my soft  baits , 

I  l ike to ut i l ise paste wraps on 

the lead and around the hook 

bait  a lso.  This  gives a super 

soluble layer  of  attract ion 

around my hook bait  that seems 

to work everywhere, i t ’s  a lso a 

forgotten method i t  seems but 

ignore i t  at  your per i l .  Last ly 

the carp at  this  t ime of  year 

just  look extra special , thats 

a l l  the motivat ion I  need to 

keep at  i t .  Wrap up warm and 

good luck with your winter 

adventures.
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W
ant to  make 

the  most  o f 

your  winte r 

s e s s i o n s ? 

Check  out  these  t ips  f rom @

oscar thornton2  to  s tay  ahead 

th is  season! 

1 -  Stay Warm and Stay 

Sharp!

Being  co ld  k i l l s  mot iva t ion . 

Inves t  in  warm gear—jackets , 

sa lopet tes , and  th ick  socks—

to  keep  act ive  and  a le r t . 

Get  up  and  l i s ten  fo r  shows 

ins tead  o f  watch ing  your 

phone!

2 -  Set  That Alarm!

Wake up  a t  1  AM and  l i s ten 
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f o r  shows .  Jus t  one  show 

cou ld  revea l  the  s tocks 

whereabouts  and  change 

your  winte r !

3 -  Go Natural  with Bait!

Maggots  and  cas te rs  a re 

unbeatab le  in  winte r, ca rp 

never  t i re  o f  ea t ing  them! 

You  must  t ry  them where 

ru les  a l low.

4 -  Master  the Zigs!

Carp  c ru ise  mid- to-upper 

l ayers  in  winte r.  Don’t  jus t 

ha l f -hear ted ly  use  z igs—
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commit  fu l l y !  Put  them on 

a l l  rods , ad jus t  depths  and 

co lours , and  WORK them!

5 -  Watch the Weather!

Favourab le  cond i t ions  l i ke 

low-pressure  f ronts  o r  r i s ing 

temps  can  spark  feed ing 

spe l l s .  Somet imes , jus t  a  few 

hours  wi th  PVA bags  in  p re-

ba i ted  spots  can  de l ive r  B IG 

resu l t s !

.S tay  warm, s tay  focused, 

and  make  th is  winte r  your 

most  p roduct ive  ye t !
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HAUL HAUL 
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R
ick Chryc’s super 

haul is one for the 

HISTORY BOOKS. 

Rick wrapped up 

a 5-night session on Holdens 

that most of us could only ever 

dream of… but he went and 

made it reality.  Fishing from 

Swim 2 — his last choice, by 

the way — things flipped FAST 

when the spot lit up… and it 

didn’t just rock, it rocked the 

whole complex. 

First up… the one and only 

Sergeant.NEW top weight. 

NEW lake record. 48lb 8oz.That 

alone is a trip maker — but 

what happened next is the stuff 
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anglers fantasise about…

Next in the net:

The Camel – 43lb 8oz

The Dustbin – 43lb 4oz

Holdens is chasing down 

Pettitt’s now — and at this rate, 

we could easily have two super 

water on the complex in no 

time!!We didn’t get proper pics 

of the Sergeant due to a few 

minor issues, but the mat shot 

confirmed the ID. 

But to then follow it up with 

The Camel AND The Dustbin?!

Half the A-Team… in ONE 

session. Unreal.

Rick’s spot? 19 wraps toward 

the dead tree left of Turner’s 

toilet block. He had 9 bites, 

landing 6 fish — and yes, we DID 

warn him that his rigs weren’t 

made for the smaller ones 
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His winning mix:hemp, 

sweetcorn, boilie and plenty of 

liquid — IB Stick Mix Liquid 

+ Pineapple Smart Liquid. All 

fished over a baited area, with 

his faithful spinner rigs and the 

deadly Isotonic Norton Special 

pop-ups. 

Rick — what an incredible 

session. This one is carved into 

Holdens history and won’t be 

forgotten anytime soon.
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WINTER WINTER 
LOCATIONLOCATION

AND FEEDINGAND FEEDING
SPELLS SPELLS 
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L
ocation is 

a lways key, but 

in when water 

temperatures are 

low it ’s  EVERYTHING. With 

carp covering less water, 

gett ing r igs in f ront  of  them 

is  a  must.  Look for  subt le 

s igns—bubblers on calm days, 

last- l ight  shows, or  even f ish 

basking under the late winter 

or  ear ly  spr ing sun can quickly 

give the game away.

Look for  Bubblers – On calm 

days, f izzing is  a  giveaway. 

I t  means not  only have you 

found them, but you know 

where they’re happy to feed. 

Cl ip up both rods to that  spot , 

keep disturbance low, and use 

digest ible bait  appl ied with a 

Spod to avoid loud impacts.

Watch for  Shows – Fish 

showing is  a  big c lue, 
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especial ly  around dusk and 

into dark.  Don’t  rush into 

a swim—walk, watch, and 

l isten.  I f  they’re feeding as 

they show, cast  br ight  s ingles 

to the area to nick a bite.  I f 

you land one, note the wraps 

for  future sessions.

Check Dif ferent  Depths – On 

cold, sunny days, carp may 

sit  just  under the surface, 

soaking up heat .  Cl imbing 

trees can help spot  them. I f 

they’re higher in the water, 

use zigs at  di f ferent  depths to 

f ind where they’re holding.

Time It  Right – At this  t ime 

of  year  feeding windows 

st i l l  remain short , but  are 

predictable.  Track when you 

see bites happening—if  the 

lake’s  ‘bite t ime’  is  2-4pm, 

have your rods in place wel l 

before.  Minimise disturbance 

and be ready to react  i f  you’re 

not  on them. 
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HALLOWEEN FISHING FUN! 

What a  fantastic  Halloween event 
we had!  Despite the spooky weather, 
everyone showed up in amazing 
costumes — from monsters to mummies 
— and brought their  best  energy!  The 
kids did an incredible job,  with plenty 
of  laughs,  fun,  and new friendships 
made along the way.
We even managed to catch a few fish, 
with Archie landing a lovely common 
carp and achieving a new personal 
best! 
A huge well  done to all  the kids for 
making it  such a bril l iant  day — rain, 
mud,  and all! 
Reel  Healing Project
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CARP CHAT

A n  exc e p t i o n a l  p e r fo r m a n c e  f ro m  o u r  E n g l a n d  t e a m ,  t a k i n g 
h o m e  a n  i n c re d i b l e  1 3  t ro p h i e s  ,  i n c l u d i n g  b o t h  t h e  Te a m 
5 0 m  a n d  2 0 m  t i t l e s ,  b o t h  I n d iv i d u a l  5 0 m  a n d  2 0 m  t i t l e s , 
a n d  s e t t i n g  n e w  re c o rd s  a l o n g  t h e  way.

T h i s  re m a r k a b l e  a c h i eve m e n t  i s  a  re f l e c t i o n  o f  ye a r s  o f 

E N G L A N D 
W O R L D 
C H A M P I O N S
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CARP CHAT

d e d i c a t i o n ,  t e a mwo r k ,  a n d  p re c i s i o n  ,  a  t r u ly  d o m i n a n t 
d i s p l ay  o n  t h e  wo r l d  s t a g e .

Fro m  eve r yo n e  a t  H a r r i s o n ,  o u r  h e a r t fe l t  c o n g ra t u l a t i o n s 
t o  t h e  e n t i re  E n g l a n d  s q u a d  ,  a n  a b s o l u t e ly  wo r l d  c l a s s 
p e r fo r m a n c e . 
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F i s h i n g  fo r  S c h o o l s  i s  p ro u d  t o  o p e ra t e  a  s c h e m e  w h e re 
s c h o o l s  c a n  a p p ly  fo r  f u n d e d  s e s s i o n s  a n n u a l ly.  We  a re  n o w 
a c c e p t i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f ro m  s c h o o l s  i n t e re s t e d  i n  t a k i n g  p a r t 
i n  2 0 2 5 - 2 6 ,  b u t  p l a c e s  a re  l i m i t e d .  M a ke  s u re  t o  h e a d  ove r 
t o  o u r  we b s i t e  b e fo re  M o n d ay  1 0  N ove m b e r  2 0 2 5  fo r  m o re 
i n fo r m a t i o n  a n d  t o  s u b m i t  yo u r  a p p l i c a t i o n  > >  h t t p s : / / c a -
c a m p a i g n . o r g / 4 g E I 4 H f

FISHING FOR 
SCHOOLS
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Regional  Enforcement Support  Manager for  the East  Paul 
Thomas was pleased to  be able  to  present  a  r ichly  deserved 
‘cert i f icate  of  excel lence’  to  Environment Agency Fisheries 
Enforcement Off icer  Nick Beardmore.  For  the past  10 years  Nick 
has perfect ly  embodied the partnership approach between the 
agency and our valued Voluntary Bai l i f fs  across  Norfolk ,  and 
he continues to  engage ful ly  with the volunteers  in  his  region.

We could not  think of  a  more-deserving recipient  for  this 
award.  Thank you Nick!

AW A R D  P R E S E N T E D  F O R 
A  D E C A D E  O F  E X C E L L E N T 
S E R V I C E .
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FISHING EVOLUTION 
FUND RAISER

Earlier in the week we had 
the great pleasure of catching 
up with the St Barnabas 
Hospice team to officially 
celebrate our recent open 
days fundraising 

With your support of the 
Charity Raffle and BBQ, we 
raised the fantastic sum of 
£2,900. This sum will help 
them to provide 145 hrs of Hospice care, which we have seen first-
hand how much that means to families in their moments of need.

With everyone’s  help ,  our  last  2  store open days have now 
raised the incredible  sum of  £5,000 for  St  Barnabas Hospice 

None of  this  would have been possible  though,  without  al l  of 
the fol lowing r ightly  deserved mentions and thank you -

Al l  of  our customers who took part  in  the raff le  and our 
BBQ.  Al l  of  our reps and brands who have supported us  with 
raff le  prizes ,  and joined us  on the open days to  make them a 
success .  Ancaster  Butchers  for  their  raf f le  prize  donations, 
and great  BBQ food .  Heckington Angling c lub for  their  raf f le 
prize  donation.  Halverholme park lake for  their  raf f le  prize 
donation and support .  Everyone else  who has worked with us 
to  make these days a  success .
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I’m really pleased to announce that from 1st November I am 
now part of the RG Baits team!! I ’d genuinely like to thank all 
of the companies that made offers and I considered all  of them 
but really in the end it wasn’t a difficult decision. Anyone who 
knows me will  know how much importance I put on quality bait 
-  you don’t catch anything if  the carp doesn’t want to eat your 
bait! The quality of RG Baits is without question but also the old 
school style of the baits with modern twists is quite close to the 
old Nash Bait way of thinking and that means a lot to me!! Then 
there’s the RG Baits team - I  had a warm feeling when I spoke 
to them as I’ve worked with them before and really enjoyed it , 
in fact I  found it easy as they are people I want to spend time 
with - and so this is a new chapter just beginning for me and I’m 
looking forward to the year ahead with RG Baits.

STEVE BRIGGS 
JOINS RG BAITS
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L E G A C Y  P R O J E C T 
Y O U N G  A N G L E R S 
S U P P O R T  G R O U P 
F I S H  I N  AT  T H E 
H I S T O R I C  O R C H I D 
L A K E S

B i t  o f  n e w s  o n  n ex t  ye a r ’ s  ‘ S p e c i e s  C h a l l e n g e ’  p r i z e 
p re s e n t a t i o n  a n d  we e ke n d  f i s h - i n .  I  a m  p o p p i n g  ove r  t o 
O rc h i d  t o m o r ro w  -  t o  h o p e f u l ly  f i n a l i s e  a n  a g re e m e n t .  T h i s 
i s  o n e  o f  O x fo rd ’ s  o l d e s t  wa t e r s  a n d  h a s  h u g e  h i s t o r y.  K n o w n 
n a t i o n a l ly  a s  t h e  ‘ H o m e  o f  t h e  3 0 ’ s ’  i t  wa s  t h e  c re a t i o n  o f 
a n  a m a z i n g  m a n  c a l l e d  M a r s h  P ra t l e y.  I  wa s  g o o d  f r i e n d s 
w i t h  M a r s h ,  a n d  c l o s e  t o  w h e n  h e  p a s s e d  h e  c a m e  t o  s e e  m e 
a t  K i d l i n g t o n  To w n  H a l l  w h e re  I  h a d  p u t  o n  a  f u n d ra i s e r  fo r 
M a r l b o ro u g h  Po o l  -  t h i s  ra i s e d  1 5 K  fo r  t h e  O t t e r  fe n c i n g ,  a n d 
p rov i d e d  t h e  p ro t e c t i o n  t h a t  i s  i n  p l a c e  fo r  t h e  l a ke  t o d ay. 
A c c e s s  a n d  p a r k i n g  i s  exc e l l e n t  -  a n d  t h e re  i s  a  q u a d  s e r v i c e 
t o  m ove  g e a r  a n d  fo o d  ( n o  d r iv i n g  t o  s w i m s ) .  T h i s  w i l l  b e  fo r 
u s  t o  h ave  P R I VAT E  u s e  o f  t h e  C l u b  L a ke  fo r  a  S a t u rd ay  a n d 
S u n d ay  ( Po s s i b ly  fo r  t h e  Fr i  n i g h t  a l s o ) .  T h e re  i s  a  c e n t ra l 
B B Q  a re a ,  t o i l e t s  a n d  p l e n t y  o f  s p a c e .  I f  c o n f i r m e d  -  t h i s  w i l l 
b e  a  F R E E  eve n t  fo r  yo u  a l l .  Q u i c k  l i n k  b e l o w  t o  C l u b  L a ke 
p ro m o :  h t t p s : / / w w w. fa c e b o o k . c o m / s h a re / r / 1 H B c v X K z Y i / 
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B U T  -  I  w i l l  b e  ex p e c t i n g  p e o p l e  /  fa m i l i e s  t o  s u p p o r t  w i t h 
t h e  fo o d  a n d  d r i n k .  We  c a n  l o o k  i n t o  o r g a n i s i n g  t h i s  a t  a 
l a t e r  d a t e .  I  a m  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  l a s t  we e ke n d  i n  J u ly  -  b u t 
I  d o  n o t  k n o w  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  re g a rd i n g  ava i l a b l e  d a t e s  ye t . 
N ev  G r i f f i n  -  w i l l  a l s o  l o o k  a t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  r ive r s i d e 
l o c a t i o n ,  a s  I  wo u l d  l i ke  t o  a l s o  p u t  o n  a n o t h e r  ‘ f i s h  i n’ 
d u r i n g  t h e  ye a r.  T h i s  o n e  c o u l d  p e r h a p s  b e  a  b i t  m o re 
‘ p u b l i c ’.  ‘ T h e  O rc h i d  f i s h  i n’  w i l l  b e  s u p e r b .  T h e  p r i z e s  A R E 
s u p e r b .  T h i s  W I L L  b e  a  b r i l l i a n t  we e ke n d  a n d  a  c h a n c e  fo r 
u s  t o  g e t  t o g e t h e r.  I  w i l l  c o n f i r m  t o m o r ro w  -  a n d  i f  t h e re 
a re  re s t r i c t i o n s  o n  n u m b e r s ,  t h i s  w i l l  a l s o  b e  d i s c u s s e d . 
A  ye a r ly  eve n t  i n  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  a  n a t i o n a l ly  k n o w n  a n d 
l ove d  wa t e r  w i l l  p rov i d e  g re a t  ex p o s u re  t o  w h a t  we  d o .  N B . 
I f  a nyo n e  h a s  t h o u g h t s ,  c o m m e n t s ,  i d e a s  o n  p ro m o t i o n  / 
s h a r i n g  t h i s  a s  i n fo r m a t i o n  t o  s we l l  o u r  l o c a l  m e m b e r s  - 
i d e a s  fo r  t h e  we e ke n d  e t c  e t c  P L E AS E  vo i c e  t h e m  -  t h i s  i s 
YO U R  p r iva t e  g ro u p .  L ove  t o  yo u  a l l .  D yl .
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IT’S GOOD NEWS AT 
GOODZ CARP BAITS

We’re absolutely buzzing to announce that the one and only 
Rob Nunn has officially joined the Goodz Carp Baits family! 

The OG himself  is  now on board,  and this  marks a  massive 
step forward for  the brand.  Rob’s  experience within angl ing is 
second to  none,  and he’s  bringing with him a serious depth of 
knowledge when it  comes to  bait ,  f ish behaviour,  and big-f ish 
thinking.

We honestly  can’t  wait  to  see what  he produces this  year  – 
i t ’s  going to  be something special ! 

This  is  more than just  a  new recruit … this  is  a  game changer.
Welcome to the team,  Rob –  let ’s  go! 
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SHOEBURY PARK 
REED MANAGEMENT 
BY DIGGER BOATS
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SHOEBURY PARK 
REED MANAGEMENT 
BY DIGGER BOATS
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Phase 1 of the reed 
management project is now 
complete! Around 50% of 
the main reed mass has been 
removed. Although this is 
slightly short of our original 
target ,  I ’m really pleased with 
what’s been achieved given the 
challenges faced along the way.

There’s still  a fair bit of tidying 
up to do, and we’ll  be tackling 
that as soon as possible. In 
the meantime, you may notice 
some spoil temporarily floating 
around the lake.

The lake is open again for you 
to enjoy, with the exception of 
the swims currently within the 
Heras fencing.

Please note that ‘Perch’ will 
remain closed for now while we 
take the opportunity to revamp 
the swim.

A huge thank you to the 
Environment Agency for 
supporting the project with rod 
licence funding, and to Digger 
Boats for absolutely smashing 
the job. We’re looking forward 
to having you back for Phase 2!
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KORDA NEW 
RELEASES
• COMPAC DARK KAMO POUCHES

These NEW Tackle Pouches provide a safe, efficient way to 
organise all your tackle essentials—from terminal gear and 
marker floats to torches and spares. Available in six sizes, 
there’s an option for every angler’s storage needs. 
RRP: £13.99 - £19.99

• COMPAC DARK KAMO STOVE BAG
The Compac Stove Bag keeps your single burner stove protected 
and ready to go. Built from tough 600D Dark Kamo fabric with 
a wipe-clean lining, durable zip lid, and handy carry handle. A 
real Autumn essential! 
RRP: £17.99

• COMPAC STORMPOLE SLEEVE
Sleeve provides smart, dedicated storage for up to ten 36”/92cm 
storm poles. Versatile by design, it can also hold a Compac 
Weigh Staff and features side pockets for distance sticks. RRP: 
£21.99
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• MOCK NECK THERMAL LS SHIRT
Base layers are the unsung heroes of cold-weather comfort, 
and the Mock Neck Thermal Long Sleeve Shirt delivers warmth 
when it counts. Made from premium quick-dry brushed jersey, it 
regulates body temperature, retains heat, and stays breathable. 
Available in dark olive and black in the UK, and dark olive across 
Europe, in sizes S to XXXXL. 
RRP: £24.99
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PROPER CRUNCHY 
NUT MAPLE AND 
PEACH

Using the same nut base mix as our extremely popular Crunchy 
Nut Cinnamon & Cream we are introducing a twist on this with 
Crunchy Nut Maple & Peach.
Maple needs no introduction as it’s a tried and tested sweet, 
sugary syrup!
Combine that with the sweet, sugary Peach Oil Palatant and you 
have an incredible, sweet tasting bait with an unreal aroma!
We are initially going to run this on a limited-edition basis, 
however if demand shows us, we will add it to the range on a 
permanent basis.
Currently only available in 15mm Freezer Bait there is a dedicated 
15mm matching pop up as well as a 15mm wafter.
We are also going to add a 1ltr matching Bulk Liquid so you can 
boost your free offerings should you with to do so.



Carp Scene

F R E E L I N E  2 4

Carp Scene

PROPER CRUNCHY 
NUT MAPLE AND 
PEACH

Using the same nut base mix as our extremely popular Crunchy 
Nut Cinnamon & Cream we are introducing a twist on this with 
Crunchy Nut Maple & Peach.
Maple needs no introduction as it’s a tried and tested sweet, 
sugary syrup!
Combine that with the sweet, sugary Peach Oil Palatant and you 
have an incredible, sweet tasting bait with an unreal aroma!
We are initially going to run this on a limited-edition basis, 
however if demand shows us, we will add it to the range on a 
permanent basis.
Currently only available in 15mm Freezer Bait there is a dedicated 
15mm matching pop up as well as a 15mm wafter.
We are also going to add a 1ltr matching Bulk Liquid so you can 
boost your free offerings should you with to do so.

The Upcycled Chest Pocket Bag is a very simple shoulder bag in a 
simple design. In fact, you can’t make a bag much simpler - it is a 
chest pocket from a defective or worn-out jacket, which has been 
dismantled and upcycled into a functional bag. 
The length of the strap is adjustable, and the bag has a compartment 
where there is space for both a phone, wallet and keys - or your 
fishing gear.
• 40 Euros

GEOFF ANDERSON
UPCYCLED CHEST 
POCKET BAG
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This  superior  cap is  manufactured in  100% cotton and features a 
TPU patch on the front  with “Hardheaded” magnif icent  graphic , 
moreover at  the center  of  the curved peak is  posit ioned a  text 
in  TPU with words “Hardheaded” and “Carp Angler”.  
TPU patch showcases the dist inctive skul l  of  our Hardheaded 
col lect ion,  symbolizing  the lead to  be the head of  the angler, 
i t  compares lead to  the obsession of  the carp angler,  obstinate 
and stubborn in  catching a  carp.  A great  gi f t  for  carpfishing 
enthusiasts  of  a l l  ages ,  a  piece of  memorabil ia  that  they ’ l l 
cherish and proudly wear.
www.hotspotdesign.com

HOTSPOT DESIGN 
CAPS
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UNDERSTANDING TRITIUM: 
MISSION-CRITICAL 
ILLUMINATION

When you’re selecting equipment that 
must perform in complete darkness, tritium 
illumination isn’t simply another feature, 
it’s proven technology that’s kept military 
professionals and serious operators on 
mission for decades. If you’ve ever found 
yourself unable to read critical timing 
information when visibility drops to zero, 
you understand why this technology 
matters for self-luminous watches.

Tritium represents a specialised form 
of hydrogen that’s naturally radioactive 
in the most controlled way possible for 
horological applications. These radioactive 
watches use tritium to create glow in the 
dark watches that outperform traditional 
luminous watches in every operational 
scenario. Whilst ordinary hydrogen remains 
the lightest element, tritium contains 
additional nuclear particles that create 
instability, which becomes our advantage 
for continuous illumination.

What we’ve found works best is when 
these particles hit special phosphorescent 
material inside sealed glass tubes, creating 
that distinctive glow you see on premium 
timepieces without requiring external 
power sources or charging protocols.

Swiss manufacturers have refined this 
nuclear engineering process to create watch 
illumination sources smaller than standard 
components yet capable of providing 
reliable visibility for decades under 
operational conditions. The technology 
represents precision engineering meeting 
practical field requirements for professional 
luminous watches.

GTLS TECHNOLOGY: 
PRECISION ENGINEERING 
STANDARDS

GTLS technology, Gaseous Tritium Light 
Sources, represents sophisticated miniature 
engineering applied to watchmaking 
demands. These microscopic glass tubes, 

some measuring less than 0.3mm in 
diameter, contain pressurised tritium gas 
alongside carefully selected phosphorescent 
compounds.

The manufacturing process demands 
extraordinary precision tolerances. Glass 
capillaries receive internal coatings of 
specific phosphor materials that determine 
colour output characteristics. Following 
coating application, tubes undergo 
controlled tritium gas pressurisation 
before laser sealing to exact dimensional 
specifications.

Here’s what makes this technology 
genuinely useful: unlike traditional luminous 
paint that needs daylight charging and fades 
overnight, tritium tubes provide steady 
illumination regardless of what’s happening 
around them. The brightness stays virtually 
constant for years.

Each production tube undergoes 
comprehensive testing protocols covering 
brightness specifications, temperature 
resistance ranges, and containment integrity. 
The hermetically sealed construction 
eliminates performance degradation from 
moisture infiltration, temperature cycling, 
or mechanical shock that compromises 

alternative illumination systems. When 
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The Ocoopa UT4 Extreme 
is a versatile,  ultra-durable 
hand warmer and power bank 
designed for extreme cold 
conditions.  With dual-sided 
warmth,  a robust 20,000mAh 
battery,  and IP56 water and 
dustproof construction, it  offers 
extended heat of  up to 18 hours 
and power on the go.  Featuring 
fast  charge technology,  it 
powers up quickly and doubles 
as a high-capacity power bank. 
The device includes three heat 
levels,  plus a high-power mode, 
ensuring customisable comfort .  Its  solid metal  construction, 
built-in torchlight ,  and rugged design,  make it  an essential 
companion for outdoor enthusiasts.  Accessories include two 
pouches,  two wrist  lanyards,  and two USB charging cables.  It  is 
available in a choice of  three colours -  Black on Black,  Blue on 
Black and Orange on Black. 
•  www.berryuseful .co.uk.
• £74.95
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My previous art ic les  written in  Big  Carp magazine have been 
about  much larger  s ized London docks,  but  this  art ic le  is  about 
a  much smaller  dock that  used to  contain some very big  carp. 
Some ten or  more years  ago,  this  part icular  dock contained 
some very large carp,  tench,  perch,  pike and also quite  a  few 
channel  catf ish .  I  was not  actual ly  f ishing this  dock at  the 
t ime of  i t  holding some very large f ish ,  but  I  knew about  the 
f ish that  swam in these docks.  I  knew of  many of  anglers  at 
the t ime who were f ishing this  dock for  the carp and catching 
some real ly  lovely  big  old warriors  from this  water  –  real ly 
powerful  stand-out  characters .

Unfortunately,  some of  the f ish were stolen over the years 
and ended up in  wel l -known syndicate  t ickets  across  the 
country that  are stupid prices  these days to  f ish ,  and then a 
few years  later  a  real  problem happened in  this  dock.  I ’m not 
100% sure what  actual ly  happened,  as  I ’ve  heard quite  a  few 
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dif ferent  stories  over the years ,  but  what  I  do know is  the 
worst  did happen,  and sadly  a  lot  of  the f ish i f  not  al l  of  the 
f ish apparently  died.  They were al l  found bel ly  up,  and al l  the 
real  trophy f ish from the dock had sadly  lost  their  batt le  with 
what  I  bel ieved to  be true –  a  water  qual ity  problem.  What 
I  found very strange about  this  was that  the dock also held 
some very big  tench as  wel l ,  but  when this  so-cal led f ish ki l l 
happened,  I  did not  hear  many stories  about  the tench bel lying 
up as  wel l ,  which I  found very odd. 

Over the years ,  I  used to  f ish this  small  dock with my cousin 
on and off .  We used to  f ish for  the lovely  tench,  which I ’ve  seen 
caught  up to  11lb but  also heard rumours of  13lb tench being 
caught .  We used to  f ish i t  early  mornings on the cork handled 
f loat  rods at  over  15ft  deep on a  s l iding f loat ,  wait ing for  those 
very memorable  l i f t  bites .  For  a  couple  of  years ,  our  spring 
mornings were spent  trying to  catch one of  the monster  tench 
that  l ived here,  as  my cousin used to  love his  tench f ishing. 
We caught  a  few,  but  sadly  never real ly  hooked any of  the real 
monsters .

Now I  stopped f ishing here for  quite  a  few years ,  as  I  honestly 
thought  i t  only  real ly  contained the large tench and loads of 
small  perch and the odd pike.  I  used to  r ide through here on 
my bike nearly  every s ingle  day on my way to  the larger  docks, 
as  i t  was kind of  on my way,  and I ’d  always just  have a  look 
to  see i f  I  could see any f ish .  This  dock was rarely  f ished for 
years  and years .  I  might  see the odd angler  once every few 
months,  but  for  most  of  the year,  you would be lucky to  see an 
angler.  I t  was never easy f ishing,  even for  the tench,  as  I  just 
don’t  think i t  contained many f ish after  the f ish ki l l .  I t  st i l l 
doesn’t  contain many f ish ,  but  I  was very wrong,  as  were quite 
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a few of  the locals  who I  spoke to  as  to  what  actual ly  swam in 
this  dock.  Like I  said ,  I  used to  r ide past  this  dock many t imes 
in  a  week when I  was going to  bait  up my spots  on the other 
docks.  I  wouldn’t  a lways look hard to  see i f  I  could see f ish , 
but  I ’d  always make sure to  have a  l i t t le  nose. 

One day I  was over at  the larger  docks talking to  a  fr iend of 
mine cal led Danny who was f ishing a .  I ’d  just  driven past  the 
smaller  docks on my way over,  and I  said to  him,  “ I  wonder i f 
there are st i l l  any carp in  there,”  and this  is  where i t  a l l  real ly 
began for  me.  I  don’t  a lways l isten to  what  people  say when 
it  comes to  f ishing,  as  there are so many tales  going around… 
excuse the pun… but  i f  Danny told me stuff ,  he  was a  genuine 
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guy,  and I  bel ieved what  he said .  He said to  me that  he was 
standing over there a  few weeks before with a  fr iend talking 
about  the exact  same thing,  and as  they were standing there, 
a  decent  s ized common came straight  out  the water  in  front  of 
them.  I  was now standing there thinking to  myself  I ’d  got  to 
start  being serious about  this  and get  myself  over  there a  hel l 
of  a  lot  more and looking properly.  So ,  my target  for  that  year 
was to  try  and f ind a  carp in  this  dock and actual ly  catch one.

I  was working for  a  very well  known bait  company at  the 
t ime,  and I  was working very early  hours of  the morning.  Most 
days I  was leaving home at  3 .30-4am to be at  work for  a  6am 
start  and working through to  2pm.  I  would get  up at  3am, 
make my way over to  the dock and just  walk around at  that 
t ime of  the morning trying to  f ind any signs of  carp.  I t  used to 
take me about  40 minutes  at  that  t ime of  the morning to  drive 
to  work,  so  I  would l i teral ly  be here from 3.30am unti l  about 
5 .20 just  trying to  locate  f ish ,  and then I ’d  shoot  off  into work 
for  that  day rol l ing boi l ies .

I  hadn’t  said a  word to  anybody about  what  I  was actual ly 
doing and didn’t  want  anyone even gett ing wind of  i t ,  as  i f  I 
did f ind some carp,  I  wanted to  be able  to  catch them without 
any pressure other  than mine.  Unfortunately,  there are many 
anglers  that  have jumped al l  over  my spots  with al l  the hard 
work I ’ve  put  in ,  so  that ’s  why I  operate  at  mad hours and also 
don’t  tel l  anybody what  I ’m doing.  So for  a  good few months 
from early  spring,  I  was out  hunting for  these carp i f  there were 
any.  I  did this  for  wel l  over  8-10 weeks without  one sighting, 
and I  was start ing to  think that  this  wasn’t  going to  be what  I 
thought  i t  would be.

But  not  real ly  thinking,  and using my knowledge from f ishing 
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other docks,  I  was kind of  approaching this  in  a  di f ferent  way 
than I  was the other  docks,  which in  some ways was good, 
which I ’ l l  get  around to ,  and in  other  ways was real ly  stupid. 
Me just  being me,  I  was very keen to  f ind f ish no matter  what 
t ime of  year  i t  was.

The other docks I  f ish are very deep,  and this  small  dock 
is  a lso kind of  deep,  but  with my spot  on the larger  docks,  I 
wait  for  a  l i t t le  window in the year  for  the carp to  come to 
shal lower water.  So with me not  thinking,  these carp may just 
not  have woken up properly  yet  and were hiding out  in  the 
deeper water.  So with that  being my theory,  I  kind of  let  i t  be 
for  a  few more weeks.  I ’d  always had i t  in  the back of  my mind to 
leave i t  a lone,  but  I  just  couldn’t ,  and when I  get  a  target  in  my 
head,  I  need to  achieve i t  i f  I  know it ’s  possible .  The problem 
was I  just  was not  seeing any f ish ,  unti l  this  happened…

I was r iding through one evening,  going over to  have a  real ly 
good look for  the carp in  the small  docks and also to  drop a 
bit  of  bait  on my other docks spot ,  and I  saw a guy who I  knew. 
He knew I  was known for  catching quite  a  few of  the f ish in 
the area,  so  for  him to tel l  me this  was shocking,  as  an angler 
himself ,  as  I ’d  have thought  he would have kept  this  quiet .  He 
said to  me he had just  seen a  very large common in the edge 
at  one end of  this  small  dock.  Now this  completely  changed 
what  I  was doing that  evening.  I  was now circl ing this  dock 
on my bike for  over an hour,  but  st i l l  didn’t  see a  thing and 
wondered i f  everyone was just  winding me up,  as  they know 
I  can get  f ixated on catching one.  I  rode over to  the other 
dock,  put  out  some bait  and thought  I ’d  stop here again on 
my way home.  This  is  where a  small  piece of  this  puzzled had 
now been spotted,  but  i t  wasn’t  the common I ’d  now heard 
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two dif ferent  stories  about;  i t  was a  very small  mirror  s itt ing 
in  the edge with i ts  head butted up against  a  chain anchored 
from the wall .

I  watched this  f ish for  about  half  an hour,  not  real ly  moving 
at  a l l ,  in  the hope of  seeing another one.  As  the saying goes , 
where there’s  one there’s  another one… well ,  not  on this 
occasion.  I  had boi l ies  in  my rucksack as  always and decided 
I ’d  try  and crumb a few and f l ick  them in front  of  the f ish .  I t 
didn’t  move at  a l l  and just  stayed in  the same posit ion,  but 
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eventual ly  after  an hour or  so of  watching the f ish ,  i t  s lowly 
dri fted off  into the deeps,  and I  now had a  real  buzz to  try  and 
catch this  small  carp.

I  went  off  home to get  some sleep before gett ing up early 
hours to  come back before work to  see i f  I  could see any f ish 
again.  This  wasn’t  the case ,  as  I  didn’t  see a  thing.  I  went  off 
to  work,  and working in  the f ishing industry most  of  the days 
are spent  talking about  f ishing,  but  I  just  didn’t  real ly  want 
to  talk  about  what  I  was planning.  I  was just  wracking my 
brains al l  day on what  I  was actual ly  going to  do,  and this  is 
when I  had a  master  plan and thought  of  my plan of  attack to 
see i f  I  could locate  any more carp in  this  dock.  I  owe the few 
captures I  had to  a  guy cal led Mark Holmes,  and I ’m sure most 
of  you know who I ’m talking about .  Mark Holmes to  me is  the 
guru of  f ishing bait .  Mark,  I  owe these to  you,  as  I ’ve  told you 
anyway…

A few years  previously,  I  had the pleasure of  witnessing 
one of  Mark’s  talks  on bait ,  and from then we became kind of 
social  media fr iends.  Whenever I  messaged Mark,  he always 
repl ied and helped out  as  much as  he could.  I  asked him about 
targeting these f ish ,  and this  is  what  Mark planned for  me: 
He told me about  attract ing the carp into an area before they 
get  ready to  spawn and explained to  me about  how carp need 
certain minerals  to  keep their  sal ine levels  up.  Now we al l  say 
keep carp f ishing simple ,  and I  total ly  agree,  but  these are not 
the normal  kind of  carp in  day t ickets  or  muddy puddles ,  so 
this  technical  approach Mark explained to  me was what  I  went 
with.  He f irst  asked me i f  the water  was brackish.  This  actual 
dock is  quite  a  way off  the River  Thames,  so  by the t ime i t 
goes through al l  the channels  and other waterways I ’m pretty 
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sure i t ’s  not .  So he explained to  me about  this ,  and
I  introduced salt  l icks  to  try  and attract  carp into the area 

before I  would start  feeding them.  I  was very optimist ic  about 
this  approach,  as  i t  was quite  expensive to  do,  and also I  didn’t 
even know i f  I ’d  see any carp.  Trying to  source the r ight  salt 
is  hard enough and very expensive,  and then once you have 
the f ish in  the area,  you then have to  start  feeding them to 
keep them there.  Mark,  mate… as  I ’ve  told you before,  you’re 
a  genius .

I  did exactly  what  Mark told me to  do,  and within a  couple  of 
weeks of  introducing the salt  l icks  into the dock,  the magic  had 
taken place .  I  went  over  one afternoon from work to  witness 
three very big  f ish in  the edge.  Al l  in  al l ,  there were about  12 
carp in  the area where I  had introduced the salt  l icks .  I  saw a 
very good sized common,  and then I  saw a very big  common 
and also a  jet-black near- leather.  Going from seeing a  s ingle 
f ish in  al l  those years  to  now seeing probably every s ingle 
carp in  that  dock was mind-boggl ing.  Now I  had to  feed them.

That  night ,  I  went  over and put  exactly  10kg of  bait  on the 
area.  Two 5kg bags were opened and spread over the small 
area.  I  had to  go to  work the next  morning and decided I 
would go over before and see i f  the f ish was there again,  and 
I  couldn’t  bel ieve my eyes when I  got  over to  see al l  the bait 
was completely  gone,  but  I  didn’t  actual ly  see any of  the f ish 
on the spot .  Later  that  night ,  I  did exactly  the same thing,  I  put 
out  the bait ,  and the next  morning,  I  had to  drop my partner 
and l i t t le  boy off  to  his  fr iend’s  to  get  a  party  ready,  and I 
went  with my daughter  to  the dock.  Armed with a  Scope 6ft 
sawn-off  rod,  a  net  and a  mat .  I  said to  her,  “We wil l  quickly 
catch a  f ish before going back home to get  ready for  the party,” 
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and we did exactly  that .  Within 20 minutes  of  being there,  we 
had dropped a  mult i  r ig  down on the spot  with a  cured salty 
hook bait ,  which the carp were now hunting for.  A  lovely  l i t t le 
dumpy mirror  was on the mat  in  no t ime,  and we took a  l i t t le 
video rather than pictures .  I  cut  a  l i t t le  picture out  of  the 
video for  the magazine pictures .

Now the puzzle  had started,  and the buzz was well  and truly 
al ive .  We shot  off  home to get  ready for  the party,  but  I  couldn’t 
help but  keep thinking about  going back to  try  and catch another 
one.  After  being at  the party for  a  few hours ,  my missus f inal ly 
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said to  me,  “ I f  you want  to  go and try  to  catch one,  then you 
can leave i f  you want  to .”  I  was gone immediately,  and within 
ten minutes ,  I ’d  shot  home,  changed into some f ishing c lothes , 
grabbed my l i t t le  Scope stalking kit  again and shot  over  there. 
On my way I  cal led a  fr iend,  Jack,  and told him where I  was 
going.  He said he would be there within half  hour.  Now what 
happened next  wil l  st ick with me forever…

As I  approached the dock,  there’s  a  part  where many 
skateboarders  always skate  on the stairs  and around the dock, 
and there were two l i t t le  boys around ten years  old s itt ing on 
the stairs  away from al l  the skateboarders  just  watching the 
guys skateboarding.  As  I  peered over into the water  on my 
baited area,  I  could see a  few f ish just  tearing up the bottom.  I 
couldn’t  wait  for  my fr iend,  as  he said he would be about  half 
an hour,  another 15 minutes  or  so away,  and I ’m l ike a  chi ld 
when it  comes to  f ishing,  so  I  just  opened up my Scope case 
with a  mult i  r ig  already attached and started to  screw on a 
cured salty  hook bait .  As  I  was doing this  one of  the l i t t le  boys 
said to  me that  his  dad used to  f ish here for  days and sleep 
nights  here and he would never catch anything.

As I  was doing this  with the shakes,  trying to  screw a hook 
bait  to  the bait  screw,  I  attached a  lead and lowered the r ig 
over the s ide into the water.  This  is  where the schoolboy error, 
or  the pure excitement just  took over,  as  I  didn’t  set  the net 
up.  As  I  lowered the r ig  in  and the lead hit  the bottom,  I  pul led 
about  2ft  of  l ine out  the reel  to  rest  the rod on the fence,  and i t 
nearly  got  pul led into the water.  Within l i teral ly  ten seconds, 
I  was in .  I  grabbed the rod,  picked i t  up,  and straight  away 
this  f ish just  started stripping l ine l ike no other.  The l i t t le 
boys were just  standing there with their  jaws on the f loor.  The 
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picture of  their  faces  wil l  st ick with me forever.  He said to  me, 
“What ’s  going on? What ’s  happening?”  I ’ l l  never forget  those 
words.

To be total ly  honest ,  I  couldn’t  even reply  to  this  l i t t le  fel la , 
as  I  didn’t  even have a  c lue myself  what  was going on.  Al l  I 
knew was that  I  was attached to  one angry f ish ,  and i t  was 
stripping l ine along and underneath the f loating manmade 
f lowerbed is lands.  They are square metal  cages that  f loat 
in  the water  for  the f lowers to  be planted in .  Now,  this  f ish 
was on a  mission,  trying to  get  as  far  under these as  possible 
while  I  was standing there just  trying to  stop i t  s lowly and 
wondering how the bloody hel l  I  was going to  c l imb over the 
fence,  set  up the net  and land this  f ish safely.  At  f irst  I  thought 
this  would be a  relat ively  easy task,  as  I ’ve  had this  happen a 
few t imes with double  takes and also other schoolboy errors 
of  excitement in  the past .

So,  I  was s lowly playing this  f ish and also trying to  pop the 
landing net  poles  into the spreader block unti l  I  saw this  f ish 
surface just  down in front  of  me.  I  now knew this  was a  good 
f ish ,  making this  task of  putt ing the poles  into the spreader 
block virtual ly  impossible . 

The second charge of  the f ish became very dangerous.  There’s 
la  raised bar  of  old concrete  in  this  dock that  I  think was 
maybe poured there when they were being redeveloped with 
al l  the houses in  the area.  I t  went  across  the bar,  and straight 
away I  could feel  the grating on the l ine .  While  al l  this  was 
going on,  I  st i l l  hadn’t  managed to  put  the net  up,  and the two 
l i t t le  boys were just  standing there with pure excitement on 
their  faces .  Bless  them; they weren’t  real ly  saying anything at 
a l l  and lett ing me concentrate .
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While  the f ish was the other s ide of  the concrete  bar,  I  thought 

I ’d  better  quickly  get  the net  up.  I  took a  mega r isk and just 
opened the c lutch r ight  up and laid the rod on the f loor  for  the 
longest  20 seconds of  my l i fe  while  I  put  the net  together.  Now 
I  could just  batt le  this  f ish with no worries  and get  the beast 
in  the net .  As  i t  came across  the bar  and was wallowing on the 
surface,  I  could see how black i t  was.  By now,  not  real is ing I 
had a  massive crowd standing behind me,  I  took the f irst  swipe 
at  the f ish .  Lucki ly  i t  went  in  f irst  t ime,  and I  got  a  massive 
cheer from al l  the people  behind me.  The two l i t t le  boys came 
running over,  and we al l  peered down together as  I  opened up 
the net  to  have a  proper look at  the f ish .

This  is  when I  knew she was a  good one…
Straight  away I  made that  cal l .  I t  had been less  than 25 minutes 

s ince I ’d  last  spoken to  my mate Jack when I  was making my 
way over to  the dock,  and I  said to  him,  “Dude,  you’d better 
hurry up;  I ’ve  got  a  black miniature submarine sitt ing in  the 
bottom of  my net!”

He repl ied,  “Yeah,  whatever,  you nutter.  I  doubt  you’ve even 
got  there yet .”  I  was l ike ,  “Honestly,  mate .  I  have one of  the 
bigger  f ish s itt ing in  the net!”  I  made i t  c lear  that  i t  wasn’t 
the biggest  one I ’d  seen,  but  i t  was def initely  over  the magical 
mark.  He assured me he was only  f ive  minutes  away,  and I 
just  waited there,  shaking l ike a  leaf  from adrenal in  while  the 
crowds of  people  were wait ing to  see what  was in  my net . 
Being the type of  angler  I  am,  I  never thought  I ’d  actual ly 
want  to  share any of  these captures with the carp world,  so  we 
just  waited for  everyone to  get  bored of  wait ing around before 
we got  this  beast  out  of  the s l ing for  pictures .

Unfortunately,  when we f inal ly  got  around to  gett ing her  out 
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the s l ing,  the two l i t t le  boys were no longer around.  I  would 
have loved to  show them the f ish properly.  Anyhow,  we moved 
the f ish a  l i t t le  bit  away from the dock just  so I  could get  some 
pictures  of  this  true beast  without  loads of  people  actual ly 
seeing what  I  had caught  –  a  hard task in  a  bui l t -up area – 
urban f ishing at  i ts  f inest .  We did the pictures  and a  l i t t le 
video as  quickly  as  possible ,  and then just  retuned this  f ine 
specimen straight  away.  As  you can see,  i t ’s  a  proper dark old 
character,  and I ’m pretty  sure i t  had only  ever  seen a  hook a 
couple  of  t imes in  i ts  l i fet ime i f  at  a l l .

I  did the off  with my fr iend,  as  that ’s  my style  of  f ishing so 
as  not  to  spook the f ish out  too much.  I  la id  down another 
massive bed of  bait  for  my return early  hours the next  morning 
with a  proper setup to  f ish for  a  few hours .  Struggl ing to  s leep 
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pictures  of  this  true beast  without  loads of  people  actual ly 
seeing what  I  had caught  –  a  hard task in  a  bui l t -up area – 
urban f ishing at  i ts  f inest .  We did the pictures  and a  l i t t le 
video as  quickly  as  possible ,  and then just  retuned this  f ine 
specimen straight  away.  As  you can see,  i t ’s  a  proper dark old 
character,  and I ’m pretty  sure i t  had only  ever  seen a  hook a 
couple  of  t imes in  i ts  l i fet ime i f  at  a l l .

I  did the off  with my fr iend,  as  that ’s  my style  of  f ishing so 
as  not  to  spook the f ish out  too much.  I  la id  down another 
massive bed of  bait  for  my return early  hours the next  morning 
with a  proper setup to  f ish for  a  few hours .  Struggl ing to  s leep 
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that  night  thinking about  that  proper beauty that  I ’d  caught ,  I 
returned early  hours the next  morning for  a  very hectic  session 
indeed.

I  took a  di f ferent  fr iend with me,  Lee,  who I  had told about 
what  I  was doing al l  a long.  I  keep that  c ircle  small ,  but  I  took 
him because I  kind of  knew how this  was going to  go.  On 
arrival ,  I  landed quite  a  few tench off  the spot  and honestly 
thought  they would blow my chances of  a  few carp unti l  the 
carp turned up and I  was proved wrong.  The majority  of  them 
were pretty,  smaller  f ish ,  but  I  think I  landed every single  carp 
in  this  dock on that  morning apart  from two other commons I ’d 
seen… and then something else  mega happened.  The smaller 
common showed up over the magical  mark,  and we quickly 
unhooked i t  and took a  video before returning her  because of 
what  happened next .

While  we were deal ing with the common and making a  video, 
one of  my other rods had a  take,  so  I  quickly  picked up the 
rod while  my fr iend returned the f ish for  me.  Now at  f irst  i t 
was very weird,  and the commotion started as  I  real ised I  had 
hooked a  bloody tufty  duck.  Normally,  I  would just  be able 
to  land and release a  duck safely,  and as  you can see in  the 
pictures ,  he was very fr iendly,  but  I  had a  woman and a  man 
behind me causing me so much grief ,  which made this  task 
very hard indeed.  I t  was gett ing on in  the morning,  and I  was 
looking to  make a  move away from the area,  as  I  didn’t  want 
too many people  seeing me f ishing there.  I f  someone sees 
me f ishing there,  they know there must  be something worth 
catching,  and then i t  just  gets  mobbed.After  this  bird attack,  I 
was thinking that  the swim was probably going to  be dead,  but 
I  sat  on i t  for  another hour,  and in  this  hour,  I  f inal ly  caught 
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the last  f ish that  I  wanted.  I  was s lowly putt ing my stuff  away, 
and I  needed the toi let ,  so  I  said to  my fr iend,  “Watch the rods 
while  I  quickly  go to  the loo.”

I  was gone no longer than a  couple  of  minutes ,  and as  I  was 
walking back towards the dock,  I  could hear  my fr iend shouting 
my name at  the top of  his  voice .  I  ran as  fast  as  I  could,  and 
as  I  turned the corner,  my fr iend was standing there with my 
rod in  his  hand just  shouting,  “ I t ’s  the big  one!”  I  jumped over 
the fence,  grabbed the rod,  and he told me that  as  the buzzer 
screamed off ,  the f ish came straight  out  the water.  So now he’s 
tel l ing me I ’m playing the big  one!

Well ,  i t  got  snagged,  but  lucki ly  I  got  a  di f ferent  angle  on 
the f ish and got  i t  moving again straight  away.  Then I  saw it 
rol l  out  in  front  of  me,  and I  knew it  was the big  girl .  I t  didn’t 
f ight  that  much,  as  I  don’t  think i t  had ever  seen a  hook.  By 
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now,  I  had a  massive crowd looking down on the dock where 
I  was f ishing.  We quickly  netted her,  but  to  be honest ,  I  was 
panicking,  as  this  f ish just  wouldn’t  s i t  upright  in  the water, 
and I  honestly  thought  she was going to  bel ly  up.  I t  real ly 
bothered me,  and I  just  wanted to  return her,  but  I  couldn’t  get 
her  to  s i t  up.  Eventual ly  she did ,  and I  got  some real ly  quick 
pictures  and then just  got  her  back.  So the pictures  weren’t 
the best ,  but  what  a  common carp!

Sadly,  loads of  people  got  wind of  these few f ish I  caught 
from the dock.  I t  got  f ished so hard with so much pressure, 
and someone has now stolen that  f ish ,  which is  very sad,  and 
that ’s  why I  tended to  keep most  of  my f ishing underground 
unti l  now,  and that ’s  why I  have shared some of  my captures 
in  Big  Carp magazine.  Happy t imes as  always,  and I  hope you 
enjoyed them.  Unti l  my new adventures… 
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MYMY
 WINTER WINTER

JAMES BROMLEY

I  had a  good summer last  year  on my local  syndicate ,  The 
Wharf  in  Cardif f .  I  banked plenty of  f ish but  was very unlucky 
with the s izes .  I  was consistently  catching,  but  the biggest 
f ish I  landed was a  27lb common.  The f ish in  the Wharf  are 
stunning and not  easy to  catch,  so  I  was very happy with my 
results ,  but  i t  was also frustrating,  as  I  spent  a  lot  of  t ime 
watching the big  girls  who are not  shy of  showing themselves… 
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but  hooking one is  a  chal lenge.  I  was planning on f ishing The 
Wharf  through the winter  but  ended up deciding to  purchase 
a  winter  t icket  on Sandhurst  Lake.  I t ’s  a  water  that  I  have 
always wanted to  visit ,  and i t ’s  known to f ish well  through the 
colder  months,  so  I  was very excited for  the winter  ahead.  I 
had a  short  day session on a  day t icket  water  in  Swansea the 
week before my f irst  tr ip  down to Yateley and managed to  bag 
one of  the biggest  in  the lake,  a  38lb common.  This  was my 
f irst  30 of  the year,  and I  hoped this  was the start  of  things to 
come.

The plan was test ing Bait-Tech’s  new boi l ie  range,  Triple-N, 
which smelled and looked the part .  I t  was easy to  see that  i t ’s 
a  bait  that  the f ish can digest  easi ly,  but  I  wanted to  see how 
the f ish responded to  i t ,  and Sandhurst  was the perfect  place 
to  put  i t  to  the test . 
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At the start  of  November,  I  chose to  do a  f ive-night  session 

on my f irst  tr ip  to  try  and learn as  much about  the lake as 
possible  and to  give me the best  chance of  f iguring out  where 
the f ish l iked to  spend their  t ime.  I  had done a  bit  of  research 
on the lake,  but  wanted to  go and try  working things out 
myself ,  as  we al l  know each year is  di f ferent ,  and carp can be 
unpredictable  at  the best  of  t imes.  A lot  of  the information I 
was gett ing was to  f ish the deeper areas of  the lake,  as  this  is 
where the f ish l ike to  hold up. 

After  a  lap of  the stunning venue,  I  stopped in  a  peg that 
was a  known good area in  winter  with access  to  the deeper 
depression out  in  the centre of  the lake.  My f irst  night  was 
quiet  with a  decent  s ize  tench being the only  act ion.  I  spent 
the morning scanning the water  trying to  f ind something to 
go on,  and f inal ly  I  saw a show in front  of  the peg next  door. 
This  was an unfancied peg,  which spends a  lot  of  t ime vacant , 
according to  the bai l i f fs .  I  wasted no t ime in  gett ing in  there 
and having a  l i t t le  feel  around just  to  check a  r ig  could be 
presented.  I  noticed there was a  shal low bar with a  depth of 
about  4-5ft  direct ly  where the f ish showed.  Around half  an 
hour after  placing a  r ig  on i t ,  my f irst  Sandhurst  f ish was in 
the net  –  a  lovely  27lb mirror.  I  then chose to  f ish al l  three 
rods on the spot  and give them a bit  of  bait ,  as  the temp was 
st i l l  mild .  By the end of  the session,  I  had banked nine f ish , 
the biggest  being 34lb with four of  them being over 30lb. 

A week and half  later  I  headed back down,  st i l l  buzzing 
about  my session the week before.  I  was amazed that  I  could 
s l ip  straight  back into the same peg,  and I  was confident  of  a 
bite .  I  repeated the exact  process  that  was doing the job for 
me the week before,  and I  was up nice  and early  wait ing for 
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the rod to  go.  That  morning I  had two 30lb-plus  f ish ,  and just 
as  I  thought  the feeding spel l  had ended,  my left  rod melted 
off ,  and I  was attached to  something that  I  just  couldn’t  stop. 
I t  headed straight  into a  weedbed to  the left  of  the bar  and 
locked up. 

Fearing the worst ,  I  cal led the bai l i f f  for  the boat  and rested 
the rod back on the rests .  After  ten minutes ,  and with the 
bai l i f f  on his  way round with the boat ,  i t  started to  str ip  l ine 
once again.  After  a  hard batt le  i t  was in  the net ,  a  40lb 12oz 
Yateley common.  I t  was an amazing feel ing,  and probably the 
best  morning’s  f ishing I  have had. 

As  expected,  the weeks fol lowing this ,  the peg started to  get 
popular,  and gett ing in  there was dif f icult .  I  continued to  work 
the swim,  and I  a lso found other s imilar  spots  in  other  pegs at 
this  end of  the lake.  I  was consistently  gett ing bites  each t ime 
I  went  down and regularly  bagging f ish over  the 30lb mark. 
The one morning that  stood out  was the last  morning of  a 
three-night  st int  on which I  had picked up a  few small  f ish the 
previous nights .  The temperature was s lowly dropping each 
night ,  and by the third night  i t  was down to -7 .  With the Lake 
start ing to  freeze at  half  s ix  in  the morning,  I  had two beeps 
on the r ight  rod,  and I  was in .  i t  fe l t  a  good weight  but  came 
in  without  a  f ight ,  and the f ish easi ly  s l ipped into the net .  As  I 
l i f ted the net  I  couldn’t  bel ieve my luck!  I  had my main target , 
and one of  the most  wanted day t icket  carp in  the country, 
Nige’s  Fish,  at  a  very good weight  of  42lb 8oz.  I  ended my 
t ime on Sandhurst  mid-February and had banked two 40lb-
plus  f ish ,  nine 30s and plenty of  stunning Sandhurst  20s . 

To tackle  this  venue,  my rig  choice was my version of  the st i f f 
hinge r ig  where I  attach the st i f f  sect ion to  a  semi-st i f f  coated 
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braid using an Albright  knot .  I  f ished this  on a  hel icopter  setup 
using the Korda Hel isafes  to  drop the lead.  This  setup worked 
great  for  me with amazing hookholds and not  one f ish lost .  I 
f ished these using the Triple-N coloured pop-ups over a  bed of 
whole  and chopped Triple-N boi l ies  with the Bait-tech Scopex 
corn and Bait-tech Supersede Hemp.  I  soaked al l  this  in  the 
Nutty  glug.  My confidence in  the bait  grew week by week,  and 
I  was amazed by how much of  the bait  these f ish where going 
through considering the water  temperature… and this  year  is 
the f irst  winter  I  have not  used maggot  at  a l l  and the results 
where staggering. 

After  an amazing campaign up at  Yateley,  i t  was t ime to  get 
back to  the Wharf .  With my confidence high,  I  stuck to  what 
was working for  me,  and the only  thing I  changed was my rig , 
which I  changed to  the Ronnie r ig  due to  the amazing hookholds 
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I ’d  been seeing.  The Wharf  is  di f f icult  at  the best  of  t imes,  and 
I  hadn’t  heard of  many bites  through the winter,  so  I  knew I 
had my work cut  out . 

On my f irst  session back,  amazingly  I  spotted some f ish 
down one end of  the 30-acre dock,  and this  was al l  I  needed. 
I  baited with a  ki lo  of  my usual  mix ,  and the next  morning I 
had a  stunning mid double  common,  and i t  was nice  to  get  of f 
the mark straight  away.  The fol lowing couple  of  weeks handed 
me a  few overnight  blanks without  seeing a  s ingle  s ign of  f ish , 
and I  remembered how chal lenging this  water  can be.  St icking 
to  my routine,  I  headed down after  work for  a  short  overnight 
session.  While  walking around,  I  noticed a  bit  of  f izzing in  a 
part icular  area.  This  being the only  s ign I  had seen in  weeks, 
I  quickly  loaded the barrow and headed round.  The average 
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depth down this  end of  the lake is  around 12ft ,  and I  found a 
shal lower plateau around 7ft  and baited with my usual  mix of 
corn,  hemp and boi l ie .  I  f ished two rods over this  and one in 
the margins .  Just  before I  went  to  s leep I  noticed small  s l icks 
coming up over my spot ,  and at  two in  the morning I  had a 
small  stockie  around 8lb .  I  quickly  got  the rod back out  and 
got  some sleep. 

JAMES BROMLEY
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the margins .  Just  before I  went  to  s leep I  noticed small  s l icks 
coming up over my spot ,  and at  two in  the morning I  had a 
small  stockie  around 8lb .  I  quickly  got  the rod back out  and 
got  some sleep. 
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At 6 .30 in  the morning I  was woken to  a  screaming run and 

after  a  hard batt le  I  landed a  f ish known as  Pawprint ,  which 
is  a  lovely  scaly  warrior  which weighted 36lb 13oz.  Rather 
than top up bait  and risk spooking the swim,  I  decided to  s it 
on my hands,  and a  few hours later  I  had one of  the Wharf ’s 
stunning mid double  commons.  The rod went  back out ,  and a 
storm moved in .  The condit ions where terrible ,  and as  I  was 
sat  on my bedchair  holding on to  my storm poles  thinking 
the bivvy was going to  take off ,  I  had a  savage back drop. 
Out  in  the storm,  the f ish was stripping l ine ,  and the power 
was unbelievable .  50 yards down the bank,  I  was start ing to 
gain on the f ish ,  and out  in  the middle ,  the f ish rol led,  and I 
immediately  knew it  was the biggest  f ish in  the lake.  A few 
more minutes  passed,  and I  f inal ly  netted the beast .  I t ’s  was a 
46lb mirror known as  Eben Haezer,  which is  the biggest  l iving 
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f ish in  Wales .

My winter  this  year  has been amazing and one I  wil l  never 
forget .  I  put  my success  down to determination in  being out 
on the bank every week no matter  what  the weather and 
working as  hard as  I  can to  put  the odds in  my favour.  This 
is  vital ,  as  my t ime on the bank is  l imited due to  my ful l  t ime 
job and young family  at  home.  Also important  is  confidence 
in  my bait .  The Triple-N boi l ie  has  worked amazingly  for  me 
through the hardest  t ime of  the year.  The pul l ing power of  the 
bait  is  impressive ,  and the evidence is  there,  as  many of  the 
f ish I  caught  have been excreting the bait  on the mat ,  which 
shows just  how easy the bait  is  for  the carp to  digest .  Going 
into spring my confidence is  at  i ts  highest  after  a  total  this 
winter  of  three 40lb-plus  f ish with ten 30lb-plus  f ish and many 
stunning backup f ish al l  in  just  four months.

JAMES BROMLEY
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O n  t h e  1 6 t h J u n e ,  I  d e c i d e d  t o  p u t  a l l  my  e f fo r t s  i n t o  t h e  c a n a l 
f i s h i n g  a s  a  n e w  c h a l l e n g e .  M y  f i r s t  m ove  wa s  t o  b a i t  u p  a 
c o u p l e  o f  s p o t s  u s i n g  D y n a m i t e  C rave  b o i l i e s  w i t h  p e l l e t  a n d 
ke e p i n g  my  eye  o n  t h e m .  A f t e r  a  we e k  b a i t i n g  u p ,  I  m a n a g e d 
t o  g e t  a  fe w  f i s h  fe e d i n g  o n  t h e  a re a ,  s o  I  d e c i d e d  t o  g e t  t h e 
ro d s  o u t  a n d  m a n a g e d  t o  c a t c h  fo u r  f i s h ,  a  c o u p l e  o f  l o w 
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d o u b l e s ,  t wo  m i d  t we n t i e s  a n d  e n d l e s s  b re a m .  T h e re fo re , 
I  d e c i d e d  t o  c h a n g e  my  a p p ro a c h  o n  b a i t i n g  u p ,  n o t  u s i n g 
p e l l e t s  a t  a l l ,  a n d  t h a t  d e f i n i t e ly  m a d e  a  d i f fe re n c e .

O n  my  fo l l o w i n g  v i s i t ,  I  d e c i d e d  t o  g e t  4 8  h o u r s  o n  t h e 
s p o t ,  a n d  I ’ m  g l a d  I  d i d .  I  m a n a g e d  t o  l a n d  1 2  f i s h ,  w i t h 
s i x  o f  t h e m  b e i n g  ove r  2 0 l b  a n d  s c a ly.  T h e  d ay  a f t e r,  I  wa s 
t a l k i n g  t o  a  c o u p l e  o f  g o o d  f r i e n d s ,  J a ke  L u n d  a n d  D a n i e l 
S m i t h ,  a n d  t h e y  t o l d  m e  t h e re  wa s  a  f i s h  i n  t h a t  s t re t c h  t h a t 
ra re ly  v i s i t  t h e  b a n k  c a l l e d  C ra c ke r,  a  m i d  3 0 ,  s o  I  c o u l d n’ t 
wa i t  t o  g o  b a c k .

O n  F r i d a y  e v e n i n g ,  I  g o t  a l l  t h e  g e a r  t o g e t h e r  a n d  o f f 
I  w e n t .  I  g o t  t h e  r o d s  o u t ,  a n d  w i t h i n  1 5  m i n u t e s  I  w a s 
i n t o  a  l o w  d o u b l e ,  b u t  t h a t  w a s  i t .  I t  w a s  a  q u i e t  n i g h t , 
s o  o n  f i r s t  l i g h t ,  I  c h a n g e d  m y  t a c t i c s ,  p u t t i n g  o u t  3 k g  o f 
D y n a m i t e  W h i t e  C h o c o l a t e  b o i l i e s ,  a n d  i t  d i d n’ t  t a k e  l o n g 
b e f o r e  I  l a n d e d  a  m i d  t w e n t y  m i r r o r.  I  g o t  t h e  r o d  b a c k  o u t 
a d d i n g  a n o t h e r  k i l o  o v e r  t h e  t o p ,  a n d  a n  h o u r  l a t e r,  I  h a d  a 
h o o k  p u l l .  T h e r e  w a s  n o  t i m e  t o  f e e l  s o r r y  f o r  m y s e l f ,  s o  I 
s t a r t e d  e v e r y t h i n g  f r o m  f r e s h  –  a  n e w  b l o w b a c k  r i g  w i t h  a 
2 0 m m  W h i t e  C h o c o l a t e  b o i l i e  a n d  g o t  i t  o u t  t h e r e  a s  q u i c k 
a s  I  c o u l d . 

A  c o u p l e  o f  my  m a t e s  t u r n e d  u p ,  s o  I  p u t  t h e  ke t t l e  o n , 
a n d  t h e  ro d  wa s  o f f  a g a i n .  I t  d i d n’ t  fe e l  l i ke  a  g o o d  f i s h  a n d 
I  t o l d  my  m a t e s  I  t h o u g h t  i t  wa s  a  t e n c h ,  b u t  t e n  ya rd s  f ro m 
t h e  b a n k  t h i s  f i s h  ro l l e d  a n d  I  k n e w  i n  t h e  b a c k  o f  my  m i n d 
t h a t  i t  wa s  d e c e n t .  A f t e r  a  l o n g  5  m i n u t e s  i t  wa s  i n  t h e  n e t . 
I  l o o ke d  i n s i d e ,  a n d  t h e re  s h e  wa s .  I  c o u l d n’ t  b e l i eve  i t !  I 
q u i c k ly  c a l l e d  D a n  a n d  J a ke ,  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  f i s h ,  a n d  t h e y 
c o n f i r m e d  i t  wa s  C ra c ke r  a t  a  w h o p p i n g  3 8 l b  8 o z !  I  wa s 
m a d e  u p !

LEE GRIFFINBILL PHILLIPSDICK GAYNERMARCO PINTO
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STEVE BLISS

I  had blanked over several  sessions earl ier  in  the summer, 
and then the f ish spawned,  so I  left  the lake alone.  In  early 
August ,  I  decided on an area that  I  would bait  on a  regular 
basis  and started bait ing about  twice a  week without  putt ing 
any l ines  in  the water.  In  late  August ,  I  f ished the spots  for  the 
f irst  t ime and had a  couple  up to  22lbs .  I  carried on bait ing 
the spots ,  and the fol lowing week,  I  had a  couple  more and 
numerous tench,  so  I  knew the f ish l iked the bait  and were 
visit ing regularly.  By mid-September,  I  did my third session 
and blanked the f irst  24 hours ,  but  at  10am on the second 
morning,  two hours before I  had to  leave,  one of  the rods 
absolutely  exploded into l i fe .  I  f ish with quite  t ight  c lutches , 
but  this  take had the reel  spinning,  and when I  picked up the 
rod,  I  knew this  f ish was somewhat  di f ferent .

It  fought really hard,  and after its  initial  run,  it  kited to my 
right towards a bay.  I  waded out as far as I  could to try to stop 
it  going into the bay to my right ,  and luckily it  stopped just as I 
was thinking I  would lose it .  It  then slowly moved left  into the 
water in front of  me,  and I  then thought I  was starting to win. 
The fish then decided to move left ,  but by now it  was tiring, 
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and I  saw it  near the surface for the first  t ime.  After a few more 
lunges and heavy pulls  against the clutch,  I  had it  in the net .

I called a friend to come and do the photos. He didn’t take long 
to find me and did the fish justice with some great pics. I  got in 
the lake to do some return shots, and the fish, which we weighed 
at 46lb 6oz, swam off strongly. I  am still  baiting the spots with 
mixed particle,  tigers, Cell boilies in various sizes and response 
pellets.  There are a couple more biggies in this lake that I would 
dearly like to see in my net ,  so the hunt continues.

Secret  Diary Sepember 2018:  Fol lowing on from my 46lb’er 
a  few weeks ago,  I ’ve  kept  bait ing the spots  on the pit  twice a 
week.  I  arrived for  a  two-night  session this  week and had a  22 
lb  mirror  at  midnight  on the f irst  night .  Then just  before f irst 
l ight ,  I  had another take,  and after  quite  a  batt le ,  netted what 
was obviously  another of  the lake’s  originals .  I t  was 44lb.

Secret Diary October 2018: After the 44,  I  left  the lake on the 
Wednesday on a high.  I  returned on the Sunday to put more bait 
on the spots.  I  gave the three spots a good dose of  Cell  boilies, 
response pellets,  t igers and a bit  of  hemp. Hopefully this would 
keep them interested for a few days until  I  could return.  That 
was assuming the crays,  tufties and tench left  some.

I  got  back on the Monday just  before dark,  put  a  bit  more 
bait  out ,  and got  the r igs  on the spots .  The f irst  night ,  a  tench 
broke the s i lence,  but  apart  from that ,  I  never saw or  heard 
anything.  On the second night ,  I  had one at  just  under 22lb so 
they were st i l l  v is i t ing.

The fol lowing Sunday,  I  was back,  and again,  I  gave i t  some 
bait .  The Monday routine fol lowed,  and the three rods were 
out  over  the bait  just  before dark.  After  a  couple  of  hours ,  a 
tench was in  the net ,  but  then al l  was quiet  for  the rest  of  the 
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night .  The second night  arrived,  and I  heard a  carp crash out 
to  my left ,  but  not  far  away,  I  thought .

Just  before midnight ,  the r ight  hand rod was away,  and 
straight  away,  I  knew it  was a  good f ish .  I t  stayed deep and 
slowly moved left  and refused to  turn.  I  waded out  to  get  a 
better  angle  and stopped i t  reaching some branches in  the 
water  by a  few inches .  I t  s lowly came round in  front  of  me, 
and although close to  nett ing,  i t  wouldn’t  give in .  After  some 
minutes ,  I  eventual ly  netted an obviously  large carp.

I  was amazed at  the length of  the f ish ,  and i t  weighed 47lb.  So 
that  was three fort ies  in  just  over a  month!  What  an autumn! 
Who knows what  other  uncaught  monsters  this  lake holds? 
Keep reading Big  Carp.

LEE GRIFFINSTEVE BLISS
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and although close to  nett ing,  i t  wouldn’t  give in .  After  some 
minutes ,  I  eventual ly  netted an obviously  large carp.

I  was amazed at  the length of  the f ish ,  and i t  weighed 47lb.  So 
that  was three fort ies  in  just  over a  month!  What  an autumn! 
Who knows what  other  uncaught  monsters  this  lake holds? 
Keep reading Big  Carp.
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KING KING 
OF THEOF THE

THAMES THAMES 

NICK HELLEUR

In  October 2018,  Nick Hel leur smashed the Thames record 
with a  stunning l inear  weighing 50lb 14oz.  This  is  the f irst  t ime 
this  part icular  f ish has been caught  at  over 50lb,  and almost 
certainly  the only  50 that  the Thames has ever  produced.  As 
with almost  every big  r iver  carp in  the country,  this  f ish has 
escaped at  some point  from a st i l l  water  c lose to  the r iver 
system at  a  t ime of  f lood.  I t  is  a lmost  certain this  f ish once 
l ived in  Dinton Pastures ,  a l though as  yet  no one has produced 
100% posit ive photo evidence on this .  However,  the strain of 
carp is  identical  to  that  stocked by Simon at  Dinton.

This  f ish is  not  a  new capture by any means,  and i ts  r ise 
to  50lb is  wel l  documented with many captures going back 
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to  when this  carp was 30lb-plus ,  some of  which are shown 
here.  Congratulat ions came f looding in  from al l  over  the UK, 
but  some anglers  who were also targeting the f ish were not 
so pleased,  as  they feared Nick would publicise  this  highly 
sought  after  prize  to  please his  sponsors  and cause a  f lood of 
anglers  descending on the Thames seeking glory.  Only t ime 
wil l  te l l ,  but  we at  Big  Carp could not  be more pleased for 
Nick,  as  targeting any known big  f ish for  a  sustained two-year 
campaign is  hard work and prizes  are well  deserved.

47-year-old Nick caught  the f ish from his  own trai ler  boat 
on the middle  Thames after  a  two-year campaign on the r iver, 
and we understand he is  st i l l  f ishing this  stretch.  I t  is  the 
same f ish as  the old off ic ial  Thames carp record of  48lb 7oz 
caught  in  2017 by Steve Shenfield and at  45lb by Katch Bul lett 
sometime before.

Here’s  what  St icky Baits ,  one of  Nick’s  sponsors  had to  say: 
“Nick Hel leur broke the Thames carp record this  morning, 
banking this  colossal  50lb 12oz mirror,  the culmination 
of  an intense campaign that  even a  broken ankle  couldn’t 
interrupt!  He’s  been targeting the mighty Thames for  the last 
two years ,  spending the majority  of  his  t ime since the start  of 
this  season on a  stretch of  the middle  r iver,  in  search of  what 
many consider  to  be the most  desirable  and rarely  caught  carp 
that  the famous river  holds .  As  storm Cal lum crashed through 
the Thames Val ley,  Nick was locked in  batt le  with the king of 
the r iver  after  i t  fe l l  to  his  Kri l l/Signature Squid snowman 
hookbait .  He was visibly  moved to  bank what  he described as , 
“The best  carp in  the country ”  and record the f irst  f i f ty  that 
the Thames has ever  produced.”

Nick said:  “ I ’m ful ly  aware my l i fe  is  di f ferent  to  most  other 
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anglers;  i t ’s  l ike  Groundhog Day.  I  nearly  always wake up on the 
bank,  head off  to  a  café  for  a  coffee and maybe some breakfast 
and then go on to  a  di f ferent  water.  I f  that  isn’t  r ight ,  I  head 
off  for  another venue.  I ’ve  always had an insatiable  thirst  for 
catching carp,  but  I  get  bored easi ly  and move around a  lot . 
I ’ve  done more f ishing than most  people  with a  ful l - t ime job 
could do in  ten l i fet imes.  I ’ve  been after  this  f ish for  the past 
two years ,  and I ’d  say i t ’s  the best  carp in  the country.  I  baited 
up a  lot ,  as  there are just  so many bream in there,  putt ing in 
r idiculous amounts .  Tactics  were f ishing a  snowman rig  with 
a  glugged St icky Baits  Kri l l  bottom bait  and a  Signature Squid 
pop-up over lots  of  peanuts  and Kri l l  boi l ies .  I  a lso f ished 
a  bit  di f ferently,  not  using bite  alarms,  but  sea f ishing-style 
with bel ls  added to  the rod t ips .  I t  means I  can f ish t ight  l ines 
and get  instant  indication,  as  I  don’t  want  to  wind in  a  bream 
the next  morning that  has  been hooked al l  night .”

With his  boat  on a  trai ler,  each tr ip  to  the spot  from the 
access  s l ipway involved going through two locks as  part  of 
a  two-hour journey.  Nick said:  «I  anchored up away from 
the bank on Thursday evening and caught  f ive  or  s ix  bream 
within moments  of  each other before the act ion ceased.  About 
10pm,  after  I ’d  had a  glass  of  wine,  I  l istened to  the radio , 
having a  lovely  t ime.  My dog was with me,  I  had the candles 
on,  and I  heard a  big  s losh and the al l  the coots  went  wild .  Not 
long after  that ,  I  must  have fal len asleep.  I t  was in  the early 
hours when I  had the take.  I f  I ’m honest ,  had I  lost  i t ,  I  would 
have said i t  was an upper-20 common,  as  i t  was very fast ,  l ike 
a  tuna. 

The f ight  was a  complete  nightmare;  i t  was a  farce .  I t  pul led 
so hard that  i t  pul led the boat  of f  i ts  rear  anchor on the 
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marginal  shelf .  I t  was pul l ing the boat  around as  I  was playing 
i t ,  as  the rear  anchor had lost  i ts  footing.  The weed has just 
started to  break up,  and I  had to  put  the rod down and pul l 
handfuls  of  rott ing streamer weed off  the l ine .  I  must  have 
done that  half  a  dozen t imes,  but  sometimes your name’s  on 
a  f ish ,  and my name was on this  one.  I t  was an absolute  beast 
of  a  f ight  that  lasted 40 minutes  or  more.  At  f irst  I  thought  i t 
was a  common before gl impsing i ts  l inear  scal ing as  i t  neared 
the net  in  thick mist .  I  was actual ly  s ick;  I  retched and pul led 
a  proper whitey.  When I  real ised what  i t  was,  my heart  was 
racing.  You’ve got  to  remember how big  i t  is .  A  30lb r iver  carp 
is  a  huge f ish ,  but  50-pounder is  just  something else  entirely.  I 
was absolutely  beside myself  with stress .  That  night  I  swear I 
aged ten years .  I t ’s  a  huge responsibi l i ty  to  look after  that  f ish . 
I t ’s  the rarest  thing you wil l  ever  see;  i t ’s  a  l iving dinosaur. 
I  had been f ishing the area for  three months and was planning 
to  target  this  spot  later  in  the autumn,  but  the capture of 
two 20s during an earl ier  session brought  forward my plans. 
I  baited very heavi ly  with peanuts  f lavoured with half  a  ki lo 
of  “the hottest  chi l l i  powder avai lable”  per  bucket  and lots  of 
salt ,  plus  glugged St icky Kri l l  boi l ies .  I  baited for  i t ;  I  stuck to 
one aim,  and I  thought ,  ‘ I  wi l l  feed them to an area’,  and that ’s 
ef fect ively  what  I  did .  I  was trying to  bui ld  a  spot .  Nobody else 
was f ishing there,  and with the head of  bream,  you seriously 
couldn’t  have put  enough bait  in .”

Thinking Anglers ,  another of  Nick’s  sponsors  had this  to  say: 
“On Friday morning,  Nick Hel leur rocked the angl ing world by 
banking a  50lb mirror  from the River  Thames.  Not  only  was i t 
the biggest  carp the famous r iver  has ever  produced,  i t  has  to 
be undoubtedly one of  the best- looking f ish to  swim the UK. 
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Having targeted the Thames for  a  couple  of  years ,  Nick was 
only  too aware of  the chal lenges that  the r iver  holds and the 
demands that  i t  places  on the angler  and his  kit .  So ,  he stuck 
to  his  guns,  f ishing large snowman hookbaits  over  big  beds of 
boi l ies  and peanuts  on simple r igs  constructed from strong 
and rel iable  tackle  and opting for  one of  our new test  hooks 
in  a  s ize  5 .  I t  didn’t  let  him down despite  the colossal  mirror 
test ing everything to  the l imit  during a  brutal  batt le  in  and 
out  of  the weed.”

As more and more carp anglers  f ish the Thames,  i ts  secrets 
are s lowly being uncovered to  the carp angl ing world.  Some 
would say there are no secrets  left ,  but  our sources are 
convinced there is  st i l l  at  least  one huge f ish that  has  been 
seen in  a  di f ferent  stretch in  the Reading area that  wil l  smash 
the 50lb barrier  when landed.  We would not  be surprised i f 
this  incredible  waterway has other  surprises  what  with i ts 
sheer s ize  compared to  any other carp venue in  the UK.

Even though Nick knew the location of  the beast  from previous 
captures ,  let ’s  not  underestimate the amount of  hard work 
and dedication Nick put  into his  campaign over this  two-year 
period.  Nick said the next  day:  “Like al l  these things ,  i t ’s  st i l l 
s inking in ,  i f  I ’m honest .  I  feel  I ’ve  been rewarded for  keeping 
the faith  in  this  style  of  f ishing.  I ’m just  real ly  happy.”

NICK HELLEUR
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