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Well winter didnt seem to hang around 

for long. Locally it froze for about a week 

and since then it’s been temperatures 

in the high singles and even touching 

10 degrees!! There seem to be plenty of 

anglers out enjoying these unseasonably 

mild conditions and the carp, on the 

whole, are playing ball.  There could be 

some record weights coming this spring if 

the carp have fed all winter!!

We have another packed edition for 

you this month with a whole host of top 

tips and advice from some of the best 

anglers around. Then we have a great 

new mini series from Rich Hogg who’s 

been targetting the canals and having 

consistent success. So many carp have 

escaped into our river and canal sections 

but they stil l  get over-looked. if you’re 

looking for a new challenge maybe a local 

river or canal could be worth a shot! 
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BIG CARP and FREE LINE ADVERTISING PRICES SLASHED!
SOCIAL MEDIA ADVERTISING NOT AS EFFECTIVE?
Want to grow your business? We can put your products in f ront  of  a 
massive new audience.  Emai l  me at  info@bigcarpmagazine.co.uk or  cal l  me 
07768731425 for  the latest  deal .
I  promise you i ts  cheaper than you think.  Both magazines are FREE! Our 
readership is  HUGE!
Join me in the UK’s favourite carp magazines with over  40 years of 
experience in carp f ishing publ icat ions. 
Rob Mayl in
See both magazines FREE here -  www.freel inemagazine.com
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For the f i rst  t ime ever, we’re running 

the Carp Batt le  Pairs  Tournament -  an 

al l -out , two-angler  team competit ion 

where strategy, ski l l  and stamina col l ide.

The pr ize? A whopping £10,000 in cash 

for  the champions, and a total  pr ize fund 

worth £20K up for  grabs!

DATES & FISHERIES -  QUALIFIERS:

Q1: 24-26 Apr 2026 -  Linear  Fisheries 

CARP 
BATTLE 
DATES 
OUT NOW 
- £20K IN 
PRIZES 
TO WIN 
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Brasenose 2 (16 pairs)

SOLD OUT

Q2: 2-4 Oct 2026 -  Linear 

Fisheries Oxlease Lake (20 

pairs)

2 SPOTS REMAINING

Q3: 13-15 Nov 2026 -  Berners 

Hal l  Fishery The Res (16 pairs)

PLENTY OF AVAILABILITY

Q4: 23-25 Apr 2027 -  Linear 

Fisheries St  Johns Lake (18 

pairs)

PLENTY OF AVAILABILITY

GRAND FINAL :

 10-13 Sep 2027 -  Sandhurst 

Lake (12 pairs)

CASH PRIZES:

1st  Place -  £10,000 CASH

2nd Place -  £2,000 CASH

3rd Place -  £1,000 CASH

Plus:

Free Entry to Grand Finale.

Tournament Biggest  Fish 

Award worth £1,000 in sponsor 

pr izes.

Qual i f ier  Trophies: At each 

qual i f ier, three pairs  who 

secure a place in the Grand 

Finale wi l l  receive exclusive 

trophies as last ing keepsakes 

of  their  achievement.

Grand Finale Trophies: 

magnif ic ient  t rophies worth 

£2,000 wi l l  be awarded to 1st , 

2nd, 3rd place, and for  the 

Tournament’s  Biggest  Fish.

TOURNAMENT STRUCTURE

A total  of  12 pairs  wi l l 

advance to the Grand Finale 

(GF) .

Q1 -  3  GF spots

Q2 -  3  GF spots

Q3 -  3  GF spots

Q4 -  3  GF spots

Each qual i f ier  wi l l  be divided 

into sect ions.

The best  ONE pair  per 

sect ion wi l l  advance to the 

GF.

QUALIFIERS ENTRY FEE: 

£550 per  pair.

You can secure your spot 

with a £200 deposit  -  the 

balance is  due no later  than 3 

weeks before your qual i f ier.

Spaces are l imited.

Ful l  rules and t icket  detai ls 

in the comments.

Fish hard.  Win big.  The 

batt le  is  on
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F
ans of Mortimer 

& Whitehouse: 

Gone Fishing were 

delighted as Bob 

Mortimer shared a touching 

update on Ted, the much-loved 

dog who has become a fan 

favourite. Now 15 years old, 

Ted is “knocking on a bit” but 

remains happy, healthy, and 

very much part of Bob’s life.

Ted continues to join Bob 

and Paul Whitehouse on their 

riverside adventures, sometimes 

strolling alongside them and, for 

longer walks, riding comfortably 

in a pram — ensuring he never 

misses the serene countryside 

moments that have charmed 

viewers over the years.

The update reassures fans 

that Ted remains one of the 

show’s most heartwarming 

highlights, bringing humour, 

companionship, and quiet joy 

to every episode. His enduring 

presence is a reminder of the 

simple pleasures and loyal 

friendships that make the series 

so beloved.

SHOCKLEADER

TED HAPPY 
AND HEALTHY  
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WANT TO 
IMPROVE YOUR 
FISHERY?

W
e ’r e  c u r r e n t l y 

l o o k i n g  f o r 

v o l u n t e e r s 

t o  j o i n  t h e 

Ta c k l i n g  M i n d s  t e a m  a c r o s s 

G r e a t e r  M a n c h e s t e r  a n d 

L a n c a s h i r e.  F i n d  o u t  m o r e  

h t t p s : / / w w w. t a c k l i n g m i n d s .
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o r g / j o b - v a c a n c y / v o l u n t e e r-

ang l ing-coach/  Not  a l l  he roes 

w e a r  c a p e s !  A t  Ta c k l i n g 

M i n d s , w e  a r e  c o m m i t t e d  t o 

s u p p o r t i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h 

m e n t a l  h e a l t h  c h a l l e n g e s 

t h r o u g h  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y 

p r o v e n  b e n e f i t s  o f  f i s h i n g. 

B u t  b e h i n d  e v e r y  s e s s i o n , 

e v e r y  s m i l e, a n d  e v e r y 

s u c c e s s  s t o r y, t h e r e ’s  a  t e a m 

o f  i n c r e d i b l e  v o l u n t e e r s 

d r i v i n g  t h i s  m i s s i o n  f o r w a r d . 

T h e i r  d e d i c a t i o n , e v e n 

i n  c h a l l e n g i n g  w e a t h e r 

c o n d i t i o n s , i s  a  t e s t a m e n t 

t o  t h e i r  c o m m i t m e n t .  R a i n , 

h a i l ,  s h i n e, o r  s n o w, t h e y 

s h o w  u p , r e a d y  t o  m a k e  a 

d i f f e r e n c e.  We  w o u l d n ’t  b e 

w h e r e  w e  a r e  t o d a y  w i t h o u t 

t h e m . 

D u e  t o  i n c r e a s e d  d e m a n d 

f o r  o u r  s e r v i c e s , Ta c k l i n g 

M i n d s  i s  l o o k i n g  f o r 

v o l u n t e e r  a n g l e r s  w h o  s h a r e 

o u r  p a s s i o n  f o r  p a s s i n g  o n 

t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  f i s h i n g.  O u r 

Vo l u n t e e r s : M a k e  a  R e a l 

D i f f e r e n c e  t o  P e o p l e s ’  L i v e s 

G i v e  B a c k  t o  t h e  C o m m u n i t y 

G a i n  N e w  S k i l l s  Fe e l  R e a l l y 

Va l u e d  &  A p p r e c i a t e d  M e e t 

New Peop le  En joy  be ing  a  par t 

o f  o u r  Te a m  Fo r  t h o s e  w h o 

m e e t  o u r  c r i t e r i a , Ta c k l i n g 

M i n d s  w i l l  f u l l y  f u n d  y o u r 

A n g l i n g  C o a c h i n g  c o u r s e s , 

w h i c h  i n c l u d e  a  r e c o g n i s e d 

c o a c h i n g  q u a l i f i c a t i o n , F i r s t 

A i d  C e r t i f i c a t e, S a f e g u a r d i n g 

Tr a i n i n g, a n d  a  D B S  c h e c k .  I f 

you ’re  in te res ted  in  becoming 

a  v o l u n t e e r, p l e a s e  f i l l  o u t  o u r 

s h o r t  o n l i n e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r m  

h t t p s : / / w w w. t a c k l i n g m i n d s .

o r g / j o b - v a c a n c y / v o l u n t e e r-

a n g l i n g - c o a c h /  O n c e 

c o m p l e t e d, w e ’ l l  b e  i n  t o u c h 

t o  i n v i t e  y o u  t o  o n e  o f  o u r 

v o l u n t e e r  o p e n  d a y s , w h e r e 

y o u  c a n  m e e t  t h e  t e a m , s e e 

t h e  l i f e - c h a n g i n g  w o r k  w e 

d o , a s k  a n y  q u e s t i o n s , a n d 

d i s c u s s  y o u r  o n b o a r d i n g 

p r o c e s s  t o  j o i n  y o u r  v e r y 

f i r s t  s e s s i o n .  We  c a n ’t  w a i t 

t o  w e l c o m e  y o u  t o  t h e  t e a m ! 

Ti g h t  L i n e s  f o r  H e a l t h y 

M i n d s 
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BLUEBELL 
WEBSITE 
UPDATED

Have you seen our website? 
Head over to our website for 
rules, lake info and everything 
you need to know about a tr ip 
to Bluebell  Lakes. 

Last  year  we revamped our 
website with a f resh new look.  
Head over  for  the latest  info 
and news
www.bluebel l- lakes.co.uk
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ROBBIE BRIERS 
JOINS THE ESP 
TEAM

Recently voted Carp Angler 

of  the Year  by @cypography 

fo l lowers, Robbie @robbriers 

needs l i t t le  introduction 

regarding his  standing in big 

carp circ les.

Based in Greater Manchester, 

with a demanding ful l - t ime 

job, Robbie st i l l  f inds t ime 

to put maximum ef fort  into 

tough campaigns on tr icky, 

high pressured venues miles 

f rom home.

He has amassed a ta l ly  of 

hugely impressive carp f rom 

a number of  di f ferent  venues 

and has recent ly  been focusing 

on a demanding day only lake 

with some incredible captures.

We’re del ighted to welcome 

Robbie to the ESP team and 

look forward to showcasing a 

few of  his  captures in 2026! 

Which just  leaves us to say, 

Happy New Year and t ight 

l ines for  ‘26! 
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CHILTERN RODS 
NOW BUILDING 
SOUTH COAST 
RODS 

We are please announce 
that  we have recent ly  been 
approached by South Coast 
Rods, who have asked us i f 
we would of fer  a  custom bui ld 
option for  their  products. 
We agreed this  would be a 
great  idea and look forward 
to of fer ing our customers an 
addit ional  range of  high-

qual i ty  carp blanks that  can 
be bui l t  to  any speci f icat ions 
you require.  We can of fer 
var ious options regarding the 
handle, guides, reel  seat  and 
whippings etc so drop us a 
l ine and I ’m sure we can bui ld 
the rods of  your dreams .

h t t p s : / / s o u t h c o a s t r o d s .
com/
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MIKE STARKEY 
RIP BY MARK 
WALSINGHAM

 Very  sad  to  hear  o f  the  death 

o f  Mike  S ta rkey  th is  morn ing. 

I  knew Mike  was  s  a  f r i end, 

a  man  o f  g reat  in tegr i ty  and 

pr inc ip le  and  a  f ine  ang le r. . . .

I  knew Mike  th rough  h is 

membersh ip  o f  the  Ashmead 

Synd icate  but  he  wi l l  be 

ve ry  we l l  known to  many 

th rough  h is  f i sh ing  on 

Ash lea , Redmire, F rensham 

and  e l sewhere, as  we l l  as 

h i s  cont r ibut ions  to  ca rp 

ang l ing  g roups  l i ke  the  CAA 

and  Carp  Soc ie ty.  Mike  made 

a  huge  cont r ibut ion  beh ind 

the  scenes  to  the  p roduct ion 

o f  many  great  ang l ing  books , 

as  we l l  as  wr i t ing  in  h i s  own 

r ight . .
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I t  is  with profound sadness 

that  we announce the sudden 

passing of  our  previous owner, 

Shaun McNutt .

Shaun was the second and 

longest  owner of  TopCats.  He 

took over  in May 2009 and in his 

10 1/2 year’s  here, Shaun was 

instrumental  in developing 

the resort  into the world-

renowned f ishing dest inat ion 

i t  is  has become today.  For  his 

vis ion and dedicat ion, we are 

truly grateful .

His  unexpected death 

occurred recent ly  in Hua Hin 

,short ly  after  he spent a week 

doing what he loved most, 

f ishing.

Our thoughts and deepest 

condolences go out  to Pim, 

Tadpole, and the rest  of  his 

family and f r iends during this 

extremely di f f icult  t ime.

SHAUN McNUTT
RIP
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BAIT 
RANGE

H
ere at Urban, our priority is to 

deliver bait of exceptional quality 

that really stands out in what 

has become a heavily saturated 

industry sector. We pride ourselves on 

producing premium products at a competitive 

price point without ever compromising on 

quality. 

Every product we create is made using only 

the very best ingredients sourced from some 

of the finest producers across the globe. 

Backed with over 30 years of bait formation 

knowledge,  nutritional understanding as well 

as a documented, comprehensive angling 

heritage, all of which is utilised to ensures you 

receive the very best possible results in your 

angling. After all, your success is our future.

www.urbanbait.co.uk
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S
harp have come up 

with arguably the most 

secure backrest ever 

launched. There are 2 

styles, the fixed version and 

the plus with tilts 180 degrees 

- ideal for fishing your rod tips 

high. 

Using a very specific insert 

each rod rest is perfectly 

TAC-TEC

BigCarp 28

SHARP 
ULTRALOCK
BACK RESTS

tuned to your rod. They are 

interchangeable for different 

rod set-ups.

Made using the latest lazer 

printing process from almost 

indestructable nylon these back 

rests will  provide rock solid rod 

security for years to come. 

• www.sharptackle.co.uk

• RRP f rom £15  
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R
ob says, “Nite 

Watches have always 

been popular  with 

carp anglers  and 

Nite has been an integral  part 

of  Big Carp Magazine for  many 

NITE WATCHES
MX10 JUNGLE

years.  The MX 10 has always 

been regarded as the or iginal 

f ie ld watch, but  I  am guessing 

not  many carp anglers  know its 

or igins.  I  wi l l  let  Nite explain.” 

“Original ly  commissioned 
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NITE WATCHES
MX10 JUNGLE

years.  The MX 10 has always 

been regarded as the or iginal 

f ie ld watch, but  I  am guessing 

not  many carp anglers  know its 

or igins.  I  wi l l  let  Nite explain.” 

“Original ly  commissioned 
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for  mi l i tary use, the MX10 

earned i ts  str ipes with the UK 

Special  Forces and secured 

NATO cert i f icat ion.  Evolving 

f rom this  l ineage, our  latest 

MX10 ser ies is  meticulously 

engineered to conquer the 

toughest  environments. 

From treacherous waters 

to re lent less winds and 

icy c l imates, i t  embodies 

unwavering conf idence, ready 

to thr ive in every chal lenge”. 

Rob adds, “In January Nite 

very kindly of fered Big Carp 

and Free Line readers a 

massive £85 discount, an of fer 

they have just  extended to 

include February as i t  has 

been so successful .  I  could 

not  resist  and ordered one 

for  mysel f  immediately.  The 

watch hs not  left  my wrist 

s ince i t  arr ived.  I t ’s  superb 

and wi l l  accompany me on al l 

my f ishing adventures f rom 

this  point  on, both here and 

abroad.  I t  real ly  is  the ult imate 

carp f ishing watch.  Especial ly 

with i ts  Tr i t ium i l lumination. 

Perfect  for  a l l  my night t ime 

carp f ishing.”

• www.nitewatches.com

• RRP £330
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O
ur unique G-Force 

Multi Stove Adapter 

cleverly allows two 

stoves to be used at the 

same time! This high quality Multi 

Stove Adaptor is manufactured 

using CNC machining technology 

and duralumin material, making 

G -FORCE 
MULTI 
ADAPTER 

it durable and reliable. It has 

three 7/16” threaded valve 

outlets available, that can be used 

individually or in pairs. Available 

now from all good Gardner Tackle 

stockists!

• RRP £28.99

• www.gardnertackle.co.uk
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CATCH REPORTS

I ’ve been putt ing a lot  of  t ime and ef fort  in on Cheshire sand 
pit , target ing a carp for  a  couple of  years.  This  year, my dream 
f inal ly  came true and the f ish I  was after  was f inal ly  sulking in 
my Springbow. A combination of  work nights, weekends and a 
lot  of  bait  produced the goods, landing 6 over  30lb and many 
others in a week and a hal f  angl ing to 42lb 2oz -  A f ish known 
as ‘The Hal f  Lin’ , taken on my favoured Combi-Mult i  r igs, over 
big hits  of  part ic le  and Cel l  boi l ie

KING KING 
OF THE OF THE 
NORTHNORTH

SEND YOUR CATCH 
REPORTS IN TO
bigcarpmagazine@hotmail.com
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NOT SONOT SO
GRUMPYGRUMPY

CATCH REPORTS

BigCarp 35

Ash Lorraine 
with the legendary 
Grumpy at  56lb

How’s that  for  a  December bad boy.Weighing in at  44lb 2oz

MAGIC MAGIC 
MAKERMAKER
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BAYESWATERBAYESWATER
RECORDRECORD
BROKENBROKEN
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C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s 
to Chanel le  Louise 
on banking a new 
Pb mirror  and 
new lake record 
weighing 44lb

Tony Kingdon with 
Dropscale  at  50.08STORMINGSTORMING

RESULTRESULT
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new lake record 
weighing 44lb
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CATCH REPORTS
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Cass Cole rounded of f  an unforgettable year  in style with two 
December 40-pounders f rom his  Cambridgeshire syndicate

CAMBSCAMBS
HAULHAUL
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PETTY’SPETTY’S
PRETY ONEPRETY ONE

Lee Petty with a 
stunning common 
weighing 45lb10oz

Mark Harr is  with a 
gorgeous mirror  f rom 
a southern reserve 
weighing 42lb8oz

NICENICE
ONEONE
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RODDERSRODDERS
5050

Rod Da le  Cox 
landed  h is  PB, 
we igh ing  in  a t 
50 lb  12oz

Joey  Thomas  wi th 
Wraysbury ’s  nor th  l akes 
“Rocky ’s  Revenge” a t 
54 ib  10ozs  and  a  new Pb

ROCKY ROCKY 
5454
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CATCH REPORTS

Aaron  Racey 
sa id  “A new 
PB I ’ve  been 
chas ing  fo r  a 
long  t ime, Lucy 
48 .1 lb

E l l i e  G i lhoo ley  wi th  her  ve ry  impress ive  new PB o f  61 lb

RACEY RACEY 
WINNERWINNER

BLOODYBLOODY
ELEL
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REID’SREID’S
RESULTRESULT
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Cal lum Reid 
with more Winter 
Ticket  Success 
here at  Bluebel l 
Lakes, 44.02

ONEONE
NIGHTNIGHT
STANDSTAND

Oll ie  Wil lcocks 
with the incredible 
Mike’s  Pet  on an 
OVERNIGHTER! at 
an al l - t ime high of 
52lb 6oz
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Cal lum Reid 
with more Winter 
Ticket  Success 
here at  Bluebel l 
Lakes, 44.02

ONEONE
NIGHTNIGHT
STANDSTAND

Oll ie  Wil lcocks 
with the incredible 
Mike’s  Pet  on an 
OVERNIGHTER! at 
an al l - t ime high of 
52lb 6oz

CATCH REPORTS
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DAN’SDAN’S
DOUBLEDOUBLE

Dan Weaver 
with 39lb & 46lb 
mirror  f rom a 
week away over 
Christmas 
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Danny  Gr i f f i ths  f i sh ing  S t  Johns  has  l anded  the  lake 
record  wi th  the  b ig  ghosty  a t  a  mass ive  49 lb  12oz! ! 

ST JOHNS ST JOHNS 
RECORD BROKENRECORD BROKEN



CATCH REPORTS

BigCarp 44

Danny  Gr i f f i ths  f i sh ing  S t  Johns  has  l anded  the  lake 
record  wi th  the  b ig  ghosty  a t  a  mass ive  49 lb  12oz! ! 

ST JOHNS ST JOHNS 
RECORD BROKENRECORD BROKEN



CATCH REPORTS

YEAR ENDS IN STYLE YEAR ENDS IN STYLE 
FOR MILESFOR MILES

Miles Gibson  said “Had a mega few days down at  the 
lodge over  New Years with the Mrs and catching up f r iends. 
Although the f ishing was tough, with just  one bite between 
us in 4 days.  That one bite more than made the tr ip though, 
landing a mega old mirror  known as ‘Dent Head’  at  just 
over  45 pounds on New Year’s  Eve morning.  Happy New Year 
indeed

BigCarp 46
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CATCH REPORTS

BRAVOBRAVO
JARVOJARVO

Mike Jarvis  has been gett ing some great  act ion just  recent ly 
with this  45lb common 

NICK OF NICK OF 
TIMETIME

BigCarp 47

Nick Dodds with this 
59.4 lb mirror.
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CATCH REPORTS

Lee Cl i f ton had an excel lent  session at  the mighty Grenvi l le 
for  his  Christmas session.Fishing at  35 wraps his  choice of  main 
l ine was easy. .Crypton Elevate (Double Tapered Crypton)  in 0.315 
(14.55lb) .  Lee te l ls  us he had absolutely no problem hitt ing the 
distance and the main l ine performed br i l l iant ly.

He landed some incredible looking carp with the pick of  the 
bunch being Grenvi l les  big common at  47.6 lb

SEND YOUR CATCH 
REPORTS IN TO
bigcarpmagazine@hotmail.com

Big Carp 49
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PECK PICKS PECK PICKS 
THE WINNERTHE WINNER

Darrel l  Peck said”The biggest  f ish f rom our @bernershal l f ishery 
social  in  December, a  lovely 44lb common”
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ZIP UPZIP UP

Big Carp 52

Dave Jones said “Safe to say my heads gone !! 
New Pb-  49-1 & in January too!

 Mark Thompson 
on his new personal 
best , the fest ival 
big gir l  at  a  top 
weight of  52lb 4oz

FESTIVALFESTIVAL
WINNERWINNER
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Dave Jones said “Safe to say my heads gone !! 
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 Mark Thompson 
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best , the fest ival 
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weight of  52lb 4oz
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CATCH REPORTS

Sam Jacobs smashing i t  on a recent winter  session.
Cream of  the crop the magnif icent Armadi l lo  at  i ts  top weight 

of  44.14.  Backed up with r is ing star  Petals  at  42.12

SANDHURSTSANDHURST
STUNNERSSTUNNERS
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Big Carp 54

Sean Youngman has had a couple of  successful  t r ips pre 
Christmas with a few mates.  First  start ing with a tr ip to 
Yateley Pads lake resulted in the lakes biggest  resident and 
his  f i rst  f ish out  of  4  on the f i rst  night of  the tr ip known 
as ‘Lumpy.’  Caught over  a  spread of  Cel l  boi l ies soaked in 
Cel l  Smart  Liquid.  His  second tr ip was a memorial  t r ip for  a 
f r iend of  his  cal led Mart in Nichols  who sadly passed away 
of  cancer ear l ier  this  year.  “We had this  t r ip booked for  him 
to try catch a Norfolk 40 but he passed before the tr ip” said 
Sean.  “I  came out last  in the draw and decided to f ish a swim 
next to my dad and baited a zone heavy with Cel l  boi l ies 
soaked in Cel l  Smart  Liquid and Cel l  St ick Mix Liquid was 
worked great  landing some stunners including a awesome 
41lb 8oz mirror.” 

MEMORIAL MAGICMEMORIAL MAGIC
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A ‘SOLID’ A ‘SOLID’ 
CHOICECHOICE
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EXCLUSIVE

W
hen the 

temps  a re  a t 

rock  bot tom 

and  b i tes  a re 

hard  ea rned, so l id  PVA bags 

can  be  the  edge  you  need  to 

ca tch  a  winte r  ca rp! 

They  o f fe r  a  Smal l , H igh-

At t rac t ion  Parce l  –  A  compact 

mouth fu l  o f  ba i t  makes  i t 

easy  fo r  l e tharg ic  ca rp  to 

feed .  They ’re  tang le- f ree, 

wi th  per fec t  p resenta t ion 

as  they  land  per fec t ly  every 

t ime, wi th  no  tang les .  You 

can  get  a  concent ra ted  c loud 

o f  a t t rac t ion  as  the  PVA 

mel ts , re leas ing  contents  and 

a t t rac tants  fo r  a  qu ick  b i te.

Yo u  c a n  h a v e  a  s t e a l t h y 

a p p r o a c h  –  N o  b a i t i n g 

n e e d e d, j u s t  a  s i n g l e, 

i r r e s i s t i b l e  o f f e r i n g  o n  t h e 

r i g h t  s p o t .  U s e  f i n e  p e l l e t s 

-  m a i n l i n e  S p o d  &  P VA  M i x 

a n d  B o i l i e  C r u m b  f o r  a  f a s t 

b r e a k d o w n . O p t  f o r  a  s m a l l 

w a f t e r  t o  c r e a t e  a  n a t u r a l 

p r e s e n t a t i o n .

So l id  bags  a re  a  dead ly 

winte r  method  fo r  many. 

Have  they  worked  fo r  you?
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WINTERWINTER
WHACKERWHACKER
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EXCLUSIVE

S
ometimes, you just 

have to trust your 

instincts – and for Dan 

Barber, that belief led 

to a truly special capture!

Joining a new syndicate with 

one fish firmly in mind, Dan 

set his sights on the venue’s 

standout common – a fish nearly 

10lb bigger than anything else 

in the lake. With a high stock of 

smaller carp, getting through to 

her was never going to be easy, 

so Dan spent spring and summer 

putting in the groundwork 

rather than chasing bites, 

listening carefully and building 

a plan for the colder months.

As late autumn and winter 

arrived, progress began to 

show. A couple of spots started 

producing consistently, and 

the last two trips delivered a 

better stamp of fish. Dan even 

mentioned to close angling 

friends that “she’s coming 



EXCLUSIVE

BigCarp 62

from one of these spots” – that 

familiar feeling when a true big-

fish area starts to mature.

A last-minute window 

between Christmas and New 

Year, following a freezing 

night, was too good to ignore. 

Arriving before first light to 

find other waters capped with 

ice, Dan trusted his gut once 

more – locating his chosen spot 

sitting perfectly in the lee of a 

northerly, flat calm and primed 

for a daytime bite.

Eight hours later, it all 

unfolded. A savage take and 

a nerve-shredding battle 

followed, with the fish doing 

everything possible to reach 

a snag that would have meant 

disaster.

As the fish rolled into the 

net, Dan was greeted by the 

unmistakable sight of the 

lake’s giant common. Weighing 

48lb 12oz, she fell just short 

of the magical fifty, but still 

represented a new UK PB and 

an incredible achievement, 

especially for the time of year.
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THE THE 
CEMENTCEMENT

MIXMIX
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EXCLUSIVE

I
f you’ve watched 

Darrel l  Pecks recent 

Combi Mult i  Rig 

Masterclass f i lm, you 

would have again seen him 

put his  Smart  Liquid ‘cement-

mix’  boi l ie  tact ics to good 

use.  Darrel l  was using super-

heavy bait ing tact ics in this 

scenario, and faced with a 

r idiculous stock of  big carp, 

but  this  method and mix rat io 

is  just  as ef fect ive when scaled 

down to say a ki lo  of  boi l ies 

and lower big f ish stocks  - 

and here’s  how it ’s  done! 



EXCLUSIVE
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• Pecky f i l ls  two buckets 

around 2/3 ful l  with rain 

or  lake water.  He’ l l  then 

squirt  hal f  a  bott le  of 

Smart  Liquid in each of  the 

two buckets.The l iquids 

are then mixed together 

thoroughly.

• 5kg of  boi l ies (10mm 

Cel l )  are added to one 

bucket.5kg of  boi l ies 

(15mm Cel l )  are crushed.

• You only want to crush 

the boi l ies, not  turn them 

al l  to  powder.

• Now add the remaining 

bucket of  l iquid to the 

crushed baits .Thoroughly 

mix together.

•  Ideal ly  leave the mix for 

12-24hrs so the l iquid 

ful ly  soaks the baits .

•  You’re f inished mix wi l l 

look l ike this!

DARRELL’S 
CEMENT 
MIX
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JURASSICA IN JURASSICA IN 
DECEMBERDECEMBER
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EXCLUSIVE

I
f you’re ever  wondering 

whether  December is  a 

sensible t ime for  your 

f i rst  ever  carp f ishing 

tr ip to France, let  me help you 

out: absolutely not .  But did 

that  stop me? Of  course not .

Winter  carp f ishing is 

notor iously tr icky cold water, 

cold nights, s luggish f ish, and 

every s ingle tact ic  has to be 

bang on.  But I  couldn’t  wait 

to be going out with the Carp 

Couture team for  a  social  to 
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the most unbel ievable venue 

with owners so lovely they 

almost  made me forget  I ’d 

voluntar i ly  chosen to f reeze 

for  a  week.

Jurassica is  a  proper big f ish 

water.  The sort  of  place where 

every swim feels  l ike i t  could 

produce something special . 

After  a  walk around the lake, 

the Is land Swim kept pul l ing 

me back.  I t  looked r ight .  I t 

fe l t  r ight .  I t  just  screamed big 

carp.  And let ’s  be honest , i t 

was an absolute picture too. 

I t  had features, depth changes 

and the channel  running 

between the is lands looked 

l ike a c lassic patrol  route.

I  got  set  up, spent t ime 

f inding my spots, and got  the 

rods out .  Then the wait ing 

started.

The f i rst  four  days were 

painful ly  quiet .  Not a bleep. 

Not a l iner.  Not even a rogue 

tufted duck to keep things 

interest ing.  I  kept  watching 

the water.  No signs, I  thought 

I  was going mad.  The cold 

worked its  way into everything, 

including my mindset .

I  won’t  l ie, my conf idence 

dipped.  Were my spots 

working? Was my r ig r ight? 

You just  start  to quest ion 

everything and i t  gets to you. 

I  even had the chance to move 

to another  lake with smal ler 

more act ive f ish, a  proper runs 

water.  But I  hadn’t  come al l 

the way to France for  “easy.” I 

wanted one of  the big ones, I 

wanted something special .

So, I  reeled in and switched i t 

up.  str ipped everything back. 

Out went the spinner r igs with 

a pop up and I  t ied a s imple 

hair  r ig with double maize 

on a s ize 6 chod hook subt le, 

balanced, and something i  use 

alot  in my f ishing.  The rods 

went back out, and I  had my 

f ingers crossed for  another 

night.

At around 10pm, the s i lence 

was smashed apart .

my left  rod suddenly 

screamed of f  l ike i t  had 

somewhere more important 
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to be.  I  just  about found my 

legs…shaking, obviously after 

4  days of  wait ing… and I  l i f ted 

into what fe l t  l ike a train 

with f ins, the f ish powered 

of f  heading straight for  the 

channel  between the is lands.

I  leaned into i t  and s lowly 

started to gain some l ine back 

and i  had that  br ief  dangerous 

thought that  the hard part 

might be over.

But no. .  the clutch screamed 

again.

The f ish changed direct ion 

and charged for  the left-hand 

corner, straight towards the 

big wi l low tree.  At that  point , 

i t  wasn’t  just  a  f ish on i t  was 

a f ight  between me, the carp, 

and the wi l low tree.

I  could feel  the l ine grat ing 

through the branches, every 

vibrat ion coming straight 

through my l i t t le  9ft  rod.  I  had 

one option.  I  had to fo l low it .

I  pushed my way through 

reeds and branches in the 

dark, rod held as high as I 

could.  Thank god at  this  point 

I  had 9ft  rods.  my heart  was 

pounding and I  was quiet ly 

praying the r ig, the l ine and my 

knots were al l  better  thought 

out  than my route of  choice. 

Then the l ine t ightened again. 

I t  was on.

The batt le  was savage.

The f ish stayed low, using 

every ounce of  i ts  weight. 

My arms were burning at 

this  point  and my legs were 

uncontrol lably shaking, I 

think this  is  the part  where I 

couldn’t  breathe.  I ’d waited 

for  this  moment.

When the f ish f inal ly  ro l led 

up to the surface, I  had no 

idea how big i t  was I  think my 

brain had clear ly  checked out 

mid-f ight .

When I  f inal ly  saw it , I  knew. 

I t  was unl ike anything I ’d ever 

seen.  Let’s  just  say I  f reaked 

out a l i t t le, I  was trying to keep 

my head together, i  managed 

to guide the f ish towards my 

partner  with the net .  And the 

moment i t  was in, I  couldn’t 

bel ieve i t .
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I ’d dropped the net  and 

taken a few steps back when 

i t  hit  me, i t  a lmost  didn’t 

feel  real .  After  four  sol id 

days of  wait ing… four days! 

Doubting everything… there 

was actual ly  a  f ish in the net .

I  got  the f ish out  of  the 

water  and when I  say I  let ’s 

be honest , my partner  pretty 

much took over  at  that  point 

because my back near ly 

snapped in hal f.  The f ish was 

safely popped into the s l ing 

and returned to the water 

whi le  I  made the phone cal l . 

Jamie.  The man who told me 

to cal l  him at  any hour and so 

I  did.  I  knew he’d be just  as 

buzzing as I  was, and I  wasn’t 

wrong.

Jamie gathered the team 

and when they arr ived, there 

I  was, standing in my waders, 

ready… or so I  thought.  And 

that’s  when i t  real ly  hit  me. 

I  got  emotional .  Proper ly 

emotional .  To have everyone 

there, shar ing that  moment… 

it ’s  hard to put into words.  The 

excitement isn’t  just  yours i t 

belongs to everyone around 

you.  That feel ing is  surreal , 

and i t ’s  something you never 

forget .

Once everyone had seen 

what was s i t t ing in the s l ing, 

their  faces said i t  a l l .  That 

react ion, that’s  what i t ’s  real ly 

about.  At that  point , there was 

only one thing left  to  do.  Get 

i t  on the scales.

So we gathered round the 

wi l low tree where the chain 

hangs, c l ipped i t  on, and up 

i t  went.  And honest ly, my 

heart  near ly  jumped straight 

out  of  my mouth.  There was 

no hanging about with those 

scales, straight past  60lb… 

and st i l l  c l imbing.  I  didn’t 

real ly  know what to say at  that 

point .  And that , r ight  there, is 

what f ishing is  t ruly about. 

Moments l ike this .  Sharing 

them. Celebrat ing them with 

your team, your family and 

loved ones.

Then i t  was t ime for  photos. 

I  got  into the water  and 
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everyone gathered round 

whi le  Jamie and Kyle captured 

some incredible shots.  I ’d 

love to say i t  only took one 

l i f t  and we nai led i t  f i rst  t ime, 

but  I ’d be ly ing.  The f ish was 

absolutely enormous, and I ’m 

only 5ft  1 , so let ’s  be real ist ic 

here!  A few attempts later, we 

got  the shots and they were 

worth every aching muscle.

When that  f ish f inal ly  swam 

away, i t  honest ly  fe l t  l ike a 

dream. One of  those moments 

you hal f-expect to wake up 

f rom. Except the next  day, 

and the day after, that  dream 

reminded me i t  was very real , 

because I  couldn’t  feel  my 

arms.  I  even considered taking 

a week of f  work at  that  point .

And then… just  to rub salt 

into my already broken body, 

I  went on to catch a beauti ful 

45lb 15oz common, which I 

could barely l i f t .  I t  somehow 

managed to make the 61 feel… 

almost easy.

Later, I  was told that  the 

61 wasn’t  just  my biggest 

ever  i t  was also the biggest 

mirror  in the lake, known as 

the northerner.  That just  tops 

i t  of f  r ight  there.

Fishing in December is  hard. 

The condit ions can be brutal , 

the cold cuts through you. 

That said, gett ing through 

those condit ions isn’t  just 

about mindset , having the 

r ight  c lothing makes al l  the 

di f ference.  I  was so glad I  had 

my Carp Couture Fortress coat , 

the Dri f t  waterproof  coat , and 

my bobble hat .  When you’re 

l iv ing in your waders, standing 

around for  hours in the cold, 

staying warm and dry means 

you can actual ly  focus on the 

f ishing rather  than counting 

down the minutes unti l  your 

back in the warmth.

When i t  a l l  comes together, 

when that  one bite f inal ly 

arr ives, i t  makes every cold, 

blank day completely worth 

i t .

Jurassica, you were very 

good to me…

And I ’ l l  see you soon
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MY MY 
‘GO TO’‘GO TO’

RIGRIG
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EXCLUSIVE

I 
always favour  a  longer 

r ig, o f ten f ish ing 

waters  ho ld ing b ig 

carp , I  want  my r igs 

to  o f fer  p lenty  o f  movement . 

F ishing th is  r ig, I  can be  super 

versat i le  with  my hookbai ts  - 

I  can f ish  b ig  snowman bai ts , 

smal ler  ba i ts  or  wafers , or 

even maggots .  This  means 

in  pret ty  much a l l  my f ish ing 

s i tuat ions , my r ig  wi l l  s tay 

the  same.  I  use  an overhand 

knot  on the  shank o f  the  hook 

act ing as  the  ‘b low back 

sect ion’  and the  reason I  use 

a  knot  rather  than the  more 

commonly  used swive l , i s  I 
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fee l  a  knot  just  looks  much 

neater, and is  less  bulky  than 

having a  swive l  on the  hook.

I  a lways  f ish  with  Kamakura 

Wide Gape X’s , I ’ve  used 

Wide Gapes  for  years  and 

they never  le t  me down.  They 

are  immensely  sharp  and the 

th icker  gauge that  the  ‘X’ 

range o f fers , g ives  me peace 

o f  mind I ’ l l  land what  I  hook.

I  use  a  short  sect ion o f 

medium shr ink  tube, s teamed 

in  at  a  pret ty  t ight  angle  to 

c lose  the  gape o f  the  hook, 

with  a  smal l  sect ion o f  N Trap 

t r ipped back to  create  more 

movement , he lp ing the  hook 

catch.  I  use  the  Weed Green or 

S i l t  co loured N Trap, usual ly 

in  20 lb, but  wi l l  go  heavier  in 

weed or  snaggy s i tuat ions .

At  the  lead end, for  me i t ’s  a 

Hybr id  Lead Cl ip  every  t ime, 

I ’ve  so  much conf idence in 

them and never  f i sh  with 

Hel i ’s .  I t ’s  a lways  worked for 

me so  I ’m not  one to  change 

for  the  sake o f  i t .  On th is , I ’ l l 

add the  heaviest  lead I  can 

get  away with , when cast ing 

I  favour  a  4oz  Distance Lead, 

which remains  t rue  in  f l ight , 

s t retching the  l ine  out  love ly 

when i t  h i ts  the  c l ip  and 

there ’s  no  denying a  heavy 

lead is  going to  anchor  that 

hook.

Then last ly, my main l ine  o f 

choice  is  15 lb  Kontour, which 

I ’ l l  f i sh  s t ra ight  through to 

my Lead Cl ip , f i sh ing i t  super 

s lack  so  i t ’s  p inned to  the 

lakebed and out  o f  s ight .
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F
or the past  decade I 

have been targeting 

the elusive carp of 

the west  midland 

canal  system. Now for  the 

f i rst  t ime my results , the 

highs, the lows and some 

incredible looking carp wi l l 

be ser ia l ised monthly in Big 

Carp.  My story begins here in 

with my f i rst  diary entr ies on 

the 6th November 2015  ( rod 

shot)  and the 11th November 

2015 ear ly  catches. . . . .

“ I ’ve been having some good 

results  on a stretch of  canal 

that  I  became famil iar  with 

only in the last  few months.  I ts 

home to some absolute mint 

commons and the biggest  I ’ve 
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managed from the stretch so 

far  is  this  chunk just  under 

22lb f rom a couple of  weeks 

ago.  I ’ve hit  i t  a  few t imes 

s ince and despite the warm 

weather, only bream and chub 

have decided to show. I ’m sure 

there’s  more to come from 

this  water  in the future but 

for  now it ’s  t ime to move onto 

a new stretch of  a  di f ferent 

canal  that  I  know nothing 

about.  Who knows, could be 

something special  in  there!?

26th November 2015

Forget  about black f r iday, i ts 

a l l  about golden thursday!!! 

haven’t  been on i t  as much the 

last  few weeks but grabbed a 

quick few hours this  morning 

on a quiet  l i t t le  stretch, wel l  i t 

was quiet  unti l  a l l  hel l  broke 

loose on the r ight-hand rod 

at  hal f  7!!!  absolute stunner 

common bang on 15lb.  3 

crumbed up big red boi l ies 

over  a  snowman hookbait 

doing i t . . .  I ’m happy with 

anything this  t ime of  year 

but  what a minta, wel l  worth 

gett ing out of  bed for!!!

2nd December 2015
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Just  about managed to sneak 

November’s  f ish onto the 

bank, now I ’m on the hunt for 

a  December carp.  1st  of  only 

a handful  of  ear ly  morning 

sessions i l  get  this  month.

4th December 2015

Smal l  but  perfect ly  formed 

common from this  morning! 

They dont a lways have to be 

big or  a  ‘stunner’  ( though i t 

does help) , sometimes just  the 

chaos of  a  1  toner  in the dead 

of  night is  perfect  enough. 

coming in at  just  under 9 lb. 

Another  quick 3-hour pre work 

session doing i t !  t ight  l ines i f 

you’re out  the weekend!!!

19th December 2015

Bit  windy but they’re out  on 

a quick morning sesh.  Came 

to ‘eye up’  a  spot  ready for 

next  year  but  looked so good 

I  had to drop on i t  today.

December 22nd 2015

With Christmas and new year 

coming up, i  thought id take a 

moment to wish everybody a 

good one and a massive thanks 

for  putt ing up with me ;- )  my 
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diary is  less than 2 months 

old so there is  st i l l  so much to 

share with you, not  to mention 

al l  thats to come in 2016.  Im 

also del ighted to say that  i 

have joined the UkCarpBaits 

team! I ’ve been using the bait 

for  a  whi le  now and have to 

say, I ’m very impressed with 

i t .  I t ’s  been quite a tough 

year  on and of f  but  s ince 

switching, I ’ve managed a 

new staf fs  worcs pb of  just 

under 22lb a lmost  instant ly  on 

the ‘big red’  range.  I f  you’re 

struggl ing when you think you 

should be gett ing results , i t 

might be worth a change, the 

results  speak for  themselves! 

h t t p s : / / w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m /

UkCarpBaits/  once again a 

huuuuge merry Christmas and 

thanks, Rich!

29th December 2015

A quick look back on the 

year  of  what’s  been a learning 

curve for  me real ly, test ing 

out new spots that  i  knew 

nothing about.  Tr ia l  and error 

(and a lot  of  error )  but  that’s 
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the real i ty  of  the canals  and 

f inding things out  for  yoursel f. 

some stretches coming up 

with the goods and others not 

producing anything but a l l 

test ing me.  One new stretch 

in part icular  has been fair ly 

rewarding in quantity rather 

than qual i ty  and I ’ve found 

i t  di f f icult  to  step of f  i t  this 

year.  I ’ve had a good mix of 

mirrors , commons, ghost ies 

and this , my favourite f ish of 

2015, a  stunning l i t t le  koi  just 

under 10lb but proving size is 

i r re levant!  I l  def inite ly  be back 

there next  year  for  a  sesh or 

2  to see what other  surpr ises 

are in the stretch along with 

some more learning on other 

new stretches!!!

3rd January 2016

Off  the mark!  f i rst  sesh of 

the year  and f i rst  f ish of  2016 

under my belt  and also the 1st 

one on the new nutz range 

f rom #ukcarpbaits .  couple of 

s ingle beeps was al l  she gave 

me, thought i t  was going to 

be a bream but turned out to 
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be a lovely common going 14 

on the nose!!!  only a couple 

of  hours needed.

6th January 2016

Sesh number 2 of  the year 

and f ish number 2 on the 

bank.  I  p lanned on returning 

to the same spot as the other 

morning where i  managed the 

other  common but with the 

road closed and al l  access 

cut  of f  i  had no choice but to 

go elsewhere.  I  ended up on 

a stretch I ’ve had my eye on 

but never  f ished before, knew 

nothing about i t  and for  a l l 

i  knew, may not  have held a 

f ish.  Only there less than an 

hour before the left-hand rod 

let  of f  a  splutter  and i  was into 

a f ish, just  over  12 and hal f 

lb  of  pure gold f rom a quiet , 

seemingly untouched stretch 

of  canal .  no pre-bait ing, just 

hal f  a  dozen pineapple & cream 

boi l ies over  2  l ikely looking 
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spots was enough to do the 

damage! instant  results  with 

#ukcarpbaits

29th January 2016

What a way to end January! 

A quick couple of  hours this 

morning and within an hour 

of  being set  up, I  go and get 

a  double take.  The second i 

sl ipped the net under the mirror, 

the other  a larm sounded and 

i  was into another!  Coming 

from a stretch of  canal  wel l 

out  the way and untouched by 

carp anglers , wouldn’t  mind 

bett ing at  least  one of  these 

l i t t le  stunners has never  seen 

a hook.  Wind blowing straight 

into a bay with a couple of 

barges moored up, there was 

only one place they would have 

been! Let’s  just  say I ’m loving 

the pineapple nutz near ly  as 

much as the f ish are!!!  t ight 

l ines for  the weekend!

20th February  2016
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I  must  admit  iv  let  the cold 

weather  get  the better  of  me 

lately.  I t ’s  total ly  switched 

them of f  and i  doubt the br ief 

warm snap this weekend wil l  be 

enough to put them on i t  with 

more cold weather  forecast 

for  next  week.  Running out of 

t ime for  my February carp!!!

29th February 2016

I  had to pul l  something out 

the bag, the stretch I ’ve been 

f ishing throughout the month 

had not  produced and with 

the cold weather  the f ish were 

obviously tucked wel l  into 

the marina out  the way, so as 

a last  resort  I  dropped onto a 

l i t t le  featureless stretch with 

no boats or  areas for  the f ish 

to hide away and resulted in 

this  l i t t le  chunk of  bronze! 

not  the biggest  by far  but  with 

the temps at  -2, I  was over  the 

moon to have a s ingle beep 

less than 45 mins of  being 

there, certainly the best  s ingle 

f igure f ish I ’ve had, saving 

me from a February blank!!! 

: - )  once again the pineapple 

nutz f rom #ukcarpbaits  doing 

the damage, couldn’t  resist 

the hal f  a  dozen crumbed up 

boi l ies around a snowman 
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hookbait!

6th March 2016

This morning’s sunrise 

over  a  f rosty and rural  staf fs 

worcs. . .

10th March 2016

Couple of  cold-water  canal 

characters f rom this  morning. 

Over the moon to bank these 

2 (especial ly  the ful ly)  in  a 

short  morning session close to 

home.  been bait ing a spot  now 

since the start  of  the month 

and i t ’s  paying of f  ear ly.  nice 

to grab a few shots in dayl ight 

too.  just  a  handful  of  the ever-

faithful  pineapple nutz around 

a snowman hookbait  doing the 

tr ick once again!  Chuffed!!!

3rd April  2016

Beauti ful  morning along 

the staf fs  worcs!!!  Spring is 

f inal ly  here!

3rd April  2016

Litt le  one at  f i rst  l ight  this 

morning going an oz under 

11lb.  Taken on uk carp baits 

‘big red’  this  t ime, with a 

couple of  handfuls  c lose 

by!  Caught f rom a stretch 
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I ’ve never  f ished before but 

i l  certainly be back for  the 

bigger residents that  I ’m sure 

are in there! 

6th April  2016

Litt le  last  minute blank saver 

this  morning, def inite ly  in the 

land of  the smal l  commons 

at  the moment but you can’t 

help what picks up your bait . 

I t ’s  great  to see the future 

looking br ight  on the canals 

though! Once again taken on 

#ukcarpbaits  pineapple nutz 

f ished t ight  to the boats on 

the far  bank with a handful  of 

f reebies over  the top!  Tight 

l ines for  the weekend!!!

12th April  2016

Chuffed to land this  one on 

a quick ‘pre work’  morning 

session ear l ier  on today. 

Condit ions were perfect  for  a 

run as this  one proved.  Only 40 

minutes in and she’d sni f fed 

out  the ‘big red’  monster  crab 

and black currant  f reebies. . . 

unfortunately for  her  she had 

one too many!!!

17th April  2016
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Freezing cold but beauti ful 

start  to the day. . .  so worth i t !

17th April  2016

Over the moon to put my 1st 

20 of  the year  on the bank, 

I  started to think that  the 

overnight f rost  had ki l led any 

chances but the water  was 

st i l l  warm and just  at  1st  l ight 

the r ight  hand rod came to l i fe 

with a hard f ighting common. 

This  is  why I ’m never  far  away 

f rom my rods, give them an 

inch and they’ l l  take a yard! 

Another  fa l l ing vict im to the 

pineapple nutz, a  dozen or  so 

scattered around a snowman 

hookbait  gets em every t ime! 

Onwards and upwards!!! 

Join me again next  month, 

as I  t ry  to beat  my canal  PB at 

30lb 5oz f rom September 2014
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EXCLUSIVE

 T
h e  I Q  D  R i g  h a s 

s t o o d  t h e  t e s t  o f 

t i m e, r e m a i n i n g  a 

t o p  c h o i c e  f o r  m a n y 

a n g l e r s , i n c l u d i n g  S c o t t .  I t s 

s i m p l e  k n o t l e s s  k n o t  d e s i g n 

m i n i m i s e s  t a n g l e s , w h i l e  t h e 

f r e e l y  s l i d i n g  h o o k b a i t  o n  t h e 

‘ D ’  o f f e r s  n a t u r a l  m o v e m e n t 

o f  e v e n  t h e  s m a l l e s t  o f 

h o o k b a i t s , w h i c h  l e a d s  t o 

g r e a t  h o o k h o l d s .  S c o t t  p a i r s 

i t  w i t h  a  s i z e  6  K a m a k u r a 

Wi d e  G a p e  X  h o o k  a n d  a  l o n g 

l e n g t h  ( 1 0 - i n c h e s )  o f  I Q 2 

F l u o r o c a r b o n , w h i c h  e n s u r e s 

e f f e c t i v e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o v e r 

a  m u l t i t u d e  o f  b o t t o m s .
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•  C u t  a  l e n g t h  o f  1 5 l b  I Q 2 , 

a n d  a t t a c h  a  K a m a k u r a 

Wi d e  g a p e  X  w i t h  a 

k n o t l e s s  k n o t

•  T h r e a d  a  5 m m  p i e c e  o f 

s i l i c o n e  t u b i n g  o n t o  t h e 

t a g  e n d .  C a r e f u l l y  p a s s 

o v e r  t h e  h o o k  p o i n t  a n d 

p o s i t i o n  o p p o s i t e  t h e 

b a r b  o f  t h e  h o o k

•  S l i d e  o n  a  M i c r o  R i n g 

S w i v e l ,  a n d  p a s s  t h e  t a g 

e n d  t h r o u g h  t h e  b a c k 

o f  t h e  e y e.  B l o b  w i t h  a 

l i g h t e r  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  D  i n 

p l a c e

•  N o w  s l i d e  a n  A n t i - Ta n g l e 

S l e e v e  o n , a n d  t i e  t h e  r i g 

t o  a  H y b r i d  L e a d  C l i p  w i t h 

t h e  r i n g  r e m o v e d

•  P i e r c e  a  p i e c e  o f  S l o w 

S i n k i n g  M a i z e, a n d  a t t a c h 

t o  t h e  M i c r o  R i n g  S w i v e l 

u s i n g  B a i t  F l o s s

•  U s e  a  s e w i n g  n e e d l e  t o 

t h r e a d  a  b u n c h  o f  m a g g o t s 

o n t o  o n e  o f  t h e  t a g  e n d s 

o f  B a i t  F l o s s .  S e c u r e  i n 

p l a c e  w i t h  a  f e w  o v e r h a n d 

k n o t s .
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TOM MAKER



TOM MAKER

TOM’STOM’S
NATURALSNATURALS

MIXMIX

BigCarp 109

EXCLUSIVE

M
U L C H E D 

BOILIES: This 

form the base of 

Tom’s Natural 

Mix and many others for it ’s 

abil ity to add weight to a mix 

of l ighter items. Not only does 

the mulch pack attraction, it 

also absorbs al l  l iquid from the 

other elements below.

WORM: A worms natural 

amino profi le is the best 
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natural  feed stimulant out 

there! By chopping your worms 

fresh, you pack your mix with 

a l iteral ly irresistible element.

HEMP: A f irst choice for any 

mix according to tom. Not only 

is it  moreish and oi ly, it ’s size 

makes it  perfect to keep the 

carp grazing for longer.

SWEETCORN:  This sweet 

grain is included for the the 

visual element more than 

anything.. .  Passing f ish can 

easi ly clock f lecks of yel low, 

and home into the bait on your 

chosen spot.

CASTERS: As soon as the 

carp get the taste of caster, and 

start crunching it’s game over!

MAGGOTS: Carp just LOVE 

maggots! Not only do they 

mimic Bloodworm as best as 

possible, they also pack more 

of those al l  important amino’s! 

Making it  the ideal addition 

to your mix and as a hookbait 

option.

Mix it  together and you’ve 

got yourself  one seriously 🔥🔥🔥

mix in your bucket
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TOM STOKES

GET THE BESTGET THE BEST
FROM YOUR FROM YOUR 

CASTERSCASTERS
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T
he autumn and 

ear ly  part  of  the 

winter  is  a  great 

t ime to be using 

natural  baits , and one of  my 

favourites at  this  t ime of  year 

is  casters .

The only problem with 

casters, especial ly  during 

mild weather  that  can often 

be encountered in ear ly 

autumn, is  keeping them fresh 

whi le  on the bank -  Exposure 

to sunl ight  and oxygen wi l l 

make them turn quickly, and 

when they turn, they f loat , 

rendering them useless.

In order  to keep my casters 
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as f resh as possible, for  as long 

as possible, I  l ike to keep mine 

inside a medium Compact Cool 

Bag.  A couple of  ice packs 

wi l l  help to keep them cool , 

and by keeping the l id shut 

and stor ing them at  the back 

of  the bivvy wi l l  protect  them 

from sunl ight .  I  wrap the ice 

packs in an old t  shirt , towel 

or  reel  pouch, just  to save the 

casters f rom direct ly  touching 

the ice packs themselves, 

as this  can also damage the 

casters giving them frost  bite.

I  buy the casters in sealed, 

individual  pint  bags, rather 

than buying them in bulk bags. 

Once opened, the casters are 

instant ly  exposed to oxygen 

and wi l l  turn much quicker. 

Using them a bag at  a  t ime 

def inite ly  helps with longevity 

through the session.

By looking after  your casters 

in this  way you can keep them 

in perfect  condit ion for  days 

on end, which is  handy i f 

you’re planning a longer tr ip 

this  winter.
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PETERBOROUGH AND DISTRICT 
ANGLING ASSOCIATION

 It ’s a real honour to be the current 
Angling Times club of the year .  We’re 
firm believers that there are no solutions 
that aren’t  national solutions and no 
growth that isn’t  national growth.
For that  reason,  we’re searching for the 
next  generation of  f ishery managers 
and volunteers to help us build the 
future
Whether you want to coach kids,  patrol 
the bank,  manage the club or learn 
about f ishery management we’ve got 
an opportunity for you.
If  you are interested,  please email 
support@fishinginpeterborough.co.uk
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Don’t  forget  to  send us  your pictures  and join us  in  celebrating 
your wins .  Our Bluebel l  community  is  one of  a  kind -  the 
support ,  team work and camaraderie  for  one another is  one we 
are proud of .We’ l l  share here on our page for  over 30,000 of 
our fol lowers to  cheer you on and see what ’s  real ly  happening 
at  Bluebel l . 

Don’t  forget  to  send us  your pictures  and join us  in  celebrating 
your wins .  Our Bluebel l  community  is  one of  a  kind -  the 
support ,  team work and camaraderie  for  one another is  one we 
are proud of .We’ l l  share here on our page for  over 30,000 of 
our fol lowers to  cheer you on and see what ’s  real ly  happening 
at  Bluebel l



Carp Chat

F R E E L I N E  6

CARP CHAT

Don’t  forget  to  send us  your pictures  and join us  in  celebrating 
your wins .  Our Bluebel l  community  is  one of  a  kind -  the 
support ,  team work and camaraderie  for  one another is  one we 
are proud of .We’ l l  share here on our page for  over 30,000 of 
our fol lowers to  cheer you on and see what ’s  real ly  happening 
at  Bluebel l . 

Don’t  forget  to  send us  your pictures  and join us  in  celebrating 
your wins .  Our Bluebel l  community  is  one of  a  kind -  the 
support ,  team work and camaraderie  for  one another is  one we 
are proud of .We’ l l  share here on our page for  over 30,000 of 
our fol lowers to  cheer you on and see what ’s  real ly  happening 
at  Bluebel l

Carp Chat

F R E E L I N E  7

CARP CHAT

APPLICATIONS 
OPEN



F R E E L I N E  8

Carp ChatCarp ChatCARP CHAT

RIP MITCH SMITH



F R E E L I N E  8

Carp ChatCarp ChatCARP CHAT

RIP MITCH SMITH
Carp ChatCARP CHAT

F R E E L I N E  9



Carp Chat

F R E E L I N E  1 0

Carp ChatCARP CHAT

TAYLOR’S LEAD 
LOUNGE CLOSING

After  much ref lect ion, we’ve made the di f f icult  decis ion to 

move on to new horizons.  We’re incredibly grateful  for  your 

support  over  the years -  i t ’s  meant the world to our  family.As 

a heart fe l t  thank-you, we’re of fer ing a 25% sitewide discount 

www.taylors leadlounge.co.uk
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Robertsons f ishing tackle  c loses  i t ’s  doors .  We’ve come to the 
end of  the l ine!  I t  is  with great  sadness that  i  wil l  be  c losing 
robertsons f ishing tackle  on december 6th.  Please accept  my 
apologies  for  the sudden closure,  this  is  due to  increasing 
pressures on the business  and sudden family  bereavement . 
We love you al l ,  team robbos!

We’ve come to the end of  the l ine!  I t  is  with great  sadness 
that  i  wil l  be  c losing robertsons f ishing tackle  on december 
6th.  Please accept  my apologies  for  the sudden closure,  this 
is  due to  increasing pressures on the business  and sudden 
family  bereavement . 

ROBERTSON’S 
TACKLE 
CLOSING DOWN
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W A N T  T O  I M P R O V E 
Y O U R  F I S H E R Y ?

Want to  improve your f ishery? You could create  better  habitats , 
enhance faci l i t ies  for  anglers  or  protect  your stocks from the 
impacts  of  prolonged dry weather.  Backed by f ishing l icence 
income,  the Fisheries  Improvement Programme (FIP)  opens 
on Monday 1st  December.  Angl ing c lubs and f isheries  are 
encouraged to  submit  projects  proposals  which the EA may be 
able  to  provide some funding support . 
Find out  more:  https://angl ingtrust .net
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Fantastic  amount raised 
again this  year  at  Frimley 
charity  event  in  aid of  Phyl is 
Tuckwell  hospice .  From Mark 
and Lorraine Fisher and al l 
the team,  we thank each and 
every one of  you that  helped 
to  make this  possible .

P H Y L I S  T U C K W E L L 
H O S P I C E  N E W S
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CARP BAITS THE 
GOODZ WAY
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At Goodz Carpbaits, we haven’t just made another bait… we’ve 
completely redesigned how bait should be made.Unlike traditional 
bait companies that are forced to design their base mixes to suit 
high-speed factory machines, we flipped the process on its head. We 
built bespoke machines that form bait specifically around what carp 
need, not what machines demand.
• Full HNV food-source baits
• Little to no binding products
• Rolled on specially designed slow-forming machines
• Built to lock in ingredients for longer during formation

This means our baits are 
designed for the digestive 
system of carp first – not to 
survive mass production lines.
We’ve also developed a unique 
cooking process that lightly 
binds the natural food fibres, 
keeping structure to a minimum 
while retaining valuable soluble 
attractors and nutrients. This 
helps carp digest our bait easier 
while still boosting leakage 
and attraction in the water.
While other companies are still 
designing baits to suit their 
machines.

We design machines to suit our 
bait!! This isn’t evolution. This is 
revolution.
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PHIL BRAUN JOINS 
THE ESP TEAM

We are  ve ry  de l ighted  to  announce  that  Ph i l  B raun   has 

jo ined  the  ESP  team.  Ph i l  i s  we l l  known in  the  b ig  f i sh  scene 

and  has  a  ve ry  un ique  pro f i l e : As  a  t rave l ing  ang le r  based 

out  o f  Germany, he  f i shes  some o f  the  UK’s  most  demanding 

c i rcu i t  wate rs  –  and  has  been  fo r  the  pas t  20  years .  P laces 

l i ke  Conningbrook , Nunnery  Lakes , Burghf ie ld  and  more 

recent ly  the  L inch  Hi l l  Complex  in  Oxfo rdsh i re, a re  where 

Ph i l  has  f i shed  h is  UK campaigns  and  caught  some s tunn ing 

carp  over  the  years .As  a  spec imen hunter  Ph i l  l i kes  to  f i sh 

o ther  count r ies  and  fo r  o ther  spec ies  as  we l l  –  a l though 
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carp  i s  h i s  f i r s t  and  main 

love, espec ia l l y  o ld  Eng l i sh 

ones .Ph i l  i s  a  psycho log is t 

by  t rade  and  works  as  a 

un ivers i ty  l ec ture r  and 

leadersh ip  coach  on  top ics 

a round  menta l  hea l th  and 

persona l  deve lopment .  He 

has  a  ph i losoph ica l  out look  on  cur rent  t rends  in  soc ie ty  and 

a  deep  knowledge  o f  our  ang l ing  wor ld  which  i s  b r i l l i ant ly 

expressed  th rough  h is  wr i t ing.  Check  out  Ph i l ’s  a r t ic le  in 

the  new @subsur face_ journa l  Submag 4 .We look  fo rward  to 

par tner ing  wi th  Ph i l  and  can ’t  wa i t  to  s ta r t  some exc i t ing 

media  p ro jec ts  together : espec ia l l y  a  f i lm  to  cover  h i s 

ang l ing  s to ry.

Here ’s  what  Ph i l  had  to  say : “ I ’m honoured  to  jo in  ESP, 

our  e thos  has  a lways  been  very  c lose  as  ESP  encapsu la tes 

the  b ig  ca rp  sp i r i t , a  p roper  o ld  schoo l  b rand  wi th  a  modern 

twis t , i t  f ee l s  so  good  fo r  me  to  jo in  a  team o f  ang le rs  that 

I  admi re  and  here ’s  to  the  fu ture !”
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WINGERWORTH
LIDO FISHING 
BAN OVERTURNED

After months of backlash and pressure, the Derbyshire Council 
has admitted an oversight on the ban they implemented on the 
Wingerworth Lido.

Fishing will  now resume on an interim basis,  which has been 
hailed as a success story, while providing a strong statement 
to any other councils looking to ban angling that it will  not be 
taken lightly.

As well as those involved from the Countryside Alliance, Big 
Duffs Fishing and the Angling Trust we want to thank each and 
every angler who shared our posts,  signed the original petition 
and completed questionnaires, as without the support ,  who 
knows what outcome may have been reached.

It just shows that despite the negativity we see in angling towards 
one another at times  if we all stick together as we should, just 
want can be achieved! 
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W E LC O M E  T O 
PA R K F I E L D , 
E D D Y  S T O C K E R

Parkfield would l ike welcome big f ish angler Eddy Stocker 
to the team! For years and years Eddy has been one of  Wirrals 
main BIG carp anglers,  with success all  over the country fishing 
carp matches and chasing some of the nicest f ish this country 
has to offer!  Loaded with advice and expert knowledge,  Eddy 
has now joined the team here at  Parkfield.  We welcome anyone 
to pop down for a chat ,  whether its  rigs,  tactics,  bait  or just 
general  knowledge Eddy is  more than happy to help all !  You will 
f ind Eddy behind the counter for now every Sunday We look 
forward to  what  the future holds so this  a  massive welcome 
from everyone at  Parkfield! 
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Nite watch comp winner Wayne Griffiths from Northampton 
was blown away when 
this fantastic watch was 
delivered in time for 
Christmas. He said “ the 
watch is superb, thank 
you so much”.

If you entered the 
competition and 
were not so lucky 
as Wayne but are 
still interested 
in getting 
a watch for 
yourself, check 
out the special 
readers offer 
in this issue of 
Big Carp where 
Nite offers Big 
Carp readers 
a special low 
price!!!

N I T E  W AT C H
C O M P  W I N N E R
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AVID
SCREEN HOUSE
XT COMPACT

Ideal for anglers wanting a larger 1-person bivvy with increased 

space and headroom Can also be used as a 2-person bivvy quick-

up fast-erect frame poles to reduce set-up time. Improved zip-off 

tunnel porch giving you full coverage from the elements. Ideal 

to be used as a large 2-person shelter. Perfect as a social hub 

during your session. 10,000mm hydrostatic head Khaki fabric. 

Roof has blackout fabric reducing light penetration. Keeps you 

cooler during hot weather. Full-size mosquito mesh panels for 

improved airflow. Finished in our distortion camo pattern. 3-way 

rear window featuring solid infill, PVC and mosquito mesh. 4 

heavy-duty corner blocks with guy rope carabiner attachments. 
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2-way heavy-duty guy ropes for increased strength during testing 

conditions. Side door configuration allows bivvies to be positioned 

on the shelter. Supplied with a groundsheet, heavy-duty carry 

bag, guy ropes and pegs

• RRP: £399.99

• www.avidcarp.com
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Looks  l ike  the  wet  weather  is  here  to  s tay.  Fed up o f  a l l  your 

gear  gett ing wet  through and caped in  mud? Why not  look  at 

the  EVA range o f  bags , fu l ly  waterproof  and wipe c lean.  You 

can l i tera l ly  d ip  them in  the  margin  and wipe them of f  before 

you throw the back on the  barrow. 

•  f rom £10 to  £50

• www.wychwoodcarp.co .uk

WYCHWOOD
EVA LUGGAGE
RANGE
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ESP QuickDraw Brol ly’s  wi l l  be back in stock ear ly  January! 

Avai lable in 52” & 58”, suppl ied with the unique design Mozzy 

Drape, 4  storm poles, mini  detachable groundsheet, 8  pegs 

and outer  bag.

We keep gett ing asked when they wi l l  be back in stock as 

quite a few people missed out on the init ia l  launch.  Not long 

to wait  now!

• www.esp-carpgear.com

• £189.99 and £199.99

ESP QUICKDRAW
BROLLY

Carp Scene
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O u r  W S  B a s i s  j a c k e t  i s  t h e  l a t e s t  i n  a  l i n e  o f  w a d i n g 

j a c k e t s  d e v e l o p e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  c o a s t a l  f i s h i n g.  T h e 

W S  B a s i s  i s  b o r n  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  r o b u s t n e s s  a s  o u r  l u x u r y 

m o d e l s .  I t  c a r r i e s  t h e  w e l l - k n o w n  D NA  o f  t h e  W S  j a c k e t s : 

d u r a b i l i t y, w a t e r p r o o f n e s s  a n d  r e l i a b i l i t y  –  a s  k n o w n  f r o m 

t h e  f i r s t  W S  j a c k e t  p r o d u c e d  b a c k  i n  1 9 9 8 . 

The  WS Bas is  does  not  compromise on qual i ty.  But we have 

opted out of  a  number of  detai ls , so you can now get a rock-

sol id f ishing partner  at  an af fordable pr ice.

• www.geoffanderson.com

•  €299.99

GEOFF ANDERSON 
WS BASIS JACKET
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Upgrade your bankside organisation with the Ruggage 40 Litre 
Rucksack & Accessory Case Bundle The Ruggage 40L Rucksack 
includes four accessory cases, all fitting neatly inside for a clean, 
grab-and-go setup. With lumbar support, padded adjustable straps, 
and five double-zipped external pockets, it’s ideal when barrowing 
isn’t an option. Featuring a magnetic EVA moulded utility tray for 
tying rigs, internal mesh pockets, tough Hydropel 1680D water-
resistant fabric, and a wipe-clean PVC base - this rucksack is built 
for serious anglers.
• www.ridgemonkey.co.uk
• £129.99

RIDGEMONKEY
RUGGAGE 40L 
BUNDLE
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Bui l t  for  re l i abi l i ty,  compat ib i l i ty,  and  style  — the  Stabi l ize 
Boat  L i f t i n g  Hook from Angl ing  Technics  i s  a  premium 
a ccessory  des ign ed to  m ake  boat  handl ing  e f fort less .
Prec is ion- en gin eered  from high-grade  a luminium.  Hard 
b l ack  anodi sed  f in ish  for  maximum durabi l i ty  and corros ion 
re s is tance .  Custom  coloured s ight  caps  and screw for  a  s leek , 
m odern  look .
•  www.angl in gtechn i cs .myshopi fy.com
• £19.99

A.T. BAITBOAT 
LIFTER
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Not Just  a  Pair  of  Scissors .  Our al l - in-one scissors  pack a 
serious punch.Featuring a  small  & large coating str ipper,  two 
loop pul lers ,  a  hook pul ler,  and even a  magnet  in  the handle 
to  help you grab hooks or  swivels  from t ight  spots  in  your 
tackle  box.And of  course… our double-serrated steel  blades 
s l ice  through the toughest  materials  with ease.Why carry a 
load of  separate  tools  when you can have them al l  bui l t  into 
one?
Less clutter.  Smarter  product.

• www.evolvetackle.com

EVOLVE ANGLING 
RIG SCISSORS





FISHINGFISHING
IS SUCH A IS SUCH A 

PASSIONPASSION

AIDEN SAVAN

Fishing is  such a  passion that  when you don’t  get  the chance 
to  go,  i t  can hurt .  Those in  between years  when it  was a  struggle 
to  f ind the t ime were soon to  be laid  to  rest .  A  l i festyle  change 
had given me the opportunity  to  ful f i l  a  dream,  the chance to 
l ive  af loat  on the mighty River  Thames.

The location of  the new home is  surrounded by a  mult i tude 
of  f ish holding areas .  The boat  is  moored between two is lands 

F R E E L I N E   3 7



F R E E L I N E   3 8

no more than 50 yards apart .  The left  hand side of  the mooring 
looks decent  enough for  a  f ish or  two,  but  the r ight  hand side 
blows i t  away.  The r ight  hand side consists  of  a  series  of  pi l ings 
including a  few overhanging bushes and even more permanent 
moorings . 

Having moved on in  February,  the 16 th couldn’t  come quickly 
enough.  However with the dawn of  the new season almost  upon 
us ,  the huge amount of  unseasonal  rain had taken i ts  tol l  on 
the r iver.  The water  levels  and speed i t  was f lowing at  made 
i t  virtual ly  impossible  to  present  a  bait  in  a  given posit ion for 
any amount t ime. 

Whilst  the upper r iver  remained out  of  sorts ,  the main focus 
was concentrated on the channel  that  connected the two weirs 
that  encompassed our is land.  I t  soon became apparent  that  a 
lot  of  carp had pushed up hard into this  piece of  water.  The 
most  logical  approach was to  bait  the chocolate  coloured water 
on the near  s ide margin c lose to  any features .  After  a  few days’ 
steady bait ing,  the f irst  opportunity  arrived.  A short  underarm 
f l ick posit ioned the bag exactly  where i t  needed to  be.  Before 
the bobbin could even be attached to  the l ine ,  the rod was 
r ipped from my grasp.  The f ight  that  ensued was dramatic  to 
say the least ,  as  the f ish tore into the main f low,  and I  fe lt  as 
though I  was just  hanging on,  nothing more.  Steady pressure 
eventual ly  got  the f ish to  turn,  and i ts  bulk could be felt  s ide-
on in  the f low.  More steady pressure,  and the gap between the 
f ish and me had been narrowed to a  mere 50ft ,  so  I  fe lt  as  the 
odds were s l ightly  in  my favour to  land the unseen f ish .  Then 
the hook pul led.  You know that  s inking feel ing. 

After  a  short  sulk ,  new rig  was t ied,  bag on and back 
in  posit ion.  I t  didn’t  take long,  perhaps ten minutes ,  and I 
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connected again to  a  r iver  f ish that  was pul l ing hard.  I  did 
manage to  get  this  one into the net ,  and although she was 
undoubtedly a  lesser  relat ion of  the beast  hooked earl ier,  she 
st i l l  spun the needle  round to  23lb 5oz.  I  fe l t  so  sat isf ied to 
have put  the net  under my f irst  r iver  carp in  a  decade. 

The next  month saw a routine evolve –  basical ly  bait  the 
marginal  areas as  frequently  as  possible  using a  l ight  scattering 
of  bait .  I t  soon became obvious that  these spots  would produce 
f ish ,  but  only  i f  they were rotated.  In  the end,  I  probably had 
around ten dif ferent  areas primed.  This  didn’t  mean hoofing 
tonnes of  bait  in;  i t  was more a  case of  a  handful  of  t igers  a 
handful  of  boi l ies  and a  few chops at  very regular  intervals . 
By keeping the bait  regularly  going in ,  i t  was st i l l  possible 
to  nick a  f ish every few days.  I t  would almost  be a  guarantee 
that  i f  you f ished a  spot  that  had produced the previous day, 
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the end result  would be a  blank.  After  a  bounti ful  start  to  the 
season,  the channel  was start ing to  s low down both in  terms 
of  the r iver ’s  f low and the results  I  was gett ing.  I  had a  notion 
that  one or  two f ish may be visit ing the main weirpool . 

I  c learly  remember a  July  morning when I  had tr ied at  least 
three of  the primed spots  in  the channel  but  to  no avai l .  At  this 
stage,  the weirpool  had been baited only  two or  three t imes 
whereas I  wanted in  my mind to  continue bait ing the weir  for 
at  least  another few days.  However that  morning the main weir 
was in  al l  i ts  early  season glory with the angle  of  the already 
r is ing but  warm sun hitt ing the baited area.  I  couldn’t  resist  a 
go.  A s imple underarm f l ick with the centrepin deposited the 
bag up against  the structure.  I t  was such a  beauti ful  morning 
that  I  sat  looking out  into the steaming r iver  total ly  entranced 
by the view.  I  guess  the relentless  boi l ing baits ,  bait ing,  tying 
r igs  and endless  early  mornings were catching up,  as  I  started 
to  nod off ,  only  to  be woken by the screaming pin.  The r ig  had 
been set  up to  dump the heavy lead on the take,  and from the 
f irst  moment to  the last ,  the f ish fought  unbel ievably hard, 
but  fortunately  most  of  the f ight  was high in  the water,  which 
was a  godsend with the amount of  boulders  that  adorn the 
weirpool .  The f ight  was spectacular  at  t imes,  and from my 
vantage point ,  a  lot  of  the batt le  could be witnessed at  f irst 
hand as  the f ish twisted and turned in  the c lear  water  in  i ts  bid 
for  freedom.  The carp gods were smil ing on me that  part icular 
day,  as  she was safely  netted and returned to 

That  stunning almost  leather carp was the last  f ish I  caught 
from the lower r iver.  As  the f low receded,  the f ish decided to 
move on to  a  new postcode.  I  kept  an eye on the channel  for 
the rest  of  the season,  but  i t  was to  produce no more f ish .  The 
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upper r iver  now looked prime,  and I  had been bait ing several 
areas to  see whether the carp could be drawn in .  The f irst  f ish 
came total ly  out  of  the blue.  The rod had been posit ioned almost 
underneath our boat ,  and i t  was a  bit  of  a  surprise ,  as  no f ish 
had been seen whatsoever.  I t ’s  at  these t imes that  you real ise 
you have to  keep bait ing… keep bait ing… keep bait ing… The 
f ish was a  stunning,  nicely  plated mid-20  mirror  that  fought 
in  true Thames style .  This  f ish was fol lowed by a  number of 
others  over  the next  three months.  I t  would seem as  though 
small  patterns would emerge,  i .e . ,  two f ish on two consecutive 
nights  at  approximately  the same t ime,  then nothing for 
a  number of  nights ,  and then another feeding spel l .  One of 
these feeding spel ls  was most  interesting,  as  for  f ive  nights 
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running,  one f ish was caught  from the same area between 9pm 
and 10pm.  What  was surprising was that  the f irst  three f ish 
almost  looked l ike Leneys –  you can judge for  yourself  from 
the pictures  below.  The other two f ish were both close to  the 
30lbs barrier.

The river  shut  up shop for  me in  the third week of  October. 
I  f ished through to  the end of  January before I  gave up,  but 
somehow the same stretch of  water  seemed devoid of  l i fe . 
Time to  plan for  the new season.the same t ime of  day on three 
consecutive daysAs spring led into summer,  i t  was quite  obvious 
that  the channel  wasn’t  going to  benefit  from the same inf lux 
of  water  i t  had received the previous year.  However plenty of 
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carp were spotted up to  the beginning of  the season,  and one 
large,  and I  mean large,  plated mirror  was seen several  t imes. 
In  addit ion to  these s ightings ,  the upper r iver  looked real ly 
good for  a  bite ,  as  the few f ish had been seen feeding on the 
spots 

At  this  stage at  least  ten dif ferent  swims were gett ing 
a  regular  helping of  bait ,  which mainly  consisted of  hemp, 
red maize ,  t igers  and f ishmeal  barrels .  How I  envied those 
fortunate sponsored anglers ,  as  my bank balance was taking a 
real  dent  in  order to  feed the f ish .  Opening night  went  to  plan 
with a  22lb 5oz mirror that  fought  hard but  didn’t  cause too 
many concerns. 

The early  mornings were spent  observing the baited spots 
in  the channel .  Just  when you think you are beginning to  get 
in  tune with the r iver,  you quickly  learn that  i t  is  far  more 
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complex than you could ever imagine.  Over the next  three 
months,  only  one f ish came out  of  the channel ,  a  stunning 28lb 
l inear  caught  by a  local  lad named Sam.  Sam moved into a  spot 
that  I  had vacated half  an hour previously  and winkled i t  out 
in  no t ime.  Good angl ing,  mate . 

Due to  the lack of  s ightings in  the channel ,  I  decided to  cut 
down on the number of  baited spots  but  at  the same t ime 
promised myself  that  I  would st i l l  keep a  watchful  eye on what 
was going on.  I t  was hard to  imagine that  with the amount of 
f ish that  were present  the previous year,  that  there could be 
such a  low level  of  act ivity  12 months on. 

The main focus now was the upper r iver.  I  decided to 
experiment  by pouring large buckets  of  prepared partic les  into 
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a clear  marginal  spot  that  I  could constantly  monitor.  Let ’s  get 
the bream active and see i f  the carp real ly  do fol low.  For  days , 
the bream ripped the area to  shreds.  Why bream are described 
as  a  f ish that  grazes is  beyond me;  the real i ty  is  that  a  shoal 
that  is  upwards of  20 f ish wil l  feed with such aggression that 
they are doing anything but  grazing.  Sure enough the carp 
fol lowed,  and one particular  day a  good fr iend of  mine on the 
is land and I  lay  stomach down,  with our heads inched over a 
parapet  watching a  group of  f ish feed in  extremely shal low 
water.  By this  t ime plenty more t igers  were being used to 
deter  the bream.  The group of  f ish consisted of  one double , 
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four real ly  good 20s and a  beast  of  a  common.  The common 
looked real ly  hungry and was almost  using his  nose to  push 
any stones out  of  the way to  get  at  the t igers .  After  watching 
these f ish for  an age,  i t  became apparent  that  every 20 minutes 
or  so they would vacate  the area and go on a  short  c ircuit . 

The plan was laid:  a  r ig  consist ing of  25lbs Sensor attached 
to  a  chain l ink lead core on an inl ine led and a  neat  l i t t le 
combi  r ig  presenting two balanced t igers  was gently  lowered 
5ft  from the bank into 3ft  of  water.  The f ish returned and 
immediately  started to  act  more cautiously  in  the proximity 
of  the r ig .  They would move to  one side and within minutes 
would start  picking up mouthfuls  of  bait  quite  confidently. 
At  t imes the big  common picked up mouthfuls  of  bait  within 
inches of  the hookbait .  She would back off  over  the hookbait 
and just  stare at  i t  whilst  gently  f inning,  then with a  del icate 
f l ick  of  the tai l ,  she would start  feeding far  more aggressively 
a  mere foot  away from the bait .  I  decided that  the next  t ime 
the f ish vacated that  the r ig  needed to  be reposit ioned.  Some 
changes were needed in  the presentation,  so  the two t iger 
nuts  were substituted for  a  cut-down t iger  t ipped of  with a 
piece of  real  corn.  The hook size  was changed down to a  s ize 
10 heavy duty wide gape,  and I  then proceeded to  disguise 
the r ig  by laying a  number of  pebbles  and other bits  that  were 
scraped off  the r iver  bed.  The net  result  left  purely  the subtle 
hookbait  on show and very l i t t le  else .  I  wish I  could tel l  you 
a  tale  of  success ,  but  for  approximately  three hours those 
f ish had fed on that  spot ,  and I  didn’t  get  c lose .  In  a  way just 
to  have witnessed wild r iver  f ish behaving for  the most  part 
total ly  natural ly  was an absolute  privi lege that  wil l  never be 
forgotten. 
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I ts  funny how things change… The channel  was devoid of  f ish 
and the ones on the upper r iver  seemed pretty  tr icky to  catch. 
In  my mind,  I  had decided to  change a  few things (as  i t  turned 
out  what  a  mistake)  the plan was to  up the bait  levels ,  let  them 
know the bait  is  here and there is  plenty of  i t .  Unfortunately  I 
only  succeeded in  attract ing every tufty  on the middle  Thames 
into my area,  and how they decimated the bait .  I  had changed 
the r igs  to  smaller  hookbaits  mounted on size  6  Ronnies .  The 
thinking behind this  was al l  centred on those wily  f ish that 
had laughed in  my face previously.  The result  was hooked f ish 
after  hooked f ish ,  but  the dozens of  bream that  I  caught  just 
proved that  I  was no closer  to  gett ing things r ight .

The f ishing was s low,  and I  wondered i f  the onslaught  and 
success  of  the previous season’s  campaign had taken i ts  tol l . 
Was the r iver  start ing to  behave more l ike a  lake –  after  al l 
there was no f low to speak of  and any increased f ish act ivity 
seemed to be a  ref lect ion of  more favourable  weather.  By 
watching the weather patterns i t  became more obvious where 
and when to  feed them.  Most  f ish that  were caught  that  stale 
summer were caught  in  good winds or  after  real ly  heavy rain , 
and unfortunately  we didn’t  get  enough of  either.  After  al l  is 
said and done,  a  few nice f ish were landed here and there. 

There was one particular  morning in  the middle  of  some 
warm sett led weather that  wil l  stay with me forever.  I  was on 
my way to  work,  real ly  pissed off  at  the prospect  of  leaving 
the is land when I  spied some movement out  of  the corner of 
my eye whilst  walking down the main pathway.  I  hadn’t  seen 
f ish in  this  spot  previously.  I  had two options –  walk to  the 
stat ion,  head up to  Waterloo and and try  to  sel l  my carpets  to 
some miserable  customers or  to  turn around and get  on with 
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some miserable  customers or  to  turn around and get  on with 
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the real  job. 
The group of  f ish consisted of  two small  commons,  a  nice 

mid-20 mirror,  a  much larger  common and a  gigantic  orange 
and white  koi  carp.  The f ish were going about  their  business 
basking in  the upper layers ,  sometimes nosing the bits 
of  f lotsam sitt ing on the surface.  I  had heard of  a  few f ish 
being caught  on the surface,  but  the opportunit ies  were very 
infrequent .  I  managed to  get  into a  posit ion without  disturbing 
the f ish .  From the moment the crust  was gently  lowered into 
the water,  the koi  looked very keen indeed.  I t  was as  though 
she had decided that  her  name was on that  piece of  crust .  She 
approach the bait  in  a  posit ive manner,  t ipped up to  suck i t 
down and missed by a  good 3ins .  Then she tr ied again and 
missed,  and again and missed by an even greater  margin.  At 

AIDEN SAVAN



F R E E L I N E   5 2F R E E L I N E   5 2

the real  job. 
The group of  f ish consisted of  two small  commons,  a  nice 

mid-20 mirror,  a  much larger  common and a  gigantic  orange 
and white  koi  carp.  The f ish were going about  their  business 
basking in  the upper layers ,  sometimes nosing the bits 
of  f lotsam sitt ing on the surface.  I  had heard of  a  few f ish 
being caught  on the surface,  but  the opportunit ies  were very 
infrequent .  I  managed to  get  into a  posit ion without  disturbing 
the f ish .  From the moment the crust  was gently  lowered into 
the water,  the koi  looked very keen indeed.  I t  was as  though 
she had decided that  her  name was on that  piece of  crust .  She 
approach the bait  in  a  posit ive manner,  t ipped up to  suck i t 
down and missed by a  good 3ins .  Then she tr ied again and 
missed,  and again and missed by an even greater  margin.  At 

AIDEN SAVAN

F R E E L I N E   5 3

DICK GAYNERBOBBY COOTEJAMES BROMLEY



F R E E L I N E   5 4F R E E L I N E   5 4

one point  I  was convinced that  she must  have turned up after 
happy hour had f inished.  As  you’ve guessed,  i t  didn’t  take long 
for  one of  the smaller  commons to  engulf  the bait .  I  suppose in 
hindsight  I  could have played the game a  l i t t le  more cleverly 
and tr ied to  be more select ive ,  but  on the r iver  these windows 
aren’t  open for  long and any Thames carp of  the surface is 
something special . 

Only  a  day later,  a  vis it  to  the real  world had made me anxious 
to  get  back and get  the rods out .  I t  was a  weird feel ing that 
was tel l ing me to  get  back to  the is land,  especial ly  as  i t  was 
4pm,  and the best  t ime for  a  take was 4am.  Within half  an 
hour I  was gett ing a  few knocks that  looked very breamy.  As 
the knocks persisted,  I  wound down and struck to  feel  sol id 
resistance on the l ine .  The f ish kited left  and locked up into 
something sol id .  The snag was possibly  part  tree ,  as  a  few f ish 
had previously  found its  sanctuary.  The only  way to  deal  with 
the obstacle  was to  jump into the Bic  boat  and get  upstream to 
continue the f ight .  The plan worked,  but  being single-handed 
in  the dinghy is  a  completely  heart-stopping experience.  The 
unseen f ish dragged me everywhere in  a  game of  cat  and mouse. 
I  came close to  nett ing her  on a  couple  of  occasions,  but  her 
lunges total ly  evaded the landing net .  I  managed to  coax her 
back nearer  to  my boat  and to  t ie  up against  i t .  The f ish ,  now 
under the rod t ip ,  stayed deep and took ages to  get  up to  the 
surface.  Even then she was an animal  to  get  into the net ,  but 
that ’s  where she eventual ly  ended up after  an amazing f ight . 
She went  29lbs 14oz on the scales  –  what  a  stunning f ish .  On 
one of  my visits  to  the channel  to  check on the remaining areas 
that  I  had continued to  bait ,  I  had made myself  comfortable  in , 
shal l  we say,  an out  of  bounds area and had decided to  sett le 
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down to watch the water  for  half  an hour.  I  fe l t  as  though I 
knew every l i t t le  stone on the r iverbed here,  so  I  was real ly 
surprised when I  noticed that  the two double  paving s labs 
that  had been chucked into the water  had moved.  On closer 
inspection,  the paving s labs had morphed into the largest  carp 
I  had seen swimming in  the River  Thames.  The f ish was grey 
coloured,  thickset  and real ly  long.  She was doing t iny l i t t le 
laps of  the area and dipping down every t ime to  feed without 
a  care in  the world.  I  was a  nervous wreck putt ing the tackle 
together.  The sol id  bag of  crumb,  chops and a  14mm barrel 
wafter  were f l icked into posit ion,  and the trap was set . 

On her  next  vis it  to  the baited area,  she dipped down,  and 
within seconds she was nai led.  The s lack l ine was taken up t i l l 
she steadi ly  pul led the t ip  around.  I  kept  steady pressure on 
her,  but  al l  the t ime the distance between the two of  us  was 
gett ing larger.  The more I  leaned into her,  the more determined 
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she seemed to become get  to  the other bank.  At  one stage, 
having hooked her  from virtual ly  under the rod t ip ,  she was 
now 80 meters  away at  which point  she boi led on the surface. 
I  real ly  wish I  hadn’t  seen the f ish I  was attached to ,  as  my 
nerves weren’t  helping the f ight .  She kited r ight  on a  long 
l ine and then came towards me,  which put  me in  the box seat . 
The f ight  under the rod t ip  was epic ,  and i t  fe lt  as  though she 
was t ir ing.  Just  as  I  thought  I  was gett ing the upper hand,  she 
made one last  deep dive to  the left ,  and i t  seemed as  though 
things had gone sol id .  As  I  increased the pressure and l i f ted 
her  up through the depths ,  she brought  up an old tethered 
rusting boat  chain with her,  and as  I  reached for  the net ,  the 
f inal  surge of  the f ish with the chain’s  angle  pul l ing across 
the l ine caused the hook to  pul l  free .  We al l  suffer  loses  in 
our angl ing,  but  somehow I  knew there was no way to  ever  get 
over this  one.

When I  f irst  arrived on the is land,  I  had the di lemma of 
what  to  do with the 28 carp that  I  had in  my pond where I 
previously  l ived.  I  didn’t  have much confidence in  the new 
homeowner and was sure that  he was going to  neglect  these 
beauti ful  creatures .  They had been taken out  of  a  lake in  Kent 
as  nothing more than large f ingerl ings .  Even in  their  infancy 
some stunning scale  patterns could be seen.  The last  f ish of  the 
season was to  be one of  the above pond f ish .  Pictures  paint  a 
thousand words,  so  they say and that ’s  exact ly  what  this  photo 
does .  For  the record,  the largest  f ish stocked approximately 
18 months ago was a  stunning 14lb ful ly  scaled,  and when this 
f ish reaches her  potential ,  you wil l  be looking at  something 
very special . 

The second season’s  carp f ishing had drawn to a  c lose ,  and I 
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had already decided in  my mind that  the new season was going 
to  get  al l  that  I  could throw at  i t .  The plan was to  scrutinise 
every element of  my angl ing and to  improve.  I  started with the 
bait  –  the partic les  were al l  f lavoured during the appropriate 
stages of  preparation.  The combinations were as  fol lows: 
hemp/chil l i ,  t igers/tal in ,  red maize/sweet  cream.  The smaller 
part ic les  were drenched in  condensed milk  and the boi l ies 
were supplied by Bob Newman at  the Carp Company.  Not 
too many clues here,  but  try  their  Tuna and Garl ic  with the 
Icelandic  Red –  I ’m sure you won’t  be disappointed with the 
combination.

The r igs  consisted of  lead free hooklinks and razor sharp 
Fang hooks coupled with a  lead arrangement that  suited the 
ground it  was f ished over.  The r igs  were the brainchi ld  of  Jo 
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at  CMCR,  and what  that  guy doesn’t  know about  end tackle  is 
not  worth knowing.  The close season was also spent  bending 
my old mate Phi l  Roots ’  ears  on al l  things carpy.

The season started well  with a  str iking l inear  on opening 
day fol lowed by a  steady stream of  f ish ,  a  real  mixed bag of 
commons,  mirrors ,  small  and large.  With the amazingly  hot 
summer,  the carp were real ly  happy coming into the margins 
and feeding for  decent  periods of  t ime.  So much t ime was spent 
observing these carp at  c lose quarters  that  i t  became part  of 
the dai ly  routine.  I  wil l  treasure that  t ime and the lessons I 
learned forever.  The behavioural  patterns were fascinating, 
how dif ferent  f ish reacted to  bait ,  how some f ish were so much 
more cautious then others ,  how they reacted to  an area with 
and without  a  r ig  in  s i tu ,  how some rigs  worked and how some 
didn’t ,  how much indication you don’t  get  when a  f ish picks 
up and ejects  a  bait  and how quickly  a  bait  can be ejected.  You 
were often left  scratching your head as  to  how we ever  hook 
one of  these creatures ,  and at  t imes you just  had to  laugh at 
how smart  they were.  However,  with f ine-tuning and a  bit  of 
luck,  they were catchable  at  t imes.

I  had dispensed with the matching rods and buzzers  approach, 
and was just  easing into posit ion with my old f ibreglass  Hardy 
No.2 carp rod and a  centrepin,  but  that ’s  where the nostalgia 
ended,  as  the end tackle  was as  ef f ic ient  as  I  could offer  – 
no room for  a  freel ined par  boi led potato here.  The buzz of 
now and again bending into a  carp on that  gear  was a  special 
experience,  but  as  ever,  a  few captures had made the f ish more 
cautious.

As the margins s lowed,  the focus switched to  the main 
baited area on the upper r iver,  which,  due to  the snags that 
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had been washed downstream had now necessitated the use of 
a  dinghy to  safely  land any hooked f ish .  I  was fortunate that 
my girl fr iend,  Kami,  was as  intoxicated with carp f ishing as 
me,  and on plenty of  occasions we could be found mid-river  at 
3am playing a  f ish from the dinghy.  Her help certainly  helped 
to  put  a  few more f ish on the bank.

The bui ldup of  tuft ies  around the baited area was becoming 
a  real  pain.  Every few days more and more of  these feathered 
vermin were playing havoc with any attempt to  f ish .  We al l 
know there are certain tr icks  to  s low them down,  but  even 
trying to  get  them to a  level  where we could f ish was becoming 
impossible . 

Kami had mentioned about  vis it ing her  parents  for  a  week 
in  late  September.  To begin with,  I  wasn’t  that  receptive to 
leaving the f ishing,  but  with the onslaught  from the tuft ies , 
i t  would probably do the area some good to  total ly  leave i t 
a lone.  I t  was with absolute  joy that  we returned a  week later  to 
witness  a  tufty-free zone.  In  al l  real i ty,  the window to winkle 
out  a  last  ditch carp or  two was quite  s l im. 

On the f irst  night  back,  a  one-toner let  us  know in no 
uncertain terms that  an angry carp was attached to  the l ine . 
As  we took to  the dinghy,  the carp felt  special  –  a  real  sol id 
batt le  curve.  In  our absence we had had a  fair  bit  of  rain , 
and the extra  f low was now working in  the carp’s  favour.  At 
t imes she could be seen twist ing and turning in  the torchl ight , 
only  then to  power out  into the main f low,  and this  scenario 
was repeated t ime and t ime again.  I t  must  have taken a  hard 
20-minute f ight  to  get  her  c lose to  nett ing,  and in  she went . 
She was a  c lassic  Thames warrior  that  didn’t  quite  pul l  the 
needle  round to  35lbs .  To catch my Thames 30 was a  dream 
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and a  total  privi lege. 
The r iver  produced a  few more f ish over  the next  two weeks, 

and unfortunately  a  pattern was seeming to  emerge with a 
lot  of  repeat  captures .  The f inal  f ish caught  that  season was 
becoming a  c lose fr iend,  as  this  was the f i f th  t ime I  had caught 
him in three seasons,  so  perhaps now is  the t ime to  move 
further  af ield . 

The mighty Thames is  a  special  r iver  indeed.  I  have f ished 
for  carp as  far  down as  Kew Bridge,  and wouldn’t  i t  be great  to 
see a  massive uncaught  chunk come out  of  the big  t idal?  Who 
knows what  lurks in  i ts  depths .
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CHASING CHASING 
THAMESTHAMES
DREAMSDREAMS

ASH GEDEN

With the  brol ly  system tr y ing its  best  to  take  of f  at  around 
7 :30am on Sunday 29 th Ju ly  whi lst  I  held  on for  dear  l i fe ,  tangled 
up in  the  spokes  ins ide,  soaked through to  the  bones  f rom the 
dr iv ing rain and a  l i t t le  s leep depr ived,  i t  rea l ly  had been a  savage 
night  out  here  on the  r iver,  and I  thought  to  mysel f ,  surely  it  can’t 
be  much longer  now,  or  am I  just  mad for  being here? 

I  had star ted my Thames campaign a  l i t t le  late  this  year  in  a l l 
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honesty,  preferr ing to  be  out  there,  proact ive  and on it ,  learning, 
bait ing ,  prepping tucked away swims and learning a  l i t t le  more 
f rom as  early  as  the  middle  of  March somet imes ,  but  having been 
rea l ly  focused on my syndicate  water  dur ing the  previous  couple 
of  months ,  I  just  hadn’t  done ha l f  as  much homework as  I  normal ly 
would l ike  to  do dur ing the  close  season,  so  I  fe lt  a  l i t t le  bit 
behind,  and doubts  were  star t ing to  creep in  to  my head,  such as 
had I  prepped my chosen area  enough,  and more important ly,  am 
I  in  the  r ight  place  now? It  was  now just  before  8am,  I  was  st i l l 
hanging onto my house  whi lst  ponder ing l i fe ,  and out  of  nowhere 
the  middle  rod went  f rom nothing to  a l l ,  just  l ike  that .  Stuf f  the 
brol ly !  I  was  on it  in  a  hear tbeat .  I  was  a  l i t t le  shocked as  to  how 
the  whole  s ituat ion had turned just  l ike  that .  I  was  into  my f irst 
Thames carp of  the  season – a lways  a  hear t  pounding moment! 
Af ter  a  long run on the  init ia l  take  and a  spir ited batt le  as  I  lead 
it  back towards  me f rom the  distance  it  had gained,  I  could see  it 
was  a  lovely  sca ly  one,  so  it  was  a  huge rel ie f  to  get  i t  in  the  net . 
It  was  just  under  20lb,  and that  wi l l  do nicely  for  a  f i rst  sess ion 
result ,  I  said.  From that  moment ,  I  knew that  it  was  game on 
– locat ion was  r ight  and the  bait  was  working and this  was  the 
place  to  be  to  catch a  dream.  I  just  needed to  condit ion the  spot 
and bel ieve. 

I  was  due to  work away f rom Monday onwards ,  and having just 
had one f rom the  area ,  I  wanted to  apply  a  bit  more  bait ,  knowing 
it  would be  at  least  seven days  unt i l  I  was  able  to  get  down to  get 
some more in  on the  spot .  S o with the  gear  on the  barrow and 
the  rods  st rapped on,  I  deposited the  remaining bait  I  had on me 
f rom the  sess ion,  which was  around 3kg,  a  mixture  of  C omplex-T 
boi l ie ,  pel le ts  and par t ic les .  That  was  another  3kg in  weight  of f 
the  barrow now – ever y  l i t t le  helps  –  anything to  l ighten the  load 
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for  that  absolute  miss ion of  a  miss ion back to  the  motor.  The 
gear  was  twice  the  weight ,  soaked through,  but  did  I  care?  I  was 
nowhere  near  happy with the  amount  of  bait  out  there  though,  but 
it  was  a l l  I  had on me,  so  the  f i rst  pr ior ity  for  when I  got  home 
was  to  grab more bait  and get  st raight  back down there,  so  of f  I 
shot  with  another  7kg ,  which would then br ing the  hit  up to  10kg, 
again a  mixture  of  boi l ies ,  pel le ts ,  t igers ,  par t ic les  and l iquids .  I 
had been putt ing in  around 5kg ever y  three  days  for  about  three 
weeks  so  far,  so  I  was  happy with the  rat io  I  had deposited for  the 
week.

It  was  nine  days  later  that  I  was  back down and in  the  area ,  so 
there  wasn’t  one moment  that  went  past  dur ing the  week whi lst 
working where  I  didn’t  think about  the  spot  and what  might  be 
v is it ing it .  I  cer tain ly  knew what  potent ia l  there  was  and what 
the  r iver  has  to  of fer  with  years’  worth of  knowledge,  exper ience 
and s ight ings  f i rmly  embedded in  my mind.  I  was  woken by a 
ser iously  fast  take  on a  t ightened up clutch on my le f t  hand rod 
just  before  7 :30am on 7 th August .  Having been wrecked f rom a 
busy week,  I  needed a  couple  more hours’  s leep in  me rather  than 
waking up at  f i rst  l ight  to  watch the  water,  which I  just  rea l ly 
didn’t  have  it  in  me to  do that  morning and had fa l len back to 
s leep.  I  proceeded to  t r y  and control  a  ver y  angr y  Thames carp 
that  chugged around in  f ront  of  me for  a  couple  of  minutes  whi lst 
I  rubbed my eyes  in  an attempt  to  wake up.  Al l  was  under  control 
though,  and number  two of  the  season was  mine,  a  lovely  dark 
20lb  mirror,  even though it  was  a  recapture  of  one I ’d  had of f 
the  sur face  last  year  a  few mi les  upstream.  With that ,  out  went 
another  5kg of  bait ,  and I  headed of f  home.

I  was  back down three  days  later  and feel ing ver y  conf ident . 
I  arr ived just  as  the  l ight  was  fading on Fr iday evening and 
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instant ly  got  to  work gett ing the  rods  out  on the  spot ,  which was 
a  smal l  raised area  out  in  the  middle  of  the  r iver,  on and around 
which three  r igs  were  accurately  posit ioned with a  top-up of  bait , 
around 30 spods .  That  sounds l ike  a  lot  of  bait  for  an overnighter, 
but  t rust  me;  you get  c leared out  in  no t ime,  depending on stock 
levels  and species  etc .  The spot  fe lt  ver y  c lean to  me when the 
lead touched down on the  r ight  hand rod,  and I  thought ,  that  wi l l 
be  away come morning. 

Sure  enough,  8am came round,  and again I  was  disturbed f rom 
such a  lovely  s leep (I  needed it ! )  by  the  sound of  an a larm,  but 
this  was  di f ferent  –  just  a  few bleeps ,  as  a  stutter ing take  suddenly 
k icked me fu l ly  into  l i fe  af ter  picking up the  rod and t ightening 
up to  something k it ing upstream at  speed and now str ipping l ine 
f rom a  t ight  c lutch.  I  couldn’t  disengage the  back-wind quick ly 
enough – I  hate  playing f ish  on the  clutch!  Af ter  what  fe lt  l ike  a 
l i fe t ime,  the  pace  star ted to  s low,  and a  few big  head shakes  and 
thumps later,  I  managed to  turn it .  It  then proceeded to  make a 
beel ine  st raight  back towards  me at  speed with me cranking down 
hard on the  reel  for  a  good e ight  seconds in  an attempt  to  catch 
up with this  unseen torpedo heading straight  for  me. 

The sun was  beaming down,  and f rom 20-odd yards  out  I  could 
see  this  long,  lean,  s i lver  f igure  twist ing and turning as  I  led  it 
up to  the  sur face  with my l itt le  f luoro pop-up just  v is ible  in  the 
corner  of  i t s  mouth.  I  knew exact ly  what  I  had hooked;  I  had 
seen it  a  hel l  of  a  lot  in  the  area  before  committ ing to  the  bait ing 
campaign,  and it  was  about  to  breach,  so  at  any attempt  at  nett ing 
it ,  I  was  going to  take.  I  grabbed the  net ,  threw it  into  the  water 
between the  other  two rods ,  jumped in  with chest  waders  on and 
hovered on the  edge of  the  margina l  shel f .  ( I ’ve  got  into  the  habit 
of  gett ing my waders  on within seconds upon waking up to  a 
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take  for  this  type  of  f ishing ,  and apar t  f rom that  I  wi l l  l ive  in  the 
things  –  it’s  too fast  paced to  lapse  in  concentrat ion for  even a 
second!) 

By now I  was  wel l  aware  of  what  ca l ibre  of  carp I  had on the 
end,  which I  had no control  over.  It  was  going absolutely  ba l l is t ic 
in  an attempt  to  wipe my other  two rods  out  and get  f ree.  To 
my r ight  was  the  thickest  raf t  of  weed that  had bui lt  up in  the 
margins ,  and this  is  where  it  headed next…  and I  fol lowed – 
bad move!  The water  even deeper  there,  and with me now being 
wel l  out  of  my depth,  s l iding down the  s l ipper y,  s i l ty  shel f ,  the 
net  was  my only  support  as  I  rammed it  into  the  thick weed raf t 
as  a  counter  ba lance  so  I  could ground my feet .  This  I  quick ly 
managed to  do,  but  with  the  f ish  now thrashing water  in  f ront  of 
me and the  raf t  of  weed,  I  was  in  a  ver y  bad posit ion and now not 
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thinking straight  at  a l l .  The f ish  boi led at  the  f ront  of  the  weed, 
leaving a  hol low,  so  seeing the  chance,  I  got  the  net  in  there  and 
heaved the  3f t  long common over  the  net  cord unt i l  i t  was  k iss ing 
the  spreader  block.  There  was  st i l l  ha l f  a  foot  of  wr ist  and tai l 
hanging out  over  the  net  cord!  With a l l  my might ,  whi lst  water 
st reamed over  the  top of  my waders ,  I  t r ied a l l  I  could to  shuf f le 
the  ha l f  a  foot  extra  of  s i lver  30lb-plus  Thames common into 
that  net ,  but  the  weed had closed back in  on both the  arms of 
my landing net ,  and I  just  could not  l i f t  i t .  The arms were  locked 
sol id  in  the  weed and were  now snapping due to  the  weight  of  the 
weed as  I  s t ruggled.  In  the  bl ink of  an eye,  before  I  could react  to 
the  s ituat ion I  had got  mysel f  into,  the  great  common thrashed, 
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turned and swam straight  back out  and into  the  depths  of  the  Old 
Father,  leaving my l itt le  f luoro pop-up on my r ig ,  hooked up to 
the  mesh at  the  bottom of  my broken,  empty net .

Af ter  throwing the  gear  around the  swim for  a  bit ,  lots  of 
swear ing and some chain smoking,  I  reposit ioned a l l  three  rods 
with a  l ight  top-up of  bait  over  the  area .  With such a  good stamp 
of  carp poss ibly  st i l l  being in  the  area ,  there  was  no way I  was 
leaving ,  so  I  forced mysel f  to  stay  on for  one more night  in  the 
hope that  they were  st i l l  about ,  I  fe lt  l ike  a  broken man.  The 
night  was  quiet ,  and I  woke feel ing even worse  than I  did,  but 
st i l l ,  out  went  5kg of  bait ,  and I  decided to  g ive  it  a  week’s  rest , 
repeat ing the  bait ing process  three  days  later  dur ing that  per iod 
of  my absence. 

My next  ac tua l  f ishing sess ion back was  much later  than planned, 
but  I  had come back ref reshed af ter  a  couple  of  nights’  break 
spent  at  my syndicate  water  with  success ,  in  between a  busy  week 
of  work and a  lot  of  hours  spent  t racking down these  nomadic 
Thames carp in  other  areas  of  this  big  r iver  of  dreams,  a l l  the  t ime 
keeping up with the  bait  appl icat ion rat io  –  the  more pr iming the 
better !  I  f i shed two blank nights  in  a  row.  What  was  going on?  I 
thought… where  were  they?  I  wasn’t  too put  of f  by  the  quiet  spel l 
though,  as  the  area  was  feel ing pol ished,  especia l ly  where  the 
middle  rod was  posit ioned,  r ight  in  the  center  of  the  baited spot . 

A fu l l  moon was  coming up on the  26 th August ,  and I  was 
feel ing something was  going to  k ick  of f ,  as  i t  had been strangely 
quiet  recent ly.  It  was  3am on the  23 rd August ,  and I  found mysel f 
s tar t ing to  come to  my senses  in  the  g lare  of  the  br ight  moon 
that  I  had been watching grow by the  day,  s tood in  the  margins 
of  the  r iver  with  the  rod star t ing to  double  over  with  a  heavy and 
strong but  steady moving weight  on the  end.  This  fe lt  ser ious!  I 
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carefu l ly  attempted to  make a  turn of  the  handle  in  order  to  apply 
a  l i t t le  more  pressure,  and with that ,  ever ything fe l l  s lack as  it 
l i tera l ly  just  fe l l  of f .  How do you just  fa l l  of f ?  With my jaw now 
somewhere  down by my arse,  I  sk ipped the  r ig  back in  to  inspect 
my per fec t ly  f ine  r ig  with  a  turned-over  hook point .  Two losses 
in  a  row – so  cruel ! 

8am came round,  and with no more ac t ion,  I  topped up the  area 
and went  of f  hunt ing ,  with  the  plan of  not  f ishing that  night .  The 
or ig ina l  plan was  to  be  there  next  just  before  the  date  of  the  fu l l 
moon,  having been pushing mysel f  to  the  l imits  with  the  lack of 
s leeping and eat ing that  was  replaced by plott ing and planning 
in  the  determinat ion to  keep my dreams a  poss ibi l ity… I  was 
completely  burnt  out .

A f ish  loss  a lways  seems worse  s itt ing at  home;  it  rea l ly  gr inds 
away at  you!  Feel ing sorr y  for  mysel f  and l icking my wounds 
whi lst  t r y ing my best  to  zone out  star ing at  a  T V that  I  wanted to 
throw out  the  window (there  were  adver ts  on at  the  t ime!) ,  I  s t i l l 
couldn’t  s top looking at  those  bloody weather  apps .  It  was  bob-
on condit ions  –  moon,  pressure,  the  lot !  I  g lanced at  the  c lock. 
It  was  10pm,  and the  motor  was  ha l f  loaded…  “S od this ,”  I  said. 
“I ’m of f !”

The rest ,  as  they say,  i s  histor y…
Nah… I’m joking!
Never  has  there  been more of  an anxious  dr ive  in  my l i fe .  It  was 

one of  those  rare  v ibes  you get  when you’re  connected that  deeply 
to  what  you have  focused ever ything you have  been working so 
hard for  on.  S omething made me do what  I  did  that  night ,  and 
I  wasn’t  going to  quest ion it !  It  was  now around 11:30pm by the 
t ime I  was  sett led in ,  and with my senses  running at  their  peak 
on the  br ight ,  moonl it  night ,  one-by-one,  with  100% accurac y, 
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each of  the  three  rods  were  posit ioned on their  respected spots . 
I  d idn’t  even have  to  feather  the  leads  in  f l ight  –  ever ything was 
second nature.  I  hit  the  c l ips  sweet ,  and with that ,  another  30 
spods  were  put  out ,  focused mainly  over  the  middle  rod.  I  had 
done a l l  I  could,  and it  was  t ime to  t r y  and get  some s leep.

The night  had been quiet ,  which was  ha l f  expected.  I  fe lt  I  was 
there  for  a  morning bite… wel l ,  I  was  before  the  sess ion anyway. 
It  was  just  af ter  7am,  and I  was  st i l l  fee l ing ver y  anxious  af ter 
quite  a  sound s leep.  C ondit ions  were  due to  change later  that  day, 
but  as  I  sat  there  quiet ly  star ing at  the  middle  rod,  i t  was  just 
af ter  8am that  a l l  that  bui ldup,  a l l  that  anxiety  and overpower ing 
feel ings  of  something brewing,  suddenly  became apparent .  The 
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t ip  on the  middle  rod just  s lowly  arched over,  and the  a larm let 
out  a  few bleeps  as  l ine  t icked of f  the  t ight  c lutch on the  sol id 
setup. 

Upon taking a  breath,  I  picked up the  rod,  and the  sur face  just 
erupted!  The rest  rea l ly  does  feel  a  bit  of  a  blur.  Ever ything fe lt 
l ike  it  was  going one hundred mi les  per  hour!  I  was  wel l  aware  I 
had hooked something ver y,  ver y  specia l  before  even picking up 
the  rod.  You know what  I  mean;  we have  a l l  had that  feel ing at 
some point .  It  was  going menta l ,  and there  was  such power  f rom 
this  beast  that  I  could do absolutely  nothing with it .  If  i t  wanted to 
go,  a l l  I  could do was  backwind,  backwind and backwind,  keeping 
those  knuckles  away f rom the  reel  face  as  much as  poss ible ,  as 
this  fe lt  wi ld  and unpredic table . 
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After  what  fe lt  l ike  a  l i fe t ime,  I  s lowly  gained control  as  we 
fought  each other  f rom out  in  the  middle  of  the  r iver  a l l  the  way 
back towards  me,  now absorbing the  powerful  lunges  with  more 
control  as  it  charged of f  up and down the  margin in  f ront  of  me 
in  between the  other  l ines .  Having a lready got  in  the  water  af ter 
edging my way for ward with the  net  in  posit ion dur ing severa l 
s tages  of  the  f ight ,  I  had learnt  f rom the  loss  of  that  3f t  common 
to  stay  where  I  was  for  nett ing ,  despite  want ing to  keep the  f ish 
away f rom the  other  l ines  as  much as  poss ible .  I  got  ready.  I  can 
st i l l  see  it  now,  just  this  massive  orangey/yel low g low coming 
f rom a  stupidly  s ized block of  cheese  of  a  carp,  just  wal lowing 
around beaten below the  t ip  and ready for  nett ing .  I  recognised 
the  f ish  st raight  away ;  i t  had been over  f ive  years  s ince  my last 
s ight ing of  i t !  I  wi l l  never  forget  it .  As  i f  in  s low mot ion,  I  ever 
so  gent ly  fu l ly  sunk the  net  around the  beaten beast  and scooped! 
Instant ly  I  fe lt  s ick ,  s tanding there  in  utter  disbel ie f ,  having just 
had the  adrenal ine  rush of  my l i fe ,  I  ac tua l ly  had to  s it  down. 
Within a  couple  of  minutes ,  my head stopped spinning.  I  got  in 
the  water,  carefu l ly  unhooked the  f ish  and safe ly  secured it  in  the 
retainer  whi lst  I  ca l led a  f r iend who had been on standby.  “I ’ve 
got  the  Cheese!”  I  said.

My dream went  42lb  10oz.
I  f i shed a  couple  more sess ions  on the  spot  over  the  next  couple 

of  weeks ,  keeping to  the  same bait ing pattern.  I  went  on to  take 
another  two carp f rom the  spot ,  another  recapture  f rom back in 
2013,  which was  a  mirror  going 27lb  2oz  on the  3 rd of  S eptember 
and a  common of  17lbs  on the  6 th S eptember,  both early  morning 
bites  again,  before  ca l l ing it  an end to  the  campaign.  S even bites 
f rom the  spot  result ing in  f ive  carp landed including my f irst 
40lb-plus  Thames carp is  a  season – that  surely  couldn’t  be  topped, 
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r ight?  Incredibly  amazing and epic  t imes  –  what  a  rush –  but  the 
season was  st i l l  young.

I  had been working hard on plan B for  a  couple  of  weeks  by  now, 
af ter  v isua l ly  locat ing carp on occasions  dur ing my spare  t ime 
af ter  work and when I  wasn’t  f i shing .  The new spot  was  located 
in  a  completely  di f ferent  area  of  the  r iver,  and I  had a  feel ing 
there  were  quite  a  few carp held  up there  than I  was  ac tua l ly 
physica l ly  seeing .  I  planned to  hit  i t  two more t imes  heavi ly  with 
bait  and then drop in  for  my f irst  sess ion.  It  was  19 days  later  that 
I  was  on my way,  ready to  hit  the  locat ion where  they were  g iv ing 
themselves  away.

To be  cont inued…
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LIFE LIFE 
ON THE ON THE 

THAMESTHAMES

DAVID WALLEN

Never did I  think that  something my dad got  me into as  a 
chi ld  would become such a  big  part  of  my l i fe .  From a young 
boy up to  the age of  10-11,  I  spent  my free days and weekends, 
l ike  most ,  out  with my fr iends or  f ishing with the old man. 
Although the Thames was less  than 5-10 miles  from where we 
l ived,  we never ventured out  to  f ish the big  r iver.  I  don’t  think 
i t  real ly  mattered where we f ished,  whether i t  was the local 
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pond,  stream or dyke –  we always found something to  go at , 
and catch or  not ,  i t  was always a  nice  t ime.  I  miss  those early 
days .

The night  before i t  was a  buzz gett ing everything ready,  and 
we were up early  making f lasks of  coffee and a  pack lunches 
for  the day ahead.  Then i t  was off  to  the tackle  shop as  i t 
opened,  stocking up on the essentials  and l istening to  the old 
heads chatt ing away before the anticipation of  what  the day 
might  bring as  we drove to  our chosen venue.  They are truly 
great  and very fond memories ,  just  catching whatever came 
our way,  hoping that  maybe one day we might  catch one of  the 
bigger  ones that  we had seen lurking in  the depths .  This  was 
def initely  where my passion for  f ishing began,  but  my f ishing 
has certainly  changed since then though…

At the age of  12,  I  moved house,  and the River  Thames was 
now on my doorstep,  so  i t  was only  natural  that  I  would be 
f ishing i t .  I  st i l l  remember seeing the r iver  for  the f irst  t ime 
and being overwhelmed by the sheer s ize  –  wide,  long and 
deep –  a  world away from the 4ft  gin  c lear  dyke I  was used 
to .  I  didn’t  have a  c lue where to  start ,  but  I  was excited to  get 
stuck in  –  the mystery of  what  i t  held in  i ts  depths had me 
from the very beginning!  I  started s lowly,  targeting the local 
tr ibutaries  and backwaters ,  as  they seemed more int imate 
and a  l i t t le  less  int imidating than the main f low,  f ishing the 
only  way I  knew how,  on the f loat ,  catching nothing more than 
small  f ish for  the f irst  year  or  so and losing the odd better  f ish 
to  hook pul ls  and weak tackle ,  but  as  always,  hopeful  that  one 
day I ’d  catch something special . 

I  was down one day after  school ,  and I  saw a guy f ishing under 
an overhanging tree in  one of  the backwaters .  As  I  approached 
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DICK GAYNER
and asked i f  he had caught  anything,  his  rod t ip  pul led round 
and he was in .  After  a  short  batt le ,  a  stunning 3-4lb chub was 
in  the bottom of  his  landing net … I  was blown away by the s ize 
of  i t ,  considering I  hadn’t  had much over a  pound since f ishing 
there.  I  noticed he was using a  quiver  t ip  rod,  big  reels ,  thicker 
l ine and weighting his  bait  on the bottom using luncheon meat 
as  bait .  After  picking his  brain for  a  while  and gaining some 
valuable  knowledge,  I  was overwhelmed by how much I  didn’t 
know.  I  f igured I ’d  take his  guidance onboard and try  this 
approach on my next  tr ip  down! 

After  school  the next  day,  I  went  straight  down to the tackle 
shop.  I  brought  some big  s ize  8  hooks and some luncheon 
meat ,  buzzing with excitement as  I  headed back down to the 
backwater,  optimist ic  and a  l i t t le  overconfident  that  I  was 
going to  easi ly  catch one of  these giants ,  but  not  real is ing 
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i t  wasn’t  as  easy as  I  f irst  thought  i t  would be.  The next  few 
sessions I  spent  blanking and being frustrated,  worrying that 
what  I  was doing wasn’t  working and i t  wasn’t  going to  work 
for  me… Had the bigger f ish moved on?

Then after  afew tweeks to  my rig  and a  couple  more sessions, 
i t  f inal ly  happened… I  got  down to the r iver  an hour before 
sunset ,  planning to  stay into dark.  After  lowering my cube 
of  luncheon meat  and barbed sized 8 hook into a  l ikely  hole 
underneath an overhanging bush on the far  bank,  I  sat  back 
and waited in  s i lence.  After  an hour or  so ,  i t  happened!  Bang! 
The rod hooped over,  and I  was in!  What ’s  happening? It  went 
l ike something I ’d  never experienced before –  pure power and 
energy surging down the rod.  I t  was such good fun in  a  small 
overgrown blackwater.  I  had the c lutch set  pretty  t ight  so i t 
couldnt  get  any l ine on me,  and after  a  few savage lunges for 
the snags trying to  get  free ,  I  swung the net  under i t .  As  I 
stood there in  the dark on my own looking into the net  at  this 
huge,  oversized chub,  my obsession and passion for  f ishing 
started picking up pace.  The buzz of  sett ing a  target ,  a  l i t t le 
prep work and understanding,  laying my traps and achieving 
my goal  was and st i l l  is  an awesome feel ing!  Mugging off  some 
wily  old character  in  the process  –  that ’s  what  i t ’s  about!

Catching my f irst  big  chub of  4-5lbs  was enough to  keep me 
interested over the next  few years!  This  I  guess  was the f irst 
turning point  in  my f ishing.  I  decided to  stop f ishing with small 
hooks and maggots  and start  targeting the bigger  f ish only.  I 
knew I  might  catch less ,  but  the excitement and chal lenge of 
catching the bigger f ish was what  I  was chasing for  sure. 

The next  couple  of  years  I  spent  learning more about  the r iver 
on a  whole ,  with lots  of  researching,  YouTube,  books,  DVDs and 
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magazines ,  di f ferent  species  of  f ish ,  di f ferent  styles  of  f ishing, 
r igs ,  tackle ,  where to  f ind f ish and dif ferent  ways on how to 
target  them.  I  was bui lding my watercraft  and enthusiasm as 
I  went  and catching numerous good f ish along the way:  chub, 
perch,  pike and bream aplenty!  I  can remember holding bream 
up for  photos and thinking I  was the man.  Haha!  I  no longer 
l ike bream.

After  lots  of  sessions,  lots  of  blanks plenty of  learning,  one 
night  whilst  f ishing a  new stretch,  I  got  lucky and had my f irst 
ever  Thames barbel  of  11lb 6oz!  Now that  was an experience 
–  by far  one of  the strongest  f ish I  had ever  batt led with and 
pound for  pound one of  the hardest  f ighting f ish in  the UK river 
systems.  This  sparked my barbel  phase.  No longer did the chub 
matter;  I  had a  new chal lenge –  the mighty barbus barbus.  By 
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this  t ime I  was driving,  and a  fresh faced 17-year-old me had 
become obsessed with barbel ,  not  only  from the Thames but 
from al l  r ivers  up and down the country:  the Hampshire Avon, 
the Kennet ,  the Stour,  Warks Avon,  the Loddon… along with 
many others .  I  covered many miles  chasing specimen chub and 
barbel ,  never catching barbel  to  more than 12lb 5oz and chub 
to  5lb-plus ,  but  I  learnt  a  hel l  of  a  lot  a long the the way!  I  spent 
from the age of  17 to  21 targeting barbel!  The f ight  they gave 
and the sheer power and aggression was what  I  was after!  I t ’s 
awesome sport  on the r ight  gear  –  true warrior  f ish! 

The road I ’m on now al l  started the day I  saw a group of  5-10 
carp in  one of  the shal low tributaries  I  a lways f ished in  my 
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early  teens.  I  had seen the odd carp but  always thought  i t  was 
impossible  to  catch them.  These f ish looked a  di f ferent  level 
to  the chub and barbel  that  I  was used to  catching –  long dark 
and thick,  20-30lb-plus f ish r ight  before my eyes –  I  just  had 
to  try  and catch one.

I  had already f ished the Thames for  ten years  and had never 
caught  nor even seen more than one or  two,  but  I  thought 
that  this  was c learly  a  good t ime to  have a  go.  Being an angler 
who loves a  chal lenge,  I  set  myself  to  task of  catching one, 
I  grabbed the gear  out  the motor and got  to  i t .  In  short ,  I 
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the spawning grounds and decided I  would put  some bait  in  i f 
they did .  Sure enough,  a  week later  they showed up,  and with 
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knowing the f ish hadn’t  spawned,  I  kept  an eye on the area, 
and sure enough with a  bit  more bait  and a  l i t t le  savvy,  I  got 
them back in  and feeding away from the other anglers .

I t  must  have been early  July,  and I  headed back down to the 
r iver.  After  keeping the bait  going in  through the previous week, 
I  f ished two rods with a  small  scattering of  bait  –  Richworth 
Tutt i  Frutt i  was the bait  I  was using at  the t ime.  I  managed 
to  lose the f irst  carp I  hooked,  a  small  common of  about  10lb, 
after  a  short ,  sharp run.  I t  batt led hard through the weed and 
did me at  the net!  Feel ing defeated,  I  f l icked my rod back out 
not  expecting anything to  happen! 

After  an hour,  I  had a  take on my right  hand rod,  and after  an 
epic  ten-minute batt le ,  I  had my f irst  ever  Thames carp in  my 
net ,  and I  was happy to  know they go as  good as  the barbel!  I t 
was a  12lbs 12oz mirror  carp with a  s l ightly  ghost  carp look 
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to  i t .  I  went  home that  night ,  chuffed at  having achieved my 
goal !  I  couldn’t  wait  to  get  back down the next  day and have 
another go,  but  l i t t le  did I  know that  the very next  session 
would see me catch a  beauti ful  old 26lb mirror,  my second 
ever  20lb-plus  f ish and a  new personal  best!  Now that  was the 
last  turning point  in  my angl ing.  That  f ish is  the f ish that  has 
had me obsessed by the carp that  swim in the mighty River 
Thames for  the last  decade!

 I  went  from a dedicated barbel  angler  to  a  sel l -out  carp 
f ishermen overnight!  Gone are the 1 .75lb tc  rods and the 
Shimano baitrunners ,  hel lo  3 .25 tc  12ft  carp rods,  the big  pit 
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reels ,  f ishing alarms and learning how to t ie  carp r igs .  I t  was a 
massive learning curve,  but  I  have to  say,  I  embraced i t .  I  love 
the fact  that  there is  so much more to  carp f ishing than I  f irst 
thought .  There is  so much that  you have to  get  r ight  in  order to 
catch,  from f inding spots  to  leading them out ,  feature f inding, 
bait ing up,  and then there’s  your bait  choice ,  r ig  choice and 
weather factors!  Whether you’re  f ishing lakes ,  pits ,  reservoirs , 
canals  or  r ivers ,  i t ’s  endless! 

Over the last  10-11 years ,  I  spent  The f irst  5-6 seasons bank 
f ishing al l  over  the place including gett ing to  grips  with the 
main f low of  the r iver  and understanding the seasons and f lows, 
unfortunately  for  very l i t t le  reward.  I  tr ied to  understand what 
the f ish were doing but  struggled a  lot  of  the t ime.  I  think I 
completely  blanked for  a  couple  of  seasons and only  had two 
or  three f ish per  season the other years ,  but  to  be fair,  I  didn’t 
put  in  anywhere near as  much effort  as  I  do nowadays,  nor  did 
I  know what  I  know now. 

After  spending many years  struggl ing,  I  f inal ly  started making 
some progress ,  learning as  I  went  and picking up knowledge 
from people  who were wil l ing to  share.  I  real ised that  moving 
around so much l ike I  would i f  I  were chub or  barbel  f ishing 
wouldn’t  a lways help me on the stretch I  was f ishing.  With that 
in  mind,  I  started bait ing an area heavier  than usual .  I t  was 
an area that  I  real ly  l iked the look of ,  away from the masses ,  a 
real ly  quiet  stretch,  and after  a  few sessions,  I  f inal ly  started 
catching –  a  great  personal  moment in  my angl ing!  I t  a l l 
started to  come together and make sense that  l i t t le  bit  more, 
and doing the best  part  of  i t  by myself  fe lt  great  too.

After  my f irst  proper run of  f ish and a  new personal  best 
two-tone mirror of  29lb 12oz at  the t ime,  my passion and drive 
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to  get  out  on the r iver  and catch more carp was stronger than 
ever!  As  t ime went  on,  I  decided the bank was too busy and 
crowded for  me,  and I  needed a  change,  so  I  bought  a  boat  and 
slowly became even more obsessed with the r iver  and the carp 
–  hunting them in the c lose season when the waters  are c lear, 
bedding down in the colder  months when the water ’s  murky, 
prepping areas ,  bait ing spots  and watching them feed!  Three 
nights  a  week is  just  normal  now… well ,  i t  has  been for  the 
last  4-5 years .  June t i l  December is  general ly  my season,  and 
honestly,  I ’ve  never dedicated myself  to  a  passion l ike I  have 
done to  my river  carp f ishing!  Carp f ishing over the last  f ive 
years  has become a  massive part  of  who I  am as  a  person!  The 
unknown and unexplored depths of  the mighty River  Thames 
and the potential  and mystery of  what  is  st i l l  swimming around 
uncaught  down there is  what  drives  me to  do i t .  I  have caught 
some real ly  stunning f ish over  the years .   Where they started 
l i fe ,  who knows? Did they grow from spawn in the Thames? 
Did they,  l ike  most ,  enter  in  the f loods? Either  way,  I  just  can’t 
get  enough of  the awesome characters  the r iver  holds . 

Over the last  few seasons,  a l l  of  my hard work,  drive and 
determination to  keep on going through al l  the blanks and al l 
the drama and stress  that  comes with carp f ishing has served 
me well .  I ’ve  managed to  catch many dif ferent  characters  from 
the r iver:  long ones,  stumpy ones,  fat  ones ,  scaly  ones ,  chi l led 
ones ,  angry ones and I ’ve  had nine dif ferent  30lb-plus  carp to 
over 37lbs with a  back-up of  gnarly,  dark colourful  warriors! 
I ’ve  had barbel  to  over  18lbs ,  chub to  7lb-plus ,  perch to  over 
3lbs ,  pike to  double  f igures ,  bream to 10lb-plus  and grass  carp 
to  mid 20s!  I t ’s  been an epic  journey so far,  and I  can’t  wait 
to  see what  the future has in  store!  I ’m ful ly  hooked on old 
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Father T!
Goals  over  the next  few years… 
I ’m st i l l  chasing a  30lb common,  which is  a  dream of  mine. 

I ’ve  had so many high 20 commons,  i t ’s  mad,  just  never a  30. 
Obviously  the 40lb barrier  wil l  be  an amazing moment too!  
In  general  though,  I ’m just  going back to  enjoying my f ishing. 
I ’ve  al lowed it  to  take over in  some respects ,  and i t ’s  a l l  been 
a  bit  to  serious the last  few years ,  so  the boat ’s  gone and I ’m 
back to  the bank and enjoying f ishing some new areas with 
some old faces  –  back to  the old school!  But  yeah,  that ’s  where 
my f ishing is  up to .  I ’m looking forward to  having a  few more 
before the end of  the season i f  I  can manage i t .

Highl ights  from the last  couple  seasons… 
I ’ve  managed more f ish these past  few seasons than any 
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others .  I t  shows that  a  lot  of  hard work and effort  whilst 
learning and taking i t  in  wil l  s lowly start  to  seal  you more 
f ish .  The more you do something,  the better  you understand 
i t  and the more you wil l  get  out  of  i t  in  the long run!  The 
ef fort ’s  real ly  been paying off !  I  have caught  f ive  30s just  this 
season alone,  having only  had four over  the last  ten years… I 
managed to  catch a  f ish this  year  that  a  month beforehand I 
had photographed spawning in  the shal lows.  In  a  r iver  as  vast 
as  the Thames,  that  real ly  was an epic  moment!  I  a lso managed 
to  recapture my f irst  ever  20lb-plus  f ish that  funnily  enough I 
f irst  caught  in  a  lake about  8-10 years  ago and which had been 
set  free in  one of  the recent  f loods,  miles  from where we f irst 
met  –  a  beauti ful ly  scaled l inear.  Absolutely  nuts!

Last  year  in  August ,  I  joined Nash Tackle  as  a  bait  tester, 
which has been great ,  and so far,  i t ’s  worked out  wel l  for  me. 
They are a  real ly  good bunch of  guys and i t ’s  great  tackle  and a 
modern brand –  honestly  good stuff  a l l  round!  I ’ve  been doing 
well  using 15mm Pink Citruz pop-ups and size  4  Chod Twisters 
Pin Point  hooks over big  beds of  heavi ly  glugged 20mm Scopex 
Squid.   Other than that  and al l  the usual  highs and lows I 
experience whilst  out  there doing i t ,  there was one real ly 
standout  moment this  year,  2018.  I  managed to  have my f irst 
brace of  30lb Thames carp and what  an awesome morning’s 
f ishing i t  was with 67lb 2oz of  old scaly  Thames mirror  in  the 
bag within an hour. 

I  had been struggl ing the previous few sessions and went  to 
s leep thinking i t  wasn’t  going to  happen.  The next  morning I 
woke up to  my left  rod peel ing off  and jumped up out  of  bed 
buzzing to  f inal ly  be into something!  After  a  couple  of  short 
runs and a  fair  scrap,  I  had the f irst  f ish in  the net  –  a  long, 
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heavi ly  scaled mirror  of  30lb 4oz.  I  decided to  retain the f ish , 
as  I  usual ly  do when I  catch,  to  al low the f ish to  recover and 
to  give the spot  chance to  rest  after  the commotion,  hopeful ly 
al lowing the other f ish to  move back in  and continue feeding. 
With the f ish secure,  I  recast  the ever-faithful  15mm washed-
out  Pink Citruz pop-up presented on a  mult i -r ig  back to  the 
spot .  After  half  an hour to  45 minutes ,  i t  was away again, 
but  this  f ish was a  whole di f ferent  beast ,  g iving a  good 10-
15 minutes  of  powerful  runs and holding her  own – a  real ly 
mean batt le!  But  after  a  proper going over,  f inal ly  the batt le 
was won,  and staring into my net ,  I  couldn’t  quite  bel ieve i t . 
I  expected to  see a  long,  powerful  mid 20 common,  but  no – 
i t  was another big  mirror,  but  di f ferent  in  appearance to  the 
last .  I t  was a  big ,  dark wide-bodied f ish with big ,  s loping head 
and droopy stomach and a  few scales  on either  s ide –  an utter 
dinosaur of  a  f ish!  I t  wasn’t  quite  a  new personal  best ,  but 
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another amazing r iver  specimen of  36lb 14oz. 
You can imagine the moment –  sat  a lone and f loating on the 

r iver  with 67lb 2oz of  r iver  carp sat  of f  the back of  the boat  – 
that ’s  what  i t ’s  a l l  about! !  I t ’s  a  memory I ’m sure I  wil l  never 
forget .  You just  can’t  beat  the feel ing of  catching these epic 
r iver  characters!  They come in al l  shapes and sizes ,  every one 
with i ts  own story and bit  of  history,  and there’s  a lways the 
chance of  catching something you never expect!  This  is  the 
reason I ’ l l  be  Thames carping for  many more years  to  come. 
Rol l  on 2019 and gett ing stuck into some new ground!

Fol low me on Instagram @rivercarpl i fe  for  regular  updates 
and content .

I f  you are out  today,  be lucky,  and i f  you’re  not ,  take i t  easy 
whatever you’re  doing! 
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THE NEVERTHE NEVER
ENDINGENDING

CAMPAIGNCAMPAIGN

MIKEY FROST

Thames carping is  a  campaign that  seems to  never end,  and 
i t  goes from one extreme to another.  The constant  movement 
of  f ish up and down the r iver  means that  you have to  make 
sure everything is  perfect  in  your behalf ,  and even then you 
might  not  see a  f ish for  weeks on end.  I t  feels  l ike  a  never 
ending rat  race sometimes,  but  i f  you keep your head on the 
f ish and go in  search,  watching dif ferent  parts  of  the water 
and seeing where they are and when they seem to feed,  you 
can start  to  get  the most  out  of  your f ishing.  I  f ish relat ively 
short  sessions but  wil l  f ind myself  on the bank at  least  four to 
s ix  t imes a  week at  the r ight  t imes.  I  bel ieve the key to  success 
on the Thames is  s imply being on the f ish i f  you can f ind them, 
then you have a  chance in  having them.
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