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Rain, rain and more rain. It seemed 

as though it would never stop. Then 

finally, about a week ago, it did 

and the temperatures shot up to 15 

degrees in places - IN FEBRUARY!!  

The season has definitely started and I 

know my syndicate has done more fish this 

February than any other - albeit to zigs. 

If you get the chance get out there 

because there are early bites to be had.     

What targets have you set yourself this 

year? Are you targeting a new water? 

Have you taken on a new challenge? If so, 

we have plenty of advice from some of the 

best anglers in the business. Maybe one of 

the stories will  f ire you up to get the rods 

out, brave a bit of early season unsettled 

weather and get your year’s tally under 

way. I know I’m itching to get out and 

once this mag is put to bed I’m heading 

straight to my syndicate lake.
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W
e’ve been  busy  beh ind 

the  scenes  aga in !

As  par t  o f  our  2026 

f i shery  p lans , we  net ted 

Midd le  Poo l  on  Monday  to  moni to r  the 

ca rp  s tock  and  th in  out  the  b ream and 

s i l ve rs .  Near ly  800 lb  was  moved  across 

BADEN
HALL 
UPDATE 
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SHOCKLEADER

to  Doughnut  Poo l  fo r  the 

match  lads .  The  good  news? 

The  carp  a re  look ing  spot 

on .  Some abso lu te  c rackers 

in  the  nets  be fo re  be ing 

re turned  sa fe ly.  Midd le  i s  se t 

to  be  a  p roper  runs  water  th i s 

season!  And  don’t  fo rget… 

catch  the  Ko i  and  you ’ l l 

bag  yourse l f  a  FREE 48-

hour  sess ion!  h t tps : / /www.

badenha l l f i shery.com/
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A friendly reminder for those 

fishing at Danson Park Lake. 

We’ve received a number of 

reports recently, so here’s a 

quick reminder of the fishing 

rules to help everyone enjoy the 

lake responsibly:

Fishing is only allowed in the 

designated area during daylight 

hours. Night fishing is not 

permitted at any time of year. 

Bait boats and sling shots are 

not allowed on or near the lake

Please take home all 

equipment — especially fishing 

lines, which can harm wildlife

Following these rules helps 

keep the lake enjoyable for 

everyone. Don’t forget, the 

closed season begins 16 March

DANSON PARK
NEWS UPDATE
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DAY TICKET 
STOCKING
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SHOCKLEADER

BLUEBELL’S 
NEW OPENING 
HOURS

 From Wednesday 1st of  Apri l 

our Summer Opening hours 

wil l  be back and have now 

changed:

• Day Tickets Available: 7am 

unti l  7pm

• Tackle Shop Open: 7am unti l 

7pm Seven days a week

Our current winter opening 

hours remain 8am unti l  6pm for 

t icket purchases and our tackle 

shop up unti l  and including 

31st March 2026

This is dif ferent from previous 

years so i f  you are planning 

on arriving in the evening, 

gates wil l  close at 7pm from 

Wednesday 1st Apri l . 
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LYMM ANGLING 
WAITING LISTS 

Invi tes  begin on 1st  February 
and here ’s  how i t  wi l l  work :

Inv i tes  wi l l  be  sent  in 
batches  o f  250 , s t r ict ly  in 
the  order  people  jo ined the 
wai t ing l i s t

Each batch wi l l  have 48 
hours  to  s ign up and complete 
payment  before  the  next  batch 
is  inv i ted

This  wi l l  cont inue unt i l  we 
reach our  season membership 
target , a t  which point 

membership  wi l l  c lose
Important  to  know:
I f  you don’t  manage to 

purchase with in  your  48-
hour  window, you haven’t 
lost  your  chance.  You can st i l l 
buy a  membership  for  as  long 
as  memberships  remain open 
— however, demand is  h igh, 
so  we st rongly  recommend 
s igning up as  soon as  your 
inv i te  ar r ives  to  avoid 
d isappointment .
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SHOCKLEADER

We are  now act ive ly  look ing 

to  expand  the  Octopus  Ba i t s 

Team.

I t  i s  about  ded icated 

ang le rs , cons is tent  resu l t s , 

and  represent ing  a  ba i t  b rand 

bu i l t  on  qua l i ty  ingred ients , 

p roven  per fo rmance, and 

a t tent ion  to  deta i l .

We’re  look ing  fo r  ang le rs 

who  take  p r ide  in  how they 

f i sh , what  they  use, and  how 

they  conduct  themse lves  on 

the  bank .

What  we’re  look ing  fo r :

 Carp  ang le rs  who  f i sh 

a l l  seasons .  A  genu ine 

be l ie f  in  h igh-qua l i ty  ba i t . 

P ro fess iona l  banks ide 

conduct .  C lean , cons idered 

catch  photography.  Honest 

feedback  and  long- te rm 

commitment .  Jus t  ang le rs 

who  va lue  qua l i ty  and  f i sh 

wi th  in tent .

What  we  o f fe r :

Team- leve l  ba i t  suppor t 

and  pre fe rent ia l  p r ic ing.

Ear ly  access  to  new 

deve lopments .

Input  in to  fu ture  ba i t  work .

Back ing  f rom a  g rowing, 

p remium UK ba i t  b rand .

A focused  team 

env i ronment .

Day  t icket  and  synd icate 

ang le rs  cons idered .

App l ica t ions  v ia  the 

webs i te.

OCTOPUS BAITS
TEAM PLACES
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RIP JAY 
MUNGO CATER

It’s with great sadness i 

write this devastating status , 

early this morning  the Fishing 

industry lost a very dear friend 

to ALL Jay Mungo Cater  ,  ,  i 

can’t express the sadness we 

all feel ,Jay is a true legend of 

a man an went above & Beyond 

in helping ACA  reach such 

amazing heights and helping 

so so many families& children 

along the way ,,  The big fella is 

now in the arms of his amazing 

father Roger & mother Christine 

, , , my heart really really  goes 

out to all his Family & Friends 

and team RidgeMonkey  .  You’ll 

be sorely missed my friend
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CDAA are del ighted to 

announce a 24-hour pairs match 

at  one of  our  standout venues 

Semtex Lake, Brynmawr.

This match is  open to a l l 

members, and is  especial ly 

aimed at  those who may not 

yet  have had the opportunity to 

f ish Semtex.  You do not  require 

a night syndicate membership 

to enter  this  competit ion. 

We’re excited to showcase the 

incredible transformation the 

lake has undergone, thanks to 

the monumental  ef forts  of  our 

c lub volunteers and members.

The match wi l l  take place 

over  Saturday 18th and Sunday 

19th of  Apri l .  Pr ime t ime with 

carp being at  their  top weights 

before spawning, this  isn’t  an 

opportunity to be missed.

Entr ies are l imited to a 

maximum of  9  pairs , with 

places al located str ict ly  on a 

f i rst  come, f i rst  served basis 

to keep things fair  for  a l l .

Booking wi l l  be  avai lab le 

v ia  Clubmate  f rom Fr iday 24th 

March.  Further  in format ion 

regarding ru les , requirements , 

pr izes , and other  usefu l 

deta i ls  p lease  message the 

c lub i f  you requi re  any fur ther 

deta i ls .

This  promises to be a 

fantast ic  weekend of  great 

f ishing, plenty of  banter, and 

social is ing in a truly stunning 

locat ion — def inite ly  one not 

to be missed!

SEMTEX LAKE
PAIRS MATCH
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PAVYOTTS MILLS 
GETS NEW STOCK

We’ve introduced a 

fresh batch of quality 

fish into the maze lake 

to keep sport high and 

rods bending. The new 

arrivals are settling 

in well and already 

showing across several 

areas of the water.

This stocking is 

part of our ongoing 

commitment to 

maintaining healthy 

fish stocks, great 

sport, and an enjoyable 

experience for all 

anglers visiting the 

lake.

The new fish range 

between 30lb to 40lb

Please ring the office 

for your 2026 bookings:

07913953844
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LINEAR GO BIG ON
THINKING ANGLERS

Big restock of Thinking 

Anglers just arrived in the 

shop. Plenty of Zig Kickers and 

Barrels, Mainline and Braid, 

Terminal Tackle and more.

Pop in and have a look and 

start getting stocked up for the 

Spring.

All shop inquiries call 01865  

548199.
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FREE Fishing Tui t ion Day  

We’re  de l ighted to  be  host ing 

a  f ree  f i sh ing tu i t ion  day in 

partnership  with  Sussex & 

Surrey  Angl ing Tui t ion at 

Summers  Ponds F ishery  & 

Campsi te.  Date : 6th  June 

2026 Who: Idea l  for  beginners 

and anyone looking to  bui ld 

conf idence Cost : Complete ly 

f ree  (advance booking 

requi red)  Al l  equipment  is 

provided, a long with  expert 

guidance, making th is  a 

per fect  opportuni ty  to  learn  to 

f i sh  in  a  re laxed and beaut i fu l 

set t ing.  Book your  p lace 

here : ht tps : / /swimbooker.

c o m / e v e n t / f 2 f a 7 6 5 9 - 1 7 5 4 -

4 1 9 8 - a 2 2 e - 8 b 4 f 2 9 b 6 9 1 b a 

Facebook l ink : ht tps : / /

fb.me/e/6YY8UjS6D Spaces 

are  l imited and booking is 

essent ia l .  See  you there

SUMMERS POND 
FREE FISHING 
TUITION DAY
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We’re  now looking to  expand 

the  JH Bai ts  Team for  the  2026 

season.

This  isn’t  about  fo l lower 

counts  or  forced posts  — 

i t ’s  about  rea l  anglers , rea l 

resu l ts , and represent ing a 

bai t  brand that ’s  bui l t  on 

qual i ty, consistency, and 

proven per formance.

What  we’re  looking for :

Pass ionate  carp  anglers  who 

f ish  regular ly.  Anglers  who 

genuine ly  be l ieve  in  us ing 

qual i ty  ba i t .  A pos i t ive 

at t i tude and good conduct 

on the  bank.  Wi l l ingness 

to  represent  JH Bai ts 

honest ly  and profess ional ly. 

Catch reports , photos , and 

occas ional  feedback on 

products

What  you’ l l  get :

 Team-only  bai t  support  & 

d iscounts .  Ear ly  access  to  new 

products .   Di rect  input  into 

bai t  deve lopment .   Backing 

f rom a  growing UK bai t  brand.  

A proper  team envi ronment 

— no ego, no  nonsense. 

Al l  s ty les  o f  angl ing 

considered:  Day t icket  or 

syndicate  anglers .

Send us :

 •  A short  int ro  about 

yourse l f

 •  Where  you f ish  & how 

of ten

 •  A few recent  catch photos

JOIN JH BAITS
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I  can’t  bel ieve I  am here, 

again.  Saying goodbye to 

another  of  my closest  f r iends, 

CP, a  t rue legend in every 

sense of  the word.

I  have del iberately picked 

this  o ld and battered picture 

as I  st i l l  remember the detai ls 

so wel l , CP had just  caught the 

Eye, the biggest  in the land at 

that  t ime but, short ly  before, 

he had been running across 

the out  of  bounds woods at 

Sonning, chasing Storm Dog 

with a big st ick for  straying 

up to my bivvy for  a  cuddle 

CHRIS 
PEARSON RIP 
BY DAVE LANE
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and a biscuit , again.

I  was rol l ing around laughing 

and Storm thought i t  was al l  a 

big game.

Every day with CP was an 

adventure, I  have a mi l l ion 

stor ies of  him, a character  so 

much larger  than l i fe  that  only 

those lucky enough to have 

known him could ever, even 

start  to understand.

CP, for  a l l  his  shenanigans 

and dodgy deal ings, had the 

most amazing moral  code. 

Family and close f r iends 

were his  l i fe  and he took no 

pr isoners outside this  circ le ; 

you were either  a  “Good old 

Boy” or  a  “Bad Bastard” there 

were no grey areas.

He had an entire language of 

his own, punctuated by words he 

had made up or mis-pronounced 

and the classic ‘Drismal’ has now 

become a standard description 

of a dull wet day for nearly 

everyone I know.

We f i rst  met in a grass car 

park next  to Horton about 

30 years ago, whi le  queuing 

for  the start  of  the season 

the fo l lowing morning, by 

midnight we were f i rm fr iends 

and thirty years later  we were 

l ike brothers.

He cal led me ‘Raver’  f rom 

day one, and I  wi l l  a lways hear 

that  voice in my head “kett le 

on Raver” or  “You know the 

f lavour Raver” i f  we were in 

agreement on one of  the many 

things we planned, plotted or 

schemed.

He was, quite l i teral ly, one 

of  a  kind and, a lso, one of  an 

ever-decreasing breed of  good 

men that  know r ight  f rom 

wrong and choose whichever 

one is  best  on the day.

We wil l  miss him dear ly.







Big Carp 4

TA
C-

TE
C ESP

QUICKDRAW
BROLLY



Big Carp 4

TA
C-

TE
C ESP

QUICKDRAW
BROLLY

TAC-TEC

Big Carp  41

ESP
QUICKDRAW
BROLLY

The ultra popular Quickdraw 

Brolly in warmer times.. Roll on 

spring! ESP Quickdraw Brolly — 

Key Specs & Info. If you’re after 

a proper mobile carp shelter, 

the ESP Quickdraw is designed 

for short sessions, stalking and 

overnighters where speed and low 

bulk matter.

Material & Build

• 210D dark olive fabric

• 5,000mm waterproof rating

• Light-proof inner laminate 

(cooler & less glare inside)

• 8.5mm fibreglass ribs with 

space-saving locking hub

What’s included

• Mozzy drape front (toggle fit – 

no zips to jam)

• Mini detachable groundsheet

• 4 storm poles (2 short, 2 long)

• Peg set & carry bag

Features anglers care about

• Quick setup & pack away — 

ideal for mobile fishing

• Fits most bedchairs and rod 

holdalls

• Adjustable storm sides (3 

pegging points) for weather or 

uneven banks

• Good visibility of the water while 

sat inside

• Mozzy mesh for summer nights 

without fully closing the shelter

A really practical “grab and go” 

brolly — quicker than a bivvy but 

still proper protection from rain, 

wind and insects.

Available Sizes

• 52” version

• 58” version (more headroom & 

bedchair space)

Dimensions

52” – 220cm (W) x 178cm (D) x 

100–120cm (H)

58” – 250cm (W) x 185cm (D) x 

110–130cm (H)

Pack-down length

• 52” – 132cm

• 58” – 147cm

Weight (full system inc Mozzy 

mesh, pegs, bag, 4 poles, etc)

• 52” – approx 5.7kg

• 58” – approx 6kg



Another new edition to our 

best-sel l ing MX10 Series has 

arrived. Stainless steel hour 

and minute hands catch a 

subtle sheen at the twist of 

your wrist, while clean l ight 

grey numerals and a sleek 

gloss white second hand keep 

the dial  crisp and effort lessly 

legible.  The unmistakable 

marks of a great f ield watch.

TAC-TEC

BigCarp 42

NITE
MX10 STORM
WATCH

But look closer.  The MX10 

Storm features green and 

orange trit ium i l lumination, 

with a striking orange trit ium 

second hand that adds just 

the right point of  functional 

dif ference.

Choose your setup: rugged 

rubber, classic webbing, or a 

matching brushed stainless 

steel bracelet. 
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I f  you’ve not seen the Advanced 

Boi l ie  Crusher, where have 

you been? 

When i t  comes to carp angl ing, 

bait  prep is  everything -  and 

the Advanced Boi l ie  Crusher 

RIDGEMONKEY
BOILIE 
CRUSHER

is  a  ser ious edge.  Whether 

you’re crushing boi l ies to bulk 

out  a  spod mix or  loading sol id 

PVA bags, this  tool  gives you 

complete control  over  your 

mixes 
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Big Carp  45

Perfect  for  creat ing a 

consistent  crumb, i t  helps 

re lease attract ion fast  and 

keeps carp feeding longer 

over  your spot .  No more 

smashing bait  by hand -  just 

c lean, ef f ic ient  and repeatable 

results  every t ime you prep 

Bui l t  tough for  l i fe  on the bank, 

the Advanced Boi l ie  Crusher 

is  easy to use, easy to c lean, 

and packs away neat ly  inside 

i ts  own bag.  I t ’s  ideal  for 

long sessions, overnighters, 

or  quick tr ips when you want 

consistency in your bait 

appl icat ion 

I f  you’re ser ious about carp 

f ishing and want to sharpen 

your approach, this  is  one bit 

of  k i t  you’ l l  use session after 

session.  Once i t ’s  in your 

armoury, you’ l l  never  leave 

home without i t 

TAC-TEC



CATCH REPORTS

I  wanted to start  this  years f ishing somewhere new, 
so around Christmas t ime me & Jordan booked The 
Res @ Berners Hal l .

This  t r ip didn’t  disappoint , we see one show on the 
walk round, I  didn’t  actual ly  get  a  rod out  unti l  around 
3 on the f i rst  day after  f inding a spot  against  the weed.

I  had a bite on my only rod out  pretty much straight 
away.  The day l ight  hours kept me busy pretty much 
al l  the way through, gett ing through l i t t le  over  8  ki lo 
of  Key Bait  Solut ions The spice boi l ie  crumb & a gal lon 
of  red maggots.

I  managed 5 doubles with 3 di f ferent  19lb 12’s , 6  x 
20’s  to 29lb, 4  x 30’s  to 35.10 capped of f  by a f ish of 
40.04 which kicked of f  the 2nd day nicely. .  I t  was a 
great  t r ip with my son managing a couple of  20’s  as 
wel l . 

BERNERSBERNERS
BONANZABONANZA
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LIN GOES LIN GOES 
5151

CATCH REPORTS

Danno Moors 
f ished Coking 
Farm and banked 
the big l in at  51lb 
4oz

Jack St ickley with 
Alpha at  44lb 10oz 

COKINGCOKING
CLONKERCLONKER



CATCH REPORTS

OVER THE OVER THE 
MOON MOON 

Jordan, Jonny 
Wynne with 
Moonscale at 
a  massive 46lb 
5oz!! 

Dean Cuss with 
Bert  at  45lb 9oz, plus 
a 33lb 7oz ful ly  and  
a  32lb 8oz common.. .

GEE HI BERTGEE HI BERT
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CATCH REPORTS

SERIOUS SERIOUS 
HAULINGHAULING

BigCarp 50

Serious Exclusive Action on The Res!  Lewis Bunting and the lads 
had the lake to themselves at  the start  of  February and made ful l 
use of  the opportunity, putt ing together  a  proper session with 
mult iple f ish on the bank, topped by one at  46lb 8oz!
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PAUL’S PAUL’S 
PBPB

Pau l  Mer r in 
wi th  h is  new PB 
o f  44 lb

Dan  Foakes  wi th  a  superb  40 lb  6oz  mi r ro r  he  l anded 
dur ing  a  36  hour  t r ip  to  a  loca l  day  t icket  venue.

JUST THEJUST THE
TICKETTICKET
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SPICEYSPICEY
TREATTREAT

Jay Curry with 
a superb 44lb 2oz 
common known as 
Crinkle Tai l .

OFF THE OFF THE 
MARKMARK

Sy Turner  got 
his  year  of f  to 
a  geat  start 
banking The 
Lemon at  39lb 
4oz 
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CATCH REPORTS

MANOR MAGICMANOR MAGIC
FOR MURRELLFOR MURRELL

BigCarp 55

Dan Murrel l  f ished a quick session on 
Manor Farm landing this  awesome 45lb 
mirror.



CATCH REPORTS

I an  D idcote  wi th  a  48 lb  mi r ro r ! 

DIDCOTEDIDCOTE
DYNAMITEDYNAMITE
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THETHE
FINALFINAL

CHAPTERCHAPTER
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EXCLUSIVE

A
fter another 

good h i t  o f  ba i t 

on  the  Sunday 

a f ternoon I 

couldn’t  wai t  to  get  back 

on Thursday a f ter  work . 

Unfor tunate ly, the  fo l lowing 

t r ip  resul ted in  a  b lank but 

hear ing an absolute  uni t 

show on the  Saturday n ight 

around 1 :00am the buzz  to 

get  back was rea l , I  haven’t 

heard  a  carp  show l ike  that 

for  a  whi le.  I t  couldn’t  have 

been far  away f rom the spot  as 

i t  sounded so  c lose.  Another 

good h i t  o f  ba i t  consist ing 

o f  home prepared chopped 

t igers  and Cel l  c rumb on the 

Sunday, we were  ready to  go 

again  the  fo l lowing Thursday.

I  managed to  get  everything 

sor ted, both  rods  per fect  on 

the  spot  just  before  dark .  I 

s tayed up t i l l  1am and a f ter 

hear ing one show, I  went  to 

s leep conf ident .

In  the  ear ly  hours  o f  the 

morning, the  r ight-hand rod 

was away.  Af ter  a  very  short 
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batt le  f rom the bank I  managed 

to  s l ip  the  f i sh  over  the  net 

cord  and in  o  the  Spr ingbow. 

I t  looked a  decent  mir ror  - 

What  I  wasn’t  aware  o f  was 

what  was sat  in  my landing 

net .  I t  was  Kev’s .  I  couldn’t 

be l ieve  i t .  I t  looked mass ive.

Al l  the  lads  came round and 

we weighed her  in  at  53 .14 , a 

g iant  o f  a  mir ror.  A very  specia l 

morning with  great  company. 

In  proper  Stoneacres  fashion, 

we headed to  the  pub to 

ce lebrate  in  s ty le  –  Thanks 

for  a l l  the  lads  that  he lped, 

you know who you are  -Long 

l ive  the  b ig  carp  buzz’ .

Char l ie  went  in  with  h is 

t rusted mult i -combi  r igs , 

formed with  s ize  6  Wide Gape 

X’s  on 25 lb  S l ip  D Bra ided 

mult i  sect ions , a lbre ighted to 

25 lb  Boom on QC Lead Cl ips . 

20 lb  IQ2 leaders  p inned the 

last  few feet , keeping th ings 

v i r tua l ly  inv is ib le  to  a  Sub 

Bra id  main l ine  for  u l t imate 

accuracy and d i rect  contact 

in  the  weedy condi t ions .



EXCLUSIVE

BigCarp 62

batt le  f rom the bank I  managed 

to  s l ip  the  f ish  over  the  net 

cord  and in  o  the  Spr ingbow. 

I t  looked a  decent  mir ror  - 

What  I  wasn’t  aware  o f  was 

what  was sat  in  my landing 

net .  I t  was  Kev’s .  I  couldn’t 

be l ieve  i t .  I t  looked mass ive.

Al l  the  lads  came round and 

we weighed her  in  at  53 .14 , a 

g iant  o f  a  mir ror.  A very  specia l 

morning with  great  company. 

In  proper  Stoneacres  fashion, 

we headed to  the  pub to 

ce lebrate  in  s ty le  –  Thanks 

for  a l l  the  lads  that  he lped, 

you know who you are  -Long 

l ive  the  b ig  carp  buzz’ .

Char l ie  went  in  with  h is 

t rusted mult i -combi  r igs , 

formed with  s ize  6  Wide Gape 

X’s  on 25 lb  S l ip  D Bra ided 

mult i  sect ions , a lbre ighted to 

25 lb  Boom on QC Lead Cl ips . 

20 lb  IQ2 leaders  p inned the 

last  few feet , keeping th ings 

v i r tua l ly  inv is ib le  to  a  Sub 

Bra id  main l ine  for  u l t imate 

accuracy and d i rect  contact 

in  the  weedy condi t ions .

EXCLUSIVE

BigCarp 63



EXCLUSIVE

BigCarp 64



EXCLUSIVE

BigCarp 64

EXCLUSIVE

BigCarp 65



EXCLUSIVE

BigCarp 66

CATCH REPORTS



EXCLUSIVE

BigCarp 66

CATCH REPORTS EXCLUSIVE

BigCarp 67



JAKE PARDOE



JAKE PARDOE

JANUARYJANUARY
SESSIONSSESSIONS
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EXCLUSIVE

T
he first fish was 

called Muntjac, at 

her biggest weight 

of 39lb 8oz a new 

personal best for myself … 2 

personal bests from the same 

fish in just over 6 months, 

caught in the summer at 37, 

Betalin & Plum Wafters having 

been catching me loads!

That winning hookbait fished 

over some Blitz Multi-Mix & 

Mini Combo did the trick! At 

Whelford Pools Fishery.

I then went to Andy’s lakes 

in Herefordshire on Thursday 

for the day where I landed 

another personal best and the 

only grass carp in the lake.

First visit to Andy’s Lake in 

around 15 years and it couldn’t 

have gone better.

Landed another personal 

best – the only grass carp in 

the lake, weighing 12lb 6oz.

Caught on my go-to PVA 

bag, packed with hinders Mini 

Combo Pellets and Hinders 
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Blitz Range Bag Mix, paired 

with a Hinders Betalin & Plum 

wafter. Finished off with a 3oz 

inline pear from Trident Leads.

First time fishing Barley Pool 

and I’ve landed a proper one – 

30lb 2oz. Fell to a solid PVA bag 

with Hinders Multi Mix & Mini 

Combo pellet, finished with a 

Betalin and Almond wafter.

Rig was a 4-inch hooklength 

with a size 6 short-shank hook, 

fished on a 3oz Trident Leads 

inline pear

First time fishing Barley Pool, 

and what a way to open the 

account. I managed to land a 

proper one weighing 30lb 2oz, 

which I’m told is one of only 

a handful of 30s in the lake, 
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making it even more special.

I spent time finding a clean 

area and opted for a solid 

PVA bag approach, keeping 

everything tight and tidy to 

maximise confidence on a 

water I was stil l  learning. The 

bag was packed with Hinders 

Multi Mix, combined with 

Hinders Mini Combo pellets, 

giving off plenty of attraction 

without overfeeding. To finish 

it off, I  added a Betalin & 

Almond wafter, which balanced 

perfectly and sat just right over 

the mix.

The rig was kept simple but 

effective: a 4-inch hooklength 

paired with a size 6 short-shank 

hook, ideal for fishing solid bags 

and ensuring quick, aggressive 

hookholds. This was fished on 

a 3oz Trident Leads inline pear, 

pinned down nicely and helped 

everything reset cleanly on the 

drop.

The take was positive, and 

from the moment 
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JONNY OLD

MILTONMILTON
MAGICMAGIC
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EXCLUSIVE

I
t’s been a hectic t ime 

recent ly, moving house 

and start ing a new job 

meant I  hadn’t  had the 

rods out  in a whi le.  But with 

a smal l  window opening up, I 

squeezed in a 24-hour session 

down at  Milton, hoping to just 

get  a  bend in the rods.  What 

fo l lowed turned into one of 

those unforgettable red letter 

sessions.

I  arr ived at  the lake in 

dr iving rain and blustery wind. 

Straight away, I  not iced a 

number of  f ish showing in one 

part icular  area.  Not wanting 

to spook them, I  kept things 
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quiet  and simply f l icked a few 

spinner r igs t ipped with Cel l 

pop-ups into the zone.  Over 

each rod, I  baited with around 

a ki lo  of  Cel l  boi l ies.  I  had 

soaked the boi l l ies  the night 

before with cel l  smart  l iquid 

for  extra attract ion.

I t  didn’t  take long as one of 

the rods r ipped of f  and I  was 

into a lovely mid-20s mirror. 

From that  point  on, the act ion 

kept coming.  As evening set 

in, I  landed a brace of  mirrors 

going 31lb and 35lb.  During 

the night, I  unfortunately 

lost  one, but  managed a mid-

double stocky to keep the 

spir i ts  up.

At f i rst  l ight , I  was greeted by 

f izzing spots and f ish topping 

direct ly  over  my baited areas. 

After  the f i rst  cup of  tea, 

the act ion resumed with a 

stunning low-20 mirror.  The 

bites kept coming, though I 

suf fered two savage losses in 

the pads.

As I  was packing up mid-

morning, one of  the rods 
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tore of f  again, this  take was 

di f ferent .  The f ish str ipped 

l ine deep into the pads and 

I  knew I  had to play i t  soft ly 

to avoid another  hook pul l .  I 

managed to ease i t  through a 

big set  of  pads, only for  i t  to 

get  wedged in a smal l  c lump 

20 yards out .  That’s  when I 

saw it .

I t  was The Widow and one of 

the lake’s  biggest  commons 

and a carp I ’ve wanted to 

catch for  years.  With steady 

pressure, the 18lb Kontour 

mainl ine did i ts  job and cut 

through the pads.  Final ly, she 

s l ipped into the net .  She went 

38lb 8oz, a  new PB common 

and the highl ight  of  a  t ruly 

memorable session.

In total , I  had 11 bites and 

landed 8 f ish, going through 

10kg of  boi l ies in just  21 hours 

of  f ishing.  Steady bait ing and 

quiet  angl ing with minimal 

disturbance were key to 

keeping the bites coming.
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YOURSELFYOURSELF

BigCarp 87

EXCLUSIVE

I 
arrived at Llyn Ca-Ty-

Nant fishery in Wales 

with 3 nights at my 

disposal. I was buzzing 

for this trip, it was my first 

time back since early May. The 

first 2 nights passed without so 

much as a liner, on the second 

morning I finally had a take 

from one of the smallest fish in 

the lake, a mid 20 scaley mirror.

Through the night I had been 

hearing fish at the other end 

of the lake, so I packed up first 

thing in the morning and moved 

swims. I had seen one show the 

previous day in the margins 

so that’s where I placed my 

first rig. The area was weedy 

so I attached a Gardner weed 

rake to the end of my Twistlock 

landing net handle and raked 

a clear spot before lowering a 

12mm Yellow Northern special 

pop up and a small scattering 

of boilies and pellet over the 

top.

There was an area of open 

water where I had seen a 

number of shows at first l ight, 

so I managed to find a small 

clear spot on top of a shallow 

hump right where they had 

been showing. I put a couple of 

kilos of bait on this spot.

The day and night passed 

uneventfully but at first l ight on 

the final morning of my trip, the 
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margin rod ripped off and I was 

into what felt l ike a good fish. I 

was soon looking at a monster 

common carp in the bottom 

of my net. Steve the owner 

came round straight away and 

identified it as the biggest 

common in the lake, one called 

‘The Christmas common’ and 

she pulled the scales round to 

46Lb on the nose.

A few hours later I saw one 

show over the open water spot 

and less than five minutes later 

I received a steady take. Again, 

it felt l ike a very good fish. This 

was confirmed as it rolled over 

the cord and my most wanted 

carp was led in the bottom of 

my net. It was one called ‘The 

Carving’ and it pulled the scales 

round to 48Lb 1oz. I was at total 

disbelief! I had really felt l ike I 

was struggling this trip but one 

thing that I always tell myself 

is that you’re only a bite or two 

away from having the session 

of a lifetime. There is such a 

fine line between blanking or 

having a very special fish on 

this venue which contains 35 

fish total.
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T
here are  ce r ta in 

morn ings  that 

s tay  wi th  you 

fo rever.  The  k ind 

where  someth ing  jus t  f ee l s 

r ight  be fo re  a  rod  i s  even  cas t . 

Pu l l ing  in to  the  RH F isher ies 

Monument  Complex  jus t 

be fo re  the  7am gate  open ing 

was  one  o f  those  morn ings .

I  hadn’t  booked on — a 

bit  of  a  gamble — but after 

a  lot  of  previous success on 

Monument 2 ear l ier  in the 

year, I ’d made my mind up 

that  i t  was t ime to step onto 

Monument 1.  I  wanted to test 

mysel f  against  the lake’s  big 
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residents.  The f ish everyone 

talks about.  The ones that  l ive 

in your head long before you 

ever  see them.

After  a  chat  with Harry in the 

bait  shop about what swims 

were avai lable and what had 

been happening on the lake, 

I  decided on Swim 4.  The 

weather  was gr im — cold, wet 

and typical ly  February — but 

I  a l ready knew how I  wanted 

to approach i t .

My tactics were simple 

and built  around confidence. 

A lead cl ip arrangement, 

Ridgemonkey hooklink, and a 

size 6 Ridgemonkey Medium 

Curve hook. Hookbait was my 

trusted RHBaits Tutti-Frutti 

wafter, t ipped with six red 

maggots and f ished alongside 

a small  PVA mesh bag of 

maggots.  Nothing complicated 

— just a rel iable winter 

approach presented well .

Wi th  the  rods  c l ipped  up 

and  on  the  money, I  se t t l ed 

in to  the  sess ion .  A f te r  a  few 

qu ie t  hours , the  f i r s t  b i te 

came.  A  s teady  take  that 

resu l ted  in  a  beaut i fu l  28 lb 



EXCLUSIVE

BigCarp 94

residents.  The f ish everyone 

talks about.  The ones that  l ive 

in your head long before you 

ever  see them.

After  a  chat  with Harry in the 

bait  shop about what swims 

were avai lable and what had 

been happening on the lake, 

I  decided on Swim 4.  The 

weather  was gr im — cold, wet 

and typical ly  February — but 

I  a l ready knew how I  wanted 

to approach i t .

My tactics were simple 

and built  around confidence. 

A lead cl ip arrangement, 

Ridgemonkey hooklink, and a 

size 6 Ridgemonkey Medium 

Curve hook. Hookbait was my 

trusted RHBaits Tutti-Frutti 

wafter, t ipped with six red 

maggots and f ished alongside 

a small  PVA mesh bag of 

maggots.  Nothing complicated 

— just a rel iable winter 

approach presented well .

Wi th  the  rods  c l ipped  up 

and  on  the  money, I  se t t l ed 

in to  the  sess ion .  A f te r  a  few 

qu ie t  hours , the  f i r s t  b i te 

came.  A  s teady  take  that 

resu l ted  in  a  beaut i fu l  28 lb 

EXCLUSIVE

BigCarp 95

mir ro r  s l ipp ing  over  the  net 

co rd .  In  the  ra in  she  was 

unhooked  sa fe ly  in  the  net , 

the  rod  qu ick ly  repos i t ioned 

on  the  spot  be fo re  get t ing 

some photos  done.  Get t ing 

o f f  the  mark  ea r ly  se t t led  the 

nerves  and  con f i rmed  the 

approach  was  r ight .

A few hours later  the r ight-

hand rod was away again.  This 

one fe l t  heavier, p lodding deep 

before eventual ly  reveal ing 

i tsel f  as a stunning 33lb mirror. 

Two bites.  Two qual i ty  f ish. 

On Monument 1.  In February.  I 

was already more than happy.

But as anglers , we’re never 

quite sat is f ied.

T h e  r a i n  c o n t i n u e d  a n d 

I  r e t r e a t e d  t o  t h e  b i v v y  t o 

c o o k  s o m e  f o o d  a n d  w a r m 

u p .  B i t e  t i m e  f e l t  l i k e  i t  h a d 

p a s s e d .  I  s t a r t e d  t y i n g  u p 

f r e s h  r i g s , t h i n k i n g  a h e a d 

t o  t h e  n i g h t  a n d  p o s s i b l y  a 

m o r n i n g  o p p o r t u n i t y.

Then the r ight-hand rod 

pul led up t ight .  There was no 

screaming run — just  sol id, 

immovable weight.  From the 

f i rst  few seconds I  knew this 

f ish was di f ferent .  I t  didn’t 

take l ine.  I t  s imply held i ts 

ground, deep and heavy in 

f ront  of  me.  Every movement 

fe l t  s low and powerful .

Gradual ly  she began to 

come my way.  Under the rod 

t ip quicker  than I  expected, 

I  init ia l ly  assumed it  was 

another  good 30.  But when I 

t r ied to l i f t  her  in the water, 

she wouldn’t  r ise.  She just 

circ led in f ront  of  me, heavy 

and del iberate.  That’s  when 

the thought crept  in.  Could 

this  be one of  the 40s?

My knees were shaking. 

Time fe l t  l ike i t  had s lowed 

down. The f ight  seemed to go 

on forever, the f ish kit ing and 

holding deep before eventual ly 

r is ing s l ight ly.  Then she rol led. 

In that  spl i t  second, I  real ised 

exact ly  what I  was attached 

to.  I t  was the biggest  f ish in 

the lake.

The rest  of  the f ight  fe l t  l ike 

a blur.  Somehow, after  what 
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seemed l ike an eternity, she 

f inal ly  s l id over  the net  cord. 

I  stood there star ing into the 

mesh, barely able to process 

what was ly ing there.

I  rang Harry straight away. 

Within minutes, Rob and Harry 

Hales were bankside with the 

mat and s l ing.  Everything was 

soaked down proper ly, the 

scales zeroed.  The moment 

came.  The needle spun around 

and sett led at  63lb 8oz.  I 

genuinely didn’t  know what to 

say.  I  was in complete shock. 

Standing in the water  holding 

her  for  the photos fe l t  surreal . 

She was immaculate — not 

a mark on her.  An incredible 

carp in perfect  condit ion.

After  a  f inal  look, a  quiet 

thank you, and a kiss on her 

f lank, I  watched her  gl ide back 

into the cold blue water.

For  a  long t ime afterwards, I 

just  stood there trying to make 

sense of  i t  a l l .  Once everyone 

had left , I  found mysel f 

pacing the bank on the phone 

to my dad, probably ta lking 

nonsense and not  making 

much sense at  a l l .  Back in 

the bivvy, I  sat  star ing at  the 

photos and videos, lett ing i t 

s lowly s ink in.

Eventual ly  inst inct  took 

over  and, of  course, the rods 

went back out before dark.  I 

didn’t  expect much after  a l l 

the commotion.

Sleep was almost  impossible. 

I  was st i l l  replaying the capture 

in my head when, sometime 

in the night, a  screaming take 

jo l ted me awake.  I  f lew out 

of  the bivvy, hal f  as leep, and 

managed to guide another 

heavy mirror  into the net  — 

38lb to f inish the session.

Four carp. 28lb. 33lb. 38lb. And 

the lake’s biggest at 63lb 8oz. A 

session I will never forget.

Massive thanks to Rob and 

Harry Hales for  a l lowing me to 

f ish such a special  venue and 

for  providing the conf idence 

in the bait  that  made i t  a l l 

possible.  Some days change 

everything.  This  was one of 

them.
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A 
house move at the 

end of 2024 meant 

I was no longer a 

sensible distance 

from my syndicate and with 

a baby on the way it wasn’t 

practical being so far away. 

Luckily for me I happened to 

move 5 minutes away from Oak 

Lake fisheries who happened 

to have a small members club 

lake on with a few 40s to go at. 

Running Atomic Tackle has 

meant my t ime for  personal 

f ishing has been very l imited. 

You wouldn’t  think running 

a tackle company meant less 

f ishing but to be brutal ly 

honest .  Most  of  the t ime you 

are on shoot with jobs todo. 

Every spare hour of  the day 

is  pumped into work, and 

your own f ishing does suf fer. 

However, being so close I 

do manage the odd weekday 

overnighter  between work. 

I  started late August  with 

the odd Tuesday night sett ing 

up around 6pm and leaving by 

7am. A few sessions passed 

with no joy but low and behold, 

the moment the cameras came 
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down for  a  product re lease i t 

a l l  came good.  I t  was my f i rst 

two-night session, and I  opted 

for  the opposite end id been 

concentrat ing on in a swim 

cal led ‘house of  commons’ . 

The name rung true with me 

landing two commons, a  mid-

double and low 20 on shoot 

the f i rst  morning of  the 48 

hour st int . 

Pre Tiedz shoot in the bag 

I  only managed a further  2 

over  nighters before winter 

proper ly  set  in, show prep 

began and work took back over. 

Fest ive brake out  the way i t 

was straight into i t  come the 

1st  of  Jan with a new product 

set  for  launch at  the end of 

January.  The Bait  Spikez have 

been a winter  edge we have 

been working on since late 

2023.  An amalgamation of  the 

maggot r ing & old match hook 

into corn method. 

This  t ime tai lored for  carp 

f ishing encompassing speed, 

ease and compatibi l i ty  for  use 

on mult iple r ig presentat ions. 
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Making the spikez ultra safe 

was also forefront  of  the 

development and after  a  long 

test  per iod we have nai led i t . 

Shoot t ime come round and 

I  needed a venue for a day 

session to get the media shot for 

release. Having been let down 

on a venue id earmarked due 

to low water levels I  decided 

id settle for the convenience 

of the club lake. 

I  got  down ear ly  doors 

around 6.30am and at  the end 

of  January i t  was dark and 

st i l l  very cold.  I  set  about 

walking round and noticed a 

few anglers  up one end near 

the house of  commons so 

wanted to get  as far  away as 

I  could given the fact  id have 

a camera man with me and 

didn’t  want to disturb them.  

I  sett led for  the is land swim 

just  as the rain was beginning 

to ease. 
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Loaded the barrow and got 

the kit  into the swim. Bivvy 

up and kett le  on i t  took me a 

couple of  minutes to prepare 3 

rods as the Bait  Spikez real ly 

are a thing of  beauty.

With a quick slide I’m hooking 

10 maggots on each spike, twist 

and pulling the corn up and we 

are ready to go. 

I  had 3 rods out  by the t ime 

the camera man arr ived.  Within 
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an hour the f i rst  rod was away. 

Only a smal l  common to which 

there are quite a few of  in the 

lake but on a cold wet January 

day session i t  made for  good 

content.  After  a  quick snap 

of  the hookhold the f ish was 

re leased and before I  could 

even get  a  lead cl ipped on the 

left  hander was away. 

This  t ime i t  was  d i f fe rent , 

the  10  foot  Excal ibur  Xt 

bent  double, the  f i sh  he ld 

deep coming o f f  the  is land 

margina l  she l f  and i  couldn’t 

seem to  br ing her  up through 

the  10  foot  o f  water  I  had in 

the  gul ly.  She hugged the  le f t 

margin  as  I  coaxed her  in  f ront 

o f  the  swim.  Again , not  be ing 

able  to  get  her  o f f  the  bottom 

I  s t i l l  d idn’t  know what  I  was 

at tached to .  Af ter  she h i t  the 

s i l t  and the  bottom erupted 

in  f ront  o f  me, I  caught  a 

g l impse o f  what  looked l ike  a 

n ice  common. 

A couple moments later she 

took that gulp and was being 

sl id over the net.  Holding up 

the spreader block it  was clear 

to see she was one of the larger 

f ish and later confirmed to be 

the long common by one of the 

on site bail i f fs.  On the scales 

she tipped the needle round to 

35.4lb but that didn’t matter. 

For  a  f reezing winters day 

session on a content shoot 

she was very much welcome. 

Massive pecks and a huge tai l . 

I t  made the ear ly  start  a l l  the 

more worth i t .  Putt ing even 

more evidence on the table 

too of  just  how good these 

Bait  Spikez where. 

I  f i n i s h e d  u p  t h e  d a y  w i t h 

a  f u r t h e r  6  b i t e s  f r o m  2 

d i f f e r e n t  s p o t s  p u t t i n g  t h e 

t a l l y  t o  8  f i s h  i n  a  7  h o u r 

d a y  s e s s i o n  a n d  w a s  h o m e 

f o r  d i n n e r. 

W h a t  a  r e s u l t .  T h e  B a i t 

S p i k e z  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  n o w  f r o m 

a l l  A t o m i c  Ta c k l e  r e t a i l e r s 

&  d i r e c t  o n  t h e  w e b s i t e.  I f 

y o u ’r e  f i s h i n g  w i t h  n a t u r a l s 

e i t h e r  m a g g o t s  o r  w o r m s  I 

h i g h l y  r e c o m m e n d  g e t t i n g 

y o u r s e l f  a  p a c k .
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F
or the past  decade I 

have been targeting 

the elusive carp of 

the west  midland 

canal  system. Now for  the f i rst 

t ime my results , the highs, 

the lows and some incredible 

looking carp wi l l  be ser ia l ised 

monthly in Big Carp.  My 

story continues here f rom last 

month’s  Big Carp. . . . . .

7th May 2016

I t ’s  been a tr icky few weeks 

with f reezing nights and below 

average day t ime temps (unti l 

recent ly) .  I ’ve been targeting 

1 or  2  areas I ’ve never  f ished 

before but unfortunately 

without any success, places 

I  know nothing about and 
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for  a l l  I  know might not  even 

hold carp.  Time to move back 

onto famil iar  water  for  a  whi le 

now.. .

24th May 2016

Wow what a di f f icult  few 

weeks I ’ve made i t  for  mysel f ! 

Anyway, that’s  a l l  in  the past 

now thanks to this  l i t t le  chap 

showing up this  morning.  A 

quick couple of  hours back on 

the Staf fs  Worcs, start ing to 

think i  should have put in a 

few more sessions here before 

now! A few handfuls  of  ‘Big 

Red’  monster  crab and black 

current  around a snowman 

hookbait  doing the biz .  No 

monster  that’s  for  sure but 

after  a  s low patch I ’d say i t ’s 

one of  the best  smal l  f ish I ’ve 

caught.

16th June 2016

Wishing everyone a great 

start  to the r iver  season!!!  Me 

-  I ’ l l  be somewhere along the 

tow path for  the t ime being, 

putt ing more t ime and ef fort 

into wading through the bream 

in search of  canal  carp and 

hoping my luck changes soon. 

Pic is  of  my short  morning 
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Wow what a di f f icult  few 

weeks I ’ve made i t  for  mysel f ! 

Anyway, that’s  a l l  in  the past 

now thanks to this  l i t t le  chap 

showing up this  morning.  A 

quick couple of  hours back on 

the Staf fs  Worcs, start ing to 

think i  should have put in a 

few more sessions here before 

now! A few handfuls  of  ‘Big 

Red’  monster  crab and black 

current  around a snowman 

hookbait  doing the biz .  No 

monster  that’s  for  sure but 

after  a  s low patch I ’d say i t ’s 

one of  the best  smal l  f ish I ’ve 

caught.

16th June 2016

Wishing everyone a great 

start  to the r iver  season!!!  Me 

-  I ’ l l  be somewhere along the 

tow path for  the t ime being, 

putt ing more t ime and ef fort 

into wading through the bream 

in search of  canal  carp and 

hoping my luck changes soon. 

Pic is  of  my short  morning 
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27th June 2016

Maaaaan does i t  feel  good 

to have a bend in the rod 

again!  I ’ve def inite ly  had my 

fair  share of  bad luck over  the 

last  month, bouncing out of 

f ish and a couple of  hook pul ls 

a long the way too, but  after 

a  swift  change in r ig ( thanks 

to advice f rom another  fe l low 

canal  carper)  I ’m back into 

this  l i t t le  stunner, tempted 

out f rom between the boats 

on the far  bank by pineapple 

nutz.  Annoys me a bit  to  think 

about what I  may have missed 

out on but oh wel l  that’s  a l l 

part  of  i t  and what keeps us 

going back!  Can’t  wait  to get 

back on them!!! 

29th June 2016

Chuffed to s l ip the net  un-

der  this  mint  l i t t le  common 

this  morning on a short  pre-

work session, such a healthy 

plump f ish and f in perfect! 

real ly  doesn’t  matter  how big 

they are sometimes!!! 

2nd July 2016

What a di f ference a week 
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BIG CARP
WATERCOLOUR  CARP  PA INT INGS

The Legendary Big Carp Series

presents

‘Heather The Leather’ – The jewel of the Blackwater Valley. She is THE Yateley Car Park Lake legend; a
fish that shaped and changed the lives of some of the greatest carp anglers this country has ever known.
Pete Springate, Robin Dix, Ritchie MacDonald, Jock White, Terry Pethybridge, Nigel Sharpe, Terry Hearn…
the list goes on of anglers who devoted weeks, months and years of their lives in pursuit of the queen of

the lake. She has gone now; gone to that great carp lake in the sky, but here, thanks to one of the county’s
most talented young artists, she has been brought back to life for all to wonder at her beauty… I am

proud to bring you No. 2 in the Big Carp Legendary Fish series – Heather – God save the Queen!

www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk

fine arts

Price £25.00 plus £8.00 Recorded Delivery and tube.
Call 01252 373658 for card payment or go to our website for secure Paypal payment.



can make! Absolute rocket  of 

a  canal  common taking of f  at 

100mph from under the rod 

t ip!  s ingle bottom bait  on the 

hair  with a couple of  pineapple 

nutz boi l ies c lose by!!!

4th July 2016

Litt le  warr ior  f rom this 

morning! I  was only out  for 

about 15 minutes before 

the left-hand rod broke the 

s i lence!  After  weeding me up 

for  what fe l t  l ike forever, she 

came in easy enough and did 

most  of  the f ighting on the 

bank. 

14th July 2016

Got the rods out  by around 

hal f  1  this  morning.  After 

wading through bream i 

managed to nick this  one just 

as i t  was gett ing l ight .  Another 

pr ist ine canal  common with a 

mouth l ike a hoover!!!

30th July 2016

As Friday night was coming 

to an end for  most  ‘normal’ 

people, mine was just  start ing 

and i  made my way to the 

canal  at  around midnight to 
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do a few hours behind the 

rods.  A couple of  hours in and 

3 ‘bream-l ike’  beeps later  and 

i  was into what turned out to 

be a r ight  scrapper!  Happy 

days!

16th August 2016

Biggest  of  2-character 

commons f rom this  morning, 

both savage takes f rom 

under the rod t ip smashing 

the s i lence to bits!  I  spotted 

the f ish the day before and 

dropped onto them on a quick 

morning sesh before work! 

Also grabbed a bonus tench 

so yeah def inite ly  the best 

way to start  the day!!!

17th August 2016

Check out the colour  of  this 

one!  The 2nd of  yesterday’s 

pair, and what a l i t t le  stunner! 

perfect ion!!!

29th August 2016

The best  of  a  t r ip le  take f rom 

this  morning! Wel l , as  c lose to 
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a tr iple take as I ’m ever  l ikely 

to have with a 2 rod set  up 

;- )  Nothing through the ear ly 

hours but at  f i rst  l ight , some1 

f l icked a switch and they came 

to l i fe  and I  banked 3 inside 15 

minutes!!!  Nothing to write 

home about but a great  bit  of 
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pre-work act ion.

30th August 2016

Sometimes your lucks just 

not  in and nothing goes your 

way. . .  and other  t imes there’s 

this . . .

30th August 2016

The other  2  l i t t le  buses that 

arr ived together  yesterday. . .

1st September 2016

A beauti ful  start  to the day 

and a lovely hard f ighting 

common from this  morning’s 

quick couple of  hours.  A 

handful  of  f reebies around the 
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BIG CARP
WATERCOLOUR  CARP  PA INT INGS

The Legendary Big Carp Series

presents

This is the first in a series of watercolour paintings capturing England’s fantastic carp history. 
‘The Legendary Big Carp series’ has been especially commissioned to celebrate a massive milestone in
Big Carp magazine’s history – the 200th issue! Bazil, that famous Yateley North Lake legend, seen

here in her natural habitat, is the first in a set of numbered and signed prints – absolutely
breathtaking and scale perfect. The A3 prints are very modestly priced at only £25 and are available
now on the Big Carp website www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk. Visit the site, go to the shop and select the
‘Fine Art’ section. There is also more information on the rest of the series, which will be available at

one to two-month intervals, but I can tell you that the Black Mirror, the Burghfield Common, Heather,
Jumbo, Jack, Mary, Clarissa, the Bishop, the Royal Forty, the Fat Lady, Mary’s Mate etc are already on

the list and we are up for any more favourites – just let us know – Rob Maylin

www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk

fine arts

Price £25.00 plus £8.00 Recorded Delivery and tube.
Call 01252 373658 for card payment or go to our website for secure Paypal payment.
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hookbait , t ight  to the boats on 

the far  bank always gets em.. . 

i f  they’re in the area!  Rod 

took of f  just  before the sun 

hit  the water  and ki l led any 

more chances but I ’m happy 

and we’re stepping into my 

favourite t ime of  year  now 

too!!!

3rd September 2016

Thank you staf fs  worcs for  a 

great  couple of  hours!  The 1st 

boats just  gone through so I ’m 

of f  home for  a  sausage bacon 

and egg sarny before the rain 

sets in, t ight  l ines i f  you’re 

out!  I  wi l l  continue my story 

in next  month’s  Big Carp, see 

you then
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A nother successful  Anglers  
Against  Litter  event  was carried 
out  on with the Trust  and River 
Lea Anglers  Club partnering up 

to  remove as  much l i t ter  as  possible  from 
one of  the stretches of  the Lea Navigation.  A 
great  turnout  from club members and other 
members from the local  community  who 
managed to  remove 25 sacks of  l i t ter  from 
between Chalk bridge & Ponders End Lock. 
99% of  the l i t ter  col lected was non-angl ing 
related.  A huge thank you to  everyone 
who turned up and to  Canal  & River  Trust 
Angl ing,  who removed the l i t ter  on the day. 
We also presented 2 young “ l i t ter  heroes” 
with a  l imited edit ion #Shimano cap which 
made their  day! 
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CARP CHAT

For the f irst  t ime ever,  we’re  running the Carp Batt le  Pairs 
Tournament -  an al l -out ,  two-angler  team competit ion where 
strategy,  ski l l  and stamina col l ide .

The prize?  A whopping £10,000 in  cash for  the champions, 
and a  total  prize  fund worth £20K up for  grabs!

DATES & FISHERIES -  QUALIFIERS:
Q1:  24-26 Apr 2026 -  Linear Fisheries  Brasenose 2 (16 pairs)
SOLD OUT
Q2:  2-4 Oct  2026 -  Linear Fisheries  Oxlease Lake (20 pairs)
2 SPOTS REMAINING
Q3:  13-15 Nov 2026 -  Berners  Hal l  Fishery The Res (16 pairs)
PLENTY OF AVAILABILITY
Q4:  23-25 Apr 2027 -  Linear  Fisheries  St  Johns Lake (18 

pairs)
PLENTY OF AVAILABILITY

CARP BATTLE 
DATES OUT NOW 
- £20K IN PRIZES 
TO WIN 
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CARP CHAT
GRAND FINAL :
 10-13 Sep 2027 -  Sandhurst  Lake (12 pairs)
CASH PRIZES:
1st  Place -  £10,000 CASH
2nd Place -  £2,000 CASH
3rd Place -  £1,000 CASH
Plus:
Free Entry to  Grand Finale .
Tournament Biggest  Fish Award worth £1,000 in  sponsor 

prizes .
Qual i f ier  Trophies:  At  each qual i f ier,  three pairs  who secure 

a  place in  the Grand Finale  wil l  receive exclusive trophies  as 
last ing keepsakes of  their  achievement .

Grand Finale  Trophies:  magnif ic ient  trophies  worth £2,000 
wil l  be awarded to  1st ,  2nd,  3rd place ,  and for  the Tournament’s 
Biggest  Fish.

TOURNAMENT STRUCTURE
A total  of  12 pairs  wil l  advance to  the Grand Finale  (GF) .
Q1 -  3  GF spots
Q2 -  3  GF spots
Q3 -  3  GF spots
Q4 -  3  GF spots
Each qual i f ier  wil l  be  divided into sect ions.
The best  ONE pair  per  sect ion wil l  advance to  the GF.
QUALIFIERS ENTRY FEE:  £550 per pair.
You can secure your spot  with a  £200 deposit  -  the balance 

is  due no later  than 3 weeks before your qual i f ier.
Spaces are l imited.
Ful l  rules  and t icket  detai ls  in  the comments .
Fish hard.  Win big .  The batt le  is  on
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Fans of Mortimer & Whitehouse: Gone Fishing were delighted as 
Bob Mortimer shared a touching update on Ted, the much-loved 
dog who has become a fan favourite. Now 15 years old, Ted is 
“knocking on a bit” but remains happy, healthy, and very much 
part of Bob’s life.

Ted continues to join Bob and Paul Whitehouse on their riverside 
adventures, sometimes strolling alongside them and, for longer 
walks, riding comfortably in a pram — ensuring he never misses 
the serene countryside moments that have charmed viewers over 
the years.

The update reassures fans that Ted remains one of the show’s 
most heartwarming highlights, bringing humour, companionship, 
and quiet joy to every episode. His enduring presence is a reminder 
of the simple pleasures and loyal friendships that make the series 
so beloved.

TED HAPPY 
AND HEALTHY  
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TA C K L I N G  M I N D S 
I S  E X PA N D I N G . 
C A N  Y O U  H E L P 
V O L U N T E E R ?
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TA C K L I N G  M I N D S 
I S  E X PA N D I N G . 
C A N  Y O U  H E L P 
V O L U N T E E R ?

We’re  cur ren t ly  looki n g  for  volunteers  to  jo in  the  Tackl ing 
Mi nds  team  across  Greater  Manchester  and Lancashire .  F ind 
o ut  more   ht tp s :/ / www.tackl ingminds .org/job-vacancy/
volunteer- an gl in g- coach/  Not  a l l  heroes  wear  capes!  At 
Ta ckl ing  Min ds ,  we  are  committed  to  support ing  indiv iduals 
w i th  mental  heal th  chal lenges  through the  sc ient i f ica l ly 
p roven ben ef i ts  o f  f i sh i ng .  But  behind every  sess ion ,  every 
smi le ,  and  ever y  success  s tory,  there ’s  a  team of  incredible 
volunteers  dr iv in g  th i s  miss ion  forward .  Their  dedicat ion , 
even  in  ch al len gin g  weather  condit ions ,  i s  a  testament  to 
their  commi tm en t .  Rain ,  ha i l ,  sh ine ,  or  snow,  they  show up , 
re ady  to  m ake  a  d i f ference .  We wouldn’ t  be  where  we are 
to day  without  them . 

Due  to  increased  dem and for  our  services ,  Tackl ing  Minds 
is  looking  for  volun teer  anglers  who share  our  pass ion  for 
p a ss ing  on  the  ben ef i ts  o f  f i sh ing .  Our  Volunteers :  Make  a 
Re al  Di f feren ce  to  Peop les ’  L ives  Give  Back  to  the  Community 
Ga in  New Ski l l s  Feel  Real ly  Valued & Appreciated  Meet  New 
Pe ople  Enjoy  bei n g  a  p art  o f  our  Team For  those  who meet  our 
cr i ter ia ,  Tackl in g  M i n ds  wi l l  fu l ly  fund your  Angl ing  Coaching 
courses ,  whi ch  i n c lude  a  recognised  coaching  qual i f icat ion , 
F i rst  Aid  Cer t i f i cate ,  Safeguarding  Training ,  and  a  DBS check . 
I f  you ’re  in terested  in  becoming  a  volunteer,  p lease  f i l l  out  our 
short  onl in e  ap p l i cat ion  form  ht tps ://www.tackl ingminds .
o rg/job-vacan cy / volun teer-angl ing-coach/  Once  completed , 
we ’ l l  be  in  touch  to  i nv i te  you  to  one  of  our  volunteer  open 
days ,  where  you can  m eet  the  team,  see  the  l i fe -changing 
work  we d o ,  ask  any  quest ions ,  and  discuss  your  onboarding 
p rocess  to  j o in  your  very  f i rs t  sess ion .  We can’ t  wai t  to 
welcome you to  the  team !  Tight  L ines  for  Heal thy  Minds 
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BLUEBELL WEBSITE 
UPDATED

Have you seen our website? 
Head over to our website for rules,  lake info and everything 
you need to know about a trip to Bluebell  Lakes. 
Last  year  we revamped our website  with a  fresh new look.  
Head over for  the latest  info and news
www.bluebel l - lakes .co .uk
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ROBBIE BRIERS 
JOINS THE ESP 
TEAM

Recently  voted Carp Angler  of  the Year by @cypography 
fol lowers ,  Robbie  @robbriers  needs l i t t le  introduction 
regarding his  standing in  big  carp circles .

Based in  Greater  Manchester,  with a  demanding ful l - t ime 
job,  Robbie st i l l  f inds t ime to  put  maximum effort  into tough 
campaigns on tr icky,  high pressured venues miles  from home.

He has amassed a  tal ly  of  hugely  impressive carp from a 
number of  di f ferent  venues and has recently  been focusing on 
a  demanding day only  lake with some incredible  captures .

We’re  del ighted to  welcome Robbie to  the ESP team and look 
forward to  showcasing a  few of  his  captures in  2026!  Which 
just  leaves us  to  say,  Happy New Year and t ight  l ines  for  ‘26! 
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CHILTERN RODS NOW 
BUILDING SOUTH 
COAST RODS 

We are please announce that we have recently been approached 
by South Coast  Rods,  who have asked us  i f  we would offer  a 
custom build  option for  their  products .  We agreed this  would 
be a  great  idea and look forward to  offering our customers 
an addit ional  range of  high-qual ity  carp blanks that  can be 
bui lt  to  any specif icat ions you require .  We can offer  various 
options regarding the handle ,  guides ,  reel  seat  and whippings 
etc  so drop us  a  l ine and I ’m sure we can bui ld  the rods of  your 
dreams .
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etc  so drop us  a  l ine and I ’m sure we can bui ld  the rods of  your 
dreams .

Carp ChatCARP CHAT

F R E E L I N E 



F R E E L I N E  2 4

Carp ChatCarp ChatCARP CHAT

M I K E  S TA R K E Y 
R I P  B Y  M A R K 
W A L S I N G H A M

 Ve r y  s a d  t o  h e a r  o f  t h e  d e a t h  o f  M i ke  S t a r ke y  t h i s  m o r n i n g . 
I  k n e w  M i ke  wa s  s  a  f r i e n d ,  a  m a n  o f  g re a t  i n t e g r i t y  a n d 
p r i n c i p l e  a n d  a  f i n e  a n g l e r. . . .

I  k n e w  M i ke  t h ro u g h  h i s  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e  A s h m e a d 
Sy n d i c a t e  b u t  h e  w i l l  b e  ve r y  we l l  k n o w n  t o  m a ny  t h ro u g h 
h i s  f i s h i n g  o n  A s h l e a ,  Re d m i re ,  Fre n s h a m  a n d  e l s e w h e re ,  a s 
we l l  a s  h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  c a r p  a n g l i n g  g ro u p s  l i ke  t h e  C A A 
a n d  C a r p  S o c i e t y.  M i ke  m a d e  a  h u g e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  b e h i n d  t h e 
s c e n e s  t o  t h e  p ro d u c t i o n  o f  m a ny  g re a t  a n g l i n g  b o o k s ,  a s 
we l l  a s  w r i t i n g  i n  h i s  o w n  r i g h t . .
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I t  is  with profound sadness that  we announce the sudden 
passing of  our previous owner,  Shaun McNutt .

Shaun was the second and longest  owner of  TopCats .  He took 
over in  May 2009 and in  his  10 1/2 year’s  here,  Shaun was 
instrumental  in  developing the resort  into the world-renowned 
f ishing destination i t  is  has  become today.  For  his  vis ion and 
dedication,  we are truly  grateful .

His  unexpected death occurred recently  in  Hua Hin ,short ly 
after  he spent  a  week doing what  he loved most ,  f ishing.

Our thoughts  and deepest  condolences go out  to  Pim,  Tadpole , 
and the rest  of  his  family  and fr iends during this  extremely 
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URBAN
BAIT RANGE

Here at Urban, our priority is to deliver bait of exceptional quality 

that really stands out in what has become a heavily saturated industry 

sector. We pride ourselves on producing premium products at a 

competitive price point without ever compromising on quality. 

Every product we create is made using only the very best ingredients 

sourced from some of the finest producers across the globe. Backed with 

over 30 years of bait formation knowledge,  nutritional understanding 

as well as a documented, comprehensive angling heritage, all of which 

is utilised to ensures you receive the very best possible results in your 

angling. After all, your success is our future.

www.urbanbait.co.uk
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Sharp have come up with 
arguably the most  secure 
backrest  ever  launched.  There 
are 2  styles ,  the f ixed version 
and the plus  with t i l ts  180 
degrees -  ideal  for  f ishing your 
rod t ips  high. 

Using a  very specif ic  insert 
each rod rest  is  perfect ly 
tuned to  your rod.  They are 

SHARP ULTRALOCK
BACK RESTS

interchangeable  for  di f ferent 
rod set-ups.

Made using the latest  lazer 
printing process  from almost 
indestructable  nylon these 
back rests  wil l  provide rock 
sol id  rod security  for  years  to 
come. 

•  www.sharptackle .co .uk
• RRP from £15  
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Rob says, “Nite Watches have always been popular  with 

carp anglers  and Nite has been an integral  part  of  Big Carp 

Magazine for  many years.  The MX 10 has always been 

regarded as the or iginal  f ie ld watch, but  I  am guessing not 

many carp anglers  know its  or igins.  I  wi l l  let  Nite explain.” 

“Original ly  commissioned for  mi l i tary use, the MX10 earned 

NITE WATCHES
MX10 JUNGLE
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Carp Scene

i ts  str ipes with the UK Special  Forces and secured NATO 

cert i f icat ion.  Evolving f rom this  l ineage, our  latest  MX10 

ser ies is  meticulously engineered to conquer the toughest 

environments.  From treacherous waters to re lent less winds 

and icy c l imates, i t  embodies unwavering conf idence, ready 

to thr ive in every chal lenge”. 

Rob adds, “In January Nite very kindly of fered Big Carp and 

Free Line readers a massive £85 discount, an of fer  they have 

just  extended to include February as i t  has been so successful . 

I  could not  resist  and ordered one for  mysel f  immediately.  The 

watch hs not  left  my wrist  s ince i t  arr ived.  I t ’s  superb and wi l l 

accompany me on al l  my f ishing adventures f rom this  point 

on, both here and abroad.  I t  real ly  is  the ult imate carp f ishing 

watch.  Especial ly  with i ts  Tr i t ium i l lumination.  Perfect  for  a l l 

my night t ime carp f ishing.”

• www.nitewatches.com

• RRP £330
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Our unique G-Force Multi 
Stove Adapter cleverly allows 
two stoves to be used at 
the same time! This high 
quality Multi Stove Adaptor 
is manufactured using CNC 
machining technology and 
duralumin material,  making 

G -FORCE 
MULTI ADAPTER 

it  durable and reliable. It has 
three 7/16” threaded valve 
outlets available, that can be 
used individually or in pairs. 
Available now from all good 
Gardner Tackle stockists!
• RRP £28.99
• www.gardnertackle.co.uk
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CHASING CHASING 
THAMESTHAMES
DREAMSDREAMS

part 2part 2

ASH GEDEN

I t  had been 19 days s ince the capture of  the 42lb 10oz mirror 
from my original  baited spot  that  I  had put  the main focus into 
at  the start  of  my Thames campaign this  year,  and although I 
had f ished a  further  three sessions for  another two bites  landed 
after  that ,  real ly,  deep down I  knew the area was coming to 
an end,  and I  was more than happy with the rewards already 
received.  Also in  many ways,  I  couldn’t  wait  to  get  away from 
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the stretch,  g ive i t  a  break and get  on some other groups of 
carp elsewhere.  Doing your homework on this  daunting r iver 
is  key;  I  had been doing plenty of  that  as  standard,  and I  was 
double  keen in  making up for  my late  start  to  this  season by 
investing a  lot  of  extra  hours during the very early  mornings 
before work and during the middle  of  the night  spent  just 
walking the r iver  banks quiet ly  whilst  watching and l istening 
to  the water.  In  the dayl ight  hours ,  I  l ike  to  act ively  search 
them out  as  much as  I  can,  as  visual  s ightings give me more 
of  an idea of  what  I ’m actual ly  f ishing for  in  the stretch at  the 
t ime,  but  over  the last  couple  of  years ,  I  have included night 
recces  a  lot  more,  as  during the hours of  darkness ,  they can 
st i l l  be  located just  as  easi ly  at  t imes;  you’ve only  got  to  hear 
one give i tsel f  away!

It  was whilst  I  was out  on one of  these early  hours of  the 
morning walks  a  couple  of  weeks prior  to  catching my f irst 
Thames 40 from the other  area that  I  stopped in  an area of 
the r iver  where I  wanted to  watch the water  where i t  bott le 
necks a  bit .  I  could hear  the geese squabble  and thrash around 
for  bank space on a  small  beachy area in  the half  l ight  on 
the other  s ide of  the r iver,  and I  had just  turned to  walk off , 
thinking to  myself  that  I ’m not  going to  hear or  see anything 
here with that  noisy lot  causing a  commotion.  I t  was at  that 
moment I  heard a  di f ferent  kind of  thrash of  water  coming 
from a lot  c loser  in .  I  quickly  turned round to  see the water 
disturbed about  30 yards out ,  and I  stood there watching the 
water  for  a  few more minutes  before there was another thrash 
as  a  s i lhouette  broke the surface a  couple  of  yards to  the left . 

I  ended up watching the area l ike a  hawk for  over  two hours , 
r ight  up unti l  i t  was ful ly  l ight ,  and I  counted over 12 shows 
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from at  least  two or  three dif ferent  carp and had mental ly 
logged a  couple  di f ferent  zones they seemed to be favoring 
where I  could see them f izzing up the most .  They were def initely 
feeding on something down there.  With t ime now gett ing on 
and the r iver  start ing to  become busy as  the new day st irred, 
I  quickly  deposited the couple  of  ki los  of  Complex-T boi l ie  I 
had on me with a  catapult ,  a  mixture of  12mm, 15mm, 18mm 
and 20mm baits  that  had been heavi ly  glugged for  a  couple  of 
weeks in  both a  rehydration l iquid and Sweet  Tiger  Liquid too 
for  extra  pul l ing power and attraction.  Ideal ly  I  didn’t  want  to 
be putt ing any partic les  and pel lets  out  in  any other areas ,  as 
I  was investing i t  a l l  into my original  spot  I  was campaigning 
at  the t ime,  so  I  chose to  approach this  newfound area a  bit 
di f ferently  and spread the bait  across  the r iver  instead of 
bait ing a  t ight  area.  There would be no leading around and 
f ishing highly  accurately  for  certain drops.  I  a lready knew it 
was pretty  weedy and uneven ground down there,  and as  long 
as  I  got  a  good drop,  my rigs  would be presented,  just  nice 
and simple ,  and by applying just  boi l ie  and a  few Chil i  Tigers 
with a  catapult  or  spoon,  bait ing up only  took a  few minutes 
each t ime.  I  continued to  visit  and watch the area for  half 
hour or  so each t ime before bait ing up with a  couple  of  ki lo 
of  mixed boi l ie  and t igers  every three days over  the next  four 
weeks,  condit ioning the new area whilst  f inishing up on my 
other baited area on the other stretch.  I t  was 12 th September, 
and I  was on my way to  hit  the area where they were giving 
themselves away. 

I  arrived about  an hour before i t  was due to  get  dark and had 
only  just  started gett ing the gear  off  the barrow when the f irst 
one poked i ts  head out  half  way across  the r iver.  “ I ’ l l  be  having 
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you in  a  bit ,”  I  mumbled to  myself  as  I  went  about  gett ing the 
rods out  of  the s leeves and my home sorted.  I  was in  no rush 
despite  a  racing heart  and that  anxious feel ing that  had been 
bui lding up.  I  took my t ime in  sett ing up nice  and quiet ly  with 
the kett le  on and gett ing my fresh r igs  sorted and Complex-T 
f luoro pop-ups f inely  balanced.  I  fe l t  a  nervous wreck by the 
t ime I  was ready to  get  into the water  to  l ine up for  my f irst 
cast  just  as  the l ight  was fading.  I t  was obvious i t  was going 
to  kick off  with what  I  had been witnessing.  Gett ing the drops 
I  was happy with was very frustrating,  with the left  rod being 
a  marginal  area I  had chosen at  about  ten yards’  range.  I  took 
l i teral ly  15 casts  around the rugged,  weed covered marginal 
shelf  unti l  I  f inal ly  got  a  sol id  crack down in about  5ft  of  water. 

The middle  rod was just  as  much aggro but  was the one that 
I  paid most  attention to ,  s ince the area that  I  had seen the 
most  shows and feeding act ivity  at  about  30 yards’  range over 
previous weeks,  and when I  f inal ly  got  the c lean drop that  felt 
the one in  about  9ft  of  water  between two large weed beds 
out  there,  I  real ly  did feel  quite  excited,  as  I  was real ly  happy 
with that  rod.  Thankful ly  the r ight  hand rod went  out  a  bit 
smoother,  taking only  three casts  to  land in  a  nice  s i l ty  area 
in  about  7ft  of  water  at  about  45 yards’  range.  I  was cursing 
myself  a  bit  due the amount of  disturbance I  had just  caused 
in  gett ing the rods out .  I  real ly  should have leaded around in 
the area a  lot  more during bait  up tr ips  prior  to  the session, 
but  I  had always left  the leading rod in  the motor to  stop the 
temptation of  becoming too picky about  what  I  was landing 
on out  there.  I  wanted to  target  this  area dif ferently  from the 
start  and didn’t  want  to  be creating a  t ight  feeding spot ,  as 
the shows and feeding act ivity  I  had seen had been al l  the way 
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across  that  sect ion of  r iver.  The rods were f inal ly  out  anyway, 
fol lowed by three pouches of  mixed-size  boi l ie  over each rod. 
I t  was pitch black by now,  and I  was starved so went  about 
gett ing some dinner on and sett led in  for  the night  and ready 
for  act ion.

I  dozed off  early  that  night  and remember waking up confused 
a  couple  of  hours later  around 12:30pm to the LED on my 
receiver  f lashing.  Upon checking the rods,  the LED had just 
stopped f lashing on the marginal  left  hand rod and the l ine 
was out  the c l ip  with the bobbin hanging by i ts  chain st i l l 
attached to  a  now l imp l ine .  I  sat  there for  a  few seconds, 
s lowly t ightening up to  the r ig ,  feel ing for  any movement 
with my f ingertips  as  I  couldn’t  get  my head around what 
had happened.  Surely  i f  that  was a  pickup then i t  would have 
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been an absolute  one-toner with how close in  that  rod was 
cast?  I  reeled the r ig  in  and inspected i t ,  and al l  was perfect ly 
f ine ,  not  even any weed had bui lt  up on the lead core or  r ig 
components ,  but  the top bead had popped off  the s i l icone.  I 
had been done!  You what?  After  checking the l ine for  damage 
and rechecking and resett ing the pop-up rig ,  i t  went  straight 
back out  on the same spot  f irst  cast  fol lowed by another three 
pouches of  heavi ly  glugged Complex-T boi l ie  and sat  back 
drinking tea and coffee whilst  looking out  over  the rods. 

As  the mist  started to  rol l  in ,  an eerie  atmosphere started to 
bui ld  in  strength,  and the l iners  started.  I t  was just  after  3am 
when the middle  rod took off .  I  had been perched on the edge 
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of  the bed chair  just  wait ing for  i t .  I  had sort  of  hal f  expected 
the left  hand rod to  be the one that  would go f irst  with the 
earl ier  occurrence and recent  l iners ,  but  either  way,  I  was 
into my f irst  one from the spot ,  and after  a  real ly  good scrap, 
I  soon had a  lovely  scaly  hammer in  the net  that  looked to  be 
a  low 20.  I  had seen this  f ish in  the margins a  few t imes with a 
ghostie ,  and i t  was def initely  one of  the more act ive ones that 
I  had been watching show in the area s ince start ing the bait ing 
campaign.  I  unhooked i t  in  the water,  secured the f ish in  a 
retainer  and quickly  attached a  fresh r ig  and pop-up to  that 
rod.  I  got  i t  back out  there,  to  my surprise  f irst  t ime between 
the weed beds,  and i t  landed absolutely  lovely,  fol lowed by 
another three pouches of  glugged boi l ie .  I t  would be gett ing 
l ight  in  a  couple  of  hours ,  the f ish was safe  and there was st i l l 
the chance of  another as  the l iners  instantly  started again on 
the rod I  had just  recast .  I  thought  I  would make the most  of 
i t ,  take i t  a l l  in  and waited for  what  was to  come with great 
anticipation.  The atmosphere was electric ;  i t  fe l t  l ike  one of 
those proper big  f ish nights  we have al l  experienced at  some 
point .

The next  take came at  around 4am.  The left  hand rod just 
buckled on the set  up,  and as  I  picked up the rod,  a  powerful 
f ish roared off  from the margin and out  into the middle  of  the 
r iver,  thrashing at  the surface as  i t  rol led on the l ine whilst 
shaking i ts  head violently  in  an attempt to  free i tsel f .  I t  real ly 
didn’t  appreciate  being hooked and was seriously  throwing 
i tsel f  about  as  we rucked i t  out .  A  short  while  later,  i t  was 
gett ing c lose to  nett ing distance,  and I  f l icked on the head torch 
to  see where we were.  I  gl impsed the big  ghostie  common I  had 
been seeing with the mirror I  a lready had retained,  and after 
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a couple  more fast  paced charges up and down the marginal 
shelf ,  I  managed to  bundle i t  into the net .  The r ig  had taken 
hold so well  there was no way i t  was gett ing away with i t  that 
t ime!  To get  a  bite  from the Thames is  a  r ight  result ,  as  i t  is 
any day,  but  despite  having f ished the r iver  seriously  for  the 
carp for  over  ten years  now,  braces real ly  haven’t  happened 
that  often for  me,  so  I  was absolutely  made up for  the ef fort  I 
had put  into the area.  I t  real ly  makes i t  a l l  worthwhile  when 
a  plan comes together that  could have gone either  way.  After 
making sure the ghostie  was safely  recovering and secured 
temporari ly  in  the landing net  after  unhooking i t  in  the water, 
I  went  about  gett ing a  fresh r ig  and pop-up sorted and got  the 
rod back out  on the marginal  area fol lowed by another three 
pouches of  bait  spread around it .  I t  would be l ight  in  about 
an hour now,  and as  the morning song chorus started as  dawn 
came round,  that  feel ing of  something very special  about  to 
happen just  completely  overwhelmed my senses .
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I t  was just  before 5am when the EOS let  out  a  short  series  of 
bleeps as  the l ine pinged from the c l ip  and the rod t ip  started 
to  arch over on the middle  rod.  I  was on i t  before i t  had a 
chance to  even take any l ine ,  and upon picking up the rod,  I 
connected with some seriously  heavy resistance.  Out  in  the 
gloomy half  l ight  through the mist  and drizzle ,  I  could see 
there was a  huge swirl  over  the area fol lowed by the deepest , 
echoing rol l  of  water  you could imagine,  which left  the hairs 
on the back of  my neck standing on end.  For a  moment there 
I  was,  f lat-rodded as  the f ish lunged and charged off  left 
downstream from where I  had hooked i t ,  only  taking a  few 
yards of  l ine ,  but  with such power,  my heart  started to  race. 
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I  quickly  managed to  gain control ,  and as  i f  l i fe  was going in 
s low motion,  I  careful ly  led the unseen beast  the 30 yards 
back towards me with the f ish l i teral ly  just  wal lowing at  the 
surface al l  the way in ,  only  making a  couple  more attempts to 
turn and waddle off ,  I  knew this  was a  serious f ish . 

What  I  was to  see next  wil l  stay with me forever.  After  i ts 
last  attempt to  turn and waddle off  once more,  a  l inear  of 
just  massive proportions broke the surface,  coughing water  as 
i t  lazi ly  threw its  head from side to  s ide,  completely  beaten. 
The bloody length of  i t !  I  te l l  you,  i t  was great  fun trying to 
shuff le  the Lin into the net  with a  near-30lb ghostie  common 
already occupying i t ,  which by this  stage was now eager to  get 
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out ,  but  after  a  couple  of  attempts at  gett ing them both in  the 
r ight  posit ion so that  the ghostie  couldn’t  escape,  and when it 
wasn’t  looking,  I  sank the net ,  quickly  scooped,  and she was 
mine. 

After  careful ly  unhooking the Lin in  the net ,  I  jammed the 
net  pole  into a  tuft  of  reeds in  the margin to  secure the net 
in  a  posit ion so they were safely  recovering and couldn’t  get 
out  over  the net  cord.  I  quickly  got  that  middle  rod back out 
on the spot  again with a  fresh r ig  and pop-up I  had ready to 
go.  Another three pouches of  Complex-T fol lowed behind i t 
before taking a  couple  of  minutes  to  have a  smoke and ref lect 
back and try  take in  what  had actual ly  just  happened here.  Al l 
I  knew was not  so long ago I  had no carp in  my net ,  and the 
next  thing,  I  had over 90lbs of  Thames carp in  three hours to 
get  the weighing equipment and sel f -take system sorted for. 

By the t ime I  had got  sorted,  wet  the cradle  and sl ing and got 
the scales  zeroed with water  supply and carp care treatment 
at  the ready,  i t  was now l ight  enough,  and the mist  had burnt 
off  just  that  l i t t le  bit  needed to  not  steam the lens up.  I  set 
up the camera tr ipod and took a  couple  of  test  takes to  get 
everything in  the r ight  posit ion so that  I  was happy with the 
shots ,  and one by one,  I  set  about  deal ing with my hard earned 
prizes  in  order of  capture.  First  up was the one I  had seen 
showing most  over the last  few days,  a  proper scaly  hammer 
going 23lb 12oz.  Just  having this  gem alone,  I  would have been 
well  happy any day!  Next  up was the ghostie  common,  which 
I  had seen mooching about  in  the margins with the mirror  a 
few days previously.  He spun the needle  round to  28lb 12oz… 
go on,  mate! 

With both of  them treated for  damage,  dealt  with and safely 
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released back into the depths of  the Old Father,  I  fetched the 
cradle  from up the bank and careful ly  secured the ult imate 
prize  I  have ever had the honor of  catching from this  amazing 
r iver  of  dreams,  safe  and ready for  the short  walk up the bank 
to  where the camera was.  She was a  PB alr ight;  I  didn’t  even 
have to  get  the scales  out  to  know that ,  but  by using the net 
pole  and spreader block as  a  weighing crook for  absolute 
accuracy,  for  the record,  the needle  sett led on 44lb 14oz,  the 
cream of  the crop and the absolute  pinnacle  of  my Thames 
carping.  She was such a  majest ic  creature,  so  wel l  behaved 
on the bank,  and after  checking the f ish over  for  damage with 
some treatment  applied to  where the r ig  had done i ts  job,  I 
cradled her  in  my arms a  c l icked away with the remote.  This  is 
why I  f ish the Thames!  This  is  what  i t ’s  a l l  about!  With shots 
and f i lm quickly  completed,  I  thanked her for  the memories 
and wished her  farewell  as  she waddled off  over  the marginal 
shelf  and down into those magical  depths… never to  be seen 
again?  I  wondered…

It  was one of  those days that  never seemed to start .  The 
sky was moody and visibi l i ty  was hazy,  and in  my trancel ike 
state ,  I  fe l t  lost  in  that  l i t t le  bubble ,  completely  blown away 
and quite  frankly in  shock.  I  didn’t  know what  to  do with 
myself ,  but  I  didn’t  care real ly.  I  fe l t  high as  a  kite ,  and I  just 
sat  there dazed on the bed chair  staring out  over  the rods 
sucking in  the accolade as  I  came to terms with the real isat ion 
of  what  I  had just  achieved.  By now the phone was absolutely 
pinging,  having let  a  handful  of  c lose mates  know the news 
and dropped Dynamite Baits  HQ a  message.  Word was gett ing 
round and travel ing l ike wildf ire .  I t  was now around 13:30, 
the rods were st i l l  out  there prime and had remained si lent 
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since the morning’s  act ion. 
Some weed had bui lt  up on the l ine of  the r ight  hand rod 

f ished at  around 45 yards’  range,  which was something that 
would normally  real ly  bug me and would normally  have been 
removed straight  away,  but  as  I  sat  there staring at  the l ine 
bowing in  the current ,  i t  started pul l ing up t ight ,  and the 
EOS signaled a  couple  of  bleeps as  the rod compressed on the 
setup… Here we go again!  I  picked up the rod and t ightened 
up to  something that  was savagely  throwing i ts  head about , 
and after  a  moment of  no give or  take,  i t  just  took off  upriver. 
I t  was going absolutely  bal l ist ic ;  the f ight  was so fast  paced, 
and I  just  remember huge plumes of  bubbles  and sediment 

ASH GEDEN



F R E E L I N E   5 4F R E E L I N E   5 4

since the morning’s  act ion. 
Some weed had bui lt  up on the l ine of  the r ight  hand rod 

f ished at  around 45 yards’  range,  which was something that 
would normally  real ly  bug me and would normally  have been 
removed straight  away,  but  as  I  sat  there staring at  the l ine 
bowing in  the current ,  i t  started pul l ing up t ight ,  and the 
EOS signaled a  couple  of  bleeps as  the rod compressed on the 
setup… Here we go again!  I  picked up the rod and t ightened 
up to  something that  was savagely  throwing i ts  head about , 
and after  a  moment of  no give or  take,  i t  just  took off  upriver. 
I t  was going absolutely  bal l ist ic ;  the f ight  was so fast  paced, 
and I  just  remember huge plumes of  bubbles  and sediment 

ASH GEDEN

F R E E L I N E   5 5

coming up off  the bottom as  this  wild creature properly  threw 
its  weight  about ,  charging around down in the depths ,  twist ing 
and turning on the l ine with strands of  r ibbon weed f loating 
up to  the surface al l  in  front  of  me as  the l ine s l iced through 
and I  s lowly teased i t  back in . 

I t  surfaced around 15 yards out ,  and I  could instantly  see 
i t  was another one of  the r iver ’s  gems,  possibly  another PB, 
but  i f  not  then i t  had to  be c lose!  After  a  couple  more minutes 
gett ing properly  beaten up as  i t  charged off  up and down the 
margin a  couple  more t imes,  I  f inal ly  had i t  under control ,  and 
at  the f irst  opportunity  of  nett ing,  I  took i t .  Number four of 
the session!  Have i t !  This  proper scaly,  wild ,  r iver  beast  spun 
the needle  round to  35lb 10oz,  not  as  big  as  i t  looked,  but  that 
was irrelevant .  This  was the cherry on top and rounded up a 
not  even once in  a  l i fet ime’s  session f ishing the Thames but 
a  truly  rare event .  Things l ike this  just  don’t  happen here – 
130lb of  carp from the River  Thames in  a  session including a 
new personal  best  –  just  let  that  s ink in!  I t  st i l l  hasn’t . 

I  had topped up the area before leaving and was back two 
days later  to  hopeful ly  see what  other surprises  may be wait ing 
out  there for  me,  but  i t  wasn’t  to  be ,  as  just  l ike  that ,  they 
had vanished.  I  f ished three separate  blank sessions over the 
next  week whilst  st icking to  my bait ing rat io ,  but  there was 
absolutely  no sign of  them in the area,  so  I  decided to  get 
back on the hunt  for  a  couple  of  days ,  f ishing a  couple  of  other 
di f ferent  interesting areas on the stretch,  and i t  was in  one of 
these areas that  I  was able  to  locate  a  group of  s ix  carp one 
morning on the 25 th September,  13 days on from the capture 
of  the l in .  There were at  least  three 20s,  one good 30 and a 
couple  that  looked to  be well  over  40lb,  from what  I  could see 
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of  the dark shapes moving down there.  The bottom is  just  out 
s ight  in  that  area of  margin they were patrol l ing ,  and I  could 
just  make out  the c leaner areas amongst  the bottom as  they 
ghosted about ,  c learly  feeding down there. 

I  was only  set  up about  50 yards away downstream,  and i t 
was strange how I  had already f ished the night  in  the area 
and had seen or  heard absolutely  nothing.  I f  i t  weren’t  for  the 
fact  that  I ’d  gone for  a  mooch along the margin that  morning 
at  that  part icular  t ime,  I  would have been none the wiser,  and 
they could have quite  easi ly  gone unnoticed.  I  sprinted the 
short  distance back to  the rods,  cranked al l  three of  them in 
and l i teral ly  cut  the st i f f  hinge pop-up rig  of f  one of  the rods. 
Using a  length of  20lb Amnesia  and a  s ize  4  chod pattern hook, 
I  t ied up the most  s imple bottom bait  r ig ,  the quickest  thing 
I  could t ie ,  and equipped i t  with a  20mm Complex-T boi l ie 
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Using a  length of  20lb Amnesia  and a  s ize  4  chod pattern hook, 
I  t ied up the most  s imple bottom bait  r ig ,  the quickest  thing 
I  could t ie ,  and equipped i t  with a  20mm Complex-T boi l ie 
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straight  from the bag.  I  grabbed the net  and crept  back into 
the area. 

They were st i l l  down there,  but  had moved sl ightly  down 
from the spot  and were disappearing now and then under a 
raft  of  weed that  had bui lt  up around an overhanging bush. 
Upon seeing the opportunity  when there was nothing in  the 
area I  had planned to  lower the r ig  in  on,  I  back-wound the r ig 
quickly  onto the spot  and laid the rod down on the concrete 
deck.  Instantly  the squad reacted,  and they made their  way 
out  from under the weed raft ,  bee-l ining straight  towards my 
single  hookbait  with the two biggest  ones down there out  of 
the group taking the lead,  a lmost  racing towards 20mm of 
Complex-T goodness .  The r ig  had been down there no more 
than 60 seconds by this  stage when I  could tel l  by the body 
language of  the smaller  one of  the two obvious 40lb-plus  carp 



down there that  i t  had made i ts  mistake.  I  looked up at  the 
rod t ip  to  see i t  pluck and nod twice ,  and i t  then just  started 
s l iding along the deck. 

I  snatched the rod and stood up to  instantly  see the l inear 
rol l  on i ts  s ide and surface,  lazi ly  throwing i ts  head about  from 
side to  s ide,  again coughing water.  I  fe l t  absolutely  gutted in 
ways to  watch al l  f ive  others  bolt  of f  the spot ,  and the fact 
that  I  had hooked the Lin again and there was a  completely 
di f ferent  and possibly  even bigger,  unknown one down there, 
I  couldn’t  help but  feel  s l ightly  unlucky,  but  you can’t  a lways 
choose them,  and what  an awesome way to  recapture such 
a  special  creature.  I t  was a  real  opportunist  bit  of  stalking, 
and I  don’t  think I  would change things even i f  I  could –  some 
things aren’t  meant  to  be and what  is  to  be ,  wil l  be . 

I  did return the next  morning with the one rod to  try  my 
luck,  but  after  just  half  an hour of  being there,  i t  was obvious 
they had done the off  l ike  they do,  and i t  was back to  real i ty 
of  hunting those highly  nomadic  and mysterious Thames carp.

They say when your luck’s  in ,  your luck’s  in ,  and just  as  quickly 
these carp can turn up,  they vanish from your highly  primed, 
baited and well  sourced out  spots ,  including the known areas 
from past  and present  where they l ike to  hang out .  Your luck 
goes just  as  easi ly,  and i t  real ly  has  been the case of  back to 
tracking them down.  They real ly  have done the disappearing 
tr ick now,  and since the recapture of  the Lin ,  my last  bite  from 
the Thames was on the 25 th October on a  work overnighter  on 
another sect ion of  r iver  I  had also been putt ing a  bit  of  t ime 
into ,  a  common of  around 15lb,  but  they are al l  welcome. 

Maybe there wil l  be a  part  three before the c lose season; 
you never know what  might  turn up on the Thames.
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A DATE WITHA DATE WITH
CHRISTINECHRISTINE

BARRY OCONNOR

I t ’s  a  wel l -known fact  that  Lake Pepper on Cott ington Lakes 
Fishery near  Deal  in  Kent  holds some very large and stunning 
carp,  boasting numerous carp over forty  pounds and even 
one at  f i f ty  pounds-plus .  But  what  about  Cott ington’s  second 
specimen lake –  Lake Christ ine?  What  does she hold?  What 
secrets  does she hide? In  November 2017,  we were invited to 
help net  Christ ine,  as  part  of  an ongoing f ishery management 
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project ,  to  remove the s i lver  f ish that  were in  abundance and 
were surprised at  what  came out .  Although principal ly  to 
remove the s i lver  f ish ,  inevitably  a  few carp got  caught  up in 
the net .  To our amazement thirteen of  them were over thirty 
pounds.  To say i t  was an eye opener was an understatement . 
We drive past  Christ ine every t ime we go to  f ish Pepper.  We’ve 
had no more than a  few of  sessions on Christ ine in  al l  the 
years  we’ve been f ishing at  Cott ington.  These were mostly 
social  sessions where the f ishing wasn’t  the principal  reason 
for  being there.  This  was al l  about  to  change though. 

Having spoken to  Gary and Darren,  the owners of  Cott ington 
Lakes Fishery,  they kindly  agreed to  let  us  f ish i t  exclusively. 
There were two reasons for  this :  One was obviously  to  see 
i f  and what  we could catch.  The other reason was that  we’ve 
been thinking of  how we could expand our El i te  Carp Masters 
competit ion next  year  and wanted to  explore the possibi l i ty 
of  incorporating Christ ine as  wel l  as  Pepper.  Anyway,  a  date 
was set  for  our session,  and the lake was ours  for  seventy-two 
hours .  We invited two anglers  to  join us  on this  session.  One 
was Paul  (Mango) Manderson who is  a  bai l i f f  at  Cott ington 
and also a  very good fr iend of  ours .  Mango is  a  good al l -round 
angler,  and he helps  us  run the El i te  Competit ion too.  The 
other angler  who would be joining us  was Scottt  Geezer Grant . 
Scottt  is  a lso a  very good fr iend and top carp angler  who we 
have f ished with before.  Al l  four of  us  were excited at  the 
prospect  of  having a  serious go on Christ ine. 

The date  was set  for  the beginning of  May,  which soon came 
around.  Ben couldn’t  make the f irst  day because of  work 
commitments ,  but  the rest  of  us  were there nice  and early. 
We couldn’t  get  on the lake unti l  around midday,  so  we went 

BARY OCONNOR



F R E E L I N E   6 6F R E E L I N E   6 6

round to  see the anglers  that  were on there.  Between them only 
one carp had been out ,  which didn’t  sound too promising.  By 
eleven o’c lock the anglers  had gone,  so  we moved our gear  into 
our chosen swims.  Christ ine is  a  very di f ferent  lake to  Pepper; 
i t ’s  smaller,  surrounded by trees  and has a  more exclusive feel 
about  i t .  This  is  part ly  because there are ten swims on Christ ine 
but  only  s ix  can be used at  any one t ime,  which al lows each 
angler  some water  to  go at .  We’d selected swims so that  al l  the 
lake was covered.  I t ’s  a lso two rods maximum for  each angler. 
Christ ine is  a  beauti ful  lake of  about  three and half  acres  and 
holds a  good head of  mirrors  and commons.  The biggest  mirror 
goes 38lb 6oz and the biggest  common goes 39lbs .   I t  has  two 
is lands,  which help to  separate  the swims so anglers  don’t 
cast  over  each other.  The is lands have overhanging bushes, 
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which are areas that  hold carp.  The reed-l ined margins are 
also worth investigating as  are the snaggy areas .  There are 
also several  bays that  look promising.  Part  of  the lake has an 
area of  open water  where carp show themselves on a  regular 
basis .  The water  depths vary between two feet  to  f ive  feet  in 
places . 

I  went  into a  swim that  gave me open water,  an is land and 
reedy margins to  f ish to .  Scottt  went  on the road bank and 
had snags and both is lands as  his  targets .  Mango was in  the 
far  end swim with an is land and the margins .  Ben would be 
going in  the centre of  the lake and could cast  between the 
is lands,  open water  and the margins .  Al l  four of  us  had plenty 
of  places  to  set  our traps.  For  bait ,  Ben,  Mango and I  would 
be using A2 Baits  10mm, 12mm and 14mm boil ies .  We’d 
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bought  with us  Banoffee ,  Creamy Toffee ,  the new Tutt i  Fruity 
and Fruity  Fish.  We also had A2 wafters  and pop-ups with 
us  and some Banoffee mixed pel lets .  We’d also brought  with 
us  some buckets  of  Hooked on Baits  part ic les  including their 
Spodmix and Hemp/Chil ly/Maize.  These partic les  last  for  ages 
i f  they ’re  not  opened.  When opened they st i l l  last  for  about 
three months.  Hooked on Baits  part ic les  are also PVA fr iendly, 
which is  a  plus  i f  l ike  us  you attach a  bag to  the hook on every 
cast .  We had quite  a  select ion of  bait  with us  to  try.  Not  having 
seriously  f ished Christ ine before,  i t  was going to  be tr ial  an 
error  with the baits .  Scottt  was using his  own bait .  End tackle 
would be our ever faithful  s ize  6  Deception D-X Curve hooks 
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t ied to  a  short  sheath type hooklink.  Tubing was included to 
our end tackle  as  per  the rules  on Christ ine.

I  decided to  f ish both rods in  open water.  The marker 
showed I  had just  over  four feet  of  water  in  front  of  me,  and 
i t  was mainly  s i l t  on the bottom.  I  put  each rod either  s ide of 
the marker.  One had a  12mm Creamy Toffee on i t  the other 
a  12mm Banoffee .  I  put  out  eight  Spombs of  mix containing 
Hooked on Baits  Spodmix partic le  mix and their  Hemp/Chil ly/
Maize mix .  I  a lso added Banoffee mixed pel lets ,  Creamy Toffee 
and Banoffee boi l ies  to  the mix .  I  f ind the Spomb quicker and 
easier  to  use than a  spod.  The mix had been soaking in  Salmon 
Oil  and Bloodworm Liquid for  a  few hours before being used. 
We f ind this  gives  the mix added attraction and the f lavours 
and oi l  leach out  for  a  long,  long t ime.  The session was only 
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forty-f ive minutes  in  when out  of  the blue I  had a  belt ing run 
that  had the alarm screaming.  I t  was on the rod baited with 
a  Creamy toffee boi l ie .  As  I  was playing i t ,  you could see the 
swirls  in  the water  as  i t  twisted and turned to  try  and evade 
capture.  Eventual ly  I  got  the better  of  i t ,  and into the net  i t 
went .  I t  was a  lump of  a  common – a  def inite  thirty.  On the 
scales  i t  sett led at  34lb 8oz.  What  a  start .  Photos done and out 
went  the rod on the spot  again and a  few more Spombs of  mix . 

About  an hour later  my other rod baited with a  Banoffee 
boi l ie  was away,  and another batt le  commenced.  This  one was 
on a  mission as  i t  pul led and tugged to  avoid the net .  The bend 
in  my Free Spirit  two and a  half  pound test  curve rod was 
tel l ing me this  wasn’t  a  small  carp.  As  i t  rol led,  I  could see i t 
was another good f ish .  The batt le  was won and the carp was 
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now in the net .  I  was looking at  a  huge big  scaly  mirror  in  the 
bottom of  my net .  Scottt  helped me to  weigh i t ,  and i t  went 
38lb 10oz.  This  is  now the lake record mirror  for  Christ ine. 
Two big  carp in  just  under two hours  –  could i t  get  any better? 
Ben wasn’t  due to  arrive unti l  tomorrow,  so I  just  had to  phone 
him with the good news.

Scott  in  the meantime had caught  a  couple  as  wel l ,  most 
notably  a  29lb common.  Mango had joined in  too with a  23lb 
8oz mirror  from the is land.  The next  day Ben arrived eager to 
get  started.  We al l  helped him with his  gear,  which was set  up 
in  no t ime at  a l l .  Ben put  one rod in  open water  and the other 
between the two is lands.  Both were baited with Creamy Toffee 
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boil ies .  His  setup was much the same as  mine.  Why change 
something that  works ok? Ben and I  are  not  ones for  chopping 
and changing.  We prefer  to  rely  on r igs  that  have served us 
well  in  the past .  I t  wasn’t  long before Ben had a  twenty on 
the bank.  I t  was a  beauti ful  mirror  that  weighed in  at  22lb 
6oz.  Later  that  evening,  Ben had another twenty at  25lb 8oz. 
By now,  Ben had made his  mark on Christ ine and was pleased 
with the two twenties  he’d caught .  The night  passed by but  not 
without  incident .  Scottt  landed a  20lb 2oz mirror  and an 18lb 
mirror.  Not  to  be outdone,  I  chipped in  with 21lb common and 
a  19lb 10oz mirror.  Ben and Mango added to  the total  with a 
double  each. 

Next  morning the sun was up early  and so were we.  We were 
hoping the carp would show,  and they didn’t  disappoint  us 
–  not  al l  showing in  one place but  in  certain areas around the 
lake.  We’d al l  caught ,  but  i t  was st i l l  a  confidence booster  to 
see the carp showing around the lake.  I  was the f irst  to  catch 
on that  morning,  and i t  was a  f ine common of  29lb 2oz.  The 
session was going well .  I  could see Scottt  was playing another 
one,  so  I  reeled in  and went  round to  net  i t  for  him.  He was 
having a  r ight  row with i t  but  gradual ly  got  i t  to  the net .  As 
i t  neared the net  we could see i t  was a  good common.  When it 
was in  the net  we had a  look at  i t ,  and boy i t  was a  lump.  We 
duly weighed i t  and the scales  stopped at  35lb 8oz.  Wow,  what 
a  carp.  Scott  was well  pleased with i t . 

Later  that  day,  I  had a  screamer on my right  hand rod.  As 
I  picked the rod up,  the l ine was cutt ing through the water 
very fast  towards the bank on my right .  Because the water  is 
shal low,  the carp was making a  bow wave across  the water.  Ben 
had seen the run and was on his  way round to  me.  He arrived 
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just  in  t ime to  net  i t .  As  i t  went  in  the net ,  we could see i t  was 
a  stunner.  On the bank we could see i t  was a  beauti ful  ful ly 
scaled mirror.  I t  was awesome.  The scales  recorded 30lb 2oz. 
Ben took the photos .  We decided to  do some water  shots ,  which 
al l  went  wel l  unti l  Ben f inished with the camera,  which was 
round his  neck.  He was now taking some shots  with his  phone, 
and as  he bent  down to get  the angle  r ight ,  the camera was 
dunked in  the water.  Panic  set  in ,  and Ben threw the camera 
to  Scott  who quickly  removed the battery and the SD card.  We 
dried i t  out ,  but  i t  st i l l  wouldn’t  work.  Lucki ly  I  a lways carry 
a  spare camera with me.  Ben was so apologetic  about  i t .

Two thirt ies  between Scott  and me within a  few hours –  what 
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a session.  During the afternoon,  Scott  was busy with another 
run.  Ben went  round to  help.  I t  was another thirty,  this  t ime a 
mirror  at  31lb 4oz.  Ben,  bless  him,  was running around here, 
there and everywhere to  help out  and take photos .  There was 
st i l l  more act ion to  come when a  shout  went  out  that  Scott  was 
in  again.  Sure enough,  I  could see him doing batt le  with another 
carp.  Who went  to  help him? You guessed i t  –  poor old Ben.  The 
net  enveloped the carp and the batt le  was over.  Ben shouted 
out  that  i t  was a  good one.  I t  was weighed,  photographed and 
gently  returned to  the water  none the worse for  i ts  ordeal .  I t 
was a  common and weighed 30lb 14oz.  That  evening we had a 
BBQ and a  beer,  and i t  was very relaxing sitt ing and chatt ing 
about  the carp we’d caught .  I f  nothing else  i t  gave Ben a  bit  of 
a  rest .

On the last  day,  Gary,  one of  the owners ,  came to see how 
we were gett ing on.  He was in  Ben’s  swim when one of  Ben’s 
alarms went  off .  He invited Gary to  pick up the rod and take 
up the chal lenge of  man versus carp.  Gary did this  with much 
enthusiasm,  and played the carp l ike a  professional .  After  a 
few minutes ,  he guided i t  to  the wait ing net .  Ben hoisted i t 
out  and got  i t  onto the mat .  I t  went  into the weigh s l ing and 
on to  the scales ,  which stopped at  21lb 3oz.  The photo shows 
Gary was happy with his  capture.  Not  long after  Gary left ,  Ben 
was in  again.  I  could see Ben leaning into a  carp that  was 
giving him the r ight  runaround.  The huge swirls  i t  was making 
suggested i t  was a  big  carp.  Eventual ly  the powering runs and 
swirls  stopped,  and i t  came to the net .  Mango did the honours 
with the net  for  Ben.  The shout  of  “Yes!”  from Ben could only 
mean one thing –  i t  was a  lump,  and i t  certainly  was.  I t  was a 
huge common that  weighed 35lb 14oz. 
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By the t ime the session was over,  we’d had forty-seven carp 
between us .  This  broke down to 7  x  30s,  17 x  20s,  19 x  doubles 
and 4 x  s ingles .  We were al l  very happy with this  tal ly  –  a  very 
successful  session by anyone’s  standards.  We’re  going back 
for  another session,  which wil l  be part  two of  this  art ic le . 
We can’t  wait .  Oh by the way,  when I  got  the camera home,  I 
thoroughly dried i t  out ,  and would you bel ieve i t?  The camera 
worked.  I  was pleased about  that .

I f  you would l ike to  f ish on Christ ine or  Pepper,  booking 
is  essential .  Currently,  avai labi l i ty  can be checked via  the 
f isheries  website ,  www.cott ingtonlakes .co .uk which includes 
a  booking diary.  I f  there are any dates  that  suit ,  bookings can 
be made through AKC,  the onsite  tackle  shop.  The shop number 
is  01304380691. 
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Over the last  ten weeks,  I ’ve  been f ishing a  near 200-acre 
pit  in  Lincolnshire ,  biking the lake every night  and prebait ing 
most  night  with Mainl ine Link.  I ’ve  managed over 70 bites  and 
60 f ish during this  ten-week spel l ,  which has been some of  the 
best  carp f ishing I  have ever  experienced,  and from a pit  that 
can be very tr icky at  t imes.  Catching the f ish they cal led the 
Big  Ful ly  Scaled topped off  this  period,  as  i t  was one stunning 
carp,  a long with mirrors  and commons over 30lb.  Location and 
bait  seem to real ly  be the thing on this  lake,  and every t ime 
I  have located f ish ,  I  have caught .  I  feel  f ishing this  lake has 
been a  big  learning curve in  my angl ing,  as  I  have never f ished 
anything this  s ize .  Over the ten-week period,  I  have used in 
excess  of  150kg of  the new Mainl ine Link and caught  from eight 
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dif ferent  areas of  the lake,  some of  these areas being over a 
mile  apart .  I  have attached a  photo of  my favourite  area,  one 
that  did me 30 f ish in  a  three-week period.  I  was prebait ing 
with 20kg each week for  the three weeks.

You would always know when the f ish were on your bait ,  as 
more often than not ,  you would get  two or  three bites  at  the 
same t ime.  I  have only  done overnighters  on the lake mainly 
between work due to  having a  young family.  The st i f f  hinge 
r ig  seems to  work real ly  wel l ,  as  the lake holds s i l t  weed al l 
over  the bottom.  I  a lso bel ieve the pop-up can often single 
out  the better  f ish ,  as  there’s  no doubt  in  my mind these f ish 
travel  in  big  numbers after  seeing a  group of  40 swim under 
my rod t ips!  I t ’s  true what  my dad told me that  i f  you do your 
homework i .e . ,  biking round dai ly  and bait ing regularly,  the 
f ishing would be a  lot  easier.  I t  has  been a  big  edge l iving only 
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f ive  minutes  from the lake.  Below are a  few photos of  a  s l ick 
coming off  my spot  moments  before the buzzer  went  and also 
a  photo showing how quick the bites  can be with two in  the 
net  and one in  the s l ing.

This  is  my seventh dif ferent  40-plus from Lincolnshire 
caught  using Mainl ine Link boi l ies  just  3m from the bank.  After 
spending three hours watching the carp swimming I  decided 
to  f l ick  a  few chops in .  The carp wasn’t  on i ts  own,  and the 
smaller  f ish were soon on the bait ,  and within a  matter  of 
minutes  they had eaten i t  and start ing to  venture off .  This 
was the cue to  lower the hook bait  in  on my 9ft  stalking rod. 
I  lowered the bait ,  put  ten 15mm chops in ,  and within ten 
minutes  this  f ish came in  and took my pink Salty  Squid wafter 
straight  away.  This  was a  pleasing capture,  as  this  is  one of 
two f ish that  have been missing for  a  long t ime!  I t ’s  probably 
the longest  mirror  carp I  have ever caught!
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I t  was a  balmy summer’s  night  as  I  sat  with a  cup of  Yorkshire ’s 
f inest  under my tatty  l i t t le  brol ly,  l istening to  carp rol l  in  the 
moonlight .  The inky black waves lapped under the rod t ips , 
and everything seemed right  in  the world!  The tension was 
palpable;  surely  a  bite  was imminent?  As I  was soaking up that 
atmosphere that  only  being by a  lake in  darkness can offer,  my 
eyes were distracted by a  group of  executive motors  trundling 
down the roadside opposite  me.  Now I ’m talking maybe ten or 
12 BMWs,  Mercedes,  Range Rovers ,  etc  –  a  highly  unusual  type 
of  car  for  the lake,  g iven that  at  the t ime,  I  had a  Mini  with a 
pink undercoat  showing through,  and some of  the lads had to 
rely  on l i f ts  or  the good old BMX to get  to  the lake!  Safe  to  say 
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the new arrivals  had my attention.  I  could just  about  make out 
what  was unfolding as  that  s ide of  the lake is  i l luminated by 
streetl ights .  Around 20 lumps emerged from the procession 
of  cars ,  shouting obscenit ies  in  what  I  bel ieved to  be Pol ish 
or  some other Eastern European language!  For the next  half 
an hour,  I  watched these loons knock seven bel ls  out  of  each 
other in  what  looked l ike a  scene from Footbal l  Factory!  I  was 
convinced Danny Dyer was going to  pop up at  any moment , 
shouting,  ‘YOU MUGGY LITTLE C…’.  Anyway,  at  the end of  this 
c landestine batt le ,  they simply shook bloodied hands,  jumped 
back in  the motors  and drove back up the bumpy track that  led 
away from the lake!

On any other lake,  this  would be unusual  to  say the least ,  but 
this  was no ordinary lake;  this  was the Club Lake or  the Pett ing 
Zoo as  i t  became known.  That  l i t t le  doozy is  just  a  snippet  of 
what  happened during my year  or  so there.  The angl ing and 
the events  that  I  wil l  expose over the next  few pages occurred 
between late  summer 2016 and November 2017.  So,  without 
further  ado,  let ’s  set  the scene and take you back to  my f irst 
encounter  with this  special  pit  and the real isat ion that  nothing 
that  good can last  forever.

I t  was a  halcyon summer Sunday afternoon,  and after  a  proper 
Sunday roast  at  my parents ’  house,  my l i t t le  Jack Russel ,  Nigel , 
was being his  usual  boisterous sel f ,  and I  was desperate  to  get 
out  and have a  look at  a  few carp lakes in  the local  vicinity.  My 
f irst  port  of  cal l  was a  very local  c lub lake,  a  mere three miles 
up the road that  came with a  fearsome reputation.  So ,  my l i t t le 
furry companion and I  jumped in  the old Mini  and bumped 
along the pothole-ridden track to  what  was soon to  become my 
l i t t le  bolt-hole .  Even though surrounded by a  housing estate , 
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a pub and a  busy dual  carriageway down one side of  the lake, 
as  soon as  I  caught  a  gl impse of  this  weed choked panacea 
through my open car  window,  I  was hooked! 

With my Polaroids placed on my eager eyes and Nigel  safely 
c l ipped on to  his  lead,  we made our way round the 14 acres  of 
weedy,  snaggy,  gin  c lear  depths that  lay before us .  On f irst  view 
across  the lake,  I  could see three bivvies  popped up among 
the reed-strewn banks.  At  the f irst  of  those green mushrooms 
I  came across ,  I  was confronted by a  proper miserable  git ! 
‘How ’s  i t  goin’  mate? ’  I  said in  a  quiet  cheery voice .  ‘Fine! 
Make sure that  dog don’t  piss  up my bivvy! ’  he sneered.  I 
said ,  ‘Don’t  worry,  mate .  He’s  wel l  trained and so am I ,’  trying 
to  make a  joke to  break the ice… No such luck there!  ‘Much 
happening,  mush?’  Trying to  f ind common ground once more… 
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‘Not  a  lot !  You thinking of  doing some f ishing on here,  are  ya? ’ 
‘Yes ,  pal .  I ’m looking for  a  new chal lenge;  I  real ly  l ike  the look 
of  this  place .’  ‘Haa!  Good luck,  this  place is  too much for  most 
people!  Good anglers  only  manage f ive  to  ten bites  a  season. 
Ya better  off  trying one of  the other  pits  over the road,  mate! ’ 
And with that  cheery bit  of  advice ,  I  bid him a fond farewell 
and continued my walk with Nigel  who sneered as  we paced up 
the path!  Hope you don’t  choke on your t in  of  Stagg,  tosser,  I 
thought  to  myself .  Strangely  enough I  never saw that  wretched 
cretin on the bank again –  thank heavens for  small  mercies . 

I  could see another brol ly  pitched about  300 yards up the 
path,  so  I  decided to  see i f  this  chap was as  toxic  as  the last . 
Please don’t  let  i t  be one of  those places! !  As  I  popped my 
head into the swim,  I  began to  start  my introductions only  to 
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come to the real isat ion that  the camo-laden geezer  under the 
brol ly  was none other than an old mate,  Gaz!  I  knew Gaz from 
a syndicate  I  f ished years  ago.  Now when I  tel l  you Gaz was 
a  lad,  I  mean he was a  lad –  an old school  angler  who loved 
a  laugh and a  joke and a  can of  Stel la  or  ten!  After  the usual 
handshakes and ‘How are ya jockeys? ’  We f ired up the Coleman 
for  a  brew and began our carpy l i t t le  catch up. 

As  we sat  huddled under the canvas s ipping away,  my old 
mate began to  unfurl  some detai ls  and history of  the lake and 
i ts  quarry,  as  he had f ished i t  a  lot  as  teenager.  The lake was 
rumoured to  hold around 30 known carp,  the mirrors  were 
jet  black and scaly,  the commons resembled something from 
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Redmire and both ran close to  the 40lb bracket ,  as  wel l  as 
the obl igatory monster  that  people  had seen but  never caught 
and was just  too big  to  put  a  weight  on.  I  lapped up every bit 
of  information Gaz was passing on to  me,  and the juices  were 
well  and truly  f lowing by now! After  two or  three hours of 
pisstaking and catching up,  I  s lurped the last  bit  of  my eighth 
cup of  tea ,  vowing to  return to  the lake as  soon as  humanly 
possible  and hopeful ly  bump in to  my old fr iend for  another 
chain-smoking and tea drinking session.  I  did a  few things 
that  Sunday evening when I  got  home:

1.  Purchased a  c lub t icket  for  the princely  sum of  £25! 
 2 .  Got  al l  the gear  prepped and ready to  go.
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3.  Drove the missus to  the point  of  distraction with talk  of 
carp!

 4 .  Did a  poo (thinking about  f ishing tends to  make me do 
that!) .

 5 .  Booked four days off  work the fol lowing week. 
So that  was that … just  a  few days at  work and then I  would 

start  my f irst  session of  many in  this  new inspiring campaign. 
The next  couple  of  days at  work couldn’t  go fast  enough,  and 
I  don’t  think I  managed any work.  Nothing new there then, 
I  hear  my mates saying.  Final ly,  Wednesday morning rol led 
round,  and to  my annoyance,  my alarm didn’t  go off  at  i ts 
set  t ime of  5am; in  fact ,  i t  didn’t  go off  at  a l l  and I  s lept  in 
t i l l  11am! BUGGER!  I  burst  out  of  bed,  chucked some clobber 
on,  hurriedly  loaded the gear,  and as  I  did so ,  I  couldn’t  help 
noticing i t  was absolutely  sweltering and soon had to  jett ison 
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my beloved chunky wool  jumper.  Thoughts  of  crusty old backs 
gl istening in  the sun,  cruising around the shal lows began to 
f i l l  my addled brain.  I  was soon hurtl ing to  the lake,  breaking 
every speed l imit  on the way (only  joking,  of f icer!) .  To my 
amazement ,  the lake was completely  empty… YESS!  I  had the 
whole joint  to  myself ,  and now al l  I  had to  do was f ind ‘em! 

Polaroids and a  small  j i f fy  bag of  hemp in hand,  I  headed 
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straight  to  the f irst  shal low,  snaggy bay by the car  park.  I 
nervously  peered over the fence,  standing on the f irst  wooden 
beam,  elevating me to  gain a  better  view of  the tap-clear 
water.  I  could not  bel ieve what  my eyes where channel l ing 
into my brain!  Carp soup!  First  there was a  good common of 
around the upper 20 mark,  tearing the s i l ty  bottom to shreds, 
accompanied by a  few mirrors  of  around the same size .  20 
yards to  the left ,  there was a  huge l inear  angri ly  charging up 
and down the margin.  At  one point ,  she turned sideways,  made 
eye contact  with me,  stared deep in  to  my soul  and powered 
off  in  to  the main body of  the lake.  She knew my intentions 
and knew it  was t ime to  go –  c lever  girl .  I  counted around 20 
f ish in  that  bay;  surely  i t  couldn’t  be this  easy?  My f irst  tr ip 
angl ing on this  notorious pit  and I ’d  found most  of  i ts  stock 
in  the f irst  nook I ’d  cared to  investigate… As the great  B .B 
advises:  ‘Cult ivate  your luck.’

I  was soon wheezing my way up to  the corner of  the f ish-f i l led 
bay,  the barrow laden with al l  the gear  I ’d  need for  my four-
day st int  on my newly discovered Shangri  La .  As  I  entered the 
t ight  swim as  stealthi ly  as  I  could,  another good f ish boshed 
out  no more than f i f teen yards from the bank –  i t  was going 
off !  Nervous wreck does not  quite  cover how I  was feel ing at 
this  stage;  I  was physical ly  shaking as  I  tr ied to  get  the r igs 
baited and check the sharpness of  the hooks.  Ouch!  Yeah they 
were sharp enough alr ight . 

The f irst  rod was shipped together,  and a  s imple braided 
bottom bait  r ig  was f l icked onto the c lear  area I ’d  seen the f ish 
tearing up not  half  an hour ago.  Deciding to  keep disturbance 
to  a  minimum due to  the c lose proximity of  the act ivity,  two 
rods would suff ice  for  t ime being,  so  a  pop-up was placed on a 
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weedier  spot  further out  in  the mouth of  the bay on the second 
carbon wand.  A handful  of  crumbed-up boi l ie  over  both areas , 
and I  was on the dancef loor.  After  ten minutes  sort ing al l  my 
kit  out ,  my brol ly  was f inal ly  ensconced among the bushes at 
the back of  the swim,  and with the summer sun beating down 
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on me as  I  took in  the atmosphere,  there was only  one thing 
for  i t  –  kett le  on,  lad! 

The f ish continued to  show themselves over  the next  couple 
of  hours as  I  watched them with a  brew or  two before I  noticed 
a  van approaching up the track.  I t  turned out  to  be none other 
than Gaz –  happy days .  He came over and sat  with me for  a 
while .  I  informed him that  the f ish were in  the area and they 
looked well  up for  i t ,  so  he decided to  pitch up a  couple  of 
swims down the bank.  After  sett ing up he was soon strol l ing 
into my swim with a  nice  cold can of  Stel la  for  my consumption. 
I  was happy to  obl ige ,  for  medicinal  purposes of  course (cough, 
cough!) .  Li fe  couldn’t  have been sweeter  at  that  moment for 
me –  a  good fr iend,  a  cold beer and carp for  company.  To add 
to  this  enjoyment ,  my old man decided to  turn up and drain 
my tea supplies  accompanied by another furry chum of  mine, 
our elderly  but  l ively  Doberman,  Cleo.  Cleo was my mum and 
dad’s  dog real ly,  but  she used to  love coming to  the lake with 
me,  and I ’d  have taken her more i f  not  for  old age and bad legs 
(the dog’s ,  not  mine,  I  should add) . 

Whilst  we were al l  sat  there in  the sun quiet ly  chatt ing, 
a  t icking noise began to  interrupt  our merriment .  I t  took a 
second before the penny dropped… ‘That ’s  my rod! ’  The bottom 
bait  that  I ’d  placed on the c lear  area to  the r ight  of  the bay 
was f izzing off .  I  was in ,  but  the alarm had fai led to  register 
the bite!  ‘F******  Delkims! ’  I  muttered under my breath,  but 
i t  mattered not  a  jot ;  I  was into a  carp!  After  a  spirited batt le , 
which involved the f ish taking out  my other rod,  we soon had 
the l i t t le  bl ighter  in  the net .  What  could i t  be?  My mind began 
to  race!  Was i t  the big  Lin I ’d  seen earl ier?  Was i t  the mythical 
monster  I ’d  heard tales  of ?  No… no,  i t  wasn’t !  I t  turned out 
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the local  town and under the inf luence of  a lcohol  was adamant 
she wanted to  come to the lake to  meet  him!  So,  she did just 
that ,  and about  an hour later,  this  rather  stout  young lady 
turned up via  taxi  with makeup layered on and heels  high.  I 
was taken aback by the whole thing;  the strangest  bit  being 
she turned up with a  protein shaker ful l  of  gin!  How? Why? 
Did she go out  in  town with this  monstrous goblet  or  did she 
pop home and pick i t  up on her  way? I  was quite  rel ieved when 
Gaz ushered her  off  to  his  bivvy,  protein shaker in  hand! 

Fool ishly,  I  thought  that  was the end of  i t ,  as  I  was left  to 
my own devices  so I  could carry on watching the water,  but 
alas  i t  was not .  Not  f i f teen minutes  had passed before I  heard 
‘Oooooow! Ahhhhhhhh!  Yesssss! ’  coming from the direction of 
my fr iend’s  swim.  Clearly,  they were going heels  to  Jesus or 
should I  say high heels  to  Jesus ,  in  a  one-man bivvy by a  c lub 
lake in  the middle  of  a  housing estate!  Her mother must  be 
so proud.  Some of  the noises  that  emanated from that  canvas 
shelter  during the hours of  darkness that  night  made me fear 
for  my l i fe!  Safe  to  say I  didn’t  obtain a  great  night ’s  s leep,  and 
at  around 6am whilst  I  was making my f irst  coffee of  the day to 
give me some much-needed energy,  I  witnessed my f irst  walk 
of  shame around a  carp lake.  My god how we giggled about 
that  l i t t le  i l l ic i t  bunk-up over bacon and eggs that  morning. 

On the f ishing front ,  not  much happened over the next  couple 
of  days in  that  int imate bay,  and between the small  mirror I ’d 
managed and the mating cal ls  through the f irst  night ,  the f ish 
had done the off .  Plus ,  the weather took a  s l ight  turn for  the 
worst ,  becoming cold and drizzly… Autumn was on i ts  way.  On 
the f inal  morning of  my tr ip ,  I ’d  seen a  few f ish show out  in  to 
the deeper water  of  the lake and decided to  move up into the 
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Burghfield Common
The sixth in our series of
Legendary Carp paintings is
none other than that awesome
creature, the Burghfield
Common. 

Only discovered in recent
years, Nigel Sharp rocked the
carp angling world when he
finally landed the beast after a
five-year campaign, during
which time he had only seen
this leviathan on a handful of
occasions. 

Regarded by many as the
original myth, there was much
speculation about its existence
at all, until it was finally
landed at an incredible weight
of 50lbs. 

Quite how it had evaded
capture for so many years is
still a mystery, but due to the
vast size of this huge gravel
pit, it simply became the
needle in the haystack. 

Once its existence was
verified by that first capture,
an army of the country’s top
carp anglers have invaded
Burghfield’s banks and some
feared its mystery would be
lost forever.

But no, this incredible beast
has still proven to be virtually
uncatchable with only a very
few captures in the past half a
dozen years. 

Undeniably a legend, this
beautiful animal well and truly
deserves its place in the Big
Carp Hall Of Fame. Coming
soon – the Royal Forty…

Strictly Limited to only 100
signed and numbered by the
artist.

The A3 prints are very modestly priced at only £25 and are available now on the Big Carp website www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk. Visit the site,
go to the shop and select the ‘Fine Art’ section. There is also more information on the rest of the series, which will be available at one to two-
month intervals, but I can tell you that the Black Mirror, the Burghfield Common, Heather, Jumbo, Jack, Mary, Clarissa, the Bishop, the Royal
Forty, the Fat Lady, Mary’s Mate etc are already on the list and we are up for any more favourites – just let us know – Rob Maylin

The Legendary Big Carp Series
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open water  in  front  of  the bank that  backed on to  the housing 
estate .  The rods were soon dispatched to  the area where I ’d 
seen the shows,  and I  got  sett led in  with a  brew at  around 8am 
l istening to  Talksport  on the radio discussing how shit  United 
are .  The t ime dragged i f  I ’m honest  with you,  and I  began to 
give up hope and started thinking of  gett ing home to my ever-
suffering girl fr iend for  some love and warmth.  Looking at  the 
t ime on my phone,  I  real ised i t  was 11.04am,  and with that ,  I 
started loading the barrow with the less  essential  i tems. 

Then out  of  the blue,  I  heard the Delkim burst  in  to  l i fe 
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ASH GEDEN

to  be what  I  can only  describe as  a  ‘character  f ish’,  a  mirror 
of  around 10lbs in  weight ,  only  one f in ,  and he looked as  old 
the hi l ls !  He must  have seen some batt les  in  his  l i fe ,  poor lad. 
One of  the lads nicknamed him Nemo after  that  capture,  as  he 
had never been seen before.  But  nonetheless  I  thought  he was 
pretty  cool ,  and more importantly,  I  was off  the mark.

After  I ’d  managed to  sort  both rods out  and get  them back 
on the spots ,  my dad and Cleo decided i t  was home t ime,  so 
they cl imbed back in  his  old estate  and headed home.  Gaz and 
I  were left  to  s i t  and enjoy a  few cold beers ,  taking in  the show 
Mother Nature was putt ing on before us .  At  this  point ,  my 
randy old mate decided to  show me a  few of  the girls  he was 
talking to  on Tinder.  One girl  in  part icular  was local  and very 
keen to  see him.  He told me that  she had been out  partying in 

(oh,  they ’ve decided to  work now).  Talk  about  last  knockings . 
Li f t ing into the take,  the Hearn Classic  took on a  sat isfying 
curve,  and from the off  i t  fe l t  a  good f ish .  I  led the s low,  heavy 
weight  to  the net  l ike  a  dog on a  lead,  and in  i t  went … over in 
less  than a  few minutes .  I  peered into the net  to  see my prize , 
and what  a  prize  i t  was –  deep in  frame and dark in  colour 
with a  smattering of  scales  along i ts  f lank –  safe  to  say i t  was 
a  proper one.  After  securing the net ,  I  went  over and let  Gaz 
know the good news,  so  he came over and helped me prep the 
mat  and camera ready for  the photoshoot .  Upon placing the 
carp on the mat ,  we had no other option but  to  stand in  awe of 
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what was laid out  before us .  Onyx black across  the shoulders , 
autumnal  orange along i ts  bel ly  and in  prist ine condit ion, 
she was a  proper lump!  I  hoisted her  deep frame up as  the 
DSLR cl icked away and then sl ipped the old girl  back in  to  her 
subsurface kingdom.  Needless  to  say I  was buzzing!  What  a 
way to  end my f irst  session.  After  packing away al l  my gear, 
st inking of  carp,  I  shook Gaz’s  hand and said goodbye before 
f loating home riding the carper’s  high.

As summer turned to  autumn and autumn turned to  winter,  I 
managed to  squeeze a  few more sessions in  before the end of 
that  year,  which rewarded me with a  couple  of  small  but  pretty 
commons and of  course some l iver  punishing socials  with Gaz 
and a  few of  the other  lads putt ing the t ime in  pursuing those 
special  leviathans.  As  we neared the fest ive season,  I  decided 
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not  to  put  myself  through a  punishing winter  campaign.  From 
what  I ’d  been told ,  the lake had no winter  form.  So instead, 
I  decided to  throw myself  into work and stack up as  much 
overtime as  I  could ready for  spring and devote my efforts  to 
a  ful l  season’s  assault  on this  demanding pit .

After  the usual  fest ive celebrations with fr iends and family, 
spring seemed to rol l  round pretty  quickly,  and the back end 
of  February saw some mild condit ions come our way.  I t  didn’t 
take much to  get  me and Nigel  out  for  a  walk round the lake,  and 
this  l i t t le  window real ly  had us  chomping at  the bit .  I  should 
also mention at  this  point  that  my other canine companion, 
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Cleo the Doberman,  took a  turn for  the worst  on the health 
front  around this  t ime and unfortunately  t ime caught  up with 
her  as  she passed away.  The last  t ime I  went  around to  my 
parents ’  house to  see her,  she could c learly  see my f ishing 
gear  in  the hal lway,  and she tr ied desperately  to  get  out  the 
door,  pining to  come with me,  but  her  back legs  were just  too 
weak to  carry her  as  she fel l  into my unhooking mat .  My dad 
told me that  was the f irst  t ime she had gotten out  of  her  bed 
for  two days .  Rest  in  peace,  old  girl… I  hope you are up on that 
big  lake in  the sky chasing squirrels  to  your hearts  content . 
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Here she is at last! Regarded by many as the ‘ultimate’ big carp, the stunning Black Mirror, captured here beneath

the Colnemere snags. The Black Mirror joins Bazil and Heather in our ‘legendary carp hall of fame’, soon to be

joined by other famous carp that have shaped our big carp heritage, starred alongside the UK’s most famous carp

anglers and made us all gasp at their beauty and give those who have dedicated their lives in pursuit of them, the

utmost respect. One of my favourite carp of all time – strong, dark and so very difficult to put on the mat. Once

again an absolute masterpiece, the one and only Black Mirror is available now as a small number of signed and

numbered prints (100). Anyone interested in this or any of the others take a look at the website.

At the very modest price of £25, this is a collection not to be missed. 

There will never be a collection like this again. Now is your only chance to own the history fish collection.

www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk

fine arts

Price £25.00 plus £8.00 Recorded Delivery and tube.
Call 01252 373658 for card payment or go to our website for secure Paypal payment.
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I  can assure you there wasn’t  a  dry eye in  the house,  but  l i fe 
goes on,  and with spring knocking at  the door,  Nigel  and I  had 
f ish to  f ind. 

On our f irst  trek of  the lake,  I  looked out  over  the rather  bleak 
sheet  of  water,  expecting to  see l i t t le  in  the way of  act ivity, 
when after  f i f teen minutes ,  I  saw a good f ish crash 80 or  90 
yards out  in  open water!  I t  just  goes to  show what  you can 
f ind i f  you take the t ime to  watch the water.  During the walk ,  I 
counted four shows,  one of  which was a  real  beast … It  was on! 
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The usual  wheels  were soon put  into motion when I  got  home 
– sharpening hooks,  ordering bait ,  c leaning out  tackle  bags 
and t ime off  work booked.  Well ,  I ’d  earned i t  after  a  winter  of 
overtime.  So,  the deal  was done,  and the f irst  week of  March 
signal led the start  of  a  ful l -blooded,  ful l  season onslaught .  I 
was prepared to  do everything in  my power to  put  those big 
girls  in  my photo album. 

The f irst  few sessions that  March didn’t  quite  go to  plan.  In 
al l  honesty,  I  blanked my arse off !  Then on my last  tr ip  of  that 
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month,  the weather and the carp gods smiled upon me.  I t  was 
a  midweek evening,  and I  was squeezing in  an overnighter.  You 
know what  i t ’s  l ike  at  that  t ime of  year  having to  pack up in  the 
cold ,  dark hours of  the morning just  so you can get  back to  the 
dreaded work and receive bits  of  paper to  l ive .  I ’d  had a  bit  of 
a  touch and managed to  get  of f  work early,  so  a  few hours of 
dayl ight  al lowed me to  get  about  the lake and hunt  my quarry. 
As  I  say,  the carp gods were indeed smil ing on me this  t ime 
and put  on a  show for  me that  had to  be seen to  be bel ieved. 
One after  another they breached the calm surface,  throwing 
themselves towards the drab sky t ime and t ime again! 

I  hurriedly  got  the gear  into the nearest  swim facing them and 
bodged together three septic  looking choddies ,  hands trembling 
once more (don’t  you just  love that  buzz!) .  A  few pub chucks 
and a  scattering of  boi l ies  later,  I  was once more ensconced 
in  a  l i t t le  hidey-hole  backing onto the dual  carriageway side 
of  the lake.  The noise was endless  and more irritat ing than a 
whinging Liverpool  fan.  Just  as  i t  was beginning to  get  dark,  my 
tea drinking routine was rudely  interrupted by the shri l l  tone 
of  my right-hand Nevi l le  (Yess ,  I  f inal ly  binned the Delkims!) . 
I  won’t  bore you with the detai ls  of  me playing the f ish ,  as 
I ’m sure you have heard i t  a l l  before ,  but  i t  was pretty  much 
standard procedure.  I  can tel l  you though,  that  beauti ful  carp 
lying in  the folds  of  my net  was nothing short  of  breathtaking, 
quite  c learly  standard for  this  place ,  and Mother Nature real ly 
does know how to craft  beauty.  The crowds of  passersby and 
dog walkers  began to  mount up in  my swim as  Gaz was once 
more on hand to  do the honours with the camera as  he snapped 
away at  another dark half  l inear,  her  scales  gl istening at  the 
bursts  of  l ight  from the f lash.  I t  was over al l  too soon,  as  she 
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swam back brist l ing with indignation.  After  al l  the blanks over 
the f irsts  few weeks,  I  was f inal ly  of f  the mark on what  was to 
become a  memorable  season.

Unfortunately,  due to  l imited space,  I  can’t  cover al l  my 
captures ,  tr ials  and tr ibulat ions that  unfolded that  year.  I 
could quite  happily  write  page after  page detai l ing i t  a l l ,  but 
rules  is  rules ,  so  a  story for  another t ime,  maybe? Hopeful ly 
the images accompanying this  piece can tel l  the story far 
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better  than I  could.  One of  the things I ’d  l ike  to  say at  this 
point  though is  that  I  met  so many great  fr iends old and new 
down there,  some real ly  good anglers  that  taught  me so much, 
not  just  about  f ishing but  l i fe  in  general .  Many BBQs and late 
night  chats  were had with a  great  group of  lads… you know 
who you are ,  and thanks for  the memories .  For  al l  i ts  faults 
and fai lures ,  this  watery l i t t le  lagoon real ly  was special .  I t  had 
i ts  own unique atmosphere,  and i t  represented everything to 
me that  carp f ishing should be. 

I  remember during that  summer that  a  longtime friend of  mine, 
Nath,  decided to  get  back into his  f ishing and accompanied me 
on many occasions.  Nath had served in the forces in  Afghanistan, 
and after  coming out  had had real  problems with PTSD,  and I 
know he was going through some real ly  dark t imes.  Just  gett ing 
out  in  the wilderness  away from the madness helped him to 
such a  degree,  and to  see the di f ference in  him when he was 
angl ing did my heart  good.  He even managed to  top i t  a l l  by 
catching two very elusive lumps in  a  week ( jammy l i t t le  git) . 
Good angl ing,  mate ,  and I  wil l  a lways cherish the moments  I 
spent  with you giggl ing away under the brol ly  that  summer. 
What  a  special  sport  we al l  have,  and we need to  cherish i t . 
Before I  f inish this  jamboree of  nonsense though,  I  wil l  detai l 
one special  capture.  I f  I  can cast  your mind back to  the start 
of  this  l i t t le  tale  and something about  eastern Europeans 
scrapping on the car  park…

After  al l  the hul labaloo of  the f ighting Pol ish,  a  good fr iend, 
Chris ,  popped into my swim to see how I  was doing,  carrying 
his  usual  l ightweight  setup that  didn’t  even include a  bedchair 
or  barrow.  ‘How ’s  i t  going,  mate? ’  he said in  his  south coast 
accent .  We had a  good old laugh with a  can of  c ider  over the 
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events  that  I ’d  just  seen unfold.  Chris  necked the last  of  his 
cold drink and bid me a  farewell ,  as  i t  was the early  hours 
of  the morning and he needed to  get  set  up ASAP.  As  he left , 
we both agreed to  do the honours i f  e i ther  of  us  were lucky 
during the hours of  darkness .  My eyes were gett ing heavy by 
now,  and i t  was t ime to  give in  and get  reacquainted with my 
sleeping bag.  I  was just  dri f t ing off  when I  was interrupted 
by a  short  burst  from the Nevi l le .  The dreaded bream was my 
init ial  thought ,  so  grudgingly,  I  peeped out  of  the s ide of  my 
bag to  see the bobbin wedged t ight  up to  the buzzer and the 
l ine departed from its  c l ip .  I  real ly  was not  enthral led at  the 
idea of  unhooking a  snotty  at  this  ungodly hour as  I  s lowly 
put  my trainers  on and ambled to  the rods,  but  upon l i f t ing 
into the offending rod,  I  fe l t  a  huge dead weight  that  I  couldn’t 
shift  –  whatever i t  was i t  was weeded up!  Steady pressure was 
applied for  a  good twenty seconds when I  fe lt  a  thud,  then 
another and then another… I  was steadi ly  winching i t  back 
towards me.  This  process  was repeated a  few t imes before 
a  huge green bal l  of  Canadian bobbed up in  the inky black 
margin.  Bearing in  mind at  this  point  I  st i l l  thought  i t  was a 
bream,  I  was pleased to  see a  few scales  amongst  the mess 
of  weed as  i t  went  over  the net  cord.  Happy days… must  be a 
l i t t le  mirror  that  put  up l i t t le  resistance due to  his  eyes being 
covered,  I  thought .  I  seemed to spend forever pul l ing away 
fronds of  weed from my net  unti l  I  came to real ise  the ‘ l i t t le 
mirror ’  was about  three feet  long!  I  removed more fol iage 
and f l icked on my head torch to  be greeted by row after  row 
of  huge scales  embedded in  i ts  long dark f lanks.  Instantly  I 
recognised what  lay before me… It  was none other than the 
big  l inear  I  had seen the previous summer!  I  sent  up the shout 
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and pumped my f ist  in  tr iumph.  Chris  had obviously  heard 
my ramblings ,  as  he rang me a  second or  two later… ‘What ’s 
going on,  mush? You had one?’  I  explained the s ituation,  and 
he assured me he’d be round in  two minutes .  I  left  the f ish 
securely  in  the folds  of  the net  while  I  calmed myself  down 
and got  al l  the usual  bits  and pieces  sorted.  Things had to  be 
spot-on for  my encounter  with what  in  my humble opinion is 
the best  carp in  the Midlands.  Once on the sea of  soaked mats ,  I 
treated that  beauti ful  creature as  i f  i t  were one of  my chi ldren, 
gently  removing my l i t t le  hook and treating the hold.  Then i t 
was t ime for  the paparazzi  session,  as  f lash after  f lash,  the 
camera cl icked away.  Chris  must  have taken a  hundred shots 
that  night ,  and what  job he did as  wel l .  For  night  shots ,  he 
did himself  proud.  Cheers ,  mate… not  bad for  a  Southampton 
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fan!  After  she was safely  returned,  i t  seemed to be over al l 
too soon.  Nothing left  but  photos and the memories ,  and what 
fond memories  I  have,  but  as  I  said earl ier,  nothing that  good 
can last  forever.

At  this  point ,  you are probably wondering why the lake was 
referred to  as  ‘The Pett ing Zoo’.  Well ,  as  of  November 2017,  the 
c lub that  ran the pit ,  in  their  inf inite  wisdom,  decided to  pol lute 
this  special  place with nearly  three hundred wrong’uns!  As  I 
s i t  here writ ing this  in  mid-Apri l  2018,  I ’m hearing reports 
of  the old originals  going bel ly  up due to  disease and poor 
treatment  of  the water  and the f ish!  You see when you put 
the wrong type of  f ish in  a  f ishery,  you attract  the wrong type 
of  angler!  Bearing in  mind that  during my adventure I  only 
came across  eight  or  nine lads putt ing in  any serious t ime,  a l l 
capable  anglers  looking after  the lake and i ts  inhabitants .  Now 
the place is  jam-packed day in ,  day out  by the new breed of 
‘urban carper’.  I ’m sure you know the type –  everything Korda, 
a  bi f ta  constantly  on the go the s ize  of  a  Cornetto and a  brand-
new set  of  3ft  Scopes!  The local  newspaper has been down to 
report  on the act ivit ies  of  these cretins ,  from excessive l i t ter 
to  swans mangled in  cut  of f  l ines!  The day the music  died. 

So ,  what  does the future of  carp angl ing hold for  us  al l? 
Well ,  I  have found solace in  an untouched 20-acre estate  lake 
in  deepest ,  darkest  Shropshire  –  a  s ight  for  sore eyes ,  I  can 
assure you.  And to  al l  the tradit ional ists  out  there I  say,  keep 
the f lag  f lying high,  there’s  a lways a  new wrinkle  in  something 
old ,  and i f  I  bump into you on the bank some day,  you know 
the procedure… Get  that  kett le  on,  lad!  Stay lucky.

“You can’t  beat  death,  but  you can beat  death in  l i fe .”  –  Charles 
Bukowski . 

SI LLEWELLYN



F R E E L I N E   1 2 4

fan!  After  she was safely  returned,  i t  seemed to be over al l 
too soon.  Nothing left  but  photos and the memories ,  and what 
fond memories  I  have,  but  as  I  said earl ier,  nothing that  good 
can last  forever.

At  this  point ,  you are probably wondering why the lake was 
referred to  as  ‘The Pett ing Zoo’.  Well ,  as  of  November 2017,  the 
c lub that  ran the pit ,  in  their  inf inite  wisdom,  decided to  pol lute 
this  special  place with nearly  three hundred wrong’uns!  As  I 
s i t  here writ ing this  in  mid-Apri l  2018,  I ’m hearing reports 
of  the old originals  going bel ly  up due to  disease and poor 
treatment  of  the water  and the f ish!  You see when you put 
the wrong type of  f ish in  a  f ishery,  you attract  the wrong type 
of  angler!  Bearing in  mind that  during my adventure I  only 
came across  eight  or  nine lads putt ing in  any serious t ime,  a l l 
capable  anglers  looking after  the lake and i ts  inhabitants .  Now 
the place is  jam-packed day in ,  day out  by the new breed of 
‘urban carper’.  I ’m sure you know the type –  everything Korda, 
a  bi f ta  constantly  on the go the s ize  of  a  Cornetto and a  brand-
new set  of  3ft  Scopes!  The local  newspaper has been down to 
report  on the act ivit ies  of  these cretins ,  from excessive l i t ter 
to  swans mangled in  cut  of f  l ines!  The day the music  died. 

So ,  what  does the future of  carp angl ing hold for  us  al l? 
Well ,  I  have found solace in  an untouched 20-acre estate  lake 
in  deepest ,  darkest  Shropshire  –  a  s ight  for  sore eyes ,  I  can 
assure you.  And to  al l  the tradit ional ists  out  there I  say,  keep 
the f lag  f lying high,  there’s  a lways a  new wrinkle  in  something 
old ,  and i f  I  bump into you on the bank some day,  you know 
the procedure… Get  that  kett le  on,  lad!  Stay lucky.

“You can’t  beat  death,  but  you can beat  death in  l i fe .”  –  Charles 
Bukowski . 

SI LLEWELLYN SI LLEWELLYN



BIG CARP
WATERCOLOUR  CARP  PA INT INGS

The Legendary Big Carp Series

presents

‘Heather The Leather’ – The jewel of the Blackwater Valley. She is THE Yateley Car Park Lake legend; a
fish that shaped and changed the lives of some of the greatest carp anglers this country has ever known.
Pete Springate, Robin Dix, Ritchie MacDonald, Jock White, Terry Pethybridge, Nigel Sharpe, Terry Hearn…
the list goes on of anglers who devoted weeks, months and years of their lives in pursuit of the queen of

the lake. She has gone now; gone to that great carp lake in the sky, but here, thanks to one of the county’s
most talented young artists, she has been brought back to life for all to wonder at her beauty… I am

proud to bring you No. 2 in the Big Carp Legendary Fish series – Heather – God save the Queen!

www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk

fine arts

Price £25.00 plus £8.00 Recorded Delivery and tube.
Call 01252 373658 for card payment or go to our website for secure Paypal payment.



BIG CARP
WATERCOLOUR  CARP  PA INT INGS

The Legendary Big Carp Series

presents

‘Heather The Leather’ – The jewel of the Blackwater Valley. She is THE Yateley Car Park Lake legend; a
fish that shaped and changed the lives of some of the greatest carp anglers this country has ever known.
Pete Springate, Robin Dix, Ritchie MacDonald, Jock White, Terry Pethybridge, Nigel Sharpe, Terry Hearn…
the list goes on of anglers who devoted weeks, months and years of their lives in pursuit of the queen of

the lake. She has gone now; gone to that great carp lake in the sky, but here, thanks to one of the county’s
most talented young artists, she has been brought back to life for all to wonder at her beauty… I am

proud to bring you No. 2 in the Big Carp Legendary Fish series – Heather – God save the Queen!

www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk

fine arts

Price £25.00 plus £8.00 Recorded Delivery and tube.
Call 01252 373658 for card payment or go to our website for secure Paypal payment.

BIG CARP
WATERCOLOUR  CARP  PA INT INGS

The Legendary Big Carp Series

presents

‘Heather The Leather’ – The jewel of the Blackwater Valley. She is THE Yateley Car Park Lake legend; a
fish that shaped and changed the lives of some of the greatest carp anglers this country has ever known.
Pete Springate, Robin Dix, Ritchie MacDonald, Jock White, Terry Pethybridge, Nigel Sharpe, Terry Hearn…
the list goes on of anglers who devoted weeks, months and years of their lives in pursuit of the queen of

the lake. She has gone now; gone to that great carp lake in the sky, but here, thanks to one of the county’s
most talented young artists, she has been brought back to life for all to wonder at her beauty… I am

proud to bring you No. 2 in the Big Carp Legendary Fish series – Heather – God save the Queen!

www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk

fine arts

Price £25.00 plus £8.00 Recorded Delivery and tube.
Call 01252 373658 for card payment or go to our website for secure Paypal payment.




