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When I look through the catch reports 

and articles it’s amazing to see how many 

beautiful big carp there are around the 

country. Back in the early 80s we often 

had to travel hundred’s of miles in search 

of a 40lb+ carp - and that was even if you 

could get a ticket for the water!! Now, just 

about every pond around the country has 

a 40 in it.  Even that il lusive 50lb barrier 

isn’t an unrealistic target these days. The 

sport has never been in such a great place.  

It was great to see the Waterside Common 

take the British record. That fish has been  

in line for some time now and anyone can 

fish for it on a day ticket!!

So how is our season going? If you’re on 

a roll or bagged your target why not share 

your story in Big Carp.
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BIG CARP and FREE LINE ADVERTISING PRICES SLASHED!
SOCIAL MEDIA ADVERTISING NOT AS EFFECTIVE?
Want to grow your business? We can put your products in f ront  of  a 
massive new audience.  Emai l  me at  info@bigcarpmagazine.co.uk or  cal l  me 
07768731425 for  the latest  deal .
I  promise you i ts  cheaper than you think.  Both magazines are FREE! Our 
readership is  HUGE!
Join me in the UK’s favourite carp magazines with over  40 years of 
experience in carp f ishing publ icat ions. 
Rob Mayl in
See both magazines FREE here -  www.freel inemagazine.com
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What an absolute masterpiece from Mike 

Nixon, who landed this  incredible looking 

common carp weighing 68lb 8oz on 1st 

May at  Waterside Fishery.   The record 

has now been of f ic ia l ly  conf i rmed by 

the Angl ing Trust .  https://angl ingtrust .

n e t / 2 0 2 6 / 0 6 / 1 1 / b r i t i s h - c a r p - r e c o r d / 

Mike caught this  magnif icent f ish using 

the Harr ison Acurix 2.75lb, a  rod he 

has trusted ever  s ince i ts  re lease many 

years ago Everyone at  Harr ison Rods is 

immensely proud of  this  achievement , 

wel l  done !!!  

NEW UK 
RECORD 
CARP 
FOR 
MIKE
NIXON
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COUNTRYSIDE 
QUALIFICATION 
COMING TO SCHOOLS

This coming September 

marks a major milestone 

for the Angling and the 

Countryside qualification, 

as schools in England and 

Wales begin piloting this 

exciting new programme. 

Read more...  https://

anglingtradesassociation.com/

Big Carp 9
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We’re delighted to welcome Tom 

Maker Carp Angler to the Daiwa 

Team.

A highly respected angler with 

an incredible track record on 

some of the country’s most 

challenging venues, Tom will be 

fishing exclusively with Daiwa 

reels for all of his carp angling 

moving forward.

Tom said “Joining the Daiwa 

brand is a huge honour for me and 

I am very excited to be on board 

using their reels exclusively.

TOM MAKER JOINS 
TEAM DAIWA

Over my years angl ing I  have 

been fortunate enough to use 

some of  Daiwas big pit  reels 

f rom the more budget f r iendly 

ones r ight  up to the f lagship 

Basias, a l l  of  which have been 

absolutely fault less and a joy 

to use.

I  don’t  think anyone can 

dispute that  Daiwa reels  are 

some of  the f inest  carp f ishing 

reels  avai lable on the market 

and having recent ly  been 

invited up to HQ and being 

given the opportunity to see 

what’s  in the pipel ine the 

future is  very excit ing indeed!

I  would l ike to take this 

opportunity to thank Daiwa 

for  the support  and I ’m am 

super excited to be working 

closely and forming a long 

last ing re lat ionship with one 

of  the best  reel  manufacturers 

in the world of  angl ing.”
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We’re celebrat ing £10mil l ion 

of  investment f rom f ishing 

l icence income! Since 2015, 

the Fisheries Improvement 

Programme has helped del iver 

thousands of  improvements 

that  benef i t  anglers  and the 

£10M E.A. INVESTMENT 
FROM ANGLERS LICENCES

communit ies around them. 

From stabi l is ing eroding 

r iverbanks and restor ing 

overgrown ponds to instal l ing 

accessible f ishing plat forms 

and planting thousands of 

t rees.
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ULTIMATE CARP 
SOCIAL 2026 TICKET 
DRAW OPEN 

Tickets  fo r  th i s  year ’s 

p r i ze  d raw are  now on  sa le. 

4  lucky  winners  wi l l  j o in 

Ter ry  Hearn , Oz  Ho lness , 

Tom Stokes  Ang le r  and 

Nick  He l leur  fo r  a  weekend 

sess ion  a t  Read ing  & Dis t r ic t 

Ang l ing  Assoc ia t ion  -  RDAA 

‘s  spectacu la r  Junct ion  12 

venue.  Tickets  a re  s t i l l  jus t  £2 

-  f ind  out  more  and  get  yours 

a t  h t tps : / /ang l ingt rus t .net /

u l t i m a t e - c a r p - s o c i a l - 2 0 2 6 / 

Korda  Deve lopments  S t icky 

Ba i t s  Th ink ing  Ang le rs  ESP 

Carpgear
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Farnham AS Membership 
Despite  some rumours  apparent ly 
c irculat ing about  Farnham AS 
having put  in  place  a  membership 
cap,  we can conf irm that  is  not 
the  case.  We can a lso  conf irm that 
despite  some peoples  misguided 
previous  claims that  our 
membership exceeds  4 ,500,  5 ,000 
and even 7 ,000 this  season !  ,  our 
membership remains  open and is 
below 3 ,500 at  present .  Indeed, 
i t  wi l l  most  l ikely  be  below 3 ,700 
at  the  end of  the  season,  which 
is  where  it  has  remained for 
the  last  3-seasons .  Indeed,  our 
membership has  only  exceeded 
4 ,000 members  on 3  occas ions , 
for  the  2013/14 season af ter  we 
had just  purchased our  Yateley 
East  & S outh C omplexes  (which 
have  been invested in  heavi ly  over 
the  last  14  years) ,  and in  both 
2020/21 & 2021/21 due to  the 

pandemic.  If  you wish to  become a 
member  and enjoy the  f ishing and 
faci l i t ies  we of fer  our  members , 
which many bel ieve  is  unbeatable 
va lue  and which includes  some 
superb and var ied f isher ies , 
please  just  use  the  l ink below. 
h t t p s : / / f a r n h a m a n g l i n g s o c i e t y.
c lubmate.co.uk/register  Just 
fol low the  s imple  instruct ions  and 
provide  a  dig ita l  ‘passpor t  sty le’ 
photograph.  Payment  is  accepted 
f rom a l l  major  Credit  & Debit 
Cards ,  Direct  Debit ,  Apple  Pay and 
Google  Pay.  L ast  season’s  members 
who have  not  yet  renewed and 
intend to  do so  should ac t  before 
1st  June 2026 to  avoid having to 
pay the  Joining Fee  again,  as  your 
membership wi l l  be  deemed to 
have  lapsed as  of  31st  May 2026. 
Enjoy your  f ishing ,  whether  it  be 
with  Farnham AS or  e lsewhere. 
Ian Gray,  Honorar y  S ecretar y

FARNHAM 
MEMBERSHIP NOT 
CAPPED
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In a  spor t  where  opportunity  can 
of ten depend on who you know, 
where  you f ish ,  or  whether  the 
r ight  doors  ever  open,  PegSlam is 
doing something di f ferent .  It  i s 
creat ing those  opportunit ies  f rom 
the  ground up.

Bui lt  around junior  compet it ion, 
development  and v is ibi l ity, 
PegSlam has  quick ly  establ ished 
itse l f  as  one of  the  most  excit ing 
grassroots  concepts  in  UK carp 
f ishing .  What  star ted as  an idea  to 
g ive  young anglers  a  fair  chance 
to  exper ience  proper  specimen-
sty le  compet it ion has  evolved into 
something much bigger :  a  plat form 
designed to  inspire ,  support  and 
develop the  next  generat ion of 
carp anglers .
At  a  t ime when the  future  of 
the  spor t  depends on br inging 

younger  people  through,  PegSlam 
is  proving that  junior  carp f ishing 
can be competit ive, inclusive, 

modern and ful l  of  potentia l .

www.pegslam.com

PEGSLAM: 
SHAPING THE NEXT 
GENERATION OF 
CARP ANGLERS
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ATOMIC
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TUNGSTEN
TUBING

A n o t h e r  n e w  p r o d u c t  t h a t 

h a s  c r e p t  i n t o  t h e  r a n g e  o f 

l a t e  i s  t h e  u p d a t e d  Tu n g s t e n 

R i g  Tu b i n g.

3  b r a n d  n e w  c o l o u r s  m a t c h e d 

t o  o u r  L e a d  C l i p  s y s t e m s 

c o v e r i n g  y o u  f o r  a l l  b a s e s .

T h e  n e w  G r a v e l  B r o w n 

Tu n g s t e n  R i g  Tu b i n g  r e p l a c e s 

t h e  o r i g i n a l  S i l t  B r o w n .  M a d e 

l i g h t e r, m o r e  g r a v e l  l i k e  a n d 

m o r e  i n  s y n c  w i t h  o u t  3  w a y 

c o l o u r  f a d e  t h r o u g h  o u r  L e a d 

C l i p  s y s t e m s .

T h e  n e w  We e d  G r e e n  h a s 

a l s o  h a d  a  f a c e l i f t  m a k i n g  i t 

a  d e e p e r  m o r e  d a r k e r  g r e e n 

a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  n e w  S i l t  G r e y 

a g a i n  b e i n g  m a d e  a  d e e p e r 

d a r k e r  g r e y.

T h e  s a m e  f o r m u l a  h a s  b e e n 

u s e d  m e a n i n g  i t s  s t i l l  a n 

a b s o l u t e  d r e a m  t o  t h r e a d 

t i m e  a n d  t i m e  a g a i n  a n d 

t h e  u s u a l  # A t o m i c Ta c k l e 

7 0 / 3 0  Tu n g s t e n  m i x  m e a n s 

i t s  s u p e r  h e a v y  b u t  r e m a i n s 

s u p p l e.

A l l  3  n e w  c o l o u r s  a r e  O U T 

N OW !

• www.atomictackle.co.uk

• RRP: £7.99
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One clip.  Two settings. Total 

control .Whether you need 

to retain your lead or drop 

it  instantly in demanding 

situations, the Uni Lead Clip 

adapts with a simple rotation 

of the internal mechanism. No 

tai l  rubber needed, maximum 

fish safety Dual-setting lead 

TAC-TEC

BigCarp 26

RIDGEMONKEY
CONNEXXION
UNI CLIP

retention system

Fish-safe discharge under 

pressure

Works with Size 8 swivels, QC 

swivels & f lexi r ings

Tested in the toughest angling 

conditions

www.ridgemonkey.co.uk

RRP £6.75
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W i t h  c a r p  s p a w n i n g 

e v e r y w h e r e  o v e r  t h e  l a s t 

m o n t h ,  a n d  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e 

p o s t - s p a w n  f e e d  u p  t o 

f o l l o w, i t ’ s  h i g h l y  l i k e l y  t h a t 

s o m e  f i s h  y o u  m i g h t  c a t c h 

w i l l  s h o w  s i g n s  o f  d a m a g e 

f r o m  t h e i r  a n n u a l  r i t u a l .

S p a w n i n g  o f t e n  t a k e s  p l a c e 

i n  s n a g s ,  r e e d s ,  w e e d b e d s , 

s h a l l o w  g r a v e l  a r e a s  e t c  s o 

l i f t e d  s c a l e s ,  c u t s ,  g r a z e s 

ESP CARP 
DOCTOR
ANITSEPTIC 
TREATMENT

Big Carp  29

e t c.  a r e  c o m m o n p l a c e.

E S P  C a r p  D o c t o r  i s  a n 

e f f e c t i v e,  e a s y  t o  u s e 

a n t i s e p t i c  s p r a y  f o r  c a r p 

a n d  o t h e r  f r e s h w a t e r  f i s h . 

Fo r  t r e a t m e n t  o f  s p a w n i n g 

d a m a g e,  p l u s  b a c t e r i a l 

i n f e c t i o n s  s u c h  a s  f i n  r o t , 

u l c e r s  a n d  h o o k  m a r k s .

E a s y  t o  a p p l y  u s i n g  t h e 

a t o m i z e r  s p r a y,  C a r p  D o c t o r 

w o r k s  o n  c o n t a c t .  S u p p l i e d 

i n  a  h a n d y,  e a s y  t o  s t o r e 

5 0 m l  b o t t l e.  

w w w. e s p - c a r p g e a r. c o m

R R P  £ 9 . 9 9

TAC-TEC
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e v e r y w h e r e  o v e r  t h e  l a s t 

m o n t h ,  a n d  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e 

p o s t - s p a w n  f e e d  u p  t o 

f o l l o w, i t ’ s  h i g h l y  l i k e l y  t h a t 
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w i l l  s h o w  s i g n s  o f  d a m a g e 

f r o m  t h e i r  a n n u a l  r i t u a l .

S p a w n i n g  o f t e n  t a k e s  p l a c e 

i n  s n a g s ,  r e e d s ,  w e e d b e d s , 

s h a l l o w  g r a v e l  a r e a s  e t c  s o 

l i f t e d  s c a l e s ,  c u t s ,  g r a z e s 

ESP CARP 
DOCTOR
ANITSEPTIC 
TREATMENT
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CATCH REPORTS

Andy Askew reports , “ I  was able to catch the f ish of  my 
dreams for  the last  two years.  A f ish that’s  completely 
unique and f rom a unique lake too!  Often cal led a 
marmite lake, I  could certainly cal l  i t  something else, 
I  loved to hate i t  but  in a l l  honesty a l ready miss i t .  As 
a weekend angler  is  no joke there.  Massive respect 
to the guys who f ish i t , I  met some fantast ic  f r iends 
in my t ime there.  For  me i t  was something that  made 
the lake a lot  more tolerable.  When they get  their  day/
capture i t ’ l l  a lso make my day for  sure.  Also thanks 
to the guys who were there for  my capture.  Everyone 
helped a lot  and everyone was buzzing to see the f ish, 
I  real ly  appreciated that .”

DREAMDREAM
COMES COMES 

TRUETRUE



CATCH REPORTS

Andy Askew reports , “ I  was able to catch the f ish of  my 
dreams for  the last  two years.  A f ish that’s  completely 
unique and f rom a unique lake too!  Often cal led a 
marmite lake, I  could certainly cal l  i t  something else, 
I  loved to hate i t  but  in a l l  honesty a l ready miss i t .  As 
a weekend angler  is  no joke there.  Massive respect 
to the guys who f ish i t , I  met some fantast ic  f r iends 
in my t ime there.  For  me i t  was something that  made 
the lake a lot  more tolerable.  When they get  their  day/
capture i t ’ l l  a lso make my day for  sure.  Also thanks 
to the guys who were there for  my capture.  Everyone 
helped a lot  and everyone was buzzing to see the f ish, 
I  real ly  appreciated that .”

DREAMDREAM
COMES COMES 

TRUETRUE

BigCarp 35

‘TEN‘TEN
SHUN!!SHUN!!

CATCH REPORTS

Army Dave with an absolute belter… landing the 
famous “Ti l ly” f rom Bluebel l  Lakes – 53lb 6oz!

Snaggy Pit  success for  : 
Liam Gingel l 

LIAM’SLIAM’S
LUNKERLUNKER



CATCH REPORTS

CIRCLECIRCLE
OF LIFEOF LIFE

Alex Roden with 
circ le  scale From 
the notor ious 
swan lake down 
at  the bluebel l 
lakes complex

Mark Sissons showing us how it ’s  done with his  reward of  53.4 lb 
f rom the Lower lake

I.O.W. I.O.W. 
WHACKERWHACKER
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KENTKENT
KRACKERKRACKER
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Jon Smith is  “St i l l  buzzing f rom catching this 
big gir l  at  55lb & Ounces f rom my Kent Syndicate”

Kamil  Konopka a few weeks back on B1 landed one 
of  the big gir ls  at  49lb 11oz, 

B1B1
BOMBERBOMBER
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Blaise Pr ice with Peaches at  44lb 4oz.  Over the course of 
13 nights he managed to land 43 carp -7 fort ies, 26 thirt ies 
and 10 twenties.  A spring I ’ l l  never  forget

BLAZE OF BLAZE OF 
GLORYGLORY
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THAMES VALLEYTHAMES VALLEY
BEAUTYBEAUTY

Gavin  Campbe l l , w i th  a  t ru ly 
b reathtak ing  53 lb+  mi r ro r  f rom 
a  l a rge  & very  notab le  low s tock 
Thames  Va l ley  p i t
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SO SO 
CLOSECLOSE

A big Kingsmead 
mirror, this  t ime i t ’s  The 
Birthday Fish, another 
one that’s  knockin’  on 
the door of  50lb

CALLUM’SCALLUM’S
BESTBEST

Cal lum Westhead with the 
much sort  after  Hardwick 
Lin at  44lb!  What a carp.
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A big Kingsmead 
mirror, this  t ime i t ’s  The 
Birthday Fish, another 
one that’s  knockin’  on 
the door of  50lb

CALLUM’SCALLUM’S
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Cal lum Westhead with the 
much sort  after  Hardwick 
Lin at  44lb!  What a carp.

CATCH REPORTS

PHIL’S FAB 50 PHIL’S FAB 50 
FROM OAK LAKEFROM OAK LAKE

BigCarp 43

Phi l  Hopkins with a 
great  session on Oak 
lake including the 
Linear  at  51lb 2oz 
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PRETTYPRETTY
DECENTDECENT

Anthony Jones 
with The Pretty 
Sutton at 52.04lb

BRADLEY’SBRADLEY’S
BANGERBANGER

Will  Bradley 
“Carp l ike this are 
special  creatures 
indeed “
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ELSON’S BIGGY ELSON’S BIGGY 
FOR SIMONFOR SIMON

BigCarp 46

Simon Fowler  banked this  incredible 
scaley mirror  t ipping the scales at  41lbs 

CATCH REPORTS

BigCarp 47

A proper chunk for  Greg Kersch 

Darrel l  Peck 
L o n g r e a c h ’ s 
Starburst  at  52.1

DYNAMODYNAMO
AT 42AT 42

WITHIN WITHIN 
REACHREACH
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CATCH REPORTS

A-TEAMA-TEAM Matt Hopkins  
bagged the Big Gir l!!!  
Mrs T weighing in at 
42lb 8oz 

B1 PBB1 PB Fishing on B1, 
Dave Radford has 
landed one of  the 
big gir ls  at  his  new 
PB at  50lb 4oz!! 



CATCH REPORTS

A-TEAMA-TEAM Matt Hopkins  
bagged the Big Gir l!!!  
Mrs T weighing in at 
42lb 8oz 

B1 PBB1 PB Fishing on B1, 
Dave Radford has 
landed one of  the 
big gir ls  at  his  new 
PB at  50lb 4oz!! 

CATCH REPORTS

BigCarp 49



CATCH REPORTS

BLOWING BLOWING 
BUBBLESBUBBLES

Robert  Gurney 5 years on my 
wanted l ist…’bubbles‘  @44.8 

SOCIETYSOCIETY
SCORCHERSCORCHER

Mike Stevens with 
a chunk this  week at 
43lb f rom farr iersBigCarp 50



CATCH REPORTS

BLOWING BLOWING 
BUBBLESBUBBLES

Robert  Gurney 5 years on my 
wanted l ist…’bubbles‘  @44.8 

SOCIETYSOCIETY
SCORCHERSCORCHER

Mike Stevens with 
a chunk this  week at 
43lb f rom farr iersBigCarp 50

CATCH REPORTS

BigCarp 51

SPRING SPRING 
STARSTAR

A mega spot of  Spring angl ing for  Ryan Waring. 
The highly sought after  Longreach Starburst 

HI-JACKHI-JACK Bil ly  Br ickel l 
managed to bag 
his  target  f ish ‘ ’Hi-
Jack’’  -  a l l  43lb of  i t .

.



CATCH REPORTS

MANOR’SMANOR’S
FULLYFULLY

Carl  Freshwater 
with the big 
ful ly  f rom Linear 
Manor farm 
@47lb+.

KING OFKING OF
THE THE 
PONDPOND

Jon Wil l iams with Black spot  at  57.10
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NICENICE
STARTSTART

Dan Coffey banked 
this  rather  cool  and 
uniquely coloured 
l inear  t ipping the 
scales at  45lbs+ 

BigCarp 54

Al Patterson  with a 
53lb Mirror NICENICE

ONE ALONE AL
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Here are a few cracking carp Harry Nixon has had f rom his 
local  canal  over  recent tr ips — proper qual i ty  specimens 
and exact ly  what canal  f ishing is  a l l  about! 

GO GO 
HARRY!!HARRY!!
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EXCLUSIVE

I  started looking at  the 

famous Bluebel l  complex in 

2022.  I ’d long been aware 

of  the cal ibre of  f ish i t  had 

produced -  certainly some of 

the best  looking f ish you could 

f ind anywhere, they always 

looked immaculate which 

was one of  the key elements 

that  drew me in.  The l ist  of 

prerequisites that  I  need to 

f ish a water  might surpr ise 

some;  at  the very top of  that 

is  condit ion, speci f ical ly 

mouths.  I f  the f ish don’t  t ick 

this  box then I  s imply won’t 

f ish there.  A very c lose second 

is  the general  look of  the f ish; 

again i f  the f ish doesn’t  excite 

me by how it  looks then I  am 

not interested in catching i t , 

no matter  how big i t  is . 

The Bluebel l  f ish had i t  a l l 

-  they were immaculate a l l 

over, they looked incredible 

and they were big too.  Being 

accessible on a day t icket 

made i t  quite a rar i ty  -  f ish of 

that  prest ige normal ly  being 

the mainstay of  exclusive 

syndicates.  The complex has 

been one of  the most popular 

day t icket  complexes in the 

UK for  the last  30 years. 

The or iginal  owner, Tony 

Bridgefoot  who is  sadly no 

longer with us, created a 

stunning complex of  5  lakes, 
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al l  with super c lear  water  and 

healthy weed growth, f lanked 

in rol l ing countryside by the 

intertwining River  Nene.  The 

lakes have held f ish f rom 10 to 

wel l  over  60lbs, contain snags, 

thick weed and have seen al l 

sty les of  angl ing pract iced 

by al l  levels  of  angler.  How 

have the carp maintained 

such revered condit ion and 

what I  refer  to as ‘stock 

pond mouths’? The answer is 

s imple -  s ince opening, Tony 

has placed (and enforced)  a 

barbless only pol icy on al l  the 

lakes.  That one simple rul ing 

el iminated al l  tether ing and 

towing.  Any naysayers who 

argue that  the opposite is 

t rue and that  barbless hooks 

damage f ish wi l l  have their 

argument total ly  destroyed 

by the Bluebel l  model .  I t  is 

a  perfect  t ime capsule of  30 

plus years of  super pressured 

barbless hook angl ing and the 

f ish are without exception, 

immaculate.  Some places have 

barbless rul ings in name only 

and people point  to those and 

ask how are the f ish damaged 

-  s imple, many are barbless 

in name only, whereas at 

Bluebel l  the management wi l l 

check r igs proactively and 

ban anyone f lout ing the rules. 

We al l  want to catch amazing 

looking, f lawless f ish don’t 

we? At this  complex you can! 

One of  the things I  love about 

the place is  that  after  the 

morning rush, you don’t  often 

see people walking about. 

The mown grassy banks tend 

to be quiet  and the place feels 

more l ike a syndicate than a 

day t icket .  The surroundings 

are peaceful , secluded and 

immaculately kept by the 

management team overseen 

by J immy -  now the owner - 

and head bai l i f f  Trev.  Together 

they work with Phi l  and the 

rest  of  the team in a never 

ending task of  keeping such 

a huge estate looking l ike a 

giant  garden.  January or  June, 

hai l  or  sun, they wi l l  be out 

there working.  A truly great 

BigCarp 59BigCarp 59

EXCLUSIVE

Swan sunset
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bunch of  people -  passionate 

and hard working. 

With a campaign having 

ended in 2021 and the lack 

of  any syndicate t ickets, I 

was forced to look at  the day 

t icket  circuit  for  my angl ing 

and Bluebel l  seemed the 

perfect  choice.  I ’d started the 

Carp Academy project  in 2022 

and with the main premise 

being how to target  pressured 

day t ickets I  decided to vis i t 

the complex with cameras in 

tow. Al l  our  f i lms are made 

with honesty, integrity and 

ful l  t ransparency in mind. 

We do not  indulge in the 

roped of f  swims, prebait ing 

rubbish, instead approaching 

in exact ly  the same manner as 

our  viewers would have to: get 

on the gate in the queue and 

then walk the complex with a 

bucket  to f ind a swim. Clear ly 

this  style of  f ishing is  not  to 

everyone’s taste but whi lst  I ’d 

rather  be alone on a 50 acre 

Baby Bulldozer
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nature reserve, I  do get  a  raw 

kick out  of  competing against 

the masses. 

On our f i rst  t r ip, I  walked 

and looked, walked and 

looked and then did more 

of  the same across a l l  f ive 

lakes.  Eventual ly  I  sett led on 

a weedy corner  of  Sandmart in 

lake where a f ish had just 

ro l led.  I  sat  and studied the 

water, seeing a bit  of  f izzing 

and then another  f ish a l i t t le 

later.  We moved into the area 

and f ished for  48 hours during 

which I  was treated to several 

spectacular  f ish which were 

capped by the biggest  in the 

lake, the magnif icent common 

cal led Ti l ly.  To have pul led 

of f  such a result  for  what was 

our  very f i rst  Carp Academy 

f i lm was a tremendous rush 

and the feel ing I  got  for 

having gambled and won was 

immense.  I t  proved that  with 

Exceptional Swan mirror
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good watercraft  and sol id, 

pat ient  angl ing i t  was possible 

to just  turn up with everyone 

else and catch the biggest  in 

the lake. 

Perhaps inevitably, that 

session l i t  the f i re  of  a 

passionate af fa i r  with the 

complex, one that  has seen 

me return many t imes over 

the last  few years.  I  have only 

f ished Sandmart in lake a few 

t imes as I  a lways get  drawn 

to the neighbouring Swan, but 

somehow I  have been vis i ted 

by the giant  common, Ti l ly, 

on no less than 3 occasions, 

a  stat ist ic  that , i f  you knew 

the lake, the pressure and the 

stock is  utter ly  brain f razzl ing. 

One of  those captures came 

whi le  I  was on my own and 

saw me juggl ing the huge f i f ty 

plus beast  for  solo sel f  takes - 

that  was quite a moment!

Swan lake next  door  is  the 

one that  real ly  captures my 

imagination and is  where I 

Kingfisher Gold
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Kingfisher Armour Bully
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have spent the major i ty  of 

my Bluebel l  t ime.  I t ’s  one of 

those lakes that  responds 

wel l  to  a  var iety of  tact ics 

and I ’ve caught them on 

singles, f loaters , method bal ls , 

naturals , washed out baits , in 

the edge and out in the lake. 

The f ish are hugely pressured 

of  course and do take some 

catching but Bluebel l  is  a 

place where dreams can be 

made for  anyone. 

Bait  boats are permitted and 

are the main approach but I 

have found that  (as a lways) 

giving the carp something 

they are not  used to seeing wi l l 

often br ing impressive results . 

One of  my favoured tact ics is 

to f ish straight bottom baits , 

and bait  l ight ly  with a boi l ie 

rocket  or  catapult .  I  a lso l ike 

smal l  hooks and soft  l inks;  a 

s ize 8 and braid have served 

me wel l  on Swan, Kingf isher 

and Sandmart in producing 

forty pound f ish f rom al l .  One 

lake I  haven’t  f ished much is 

Mal lard -  the biggest  lake on 

the s i te  and the most heavi ly 

stocked.  Mal lard is  unique in 

respect  that  i f  you get  i t  r ight , 

mult iple takes can be possible 

making i t  a lmost  seem l ike a 

runs water  (which i t  isn’t! ) 

but  at  the same t ime you have 

a chance at  some ser iously big 

carp too with 3 di f ferent  f ish 

having topped 49lbs.  I t  a lso 

has great  winter  form and is 

probably the most popular  of 

the 5 lakes. 

Another  thing to bear  in mind 

is  that  due to the prol i ferat ion 

of  bait  boats (and the general 

nature of  modern carp f ishing) , 

everyone wants to get  out  as 

far  into the lake as possible. 

As you might expect, the carp 

can be found quite c lose to 

the bank and the major i ty 

of  the f ish I ’ve caught f rom 

the complex, including the 

whackers, were lured within 

30 yards or  less of  the margins. 

The complex provides 

fantast ic  faci l i t ies which 

include a very impressive 

tackle shop, showers and 



EXCLUSIVE

BigCarp 68

Old Gold from Swan

Swan Clonker
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BIG CARP
WATERCOLOUR  CARP  PA INT INGS

presents

www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk

fine arts

Price £25.00 plus £8.00 Recorded Delivery and tube.
Call 01252 373658 for card payment or go to our website for secure Paypal payment.

Mary and Mary’s Mate, the icons of the great Wraysbury complex… The British Record in the
arms of Terry Hearn and the brace which Sir Pete posed so wonderfully with on the back of his

legends book are but two of the many captures which have earned these two awesome creatures
their place in the Big Carp magazine legends hall of fame.

The A3 prints are very modestly priced at only £25 and are available now on the Big Carp website
www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk. Visit the site, go to the shop and select the ‘Fine Art’ section. There
is also more information on the rest of the series, which will be available at one to two-month in-
tervals, but I can tell you that the Black Mirror, the Burghfield Common, Heather, Jumbo, Jack,
Mary, Clarissa, the Bishop, the Royal Forty, the Fat Lady, Mary’s Mate etc are already on the list

and we are up for any more favourites – just let us know – Rob Maylin



EXCLUSIVE

BigCarp 70

Swan unit

The mighty Cluster
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Tilly at 50+

Tilly on our first trip
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cater ing van.  The management 

are f r iendly, helpful  and 

accommodating but i t  must 

be said don’t  suf fer  fools  -  i f 

you are going for  a  noisy beer 

session and disturb other 

anglers  you might be asked to 

leave, s imi lar  results  can be 

expected i f  you f lout  the few 

but sensible rules. 

I think with any busy day ticket 

complex there is the commonly 

held view that getting a good 

swim is all  but impossible. Of 

course this is far from the truth 

and I can tell you that in five 

years of visiting Bluebell I have 

never once had preferential 

treatment of any kind and I stil l 

manage to get amongst the 

pearls that the lakes contain. 

Using watercraft, effort and 

good angling, anybody can walk 

away with the calibre of carp 

that is pretty well unmatched 

anywhere on the day ticket 

circuit. 

I  wi l l  be going back for 

sure and i f  I  see you up there, 

mine’s  a  cof fee! 

Swan on a new wind
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Swan mirror off the top
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‘Th is  inc red ib le  o ld  l inear 

was  par t  o f  a  rea l  purp le 

patch  dur ing  the  spr ing  o f 

2022 , bank ing  4  o f  the  l akes  ‘A 

Team’  in  as  many  weekends .

Be ing  a  weekend  on ly 

ang le r, when  lakes  a re  busy  in 

the  spr ing  i t ’s  impera t ive  to 

f ind  those  l i t t l e  edges  to  se t 

yourse l f  apar t  f rom everybody 

e l se.  Th is  par t icu la r  spr ing 

i t  was  about  keep ing  the 

rods  c lose  in  and  a l lowing 

the  ca rp  to  fee l  comfor tab le 

fu r ther  out  in  the  swim and  be 

pat ient  to  a l low them to  d r i f t 

in  to  where  the  t raps  were 

se t .  No  who le  round  bo i l i es 



EXCLUSIVE

BigCarp 76



EXCLUSIVE

BigCarp 76 BigCarp 77

EXCLUSIVE



EXCLUSIVE

BigCarp 78

was  a l so  key, ba i t ing  wi th  5 

min i  spombs  o f  F reshwater 

Shr imp c rumb and  chops , 

us ing  a  s low s ink ing  Korda 

Dumbel l  in fused  wi th  shr imp 

g laze  as  a  hookba i t  b lended 

in  per fec t ly  -  No  p lace  fo r 

a  b r ight  p ink  one  in  th i s 

s i tuat ion!

Super  s lack  15 lb   Kontour 

s t ra ight  th rough  to  a  t iny 

1 .5  oz  in l ine  f l a t  pear  l ead . 

An  18” combi  mul t i , us ing 

25 lb  MouthTrap  fo r  the  boom 

and  20 lb  N-Trap  to  c reate 

the  loop/hook  sect ion .  I  l i ke 

to  overweight  the  r ig  a t  the 

hook  end  to  make  i t  rea l l y 

aggress ive  pu l l ing  the  hook 

down to  the  bot tom l ip  ve ry 

qu ick ly !  A l l  o f  these  sma l l 

edges  rea l l y  he lped  to  t r ip 

up  a  ve ry  o ld, ve ry  p ressured 

s tock  o f  ca rp  in  a  ve ry  sha l low 

c lea r  l ake, wi th  th i s  one  be ing 

the  jewe l  in  the  c rown’ .
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MY MY 
GO TOGO TO

RIGRIG
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I ’ve bui l t  up a lot  of 

conf idence in this  r ig, having 

used i t  now for  many years on 

a var iety of  waters, f rom tr icky 

int imate UK waters, to  huge 

publ ic  lakes across Europe.

Centred around a  s ize  4 

Kamakura  Wide Gape X, I  use 

a  sect ion o f  Medium Shr ink 

Tube, f i shed l ine-a l igner  s ty le 

on a  fa i r ly  short  length o f  N 

Trap (semi  s t i f f ) .

A number  4  shot  pos i t ioned 

just  before  the  shr ink  tube, 

not  on ly  ensures  the  hookl ink 

is  p inned to  the  lakebed but 

he lps  turn  that  hook home. 

I  use  th is  set  up regard less 

i f  I ’m f ish ing a  bottom bai t , 

waf ter  or  pop up.
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A smal l  sect ion o f  Dark 

Matter  Putty  a long the 

hookl ink  again , he lps  keep 

th ings  p inned to  the  deck, 

with  a  sect ion o f  shr ink  tube 

steamed in  pos i t ion , act ing 

as  an ant i - tangle  s leeve.  I 

f ind shr ink  tubing just  that 

b i t  more  d iscrete  and neater 

than an actua l  ant i - tangle 

s leeve.

I  favour  us ing the  heaviest 

lead I  can get  away with , 

yet  a lways  consider  s tea l th 

when gett ing rods  in  p lace. 

Tight  Weave Leadcore  and a 

Sub Bra id  main l ine  would  be 

my chosen components  to 

complete  the  r ig.

E l l io t t  wi l l  usual ly  f i sh  th is 

r ig  with  h is  ever- fa i th fu l 

Scent  From Hel l  hookbai t , 

coated in  P ink  Squid  Goo for 

maximum att ract ion.

BigCarp 83
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DROPPINGDROPPING
LEADSLEADS
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Probably one of  the most 

contentious issues in carp 

f ishing is  the pract ice of 

dropping leads.  Lead is 

‘ technical ly’  highly toxic there 

is  no denying that .  Lead pipes 

used to supply a l l  our  homes 

with dr inking water.  Then a 

l ink was found with dr inking 

water  and lead poisoning 

which brought about the lead 

pipe ban and al l  houses f rom 

then on had to have non-

lead pipework and al l  lead 

piping was replaced.  I t ’s  this 

fact  that  has been twisted by 

many carp anglers  and people 

in the trade  to give out  the 



message that  dropping leads 

is  an environmental  problem. 

Now, there was def inite ly 

an issue with swans eat ing 

lead shot, of  that  there was 

no doubt, but  the notion 

that  larger  f ishing leads are 

a problem for  our  lakes is  a 

completely di f ferent  kett le 

of  f ish.  I f  we take the most 

decisive fact , chemistry, lead 

does not  react  with f resh water 

(pH7 at  20 degrees and 1 bar 

of  pressure) .  A lead wi l l  stay 

100% in tact  in f resh water. 

No decay, no re lease of  toxins, 

no harm whatsoever  to the 

environment.  In order  for  i t  to 

dissolve in water  i t  requires 

other  e lements to be present.  

A lead wi l l  however start  to 

dissolve in soft , s l ight ly  acidic 

water.  I f  the water  contains 

sulphide or  phosphate then the 

lead is  rendered completely 

unreactive.  So not  a l l  leads 

in every lake are potentia l ly 

causing a problem. Lets a lso 

remember that  most  carp 

f ishing leads are coated in 

plast ic  or  other  mater ia ls 

to disguise them. These 

coatings wi l l  dramatical ly 

reduce any potentia l  erosion 

t ime to negl igible.  Let’s 

further  remember that  lead 

is  a  natural ly  occurr ing 

element found in the ground.  

The second fact  about lead 

in dr inking water  is  that  the 

water  was in a pipe running 

at  high pressure.  I t ’s  this 

pressure and the movement 

of  the water  in the pipe that 

eroded the lead.  In a lake, the 

lead weight is  not  subjected to 

these same forces.  So before 

you jump on the dropping 

leads is  dangerous fence, 

maybe have a read up yoursel f.

So why do we drop leads 

at  a l l?  I f  you go back to the 

ear ly  carp books many of  them 

document the use of  ‘ rotten 

bottom’ or  l ight  l ine l inks 

to leads as a way to get  r id 

of  them in snaggy or  weedy 

situat ions.   P laying a f ish in 

such condit ions is  much easy 

without a lead hanging of f  the 
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f ishing a weedy lake, Monks Pit 

in Cambridgeshire.   We were 

looking for  a  more ef f ic ient 

way to get  r id of  the lead after 

the take.  Fishing chods with 

the bead set  6-10ft  back f rom 

the lead put you in a less than 

ideal  s i tuat ion once the carp 

had picked the bait  up.  I f  the 

lead was stuck in the thick 

weed, playing and landing 

the f ish was a nightmare. 

You often ended up with the 

carp up the l ine and a bal l  of 

l ine.  The advent of  the lead 

cl ip enabled you to st i l l  have 

the element of  lead eject ion 

but you could cast  further 

and use heavier  leads.  I t  a lso 

a l lowed the carp to e ject  the 

lead i f  you were cut  of f. 

In the mid to late ‘noughties’ 

the chod r ig was in i ts  heyday. 

Here was a r ig you could cast 

anywhere and be presenting 

a bait .  I  was working for 

Advanced Carp Fishing 

magazine at  the t ime and 
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t rai l ing weed a few feet  below 

it  -  again, not  ideal . 

Inspirat ion came when a guy 

cal led James Parry wrote in to 

the magazine.  He was a rope 

maker by trade and was using 

leads on spl iced loops held 

on with a piece of  spaghett i . 

The spaghett i  softened in the 

water  and the lead was able to 

re lease.  For  me the spaghett i 

took too long to soften 

enough to re lease, but  PVA 

nugget would be perfect .  One 

evening I  was round my good 

fr iend John Odriscol l ’s  house 

trying to solve this  issue when 

I  had the eureka moment.  

I  used an ESP leadcl ip with 

the arm cut of f  and a hole 

bored in one side.  The end of 

the  leadcore had a spl iced 

loop and came down through 

the body as normal  then a 
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bead was added and an over 

hand knot.  The bead stopped 

the leadcore loop going back 

up the leadcl ip body.  A lead 

was hung on the leadcore loop 

and with the use of  a  bait ing 

needle the loop was pul led 

through the bored hole and up 

the stem of  the lead cl ip.  Once 

the loop was out a s l iver  of 

ro l led PVA nugget was put in 

the loop to secure the lead for 

cast ing -  IT WORKED!!  I  made 

the s ide hole longer to reduce 

the acute angle the lead core 

was at  to make i t  re lease 

more easi ly  once the nugget 

had softened.  The two pieces 

of  leadcore in the lead cl ip 

tai l   gave just  enough fr ict ion 

for  the lead to be picked up, 

set  the hook, then fa l l  of f.  The 

other  thing i t  a l lowed you to 

do was pul l  the lead of f  f rom 

the bank.  I t  didnt re ly  on the 

f ish to do i t .  You couldn’t  do 

this  with lead cl ips.  The t iny 

PVA sl iver  could take a ful l 
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cast  as wel l .   I t  was a game 

changer. 

Around the same t ime Korda 

re leased the f i rst  Underwater 

Video and this  just  proved 

to me how ef fect ive the r ig 

was because as the carp 

were pr icking themselves 

they could be seen shaking 

their  heads and you could see 

the lead in the videos f ly ing 

around and often pul l ing the 

hook out.  With my system, 

one shake of  the head set  the 

hook and dropped the lead.  

I t  didn’t  just  work with chod 

r igs.  I t  was devastat ing in PVA 

bags.  I  was f ishing Grenvi l les 

at  the t ime as wel l  as Monk’s 

Pit .  At  Grenvi l les  I  went f rom 

catching 2-3 f ish per  48hr 

session to 7-10 f ish in the 

same period.  Every week i t 

was happening.  I  showed the 

set  up to Simon Healy who 

ran Atomic Tackle at  the t ime 
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and he bought i t  of f  me there 

and then.  They ref ined i t  a 

l i t t le  for  commercial  purposes 

using a rubber bead as the 

f r ict ion mechanism. Instead 

of  the loop going back up the 

cl ip body i t  went through i t 

at  r ight  angles.  And so the 

Atomic Choppa Droppa was 

born -  the f i rst  commercial ly 

avai lable ‘Hel i-Safe’  system. 

I t  took a long t ime for  people 

to catch on to how good 

this  lead set  up was.  I t  was 

so perfect  for  chod f ishing.  

Heavy weed wasn’t  an issue. 

I  knew I ’d get  some f lack f rom 

people saying that  the whole 

advantage of  the Hel icopter 

r ig was that  the lead could pul l 

the main l ine/ leader through 

the hook l ink swivel  and leave 

a carp just  t rai l ing the hook 

l ink.  This  was something I 
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wrest led with but the real i ty 

was i f  you got  cut  of f  with a 

leadcl ip arrangement the carp 

was left  t rai l ing the same 

amount of  gear.  As that  was 

acceptable, then so must the 

Choppa Droppa. 

Eventual ly  some companies 

re leased their  versions of 

Choppa Droppa set  up but they 

were so infer ior  -  i t  was l ike 

they didnt ful ly  understand 

what was going on when 

f ishing in heavy weed.  You 

couldn’t  pul l  the lead of f  f rom 

the bank l ike the Choppa 

Droppa.  The carp had to do i t 

by pul l ing the hook l ink down 

to a base bead  to re lease a 

spr ing to e ject  the lead.  I f  the 

lead was covered in weed, that 

potentia l ly  couldn’t  happen. 

I f  the lead was stuck and the 

carp was up the l ine, the lead 

would never  get   re leased. 

Funny how anglers  wi l l  use 

infer ior  products just  because 

so and so uses them. Carp 

EXCLUSIVE

BigCarp 99



EXCLUSIVE

BigCarp 98

wrest led with but the real i ty 

was i f  you got  cut  of f  with a 

leadcl ip arrangement the carp 

was left  t rai l ing the same 

amount of  gear.  As that  was 

acceptable, then so must the 

Choppa Droppa. 

Eventual ly  some companies 

re leased their  versions of 

Choppa Droppa set  up but they 

were so infer ior  -  i t  was l ike 

they didnt ful ly  understand 

what was going on when 

f ishing in heavy weed.  You 

couldn’t  pul l  the lead of f  f rom 

the bank l ike the Choppa 

Droppa.  The carp had to do i t 

by pul l ing the hook l ink down 

to a base bead  to re lease a 

spr ing to e ject  the lead.  I f  the 

lead was covered in weed, that 

potentia l ly  couldn’t  happen. 

I f  the lead was stuck and the 

carp was up the l ine, the lead 

would never  get   re leased. 

Funny how anglers  wi l l  use 

infer ior  products just  because 

so and so uses them. Carp 
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anglers  just  dont think any 

more. 

Over the years Ive ref ined 

what was the Choppa 

Droppato s imply a loop of 

heavy braid.  I  have a std 

hel icopter  arrangement and 

the loop is  t ied to bottom 

eye of  the swivel .  The loop is 

long enough to go through an 

inl ine lead and then a bead is 

added to hold the lead on.  I f 

I ’m cast ing I ’ l l  add the s l iver 

of  PVA nugget in the loop but 

for  bait  boat  and boat  work I 

just  re ly  on the bead to hold 

the lead on.  Remarkably I  lose 

very few leads on the retr ieve. 

What tends to happen is  the 

weed gathers around the hel i-

s leeve/hook l ink swivel  and 

not  the lead.

So in my mind dropping 

leads, particularly coated ones, 

is not an environmental issue 

and is a massive benefit to fish 

safety. Until someone clearly 

shows the direct link of carp 

sized leads causing pollution I 

will  continue to do so. 



BIG CARP
WATERCOLOUR  CARP  PA INT INGS

The Legendary Big Carp Series

presents

‘Heather The Leather’ – The jewel of the Blackwater Valley. She is THE Yateley Car Park Lake legend; a
fish that shaped and changed the lives of some of the greatest carp anglers this country has ever known.
Pete Springate, Robin Dix, Ritchie MacDonald, Jock White, Terry Pethybridge, Nigel Sharpe, Terry Hearn…
the list goes on of anglers who devoted weeks, months and years of their lives in pursuit of the queen of

the lake. She has gone now; gone to that great carp lake in the sky, but here, thanks to one of the county’s
most talented young artists, she has been brought back to life for all to wonder at her beauty… I am

proud to bring you No. 2 in the Big Carp Legendary Fish series – Heather – God save the Queen!
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Mary and Mary’s Mate, the icons of the great Wraysbury complex… The British Record in the
arms of Terry Hearn and the brace which Sir Pete posed so wonderfully with on the back of his

legends book are but two of the many captures which have earned these two awesome creatures
their place in the Big Carp magazine legends hall of fame.

The A3 prints are very modestly priced at only £25 and are available now on the Big Carp website
www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk. Visit the site, go to the shop and select the ‘Fine Art’ section. There
is also more information on the rest of the series, which will be available at one to two-month in-
tervals, but I can tell you that the Black Mirror, the Burghfield Common, Heather, Jumbo, Jack,
Mary, Clarissa, the Bishop, the Royal Forty, the Fat Lady, Mary’s Mate etc are already on the list

and we are up for any more favourites – just let us know – Rob Maylin
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Wind direct ion is  something 

I  keep a c lose eye on 

throughout a l l  of  the seasons, 

but  as we progress into spr ing, 

I  personal ly  feel  the wind 

direct ion can have the most 

impact on the carp’s  locat ion, 

part icular ly  norther l ies.

With longer days and 

increased dayl ight  hours 

a l lowing the sun to penetrate 

certain areas for  sustained 

periods, the carp wi l l  be 

waking up, act ively seeking 

out these warmer zones and 

I ’ve found them to be super 

react ive to new winds through 

spring.

Therefore, being super 

react ive in your angl ing and 

matching the carp’s  behaviour 

is  essentia l ;  scal ing down 

your kit , react ing to weather 

changes and f ish act ivity and 

seeking out opportunit ies is 

paramoun
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When it  comes to having 

r igs prepped, I  never  have 

them pre t ied to a part icular 

length, I  much prefer  to 

decide on the length of  the r ig 

once I  have had a lead about 

and I  know exact ly  what I ’m 

f ishing over.  What I  tend to do 

for  my D r igs is  just  t ie  them 

longer than I  need, pin them 

using a double pin at  the top 

of  the r ig board and then use 

a s ingle pin to trap the excess 

mater ia l  down. I  do a s imi lar 

thing with my chod sect ions, 

I  leave them cut longer than 

I  need in a l i t t le  tube, then 

depending i f  I ’m f ishing a high 

single or  a  low pop-up sect ion 

on a hinge, I  can kr imp them 
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on accordingly.  I  do not  create 

the D sect ion on my chods 

unti l  I  use the r ig, this  is  so I 

can reuse the cork bal l  pop up 

and the r ig r ing, i f  I  b lunt  my 

hook and need to change r ig 

and the hook bait  is  st i l l  f resh, 

I  can quickly cut  the previous 

D then thread the r ing with the 

bait  attached over  the new tag 

end, create the D, then kr imp 

the other  end to swivel  and 

your ready to go, without the 

need to use a new hookbait
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The Legendary Big Carp Series

presents

This is the first in a series of watercolour paintings capturing England’s fantastic carp history. 
‘The Legendary Big Carp series’ has been especially commissioned to celebrate a massive milestone in
Big Carp magazine’s history – the 200th issue! Bazil, that famous Yateley North Lake legend, seen

here in her natural habitat, is the first in a set of numbered and signed prints – absolutely
breathtaking and scale perfect. The A3 prints are very modestly priced at only £25 and are available
now on the Big Carp website www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk. Visit the site, go to the shop and select the
‘Fine Art’ section. There is also more information on the rest of the series, which will be available at

one to two-month intervals, but I can tell you that the Black Mirror, the Burghfield Common, Heather,
Jumbo, Jack, Mary, Clarissa, the Bishop, the Royal Forty, the Fat Lady, Mary’s Mate etc are already on

the list and we are up for any more favourites – just let us know – Rob Maylin

www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk

fine arts

Price £25.00 plus £8.00 Recorded Delivery and tube.
Call 01252 373658 for card payment or go to our website for secure Paypal payment.
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30th May 2017

A b s o l u t e l y  c h u f f e d  w i t h 

t h i s  o n e  a f t e r  a n  e a r l y  f i n i s h 

f r o m  w o r k .  S h e  w a s  t h e  b e s t 

o f  a b o u t  3  f i s h  ( t h a t  I  c o u l d 

s e e )  t h a t  w e r e  i n  t h e  a r e a  s o 

w h e n  I  s a w  a  t a i l  s t i c k i n g 

o u t  f r o m  u n d e r  a  s m a l l  b e d 

o f  l i l i e s  n o t  f a r  o u t , I  j u s t 

h a d  t o  m a k e  t h e  m o s t  o f  a 

g o l d e n  o p p o r t u n i t y  a n d  d r o p 

a  b i s c u i t  r i g h t  o n  t h e  e d g e 

o f  s o m e  d e a d  r e e d  a n d  w a i t 

p a t i e n t l y, a  f e w  m i n u t e s 

l a t e r. . .  s l u u u r p ! ! !  I t ’s 

a m a z i n g  w h a t  y o u  c a n  d o 

w i t h  a  s p a r e  h a l f  h o u r  o r  s o 

a n d  a  p o c k e t  f u l l  o f  m i x e r s ! 

11th  June  2017

Fo r  m e, i t ’s  n o t  s o  m u c h 

w h a t  y o u  c a t c h  b u t  w h e r e 

y o u  c a t c h  t h e m  f r o m  a n d  h o w 

y o u  g o  a b o u t  f o o l i n g  t h e m .

I  p o p p e d  o u t  l a s t  n i g h t 



f o r  a  q u i c k  l o o k  a r o u n d  a n d 

s t u m b l e d  a c r o s s  a  c o u p l e  o f 

c o m m o n s , n o t h i n g  s p e c i a l 

b u t  a s  t h e y  w e r e  t h e  1 s t  f i s h 

t o  s h o w  i n  n e a r l y  2  w e e k s 

t h e y  w e r e  a  w e l c o m e  s i g h t .

S o , a t  f i r s t  l i g h t  I  s n u c k 

o u t  a n d  d r o p p e d  a  c o u p l e  o f 

r i g s  o n t o  s o m e  l i k e l y  s p o t s 

w h e r e  t h e  f i s h  w e r e.  A f t e r  a 

f e w  h o u r s  o f  n o  a c t i o n  a n d 

w i t h  t h e  s u n  e d g i n g  i t s  w a y 

h i g h e r  i n  t h e  s k y, I  t h o u g h t 

a n y  c h a n c e  o f  a  f i s h  h a d 

p a s s e d . . .  u n t i l  t h e  s a m e  2 

f i s h  f r o m  l a s t  n i g h t  c r u i s e d 

p a s t  u n d e r  m y  r o d  t i p s  a n d 

h e a d e d  t o w a r d s  m y  r i g h t -

h a n d  r i g.  I  c r o u c h e d  d o w n 

b y  m y  r o d s  a n d  w a t c h e d 

t h e m  d i s a p p e a r  d o w n  o n t o 

m y  s p o t .  Wi t h i n  s e c o n d s  I 

w a s  i n t o  t h i s  h a r d  f i g h t i n g 

c o m m o n  g i v i n g  m e  m y  f i r s t 

o n e  t h i s  m o n t h  : - )

U n f o r t u n a t e l y, t h e  s m a l l e r 

o f  t h e  2  b u t  h e y, y o u  c a n ’t 

p i c k  a n d  c h o o s e  a n d  l i k e  I 

s a y, s o m e t i m e s  i t ’s  n o t  w h a t 

y o u  c a t c h  b u t  h o w.
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As you can see luck was on 

my side as I  just  managed to 

s l ip the net  under her!

I  a lso picked up a bonus 

tench not  long before, a  r ight 

fat  o ld thing so not  a  bad few 

hours.

15th June 2017

I  snuck out again this 

morning at  f i rst  l ight  for 

another  quick couple of  hours 

before work.

With the rods out  just  before 

the sun came up, I  hadn’t  got 

much hope of  any act ion but 

13th  June  2017

Absolutely made up with 

this  o ld canal  warr ior  f rom 

this  morning.

The f ish picked the bait 

up and before I  even made i t 

to  the rod, i t  had ploughed 

straight into the snags on the 

far  bank.  I  waited for  a  bit  to 

see is  she’d f ree hersel f  but  i t 

a l l  went sol id.  The only thing 

left  to  do was to take the net 

across to the other  s ide, wade 

out up to my waste and hope 

she was st i l l  on.
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this  angry l i t t le  ful ly  was the 

best  of  two f ish, both propa 

l i t t le  gems and wel l  worth the 

ear ly  start . 

25th June 2017

Absolutely chuffed!  I ’ve 

been blessed with some real ly 

stunning f ish over  the last  few 

weeks but none more so than 

this  one f rom this  weekend. 

A r ight  l i t t le  fatty in pr ist ine 

condit ion f rom mouth to tai l !

Again, she was the best  of 

two f ish in as many hours, 

these short  sessions in the 

r ight  place real ly  coming up 

with a few good results!

I  was f ishing t ight  to some 

snags on the far  bank with 

just  a  handful  of  f reebies in 

the general  area, idea being 

for  the f ish to act ively search 

and pick out  each bait , rather 

than to feed of f  a  t ight  spot . 
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Seemed to work and as a bonus 

I  didn’t  f ind mysel f  being 

pestered by diving birds.

9th July 2017

Well , a  few blanks, a  mi l l ion 

tench and 1 lost  carp later, 

this  weekend I  f inal ly  get 

stuck in to this  propa dark 

canal  common.

 I  was gutted about losing 

one the other  week, especial ly 

as bank t ime is  l imited and the 

only way to get  over  a  lost  f ish 

is  to get  out  and put another 

one on the bank.

After  the tench had come and 

gone and near ly  c leaned me 

out of  bait , this  o ld dinosaur 

took a fancy to my of fer ings 

and made i t  a l l  worth i t  on 

another  short  morning sesh.

30th July 2017

PB Mirror!!!

I ’m absolutely chuffed to 
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bits  with this  one!  I t ’s  been 

another  quiet  few weeks, but 

when your targeting qual i ty 

rather  than quantity this  is 

what carp f ishing is  a l l  about. 

Being tested over  a  course of 

t ime st icking at  i t  when things 

don’t  go your way then f inal ly 

coming out on top.

 Iv  dropped lucky over  the 

years with big commons 

gracing the net  but  20lb+ 

mirrors  have always seemed 

to avoid me. . .  unti l  now! 

2nd August 2017

Propa l i t t le  f ighting machine 

f rom this  morning!

This long and lean character 

near ly  r ipped my left-hand rod 

clean of f  the alarm as i t  made 

i ts  bid for  f reedom!

I  only had a couple of  hours 

before shooting of f  to  work 

and as the seconds were 

t icking away i t  seemed less 

and less l ikely that  anything 
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was going to happen but r ight 

at  the dying minutes this  o ld 

chap s l ipped up :- )  Happy 

days

6th August 2017

It’s definitely been a good start 

to August with another early 

morning canal mirror on the bank 

from earlier this weekend. No 

monster but a proper character, 

and with each one being different 

to the next how could I ever get 

tired of fishing canals?

This one coming as I was 

packing away so a lovely last-

minute surprise once again. 

Hours of peace for minutes of 

chaos!

13th August 2017

Check out this absolute football 

of a common from this weekend. 

Certainly, the fattest canal carp 

I’ve caught.

 Only the length of a low 
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double and not the lean fighting 

machines that I’d need to be on 

the rods for asap, but variety is 

the spice of canal carping and 

she’s a stunner all the same.

Taken on another quick 

morning session and this time on 

a new bait for me, Nash monster 

pursuit from Cannock angling 

centre.

A quick couple of pics and 

some care to an old wound before 

slipping her straight back.

17th August 2017

I can’t say I’m all that keen 

on wading out into the cut, 

especially once the water gets 

past a certain depth ;-) one thing 

I am keen on though is slipping 

the net under fish like this.

Another old canal warrior that 

fancied playing hard to get by 

ending up locked in the reeds, 

seconds after picking up the bait.

For the fishes’ sake and for 

my own, I will always choose 

uncomfortable wet clothes over 

a lost / damaged fish any day!

Big shout to the Mrs for chuckin 

me a few hours bankside on our 
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10-year anniversary

22nd August 2017

A right little character from 

this morning!

Possibly one of the most 

bizarre ways iv outwit a fish. The 

gear was packed away and I was 

nearly ready to go but I caught 

a glimpse of this white shape 

cruise slowly past under my feet.

On a whim I screwed a bait 

on my rig and (all but the lead) 

under-armed it into the path 

of the fish and bang! Nailed it 

straight away as it slowly sank.

What a last-minute opportunity

3rd September 2017!

So yesterday I made a last 

second decision to drop onto the 

good old Staffs Worcs canal for 

the first time this year.

I went to a spot that’s often 

come up with half decent fish in 

the past and I’m glad I returned 

for another sesh as I managed to 

put 2 fish on the bank in a short 

morning, this one being not just 

the best of the 2, but a new pb 

for this stretch 
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BIG CARP
WATERCOLOUR  CARP  PA INT INGS

The Legendary Big Carp Series

presents

Next in the series of signed/numbered prints of Legendary Carp will be Redmire Pool’s biggest ever
resident The Bishop... Chris Yates rocked the angling world when he caught England’s first ever fifty
pound carp way back in 1981... Once again the Sweetcorn Kid had caught the impossible... There is no
doubt that this superb creature has earned its place in the BIG CARP MAGAZINE HALL OF FAME....

Available in the New Year from the website www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk... Great news too is that the
next in the series will be the awesome Burghfield Common.

The A3 prints are very modestly priced at only £25 and are available now on the Big Carp website
www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk. Visit the site, go to the shop and select the ‘Fine Art’ section. There is

also more information on the rest of the series, Rob Maylin.

www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk

fine arts

Price £25.00 plus £8.00 Recorded Delivery and tube.
Call 01252 373658 for card payment or go to our website for secure Paypal payment.
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YOUNG ANGLER SUPPORT 
INITIATIVE 

THANKYOU to everyone that  continues 
to support -  I  don’t  do it  for any financial 
gain -  I  do it  because I  absolutely love 
‘Oxford’  and the potential  that  ‘we 
have to offer ’  to  the next  generation - 
and let ’s  face it ,  a  generation where a 
great  number are struggling .
Pretty much why we spend time outside.
So I  leave you with a couple of  pictures - 
this  is  the quality of  what the initiative 
offers. . . . . .because this  is  the quality of 
people involved.

ALL donated items are distributed for 
FREE to our counties young anglers.
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Carp ChatCarp ChatCARP CHAT

We’ve been back at  Attenborough Nature Reserve fol lowing 
reports  of  individuals  f ishing i l legal ly.

We’ l l  be  continuing to  patrol  the reserve and surrounding 
area to  catch and stop those who think they can break the 
rules .

Remember,  i f  you want  to  report  any information to  us  you 
can do this  through our incident  hotl ine at  0800 80 70 60.  The 
information provided is  crucial  to  help us  plan our patrols .

EA CRACK DOWN 
ON ILLEGAL 
ANGLING
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I t ’ s  w i t h  g re a t  s a d n e s s  t o 
a n n o u n c e  t h a t  my  d e a r  D a d , 
G ra n d a d  a n d  H u s b a n d  t o  my 
b e a u t i f u l  M u m  Ro s e  p a s s e d 
away  p e a c e f u l ly  t h i s  m o r n i n g .
Zyg  G re g o re k  w i l l  l ive  o n  i n 
o u r  h e a r t s  fo reve r  a n d  we 
w i l l  c o n t i n u e  h i s  l e g a c y  a n d 
d o  h i m  p ro u d .  T h e re  w i l l 
a lways  o n ly  eve r  b e  o n e  Z YG , 
h e  l ive d  t h e  b e s t  l i fe  a n d 

R I P  Z Y G  G R E G O R E K

l i t e ra l ly  l ive d  h i s  l i fe  t o  t h e 
f u l l  a n d  h i s  g l a s s  wa s  a lways 
f u l l  t o o !
P l e a s e  re s p e c t  o u r  fa m i l i e ’ s 
p r iva c y  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  we 
a re  g r i e v i n g .
H e re ’ s  t o  yo u  D a d / Zyg  -  c a t c h 
b i g  u p  t h e re ,  we  w i l l  m i s s  yo u 
b u t  we  w i l l  N E V E R  F O RG E T 
YO U 
L ove  yo u  a lways  x
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CARP CHAT

Bensons Legacy:  Who’s  been 
into our tackle  shop and seen 
our iconic  Benson on the wall? 
Read al l  about  her  history 
and catch report  in  our latest 
Bluebel l  Lakes magazine, 
avai lable  to  download for  free 
from our website  or  pick up a 
free copy when visit ing us .

BLUEBELL 
LAKES
MAGAZINE
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W E I R D  F I S H 
S P O N S O R 
P O L L U T I O N 
C A M PA I G N

We ’ r e  d e l i g h t e d  t o  a n n o u n c e  t h a t  We i r d  F i s h  C l o t h i n g  h a v e 
c o m e  o n  b o a r d  a s  a  s p o n s o r  o f  o u r  A n g l e r s  A g a i n s t  P o l l u t i o n 
c a m p a i g n  a l o n g s i d e  O r v i s  a n d  A n g l i n g  D i r e c t ,  a n d  h a v e 
l a u n c h e d  a n  e xc l u s iv e  r a n g e  o f  T- s h i r t s  t o  r a i s e  f u n d s  a n d 
a wa re n e s s  o f  t h e  c a m p a i g n .  T h e  i n i t i a l  l a u n c h  c o m p r i s e s  f o u r 
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s h i r t s  w h i c h  a r e  a va i l a b l e 
o n l i n e  a n d  t h r o u g h  We i r d 
F i s h  r e t a i l  s t o r e s  t h r o u g h o u t 
t h e  c o u n t r y.  We i r d  F i s h  h a v e 
c o n f i r m e d  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l 
d o n a t e  £ 5  t o  t h e  c a m p a i g n 
f o r  e v e r y  T- s h i r t  s o l d .  W i t h 
o v e r  8 0 0  v o l u n t e e r s  c a r r y i n g 
o u t  w a t e r  q u a l i t y  c h e c k s 
o n  t h e  r iv e r s  a n d  e s t u a r i e s 
t h e y  f i s h ,  r i g h t  a r o u n d  t h e 
c o u n t r y,  t h e  A n g l e r s  A g a i n s t 
P o l l u t i o n  c a m p a i g n  i s  u s i n g 
t h e  k e y  d a t a  c o l l e c t e d  t o 
s t e p - u p  t h e  p re s s u re  o n  wa t e r 
c o m p a n i e s ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t , 
i n d u s t r y  a n d  a g r i c u l t u r e  t o 
c l e a n  u p  t h e i r  a c t  a n d  s t o p 
p o l l u t i n g  o u r  r iv e r s ,  l a k e s 
a n d  s e a s .  A n d  t h e  b e s t  n e w s 
-  i f  y o u ’ r e  a n  A n g l i n g  Tr u s t 
m e m b e r  y o u  r e c e iv e  a  2 0 % 
d i s c o u n t  o n  a l l  p u r c h a s e s 
a t  We i r d  F i s h !  L o g i n  t o 
y o u r  m e m b e r  d a s h b o a r d  o r 
k e e p  a n  e y e  o n  y o u r  i n b o x 
t o d a y  f o r  t h e  a l l  i m p o r t a n t 
d i s c o u n t  c o d e .  h t t p s : / / w w w.
w e i r d f i s h . c o . u k / p / n e w -
a r r iva l s / a n g l i n g - t r u s t

I N A U G U R A L 
ATA  A N G L I N G 
S U M M I T 
C O N F I R M E D
F O R  N O V  ‘ 2 6
T h e  f i r s t - e ve r  U K  A n g l i n g 
S u m m i t  –  o r g a n i s e d  by  t h e 
A n g l i n g  Tra d e s  A s s o c i a t i o n  – 
w i l l  t a ke  p l a c e  i n  N ove m b e r 
w i t h  t h e  a i m  o f  b r i n g i n g  t h e 
U K  t a c k l e  t ra d e  t o g e t h e r  a n d 
p rov i d i n g  a  we a l t h  o f  u s e f u l
i n fo r m a t i o n  fo r 
m a n u fa c t u re r s ,  d i s t r i b u t o r s , 
a g e n t s ,  re t a i l e r s  a n d  f i s h e r i e s 
a l i ke .
T h e  eve n t  i s  s c h e d u l e d  t o  t a ke 
p l a c e  o n  T h u r s d ay,  N ove m b e r 
1 9 t h  a t  T h e  A rd e n  H o t e l ,
B i r m i n g h a m  a n d  w i l l  fe a t u re 
a  s t r i n g  o f  h i g h - p ro f i l e 
s p e a ke r s  a n d  i n d u s t r y 
ex p e r t s  f ro m  a c ro s s  t h e
wo r l d ,  d i s c u s s i n g  key  t o p i c s 
t h a t  i m p a c t  U K  t ra d e  a n d 
re c re a t i o n a l  a n g l i n g .



BIG CARP
WATERCOLOUR  CARP  PA INT INGS

The Legendary Big Carp Series

presents

Here she is at last! Regarded by many as the ‘ultimate’ big carp, the stunning Black Mirror, captured here beneath

the Colnemere snags. The Black Mirror joins Bazil and Heather in our ‘legendary carp hall of fame’, soon to be

joined by other famous carp that have shaped our big carp heritage, starred alongside the UK’s most famous carp

anglers and made us all gasp at their beauty and give those who have dedicated their lives in pursuit of them, the

utmost respect. One of my favourite carp of all time – strong, dark and so very difficult to put on the mat. Once

again an absolute masterpiece, the one and only Black Mirror is available now as a small number of signed and

numbered prints (100). Anyone interested in this or any of the others take a look at the website.

At the very modest price of £25, this is a collection not to be missed. 

There will never be a collection like this again. Now is your only chance to own the history fish collection.

www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk

fine arts

Price £25.00 plus £8.00 Recorded Delivery and tube.
Call 01252 373658 for card payment or go to our website for secure Paypal payment.

B            
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Burghfield Common
The sixth in our series of
Legendary Carp paintings is
none other than that awesome
creature, the Burghfield
Common. 

Only discovered in recent
years, Nigel Sharp rocked the
carp angling world when he
finally landed the beast after a
five-year campaign, during
which time he had only seen
this leviathan on a handful of
occasions. 

Regarded by many as the
original myth, there was much
speculation about its existence
at all, until it was finally
landed at an incredible weight
of 50lbs. 

Quite how it had evaded
capture for so many years is
still a mystery, but due to the
vast size of this huge gravel
pit, it simply became the
needle in the haystack. 

Once its existence was
verified by that first capture,
an army of the country’s top
carp anglers have invaded
Burghfield’s banks and some
feared its mystery would be
lost forever.

But no, this incredible beast
has still proven to be virtually
uncatchable with only a very
few captures in the past half a
dozen years. 

Undeniably a legend, this
beautiful animal well and truly
deserves its place in the Big
Carp Hall Of Fame. Coming
soon – the Royal Forty…

Strictly Limited to only 100
signed and numbered by the
artist.

The A3 prints are very modestly priced at only £25 and are available now on the Big Carp website www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk. Visit the site,
go to the shop and select the ‘Fine Art’ section. There is also more information on the rest of the series, which will be available at one to two-
month intervals, but I can tell you that the Black Mirror, the Burghfield Common, Heather, Jumbo, Jack, Mary, Clarissa, the Bishop, the Royal
Forty, the Fat Lady, Mary’s Mate etc are already on the list and we are up for any more favourites – just let us know – Rob Maylin

The Legendary Big Carp Series

B            
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ATOMIC TACKLE
SUPREMACY
MAIN LINE AND 
UTILE BRAIDS
AND BRAID
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Carp Scene

There is  more to  the Supremacy l ine of  products  than just 
braid We have taken 2 decades of  manufacturing hooklinks 
over to  Mainl ines to  produce what  we consider the pinnacle  in 
development of  in  the teams words some of  the best  mainl ines 
they have ever  used!

Working closely  with one of  the best  manufactures in 
Germany #Supremacy wil l  wipe the f loor  with what  has  come 
before i t .  Along side the #Supremacy we also have some uti le 
coming!  Again developed to  push the l imits  of  low resistance, 
no stretch & long range capabil i ty.  You wil l  see new dedicated 
Spod & Marker braids  entering the range along with 2 Shock 
Leaders  to  compliment  the new mainl ines that  are inbound.

MORE DEATILS SOON!!
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A super l ightweight  al l -round shelter,  serving as  a  quick and 
easy open fronted warm weather brol ly,  or  a  winter  fortress 
with the s ides and front  door al l  z ipped up!  Bigger  brother of 
the LoPro.  Integrated sides that  rol l  back. 
Brol ly  weight  4 .15kg,  total  weight  including al l  accessories 
7 .90kg.  Groundsheet  included. 
Pack down length 1 .8m.  Wil l  f i t  most  quivers!  Removable  door 
with mozzy inf i l l .  Dedicated Mozzy Mesh avai lable .
•  RRP:£229
• www.esp-carpgear.com

ESP HIDEOUT
SHELTER
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The Sonik Maglev is an advanced big pit carp fishing reel designed 

for extreme-range casting and heavy-duty fish playing. Available 

in 14000 and 18000 sizes, it features a lightweight magnesium 

body, a 45mm distance casting spool, and an impressive \(30 \

text{ kg}\) Quick-Torque drag system.

Combines an ultra-long 45mm stroke with slow O.S.C. oscillation 

for flawless line lay and maximum distance.Line Control: Features 

an IntraSpool floating rotor line guard to prevent line from slipping 

SONIK MAGLEV
REELS
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Carp Scene
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under the spool.Power: Equipped with 11+1 shielded stainless 

steel ball bearings and precision machine-cut gearing.Durability: 

Incorporates a lightweight yet incredibly tough magnesium body 

and forged carbon rotor.

• Ultra-lite and tough magnesium body construction

• Advanced forged carbon rotor

• Ultra-long 45mm distance casting spool

• Slow O.S.C. for optimum line lay and casting performance

• IntraSpool™ floating rotor line guard

• Precision CNC machine-cut brass and aluminium gearing

• Stainless steel mainshaft and wormshaft gear system

• Twin captive sprung l ine cl ips

• Advanced cross carbon Quick-Torque drag system

• Oversized ceramic twist-free line roller

• Silk black anodised CNC aluminium handle with classic wood 

barrel grip

• Lubrication port for easy maintenance (oil supplied)

• Instant anti-reverse

•  BC0071 – 0.35/780 0

• RRP: from £135

• www.soniksports.com





BUZZING BUZZING 
AT BLUEBELLAT BLUEBELL

GARY SATT

In  spring 2018,  I  decided to  go and do some sessions on 
Bluebel l  Lakes .  The f irst  session,  I  had one bite ,  but  then the 
second session I  had six  bites  but  only  landed three with two 
being PBs,  a  brace with a  32lb 4oz mirror and a  40lb common.  I 
just  had to  get  back,  knowing what ’s  in  there!  The next  session, 
I  set  myself  a  target  of  f ive  f ish .  I  got  back down,  got  on the 
f ish ,  but  I  couldn’t  get  a  bite  even though f ish were showing 
on me and f izzing.  The next  afternoon,  I  had a  bite  on a  z ig ,  a 
23lb mirror,  and that  night ,  I  had a  few f ish,  mostly  20s up to 
28lb.  Then next  morning,  I  had f ive  s l ings  in  the water  with 
three containing 30lb-plus  f ish:  a  30lb mirror,  a  36lb scaly  as 
you l ike mirror  and a  long,  lean 33lb common,  which topped 
the session off .  I  landed 14 f ish ,  and I  was absolutely  buzzing.
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BIG FISHBIG FISH
WEEKENDWEEKEND

IAN BURKHILL

Well ,  I ’ve  just  got  back from a session of  a  l i fet ime.  I ’ve  been 
on Birch Lake at  Old Mil l  Fisheries . I  got  there Friday morning 
at  around 9am,  straight  from work,  did a  quick lap of  the Round 
Lake,  and not  seeing anything thing of  real  interest ,  I  opted to 
f ish a  peg cal led Sands.  To be honest ,  I  fancied the peg before I 
arrived,  as  I  knew the southwesterly  wind would he hacking in 
there al l  weekend and was bound to  push a  few f ish in  there. 

I  got  myself  a l l  set  up,  f ishing the left  hand rod at  a  popular 
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spot  at  nine and a  half  wraps to  the tal l  birch tree ,  the middle 
rod just  of f  is land in  front  and the third to  the reed l ine on my 
right .  After  only  an hour,  my right  rod r ipped off ,  and as  soon 
as  I  picked i t  up,  i t  was off .  I  was gutted,  as  you don’t  get  many 
chance on Birch,  and with so many good f ish in  there,  you 
never want  to  lose one.  I  got  the rod set  back up and decided 
to  have an hour,  as  I ’d  been working al l  night .

I t  was around 4pm when I  was awoken with my right  hand 
rod going in  to  meltdown,  and as  soon as  I  picked the rod up, 
I  could tel l  i t  was a  good f ish .  Thankful ly  i t  decided to  stay in 
the bay,  and after  a  good f ive-minute batt le ,  i t  was in  the net 
and looked very c lose to  my PB.  I t  fe l l  for  a  Trent  Baits  Pink 
Freshwater  Shrimp wafter  on an Ibhooks Curve 6 IQ r ig .  Once 
in  the s l ing and weighed,  i t  went  4oz past  my PB at  35lb 8oz. 
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I  was buzzing,  as  I ’d  only  been f ishing a  few hours .  I  got  the 
rods al l  set  back up and baited for  the night .  I t  was a  quiet 
night ,  as  nights  normally  are on Birch,  with most  f ish coming 
in  the day.

The night  came and went  with not  even a  beep.  I  left  the rods 
t i l l  around 10am before doing a  recast  and topping the bait 
up.  At  around 12noon,  my right  hand went  off  again.  I  l i f ted 
up in  to  i t ,  and again i t  fe lt  a  good f ish .  I t  kited r ight ,  trying to 
get  round the is land.  I  gave i t  as  much side strain as  I  dared, 
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and thankful ly  i t  turned before i t  got  past  the point .  I t  stayed 
deep and plodded around the bay for  a  few minutes  before 
coming to  the surface around 30 yards out .  I  could see i t  was 
a  common and a  big  one.  I  knew it  was one of  three f ish ,  a l l 
monsters ,  and I  was then very nervous as  the f ish wallowed 
towards me. 

I  was very cautious not  to  lose this  monster  f ish ,  and f inal ly 
i t  came into reach and I  netted i t .  As  I  looked upon my prize , 
I  couldn’t  bel ieve the s ize  of  i t .  I  checked both sides of  the 
f ish and they were c lean,  meaning one thing:  i t  was the Big 
Common,  the biggest  f ish in  the lake,  a  50-plus f ish .  I  couldn’t 
bel ieve i t !  The f irst  thing I  did was Facetime my 11-year-old 
son,  who didn’t  bel ieve me t i l l  I  showed him my prize .  She went 
a  massive 51lb 12oz and a  new lake record.  I  was properly 
shaking holding such an amazing f ish . 

I t  was soon teatime,  so I  ate  my grub and decided a  recast 
was in  order.  I  thought  I ’d  f ish two rods over the left  spot .  I 
put  the left  hand rod around 10/15ft  over  to  the left ,  and I  put 
i t  on my pod for  the l ine to  ful ly  s ink,  then recast  the middle 
rod to  the tal l  birch tree and again rested i t  on the pod.  As  I 
did that ,  the left  rod ripped off ,  and this  f ish was so powerful , 
i t  ran me ragged.  I ’ve  never had a  f ish run so powerful ly!  After 
what  left  l ike  a  l i fet ime,  i t  was f inal ly  ready to  be netted, 
and again i t  looked massive.  Once on the mat ,  I  unwrapped i t 
and instantly  knew it  was a  f ish cal led Scar,  which had done 
38/39lb before.  Well ,  this  t ime i t  t ipped the scales  at  40lb 
2oz,  a  new PB mirror.

Going in  to  my last  night ,  I  decided to  put  al l  of  my remaining 
boi l ies  out  –  2 .5kg over my now two spots .  I t  was a  quiet  night 
again,  which isn’t  unusual  on this  lake.  As  I  was having my 
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morning coffee ,  pondering how I  was ever going to  beat  this , 
my right  hand rod went  off  wiuth a  screaming run.  When I 
picked the rod up,  i t  kept  taking l ine .  I  t ightened the c lutch, 
but  i t  st i l l  managed to  get  around the point  of  the is land.  I  put 
a  lot  of  s ide strain on i t ,  and I  could feel  the l ine on the reeds, 
grating,  as  i t  does ,  then ping!  I  thought  i t  had come off ,  but  i t 
was the l ine coming off  the last  of  the reeds,  and I  was back 
in  touch with the f ish .  I t  fe lt  so  strong,  making long,  driving 
runs.  After  a  good ten minutes ’  batt l ing ,  i t  was f inal ly  in  the 
net ,  a  lovely  looking 22lb l inear,  which fel l  for  a  pink Trent 
Baits  Freshwater  Shrimp wafter  on an Ibhooks Wide Gape 4 .

That  was the last  of  the act ion –  a  very enjoyable  48 hours 
at  Birch Lake.  I  can’t  wait  to  go back again and get  some more 
of  these stunning f ish .

ASH GEDENASH GEDENDAVE HYDEIAN BURKHILL
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COMMONCOMMON

JAMIE GIBBS

I t  was the weekend before my birthday,  and driving to  the 
lake straight  from work didn’t  leave me much t ime to  f ind any 
signs of  f ish before dark.  I  knew that  a  cold northerly  was due 
so jumped into a  swim that  was on the back of  i t ,  knowing I 
had a  chance when it  shifted around.  Having quickly  found 
two spots  that  I  had f ished before,  I  Spombed out  about  50 
freebies  t ight  over  each then cast  out  two Ronnies  baited with 
15mm Balist ic  B pop-ups.

Nothing happened overnight ,  but  in  the morning,  there were 
a  few shows either  s ide of  me,  so  i t  looked encouraging.  Mid 
afternoon,  I  reeled in ,  replaced the baits  and recast  back into 
place but  decided on no more freebies ,  as  I  was confident  there 
were plenty st i l l  out  there.

At  about  11.30pm,  I  was woken by a  s low take on my right 
hand rod,  and the f ish found some weed,  which gave me t ime 
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to  put  my waders on.  I  got  down into the water  then started 
working the f ish back towards the wait ing net ,  but  then i t  woke 
up,  str ipping 25 yards of  l ine from my reel  in  short  order.  Twice 
we went  through the same pattern unti l  i t  eventual ly  rol led 
over the net  cord.  After  unhooking i t  in  the water,  I  went  to 
l i f t  the net ,  and knew I  was a  lump.  On the scales  i t  went 
just  past  the coveted mark and sett led on 40lb 4oz.  After  a 
few photos ,  i t  s lowly dri fted back to  the depths ,  and I  put  the 
kett le  on for  a  most  welcome brew.  No other act ion came my 
way,  so  I  packed al l  my gear into the car,  and for  once I  had a 
pleasant  drive home.

The fol lowing week I  was going to  have a  social  with my good 
fr iend Trevor to  celebrate  my 40lb 4oz and my birthday.  To 
give us  a  good chance of  catching,  I  arrived at  f irst  l ight  to 
look for  any signs of  f ish .  However,  after  three hours’  walking 
around and the odd cup of  tea ,  nothing showed itsel f .  I  had 
been told that  nothing had been caught  s ince the previous 
weekend.  Deciding on a  peg that  had previous form and was 
r ight  next  to  another productive swim,  I  set  up my bivvy and 
went  back to  my car  for  the rest  of  the gear  where I  met  Trevor 
parking his  van.

Having loaded up our barrows,  we walked round to  our 
swims,  but  in  the t ime I  had taken to  load my gear,  the wind 
had shifted and was blowing into us ,  which Trevor jokingly 
grumbled about  while  sett ing up.  Being the start  of  November, 
we could now use three rods,  so  after  sett ing them up,  I  started 
cast ing around with a  4 .5  oz  lead,  looking for  any features .  I t 
was mostly  hard si l t ,  but  in  one area,  I  found some soft  s i l t  in 
an area of  new weed growth so c l ipped up and cast  a  few more 
t imes just  to  be sure. 
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Spots  decided upon,  I  cast  my Ronnie r igs  out ,  baited 
with 15mm Balist ic  B pop-ups that  are not  overly  buoyant  so 
require no anchor weight  to  pin them down.  I  then put  a  couple 
of  Spombs over each area.  Being the f irst  to  start  f ishing,  I  put 
the kett le  on and made a  couple  of  cups of  tea  and sat  down 
with Trevor for  a  warming drink. 

Just  as  I  was draining the last  of  my mug,  I  heard my drag 
singing.  Rushing to  my rod,  I  could see the end buckled round 
as  the f ish took l ine .  Li f t ing into i t ,  I  t ightened the drag,  fe lt 
some l ight  knocking and commented that  i t  fe lt  l ike  a  tench. 
I  could’nt  f ind any weed with my marker,  but  the f ish found 
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i t  easi ly  enough,  lucki ly  pul l ing through with l i t t le  trouble .  I t 
surfaced 20 yards out ,  so  i t  was safe  to  say i t  was a  carp and 
not  a  tench.  There were two bal ls  of  weed coming in ,  one on the 
lead and one on the f ish ,  so  I  walked backwards,  maintaining 
pressure to  keep the momentum,  which worked,  as  the two 
bal ls  of  weed went  into the net .  Trevor,  who was up to  his 
waist  in  the water  c learing the weed out  of  the net ,  stopped, 
looked at  me and said ,  “ I t ’s  a  40!”  In  disbel ief ,  I  sorted out  the 
scales  and brand new Cabrio Monster  Unhooking Mat  while  he 
unhooked i t .  The scales  sett led on 41lb 12oz.

After  a  few photos ,  the f ish was returned,  and i t  gl ided back 
into the depths .  The rest  of  the session was uneventful ,  but  in 
30 years  of  carp f ishing,  i t ’s  the f irst  t ime I ’ve  been out  on the 
bank for  my birthday,  so  i t  was a  very special  moment indeed.

JAMIE GIBBS
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MANOR FARMMANOR FARM
MONSTERMONSTER

JAMES BUCKLER

I  just  got  back from a session on Linear Fisheries ’  Manor 
Farm.  The lake was f ishing very s low with lots  of  long-session 
anglers  fai l ing to  get  a  bite  on a  very busy lake.  I  managed to 
tuck into a  peg that  was on the back of  a  northwesterly  wind.  I 
had a  feel ing there would be f ish in  the area due to  the angl ing 
pressure in  the hot  pegs ,  so  I  went  about  quiet ly  trying to  f ind 
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a spot  with minimal  casts .  I t  quickly  became clear  that  this 
wouldn’t  be the case ,  as  the lake was extremely weedy.

Eventual ly  I  managed to  f ind a  c lear  spot  at  range,  no bigger 
than a  bivvy,  which felt  as  though i t  was covered by a  thick 
layer  of  s i l t .  Three rods went  onto the area armed with Red 
Amo pop-ups t ipped with fake corn.  I  began with a  l ight  bait ing 
approach,  as  I  knew the lake was f ishing s low,  so I  just  put 
out  eight  spombs of  Red Amo 10mm boil ies  mixed 50/50 with 
Complex-T,  corn and Frenzied Hemp. 

The night  went  by uneventful ly,  and as  I  watched the other 
anglers  on the lake,  I  noticed that  very l i t t le  bait  was going in 
at  a l l .  After  watching the f ish performing a  dolphin show out 
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in  the middle  of  the lake al l  morning,  I  knew they would have 
to  feed soon,  so  i t  was t ime to  make a  statement over  my spot 
and give them a reason to  get  their  heads down. 

 I  let  the morning feeding spel l  ful ly  f izzle  out  before 
spodding around 8kg of  the mix over the spot  with the addit ion 
of  a  whole  bott le  of  Sweet  Tiger  Nut  l iquid food to  real ly  work 
the water  column and infuse the s i l t  with food signals  around 
my rigs .   Unsurprisingly,  another day and night  went  by without 
any indication on the rods.

The next  morning,  my anticipation levels  were brewing.  As  I 
gazed out  to  the area,  I  had half  the birdl i fe  in  the Cotswolds 
circl ing my spot ,  tench f izzing and bobbins dancing from l iners . 
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I  knew that  this  commotion could well  switch the carp on, 
and no less  than an hour passed by before the bobbin pul led 
up on my middle  rod,  sat  there for  a  l i t t le  while ,  and then 
ripped off ,  sending my t ightly  set  c lutch into meltdown.  A 
20lb stockie  graced my net  after  a  fair ly  savage batt le ,  and I 
knew this  was only  going to  be the beginning.  With two nights 
to  go and ten ki los  of  bait  left  in  the buckets ,  i t  was a  case of 
keeping the bait  going in .  I  ended the session on seven bites , 
s ix  f ish landed,  a  brace of  30s and al l  topped off  by one of  the 
A-team,  a  f ish cal led Two Tone at  36lb  –  a  birthday session to 
remember.

DAVE HYDEJAMES BUCKLER
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remember.
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I t  had been 15 weeks s ince my last  session at  St  Ives  f ishing 
the Shal low Pit ,  and I  was i tching to  get  back over there.  I  had 
got  married earl ier  in  the year,  fol lowed by our honeymoon 
and a  change of  company at  work,  a l l  of  which I  wouldn’t  have 
changed for  the world.  The only  f ishing I  had managed was on 
a  couple  of  local  waters  in  Essex with an old fr iend,  catching 
up and having a  social  more than anything.  A few f ish were 
caught  between us up to  the mid-20s including some lovely 
old ,  dark commons,  which were as  black as  your hat  and as  old 
as  the hi l ls .  I  a lso managed to  get  our youngest ,  Harvey,  out 
for  a  bit  of  f ishing,  going back to  basics  with him – something 
I  haven’t  done for  years .  He even caught  a  few carp,  and I  think 
a  new generation of  angler  has  now been created! 

Final ly,  a  long-awaited week’s  hol iday was upon me –  at 
last  my chance to  get  the rods out  again over  at  St  Ives .  The 
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weeks leading up to  my planned trip  weren’t  the most  ideal 
condit ions with baking hot  days and sky high air  pressures , 
something I  was hoping would change in  my favour.  As  i f  by 
luck,  the weatherman was tel l ing me al l  the r ight  things: 
c loudy,  overcast  and heavy rain showers .  Not  what  the kids 
want  to  hear  on their  school  hol idays ,  but  for  we carp anglers , 
i t  doesn’t  get  much better.  Sunday morning was soon upon me, 
and the hour and forty-f ive-minute drive was taken up with me 
talking about  which f ish were due out .  My wife  Louise ,  who 
had decided to  join me on my tr ip ,  must  have felt  every one 
of  the 100 miles  to  the lake! !  Col in ,  Laney ’s ,  BJ ,  Sponge Bob, 
the Parrot … you name them,  and I  was talking about  them. 
Nearly  al l  of  the A-Team f ish were due,  and with the predicted 
weather forecast ,  I  couldn’t  help but  think that  this  could be 
my chance to  bag another of  the big  girls .

A t  l a s t  w e  h a d  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  S h a l l o w  P i t  a n d  d r o v e 
t h r o u g h  t h e  g a t e  a n d  a l o n g  t h e  t r a c k ,  s t o p p i n g  w h e r e 
M a r k  h a d  b e e n  f i s h i n g  f o r  t h e  w e e k e n d .  A  b r i e f  c h a t  w i t h 
M a r k ,  a n d  I  w a s  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  o n l y  f o u r 
p e o p l e  c u r r e n t l y  o n  t h e  l a k e  w i t h  t w o  o f  t h e m  l e a v i n g  v e r y 
s o o n .  W h a t  a  r e s u l t !  T h e  l a k e  w a s  a l m o s t  a l l  m i n e  f o r  t h e 
p i c k i n g !  L o u  a n d  I  s t a r t e d  w a l k i n g  a r o u n d  s w i m  b y  s w i m , 
l o o k i n g  f o r  a n y  s i g n s  o f  a  c a r p ,  b u t  a l l  t h a t  c o u l d  b e  s e e n 
w e r e  c o o t s  a n d  w e e d  –  m o r e  w e e d  t h a n  y o u  k n o w  w h a t 
t o  d o  w i t h  –  t o p  t o  b o t t o m  a n d  o v e r  e v e r y  i n c h  o f  w a t e r. 
T h e  f i s h  i n  S h a l l o w  a r e  k n o w n  f o r  h a v i n g  t h e i r  o w n  s e t 
o f  r u l e s ;  y o u  c a n  h a v e  p e r f e c t  c a r p  c o n d i t i o n s ,  w h i c h  o n 
m o s t  l a k e s  y o u  w o u l d  b e t  y o u r  h o u s e  o n  w h e r e  y o u  w o u l d 
f i n d  t h e  f i s h ,  b u t  n o t  h e r e .  C o u n t l e s s  t i m e s  I  h a v e  f o u n d 
t h e m  w h e r e  y o u  w o u l d  l e a s t  e x p e c t .
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The slow walk round continued unti l  we were almost  at 
a  swim known as  the Hole  in  the Bush,  a  small  swim where 
only  two rods can be used and one of  the c losest  to  the out 
of  bounds area.  As  we got  c loser,  you could see a  weigh s l ing, 
st i l l  dripping,  hanging from a branch along with a  rather  wet 
landing net .  Looking l ike a  f ish had recently  been released 
back into i ts  watery home,  my suspicions were confirmed. 
Matt  was there in  the swim,  no rods left  in  the water  but  with 
a  rather large smile  on his  face ,  and rightful ly  so ,  as  he had 
not  long returned Col in  at  over 51lb!  I  wasn’t  surprised he was 
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smil ing!  Well ,  Col in  might  be off  of  the l ist  of  potential  f ish 
to  catch but  with al l  the others  due out ,  things were looking 
rather good for  me. 

There were st i l l  f ish in  Matt ’s  swim and out  in  the out  of 
bounds section,  so  I  knew I  had to  get  as  c lose to  the area as 
I  could.  After  congratulat ing Matt  and l istening to  the story 
that  led to  the capture,  we made our way down the track to 
f ind the swim that  would offer  me the best  opportunity  to  get 
as  c lose to  the f ish as  possible .  I  basical ly  had two to  choose 
from unti l  Chris  announced that  he was leaving now that  Col in 
had been out .  Chris  was in  a  swim known as  the Copse,  one 
that  controls  a  large amount of  water  and also puts  you very 
c lose to  one of  the gaps to  the out  of  bounds.  This  swim has 
good form for  producing f ish ,  so  i t  seemed crazy not  to  go in 
there.  I  had f ive  nights ,  so  even i f  I  did a  night  or  two in  there, 
I  had plenty of  t ime for  a  move i f  I  needed to .

I  knew of  two spots  that  should be c lear  enough for  a  bait ,  so 
after  a  quick check in  my book to  see how many wraps,  I  was 
out  in  the lake having a  lead around.  Sure enough I  was r ight , 
and before long,  I  had two nice c lean spots  marked up ready 
for  a  r ig .  A  third spot  was eventual ly  found after  searching 
with al l  that  weed in  front  of  me.  No rush,  I  thought … I  have 
f ive  nights  in  front  of  me.  Usual ly  with the spots  feel ing as 
c lear  as  they did ,  I  would have gone for  a  balanced bait  f ished 
hel icopter  style  but  not  this  t ime.  I  wanted to  go against  what 
the majority  were doing and make my rig  di f ferent .  I  opted to 
f ish small  sol id  PVA bags with no boi l ies  as  hook baits .  Two 
rods would be t iger  nuts ,  but  the third I  fancied something 
dif ferent ,  something hopeful ly  the f ish hadn’t  been hooked on 
for  a  while .  I  was going to  be f ishing over a  bed of  part ic le 
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and Cel l ,  so  something within the partic le  was going to  be 
my choice of  bait .  I  opted for  half  a  peanut  popped up ever 
so s l ightly  so that  when the PVA bag melted,  the half  peanut 
would be the f irst  thing in  the carp’s  mouth,  wel l  that  was the 
plan anyway. 

With bags t ied and traps set ,  i t  was t ime to  s it  back and 
admire my view for  the next  few days,  looking out  over the 
water,  scanning for  some l i t t le  s igns of  these elusive f ish .  As 
evening fel l  and the l ight  was fading,  the odd l i t t le  s ign of 
a  carp would grab your attention.  Every now and then,  one 
would rol l  in  the out  of  bounds,  knowing that  they were in  an 
untouchable  area of  the lake.  Al l  one had to  do was s l ip  up and 
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drift  out  of  the out  of  bounds,  and i t  would come across  my 
baited area.

Morning came with no act ivity,  not  that  I  was expecting 
anything so soon;  I  was there for  the long haul .  I  sat  back 
out  on a  bucket  next  to  my rods,  ready for  f irst  l ight  hoping 
to  see where the f ish would be showing themselves .  With no 
real  giveaway signs of  act ivity,  I  decided that  I  would keep 
the rods out  unti l  midday and then go for  a  wander;  after  al l , 
i t  was mid-morning when Col in  had been out  yesterday.  After 
countless  cups of  tea  whilst  watching the water,  I  looked over 
at  my braided mainl ine hanging l i fe lessly  off  of  the end of 
my rods,  as  s lack as  can be,  when,  a l l  of  a  sudden,  i t  started 
cutt ing up over the weed and gett ing t ighter  and t ighter. 

The alarm had barely  had a  chance to  let  out  a  sound,  and I 
was on the rod.  With the weed as  thick as  i t  is ,  I  was desperate 
to  keep as  much control  as  I  could,  especial ly  as  the boat  was 
nowhere near me.  The angry f ish kited r ight  real ly  quickly, 
and before I  could do anything about  i t ,  my right  hand rod had 
been crossed.  Great  –  an irate  carp in  a  weed-choked lake was 
now caught  in  my other l ine!  I  let  the bale  arm off  of  the other 
rod and waded out  into the lake so that  I  could keep control 
of  what  was attached. 

After  what  seemed l ike a  l i fet ime,  what  was attached to  my 
hook started to  t ire  and slowly edge closer  to  my net .  Just 
inches away,  i t  a l l  went  sol id  due to  my other l ine being 
tangled.  I  was at  the l imit  of  my chesties ,  knowing one more 
step would give me a  good soaking.  Al l  I  could see was half  a 
peanut  nai led in  the bottom l ip  of  this  huge mouth.  Instantly  I 
knew which f ish i t  was,  as  there is  only  one f ish with a  mouth 
big  enough to  suck up boi l ies  the s ize  of  apples  –  BJ!  I  had BJ , 
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one of  the Shal low pit  A-Team hanging from my tangled l ine at 
stalemate!  I  wished I  hadn’t  real ised what  I  was attached to , 
as  the thought  of  losing one of  the 40s wasn’t  s i t t ing very well 
in  my head.  With no real  choice other than try  and pul l  that 
l i t t le  bit  harder,  I  compressed my rod even further,  feel ing the 
grating of  l ines  as  the f ish inched towards me just  enough to 
get  the net  around it .  I  have never been so rel ieved in  al l  my 
l i fe!  I  grabbed hold of  the tangled mess of  braid and dragged i t 
towards me enough so that  I  could unhook the f ish in  the net 
and get  i t  back to  the bank to  sulk  while  I  sorted out  tangled 
l ines .

With rods all  sorted out and the fish slid into the retaining 
sling,  it  was time to truly admire my capture.  Up onto the scales, 
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and they spun round and settled at  39lb exactly,  not the 40lb-
plus I  was expecting,  but after spawning,  she was slightly down 
in weight .  At the end of  the day,  it ’s  just  a number,  as the weight 
of  the f ish doesn’t  take anything away from its capture.  It ’s 
sti l l  the same fish regardless of  its  weight – not just any fish 
though… another of  the big girls  for me! Photos were taken, 
and my moments holding her were captured.  The smile on my 
face said it  al l .  I  was more than happy with my morning’s work, 
and why wouldn’t  I  be,  as I  had just got a new PB?

The rest  of  the tr ip  went  past  with no more captures ,  but 
I  wouldn’t  have changed i t .  I  was more than happy with my 
result ,  and to  be able  to  share the moment with Louise was a 
bonus too.
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A f t e r  h o o k i n g  a n d  l a n d i n g  m y  l a s t  f i s h  f r o m  t h e  s m a l l 
b a y,  I  r e t u r n e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w e e k  t o  s o m e w h a t  d i f f e r e n t 
c o n d i t i o n s .  H u g e  s o u t h w e s t e r l y  w i n d s  w e r e  b a t t e r i n g  i n t o 
t h e  b a y,  a n d  t h e  a i r  p r e s s u r e  w a s  o n  a  c o n s t a n t  d r o p  f o r 
t h e  n e x t  c o u p l e  o f  e v e n i n g s .  I  f a n c i e d  m y  c h a n c e s  a g a i n  i n 
t h i s  s w i m ,  a s  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  b e t t e r ; 
t h e  p e r f e c t  b i g  p i t  s t o r m  w a s  b r e w i n g  u p ,  a n d  I  w a s  r i g h t 
i n  t h e  t h i c k  o f  i t .  A l t h o u g h  e x t r e m e l y  w i n dy,  t h e  f i r s t  n i g h t 
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Dog  leads ,  bags  an d anything  e lse  I  had  in  my van  was 
c hucked on  the  bar row to  help  p in  the  brol ly  back  down.  I 
even  took  the  lum p  ham mer to  smash the  pegs  in .  The  winds 
g rew stron ger  than  the  n ight  before ,  even  r ipping  the  roots 
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of  the  wi l lows from  the  gravel  margins ,  but  the  brol ly  was 
just  about  withstan di n g  the  batter ing .  At  around midnight 
a nd lowes t  p oi n t  o f  p ressure  for  the  evening ,  I  could  just 
a b out  make  out  the  soun d of  the  a larm giv ing  out  a  few beeps 
fo l lowed by  the  c lutch ,  and  again  my middle  rod  was  away. 

S t o o d  u p  t o  m y  w a i s t  i n  t h e  w a v e s ,  w i n d  a n d  r a i n ,  I 
m a n a g e d  t o  s l o w  t h e  b e a s t  o n  t h e  e n d  o f  l i n e  a n d  t u r n  h e r 
a w a y  f r o m  t h e  d a n g e r  o f  s n a g s  a n d  h e a d  f i r s t  i n t o  t h e  n e t . 
P a r t i n g  t h e  n e t  i n  t h e  h o w l i n g  w i n d s ,  t h e r e  l a y  a  p e r f e c t 
f a t  d u m p y  m i r r o r,  a  d a r k  c h e s t n u t  c o l o u r  w i t h  d i s t i n c t iv e 
s m a l l  s c a l e s  a l o n g  h e r  b a c k .  I t  w a s  a  r e c a p t u r e  o f  t h e  m i r r o r 
I ’ d  h a d  i n  l a t e  s p r i n g .  I  c a l l e d  f r i e n d  o v e r  t o  w i t n e s s  a n d 
w e i g h  h e r  b e f o r e  s l i p p i n g  h e r  b a c k .
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For quite  a  few years  now,  I ’ve  known about  the Bawburgh 
complex and what  f ish i t  holds .  I t ’s  a  large complex with 
three main lakes:  Bawburgh at  17-ish acres ,  Colney at  24-
ish acres  and Lodge,  which is  roughly 29 acres .  Al l  the lakes 
are low stocked and aren’t  real ly  known.  At  a  guess  Lodge 
has roughly 120 carp,  Colney 80-ish and Bawburgh real ly  is 
unknown.  Being relat ively  low stocked is  what  attracted me 
to  the complex.  I  put  i t  of f  for  years ,  as  other t ickets  kept 
coming up,  which I  had my name down for.  In  2017,  I  had 
f inal ly  f inished on the other  waters ,  and I  gained a  t icket  for 
2017 season.
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I  started off  on Colney,  which in  my opinion held the nicest 

f ish on the complex,  most  of  which were real ly  scaly  ones .  I t 
a lso holds some stunning commons.  I t  wasn’t  unti l  May that  I 
had my f irst  bite ,  and what  a  f ish i t  turned out  to  be,  a  stunning 
25lb mirror  with an unusual  scale  pattern.  May turned out  to 
be very kind to  me in  the end with s ix  f ish gracing my net 
including a  brace of  30s ,  one being a  common and the other 
a  mirror,  which can only  be described as  mint .  The mirror 
was one cal led Drop Scale  Linear.  I t  was one of  my targets , 
and with i t  being 32lb 14oz,  I  was more than happy.  Rig-wise , 
I  went  straight  in  with Ronnie r igs  with small  12mm Sticky 
Baits  pineapple  pop-ups and spread a  good helping of  16mm 
Kri l l  over  the top.
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In  the back of  my head was a  f ish cal led Three Scale ,  which 
l ives  in  Lodge.  I t ’s  a  very large carp that  goes between 41lb 
and 44lb.  I t ’s  a  real  character  and has loads of  batt le  scars 
down its  f lanks.  I t  real ly  was a  carp that  got  the juices  f lowing. 
Colney switched off  in  June,  and I  decided to  move over to 
Lodge to  see i f  I  could tempt a  couple  from there.  I  f ished i t 
from the middle  of  June unti l  the end of  September.  The f ishing 
was unbelievable ,  and I  totaled 19 f ish up to  just  over 26. 
Some people  can go a  whole season i f  not  more without  a  f ish 
on there,  so  to  have that  amount was a  massive achievement . 
Al l  the t ime I  f ished on there though,  I  never felt  l ike  coming 
close to  catching the big ’un,  as  general ly  i t  gets  caught  from 
the margins ,  and al l  my captures came from open water. 

The temptation to  catch carp was too much,  and after  f inding 
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something that  works,  I  stuck with i t  and reaped the rewards. 
I  went  back over to  Colney for  the autumn but  never felt  c lose 
to  anything,  and the f irst  year  at  Bawburgh came to a  c lose . 
The winter  is  a  waste  of  t ime,  I  learned,  after  speaking with 
fr iends who’ve f ished i t  for  quite  a  few years .  I  moved house 
in  November,  so  the winter  for  me was pretty  much a  write-
off .  I  did however manage a  few nights  on some day t icket 
lakes ,  but  every t ime I  turned up,  the weather seemed against 
me,  so  I  didn’t  real ly  f ish from January unti l  March.

Bawbrugh has a  two-week close in  March,  and the day i t 
reopened couldn’t  come quickly  enough for  me.  Al l  the 
excitement and anticipation soon wore off  when i t  came to 
May,  and I  was yet  to  put  a  f ish on the bank.  This  year  was a 
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lot  busier  than the previous one with an abundance of  tench 
anglers  and carp anglers  al ike .  I  decided to  f ish elsewhere for 
a  couple  of  weeks and had some great  f ishing,  landing 21 carp 
up to  34lb 14oz.  The ic ing on the cake was one I  wanted,  a  big-
scaled mirror that  went  32lb 12oz.  I  was over  the moon with the 
results ,  but  creeping into the back of  my mind was Bawburgh, 
and i t  wasn’t  long before I  was back.  I  booked a  week off  work 
at  the beginning of  June and decided to  give Colney one last  go 
before moving over to  Lodge for  the summer once again.  The 
week was s low,  and I  only  managed two carp,  but  one was a 
common just  over  30,  so  I  was properly  made up with that .  I 
did also land a  huge male tench of  11lb 10oz,  which I ’m told is 
one of  the biggest  in  the country,  and I  certainly  wasn’t  going 
to  turn my nose up at  i t .
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After  that  session,  I  decided to  concentrate  on Lodge once 
again,  but  this  t ime I  was going to  set  my sights  solely  on 
catching the big ’un.  Every week I  f ished just  the margins in 
the hope of  targeting that  one alone.  Everything didn’t  go to 
plan,  and after  a  few blanks,  I  decided to  f ish open water  again. 
I  caught  three f ish up to  just  over  28 but  kept  tel l ing myself  I 
wasn’t  going to  catch i t  out  there. 

At  the beginning of  July,  my mate Ben and I  decided to  have 
a  social  on Colney,  but  the night  soon passed without  a  l iner 
or  any shows to  go on.  That  morning we decided to  reel  in  and 
go and try  to  f ind something to  go on.  After  two laps of  the 
lake,  we didn’t  see a  sausage so wandered over to  Lodge for  a 
look.  The weather was glorious,  and the temperature was in 
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the upper 20s by 9am.  Later  that  day,  i t  was expected to  be in 
the 30s with high pressure –  not  the greatest  for  f ishing. 

We walked into a  swim known as  Party Point ,  which has a 
massive plateau in  front  of  i t ,  and we couldn’t  bel ieve our 
eyes when we saw a large group of  carp patrol l ing around 
it .  After  half  an hour of  watching,  we’d seen enough and ran 
back to  Colney to  quickly  pack up and move.  In  no t ime,  we 
had packed down and got  round there,  and the f ish were st i l l 
there but  had been joined by many more.  We were planning 
on doubling up in  Party Point ,  but  the thought  of  s ix  rods in 
the area didn’t  feel  r ight ,  and would surely  have spooked what 
was already there.  After  a  quick walk down the bank,  I  entered 
a  swim cal led the Beach.  I  saw one straight  away in  front  of 
me no more than a  rod length out ,  and I  had a  quick look in  the 
bay to  my left  and spotted another four or  f ive  carp,  one much 
bigger  than the rest  that  had to  be the big ’un.

I  decided not  to  f ish the day and just  put  the rods out  before 
dark to  try  not  to  spook what  was in  the swim.  Al l  three 
went  out  f irst  t ime,  and I  was mega confident  of  a  bite .  They 
were al l  put  on Signature Squid pop-ups,  as  I  know from past 
captures that  the big ’un loves a  bit  of  pink.  The night  passed 
by,  and other than a  couple  of  l iners ,  not  much happened.  I t 
was so hot ,  and by 5am,  the temp must  have been in  the low 
20s.  I  was looking at  the rods whilst  lying on the bed,  wishing 
for  one of  them to go.

Half  an hour later,  I  had a  s l ight  drop back on the middle  rod 
f ished over to  the far  margin.  On walking down to the rod,  the 
hanger l i f ted and stayed at  the top.  I  picked the rod up,  only 
to  be met  with a  sol id  resistance on the other  end.  The f ight 
was nothing to  talk  about ,  and after  the f ish made just  one 
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lunge,  i t  popped up on the surface,  and I  instantly  recognised 
i t  as  the big ’un.  Without  hesitat ion,  I  jumped straight  in  with 
the net  and engulfed i t  at  the f irst  attempt .  The emotion and 
ecstasy ran through my veins ,  and I  let  out  a  massive shout . 
Mates  around the lake soon got  on the phone asking what  I 
had,  and i t  was such a  joy to  tel l  them it  was the big ’un.  They 
al l  reeled in  and came round to  admire the prize .  On the scales 
i t  went  42lb cozy and looked prime in  the morning sun.  We 
took some picks of  i t  in  and out  of  the water  before lett ing i t 
swim away to  make someone else ’s  season!

The fol lowing week I  decided to  have a  massive social  with 
my mates Ben and Paul ,  and the Prosecco f lowed better  than 
normal  celebrating the capture,  and we also dined on some 
mighty f ine steaks!

ASH GEDENDAVE HYDEMARK KERRIDGEASH GEDENDAVE HYDENATHAN HIGHLEY



F R E E L I N E   7 6

Social  f ishing for  me is  a  massive part  of  my l i fe ,  and I ’m very 
fortunate to  have fr iends that  were just  as  happy to  see me 
with f ish rather than themselves .  I  real ly  hope my mate Ben 
catches i t  next  year,  as  i t  would be a  pleasure to  photograph i t 
for  him as  wel l .  For  now I ’m moving over to  my winter  water 
where lurks one of  the best  commons I ’ve  ever  seen,  which 
was last  out  at  42 on the nose.  Long may the BBQs roar  and 
the drink f low.  I  can feel  a  mega social  winter  coming on,  and 
Ben and I  have already hit  the ground running with plenty of 
f ish up to  29lb 8oz so far,  so  f ingers  crossed for  the big ’un.
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