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Still the proper carp angler’s favourite read

Dear Santa,
PLEASE No
more socks this
Christmas!

Wish list:
In Pursuit of the Largest by Terry Hearn
Carping After-Cut by Jim Shelly
A History of Yateley Volume 4
Old School Carping Volume 2
Old School Carping volume 3
Under The Radar Volume 2
Advanced Terminal Rigs
Fine Lines by Dave Lane
Thames Carping
More Thames Carping

All available now only from Bountyhunter Publications
bigcarpmagazine@hotmail.com or call 01252 373658

As we enter December, the outlook for Christmas is still uncertain, whether to
stay apart from friends and family and have a quiet one or get together as
normal and risk a February spike with more resultant deaths. For me it’s an
easy decision, but I realise that some families have members who may be
facing their last Christmas. For them I understand the need to be united. A
vaccine, or more than one, looks certain for us all by next summer, only then
with this nightmare be over. Light at the end of a long dark tunnel, one which
I pray we never have to travel down again.
At least we can still go fishing!! And the last few weeks and months have
proven to be exciting for many of our readers, as this month’s issue of Big
Carp goes to prove. Take this month’s cover story for example and my old
mate Dave Mallin catching a very special carp indeed. A true Midlands forty,
a rare beast for sure and an under the radar capture too, well done buddy. The
Black Country Duo strike again!
Also, this this month the start of a new series of articles featuring so truly
spectacular photography, the ‘Syndicate Session’ from Mark and Emma Rose
is a delightful tale of grass roots carp angling, a tale of an angler of 40 years
standing, who’s passion has never withered. Look out for part two next
month.
Nick Kempen takes us back to July and a fantastic session on his Devonshire syndicate where the results speak for themselves.
Adam Kirk’s offering this month features one of the best big fully scaled
mirrors I have ever seen. Adam is a working guy, like most of us, who’s fishing
time is limited to after work sessions, however that has not stopped him
catching some crackers this year. Connor Brown has a red-letter day on Diss
Mere while Chris King and Daniel Dyble have spectacular results on their
chosen venues.
This month’s Free Line is a fantastic read too, with articles from Spencer
Wright, Mathew Williams, Dan Reed, Mark Cripps, John Picking, Simon Giblin,
Dean Towey and Paul Rudd. And all totally FREE, not one but two fantastic
carp magazines to read over Christmas.
Everyone here at Bountyhunter Publications wish you all a safe and happy
Christmas and look forward to better times in 2021.
I hope you have been enjoying our two free monthly carp magazines, Big
Carp and Free Line, see them both here – www.freelinemagazine.com
Now I need your help!
Filling two magazines each month means I need twice as many articles,
some people say they want to write, but never do. If you have had a
successful start back after lockdown we would love to hear your tale. There
are no picture or word limits. Simply Email your article to info@bigcarpmagazine.co.uk
If you would like to join our FREE subscription list to be sent the mags as
soon as they come out email FREE SUBBY to info@bigcarpmagazine.co.uk
WITHOUT YOUR INPUT THERE WILL BE NO MAGS!
Have a great autumn friends, catch a monster and send us the story, be part
of the UK’s fantastic carp angling history!

Rob Maylin

PS We are doing some great ADVERTISING deals to help everyone through
the pandemic, drop me a line at info@bigcarpmagazine.co.uk if you would like
to see the deals and our media information pack.
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Shockleader

ShockLeader

What’s happening, where and when in the carp scene

Fish safely, locally and respect
the ‘rule of two’ during lockdown
Having now examined the government’s new Health Protection (Coronavirus, Restrictions) (England) (No. 4)
Regulations the Angling Trust is
pleased to be able to offer some initial
guidance and interpretation to
anglers and fishery providers. Our formal guidelines will be published following further consultation with colleagues at Sport England and DCMS
once Parliament has debated the regulations today and passed them into
law.
Overall the Angling Trust is pleased
that ministers have recognised the
value of allowing angling and some
other forms of outdoor recreation to
continue through the forthcoming
lockdown period in England. However, the new rules are more complicated than we had hoped and anglers
should be fully aware of what we can
and can’t do in the next 28 days.
How to fish
The regulations are clear and you can
only leave home to fish with members
of your own household, your support
bubble or with one other individual.
The Rule of Six is now effectively the
Rule of Two for most of us. The tightening of the rules on ‘gatherings’
means that match fishing or any other
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organised fishing event is prohibited
by law during lockdown. However,
competitive fishing will be able to
resume once there is a return to the
three tier system of restrictions.
On this basis we can announce
that all Angling Trust competitions
are suspended for the period covering
5th November – 2nd December 2020.
Where to fish
Angling is deemed a permissible form
of ‘outdoor recreation’, and a lawful
reason to leave home. It can take

place, without time limits, within the
provision allowing people “to visit a
public outdoor space for the purposes
of open air recreation”.
A ‘public outdoor space’ is defined
as an ‘outdoor place to which the
public have, or are permitted, access
(whether on payment or otherwise).’
We believe this clearly includes riverbanks, towpaths, beaches and stillwaters that can either be accessed
freely or on the payment of a day
ticket or subscription levied by the
owner or leased to a publicly available
fishing association. The Government
clearly intends for people to be able to
take their outdoor exercise and recreation in the form of angling and these
regulations allow this to occur.
Fisheries are not on the published
list of businesses that the government
has ordered to close and there is no
reason that they should do so providing that they operate in accordance
with the rules.
It does not permit club outings or
organised amateur sporting activities
of any sort. All indoor or social facilities in any way connected with a fishing venue must close or refer to the
relevant Government guidance. Fishing tackle shops, whether onsite or
not, can only operate a ‘click and collect’ service.
Travelling to fish
Whilst the Government have chosen
not to write their travel guidance into
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law we are urging anglers to respect
the advice which states that it is permissible to travel in order:
“to spend time or exercise outdoors
– this should be done locally wherever possible, but you can travel to do
so if necessary (for example, to access
an open space)”
Put simply, you can travel to go
fishing but long journeys should be
avoided ‘wherever possible’. Sea
anglers should focus on their local
beaches and fishing marks and freshwater anglers should not be travelling
hundreds of miles in search of fishing
during lockdown. It is up to the individual to apply common sense and
act within the spirit of the Government’s guidance. You absolutely cannot leave home to fish if you have
Coronavirus symptoms or are self-isolating.
How long to fish
There are no limits on the time that

can be spent on outdoor recreation
which means that anglers are able to
continue fishing into and through the
hours of darkness providing the other
rules are observed.
Fishery management
Essential fishery management work,
which clearly cannot be undertaken
from home, can continue as can any
necessary, socially distanced working
parties which fall within the provisions for ‘voluntary work’. Appropriate risk assessments must be in place
and numbers should sensibly managed.
Summary
This is going to be an extremely difficult period for everybody and as
anglers we must recognise that we
are fortunate that our chosen form of
recreation can continue even though
there are restrictions on what we can
do. The Angling Trust made the case
for fishing based on the health and

wellbeing benefits that angling offers
coupled with the importance of
reducing pressure on other open
spaces by allowing us to continue to
safely enjoy the social isolation and
peace that fishing brings. It is incumbent on us all to continue to act
responsibly and to fish safely, fish
locally and respect the Rule of Two.
Jamie Cook, Angling Trust CEO,
said:
“We are obviously pleased that
fishing can continue during lockdown
even with the restrictions that are in
place which have to temporarily suspend match fishing. Angling has conducted itself safely and responsibly
throughout this pandemic and the
Angling Trust is determined to ensure
that our chosen form of outdoor recreation remains part of the solution
rather than the problem. To do this
anglers must continue to fish safely,
locally and responsibly. “ n

News from Angling Trust and Fish Legal
Chance to win £2,000
and raise funds for
the Trust’s work

Online invasive species survey

Our popular Christmas raffle is an
important fundraiser for the Angling
Trust. For just £2 per ticket you can
support our work whilst hopefully
winning a little something for yourself, too!
First prize is £2,000 CASH with fantastic runner up prizes including
£1,500 and £750 of Daiwa UK tackle
and Glasgow Angling Centre Fishing
Megastore vouchers. You must be 18
years or over to enter. n

There’s still time to take part in our survey, in collaboration with the University
College London, to understand current awareness of invasive non-native species
and what we at the Trust can do to assist in managing the issue. n

Top tips for
winter fishing
Heavy rain can make for
challenging fishing, but
with the right mindset it’s
still possible to enjoy some
great sport! In their latest
blog post, Dom Garnett and
the Freshwater Team have
some essential tips for staying safe and enjoying excellent fishing, regardless of
the weather. n
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Please follow the lockdown rules
– message from CEO Jamie Cook

Call to halt
hydropower
expansion
As part of the Missing Salmon Alliance,
the Angling Trust has joined with organisations from across Europe in supporting
a manifesto calling for a halt to expansion
of hydropower in rivers. The manifesto
challenges the assumption that in-river
hydropower is a clean, green, sustainable
way of generating power with little or no
consequences, and highlights the loss of
freshwater environments and the negative impact on migratory fish. n

“I want to thank anglers for fishing responsibly during this lockdown. It is clear
from the messages we have received that, despite the restrictions, thousands of
anglers are adhering to the guidance and still enjoying their fishing. It is absolutely vital that anglers continue to fish safely, locally and responsibly throughout
this pandemic.” – Jamie Cook, CEO, Angling Trust & Fish Legal
The Angling Trust has produced a series of documents to assist anglers, clubs
and fisheries during the current pandemic lockdown in England. These free
advice guides are ideal to download and store on your phone. You can also find
more information on the Angling Trust’s dedicated Covid-19 Support Hub. n

Saving roach on
Hampshire Avon

Fishing Buzz for fantastic videos
Did you know
there are over 700
angling videos
and articles on our
website Fishing
Buzz? With
lockdown
restrictions in
place in England,
many of us will be
fishing a lot closer
to home. Check
out this video
with Matrix’s Lee
Wright to pick up
some great tips on
fishing canals! n

The Avon Roach Project book chronicles
the fantastic work of Trevor Harrop and
Budgie Price in helping to restore the
once threatened roach stocks of the
beautiful Hampshire Avon. The book is
now available to order online or you can
follow the link through to their website,
where Trev and Budgie have also posted
a blog of their 2020 activities. There’s a
hardback edition at £25 plus £5 P&P and
a special limited leather edition of just 50
copies at £185 plus £5 P&P. n

Reminder: AGM on November 28
This year’s Annual
General Meetings
for the Angling
Trust and Fish
Legal are being
held online on
Saturday,
November 28th.
If you want to
attend please
register
beforehand. n
8 Big Carp
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Show your
support...
buy a
branded
shirt
Show your support for our Anglers
Against Pollution campaign and raise
much needed funds to help the fight
by buying our branded clothing. Cotton processing and dyeing causes
pollution in many countries, so we
have worked hard to find a manufacturer whose supply chain ensures
that our shirts and hoodies don’t
damage the environment. Our shirts
cost a little more than the bargain
outlets on the high street, but you will
know that you are actively helping to
keep our rivers, lakes and oceans
clean and pollution free.
Fish Legal forces back down over
Hoveton Broad fish barriers
The legal action being taken by
Fish Legal on behalf of Angling Trust
and Broads Angling Services has won
the first battle to halt the Hoveton
Great Broad fish barriers and save the
Broads bream. n

Get the kettle on!
Let’s have a social
and talk about the
good old days.
Every carp angler should have their
own Pennywise. Though our good
friend, Terry the dwarf, has offered to
dress up as Pennywise and turn up in
the dark of the night while anglers are
sleeping on their bedchairs and
introduce himself while wearing a full
bodycam.
Back in the day we did something
similar Rob, dressed as Mummies.
Though Tel has been cancelled for
panto this year and needs something
to keep him active.
We have also given him a handful of
target celebrity carp anglers to sneak
up on in the night. Which include
Nigel Sharp, Ian Poole, and Rob
Hughes… Get that kettle on!
Keep up the good work!
Kibsee

10 Big Carp

Steve Briggs – Always makes me smile when
someone spots one of these Joan serving Barnaby a
cup of tea in Midsomer Murders, which was sent
over by an eagle-eyed viewer.

Shockleader
Carpy Humour from Dr. Kibble Lockeeeeeeeeeeeeeee
It’s a funny old world. I blame the
King of carp bling Martin Locke
myself, for my personal love of sheep.
Back in the day some carp anglers in
Kent used to call him ‘The Shepherd’.
Apparently, he could name every
sheep within a ten-mile radius of his
house. There was Sally, Barbara,
Sheila, Roxanne, the names were endless. I did hear once he had his carp
buzzers converted. So, when he got a
run, they would make a loud sound of
Baa… baa… baa… baaaaaaaa!…
Only a rumour though. When he was
on ‘Rainbow’ Bungle and George had
the right hump with him. He showed
no love for bears or hippopotamuses… Though if you are ever in the
great man’s company. Just pop a few
sheep breeds into the conversation.
Like Awassi, Bleu du Maine, Cheviot,
Dorset Down, Grey Troender, Kerry
Hill, Marwari, Poll Dorset, Romanov,
Santa Cruz, and especially a Zackel.
Then watch his little eyes light up.
His favourite I believe is the Exmoor

Horn though… Apparently every
sheep expert loves a Exmoor Horn.
Say no more squire. All I know if a
sheep hasn’t got legs, you might be
actually looking at a cloud, or the
medication you’re on is far too strong.
I’ve had sheepless nights thinking

about this for months. Fake news, and
rumours from Kent. or Shear madness? I let you decide for yourselves. I
know nothing Governor!… I think
Rob, I might have let the lamb out of
the bag, with this tale from the
water’s edge. n
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Sport England bosses learn about
increase in angling numbers
Sport England’s Director of Sport Phil
Smith and Director of Communications Ali Donnelly joined the Angling
Trust’s Jamie Cook and Martin Salter
as guests of Godalming Angling Society at Marsh Farm for their first ever
fishing trip.
Marsh Farm is home to specimen
tench and crucians as well as being a
thriving match and day ticket fishery.
It was one of the first fisheries in the
country to benefit from Sport England
investment and its success is testament to the dedication and hard work
of the club’s committee and volunteers.
Sport England work with the
Angling Trust to maintain active
lifestyles through sport and are
acutely aware of the benefits to physical health and mental wellbeing
angling delivers.
As skilled sporting enthusiasts in
their own right, Ali and Phil hit the
ground running and with the support
o f G o d a l m i n g ’s s k i l l e d L e v e l 2
coaches they managed six different
species and even encountered the
crucian carp which have made the
fishery famous. Not a bad start on a
chilly day with falling water temperatures!
Jamie Cook, CEO of Angling Trust
& Fish Legal, said:
“More than ever, it is important that
we do more to promote the benefits of
fishing to the wider community and

Ali Donnelly.
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Ali Donnelly and Phil Smith from Sport England with Jamie Cooke in background.

encourage our friends and colleagues
to give the sport a try. I know firsthand just how hard Ali and Phil have
worked over the past six months to
help sports like ours to continue and
it was fantastic to hear that they both
felt a sense of relaxation and enjoyment from their first experience of
fishing.
“I wasn’t surprised to see their
competitive nature kicking in as the
fish began to feed. However, I think it
would be fair to call this first round a
score draw and we look forward to
welcoming back both Phil and Ali, as
well as their colleagues and families,
for another try at fishing. In these difficult times I urge all anglers to introduce someone new to our wonderful
pastime.”
Mike Holcombe, Vice President of
Godalming Angling Society, said:
“We were delighted to host the
Angling Trust and Sport England at
Marsh Farm and show what we have
developed here over the last 15 years.
“Since the change in Covid restrictions in May allowing fishing to
recommence, we have experienced a
20% surge in new member applications, with nearly 300 joining the
Society from May to September this
year.
“This together with so many not
working, or furloughed, plus the
school closures, has resulted in all of
our fisheries being very popular with
anglers fishing safely on our banks
seven days every week.”
Phil Smith added:
“It was fantastic to see first-hand

one of the outstanding angling locations in the country and a real treat to
get to know the people behind the
Godalming Angling Society, who are
doing a great job in engaging people
of all ages in their community.
“We know that getting outside and
taking part in much loved pastimes is
vitally important for mental wellbeing
and it was uplifting to hear how much
work the Angling Trust are putting in
to make sure that in these challenges
times that people are able to do just
that.” n

Phil Smith.

UFB
ultimate feed boilies

Using the fishmeal & birdseed as a base, we have created an
entire range of pre flavoured ufb’s. Some are brand new flavours and combinations and some are old classic fan favourites brought back and given a new lease of life.

starmerbaits.com
eBay.co.uk/str/starmerltd
Amazon, search: starmerbaits
tel: 01268 690300
collection: call ahead.

Halibut & coconut
Plum & hemp

Available from

Almond & nut

1.9kg £12.50
5kg £26.00
10kg £50.00
25kg £112.50
50kg £225.00

Garlic mint

15mm & 20mm

Spicy sausage

Flavoured
range

Hempseed

Candy sweet cream

Bun spice

As with the fishmeal & birdseed ufb our flavoured ufb’s are fully
compatible with our liquid feed range, thus keeping the amazing flexibility and customizations options offered by the ufb’s.
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Norfolk Broads fish barriers face legal challenge

Acting on behalf of the Angling Trust
and the Broads Angling Services
Group, solicitors at Fish Legal have
issued a legal challenge against the
decision by the Environment Agency
(EA) and Natural England to press
ahead with plans to install fish barriers to block off vital spawning
grounds in Norfolk’s Hoveton Great
Broad.Top fisheries scientists at the
Institute of Fisheries Management,
who formally reviewed the project.
came to the same conclusions as the
EA’s own fisheries experts judging
the barriers to be potentially harmful
and recommending that they should
not proceed.
Part of the application for a Judicial
Review of the decision to proceed
with the fish barriers is based on the
EA ignoring the advice of their own
specialists.
The EA Fisheries Team stated:
“It follows that the proposed
biomanipulation methodology, involving the installation of fish proof barriers to prevent fish accessing the habitats currently found within HGB
[Hoveton Great Broad] carries a high
risk of detrimental impacts to the fish
populations of both HGB and the
Northern Broads system.”
They also warned that in granting
a permit, the EA would be in breach
of its statutory obligations under the
Water Framework Directive (WFD)
and that the precedent set would by
highly damaging both to the reputation of the Agency and its ability to
function in future as a credible environmental regulator.
“The impacts on fish cannot be
mitigated at a waterbody level within
HGB. Deteriorations in Fish Element
Status are not permissible under WFD
and the impacts and potential risks to
14 Big Carp

fish arising from the proposed activity
are incompatible with the exercise of
our statutory fisheries obligations in
respect of the Broads fishery
resource.”
Other grounds for Review
include:Unfair and unlawful public
consultation as evidence by the failure to place relevant information,
including the objections from EA fishery staff, in the public domain.Failure
to follow obligations under the Water
F r a m e w o r k D i r e c t i v e. T h e W F D
requires getting waterbodies and
linked waters to “Good Ecological
Status” but failed to take into account
the fact that Hoveton Great Broad
would go from being a prolific spawning area to having no fish.Natural
England gave an assurance that it
would not go ahead if there was a
‘significant impact on fish’’
Natural England and the Environment Agency have 21 days to lodge
their “acknowledgment of service”
under which they states if they want
to fight or concede the case against
them.
Martin Salter, Head of Policy at the
Angling Trust, said:“It’s a shame it
has come to this as we pleaded with
both agencies not to waste public
money contesting our challenge to
their palpably absurd and environmentally disastrous decision. It was
scandalous that the Angling Trust had
to use Freedom of Information legislation to force the EA to make public
the views of their own Fisheries, Biodiversity and Geomorphology team in
East Anglia who had spent seven
years on fish surveys, studies and tagging at a cost of more than £250,000
of rod licence and taxpayers’
money.”Their evidence showed that
the proposed barriers would be harm-

ful to the recruitment of bream stocks
in the Northern Broads. Bream are
one of the iconic species upon which
the £100 million angling economy of
the Norfolk Broads depends and we
trust that the courts will agree and
put an end to this nonsense once and
for all.”
Kelvin Allen, Chairman of Broads
Angling Servives Group, added:
“Since the EA granted the permit, It
is very evident now we have all the
relevant documents from the engagement of Fish Legal, that neither the
internal objection from the EA Fisheries based on clear evidenced work
was going to influence the outcome.
The telling internal papers from Natural England, only released to us three
weeks ago, show their true colours
and objectives of the project, set
against all the public environment
statements that fish would receive
protection seem worthless. Let’s give
the fish a voice for once!”
Justin Neal, Head Solicitor at Fish
Legal, said: “It took almost two
months after the permit was granted
for the EA to disclose the reasons for
their decision. The EA fishery team’s
scientifically-based objections and
other documents used to reach the
EA’s permitting decision were kept
from the public. The relevant documentation was not shared during the
consultation. Meanwhile, Natural
England said it would not continue
with the project if the fisheries team
objected. But there is no sign that
they intend to hold to that commitment. That is why we have launched
the legal challenge at the High Court
on behalf of the Angling Trust and the
Broads Angling Services Group.”
More information:Martin Salter
07976 946033. n

Shockleader
Angling Trust launches major campaign to end pollution
and halt decline in Britain’s rivers, lakes and coastal waters
The Angling Trust today launches a
major campaign to halt the decline in
Britain’s waters and protect the environment for future generations.
With every water body in England
assessed against the Water Framework standard failing, our rivers, lakes
and coastal waters are in crisis with
pollution from farming, sewage, plastics and litter the main cause.
Our Anglers Against Pollution campaign aims to give anglers a voice in
ensuring this Government lives up to
its rhetoric on improving our environment and meets its own legal responsibilities.
The campaign calls for:
• Better monitoring of our waters
• Proper enforcement of existing
laws and regulations
• Stricter punishments against polluters to discourage them from polluting again
• A review of existing laws to help
close loopholes
Together with climate change, pollution in rivers, lakes and estuaries is
having a catastrophic effect on plants
and wildlife – and the biggest threat
is in freshwater species. A recent
WWF Living Planet Report estimated
an 84 per cent loss in freshwater biodiversity.
Combined sewage overflows
(CSOs) are meant to only allow water
companies to pump raw sewage into
our rivers in exceptional circumstances. Yet in 2019, 6,508 CSOs
released untreated sewage into our
rivers 204,134 times. In total, they discharged raw sewage for 1.53 million
hours across nine water companies.

Exceptional circumstances?
At the same time, the Environment
Agency seemed to be turning a blind
eye. Its own river quality monitoring
programme reduced the number of
samples taken by over a quarter in the
last five years, from 126,723 in 2014 to
94,408 in 2019. And the number of
places it took those sample from was
reduced from 17,970 to 14,498. Worryingly, the number of river habitat surveys undertaken by the Agency
crashed from 312 in 2014 to just eight
in 2019.
It is not only the monitoring of
rivers that are suffering. Enforcement
of the rules has been devastated, too.
A good example is a group of regulations called the Farming Rules for
Water. Introduced in 2018, these rules
require good farming practice so that
farmers manage their land both to
avoid water pollution and to benefit
their business. Yet due to a lack of
resources, the Environment Agency
cannot enforce these rules properly.
With such few staff, it is estimated
each farm in England is likely to get a
visit to check they are following the
rules about once every 100 years.
Stuart Singleton-White, Angling
Trust’s Head of Campaigns, said:
“The Agency is struggling, but it is
hardly surprising when it has seen its
budget reduced by 57 per cent since
2010. It is hard to see how such drastic cuts are benefiting the taxpayer,
but it is easy to see how our rivers are
paying the price.
“The waters we fish are in crisis
and things are becoming worse, not
better. This Government has repeat-

edly said that the UK wishes to be a
world leader in conserving both the
environment and biodiversity but has
frequently failed to back this up with
action. Enough is enough!”
Jamie Cook, CEO of Angling Trust
& Fish Legal, said:
“The Angling Trust has been campaigning for cleaner waterways since
1948 and through our Anglers Against
Pollution campaign seeks to give
anglers a voice in the fight for a better
future for our environment by holding
the Government to account for its
promises and its responsibilities.
“Our waterways are suffocating
from all forms of pollution – from agricultural runoff to plastics, chemical
pesticides to raw sewage. Time is no
longer a luxury we can afford in the
fight for a cleaner tomorrow for our
environment, our fish and our fishing.”
Anglers Against Pollution has
already attracted support from highprofile anglers. Marina Gibson,
founder of the Northern Fishing
School and specialist game angler,
said:
“We have laws in place that should
be protecting our waterways from
pollution, but they are simply not
being enforced in a meaningful way.
Everyone wants to blame the Environment Agency, but we really need
to be scrutinising the Government
and asking why enforcement is so
under resourced and de-prioritised.
It’s time to invest in enforcement,
incentivise the updating of sewage
systems, and ensure that companies
and individuals who pollute our rivers
are held to account. If we don’t act
now it will be too late.”
Dai Gribble, former Drennan Cup
winner and specialist coarse angler,
said:
“Anglers are amongst those most
directly affected by poor water quality. Agriculture and sewage are the
source of both headline grabbing
incidents that kill fish but are also
responsible for many minor incidents
that have a more insidious impact on
water quality. The Environment
Agency can tackle both using existing legislation. In my experience from
working with the Environment
Agency, more bodies are needed in
the field rather than behind desks.”
The Angling Trust is calling on
anglers to support Anglers Against
Pollution by signing the petition on
the Angling Trust website. n
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Shockleader
Court orders Caerphilly Council to pay £30,000 to
angling club after botched de-silting works
Cardiff County Court last week found
in favour of the Rhymney and District
Angling Society in a long-running
claim against Caerphilly County Borough Council after the club’s fishery
at Parc Cwm Darran was decimated
when a lake was negligently drained
down to carry out desilting works in
2013.
The Council failed to put protection
in place to prevent fish being lost via
an outlet pipe and left the water levels
in the lake so low that most of the
carp, bream and roach suffocated in
the exposed silt. On the final day of a
three-day trial by video, the Judge
ordered the Council to pay the
angling club over £30,000 in damages
as well as substantial legal costs.
The trial was the culmination of a
seven-year battle for justice after the
Council denied responsibility for the
flawed works and even that any fish
had died, and refused to pay the club
anything towards restoring the fishery.
Five members of the club and two
local residents gave evidence via
video about the extent of the draindown, the fish losses and the impact
on the club, which holds the fishing
rights on Deri Lake at Parc Cwm Darran.
The 140 member strong club based
near Bargoed in the Rhymney Valley
was only able to fight the Council
with the backing of Fish Legal – a
membership association that uses the
law to protect fisheries on behalf of its
angler members.
Jesse Pugh, Secretary of the Rhymney & District Angling Society, said:
“Deri Lake is an artificial lake that

Deri Lake at Parc Cwm Darran after it had been drained.

was constructed on former colliery
land following the closure of Ogilvie
coal mine. The club leased it in 2010
from the Council and invested considerable time and money into making it a popular fishing venue by
installing fishing platforms, stocking
and carrying out regular maintenance. By 2012 it had become our
best fishery.
“In 2013, the Council decided to
carry out works to trap incoming silt.
Unfortunately, it started these works
without informing the club or Natural
Resources Wales, opened the outlet
pipe without ensuring a grid was in
place and drained down the shallow
lake by over a metre without monitoring the impact on the fish. The club
found out this was happening and
waded out into the exposed silt to try
to rescue any fish that had not already
died. Afterwards, when we asked for

Five members of Rhymney & District Angling Society and two local residents
attending the court hearing by video link .
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compensation in order to be able to
re-stock, the Council told us we had
no proof that any fish had died
because we had taken no photographs of dead fish. They have
maintained that position for the past
seven years.”
He added: “It is a great relief that
the court has now found that we have
been telling the truth all along and
has awarded us compensation for the
loss of our best fishery over those
years. In fact, it is now returning to its
former high quality after re-stocking
in 2018-19.”
“None of this would have been possible without the help of Fish Legal
and without doubt every penny that
we’ve paid for membership of the
organisation has proven to be well
and truly worthwhile. We, as a small
club, would in no way have had the
finances to pursue this matter to a
conclusion without Fish Legal and
would strongly advise any club that
leases water to become members.”
Andrew Kelton, Solicitor for Fish
Legal, said: “I am glad to say that the
court’s judgment has completely vindicated the club’s version of events in
early 2013, which they were formally
accused of fabricating during the
trial. By contrast, the Council’s version was in effect found to be completely unreliable. We do not know
why it did not admit its fault and settle the case much earlier, but I do
know the club is greatly relieved that
justice has at last been achieved. I
found Jesse Pugh and Brian Rees
(club chairman) to be models of
integrity throughout the whole process.” n

Shockleader
Government rejects plea to add cormorants
to the General Licence
Once again, government ministers
have failed to approve proposals that
would help control cormorant numbers in the UK and give fish stocks
some protection from the unsustainable levels of predation caused by
these birds, whose numbers have
skyrocketed over the last 30 years.
Representations from anglers and
fishery owners were ignored and the
new general licences, which come
into force on January 1st, make no
allowance for the need to have better
controls on fish-eating birds.
The current cumbersome and
bureaucratic Natural England licensing scheme for cormorant control
remains in place with a national cap
of 3,000 birds in any one year.
Background
Working with the Avon Roach Project
and other partners, the Angling Trust
led a campaign to have cormorants
added to the general shooting licence,
along with jackdaws, magpies and
pigeons, so that their numbers could
be kept down to sustainable levels.
A review of the General Licence
was announced last year, and the
Trust submitted a comprehensive
case to Ministers making the following key points:
• The biodiversity of our rivers and
still waters are at serious risk from
excessive predation from cormorants.
• The abundance and range of cormorants have both increased dramatically in recent decades to often
unsustainable levels in many areas,
with an influx of the migrant European sub-species Phalacrocorax
carbo sinensis from mainland
Europe.
• 86% of rivers in the UK are failing to
meet the standard of good ecological condition measured against the
Water Framework Directive – with
part of the assessment based upon
general fish assemblage.
• It is an accepted fact that predation
by cormorants is a significant factor
in fish population declines, particularly in the context of low flows,
loss of spawning habitat, barriers to
migration and pollution that
threaten the regeneration of fish
populations.
• Modification of our rivers by man
has resulted in all coarse and game
fish species being increasingly vulnerable to cormorants as they try to
migrate up and down rivers
through weirs, hydropower plants

and other man-made barriers to
complete their life cycles. Cormorants pose a direct threat to designated endangered fish species
protected under European legislation, including European eel,
Atlantic salmon, lamprey and bullhead.
• Overwintering cormorants in England are now estimated at over
30,000. Each individual requires
approximately 500g (in excess of
1lb) of fish every day.
• The Eel Management Plans submitted and accepted by the European Commission estimate that
between 29 & 43 tonnes of endangered eels are eaten by cormorants
every year in England and Wales.
• The government’s Moran Committee acknowledged the damage that
cormorants can do to inland fisheries.
Also included was a comprehensive report from the Avon Roach Project which can be found here:
The Avon Roach Project evidencebased Challenge to Natural England/Defra Review of Fish-Eating
Birds Policy, including history, facts
and a short film
Anglers and fishery owners were
encouraged to respond to the General
Licence review consultation, and
many did so before the deadline in
December 2019.
The Angling Trust submission
concluded:
We believe that cormorants should be
included on the revised General
Licences, under section 16(1) of the
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981,
subsection (k) preventing serious
damage to livestock, foodstuffs for
livestock, crops, vegetables, fruit,
growing timber, fisheries or inland
waters, in order to enable fishery
managers to adequately protect their
fish stocks and their livelihoods.
General Licence 42
Despite the new General Licence
(GL42) being available from January
1st 2021 for the purpose of combatting six serious damage purposes –
livestock attacks; livestock feedstuffs
and spread of disease; crops including fruit and vegetables; timber; fisheries; inland waters – not a single
fish-eating bird has been added to the
list.
Click here for Statutory
Guidance
Stuart Singleton-White, Head of Campaigns at the Angling Trust said:

“This is yet another opportunity
lost for cormorants to be added to the
General Licence to enable angling
clubs and riparian owners to more
effectively control the impact these
fish-eating birds are having on our
fish, including those fish which are
themselves meant to be protected
under UK and European legislation.
We submitted a powerful evidence
case, and it is disappointing to see
Ministers shying away from giving
our fish stocks the protection they
need.”
Trevor Harrop of the Avon Roach
Project said:
“Despite two of the things listed for
protection being ‘fisheries’ and
‘inland waters’ it is extremely disappointing and frustrating to see the
species responsible for the greatest
threat to these remaining unlisted on
the General Licence.
“It is quite extraordinary that ministers continue to deny the right to a
reasonable level of protection of our
vulnerable inland fish populations
from a non-native European overwintering visitor despite a solid evidence-based argument and a huge
response to their public consultation.
“It seriously calls into question the
level of qualification of those making
these decisions and how unarguable
facts and sound science can simply
be ignored. This is nothing short of an
insult, and we will not let this be the
end of it.”
Martin Salter, Head of Policy at the
Angling Trust and long-time campaigner for cormorant controls said:
“Whilst the Angling Trust has won
plenty of campaigns of late for the
benefit of fish and fishing, it’s a matter
of extreme frustration for us all that
governments of all persuasions seem
reluctant to acknowledge the damage
these invasive birds can do to some of
our vulnerable native fish species.
“The cormorant is an apex predator, unmatched in nature, and is a
major threat to the health of our
inland fish populations. Although
there have been some modest
improvements over the years current
licensing regime remains woefully
inadequate, restrictive and inflexible.
However, we are not giving up and
the Angling Trust will continue to
make representations to Defra and
the devolved administrations about
the need to effectively manage the
impact fish-eating birds have upon
fisheries and inland waters.” n
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Providing specialist cover for
you and your equipment

Various Options are available allowing
you to choose the right cover for you
Full details are available on our website
www.anglers昀rstinsurance.co.uk
where you can apply on line
Payment by instalments is available
Special features include:

Up to
£16,000
cover for
昀shing
equipment

Coarse,
Game,
Fly, Match
Fishing

24 Hour
premises
cover

Motor
Vehicle
Cover

Worldwide
Cover
included
as standard

Mead Sport & Leisure arrange cover for Fishing Clubs, Fisheries,
Gillies, Coaches and Guides. If of interest call 0800 085 0261.

Cover
from just

£79
£75
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DISCOUNT VOUCHER!

The value of the voucher will be
dependent on the level of cover arranged.

Below is a summary of the bene昀ts that are
included according to the Option selected:

24 Hour Cover
for Theft
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Quote BIG CARP when
taking out an insurance
cover with Anglers First
Insurance and receive a

Night
Fishing

BIG
CARP

Readers
Offer

Cover while
you are 昀shing
abroad

BENEFITS

STANDARD
Worldwide

BRONZE
Worldwide

SILVER
Worldwide

GOLD
Worldwide

PLATINUM
Worldwide

EXCESS

Public liability

£5 million

£5 million

£5 million

£5 million

£5 million

Nil

£2,500

£5,000

£7,500

£10,000

£12,500

Nil

Nil

Nil

£250

£500

£750

£2,000

£4,000

£8,000

£12,000

£16,000

PERSONAL ACCIDENT
- Loss of limb(s) eye(s)
Reimbursement of subscription
and paid fee
Theft of or Accidental
Damage to fishing Equipment

£50

- maximum claim from
£1,500

£3,000

£6,000

£9,000

£12,000

- bait cover

a locked shed

£100

£200

£400

£600

£800

Tackleand
Boxtent
and contents
- bivvy

£100
£200

£200
£400

£400
£800

£600
£1,200

£800
£1,600

£1,000

£1,000

£2,000

£3,000

£3,000

Nil

£75
£79

£90
£99

£180
£199

£275
£299

£360
£399

Nil

Record Catch

ANNUAL PREMIUMS
Including Insurance Premium Tax

Payment can be made by instalments. Details available on our website
For full details of the cost, cover, benefits, limitations & excesses visit

www.anglers昀rstinsurance.co.uk and APPLY ON LINE
or call us today if you require any information on 0800 0355842

Anglers First Insurance is a trading name of Golfguard Ltd.
Mead Sport & Leisure Limited is an appointed representative of Golfguard Ltd.
Golfguard Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

Anglers First

INSURANCE

Tac –Tec

Our monthly
reviews on
products
currently on
the market

In this issue:
• Snugpak
• Outlaw Pro
• Nite Watches
• Coleman

Snugpak’s New Fleece Liner with
Zip Adds Extra Layer of Warmth
‘Add an extra season to your sleeping bag’
As seasons change you’ll need extra
warmth from your sleeping bag on
overnight camping trips. Snugpak’s
insulating sleeping bag liner with full
length zip can instantly add over a
season to your sleeping bag and the
lush fleece will create luxurious comfort and warmth for occasional colder
nights without the need to invest in a
new bag.
The breathable and moisture wicking fleece liner @ £44.95 rrp is supplied with its own compression sack
when not in use, it weighs only 1000g
is available in Olive green and packs
down to a handy space saving 25cm x
18cm pack size.
To s a v e b u l k , t h e p a c k a b l e
lightweight fleece liner can even be
used on its own as a sleep system in
warmer climates if a full sleeping bag
is not necessary.

Snugpak’s full range of Essential
Camping Kit can be found on the
website at www.snugpak.com. n

Tac-Tec
Outlaw Pro Unveils Megastore Nine Months After Online Launch
The newest and fastest growing UK fishing retailer, Outlaw Pro, is set
to open its very first store in Billericay, Essex on Saturday 31 October.
Outlaw Pro launched online only this
February and thanks to huge success
in spite of the challenges that this
year has presented, is fast on its way
to becoming the leading angling
retailer in the UK.
With a mission to disrupt the £1.4
billion recreational angling market, a
strong focus on offering premium
products at fair prices, and with a
quality of customer service that outperforms all competitors, the Outlaw
Pro megastore will provide a truly
immersive experience for anglers.
Whilst browsing products, customers will be able to stop and
observe carp up to 15lb – including
leathers, fully scaled mirrors and zip
linears – in the store’s 11-tonne fish
tank; check out the bivvies on the
turfed raised bed; enjoy fishing content broadcast from the store’s 12’x6’
screen – including product videos,
Terry Edmunds Casting Tips and ‘Live
from the Lake’ sessions hosted by
Russell Webb; be transported to the
bank with Outlaw Pro original atmospheric scents; and book a session to
try out new purchases at Outlaw
Pro’s very own four acre fishing lake
in Brentwood.
With fishing experts on hand offer-

ing tailored advice to suit any skillset,
visitors to the Outlaw Pro store will
also benefit from the knowledge of
high-profile anglers including long
range casting legend and ex-record
holder, Terry Edmonds, who will regularly be on site advising customers on
rod choice. Set over 6,000 square feet,
the new megastore will showcase
Outlaw Pro’s extensive product
range, which is designed to suit all
fishing abilities; from complete
novices to the most expert of anglers.
Products include bait, clothing, tackle
and bank accessories for carp, coarse,
match & predator anglers.
Supporting a whole host of top
British manufacturers, Outlaw Pro
partners with premium brands to offer

customers the best quality fishing
products without the premium price
tags. Brands available at the store will
include Outlaw Pro own brand, Shimano, RidgeMonkey, NASH, Summit
Tackle, Cygnet, Trakker, ESP, Avid,
Carp Royale, Drennan, Preston, Zebco
Browning, Quantum and E-Sox.
Co-founder and Outlaw Pro
‘Guvnor’ Stewart Lawson says “We’re
chuffed to be launching Outlaw Pro’s
first store. It will be a total game
changer for the industry. We believe
the Outlaw Pro experience is unlike
anything else on the market and can’t
wait to invite customers in to join in
the fun.”
For more information about Outlaw
Pro, visit www.outlawpro.co.uk. n

New styles from Nite Watches
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Tac-Tec
70QT Xtreme® Marine Cooler

A must-have for fishermen, Coleman
Xtreme® Marine Coolers are
designed specifically for use in the
hot sun.
UVGuard™ reflective colour additives protect the cooler, fighting
against yellow discoloration and
cracking caused by sun exposure.
Combined with all of the Coleman
Xtreme® cooling-qualities, these
coolers are perfect for outdoorsmen,
fishermen, or a day at the
beach!
Additional Premium PU
Insulation
Unlike other manufacturers, Coleman rigid coolers
are insulated with
Polyurethane insulation
(PU). PU is a very dense
and an excellent insulator
filling the entire internal
cavity of the cooler, leaving
no air gaps and so improving its insulating efficiency.
Extensive testing at Coleman has
shown that cooling loss from rigid
coolers is 30% through the top and
also 30% through the base. Coleman’s
latest models feature increased insulation in these particular areas
together with reduced insulation on
the sides. The result of these changes
is not only improved cooling performance but the reduction in exterior
dimensions and the increase in internal volume.
A New Shape and Increased
Efficiency
When a cooler comes in contact with
a warm floor, heat is transferred
directly from the floor to the cooler
and reduces the cooler’s efficiency.
Coleman has included shaped feet
into the design of its newer rigid
cooler models separating the cooler
base from the floor and increasing airflow. This flow of air acts as an addi-
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tional form of insulation, slowing the
transfer of heat from the floor and so
improving the coolers performance.
Additional research has also resulted
in the rounding of the cooler’s corners, once again this change of shape
has increased airflow and further
enhanced their performance.
Increased Efficiency
When a cooler comes in contact with
a hot floor, heat is transferred directly
to the cooler. If the
cooler is lifted off of
the ground, the heat is
transferred through
the air in the gap (air is
a great insulator).
Cooler have two integrated, rounded feet
providing the perfect
amount of space for
air to flow.
Research indicates
that the most performance efficient
shape for a cooler is spherical, as this
is not practical we have angled the
corners of selected models to further
enhance performance.
Antimicrobial Liner – Resists
odor, mold and mildew
The Antimicrobial additive is bonded
in the material and there is no risk of

it being scratched or washed off. It is
very strong and won’t weak over time
– it’s there for the life of the product.
The Antimicrobial barrier ensures
the product resists mold and mildew
growth and it also blocks unpleasant
odors from developing.
It is totally safe. The active ingredient in the antimicrobial substance is
also used in common dandruff shampoos and artificial food additives.
Consumers come in contact with the
substance daily and in some cases
digest it without any ill effects. The
Antimicrobial surface is environmentally and eco-friendly.
Stainless steel hinges and
screws
All metal components on this cooler
are made from premium stainless
steel. This prevents the screws and
hinges from rusting or eroding over
time in salt-water environments.
UV Protectant – Prohibits
damage from sun exposure
The outer case and lid of the cooler is
injected with a UV inhibitor. The
cooler is protected from constant sun
exposure and will protect against yellowing and cracking, which can often
occur if the cooler is kept permanently on a boat or dock. n

Oak Lakes Fisheries
www.oaklakesfisheries.co.uk

Pipe lake member only fishes days but still does well 30lb and 34lb.

Lake Prices

Smashing winter carp at Oak Lakes – 28lbs, 24lbs, 28lbs, 27lbs + 1.

Day ticket
lake
(Oak Lake)
– £10 a day and
£20 for 24 hours.
Predator Lake
– Prices are the
same as the day
ticket lake for
pike during the
winter – £20 a
day and £30 for
24 hours for
catfish in the
summer.
Match Lake £6 for one rod
and £10 for
two rods.

COVID-19 RULES – The official government position
Local rules that we must administer are as follows:
1. You must PRE-BOOK and PRE-PAY and only in a maximum of pairs, no
more than two can fish together. Bookings are taken by calling us or emailing us, by phone is best option, then paying via our main website.
2. You must remember to bring your own toilet rolls; we cannot supply you.
3. Only one person in the toilets at any one-time – use the lock as you go in
to make sure this happens.
4. The cafe will not be open at all during lockdown, this means closed completely. No takeaway breakfasts or drinks.
5. The bait/tackle shop will not be open at all during lockdown, so make sure
you bring everything or visit a registered bait/tackle shop website before
arriving – such as M H Tackle Wickford or J P Tackle Maldon.
6. Local takeaways for Indian, Chinese, Thai, pizza etc. will all still deliver to
13lbs 7oz caught 6.37am – precise timing on Oak Lake.

the main car park.
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Exclusive

The 9-5
Over-night Life
By Adam Kirk

M

ost of my
a n g l i n g t i m e,
especially as of
late, are overnight sessions
between my 95 job, giving me 12-hours of angling
on average to make the most of normally one night per week, but if I’m
feeling it I can fish up to two nights. I
used to do a lot more weekend
angling but as life progresses things
change, so I’ve adapted to this mobile
approach with minimal tackle and I
will never be able to change now!
“I sometimes look in my rucksack
and think how can it be so empty?
Something must be missing but no I
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am just taking what I need, not what I
own.
Prior to arriving at the lake, I will do
as much homework as I can via social
media, looking at what zones have
been fished, where they’ve been
caught etc. In doing this it gives me
two things to go on; an area the fish
may be using to feed happily in, or an
area to avoid, such as an area that’s
been baited without results. But this
information is put to the back of my
mind on arrival, so as not to become
too focussed on a set area. And I will
fish for what I see, whilst also keeping
the above in mind.
If the lakes is not too busy on
arrival, which tends to be around

6.00pm, I like to roam with the barrow
flicking singles to shows or signs of
feeding fish which is a highly productive method, for this I use a long
multi-rig around 12-14 inches, fished
with a small 12mm white NS1 pop up
and a 1.5oz lead.
Sometimes I will spray a few 15mm
Pacific Tuna boilies around, if I feel the
situation requires. As the day fades
into night, I will set up the brolly in
the area of the last shows, flick the
rigs out with a light scattering of the
pacific tuna, if I do not have any areas
or zones pre-baited in that area.
If the lake is busy on arrival and I
feel this method is not good etiquette
to the anglers currently fishing, I will
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The 9-5 Over-night Life Exclusive

opt to scout the water away from
everyone else, whilst baiting a few
margin zones, etc with crushed boilie,
hemp and pellet to keep my eye in
and settle on the most likely looking
zone, come dusk. I will then set the
marginal traps (tends to be one either
side of the swim) and put one out in
the lake, if the area allows ready for
the night. In this circumstance, I am
relying on that typical first-light
action before I leave at 7.00am for
work.
Over time on the lake and keeping
an eye on social media, you start to
piece the lake together, knowing
what areas the fish are using at certain times of the day, months of the
year, or certain weather conditions.
All this is noted either on the phone,
or mentally and is all part of the puzzle to make my overnight sessions
productive.
Pre-baiting: This gives a big
edge, either making those hour and
half round trips to go bait areas, or
just trickling bait into zones when
fishing certainly helps, this gives you

back up plans for the evenings if the
fish are not active or those trips
where the mobile approach cannot be
used effectively. You do not need to
excessively pre-bait. Just a few handfuls of bits and pieces is enough in the
edge and a pouch full of boilies on the
open water spots is more than
enough.
I find it’s best to do this on the
quiet, or in the hours of darkness, thus
keeping those zones to myself. The
small amounts of bait will be enough
the keep the spot visited and in turn
clean, but not enough for the fish to
put on a feeding ‘display’ showing
anglers where they are! Again, it is all
about being low key!
One-peg wonder: There are
times I will go and continually fish
one or two pegs and go straight to
these without looking elsewhere, so
as not to get distracted. This tends to
be when the daylight of my sessions
is being cut back quickly during that
transition from summer into autumn.
I will opt for a peg that’s had very little use throughout the summer and I

will keep applying bait to this area
using seeds and boilie crumb for the
fish to clean me a spot for around two
weeks before I will actually fish it. I
will then fish these areas with two or
three medium spombs of larger particles, for example tigers and chopped
boilies which is just enough for a bite
during the hours of darkness, as I’m
only fishing for one bite.
On leaving for work the next morning another few spombs of finer seed
will be applied to keep the spot
primed.
Off the bank preparation:
This will see me keeping the tackle in
order at home, rigs tied, restock of
used items such as terminal tackle,
tea or coffee, leads.
Prepping the particles and bait in
the garden. I just try to do as much as
possible before my sessions, sometimes I’ll be found rooting in the back
of my van putting my hook baits on
during my lunch break at work, all
these little percentages of time off the
bank give me that little extra fishing
time! n

WIN A HOLIDAY FOR TWO
Our good friends Steve and Sandy
Bond have put up a fantastic competition prize
in Big Carp to celebrate Big Carp’s
250th issue. Here’s your chance to
win a Holiday for two including
food at Lake Bossard.

And it could not be simpler to enter… All, you have
to do is go to the BOSSARD Facebook page…
1 You must like the Bossard page.
2 You must like and share this competition.
3 And just write “Done”
in the comments.
Closing date is
1st June 2021.

Good luck!

SPECIAL OFFER
ALL ORDERS OVER
£25 NOW POST FREE!

POST & PACKING
Small items
£4.00
Reels & standard
items £6.00
Rods & larger
items £8.00
Orders will currently

ORDERS OVER £25
take longer than
ARE POST FREE normal to be delivered

VASS-TEX CHEST WADERS
700E Nova
Heavy Duty
PVC
Chest
Waders
OUR PRICE

£89.99
SHIMANO REELS
For anglers wanting reliable Shimano
Baitrunner technology on a small
budget, the new Baitrunner ST-RB is
the natural choice.

BAITRUNNER
ST6000RB

6000RB
OUR PRICE

£49.99
rrp £64.99

SLEEPING BAGS

Trakker Deluxe
Thermal Bedchair
Cover

BAITRUNNER
ST10000RB

10000RB
OUR PRICE

£52.50
rrp £69.99

Trakker Big Snooze
Plus Wide

Trakker Big Snooze +

600 Series
Chest
Waders
OUR PRICE

OUR PRICE

OUR PRICE

£69.99

£57.50

£84.99

rrp £89.99

rrp £74.99

rrp £76.49

OUR PRICE

£54.99

VISIT POINGDE
WYCHWOOD
TACTICAL WALLED MAT

FOX HALO
POWER
PACKS

Perfect portable
source of bank side
power for charging
a variety of electronic
devices such as
4800mAh
mobile phones,
OUR PRICE
laptops and
.99
audio/visual
products.
rrp £139.99

£125

Produced from fish friendly materials and
excessive foam thickness to create the ultimate
mat system. Complete peace of mind whilst
handling fish during unhooking and photography.
9600mAh
OUR PRICE

£188

.99

rrp £209.99

NASH TACKLE
TITAN HIDE XL BIVVY

NASH TACKLE
SIREN R3 BITE ALARM
BUNDLE SPECIAL OFFER
Save £££’s with this bundle
special offer!! Three of the
revolutionary Siren R3 alarms
and a receiver for well over
£100 off the normal RRP!
OUR PRICE

OUR PRICE

£324

£74.99

.99

SONIK VADERX
RS CARP RODS

WYCHWOOD
TACTICAL BROLLY

OUR PRICE

rrp £299.99

NASH TACKLE BED BUDDY

Unique internal
storage pockets
included

OUR PRICE

£169.99

DAIWA EMBLEM SPOD REEL
AMAZING PRICE!

The Bed Buddy is a lightweight session accessory
that allows you to sit on a bed with correct back
support, without carrying a separate chair.

Designed around the
body and spool of
the Emblem Pro, the
‘Spod’ retrieves over
100cm of line for
every handle turn.

OUR PRICE

£44.99

OUR PRICE

£109

.99

rrp £175.00

NASH TACKLE
INDULGENCE
BIG DADDY
CHAIR

The latest generation of
renowned Indulgence Sleep
Systems include up rated and
extended lumbar support,
along with USB connectivity
for storing power packs and
charging smartphones and other
electronic devices. All while
sleeping in absolute comfort!

NASH TACKLE
INDULGENCE
ULTRALITE
CHAIR

SS3 WIDE
OUR PRICE

SS4
OUR PRICE

SS4 WIDE
OUR PRICE

£399

£424

£424

£449.99

DAIWA TOURNAMENT BASIA
QD POINGDESTRES EDITION
CUSTOM BUILD REEL

10FT 3LB
OUR PRICE

2¾LB & 3LB
OUR PRICE

3¼ & 3½LB
OUR PRICE

£54.99

£59.99

£59.99

12FT

12FT

10FT

SS3
OUR PRICE

.99

rrp £439.99

rrp £441.96

VaderX RS carp rods are the
evolved and refined version
of Sonik’s award winning
VaderX carp rods.

£249.99

NASH TACKLE INDULGENCE
5 SEASON SLEEP SYSTEMS

.99

rrp £467.99

rrp £467.99

Trakker Tempest
Advanced 100 Bivvy
OUR PRICE

£674.99
rrp £749.99

Trakker Tempest Brolly 100T

Sonik XTRACTOR carp rods fill a real
gap in the market for affordable
top-quality rods that are easy
to transport due to their
short pack down lengths.
9FT 2¾LB
OUR PRICE

10FT 3¼LB
OUR PRICE

£53

£62

.99

rrp £59.99

.99

rrp £69.99

NASH TACKLE
INDULGENCE
HI-BACK
CHAIR

rrp £494.99

TRAKKER BIVVIES

This special edition Tournament BASIA QD
Custom Reel has been built to Poingdestres
Angling Centre’s unique specification for the
discerning angler wanting that distinctive look!!

SONIK XTRACTOR
CARP RODS

.99

10FT 3½LB
OUR PRICE

OUR PRICE

£62.99

£449.99

rrp £69.99

rrp £580.00

NASH TACKLE
INDULGENCE
DADDY LONG
LEGS CHAIR

OUR PRICE

£269.99
NASH TACKLE
INDULGENCE
SUB-LO
CHAIR

OUR PRICE

OUR PRICE

OUR PRICE

OUR PRICE

OUR PRICE

£149.99

£109.99

£159.99

£139.99

£99.99

rrp £164.99

rrp £120.00

rrp £175.99

rrp £153.99

rrp £109.99

CARP RODS IN STOCK

WYCHWOOD
TACTICAL SLING MAT

NASH TACKLE SIREN S5
DIGITAL BITE ALARM

Harrison

Next level accuracy and reach
for stealth positioning of rigs in
areas inaccessible to even the
sharpest casting.

Harrison Advanced Rods Torrix TE
Special Carp Rods
12ft
£342.00 £307.80
12ft6
£342.00 £315.90
Harrison Advanced Rods Cerbera Carp
Rods
3lb
£270.00 £243.00
3.25lb
£270.00 £244.62
Trebuchet Light 12ft 3.75lb
£414.00 £372.60

OUR PRICE

£59.99

.99

Pioneer DPM Camo 100
1-Man Bivvy System Wrap
OUR PRICE

£84

.99

THINKING ANGLERS
CAMFLECK LUGGAGE
CAMFLECK
REEL POUCH

T
POSEE OUR PRICE
£99.95
R
F

OUR PRICE

CAMFLECK
RUCKSACK

CAMFLECK
COOL BAG
ROD SLEEVE
OUR PRICE

£17

.99

RUCKSACK
OUR PRICE

COOL BAG
OUR PRICE

REEL POUCH
OUR PRICE

£79

£32

£13.99

.99

£149.99

.99

FOX R-SERIES
1-MAN XL BIVVIES

We have a large selection of this luggage
visit poingdestres.co.uk for full range
The R-Series 1-man XL bivvies
are ideal for the angler wanting
additional space and head room
created by the extra high frame.

NASH TACKLE SLEEP SYSTEM

This Sleep System is a blockbuster
for comfort and value, utilising Nash’s
expertise from producing the carp world’s
most successful bed systems - the
Indulgence range.

WRAP
OUR PRICE

£143

CAMFLECK SINGLE
ROD SLEEVE

OUR PRICE

rrp £699.99

OUR PRICE

Similar to the original
Series 700 Nova
model, this camo
pattern model doesn’t
get much cooler for
the image conscious
angler!

£134.99

The Rx-D Digital Remote
Receiver is the bespoke partner
for the new Txi-D alarms and
includes improved features over
the original Rxi model.

£629.99

The E800 Series
Camo Chest Wader is
reassuringly tough and
uniquely comfortable
due to its bi-stretch
properties.

rrp £164.99

DELKIM RX-D DIGITAL
REMOTE RECEIVER

BIVVY
OUR PRICE

VISIT US ONLINE FOR OUR
FULL RANGE OF RODS
Deluxe Roving
Rucksack

Small Carryall

TAL
DIGI OTE
REMEIVER
RECALSO E
L
I L AB
AVA

Pioneer DPM Camo 100
1-Man Bivvy System

OUR PRICE

OUR PRICE

£149.99

LEDs available in:Blue, Green, Purple,
Red, White or Yellow

OUR PRICE

£119.99

OUR PRICE

£19.99

DELKIM TXI-D
DIGITAL BITE
ALARMS

£799.99

Century C2 (Command & Control) Carp
Rod s
12ft 3.25lb
£469.00 £430.00
12ft 3.5lb
£489.00 £450.00

£159

BLUE, GREEN,
RED, WHITE

AQUA BIVVIES
Pioneer 150 1-Man
Bivvy System

Century

AQUA PRODUCTS
DPM LUGGAGE
Roving
Rucksack

VASS-TEX E800
SERIES CAMO
CHEST WADERS

NASH TACKLE
BUSHWHACKER 15M
BAITING POLE SYSTEM

.99

rrp £159.99

STANDARD
OUR PRICE

WIDE
OUR PRICE

£199

£229

.99

rrp £219.99

.99

KHAKI
OUR PRICE

£246.99

CAMO
OUR PRICE

£200.00

rrp £252.99

ESTRES.CO.UK
FOX EOS 1-MAN BIVVY

TRAKKER LEVELITE
TRANSFORMER
CHAIR

Fox Stalker Plus
2/3 Rod Pod

OUR PRICE

£89

.99

rrp £164.99

WE ARE A CYGNET PRO
DEALER, TO SEE THE
FULL RANGE EITHER
VISIT US ONLINE OR
CALL ON 023 8051 0077
FOR ADVICE.

BAIT

rrp £654.99
4-ROD SET
OUR PRICE

£719.99

.99

rrp £129.99

OUR PRICE

rrp £799.99

£249.99

OUR PRICE

£148.99

Features include:• 8000mm hydrostatic head fabric
• Two-rib, pram-hood design featuring a
generous peak for extra protection
• Two-way letter box style door with integrated
mesh insert plus PVC and solid panel options
• Front can be rolled back to create an open
fronted shelter
• Lightweight groundsheet and heavy duty pegs
• Supplied in a zipped carry bag

FULL RANGES
IN STOCK

3-ROD SET
OUR PRICE

OUR PRICE

£116

FOX RX+ MICRON BITE
ALARM PRESENTATION SETS
£569.00

T
POSEE
FR
rrp £109.99

The EOS 1-man bivvy is the
ideal starter bivvy for the
beginner, or those with a
restricted budget, offering
great value for money.

WYCHWOOD TACTICAL
1-MAN BIVVY & WRAP

NASH TACKLE
MF60 INDULGENCE
5 SEASON SLEEP
SYSTEMS

Nash set the standard in luxury
and comfort with their legendary
Indulgence beds, but now they’ve
raised the bar even
higher, with their all
season MF60 sleep
systems.

NEW

The Tactical 1-Man Bivvy is a 3-rib shelter,
designed to offer comfort and protection all
year round. The unique shape allows for a good
footprint without compromising on height.

Tactical 1-Man
Bivvy Overwrap
SS3
OUR PRICE

SS3 WIDE
OUR PRICE

£449.99

£474.99 £474.99

£499.99

rrp £494.99

rrp £522.99

rrp £549.99

SONIK GIZMO 3-ROD
REMOTE ALARM SET
& BIVVY LIGHT

rrp £522.99

Camo Tackle
Cases

40LTR RUCK
OUR PRICE

SMALL/LARGE
OUR PRICE

QUIVER
OUR PRICE

£49

£12 /£15

£39

OUR PRICE

£249.99
.95

.95

OUR PRICE

£119.99

6000SQ.FT

ESP CAMO LUGGAGE
40ltr Camo
Rucksack

.95

Turn the Tactical 1-Man
Bivvy into a true ‘home
from home’.

SS4 WIDE
OUR PRICE

SS4
OUR PRICE

Camo
3-Rod
Quiver
&
Sleeve

.95

SHOWROOM
INS
5 M 27
J3 M

RIDGEMONKEY PRODUCTS
NOW IN STOCK

We also stock

We are a Aqua Pro Dealer, to
see the full range either view
online or call us on
023 8051 0077 for advice.

UNIT 11, SOUTHAMPTON TRADE PARK, THIRD AVENUE, SOUTHAMPTON, SO15 0AD

EMAIL US AT SALES@POINGDESTRES.CO.UK
OR VISIT POINGDESTRES.CO.UK
FAX: 02380 773841

find us on facebook.com/Poingdestres

E&OE

Exclusive

Unprecedented
Times
By Chris King
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D

esperate for a break
during these
unprecedented
times; having both
worked on the frontline throughout the
pandemic, my wife and I, accompanied by our Labrador Brian, booked a
short break in the Dordogne region of
southern France.
Complications arose two days
before departure when the UK Government announced that citizens
returning from France would be
required to quarantine for 14 days.
After an anxious 48-hours, fearing
that the French Parliament would
reciprocate the restrictions, we talked
through our options then decided
that for our own emotional wellbeing,
the time away was necessary and we
were prepared to quarantine on our
return.
Researching the local area, I discovered a small, secluded lake of
around four acres.
After making some enquiries, I was
advised that the lake did indeed hold
several carp and at the right time of
year had produced a specimen of
50lb.

This was by no means a prolific
French water, where dreams of landing a 70lb-plus PB would be possible.
However, it was an opportunity that I
couldn’t pass up.
My wife, supportive as ever, agreed

that I could spend a couple of days on
the bank while she enjoyed the sunshine and some peace and quiet.
Packing my rods before she could
change her mind we were now set for
our French adventure.
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After a nine-hour drive and several
pit stops, enabling Brian to stretch his
legs, we arrived at our temporary new
home and after unpacking I headed to
the lake.
Overgrown and with only a limited
number of fishable swims, I spent a
couple of hours looking at the water,
understanding the environment and
searching for signs of life.
There was an abundance of natural
food and fish were showing in front of
the inaccessible far bank, tight to the
margins and among a few snags.
Armed with this knowledge I prepared a particle mix consisting of
hemp, maize, seeds, pulses and fish
meal groundbait.
A P VA b a g a p p r o a c h w a s t h e
method of choice. A 4 inch inline rig
consisting of 20lb soft sinking braid,
tied to a size 8 Wide Gape X with a
medium Kicker and two pieces of
maize on a short hair. I used a bait
boat for stealth and positioned the
traps close to the snags. Ensuring my

reels were locked up, I sat on my rods
throughout the 24-hour session.
A short time passed, and I was
greeted with a savage take from a
hard-fighting mid-double mirror. The
trend continued throughout my time
on the bank, with several small carp
gracing me with their presence.
As the session drew to a close, a
slow purposeful run ensued. Using its
weight to hug the bottom of the lake,
it felt worlds apart from the erratic
head shaking I had become accustomed to.
Conscious of the large number of
snags and the possibility of a 50
p o u n d e r, i t t o o k a t r e m e n d o u s
amount of effort to stay composed
throughout the 35-minute battle.
Finally, a 44lb 2oz common slipped
majestically over the drawstring of
the landing net.
This was followed shortly afterwards by another run, an old warrior
40lb 6oz mirror – further justifying our
impending quarantine. n

BIG CARP TOP TEN
Carp Fisheries

For more on Reuben Heaton, Sportscale & RH brands
call 01455 293000 or email info@reubenheaton.com
Join Reuben Heaton on Facebook for all our latest news

Web: cottingtonlakes.co.uk
Email: cottingtonlakes@outlook.com
Tel: 01304 380691

Exclusive distributors for eagle claw
brands in the UK and Ireland
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W

ith only having the rods
in the water
for
the
evenings
choosing the
right swim is imperative. My angling
is usually based on three consecutive
evenings after work. Continuously
baiting the same areas and building
the swim has brought me success.
During the last month banking more
than eight thirties.
Maybe not on the 1st or even second evening but then things can all
come together on the third evening.
T h e r e ’s a f e w t h i n g s I d o t o
increase my chances of a bite when
doing consecutive evenings. To maximise the short time your rods are in
the water.
Firstly, bait prep – You want your
bait to be as digestible as possible
and make your bait look like it’s
washed out but also pumping out
attraction, to accomplish this I add
the 12mm BFM and 15mm Trigga
boilies to my bucket during the 48hour soaking period of my particle
preparation prior to the session.

Leave this for 48hrs for all the
flavours, sugars and attractors to
combine together.
and you are left with a bait combo
that is full of goodness, soft and
digestible, constantly pumping out
attraction onto the lakebed.
Secondly – Always bait up before
leaving the water in the morning.
More often or not the fish will feed on
your bait in the day so having an area
they can feed with no pressure of
lines in the water will gain their confidence.
Thirdly – There is always a chance
especially on busy syndicates that
you won’t get the same swim so baiting a couple of areas in 2 different
swims can give you something to fall
back on.
Tips and edges
I’m a firm believer of keeping things
simple and easy but at the same time
super effective.
The simple wafter rig. How to put
together this simple but effective rig.
The wafter rig I use is very simple
to tie, reel off around 14 inches of
Gardner tungsten skin Ultra sink. Peel

around 4 inches of the coating revealing the supple braid. A small loop in
the end to start, next is to put your
bait on first I trim down a heavily
glugged wafter tipping it with a small
chop of the matching pop ups just to
critically balance the bait. Next is
your Covert small rig ring, now this
wants to be roughly 12mm from your
bait to give separation between the
bait and the hook this is very important. The hook pattern is also important using a straight long shank size
4. The mechanics of this rig is to
extend the shank resulting aggressive
turning of the hook and ultimately Mr
Carp struggles to deal with this presentation. through previous captures
and watching them in the edge they
just cannot shake the hook free. Slide
the point of the hook through your rig
ring making sure you have the separation with the ring. Tie a simple overhand knot finishing opposite the barb
of the hook and tie on with a simple 6
turn knot less knot. Slide on your XL
kicker leaving 10mm of supple braid
coating. A small blob of the Gardner
tungsten putty just where the supple
end finishes and that’s your hooking
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end complete. Tie a figure of eight
loop making your rig around 8 inches
then slide on your Gardner tungsten
anti tangle sleeve to really help to pin
everything down.
So, how did this particular session
unfold?
I turned up on the Tuesday evening
after work as usual. The particular
swim I chose I fished previously so I
had some spots logged in my phone

that I had already caught from which
saved a lot of disturbance leading
around etc. Now unless you choose a
fairly unfavoured swim it’s always a
gamble choosing a swim you want to
build up over a few evenings but
being mid-week when the lakes generally aren’t as busy it’s a gamble definitely worth taking.
The rods were armed with my everfaithful wafter rigs and wrapped up to

distance. With all three rods fishing to
their spots I applied the bait 7
medium size spombs over each rod as
my starting point, topping up usually
if I’ve had a fish or if I’m seeing activity and not had a bite. I try to get an
early night on these quick overnight
sessions so after something to eat and
a quick cup of tea i got into the sleeping bag.
The first night passed with no

Big Carp 41

Exclusive Tips and Edges

action buts as I was packing up, I saw
two decent fish. The first being a
decent mirror which nutted out on
one of the baited spots. Now it does
break me leaving so early as you’re
potentially leaving at bite time but
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that’s the nature of the beast I guess.
Cutting it fine I left for work full of
confidence.
When I got back after work as I was
driving through the gate, I only saw
one car in the car park, The swim was

free. I placed a bucket in the swim
and as usual had a quick shower and
got the gear on the barrow. Before I
even got a rod made up a small one
clattered out slightly left of my area. I
knew they were here. I got each rod

AVA I L A B L E
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More Thames Carping
By Rob Maylin and friends

Thames Carping was our best-selling book of 2019 and for a good reason. The Thames
has everything a carp angler could possibly want, plenty of water, it’s the biggest carp
water in the country, unknown stock, a stock which increases every time we have a flood,
an element of the unknown (getting more known), very rare in today’s carp scene where
every carp is flogged, logged ,blogged and caught by an endless stream of bounty
hunters.
Yes, the Thames really is the last frontier to be fully exploited. Thames carp anglers
have many attributes of old school carping, stealthy, secretive and not bothered at all by
the size of what they catch, although, like the old school, still hoping it’s the fish of a life
time when the buzzer shrieks out!
For Thames carpers the build-up too is very old school, they still have the close
season, so this time is not wasted, as it was not years ago, recce’s, baiting up, getting
baits established, building up swims, while always being conscious that to be discovered
would be the end of their hard work, so coming and going discreetly, under cover of
darkness, a covert operation. Their cards held tightly to their chests. And this is why of
course that books on Thames carping are so rare and so readable.
You see within these pages are their secrets revealed for all to see. Not blatant, no
map grids in longitude and latitude to the latest hot spots but within the lines, read only
by anglers who know what to look for. A clue here, a landmark there. All part of the
ultimate jigsaw. So why do these secretive anglers choose to write, well simply because I
ask them.
Sometimes over several years. Most eventually agree, I am persuasive, arguing at
their catches need to be documented and be part of the history books for years to come.
Which is true, and why they do it. Not for money, to promote something or even selfgratification but to be part of our great angling heritage. So that their kids and grandkids
can look back and say “look! there’s grandad with a beautiful Thames Carp. He would
spend hundreds, even thousands of hours fishing for them.
So, here’s what we have, and may I say you will not be disappointed. Some truly
amazing Thames carp, from different stretches, some urban some rural, some well in
land and some tidal, but all from the amazing’ Old Father Thames’.

Let’s start with Ash Geden, who takes the cover positions again. His 2018-19 season
made riveting reading in book one. In this volume he is back for his 2019-2020 season
with equally incredible results. Many huge carp, several over forty, the front cover
leviathan being totally new. He is a great river angler with a gift for writing, you will love
his next instalment. Simon Rumsey has been on a journey while fishing the Thames, like
many I suppose, in search of a thirty, or even bigger!
Andrew Sadler has discovered some Thames secrets during his many years on the
Thames, for you the reader, he divulges all. Graham Stevens is a Thames stalwart, having
written several articles in Big Carp and a couple of chapters in the first Thames bool he is
back in this volume to tell you how he does it. A technical A-Z for all to learn from, novice
or expert Graham has some edges for you all.
The Teddington Tank by Vince Humphreys is a chapter about a huge common, that
fish of a life time that he freely admits was totally unexpected, but that’s the beauty of
the Thames.
Thames common by Mark Cook, yes, a there’s a theme developing here, A huge
Thames common, one never to be forgotten. River Thames, Same swim, Same carp … 6
months apart by Christopher Stockley is a great account which proves how territorial
even Thames carp can be. My Love for the Tidal Thames a Brief History, By Roger Baker. Is
a trip down memory lane for all those who like the history chapters? Thirty years on the
Tidal, some huge carp too. One of my favourite Thames stories yet.
A Thames Monster featuring Pete The Pirate, is pretty self-explanatory, while prolific
Thames carp catcher Danny Boy Hill, shows us just what’s possible with a breath-taking
gallery of Thames specimens. Add to these life history articles on the Thames by Jason
Townsend, Ben Frewin, Mark Anthony, Vince Humphries, Tom James and constantan
Thames carp catch ‘The Thames Warrior’ it’s obvious that this book is another must read
for not only river anglers but al carp anglers interested in something a bit different from
the norm. A book you will read over and over again. History in the making, our UK
heritage of Thames carp.

Rob Maylin

PAYPAL ORDERS www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk
PAY BY CARD – 01252 373658
ONLY 500 SIGNED COPIES AVAILABLE – FIRST COME FIRST SERVED
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wrapped up and out on the money
with a top up of bait. Five spombs
only on each rod and I was set for the
night. After being teased with liners. I
hit the bed chair for some sleep and at
12 o’clock was awoken with 2 bleeps
then a one toner on the left-hand rod
ripping line off my spool and heading
for the nearby weed bed. I managed
to turn the carp and with a bit of a
marginal battle he went over the net
cord. I quickly unhooked him in the
net and got the rod back out with a
free rig and bait. First one of the
evenings was a decent common
which spun the needle round to 31lb
10oz.
Now I always have a traditional
cuppa after a fish and as the kettle
started steaming the same rod this
time was a slow steady take. It was
safe to say they had definitely turned
up, this one kept deep but eventually
gave up and was in the net. A nice
ghosty known as the ‘cut tail ghosty’
I repeated the process and got the rod
straight back out making the absolute
most of the time I had. Looking like a
definite mid 30 in the net, on the
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scales she went stopping the needle
at 33lb. Buzzing. I had my cuppa and
got into the bag. Laying there half
expecting one of the rods to go I got
some sleep and was awakened at
3am this time by the middle rod, With
the alarm screaming I lifted into a fish
that I thought wasn’t as big as the
previous two. The fish dumped the
lead and up on the surface over the
cord she went. To my astonishment
she was definitely bigger than I
thought. With having no fresh rigs
ready to get the rod back out I put the
rod aside and got her straight on the
Mat lifting her out she Felt like she
could go 30+ and I was right this one
known as “the pretty fish” weighed in
at 30.10lb and what a scaley banger
she was. Trying to leave my rods in as
long as possible no more action came
that morning. Wanting to keep them
in the area I put out roughly 3kg of
bait over the 2 areas before I left and
feeling very tired I got myself to work
half debating to not come down for
my final evening.
Struggling through the day, I was in
need of a good nights’ kip, but with

the biggun due out I had to drag
myself down there. As luck would
have it someone had been in the
swim for the day and was packing up,
so I stuck my bucket behind the peg.
Wasting no time, I got the Bivvy set
up and made up fresh rigs. I sat and
watched the water while I waited for
my Chinese take away order. Tucking
into my chinky there wasn’t a great
deal to go by and the water looked
fairly dead. If anything, it looked like I
was gonna get a good night’s kip.
After finishing a banging Chinese, I
got the rods out all on the money in
the same areas and was asleep early.
Awoken again with a screaming one
toner I didn’t even get the chance to
get my shoes on. This fish was powering from left to right and with talk
that the biggen do exactly that the
adrenaline was pumping and the battle was on, It was either me or the fish
with the trusty free spirit XS nearly
bent over double I managed to turn
him gaining a bit of line at a time with
it feeling like I was pulling in a dead
weight. I guided him over the cord. A
long powerful common not the
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biggest but my god did it put up an
account for itself. I got him weighed
and took a few shots returning him
and getting the rod straight back out,
This long torpedo common weighted
in at 27lbs.
Before I could sink my line, the middle rod had 3 single beeps, with the
hanger slowly rising off the deck, then
melting off I swiftly switched rods
and was into another fish, diving into
weeds early I was pulling in what felt
like nothing and then I thought it had
done me.
I see just the tail at the end of the
weed so I scooped the lot over the
cord... she was in. Laying the rod and
net down I sat by my rods on my
bucket exhausted.
These last couple of evenings had
sure been a night shift. She looked a
decent common... this one stopping
the needle at 31lb 4oz known as the
‘Silver Common’.
Mega chuffed with this one.
I’d certainly put a shift in but proving that making the extra effort even
your bait preparation will maximise
your sessions whether it be short sessions like mine or longer sessions. n

Urban Baits Nutcracker
Session Pack Competition
A massive thumbs up to our great
friend Terry Dempsey for providing an
awesome NEW monthly competition
And it could not be easier to win this fantastic Urban
Baits Nutcracker Session Pack which contains 5kg
of 18mm Nutcracker Boillies (RRP £37.50) and a tub
of Nutcracker Pop-ups (RRP £6.49), perfect for an
early season session.

To win simply go to the Urban Baits Facebook page
and ‘LIKE’ it. THAT’S IT! – Terry himself will pick a
winner at random.
Closing date is 1st June, 2021

– SO GET LIKING!

Exclusive

Under the Radar
By Dave Mallin
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I

only found out about this
‘under the radar’ carp a few
weeks ago, someone who
came to collect bait showed
me a picture of it at 36lb from
the spring.
I knew there and then I had to have
that fish and, in all probability, it could
be a ‘midland’ forty at this time of
year (November 2nd), nothing was
going to stop me. I was in relentless
mode once again.

The water is deep with gin clear
water and weedy marginal shelf, I
counted six different weed types such
is the water quality.
The biggest problem is the very
rough urban area it’s situated in with
motor bikes ripping round the lake,
and cars getting broken into.
In the two weeks I fished there I
baited every day with my ‘brace mix’
bird food bait as I anticipated going
into the winter months.

In total I put 20kg of boilies out. I
know it doesn’t sound a lot but I
didn’t want to overdo it as the lakes
stock is very low. I baited at night as I
didn’t want to be seen and, in that
time, it was very wet and blustery and
there was no one at all fishing there.
I d i d f o u r o v e r- n i g h t e r s , t h e
weather was perfect and mild, but
nothing at all showed. However, as I
packed away, I noticed a dark shape
under the surface and climbed the
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BIG CARP TOP TEN
Day Ticket Carp Fishery

Our first home-grown
Coole Acres 30lb common,
caught 1am, 10th
February 2020
(Right in the 50mph teeth
of storm Ciara!)

IKTUS CARP HAS WON
THE CATEGORY BEST
FRENCH HOLIDAY
DESTINATION IN OUR
BIG CARP TOP 10
COMPETITION FOR THE
2ND TIME, THEY WON
LAST YEAR TOO!

In Southern France, near the city of Pau is the Carp venue called Iktus.
The property has a total area of 100 Hectares (almost 247acres) with
the magnificent 60 year old gravel pit called Iktus Carp of 35 Hectares
(87acres). Open all year long, the lake has 15 double swims.

Angler: Dave Hogg
Capture: ‘Oggie’ 30lb

www.cooleacresfishery.co.uk
L: 01270 812929
M: 07747 007669
e-Mail brian.reilly@live.co.uk
Like us on Facebook

The fish stock consists of about 1,300 Common and Mirror Carp, with
approximately 300x40lbs, 50x50lbs, 20x60lbs and 3 fish over 70lbs,
Catfish up to 250lbs, Sturgeon to 150lb and Grass Carp to 70lbs. There
are no ‘Poisson-chat’ or ‘Crayfish’. There are toilet and shower facilities,
an on-site restaurant and bar, we rent boats, electric outboard motors,
bikes, echo sounders and all the fishing equipment you could need
with a tackle shop on site.
Iktus Lake Two (The Sturgeon lake) has 8 swims and holds about
500 Common and Mirror Carp with approximately 30x40lbs, 3 fish
over 60lbs, 80 Koi Carp up to 40lbs and 200 Sturgeon of 17 different
species, 8 European records, biggest 85kg (French record) and 100
Grass Carp with the biggest 55lbs.

Exclusive booking agents for Iktus Carp,
Iktus Lake Two, Iktus Runs Water
and IktusRuffaud

For information and to book a swim at one of these fantastic lakes
give Rob Watts a call at the number below.

7 Drayton
WoodRoad,
Road,Hellesdon,
Hellesdon,Norwich,
Norwich NR6
email: rob@carpfishingtrips.co.uk
7 Drayton
Wood
NR65BX
5BX •• email:
rob@carpfishingtrips.co.uk
Tel: +44(0) 1603 415984 • Mob: +44(0) 7717837879 • www.carpfishingtrips.co.uk
Tel:
+44(0) 1603 415984 • Mob: +44(0) 7717837879 • www.carpfishingtrips.co.uk

B I G C A R P TO P T E N - Ta c k l e S h o p

ESTABLISHED 1970

poingdestres.co.uk
Te l : 0 2 3 8 0 5 1 0 0 7 7
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nearest tree to reveal it was indeed a
carp and a lump at that.
I decided there and then to return
later that afternoon when I’d finished
work and fish all three rods in the
same area.
When I arrived back, I decided to
fish one of my rods in a 5ft deep area
close to a snag so, I cast to the far
bank with just the lead on then
walked round and tied the rig on and
managed to drop it onto a clear weedfree spot.
The other two rods were fished in
deeper water, I scattered 120 baits
between the spots. The rods were
fished locked up and positioned right
next to me.
Early morning the bobbin dropped
back on the shallow spot and after a
powerful fight the ‘big un’ was mine.
It looked big and certainly felt heavy.
On the scales it went 43lb 4oz and my
dream had come to reality, to catch a
proper midland forty, a rare beast
indeed! n
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Oak Lakes Fisheries
www.oaklakesfisheries.co.uk

A Merry Christmas from all at Oak Lakes Fishery
A huge thank you to all our valued customers
Looking forward to better times in 2021
and to seeing you all again
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Red Letter Day on
Diss Mere
By Connor Brown

T

he Park Lake campaign – I started this
campaign after finding out about the lake
from a friend who suggested I should give it
a try. After some research it became
clear that there was not a lot of information on the lake or anything that
had been caught.
I started my campaign in October
2019 after finding out a few of the
well-known carp that are lurking in
the depths of Diss Mere, I set my targets. I was off the mark in no time at
all, having a 20lb 1oz mirror to start,
after just five minutes of arriving for a
short session.
A few sessions later, I had one of
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my targets in the net, landing the perfect ghost Lin at 14lb. At this stage, as
the colder weather started coming in,
I decided to start doing nights as the
fishing in the day had slowed right
down.
This all paid off when I landed the
biggest mirror in the lake at 25lb 6oz!
Now I was absolutely buzzing, as all
the hard work and determination was
paying off.
After Christmas, I didn’t really get
down there as much as I wanted, and
then we went into lockdown. I was
itching to get back down there as
soon as lockdown ended.
I was finally allowed back out and
now it was time to go get the big
common. I was determined to smash

my personal best and catch my first
30lb-plus this year. My first session
back out resulted in carp to 20lb with
the biggest one being a well-known
common!
One month went on and I still
hadn’t had another chance to get
back down there. Then I finally got
the chance for a day session, which
was shortened down a lot, with me
only getting down to the lake at
1.30pm and being able to fish until
10.00pm.
I quickly found some fish and got
set up and cast the rods out. I was off
the mark very quickly landing a pristine 18lb mirror and then proceeded
to land a 20lb-plus mirror as darkness
fell. Not long after this, I landed a mint

Red Letter Day on Diss Mere Exclusive

16lb linear. By this point I was already
having a good session, but little did I
know I was going to catch something
very special soon.
I moved the rods closer in and very
quickly my right-hand bent round but

didn’t take any line. I struck into it
and my spool just started to fizz! 15 or
so minutes later, she was in the net! It
was the big common. I had done it!
It was absolutely hammering it
down and I was soaked through. But

it was worth it with the scales spinning round to 32lbs 11ozs! I was
speechless. I had finally caught the
biggest fish in the lake and smashed
my target for the year! A red-letter
session I will always remember! n
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The Syndicate
Session
Part 1 by Mark and Emma Rose
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I

n nearly forty years of fishing
various venues and countries,
lots of things within the fishi n g w o r l d h a v e c h a n g e d,
some for the better and some
for the worse. For many the
passion comes and goes, but for me I
can honestly say that I am still that
same three year old, who all those
years ago, felt like an excited kid at
Christmas when a trip is on the cards.
A few years back I heard through
the grapevine about a small Syndicate near Dartmouth called ‘Old Mill
Reservoir’. It sounded exactly like the
type of venue that I love to fish, with
some very old traditional scaley mirrors No monsters, but with the
biggest being around the thirty
pound mark, more importantly for me
it was the stories that the Carp have
to tell, which really is becoming
harder to find these days.
Being a SW Lakes Trust Member
already, a quick message to Ben saw
Emma and I put on the waiting list,
which like most lakes these days was
fairly long and was always going to
be a waiting game.
Finally, In January 2020 I had the
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call that I’d been waiting for. Two
places had become available for us, to
say we were over the moon would be
an understatement....
The plan was to finish a winter
ticket that I had closer to home and
then start to put in some time on ‘Old
Mill’ in early Spring. Unfortunately,
our plans were brought to a sudden
halt, due to the outbreak of Covid-19
and sudden lockdown. Once again, I
had to put ‘Old Mill’ to the back of my
mind, for the time being at least.
Luckily, it wasn’t long until we
were given the green light to get back
out onto the banks. But with stories of
lakes being rammed here, there and
everywhere we decided to leave it a
little longer as busy banks really
aren’t my thing these days.
With things gradually going back to
some normality over the next few
weeks a trip was planned for midJune.
Prep for a venue like this was
always going to be key, but apart from
a couple of articles/blogs, the venue
really was kept hush hush, and being
56 Big Carp

AVA I L A B L E

T H I S

A U T U M N

Old School Carping
Volume 3

The ‘Old School’ series has become one of our most popular sets of books we have ever
published. It appears that, in this fast-moving society we find ourselves more and more
anglers are keen to look back at how things used to be, where it all started, before the
commercialism that now controls our angling, before the ‘sponsored angler’, before
Facebook, the Internet, or even mobile phones! However, did we survive? It certainly was a
very different sort of carp angling to today’s high pace, remote control, Snapchatting,
wannabe blogger’s world we find ourselves in.
Our contributors to volume 3 are the anglers we aspired to, the heroes of that bygone
age who were catching carp years ago before the hair rig when not everyone could catch
them quite so easily. So, let’s take a look at what Volume 3 has to offer, and why I consider it
the best yet! But who deserves first mention, that’s the question? Well, let’s start with the
godfather of carping Pete Springate whose chapter ‘Discovering Yeoveney’ with those
amazing brace shots still makes the hair stand on end when I look at them, they really don’t
make them like that anymore. Mile Wilson’s chapter ‘Dick Walker and Me’ looks back to their
meeting, an exchange of ideas.
Savay Discovered by John Harry looks back to when John first set his eyes on the lake where
he would end up spending most of his life. My Time on Rodney by John Pope is the first of
two chapters by John looking back to his time on this Boyer Leisure venue which was making
headlines in the 1970s and 1960s before the fish were transferred to Harefield.
His second capture deals with his affair at Walthamstow Reservoirs in the eighties. Frank
Haskett may be remembered for his capture of a massive carp from the Yateley Copse Lake,
fish which inspired both Ritchie McDonald and Terry Hearn to fish there. Sadly, the fish was
never seen again. Duncan Kay was king of the bait scene in the seventies and eighties, his
chapter on bait advice still holds true to this day.
Speaking of bait, yet another bait guru was John Baker, from the next decade
to this day Johns love of bait has not only been a passion but a big part
of his life, John’s chapter makes interesting reading. Two chapters from
from Rob Maylin of their friendship plus farewell messages from dozens of
Kevin Maddocks in this volume, the first is on Ashlea Pool which Kevin
Rogers friends.
and Vic Gillings dominated way back. I remember seeing the film they
Len Arbury Passes by Derek Stritton was written just after Len left us
made at Ashlea at one or two of the shows back in the early eighties,
with kind words from his good friend Derek. Laughing Waters 1964 by
awesome at the time and still well worth seeing if you get the chance.
Bruce Ashby was written a couple of months before Bruce died of prostate
Kevin’s second chapter is a thought-provoking piece, so relevant in
cancer, some great memories and images from one of this country's
today's carp scene and asks the question " Are we just going through the
greatest and well-loved anglers.
motions".
The Start of Something by Wayne Grant takes a look back to what got
Darenth The Early Years by Steve Briggs looks back to the days when
Wayne started in this life changing hobby. In Pursuit of a Twenty Pounder
Richworth Tutti's took this venue to town. It just proved what was possible
by Dave Lane is the story of a part of carp fishing that us old timers all went
with what was nothing special as far as bait goes but if everyone piled it
through, it seems unbelievable today but the hunt for tour first twenty
in, the fish became obsessed. Jim Gibbinson was the top carp angler in
pounder sometimes took years of hard work.
the UK in his day, not only a great carper but an outstanding writer too,
Andy Little's name came to the forefront when he joined the first ever
writing a host of best sellers.
syndicate at the famous Savay Lake. His long-range tactics earned him
His chapter in this book looks at the carp scene at the time and
instant success, that combined with the first ever boillies and side hooking
dissects the best and the worst of carp angling. Gerry Savage was another
rig. Mike Oyez was yet another big name of the 70s and 80s not only a
big name at the same time as Jim, he was the angler who brought the
prolific catcher but a fishery owner too, his chapter looks back at these
first high protein carp bait to the high street, HI-Pro was its name. Gerry's
times with a sarcastic eye.
chapter epitomises the carp world as it was in the 1970s.
Finally, what has become a favourite section of these books our Old
Staines in the Early Days by Ritchie McDonald tells the story of
School Scrapbook, filled with images from a bygone age.
Longfield AKA Fox Pool before it was known and became a circuit water
It seems unbelievable that so many icons can possibly appear
for carp hunters up and down the country. We have lost several wellin one volume! now perhaps you too will see why in my
known carp anglers in the last year and we honour two in this volume.
opening lines I described Volume 3 as the best yet! I
Roger Smith Remembered by Rob Maylin and Friends contains memories
hope you enjoy, and please let me know if you agree?

PAYPAL ORDERS www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk
PAY BY CARD – 01252 373658
ONLY 500 SIGNED COPIES AVAILABLE – FIRST COME FIRST SERVED
SO ORDER QUICKLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT
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that we had never even set foot on
the venue it was going to be interesting to say the least.
The next few days went really
quickly and before we knew it, we
were ready for an early night in
preparation for our 3am start and the
long trip down South. Not that I slept
at all, I was way too excited!
On arriving at the Reservoir, to say
it is set in the middle of nowhere on
the outskirts of Dartmouth was a big
understatement. The first thing that
met us was the dreaded hill leading
up to the water. We had heard the
rumours, but this thing was beyond
imagination and an absolute killer
just walking up without any gear to
get our first glimpse of The Syndicate.
However, when we reached the top,
everything that I heard about this
place was true. It was not only truly
special but absolutely everything I
love about a fishery, natural and
unspoilt.
Swim options were the next priority. Due to the forecast of incoming
storms later that day and knowing
that there were only 11 fishable
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swims and seeing that there were
already three cars in the car park, we
knew we could be limited. We took
our time and with no real signs of any
fish activity we decided to fish two
swims named ‘The Bay Swim’ and
‘Hazel’ which being situated midway
down the lake, would give us a good
expanse of water to fish, as well as a

great view for the first night, to spot
any signs of feeding fish and move in
the morning if needed.
With that in mind we headed back
down the killer hill to get the kit.
Unfortunately, the heavens decided to
open for the next few hours making it
a very wet but quite refreshing set up
due to the fact it was 27 degrees plus

and humid as hell.
Emma wasted no time in finding
her spots and decided to fish the far
margin at around 18 wraps to where it
shallowed up onto a shelf and a little
snaggy spot to her left with lots of
overhanging trees and a nice bed of
lilies.
We had both already decided that,
even though it’s a three rod limit we
would only fish the two each, as
being old, wise and wary, I firmly
believe that less is more and would do
more harm than good.
With Emma already fishing at this
stage and me watching for any signs
of movement in my swim (truth be
told I was still recovering from that
bloody hill), we decided after a little
chat to fish very similar tactics and
baiting strategies.
We tend to always try and keep
things as simple and refined as possible and decided on a mixture of DNA
Baits S7 and Switch, whole, halved,
crumbed and soaked in their respective Hydro Syrups. Hook baits would
be a mixture of Hardened match the
hatch, due to the amount of small fry
and again match the hatch Pop-ups.
These Syrups really hold to the
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Baits, due to their thick consistency
and in my opinion even when fish
feed on the spot I feel that there will
be traces left on the lake bed to keep
pulling the fish in. Hookbaits on the
other hand is a different ball game
and we tend to use either the matching Liquid Foods or the Bait Soaks, as
I feel these penetrate the core of the
bait offering more prolonged attraction.
With time cracking on and light
levels starting to fade I put my righthand rod into a gap in the lilies and
my left to a far margin, fishing tight to
some snags where it really shallowed
up. Both rods were put out with S7
Baits with a scattering of freebies and
matching Castaway PVA Mesh Bags.
Finally, we sat back to cook dinner
with a well-deserved cold beer and
glass of wine.
Due to the lack of movement and
signs during the day and the fact that
no fish had been caught, we really
weren’t expecting a bite. We served
our feast for the night, but sooner said
than done, my left hand rod burst into
life and lucky for me, as the rod was
locked up, the fish swam straight out
into open water and after a hairy and
sprinted fight the first fish from a new
venue was banked albeit at a
spawned out weight of 17lbs 12ozs.
Regardless of weight the pressure
was off and what a stunner to open
my account.
After safely slipping the fish back
we settled down to finish our feast.
After heading off to our bivvies the
night passed uneventfully with not a
single fish seen or heard. At around
3.00am I decided to put a dozen or so
freebies on my spots just to try and
draw them in and whether it was that
or Emma coming into my swim for
her first morning coffee and bringing
me luck my left-hand rod was away
once again. This one was a little
smaller, a beautiful Common weighing in at just over 15lbs, but it showed
me that the bait and rigs that we had
chosen were working.
I gave it till about 11am and pulled
both rods in and gave my spots a little
top up of freebies with the hope that
the fish would be more comfortable
feeding with no lines in the water.
Emma in the meantime was having
no joy at all despite trying her utmost
to buy a bite.
The heat was blistering hot all day,
edging close to the thirty-degree
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The Darker Side Of Carp Fishing, Under The Radar, River Carping, Canal Carping,
Urban Carping, Rotary Letter Volume 1, Off The Beaten Track, More River Carping,
Advanced Terminal Rigs, Bait And Baiting Strategies, River’s End,
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Rob Maylin
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mark and even firing out chum mixers
in various areas of the lake was not
going to tempt one into the net. I
decided at around half eight that
evening to finally put my rods back
out Same tactics, same spots.
As a mirror image of the night
before all was quiet until first light
when this time my right-hand rod on
the pads ripped off. This take felt
completely different, with the fish
hugging the deep central area, trying
to take me back in the lilies and down
a snaggy margin to my right, over the
next twenty minutes. Eventually slipping the net under the carp, I looked
over to see my prize and knew this
was definitely over the 20lb mark, and
on weighing the needle eventually
settled on 23lbs 2ozs of lovely old mirror carp.
The next 24 hours passed without
as much as a beep for either of us and
we started to think the fish had done
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the off, but decided to stay in our
swims for another 12 hours as there
was a storm forecast for the next day
with heavy rain and gusts of 40mph
predicted and we would be right on
the receiving end. After scorching
heat for the last few days all fingers
were crossed that the storm and
lower pressure would pay dividends.
As the sun rose, the promised storm
had not materialised and as I sat by
the water’s edge drinking coffee, I
was thinking a move was on the
cards. But with that my pads rod
burst into action and after another
prolonged battle another old Mirror, at
just under 17lbs graced my net
shortly followed up by a small Common of just under 12lbs as the light
began to fade. Regardless of size both
of these fish were definitely a muchneeded confidence boost and very
welcome.
Overnight the promised storm

arrived and didn’t disappoint. Luckily
‘Old Mill’ is nestled deep in the
Devonshire Hills and very established
so even though the winds were close
to 50mph I didn’t really notice it and
somehow Emma managed to sleep
right through and not even realise the
storm had hit .
Right on time first coffee and the far
margin spot was away again. I swear
when playing this one you would
have thought it was a fifty pounder as
it just didn’t stop. But eventually the
tables turned, and I was back in control and with Emma doing the netting
it was landed. This turned out to be
the prettiest so far, a lovely Mirror
weighing just over 21lbs. By mid-day
fresh supplies were needed, so the
rods were pulled in and again a small
scattering of bait was put over our
spots with the plan to rest the swims
over the next few hours.
It wasn’t long after putting the rods
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back out late evening that the pads
rod was away again resulting in a
smaller but just as beautiful mirror of
just under 17lbs. Unfortunately, for
Emma it was still tough going and
with a move not possible, as the
venue was pretty much full she found
a couple of different spots and
changed her baits to a couple of S7
and Milky Malt Snowmen to see if
that would buy her a long awaited
bite.
The night passed by fishless, with
not even a knock and with the heat
already hitting the mid-twenties by
mid-morning we pulled the rods in
and went off floater fishing for a few
hours. Yet again this proved to be a
fruitless few hours as the fish were
just not interested. We decided to call
the floater fishing a day with the plan
being just to have a relax in the sun
and a chill out as it was just too hot.
But something in my head made me
put the rods back out even though I
hadn’t fished any of the afternoons
since we had arrived. Call it what you
want, but for me it was like a sixth
sense as only a couple of hours later a
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Now available direct from
Bountyhunter Publications is a
signed copy of Dave Lane’s
fourth book, Fine Lines. Whether
you are an avid fan and
following on from Dave’s first
books or delving into his world
for the first time, you are bound
to be entertained, amazed and
left wanting yet more of his
adventures. Together with his
faithful hound, Padwar, he has
travelled the land in search of
monster carp and catalogued
his experiences in his own
inimitable style, which is
peppered with humour,
disasters, bizarre occurrences,
and, ultimately, success.

Dave’s writing style has always focused on painting the entire picture so that you,
the reader, can feel as if you are there on the bank beside him at all times, sharing
in the experiences every step of the way. The big carp scene is a weird and
mysterious place, and although Dave fishes right at the pinnacle of this strange
world, he always seems to find time for a bit of fun along the way, so sit back and
enjoy the ride. It’s a must read for novice and experienced carp anglers alike.

Available in the website shop at

www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk

Pay with PayPal, or if you prefer to pay by card,
call the order line on 01252 373658
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stunning chestnut mirror at just over
20lbs was in my net. Within just hours
of this capture a 11lbs 8ozs Zip linear
also decided to grace my net.
With only a couple days left of the
session and very little sleep so far,
tiredness was really starting to set in
but I was hopeful for a couple more
Carp before leaving.
Into the final night and with a
proper bed and nice soak in the tub
starting to take over my thoughts I
thought a good night’s sleep was
needed due to our long journey home.
However, at just after 4am I was
rudely awakened by another screaming run on the margin rod resulting in
a beautiful scaley Mirror at just over
16lbs
Astonishingly, the same rod was
away again just two hours later with
a small, but very welcome mid double
Common being the culprit.
With 11 fish banked on a simple
Knotless Knot Rig with Sharp Tackle
SQ Bend Size 6 Hook, Line Aligner,
complemented with Sharp’s End
Game Tackle with Castaway PVA
Mesh Bags along with the ever faithful and consistent bait from the DNA
range, I really couldn’t complain. As
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for Emma it unfortunately didn’t happen and with only one other fish
caught throughout our session it
seemed like I was in the right area, at
the right time.
For some it will be hard to understand why we would join a Syndicate
to fish for Carp only to around a top
weight of 30lbs. For me, the answer is
simple. I, like most anglers, will chase
the biggest Carp that I have available
in front of me to fish for. But every
now and then a venue that is peace-

ful, with breath-taking scenery, that
holds exceptional stunning fish takes
me back to my roots and reminds me
just what fishing really is all about.
That is why I am still so passionate
nearly forty years on!
For me as always, after a long soak,
hearty meal and a proper night’s
sleep, I am ready to return, but I am
not sure Emma has the same way of
thinking. Roll on our next trip to ‘Old
Mill’. Thanks for reading, Mark and
Emma Rose. n
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Let you mind wander down to the lake on a warm sunny day.
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WhenYour
Luck’s In
By Nick Kempen
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J

uly is normally a hot
month, but for some reason the start of the month
wasn’t as hot as it had
been in past times and as
I set up for a 48hr session
on my syndicate in Devon, it was a
tad chilly but it was only 5.30am in
the morning and I had been in a nice
warm van for two hours, making the
100 mile trip to the lake as I do every
other week, if I can.
The lake is approximately six acres
with three islands which break up the
lake nicely .With good depths and
water quality the fish grow very well
so it’s no surprise the lake holds a fair
few forties with two at least going
over the fifty mark at the right time of
year and back up fish coming through
from mid-doubles, twenties and thirties. It’s not an easy water but can
also reward its anglers well. I had
landed a few of the A-team in my time
there.
The swim I know well as I have
fished it before a few times so it was
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easy to get the rods out to the spots
without too much hassle, plus I had
seen a few fish head and shoulder in
an area I knew was silty with a nice
clean spot.
The middle rod was deployed to
this area, my right-hand rod was
placed down the margins in four foot
of water on a gravel patch and the left
rod went to the island in front of me,
about a rod length short as the islands
have a slope to them. All the rods
were baited with Mainline iso sweet
bottom baits and tipped with half a
12mm essential cell pop-up just to
counterbalance it a bit with a scattering of freebies around each rod, I’m no
rig expert but I feel simple is the best
way and for a long time I’ve been
using a basic blow back rig about ten
to twelve inches long. A size 6 Nash
pinpoint longshank hook tied to a
supple braid and a lead clip system
with tubing. It’s basic but does the
job for me.
As the day passed, no more fish
were seen and as I got settled for the
night I wondered if I had missed my
chance and the fish had moved off.
But bang on midnight the margin rod
tore off, waking me from my slumber
and a lovely sparsely scaled mirror of
double figures was on the mat, having
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Thames Carping
By Rob Maylin and friends
Early in 2019, I published a Big Carp magazine devoted solely to the River Thames. It was another first for Big
Carp, as there had never been a magazine of its kind. It was a sellout nationwide, such was the interest from
carp anglers, whether they were river anglers or, so it was obvious a book was to be my next project. Six months
later and I have something a bit special for you – long overdue in my opinion – another first for Bountyhunter
Publications and a book EVERY carp angler, novice or expert, still water angler or river angler should read, a
book dedicated solely to the greatest river in the UK, a river that glides majestically through our capital and
contains some of the finest looking carp in the land – The River Thames.
Every carp in this book was caught from Old Father Thames, some huge carp – thirties, forties and a fifty, but
why are so many Thames monsters being caught now? Where have they come from, and where is the best area
to fish if you want to catch these monsters of the flow? This
issue will answer these questions and more.
In 2018, Ash Geden rocked the news feed with his capture
of three Thames forties, and his chapter 'Chasing Dreams on
the River Thames' makes breathtaking reading.
Nick Helleur also landed the first Thames fifty in 2018 after
a two-year campaign for this, the King Of The Thames. As with
most river carp, The King was an escapee, almost certainly
due to its location originally being one of the Dinton Pastures
stock. This fish has been the Thames record for many years,
although most of the previous captors have kept their catch
under wraps. However, this carp has featured in Big Carp a
few times in the past, right back to when it was only 30lb, and
more recently when caught by Katch Bullet and Steve
Shenfield at weights in the low forties. Here for the first time
is the history of The King, along with many interesting facts
about the Thames and its carp stock. Nick’s capture will
certainly mean other high profile anglers will soon be visiting
this stretch… Anglers like Terry Hearn and Dave Lane will
undoubtedly already be making plans!
David Wallen’s fantastic 'Life on the Thames' chapter also
features some huge river carp and tells the tale of life while
boat fishing this amazing venue, the largest piece of water in
the UK – the planning, the prepping and the dedication
needed to be successful. Aiden Savan’s account of his Thames
life emphasises the passion these guys have and the respect these fish have earned, while Simon Rumsey’s
chapter focuses on his hunt for his first Thames thirty, something we can all relate to.
Mikey Frost’s huge Thames common would have been a record not so long ago, the highlight of his neverending campaign so far. Mike Wilson takes a look back at his long Thames fishing history and also asks what is
the true origin of Thames carp? Zeth Christie has spent many years targeting these magical Thames fish; he’s a
great all-round angler and a great addition to this book. Jason Smith’s chapter emphasises the dedication that
some of these Thames carpers go to consistently catch these beautiful creatures.
One of our great lady anglers, Jo Green, also has a passion for these stunning beasts, and her chapter on the
Berkshire Thames makes exciting reading. Paul Miller has spent over 15 years fishing, moved onto the Thames
when syndicate carping lost its appeal, and he never regretted it! Graham Stevens spends a season on the
Thames, catching some incredible Thames specimens. It’s a milestone in carp angling literature – the first carp
book ever solely dedicated to the Thames.

Rob Maylin
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its picture taken.
It was quickly returned, and the rod
cast back on the spot with the hope
that another may be forthcoming.
After what seemed like ten minutes of
being asleep, but was actually four
hours, the margin rod was away again
and another pretty mirror was once
again getting its photo taken and the
rod being repositioned down the margins.
Being as I was awake, the kettle
was put on for the first brew of the
day and I sat back and watched the
mist slowly rise from the lake and
hoped to see some fish show as it got
light but nothing was seen and I must
have dozed off as the middle rod
going into meltdown had me up and
in battle mode once again.
It was apparent this one wasn’t
another double by the heavy weight
ploughing off on a forty yard run and
trying to get itself embedded in some
lilies on the side of the island but with
steady pressure on the rod it dropped
into the deeper water and away from
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danger and on another run to my left
which I was able to allow as it was
over my other rod and in open water.
Once again, with pressure on the
rod the fish started to slowly come
back towards me, hugging the bottom
as it did so with gas bubbles rising to
the surface behind it, until it was a
rod-length out. It slowly came up
from the bottom shaking its head as it
surfaced, taking a gulp of air and sliding into the net.
Still not sure of which one it was, I
made the net and fish safe in the margins and made a call to a fellow member Gav to assist with the weighing
and photos, which he duly accepted
and wound his rods in and came
around. Gav duly arrived ten minutes
later to confirm the fish was Big Girl
at a weight of 44lbs on the nose and
looking in very good form after
spawning, with stunning colours as
well.
With the photos done and Big Girl
returned, I got the rod back on the
spot in the hope that another one

could be on the cards, but with no
other signs of fish, the day and next
night passed uneventfully, I packed
away and headed home.
Due to other commitments, I
wasn’t able to return to the lake until
the first week in August and after my
capture of Big Girl, as expected, the
swim was taken so I set up in a swim
I had not fished a lot for another 48
hrs.
It was very hot, making it uncomfortable fishing, but after two nights
and another couple of lovely middoubles added to the tally, I was off
home again, happy with my rewards
for my efforts and looking forward to
returning as soon as possible, but
once again other things got in the
way and it was the first week of
September that I was able get back to
the lake.
Again, I wasn’t able to get in the
swim I wanted, so fished the same
swim from my last trip and managed
a lovely clean 27lbs mirror on the second night before heading home.

When Your Luck’s In Exclusive

Big Carp 73

Exclusive When Your Luck’s In

Due to a job being re-scheduled I
was able to get to the lake a week
later and being a Sunday on arrival
the lake was empty.
Wi t h o u t e v e n l o o k i n g, I w e n t
straight for the swim were, I had Big
Girl from, as a member had fished it in
the week and had a mirror of just over
thirty from it.
I knew I was in with a shout of a
fish, the spots were no different to
before and soon the rods were out the
bivvy set up and the kettle was on
and all was good with the world. I
went off to sleep about 11.00pm feeling really confident but on waking
around 4.30am, without any indication to the rods, I started to doubt my
decisions of the day before.
Around 6.00pm, another member
Carl arrived and after a good catch up
and a few brews with both of us feeling confident he set up a few swims
away.
Throughout the day I saw a couple
of shows tight to the island, but they
were just outside of my water so with
nothing else to go on, I re-positioned
my left-hand rod as tight as I could to
the island beside some lilies hoping it
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wouldn’t slide down the slope. Luck
must have been with me as it stayed
where it landed and a few freebies
went with it.
As the day passed, a few more
showed, but as before still not in my
water and I was expecting Carl to
have one anytime but as I sat making
yet another brew, the island rod absolutely steamed off and on connecting
with the fish it had gone through the
lilies and off down the slope and was
making its way to a weedy corner
some sixty yards away.
Luckily, the line pinged out of the
lilies and I was in direct contact with
the fish that was getting very close to
the corner so not giving an inch of
line the rod started to take on a wor76 Big Carp

rying curve and the fish started to kite
to my right, but in doing so, I was able
to gain line and soon had it moving
towards me close to the margins to
my right.
The fish had other ideas and
decided to change direction and head
for open water to my left and in doing
so, picking up both my other lines as
it charged off on a seventy-yard run
away from me. After some knit one,
pearl one with the other rods, I was
soon back in contact once again. With
the fish in open water I was able to
gain line on it and slowly bring it back
towards me with some control until it
was about three rod lengths out. It
came up in the water and swam past
about a foot underneath the surface

enabling me to see it was indeed one
of the A-team.
It then went on another long run
taking line from the clutch with me
just hanging on hoping the hook had
a good hold and wouldn’t fall out but
luck was definitely with me and after
a few more shorter runs it was now
using its weight to fight in the deep
margin with big boils rising to the
surface as it did but with steady pressure it came up slowly until it slipped
over the net cord and was mine.
A quick call to Carl soon had him
beside me looking in the net at Heart
Tail, one of the biggest the lake held.
She weighed 46lbs 4ozs, down in
weight after spawning, but still looking amazing. With the photos taken
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and a small bit of fish care sorted she
went back strongly to make somebody else’s day.
After a celebratory brew with Carl,
he went back to his swim and I got
the rods sorted in readiness for the
night ahead. After getting my head
down around 10.30pm, I was again
woken in the early hours as another
take to the island rod had me playing
another fish. Unfortunately, the hook
pulled out as I tried to extract the fish
from the lilies.
You can’t win them all I suppose.
After getting the rod back on the spot
I sat having a brew as dawn broke.
Nothing else came my way so
around lunchtime I was heading
home very happy with my trip. As I
said at the beginning of this piece, it’s
not an easy water even if it seems so,
but since Heart Tail, I’ve fished a few
more 48hrs trips without a sniff, so
fingers crossed for the winter. n
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Old School Carping
Volume 2

A bygone age, many would say the
good old days, a time long ago before
Facebook, the Internet, or even
mobile phones!! However did we
survive? It certainly was a very
different sort of carp angling to
today’s high pace, remote control,
Snapchatting, wannabe blogger’s
world we find ourselves in.
Our contributors to volume 2 are the
anglers we aspired to, the heroes of
that bygone age who were catching
carp years ago before the hair rig
when not everyone could catch them
quite so easily. Bruce Ashby is haulin'
on Laughing Waters, Leybourne as it
became known. He and Mike Harris
were prolific catchers in the sixties,
with not a boilie or a hair rig in sight.
Jim Gibbinson was more than a
legend – a god some would say –
from an age gone by. Rod
Hutchinson… well, what can you say
about this carping genius that has not
been said before? His fishing and writing have entertained
us for over a quarter of a century. Ritchie McDonald was
way ahead of his time, the original pursuer of the largest.
Kevin Maddocks was the man who unlocked the secrets
of carp fishing to the masses, the angler who made carp
fishing commercial and astounded us with his catches 40
years ago and gave the world Carp Fever! Stevie Briggs
has seen the changes firsthand from his early days in the
Kent hotbed to globetrotting in search of the biggest it has
to hold. Also there is a tribute in this book to the late,
great Vic Gillings from Dick Gaynor. Bill Phillips recalls
his early days. Richard Skidmore looks back at Redmire,
and Paul Wilkinson remembers Wormleybury Manor.
Derek Ritchie reminisces about Essex in the seventies
when he held the county record.
In this book you will find the anglers, some still well
known and others perhaps forgotten that were shaping
our sport thirty or forty years ago… some even longer!
They were carp anglers from an age of secrecy, of
originality and invention, carp anglers who were the first
of their kind to put pen to paper and divulge their
obsession.

Our front cover shot is the great
Bill Quinlan, famous for his
Redmire catches, whilst the back
cover is Jack Hilton, a carp angler
whose tales of old spurred many a
young man to try his luck for the
ultimate prize, a fish thought
virtually uncatchable, the biggest
and cleverest in the land, the
mighty king carp… I remember
so well reading his tales,
spellbound, almost transported to
the bank where Sir Jack was on
his Quest for Carp.
So in this volume, we have many
new additions to our series. As I
say, some you will know and
others you may not, but each had
his role in moulding today's carp
scene. Steve Allcott makes a rare
appearance with his story of a
Savay record that propelled him
into stardom in the 80s and made
him the king of the Colne Valley.
Rod Hutchinson joins us again, this time with some
advice on his favourite subject, bait, and some wise words
on rigs, which still hold true today. Roy Williams talks of
pioneering France back in the day. Eddie Bates tells a tale
with a twist. Peter Stone tells the tale of his first big carp.
Peter Luck and Alan Smith tackle an estate lake. Kris Ford
looks back to how it was. Paul Hughes gives his
impressions of Ashlea Pool. Mick Hall catches a monster.
Mike Starkey has success. Keith Jenkins masters the art of
blanking. Dave Hyde and Mike Wilson both give us two
chapters, each on special moments in their long careers.
Dave Duffy gives us an extract from his diary in the early
80s, while Andy Wade looks at winter fishing in the same
era. Brian England catches a holiday thirty. Andy Little
talks bait together with Terry Dempsey.
Our photo album from the past depicts many old faces
from an age gone by, an age of mystery and of the
unknown, an age long gone in today's world of social
media, YouTube and the Internet… Carp fishing, and in
some ways life itself, seemed to go at a much slower pace.
Was it better than today's carp scene? I'll let you read the
book first and come to your own decision.

Rob Maylin
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CARPING AFTER-CUT
At last, the third book from the UK’s most prolific catcher, Jim Shelley.
Following in the footsteps of his sellout second book, Carping Re-Cut, this book
documents Jim’s fishing over the last few incredible years. No one comes within
light years of Jim’s captures over this time with numerous 50-pluses from some
very testing venues and a shed full of backup 30s and 40s.

ALL BOOKS ARE
SIGNED BY JIM

Here is what Jim
had to say…
“My new book is finally
here, ‘Carping AFTERCUT’, after spending
hundreds of hours
writing it bankside.
Come join me in the
next installment
detailing my highs and
lows over the last few
years, starting from
Charnwood, Ellis,
Dinton, Fen, Swavesey,
Woolpack, Bayeswater,
Sutton, Buchan plus
some poaching for good
measure.
Like ‘Carping RE-CUT’,
there will be plenty
going on to keep you
gagging for more.”

£35.00 plus £3.00 post UK

Buy it here with paypal: www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk
or pay by card on our ORDER HOTLINE 01252 373658
Order NOW – don’t delay! This book will sell out fast, as the print run was only
3,000 copies. Carping Re-Cut sold out, and secondhand copies are now £100!!
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Andrew Taylor’s Photography
is feeling angry at Fradley Junction
What A Beautiful Place. Yep, you’ve guessed it! HS2 has been bought in to
destroy the area. They have already started to bulldoze through some of the
trees and undergrowth along the canal. However, luckily this has been put on
hold as brave tree protectors have scaled up two trees and are now living up
them. So, until they are down work cannot continue.
This canal is going to have construction works start at some point which will
include embankments and viaducts – ready for some train that no one wants.
I feel so sorry for the wildlife which has called this home. It’s never going to
be the same after there is a fast train going across it.
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Carpy News
£150,000 of National Lottery funding awarded to
Angling Trust towards tackling of inequalities in
sport and physical activity
T h e A n g l i n g Tr u s t h a s b e e n
awarded £150,000 of National Lottery
funding from Sport England’s Tackling Inequalities Fund which aims to
tackle inequalities in activity levels
through working with its partners to
reach those most in need as a result of
the impact of COVID-19.
The funding award will allow the
Angling Trust to directly support
community angling projects to
remain operating. This will ensure
that the priority groups who use their
services can remain active and have
access to the many health and wellbeing benefits that angling provides
for them.
The community angling projects
will be wide-ranging and help a broad
spectrum of people in various communities across the country. Typically, they include inner city angling
venues in low social economic communities, people suffering from mental health issues including PTSD,
those disadvantaged by disability,
special needs, or illness as well as
low-cost fishing opportunities and
alternative education through
angling-based activity.
Sport England’s work and contribu-
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tion to Tackling Inequalities focuses
on reducing the negative impact of
the COVID-19 pandemic on activity
levels in under-represented groups,
thereby ensuring that during this
period, gaps do not widen between
those who are active and those who
are not.
With a strong understanding of the
needs and issues in their areas, Sport
England has initially channeled £3.3m
through the 43 Active Partnerships
across England to support community groups in their areas as a result of
the impacts of COVID-19. They are
also investing further funding through
National Partner organisations that
have specific expertise and reach to
our target audiences.
This funding and support will
enable community groups working
with target audiences – Lower SocioEconomic Groups, Black, Asian
Minority Ethnic Communities, Disabled People and People with LongTerm Health Conditions – to continue
to exist and engage with their communities with a view to keeping them
active during both the lockdown and
early recovery stages.
Clive Copeland, Head of Participa-

tion at the Angling Trust said: “The
£150,000 of Sport England funding is
fantastic news. It means that hundreds of people will be able to remain
connected with the exceptional work
that funded projects provide in four
significantly underrepresented
groups. Absolutely anyone can go
fishing, and our sport should be
accessible regardless of ability, gender, income, race, demographic or
place but insight suggests that
COVID-19 is preventing that. This
award will mean that their work can
continue to allow ‘angling for all’. We
are extremely pleased that our bid to
Sport England was successful at the
maximum amount available. This, we
feel, reflects the ability for angling to
enable those sometimes less able to
be physically active to take part in a
sport that overcomes the especially
divisive impact this virus can have on
health and wellbeing.”
Tim Hollingsworth, Sport England’s
Chief Executive, said: “We are proud
to be able to provide funding and support to angling in this difficult period.
This funding will help support our
valuable community infrastructure
that is so important in keeping the
nation active and will also provide
important connections and re-connections for people whose lives have
been affected by COVID-19 and for
whom remaining active is so important for their physical, mental and
social wellbeing. We know from our
research and data that there are existing inequalities between groups
when it comes to activity levels and
COVID-19 has re-enforced these.
Thanks to the support of the National
Lottery and its players, the Tackling
Inequalities Fund will be both crucial
and central to ensuring no-one is left
behind when it comes to having the
opportunity to be active during this
period. This builds off the back of our
£35m Community Emergency Fund
that has already reached and supported over 7,500 community clubs
and groups across England.” n

CARP CHAT
Job Opportunity to work within the fishing industry
We are looking for a full-time Media
Content Creator to get involved with
Bait-Tech, Rod Hutchinson, STROFT,
GABY, and the other brands within
the Donald Cooke portfolio.
The Role
Working with the Marketing Team
your job will be to create and implement content across all marketing
channels for all brands in the group.
Content will need to be creative and
will encompass photography, video,
social media, print and online and will
include the websites and eNewsletters. You will need to present each
brand clearly and content needs to
engage with our large range of customers.
You will also be dealing with end
users through social media and at
events and working with our teams of
anglers.
The Person
We want someone with a creative
flair and who can provide a variety of
work at a high standard, whatever the
medium.
Knowledge of social media, creating videos and design skills are

Nite Watches
Relocate
Just to let you know that we have now
moved into a bigger and better office
space just down the road from our old
office.
We have of course ensured that all servicing and dispatching will continue as
normal and all post is being forwarded to
our new address so don’t worry if you
have sent something in to us recently as
we have all that in hand.
Due to the move and recent Covid protocols, we will not be able to accept walkin visits to our new office space just yet.
Hopefully as time progresses and situations return to normal, we will be able to
open up a new and improved customer
showroom.
Our new address is: Nite Watches, Unit
14, Silver Business Park, Airfield Way,
Christchurch BH23 3TA United Kingdom.

n

required. Operational knowledge of
Photoshop, LightRoom and InDesign/Illustrator and website management are desirable.
You will also be a personable and
open-minded character as you will be
dealing with staff, the public, anglers
and business customers.
A g o o d, b r o a d k n o w l e d g e o f
angling is essential to this role and
you will be required to be both office
based and on outside locations.
A full and clean driving licence is
preferred and you need to be located
near our head office in Sheffield.
The Company
Established over 100 years ago and
based in Sheffield, Donald Cooke Ltd
is a manufacturer, wholesaler, retailer
and distributor of several brands in
the angling, animal feeds & pet food
industries. Donald Cooke Ltd repre-

sents Bait-Tech, Rod Hutchinson, Bait
Masters, GABY Fish Pillows, STROFT
line, Sunring & SUTEKI.
How To Apply
Please send your CV, salary expectations, covering letter and any links to
a portfolio to jobs@donaldcooke.
co.uk
Closing date Friday 30th October
2020.
NOTES:
Donald Cooke Ltd is a family business
and are a national wholesaler of Pet
and Fish foods. Now in our 5th generation as a family business we have
seen many changes within the pet
and animal feed market. We understand our customers need for efficient
and friendly service. We are constantly looking to improve our range
always with our customers at the
forefront of our decisions.

Angling remains a permitted activity
Follow the guidelines and stay safe
Following the Government’s announcement at 12.30pm today, the Angling Trust is
pleased that the government has not sought to place further restrictions on healthy outdoor activities such as angling.
Through our ‘When We Fish Again’ campaign earlier in the year we demonstrated to
ministers that by following sensible COVID-19 guidelines anglers could enjoy their sport
in a safe and responsible manner.
We have been delighted with the response from angling
clubs, fisheries and the wider angling community and it’s
important that nothing is done that would damage our reputation for acting sensibly and in the wider public interest.
Jamie Cook, CEO of the Angling Trust added:“We are still
fishing and there’s no reason why that won’t continue as long
as anglers remember to follow the Angling Trust COVID-19
guidance and remember to be careful and protect each other
and our sport.
By working effectively and responsibly the Angling Trust has ensured that angling is
seen as part of the solution and not the problem - let’s keep it that way. “The latest
Angling Trust COVID-19 guidance for all anglers from every discipline can be found at
the Angling Support Hub section of our website.
The latest COVID-19 information from the Fishing In Wales website can be found here.
Contacts:David Brookes, Communications Manager david.brookes@ anglingtrust.net
07496 876996. n
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Settlement for Ouse Anglers after catastrophic
slurry pollution from agricultural college
Fish Legal has secured payment of
compensation to the Ouse (Sussex)
Angling Preservation Society Limited
(OAPS) after thousands of litres of
slurry were released into a tributary of
the Ouse by an agricultural college,
killing trout eggs as well as juvenile
and adult fish on two separate occasions.
On 29 November 2016, up to 20,000
litres of slurry flowed through Plumpton Mill Stream and Bevern Stream,
filling them to the brim. But history
repeated itself shortly afterwards on
18 January 2017 when the Environment Agency detected high ammonia
levels from slurry entering Plumpton
Mill Stream from the College facilities
yet again.
Fish mortality in the streams was
assessed by the OAPS to be virtually
complete, wiping out juvenile fish,
mature fish and eggs. The Bevern
Stream, an important spawning
ground and nursery habitat for sea
trout, also held large numbers of
coarse fish and bullhead.
The water levels in the streams
were low due to dry weather which
meant that the pollution was highly
concentrated.
It is believed that the first and second incidents would together have
wiped out the entire population of
adult sea trout present in the polluted
stretches of both streams at the time,
along with all eggs and juveniles, as
well as brown trout and coarse fish
resident in the Bevern Stream.
The Environment Agency prosecuted the College which pleaded

guilty to pollution offences and was
sentenced in August 2020. Dave
Brown of the OAPS said: “The polluted streams are primary spawning
grounds for the Ouse’s sea trout, fish
of the highest average weight of any
English or Welsh river.
So their deaths, at the most sensitive time of year when adults had
entered to spawn, was devastating
news for the Society and the anglers
who fish the river. “The Bevern
Stream itself has also provided excellent small stream fishing for a range of
coarse fish, and the pollution has
necessitated its closure to all fishing
while the stock rebuilds, for the first
time since the Society’s formation in
1875.
“Of course, we would have pre-

Dr Kibbles
Carpy Humour
Back in the day Rob. This was an over the
counter special in some fishing tackle
shops in Essex. Keep up the good work,
Kibsee.

YOU CAN’T BEAT A DROP
OF NASH LUBRICATION
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ferred that the pollution had never
happened and accept that recovery of
the fishery will be a slow process, but
the compensation which Fish Legal
has secured will provide a solid foundation for the future.
We are very impressed by the professionalism and level of support provided by Fish Legal.” Justin Neal of
Fish Legal said:“The pollutions in
2016 and 2017 could have been
avoided by proper management. The
college should really be setting an
example for the farmers of tomorrow.
Poor farming practices can have a
devasting effect on the environment
and, in particular, fisheries.
“We were pleased to see that the
Environment Agency used their
enforcement powers.” n

Dear Santa,
PLEASE No
more socks this
Christmas!

Wish list:
In Pursuit of the Largest by Terry Hearn
Carping After-Cut by Jim Shelly
A History of Yateley Volume 4
Old School Carping Volume 2
Old School Carping volume 3
Under The Radar Volume 2
Advanced Terminal Rigs
Fine Lines by Dave Lane
Thames Carping
More Thames Carping

All available now only from Bountyhunter Publications
bigcarpmagazine@hotmail.com or call 01252 373658

CARP CHAT
New partnership to control highly invasive floating
pennywort - choking UK’s waterways and
threatening native plants and wildlife
Environment groups, government
agencies and the Angling Trust are
joining forces to help halt the spread
of a highly invasive non-native plant
that is choking rivers and lakes across
Great Britain.
Tiny fragments of floating pennywort can grow at an incredible 20cms
a day, rapidly forming dense rafts on
the water’s surface that block out
light, stifle native plants, and make
the rivers and lakes less suitable for
insects, fish and other wildlife.
The dense rafts can also make
waters inaccessible to anglers,
boaters, and other water users and
can present significant flood risks,
creating plant dams which can back
up around weirs and clog up sluices
and drains.
Floating pennywort is notoriously
difficult to control because very small
fragments of the plant can regrow
meaning that efforts to eradicate it
need to be regular and focussed.
A new way of working
In recent years, local strategic partnerships and collaborative projects
have begun to form. On the River
Kennet and tributaries in Reading,
Reading and District Angling Association (RDAA) have been working
closely with the Environment Agency
(EA), Green Park Business Park and
Canal & River Trust (CRT) to remove
floating pennywort.
Here, large rafts of floating pennywort have been removed and regular
checks are undertaken to ensure that
any remaining fragments are also
tackled. A contractor carries this out
for RDAA and Green Park, while the
EA’s field team covers the downstream reach of the Kennet before it
joins the River Thames.
Dave Willis, Environment Manager
for the Environment Agency, said:
“The Environment Agency is
excited to be working together with
volunteers from a range of organisations who play a key role in the
surveillance and management of
floating pennywort. By working
together we can reduce this highly
invasive plant’s impact and improve
the water environment for both
wildlife and people.”
Del Shackleford, from Reading and
District Angling Association, said:
“Working collectively is the only
way to deal with any invasive
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Philip Dunne MP, the chair of the Environmental Audit Committee’s Invasive
Species Inquiry, with Dr Emily Smith, Environment Manager of the Angling
Trust.

species, particularly one such as pennywort. With the Environment
Agency, as with all organisations of
their type struggling to earmark funds
and manpower, it’s up to collectives
to orchestrate funding, planning and
delivery in a holistic manner, if we
stand any chance of eradicating the
environmental nuisance that is pennywort.”
The future
Learning from the success of this project, and similar efforts in other catchments, plans are being developed to
expand this approach nationwide. By
working together, and establishing
local partnerships, it is hoped the further spread of floating pennywort is
prevented and its impacts in established catchments minimised.
Dr Emily Smith, Environment Manager at the Angling Trust, said:
“Effective management of floating
pennywort can only be achieved
through strategic, coordinated action.
The partnership established on the
River Kennet is a great example of
how government organisations and
community groups can work together
to make a real difference to the environment.
“As a result of this success, and
other similar examples across the
country, the Angling Trust, British
Canoeing, the Environment Agency
and the Non-Native Species Secretariat are working together on a new
national strategy to tackle floating
pennywort. The strategy will be
launched in spring 2021.”
Locally, volunteer efforts are con-

tinuing to expand, and a second local
partnership is being developed with
canoe clubs and angling clubs on the
Thames at Reading this season.
The Environmental Audit Committee (EAC) Invasive Species Inquiry
called for a more strategic, catchment-based approach to invasive
species management and the formation of a ‘citizen’s army’ to help to
tackle invasive species and we hope
that this partnership can be reviewed,
refined and expanded to help meet
the EAC recommendations.
Philip Dunne MP, the chair of the
EAC inquiry, said:
“One year on from our Invasive
Species report, it is great to see
organisations and volunteers come
together to tackle floating pennywort.
Non-native pennywort not only
threatens biodiversity, it clogs up
drains and is a nuisance to water
users. I was very pleased to see for
myself how effective efforts to stop
the spread of this highly invasive
plant have been in cleaning up the
River Kennet.
“We found in our inquiry that invasive non-native species are one of the
top five threats to the natural environment and maintaining biodiversity.
We can all have a role stopping invasive species in their tracks.”
How you can help
The partnership is encouraging people who visit the River Thames and its
tributaries to support the project by
familiarising themselves with what
floating pennywort looks like and
reporting any sightings of it to the

CARP CHAT

Before and after pictures of Foudry Brook which joins the River Kennet near Reading. Work to remove floating pennywort
began three years ago.

Environment Agency by emailing
enquiries_THM@environmenta g e n c y. g o v. u k . R e p o r t s s h o u l d
include a date, location and photograph if possible.
If you are not sure if the plant you
have seen is floating pennywort,
please do still report it. With more
support from local people the partner-

Carpy Humour

ship will be in the best possible position to halt the spread of this invasive
plant.
Look out for shiny, kidney-shaped
leaves (up to 7cm wide) with a crinkly
edge, held on fleshy stalks that can be
both floating and emergent. More
information on identifying floating
pennywort.

Pond and garden plants should
never be dumped or allowed to
escape into the wild, and gardeners
are being encourage to ‘be plant wise’
and compost their plant material
carefully.
More information:Dr Emily Smith,
Environment Manager emily.smith@
anglingtrust.net. 07854 239713. n

STRANGE TIMES – STAY SAFE
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Providing specialist cover for
you and your equipment

Various Options are available allowing
you to choose the right cover for you
Full details are available on our website
www.anglers昀rstinsurance.co.uk
where you can apply on line
Payment by instalments is available
Special features include:

Up to
£16,000
cover for
昀shing
equipment

Coarse,
Game,
Fly, Match
Fishing

24 Hour
premises
cover

Motor
Vehicle
Cover

Worldwide
Cover
included
as standard

Mead Sport & Leisure arrange cover for Fishing Clubs, Fisheries,
Gillies, Coaches and Guides. If of interest call 0800 085 0261.

Cover
from just

£79
£75
Anglers First
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Personal
Accident

r
su
in

Public
Liability

lin

DISCOUNT VOUCHER!

The value of the voucher will be
dependent on the level of cover arranged.

Below is a summary of the bene昀ts that are
included according to the Option selected:

24 Hour Cover
for Theft

n
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Anglers First
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Quote BIG CARP when
taking out an insurance
cover with Anglers First
Insurance and receive a

Night
Fishing

BIG
CARP

Readers
Offer

Cover while
you are 昀shing
abroad

BENEFITS

STANDARD
Worldwide

BRONZE
Worldwide

SILVER
Worldwide

GOLD
Worldwide

PLATINUM
Worldwide

EXCESS

Public liability

£5 million

£5 million

£5 million

£5 million

£5 million

Nil

£2,500

£5,000

£7,500

£10,000

£12,500

Nil

Nil

Nil

£250

£500

£750

£2,000

£4,000

£8,000

£12,000

£16,000

PERSONAL ACCIDENT
- Loss of limb(s) eye(s)
Reimbursement of subscription
and paid fee
Theft of or Accidental
Damage to fishing Equipment

£50

- maximum claim from
£1,500

£3,000

£6,000

£9,000

£12,000

- bait cover

a locked shed

£100

£200

£400

£600

£800

Tackleand
Boxtent
and contents
- bivvy

£100
£200

£200
£400

£400
£800

£600
£1,200

£800
£1,600

£1,000

£1,000

£2,000

£3,000

£3,000

Nil

£75
£79

£90
£99

£180
£199

£275
£299

£360
£399

Nil

Record Catch

ANNUAL PREMIUMS
Including Insurance Premium Tax

Payment can be made by instalments. Details available on our website
For full details of the cost, cover, benefits, limitations & excesses visit

www.anglers昀rstinsurance.co.uk and APPLY ON LINE
or call us today if you require any information on 0800 0355842

Anglers First Insurance is a trading name of Golfguard Ltd.
Mead Sport & Leisure Limited is an appointed representative of Golfguard Ltd.
Golfguard Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

Anglers First

INSURANCE

CARP
SCENE
Reviews
Taska Hook
Sharpening Tools
By Tim Childs
Hook sharpness has always been important, and I’ve been methodically sharpening my hooks for over 20 years now.
Over the last few years the increase in
more specialised tools and hook sharpening articles in various publications and
on the internet has lead to a massive
surge in available products from a number of manufacturers.
Taska have taken that information on
board and come up with a number of
hook files to cover a multitude of hook
patterns and sizes. These files come with
full instructions, and each one’s specific
task is available to view on the Taska
website. In practise the files are easy to
use and certainly come up trumps when
honing hooks to hypodermic sharpness!
They are priced at just £5.99 each and
available from all Taska stockists.
For more information go to their website at www.taskacarp.com. n

12 FREE LINE

WizWool – underwear in a brand-new way
Keeping warm and comfortable is
essential. That is why we introduce
body Mapping.
We have studied how the body
works when you cast and/or exercise
in general, and what the different
parts of the body need.
The latest addition to our underwear collection, is “WizWool”. All of
our WizWool products ensure great
softness and breathability. The WizWool underwear will keep you warm
when fishing even in the coldest
months.
This incredibly luxurious underwear absorbs moisture, pulls it to the
outer surface, and distributes it for
fast evaporation. WizWool is a “must
have” and it will certainly keep you
comfortable and warm despite the
weather. The ideal base layer for
waders and fishing jackets.
Small company - large experience
Geoff Anderson is a small danish
company that exclusively designs
and produces clothing for anglers especially for the harsh weather in
northern Europe.
In the production, special consider-

ation to the environment is taken and
all products are certainly free of toxins. Durability and water proofness
has always been keywords in the production.
Today, the clothing are only produced under its own name, but for
many years Geoff Anderson has produced clothes for a number of other
brands: Vision, Rapala, G. Loomis, Shimano, Zpey, Scierra, Hardy and Greys
– the last two in more than ten years.
Geoff Anderson are also in the process of establishing itself in a number
of other countries.
If you would like to learn more
about Geoff Anderson or countries in
which we are looking for new dealers,
you’re of course welcome to contact
us.
Need more info?
mrp@geoffanderson.dk // Malthe
Ryge Petersen

CARP SCENE
50QT Xtreme® Wheeled Cooler
With over 47 litre capacity, this cooler
has a large volume and great performance due to its Polyurethane foam
insulation which will keep the contents cold on ice for up to four days.
Designed with two sturdy wheels
and a telescopic steel handle it is
ideal for long road trips, days spent on
the campsite and transporting food
and drink around festival sites.
Along with moulded carrying handles each side, a drain plug in the
base to remove ice melt, the robust
hinged lid also includes four beverage
holders and can be used as a seat that
will support up to 113kg.
Additional Premium PU Insulation
Unlike other manufacturers, Coleman rigid coolers are insulated with
Polyurethane insulation (PU). PU is a
very dense and an excellent insulator
filling the entire internal cavity of the
cooler, leaving no air gaps and so
improving its insulating efficiency.
Extensive testing at Coleman has
shown that cooling loss from rigid
coolers is 30% through the top and

also 30% through the base. Coleman’s
latest models feature increased insulation in these particular areas
together with reduced insulation on
the sides. The result of these changes
is not only improved cooling performance but the reduction in exterior
dimensions and the increase in internal volume.
Features:
• Holds 84 330 ml cans
• Capacity: 47 L
• Ice retention: up to 4 days ice
• Weight: 5.5 kg
• Inner dimensions: 45 x 33 x 33 cm
• Outer dimensions: 58 x 44 x 46 cm
• Robust lid with four beverage holders
• Telescopic handle
• Durable wheels
• Easy clean top
A New Shape and Increased
Efficiency
When a cooler comes in contact with
a warm floor, heat is transferred
directly from the floor to the cooler
and reduces the cooler’s efficiency.
Coleman has included shaped feet
into the design of its newer rigid
cooler models separating the cooler
base from the floor and increasing airflow. This flow of air acts as an additional form of insulation, slowing the
transfer of heat from the floor and so
improving the coolers performance.

Additional research has also resulted
in the rounding of the cooler’s corners, once again this change of shape
has increased airflow and further
enhanced their performance.
Increased Efficiency
When a cooler comes in contact with
a hot floor, heat is transferred directly
to the cooler. If the cooler is lifted off
of the ground, the heat is transferred
through the air in the gap (air is a
great insulator). Cooler have two integrated, rounded feet providing the
perfect amount of space
for air to flow.
Research indicates
t h a t t h e m o s t p e r f o rmance efficient shape for
a cooler is spherical, as
this is not practical we
have angled the corners
of selected models to furt h e r e n h a n c e p e r f o rmance. n
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Outlaw Pro Reeled In By Rooster
The newest and fastest growing UK
online fishing retailer, Outlaw Pro, has
fallen hook, line and sinker for
Rooster, following the agency’s delivery of a hugely successful ecommerce
campaign, driving a massive 70% of
Outlaw Pro’s lifetime sales in just two
months. A 4.42 return on ad spend thanks to Rooster’s strong creative,
smart media buying, and organic
social consultancy - has convinced
the angling brand, which launched in
February this year, to broaden the
brief to include PR to support the
launch of the Outlaw Pro flagship
store in Essex this autumn. Founded
by four serial (and extremely successful) entrepreneurs - Stewart Lawson,
Tony Hannigan, Tom Church and
Jason Stanton, it is Outlaw Pro’s mission to disrupt the £1.4 billion recreational angling market, offering premium products at fair prices. Outlaw
Pro’s extensive product range is
designed to suit all fishing abilities;
from complete novices to the most
expert of carp, coarse or match
anglers. The focus is on providing an
exceptional quality of product and a
superior customer service - including
next day delivery and tailored individual advice and guidance on both the
sport and the equipment – that outperform all competitors. Rooster will
design and deliver a comprehensive
launch programme that will run
alongside the ecommerce campaign

to build awareness of the brand, of the
new store, and support both on and
offline sales efforts. “The results of the
social ad campaigns have been
incredible” says co-founder and Outlaw Pro ‘Guvnor’ Stewart Lawson. “As
the ads were switched on, sales
would go through the roof. It’s like
turning a tap on and off. We’re really
keen to continue to work on getting
our brand in front of people and getting customers into our new store, so
adding media relations into the mix is
a no brainer. Looking forward to seeing some equally impressive results
on the PR side.” Rooster MD, James
Brooke, says: “We love working with
businesses looking to disrupt the status quo. Outlaw Pro is really making
waves at an early stage of its journey
and we’re thrilled to be supporting
them. “Whether via PR, content campaigns, ecommerce drives, experiential activations, or influencer programmes, accountability and a measurable ROI is at the heart of what we
do and our work for Outlaw Pro is
another testament to that razor-sharp
focus. We’re excited for this next
phase of Outlaw Pro’s roll-out. There
are some incredible things going on
at the store build, so watch this
space!” Outlaw Pro further consolidates Rooster’s portfolio of consumer
& lifestyle clients and is one of a
growing number of ecommerce successes. About Outlaw:

Hot Spot Design T-shirt Trout Area
Made with 100% combed
ringspun cotton (150
g/sm), soft hand feel,
comfortable fit.
Classic crewneck that
goes nearly anywhere
and pairs with most anything, the style is cool and
casual with a stand-out
design.

You can wear it casually over jeans and
shorts or dress up in trousers, while fishing, travelling, to the office or for everyday
wear, created for an active lifestyle
between the city and the outdoors.
Relaxed and effortless, this t-shirt is an
easy everyday style. n
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Launched in February 2020, Outlaw
Pro is a new and rapidly growing UK
online fishing retailer.
Outlaw Pro’s smart and easy-tonavigate website provides a first-rate
user experience, offering an extensive
range of products designed to suit all
fishing abilities; from complete
novices to the most expert of anglers.
Products include bait, clothing,
tackle and bank accessories for Carp,
Coarse & Match anglers.
Supporting British manufacturers,
Outlaw Pro partners with premium
brands to offer customers the best
quality fishing products without the
premium price tags.
Using only natural ingredients, with
flavour profiles and sizes to suit any
waters, weather conditions or season,
and completely free of preservatives
or ingredients to bulk up the mix
(semolina, bread crumbs, maize), the
quality of Outlaw Pro’s own-brand
bait is unmatched by anything on the
market. Outlaw Pro bait has a soft
texture that replicates food found in
nature which means that fish will
feed more, outperforming all other
brands on the market.
Complete with its very own fishing
lake, the retailer will launch its flagship store in Essex this November.
Offering tailored individual advice
and guidance on both angling and on
products, and with only one working
day delivery lead times, Outlaw Pro’s
superior customer service outperforms all competitors.
Outlaw Pro was founded by four
serial (and extremely successful)
entrepreneurs - Stewart Lawson,
Tony Hannigan, Tom Church and
Jason Stanton. It’s their mission to
disrupt the angling market, offering
premium products at fair prices.
For more information about Outlaw
Pro, visit www.outlawpro.co.uk. To
find out more about Rooster or to
view our work, visit www.rooster.
co.uk. n
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Emergency Services Discount

We are honoured to know that our watches are worn by a large number of people within the
emergency services and military based all over the World.
As our own small way of saying thank you, we offer a 10% discount on watches to all military
and emergency services personnel worldwide.
If you are in the services and would like to take us up on this offer, then we would ask you
to please email us on theteam@nitewatches.com with your proof of service and we will then
provide you with a bespoke discount code. n

BIG CARP TOP TEN
Day Ticket Carp Fishery

Our first home-grown
Coole Acres 30lb common,
caught 1am, 10th
February 2020
(Right in the 50mph teeth
of storm Ciara!)

For more on Reuben Heaton, Sportscale & RH brands
call 01455 293000 or email info@reubenheaton.com
Join Reuben Heaton on Facebook for all our latest news
Angler: Dave Hogg
Capture: ‘Oggie’ 30lb

www.cooleacresfishery.co.uk
L: 01270 812929
M: 07747 007669
e-Mail brian.reilly@live.co.uk
Like us on Facebook

Exclusive distributors for eagle claw
brands in the UK and Ireland
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SPECIAL OFFER
ALL ORDERS OVER
£25 NOW POST FREE!

POST & PACKING
Small items
£4.00
Reels & standard
items £6.00
Rods & larger
items £8.00
Orders will currently

ORDERS OVER £25
take longer than
ARE POST FREE normal to be delivered

VASS-TEX CHEST WADERS
700E Nova
Heavy Duty
PVC
Chest
Waders
OUR PRICE

£89.99
SHIMANO REELS
For anglers wanting reliable Shimano
Baitrunner technology on a small
budget, the new Baitrunner ST-RB is
the natural choice.

BAITRUNNER
ST6000RB

6000RB
OUR PRICE

£49.99
rrp £64.99

SLEEPING BAGS

Trakker Deluxe
Thermal Bedchair
Cover

BAITRUNNER
ST10000RB

10000RB
OUR PRICE

£52.50
rrp £69.99

Trakker Big Snooze
Plus Wide

Trakker Big Snooze +

600 Series
Chest
Waders
OUR PRICE

OUR PRICE

OUR PRICE

£69.99

£57.50

£84.99

rrp £89.99

rrp £74.99

rrp £76.49

OUR PRICE

£54.99

VISIT POINGDE
WYCHWOOD
TACTICAL WALLED MAT

FOX HALO
POWER
PACKS

Perfect portable
source of bank side
power for charging
a variety of electronic
devices such as
4800mAh
mobile phones,
OUR PRICE
laptops and
.99
audio/visual
products.
rrp £139.99

£125

Produced from fish friendly materials and
excessive foam thickness to create the ultimate
mat system. Complete peace of mind whilst
handling fish during unhooking and photography.
9600mAh
OUR PRICE

£188

.99

rrp £209.99

NASH TACKLE
TITAN HIDE XL BIVVY

NASH TACKLE
SIREN R3 BITE ALARM
BUNDLE SPECIAL OFFER
Save £££’s with this bundle
special offer!! Three of the
revolutionary Siren R3 alarms
and a receiver for well over
£100 off the normal RRP!
OUR PRICE

OUR PRICE

£324

£74.99

.99

SONIK VADERX
RS CARP RODS

WYCHWOOD
TACTICAL BROLLY

OUR PRICE

rrp £299.99

NASH TACKLE BED BUDDY

Unique internal
storage pockets
included

OUR PRICE

£169.99

DAIWA EMBLEM SPOD REEL
AMAZING PRICE!

The Bed Buddy is a lightweight session accessory
that allows you to sit on a bed with correct back
support, without carrying a separate chair.

Designed around the
body and spool of
the Emblem Pro, the
‘Spod’ retrieves over
100cm of line for
every handle turn.

OUR PRICE

£44.99

OUR PRICE

£109

.99

rrp £175.00

NASH TACKLE
INDULGENCE
BIG DADDY
CHAIR

The latest generation of
renowned Indulgence Sleep
Systems include up rated and
extended lumbar support,
along with USB connectivity
for storing power packs and
charging smartphones and other
electronic devices. All while
sleeping in absolute comfort!

NASH TACKLE
INDULGENCE
ULTRALITE
CHAIR

SS3 WIDE
OUR PRICE

SS4
OUR PRICE

SS4 WIDE
OUR PRICE

£399

£424

£424

£449.99

DAIWA TOURNAMENT BASIA
QD POINGDESTRES EDITION
CUSTOM BUILD REEL

10FT 3LB
OUR PRICE

2¾LB & 3LB
OUR PRICE

3¼ & 3½LB
OUR PRICE

£54.99

£59.99

£59.99

12FT

12FT

10FT

SS3
OUR PRICE

.99

rrp £439.99

rrp £441.96

VaderX RS carp rods are the
evolved and refined version
of Sonik’s award winning
VaderX carp rods.

£249.99

NASH TACKLE INDULGENCE
5 SEASON SLEEP SYSTEMS

.99

rrp £467.99

rrp £467.99

Trakker Tempest
Advanced 100 Bivvy
OUR PRICE

£674.99
rrp £749.99

Trakker Tempest Brolly 100T

Sonik XTRACTOR carp rods fill a real
gap in the market for affordable
top-quality rods that are easy
to transport due to their
short pack down lengths.
9FT 2¾LB
OUR PRICE

10FT 3¼LB
OUR PRICE

£53

£62

.99

rrp £59.99

.99

rrp £69.99

NASH TACKLE
INDULGENCE
HI-BACK
CHAIR

rrp £494.99

TRAKKER BIVVIES

This special edition Tournament BASIA QD
Custom Reel has been built to Poingdestres
Angling Centre’s unique specification for the
discerning angler wanting that distinctive look!!

SONIK XTRACTOR
CARP RODS

.99

10FT 3½LB
OUR PRICE

OUR PRICE

£62.99

£449.99

rrp £69.99

rrp £580.00

NASH TACKLE
INDULGENCE
DADDY LONG
LEGS CHAIR

OUR PRICE

£269.99
NASH TACKLE
INDULGENCE
SUB-LO
CHAIR

OUR PRICE

OUR PRICE

OUR PRICE

OUR PRICE

OUR PRICE

£149.99

£109.99

£159.99

£139.99

£99.99

rrp £164.99

rrp £120.00

rrp £175.99

rrp £153.99

rrp £109.99

CARP RODS IN STOCK

WYCHWOOD
TACTICAL SLING MAT

NASH TACKLE SIREN S5
DIGITAL BITE ALARM

Harrison

Next level accuracy and reach
for stealth positioning of rigs in
areas inaccessible to even the
sharpest casting.

Harrison Advanced Rods Torrix TE
Special Carp Rods
12ft
£342.00 £307.80
12ft6
£342.00 £315.90
Harrison Advanced Rods Cerbera Carp
Rods
3lb
£270.00 £243.00
3.25lb
£270.00 £244.62
Trebuchet Light 12ft 3.75lb
£414.00 £372.60

OUR PRICE

£59.99

.99

Pioneer DPM Camo 100
1-Man Bivvy System Wrap
OUR PRICE

£84

.99

THINKING ANGLERS
CAMFLECK LUGGAGE
CAMFLECK
REEL POUCH

T
POSEE OUR PRICE
£99.95
R
F

OUR PRICE

CAMFLECK
RUCKSACK

CAMFLECK
COOL BAG
ROD SLEEVE
OUR PRICE

£17

.99

RUCKSACK
OUR PRICE

COOL BAG
OUR PRICE

REEL POUCH
OUR PRICE

£79

£32

£13.99

.99

£149.99

.99

FOX R-SERIES
1-MAN XL BIVVIES

We have a large selection of this luggage
visit poingdestres.co.uk for full range
The R-Series 1-man XL bivvies
are ideal for the angler wanting
additional space and head room
created by the extra high frame.

NASH TACKLE SLEEP SYSTEM

This Sleep System is a blockbuster
for comfort and value, utilising Nash’s
expertise from producing the carp world’s
most successful bed systems - the
Indulgence range.

WRAP
OUR PRICE

£143

CAMFLECK SINGLE
ROD SLEEVE

OUR PRICE

rrp £699.99

OUR PRICE

Similar to the original
Series 700 Nova
model, this camo
pattern model doesn’t
get much cooler for
the image conscious
angler!

£134.99

The Rx-D Digital Remote
Receiver is the bespoke partner
for the new Txi-D alarms and
includes improved features over
the original Rxi model.

£629.99

The E800 Series
Camo Chest Wader is
reassuringly tough and
uniquely comfortable
due to its bi-stretch
properties.

rrp £164.99

DELKIM RX-D DIGITAL
REMOTE RECEIVER

BIVVY
OUR PRICE

VISIT US ONLINE FOR OUR
FULL RANGE OF RODS
Deluxe Roving
Rucksack

Small Carryall

TAL
DIGI OTE
REMEIVER
RECALSO E
L
I L AB
AVA

Pioneer DPM Camo 100
1-Man Bivvy System

OUR PRICE

OUR PRICE

£149.99

LEDs available in:Blue, Green, Purple,
Red, White or Yellow

OUR PRICE

£119.99

OUR PRICE

£19.99

DELKIM TXI-D
DIGITAL BITE
ALARMS

£799.99

Century C2 (Command & Control) Carp
Rod s
12ft 3.25lb
£469.00 £430.00
12ft 3.5lb
£489.00 £450.00

£159

BLUE, GREEN,
RED, WHITE

AQUA BIVVIES
Pioneer 150 1-Man
Bivvy System

Century

AQUA PRODUCTS
DPM LUGGAGE
Roving
Rucksack

VASS-TEX E800
SERIES CAMO
CHEST WADERS

NASH TACKLE
BUSHWHACKER 15M
BAITING POLE SYSTEM

.99

rrp £159.99

STANDARD
OUR PRICE

WIDE
OUR PRICE

£199

£229

.99

rrp £219.99

.99

KHAKI
OUR PRICE

£246.99

CAMO
OUR PRICE

£200.00

rrp £252.99

ESTRES.CO.UK
FOX EOS 1-MAN BIVVY

TRAKKER LEVELITE
TRANSFORMER
CHAIR

Fox Stalker Plus
2/3 Rod Pod

OUR PRICE

£89

.99

rrp £164.99

WE ARE A CYGNET PRO
DEALER, TO SEE THE
FULL RANGE EITHER
VISIT US ONLINE OR
CALL ON 023 8051 0077
FOR ADVICE.

BAIT

rrp £654.99
4-ROD SET
OUR PRICE

£719.99

.99

rrp £129.99

OUR PRICE

rrp £799.99

£249.99

OUR PRICE

£148.99

Features include:• 8000mm hydrostatic head fabric
• Two-rib, pram-hood design featuring a
generous peak for extra protection
• Two-way letter box style door with integrated
mesh insert plus PVC and solid panel options
• Front can be rolled back to create an open
fronted shelter
• Lightweight groundsheet and heavy duty pegs
• Supplied in a zipped carry bag

FULL RANGES
IN STOCK

3-ROD SET
OUR PRICE

OUR PRICE

£116

FOX RX+ MICRON BITE
ALARM PRESENTATION SETS
£569.00

T
POSEE
FR
rrp £109.99

The EOS 1-man bivvy is the
ideal starter bivvy for the
beginner, or those with a
restricted budget, offering
great value for money.

WYCHWOOD TACTICAL
1-MAN BIVVY & WRAP

NASH TACKLE
MF60 INDULGENCE
5 SEASON SLEEP
SYSTEMS

Nash set the standard in luxury
and comfort with their legendary
Indulgence beds, but now they’ve
raised the bar even
higher, with their all
season MF60 sleep
systems.

NEW

The Tactical 1-Man Bivvy is a 3-rib shelter,
designed to offer comfort and protection all
year round. The unique shape allows for a good
footprint without compromising on height.

Tactical 1-Man
Bivvy Overwrap
SS3
OUR PRICE

SS3 WIDE
OUR PRICE

£449.99

£474.99 £474.99

£499.99

rrp £494.99

rrp £522.99

rrp £549.99

SONIK GIZMO 3-ROD
REMOTE ALARM SET
& BIVVY LIGHT

rrp £522.99

Camo Tackle
Cases

40LTR RUCK
OUR PRICE

SMALL/LARGE
OUR PRICE

QUIVER
OUR PRICE

£49

£12 /£15

£39

OUR PRICE

£249.99
.95

.95

OUR PRICE

£119.99

6000SQ.FT

ESP CAMO LUGGAGE
40ltr Camo
Rucksack

.95

Turn the Tactical 1-Man
Bivvy into a true ‘home
from home’.

SS4 WIDE
OUR PRICE

SS4
OUR PRICE

Camo
3-Rod
Quiver
&
Sleeve

.95

SHOWROOM
INS
5 M 27
J3 M

RIDGEMONKEY PRODUCTS
NOW IN STOCK

We also stock

We are a Aqua Pro Dealer, to
see the full range either view
online or call us on
023 8051 0077 for advice.

UNIT 11, SOUTHAMPTON TRADE PARK, THIRD AVENUE, SOUTHAMPTON, SO15 0AD

EMAIL US AT SALES@POINGDESTRES.CO.UK
OR VISIT POINGDESTRES.CO.UK
FAX: 02380 773841

find us on facebook.com/Poingdestres

E&OE
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014 has arrived and so
has our one-year anniversary reviewing for Big
Carp magazine. Chronicle Fishing would like to
give a massive thank-you
to you the readers and of course to
Rob and the BC team for the opportunity and help over the last year. It has
been fantastic journey and we hope
to do you proud in the season ahead.
Now onto this month’s review and
a venue that has been voted one of
the best day ticket waters in the
southeast, boasting regular visits
from some of the UK’s top specimen
anglers with the likes of Adam Penning often spending time on its
banks. So with this unusually mild but
very wet winter keeping the fish on
the feed our spirits were high as we
headed to this month’s venue, Par
Fishery.

26lb 7oz mirror from the Faraway Lake on the chod using a Galaxy pop-up.

Par Fishery
If you have never visited this venue
before then it helps to be aware that
all bookings are made through the
Brentwood Angling Centre, with helpful and friendly staff always on hand
to take bookings and give advice on
this popular but tricky water. When
you first pull up to the gates of Par,
you can see it’s been well thought out
with the anglers’ and fishery’s safety
in mind; a large security gate padlocked with a code acquired from the
tackle shop to enter the complex
makes you feel safe right away. The
code is given on the day of arrival to
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Another for Kev at 17lbs from the Tillingham Lake.

Chronicle Fishing

(Left) Andy Parr sent us this stunning 21lb’er caught off the Spit. Cracking fish, Andy. (Right) 16lb 3oz common again on the
Galaxy and Baitzone combo.

keep entry to the fishery at a minimum and only to allocated people
fishing the lakes or prearranged visits
to look around. The car park is large
and well maintained, big enough to
accommodate any vehicle, so there is
always space to park and unload your
gear. You will also see next to the car
park are the toilets and large rubbish
bins to add to the lake’s benefits, so
you know you’re in for a safe and
comfortable stay before you even
reach the water’s edge.
The fishery consists of two lakes
both around four acres plus in size
and are virtually mirror images of
each other, shaped like a horseshoe
with a spit running from halfway
across the lake to the centre. This can
be used to bait up or even help spot a
few fish around your chosen swim.
The first lake you come to when leaving the car park is Tillingham, or the
Front Lake, with a stock of about 300
carp. There are often multiple catches
to be had here, but don’t be fooled by
the numbers; you have to work for

FISHERY RULES AND REGULATIONS
1)

2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)
10)
11)
12)
13)
14)
15)
16)
17)
18)
19)

20)

Neither the fishery nor any of its servants shall be held responsible for
any loss or damage to, or theft of property howsoever caused. Ticket
holders shall not be entitled to make claims against the fishery or any
of its servants in respect of any such damage, loss theft or injury.
No lead weights to be used.
No keep nets or carp sacks to be used.
All fish to be returned to lakes immediately.
Carp fisherman must be in possession of an unhooking mat.
No fish to be removed or introduced.
Rods must not be left unattended.
Children under the age of 16 must be accompanied by an adult angler.
No damage to wildlife or property.
All litter to be removed from fishery.
No fires, no firearms, no dogs.
No trespassing on surrounding land.
Radios and cassette players only to be used with headphones.
No food tins to be brought onto fishery.
Groundbait in moderate amounts only.
No swimming or wading.
All anglers are asked to use the swims and pathways provided.
Each angler must be in possession of the appropriate N.R.A. licence.
Brentwood Angling reserve the right at its absolute discretion to withdraw tickets, and all the former rights of the ticket holder shall immediately cease. No refund of any money shall be paid.
Brentwood Angling reserve the right to alter any of the above rules and
regulations as deemed necessary.
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your catch, but the rewards are great
with the average fish going between
16-23lbs, and they look absolutely
amazing. The current lake record on
the Front Lake stands at 32lb 10oz. It
also holds up to 30 cats up to 85lbs
with perch, roach, rudd and tench
also present so there is literally something for everyone of any level to net
in the Front Lake.
It has 13 well-positioned swims for
a maximum of ten anglers allowed at
any one time. The lake is perfect for
groups of anglers and is often booked
out for larger parties for socials or
friendly events, which must be prearranged with the owners. All the
swims are immaculate and clearly
made with the hardcore carper in
mind, covered in gravel for a nice firm
bank and wood chips to reduce mud
and for easy pegging; it’s the perfect
swim. Many of the lake’s features are
around the edge with a fairly even
bottom of silt and patches of weed. It
is lined with reed beds, small patches
of lilies and overhanging trees, and
depths range from a few feet to
around 7ft.
The second water on the complex
is the aptly named Back Lake or Faraway Lake. This is the venue’s welldocumented and very popular speci-
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men lake and holds around 80-100
carp. Shaped almost identically to the
Front Lake it holds the bigger, more
sought after specimen carp with the
average catch going over 20lbs. Of
the stock 15 are around the 30lb mark
at the right time of the year with some
currently knocking on the 40lb door.
The current lake record stands at 38lb
8oz. The Faraway Lake has a maximum of only six anglers allowed on at
any given time across its six wellbuilt gravel and wood chipped
swims, which step down from your
bivvy to the water’s edge. The bottom
is slightly different with low lying
weed and some clear spots dotted
about so some investigating with the
marker could pay dividends. There is
an exceptional stamp of fish in both
lakes as you can see from Kev’s captures, who found himself on the fish
using a combination of Baitzone and
Galaxy bait products and of course a
good bit of watercraft. Well done mate
– some stunning fish!
This day ticket water deserves its
reputation as one of the best in the
southeast, and we can’t fault this
stunning complex – proper gritty carp
fishing the way we like it, surrounded
by beautiful woodland and farmland
where anglers can put in the effort

Prices to Fish Par Fishery are as follows / per angler:
Two Rods 12hrs £15.00. Extra rod £5.00.
Two Rods 24hrs £25.00. Extra rod £10.00.
To Book the Entire Lake:
Front Lake maximum ten people
12hrs: POA (Phone)
24hrs £250.00
36hrs £375.00
48hrs £450.00
One week £1250.00 (10 @ £125.00 each)
Back Lake maximum five people
12hrs POA (Phone)
24hrs £125.00
36hrs £200.00
48hrs £250.00
One Week £900.00 (6 @ £150.00)
and time and be rewarded by some of
Essex’s finest carp. If you have not
had the pleasure of fishing here get
over and give it a go, as with the current growth rates the lake record
could soon be yours and could well be
an English 40.
If you are interested in having your
lake reviewed in big carp magazine
please get in touch with Chronicle
Fishing at www.chroniclefishing.
co.uk or on either social media sites
(Facebook/Twitter). n

ALREADY HAD ENOUGH
OF THE CORONA VIRUS?
SELF ISOLATION - SOCIAL DISTANCING
HOUSE BOUND - SELF QUARANTINE
SUPERMARKET CHAOS - WORKING FROM HOME
Why not relax, sit down somewhere quiet with a good book?
Let you mind wander down to the lake on a warm sunny day.
The ﬁsh are bubbling. Feeding without caution.
Today’s the day!! Holding your prize for the camera.

NEW BOOKS

www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk/online-shop.html
NEW AND OLD BOOKS:

www.ebay.co.uk/usr/rarecarpbooksunlimited

Totally safe and virus free – there’s
nothing quite like reading a good book
to free your mind from all this anxiety.

Quest for a 30
By Dan Reed

A

s I entered summer
of 2013 my fishing
really took a positive turn, and my
quest for a 30lb
carp really became
a mission that had to be completed.
As I started to put the time in on my
chosen venue I found a few spots relatively fast and began to bait them. I
didn’t have to wait long before I
started to catch from my spots, but
the larger fish seemed ever elusive. As
I entered my fifth session I had
booked some time from work and was
lucky enough to get up to the lake for
three nights giving me a chance to
really watch the water and try and
find the larger fish I knew resided
here.
I had done two nights with similar
results to my previous sessions, then
on a walk around the water on the
third day I spotted a few fish, some of
which seemed good sized 20-pluses,
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so after packing up all my gear and
moving to the other side of the lake I
found a drop-off in the swim and
three rods were fanned along it for the
night.
With the bivvy up and kettle on, I
hadn’t had to wait long for my first
run. My rod ripped off and shot me
out of the chair, and after a good fight
I landed a nice low 20. The rod went
back out, I baited over the spot again
and I retired to the bed for a while, still
making sure I had a good view of the
lake. The next morning I was awoken
by a another screaming run, and after
a very good fight in which the fish
took me around an island very close
to a snag and hugged the bottom, I
slipped the net under a perfect 24lb
12oz common. I couldn’t have been
happier; I knew I was on the right
track.
After returning home I was itching
to get back. In the week spent away
from the lake I was lucky enough to

be given a chance by Mad Baits to
join them, and I couldn’t have been
happier. My fishing had a real buzz
about it, and I was taking it all in. So
as you can imagine, on receipt of my
first order from the guys, I was itching
to get out and popped over to the lake
to introduce some bait on a few spots.
That weekend I just had to get
there, so I got to the lake at the crack
of dawn Saturday morning and got
the rods out and bivvy up in the rain.
After a few hours the rain eased and a
friend stopped in for a tea while passing. As we sat chatting about my
amazing week and sharing stories
one of my bobbins pulled tight but
then stopped. We thought it was a
bream but then it slowly took off.
Grabbing the rod and striking it I felt I
had hooked the bottom – it was a
dead weight. Then it started to strip
line from my spool and I became nervous in the fight, as it persisted to
take line every time I began to gain on

Quest for 30

it. As I finally managed to get it in
close it took me into a reed bed in the
margin. As I applied some steady
pressure it rolled over, and it was
clearly a PB. My friend was in the
margin with no hesitation and
scooped the fish into the net.
As we transferred the fish to a sling
the rush I was having can only be
understood by you fellow anglers who
know exactly what I mean. As the fish
was lifted onto the scales I watched
them pass the 20 mark and straight
into the 30s. Yes, I thought, and the
official weight ended up at 35lb 12oz,
a new PB on my new Madbaits. My
confidence couldn’t have been higher
in my new venture and bait choice,
and I knew I had finally got amongst
the bigger fish. After the photos I had
a small celebration with my friend,
and he left. I stayed a further night
and landed one other fish at 21lb, but
at this time nothing mattered; I was
over the moon.
I got home and got my photos

sorted, still on a high with my quest
for the 30 finally complete. But for
some reason none of us will ever get
rid of that bug to attain more, and I
couldn’t wait to return. After a weekend off from my fishing I returned
once more with the same friend for a
48-hour session. I had driven straight
from work on Friday not wanting to
lose any time. After the first night
with not much action and my friend
clearly ahead on fish landed, I started
to get bites, both being good upper
doubles, and I had full confidence in
my approach so I continued on the
same.
The next morning I awoke of my
own accord, and the temperature had
clearly dropped over the past few
days, which had obviously had an
affect on the fishing, but as I watched
the water I saw a few shows over the
spot and then bubbling. It looked so
right I was on the edge of my seat.
Then as I watched eagerly my bobbin pulled tight once more then the

fish slowly took line. I struck the rod
and there was a familiar feeling –
once again there was a dead weight
and a powerful fish made a good
account of itself in a hard fight. I managed to slip the net under a goodsized fish, and as we transferred the
fish to the sling we took a look and my
friend said to me in disbelief, “You
won’t believe this.” I had caught the
same fish, known as the Geordie once
more. As we weighed this fish once
more I had another massive buzz as it
went 36 on the nose. In the space of
weeks I had joined Mad Baits and had
two PBs, completing my obsessive
quest for a 30lb-plus fish.
I couldn’t be happier with all the
decisions made in those weeks and
they have made a massive impact on
my angling, as the obsession continues and the striving for bigger and
better things is firmly in place. I hope
you continue to follow my angling
and enjoy the ups and downs
endured by us all. n
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Carp Sight
By Dean Towey

INTRO – ‘Dean Towey is a Stoke
on Trent based bait maker, and
his company is Scientific Baits,
commercially rolling bait since
2011, drawing on his bait making and angling experience since
the early 90s. The baits have
now gone on to catch the
Staffordshire record of 45lb 5oz
last year. Dean’s background is
in science, and possessing two
science degrees he utilises this
educational background, helping
him to design his bait products.’

I

began to research vision in
carp while researching various other aspects related to
bait and carp nutrition. The
first thing I found out was
that carp had what is known
as tetrachromatic vision, which
means that they have four so-called
cone cells in their eyes, these being
sensitive to different wavelengths of
light in the red, blue, green and most
interesting of all, ultraviolet ranges. In
addition to this it’s also apparent that
they can see in the infrared range,
which was something that Frank Warwick had written about long ago.
It was almost 100 years ago when a
chap named Karl Von Frish showed
that cyprinid fish can see colours

Yellow and orange hookbaits are very
popular and very effective. Just how
do these look to a carp, considering
their ability to see in the UV range?
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more precisely; they are able to distinguish many different colours from
each other. To do this he used the
minnow, a cousin of the carp. This
disproved the hypothesis of another
chap named Carl von Hess who postulated that fish could not see in
colour. In 1925 it was also shown that
minnows could see in the ultraviolet
range. This was proven by Wolff but
this was not widely accepted until as
late as the 1980s!
During the 1980s it was unequivocally shown that the goldfish, a fish
that shares many genes with our
beloved carp, possessed four cone
cells, allowing it to see many different
colours, and it also had UV receptive
cells. This was done by a chap named
Neumeyer, using a food reward system to demonstrate this by training
goldfish to associate a particular
colour with a food reward. The fact
that they and carp possess UV sensitive cells means that the way in
which a carp perceives colours may
differ greatly from how we see them,
but the fact remains that they can
distinguish many different colours
that also look different to us.
At this point I’d like to make it clear
that carp, unlike predators such as
pike and perch, are not predominantly
sight feeders, which is something
that is backed up both by eye size
and brain physiology. Carp’s brains
are far more developed in the taste
centres than in the visual centres
although their brains do possess significant centres for visual processing.
If for one moment we consider the
behaviour of the kestrel, another
tetrachromat , one of the amazing
things about a kestrel is that they can
quickly scan an area from high in the
sky and tell if this area is worth
spending any time above and
whether or not it’s going provide
them with a meal. How the hell does
a bird high in the sky above a field
know if there’s a tiny mouse likely to
pop its head out of a hole in the
ground? UV vision is the key to this
amazing feat. A kestrel scans the area

A nice bright yellow pop-up is sitting
out there at 140 yards on the island
margin of this 70-acre lake. Will its
visual attraction entice a carp to pick
it up in these cold winter conditions?

for something that you and I would
never see, and that is urine trails.
These urine trails show up well in the
UV range to the kestrel, and these
urine patches are like beacons to the
bird, betraying the presence of a meal.
Another interesting study showed
that the kestrel in England showed a
preference for a particular habitat for
their feeding, and this also cements
the fact that they use sight to identify
suitable feeding areas. The study concluded that kestrels preferred to feed
in areas where the grass was shorter,
as this obviously allowed them to see
the urine trails of the mice much easier. In fact if they feed in areas of
longer grass they tend to feed much
less on small mammals and more on
invertebrates.
As far as carp go this led to me
thinking more and more how both hi
viz hookbaits looked to them considering that UV vision UV vision is
implicated in bees’ feeding habits,
and also how similar substances to
urine trails containing amino acids,

Carp Sight

proteins and peptides looked to a fish
in water. All of this is a bit radical but
it’s quite realistic. The next link came
from studying the feeding habits of
young fish, and it appeared that
young fish often feed by sight for
some time until their brains develop
and they begin to feed by smell and
taste. Although they are not carp,
other fish can give good indications of
how things are working in fish. Rainbow trout have the ability to see in
the UV range when they are young,
feeding on small food items that are
more or less invisible to the naked eye
unless you possess UV vision, however once their feeding habits change
as they grow they begin to lose these
UV sensitive cells. Other fish, both
freshwater and marine, also change
their visual cone cells when they
change their feeding habits or move
into different habitats.
Young carp will heavily rely on
sight for much of their early feeding
the same as many fish do. Daphnia
are more or less invisible to the naked
eye unless in dense clouds, however
they are not invisible if you have UV
vision. Can you see where this is
going? Things that contain proteins
and amino acids will to different
degrees display different visual patterns in the UV range. This is something that I have literally had to piece
together, as there’s not much specific
talk about this from the angle I took,
although there are lots and lots of different bits of evidence to build up a
solid grounding for something that is
really new and interesting. Carp it
appears never lose the ability to see

This 20kg sack of the milk protein
calcium caseinate is enough to make
up a lot of boilies. This soluble protein
source is the kind of ingredient that
may well react with UV light once
dispersed into the water from a boiled
bait.

This 31lb-plus northwest mirror was quickly landed twice by one of the lads
using my bait last year from a tricky water. It succumbed both times to a white
pop-up, both times being caught during darkness.

UV light, and the possibilities that this
opens up are very interesting. Turbidity of the water in which the fish are
living will have a bearing on how well
light penetrates, but it may also have
an impact on the development of the
fish’s brain.
For instance it may well be that
carp living in clear waters use sight
much more than carp living in turbid
waters, and there is a distinct possibility that their brain development
will reflect this, exhibiting a brain
with more space given to visual processing compared to fish living in turbid waters where their brains will
develop and use the ‘taste centres’
much more. This is not guesswork;
this is all information that I have
gleaned during my research. The best
thing of all is that most of this information ties in very nicely with my
actual results from fishing for carp in
a variety of waters. I have found the
visual approach to have much more
merit when fishing clear waters,

although I have had success incorporating visual elements into my fishing
on a wide variety of waters ranging
from gin clear through to chocolate
brown muddy ponds. As carp live in
water it’s apparent that their eyes are
much more attuned to harnessing any
available light even in the muddy
ponds, so visual stimuli may still be
working for us all if we employ them,
even when the knee jerk reaction is to
use a nice smelly bait and not to try
and exploit a carp’s visual abilities.
Light can penetrate water much better than we realise, and even in turbid
waters both white, UV and infrared
light can penetrate plenty deep
enough to allow carp to utilise them,
but obviously in clear water all of this
is exaggerated.
Frank Warwick advocated the use
of white baits at night and said that
he had found that these baits even
worked well when fished in isolation
compared to other colours, and this
was something that I found to be true.
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This 33lb ghost mirror fell foul to a highly soluble bait coming two days after the
bait was dispatched to the spot. The attraction cloud over the bait must have
been quite considerable during the time of capture. The soluble proteins emitted
from the bait may well have been visible to the carp in the vicinity.

Whilst hi viz baits containing a lot of
smell have also been effective for me
fished over bait, white was head and
shoulders above the other colours
when fished in isolation at night. In
fact the first time I used a white bait
at night cast into oblivion with no free
offerings, I received a take shortly
after. To me Frank’s writings on all
aspects of hi viz/attract baits are the
benchmark for anyone interested in
this area, as I found all of the things
he has said to be true with no exceptions.
Ok let’s get back to the really interesting areas… Firstly bees possess
UV vision, as do many other insects
such as butterflies, and it is proven
that this ability interacts in some way
with their ability to see colours and
guides them to the correct flowers
and areas of flowers allowing them to
go about their business of eating and
passing on pollen from flower to
flower. I believe that visual baits in
carp fishing do also stimulate the
carp’s UV receptors and provoke
them into picking up our baits. I also
believe that they do not see colours as
we see them, and I also think infrared
comes into the equation particularly
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with reference to white baits at night.
Frank said that he thought this was
due to the white bait reflecting any
available infrared light at night, and
this I believe is correct.
Now we come into uncharted territory – UV considerations in relation to
amino acids and peptides and proteins leaking from baits. I believe that
carp have retained UV vision because
it is an aid to feeding. It’s proven that
amino acids, proteins and peptides
absorb UV light – just Google this and
you will see. Due to this ability to
absorb UV light, protein elements
leaking from any bait would, I hypothesised, create some sort of UV cloud
to a carp owing to its ability to see
into the UV range. I began to wonder
if carp in daytime conditions could
see some sort of cloud emanating
from beds of bait, or more specifically
boilies, although this could well relate
to any bait leaking these things off.
On many occasions I have been
fishing with a bait containing plenty
of protein both intact and predigested, and I have seen lots of fish
activity in the area – fish would often
circle the bait but not feed on the bait.
This was all happening in clear water

allowing me to view things. One particular session I was sitting behind
rods that were silent. I could see fish
over the bait bed – a bait containing
plenty of pre-digested protein and
other forms of soluble protein. I was
fishing a drab pop-up over this bait
and no takes were forthcoming. I
switched to a yellow bait and within
the hour caught a fish. This has since
happened on numerous occasions to
friends and to me. I believe that aside
from the visual aspect of yellow, we
can see that the carp can also see
some sort of amino acid/protein/peptide cloud above or around the bait,
and this is another thing that attracts
them apart from the obvious smell
aspect of the bait. The yellow colour
seemed to be the added stimulus
required to make them pick up a
hookbait although this may well be
counterproductive with certain carp,
as fish do truly learn by association.
This is a radical proposal, but I do
truly believe that vision is playing a
greater part in carp’s feeding habits
than many people realise. If the
kestrel can scan vast areas for food
using UV light, I believe a carp can do
a similar thing, and there is lots of evidence to back this whole thing up.
Another interesting aspect that
came to my mind was the recent popularity of zig rig fishing, which is not a
technique that I have used much. I
know a lot of the anglers now using
this method also employ a sloppy
spod mix, attempting to create some
sort of attraction column in the water.
Now if this spod mix contains amino
acid containing soluble elements, it
may also again create a visual stimu-

Here we can see a nice white
powdered dye sitting on top of some
day-glo orange pop-up base mix.
White baits are particularly effective
in low light conditions while orange
baits have accounted for thousands of
carp over the years.

Carp Sight

lus that we are not aware of, and that
is it many stimulate the carp’s UV
receptors. Obviously it will stimulate
the carp’s taste and smell receptors,
but I would propose that this has distance limitations whereas there is a
possibility that if it also added a visual
stimulus it may increase the distance
over which it can attract any resident
carp from given suitable light levels,
and this will logically be more pronounced in clear water conditions.
Yes this may seem obvious, as even
we can see a spod mix cloud in the
water, but we can not see in the UV
range and so we can only guess as to
how the carp sees this or which light
range it uses the most to identify such
areas.
Conventional groundbaiting techniques may also back up this theory.
Any angler with a general fishing
background will know just how effective groundbaiting is for many
species of fish. It often is not just a
technique used to catch fish and
attract them to the bottom; it is also
used to catch fish throughout the
water column, particularly by the
match anglers. Often typical match

venues are far from clear watered
owing to fish stock densities, however groundbaiting using conventional groundbaits often containing
protein elements such as fishmeal are
very effective. Again the scent of the
bait obviously draws the fish into the
area, as taste and smell are the primary senses used by cyprinid fish to
identify food and to provoke feeding.
However you cannot completely
write off the possibility that visual
cues are also involved. I go back to
sweetcorn again here. I think it was
Frank Warwick again who said that
he has witnessed carp cherry-picking
grains of sweetcorn from mixed feed
beds; there is just something magical
about sweetcorn as an attractor of
carp. Not so many years ago I actually
witnessed the exact same thing
myself. I had scattered some corn in
the margins, as was my usual ploy on
this gin clear water, and amongst this
were maybe a dozen fishmeal boilies.
This was also a bait that the carp
were very fond of, having taken
numerous fish on these boilies fished
in this scenario. However on this
occasion a carp completely ignored

the boilies and initially began to pick
out grains of sweetcorn. Maybe it’s
the taste of the sweetcorn or maybe
it’s a visual thing, but corn is something that they really do seem to like.
To finish, some thoughts to maybe
help you incorporate this information
into your fishing… We don’t know
exactly how a carp perceives a colour,
and I can only hypothesise just what
may happen to amino acid containing
elements once dissolved in water, but
it’s clear from the evidence that carp
can see in the UV range, and it’s clear
that amino acid containing elements
absorb UV light. If you make your
own boilies be sure to incorporate
some soluble protein elements into
the mix; things like milk powders or
refined milk proteins and also predigested ingredients. If you don’t
make your own bait ask your bait
maker a few questions about how soluble the bait is or if it contains soluble
amino acid containing ingredients.
Keep an open mind and consider
what’s going on inside the head of the
carp that you are fishing for. The more
you know about them the better
equipped you are to seduce them.

This very special Staffordshire record common of 45lb 5oz was caught by one of the lads that uses my bait last year. The trap
was a milk protein based bait called H.X.B that was mashed up and chopped and offered alongside whole free offerings. The
soluble protein content of this bait is very high, and given the UV vision capabilities of carp, it may well look very different
to the fish than to us once the bait begins to degrade and attract. The hookbait that fooled it was one of my own Super
Orange Pop-Ups in white. These pop-ups contain soluble fish protein, which leaks off amino acids and peptides into the
water, which again may interact with UV light, becoming more visible to the carp.
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This 21lb fish fell to a yellow pop-up flavoured with crab flavouring. It lived in a
gin clear weedy water where I was able to observe the fish in many different
situations.

As far as using hi viz hookbaits
goes, I would ignore them at your
peril, as without a doubt they are very
effective, as demonstrated for many
years by many anglers; Frank Warwick being a prominent one. Also the
incorporation of some colour into your
trap is something to consider. I’d like
a pound for every carp caught on a
snowman rig utilising a drab bottom
bait and a bright pop-up or a piece of
plastic. Just how a fish sees a colour I
cannot say, but just as the bees and
butterflies are attracted to the yellows, oranges, pinks and whites of the
myriad of flowers worldwide, it cannot merely be a coincidence that so
many of the carp swimming in our
lakes have succumbed to this
approach so many times. Store it into
your mind and save this information
for a time when you can hopefully
employ it with some success. If you
have been using this approach for
many years then I would like to think
that if you just knew instinctively that
it worked and that was enough, that
you may now understand a little more
about the possible reasons why. n

WIN A HOLIDAY FOR TWO
Our good friends Steve and Sandy
Bond have put up a fantastic competition prize
in Big Carp to celebrate Big Carp’s
250th issue. Here’s your chance to
win a Holiday for two including
food at Lake Bossard.

And it could not be simpler to enter… All, you have
to do is go to the BOSSARD Facebook page…
1 You must like the Bossard page.
2 You must like and share this competition.
3 And just write “Done”
in the comments.
Closing date is
1st June 2021.

Good luck!
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Welcome this month’s Made in
England, a roundup of all the biggest
and most beautiful carp caught in
England over the past few weeks.
When submitting your pictures please
include your full name, the weight of
the fish and the venue.

This is a 38lb 10oz mirror carp caught at Sutton D.D.A.P.S. on a Mainline Cell boilie fished over a patch of gravel with a PVA
stringer using a 4in hook link of Korda Supernatural with a size 6 hook and inline lead setup. This is the biggest weight that
this fish has been caught at –a new PB for me and my second 30lb-plus carp from these lakes.
James Hale

This fish is known as the Red Fish and weighed 34lb 4oz. I caught it the second night into a three-night session on a Nene
Valley syndicate using Hush Hush baits cast to clear silty area off a marginal shelf at about 50 yards with 2kg of free
offerings. The rig was made from 15lb ESP Striptease, Nash Fang hook and a 2.5oz Korda lead. Not my biggest capture from
there, but by far the nicest.
Colin Merry.
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My first session on a southern syndicate saw me bank this
37lb mirror carp. I caught this fish whilst testing the new
Bait Tech boilie, which I have to say is a very impressive
smelling, looking, and quality bait. Also I’ve been trying
out the new Ace Razor hooks, which I have to say are
amazing; they’re how hooks should be – as sharp as
possible.
So with my 360 rig set with a cork ball hookbait around
40 yards out to the edge of a weed bed, along with ten kilos
of the new Bait Tech boilie I was going to sit back in the
hope that the fish would move onto my baited spot and stay
there, what with all the bait I had put out for the next 48
hours.
The first 24 hours came and went with loads of fish
showing but not much happening on the bobbins. Then the
next morning came, still with fish showing, jumping and
rolling over the baited area. By 11am that morning finally
my left hand rod ripped of and the fish weeded itself
instantly. After dragging a ball of weed back to my margin,
only feeling a gentle kick, I thought to myself, I bet that the
fish has got rid of the hook, but to my surprise on closer
inspection I could see a small carp’s back poking through
the weed. So I netted whole big ball of weed, and whilst
parting it I could see a small, scaly mirror of around 17lb.
First blood, and I was really buzzing about getting my first
fish from the new venue.
Thinking bite time had now gone, I casually got the rod
sorted back out on the spot with a fresh bait, and then to my
surprise ten minutes later the same rod was off again. This
time things felt a lot different; the fish was taking line as
soon as I leant into it and I was feeling those heavy lunges
you get when you know you have hooked a big’un. It then
weeded me up, or so it felt. I began to drag the heavy load
back to me, and after pulling it to around 30 yards out, the
heavy load, which I thought was mostly weed, just started
kiting to my left and quickly. Then I realised there was no
weed at all around the fish. I started to shake; I knew this
was big as it carried on kiting straight into the bushes to
my left
After a bit of side strain the fish came swimming out
straight in front of me in the crystal clear water only yards
away. This beastly, scaly carp just plummeted straight
down; the rod slapped the water and the fish slammed its
head straight into the lakebed, sending up a massive
plume of bubbles. I was crapping myself, saying to the

carp, “Don’t do that, please don’t do that.” After taking
some line back and bringing the fish back to the surface
through the crystal water I just took a march straight into
the lake with net in hand after this magnificent looking
carp, but again it plummeted straight back down to the
lakebed, slamming its head again into the silt.
I then began to think, “I’m going to lose this; it’s going to
come off and the rod is going to go slack in a minute! Please
don’t come off!” Then it came up again, this time with weed
all over its face. Now was my chance – I took one lunge at it
with the net, and it was mine, all 37lb of it. The relief of
seeing that fish go in the net was immense, and once filmed
for the new Bait Tech DVD and pictured, she was carefully
put back. What a start to my first session on there! I can’t
wait to get back.
Lee Morris
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On a recent trip to Monks I managed four fish: 44lb 8oz, 30lb 8oz, 29lb 6oz and a 20lb 12oz common. These were all caught on
Scopex Squid dumbells tipped with maggots. I had them fishing beside a Canadian weedbed at 80 yards and fed 2kg of
boilies and a gallon of maggots throughout the session.
Simon Harbottle

I think this fish was around 23lb. Not the biggest, but I think the most beautiful carp I have ever caught. It was from a club
water in Bedfordshire.
Rob Taperell
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This is the mighty Hendrix from Cleverley Mere at 41lb 12oz. After two and a half seasons fishing weekends, I finally got
him. The bait was Mainline Cell.
Lee Goddard.

This fish was part of an eight-fish catch on my first night on a Shropshire club water. The fish weighed 32lb and was caught
on half a Cell dumbell balanced with half a 10mm tutti pop-up over a scattering of Cell boilies.
Rob Crutchley.
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Setting off on a cold Sunday morning heading for Willow Lake in Cambridgeshire, I arrived at the lake at nine-ish and did a
lap of the lake to see what’s been out. It was a bit grim and from what I was told no fish had been seen. But when talking to
an angler I noticed a fish pop its head up, and I needed no more convincing of where I was going. I set up and put my rods out;
one on a spot where I’d seen the fish top. At 3 o’clock the next afternoon I got a take and it felt like a good heavy lump. After a
good 15-minute fight I slid the net under a fish I’ve seen before; I’ve caught this fish three years running, every time in
November and a few days apart at each capture. How uncanny is that? She weighed in at 42lb 12oz; last year she was 38 and
the year before, 36lb 14oz.
Mark Laurence

Weighing in at 37lb, this fish was caught on Perfection Groundbaits Meat and Worm. The hookbait was drilled out and cork
was inserted, and it was fished with a ground bait stick on its own in between two weedbeds after spotting fish in the area.
Rob Baker.
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On a Black Swan Mission

The ‘Good Looking Carp’ winner for
November 2013 – Mark Cripps

On a Black
Swan Mission!
By Mark Cripps
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I

t all started about six years
ago when I was angling on a
local water called Southlake
run by Southlake Angling
Society. The club runs two
lakes and a stretch of the river
Loddon in the Berkshire area. I had
fished Southlake for around three
years, enjoying my angling and
catching some of the cracking Southlake residents.
It was at this time in 2008 that
Black Swan Lake on the famous Dinton Pastures complex in Reading was
to become a syndicate water. It is a
94-acre gravel pit formed in 1968 and
was originally used as a trout fishery
and had been used as a stocking lake
for carp from around 1990 to stock
White Swan Lake and California
Country Park – fisheries that are both
run by Wokingham Borough Council.
White Swan Lake is situated to the
West of Black Swan Lake and holds
some of the most beautiful carp in the
country. The thought of angling for
uncaught UK carp is an angler’s
dream – a rare opportunity that I did
not want to miss! I did not hang
around on contacting the council and

had my name on the syndicate list.
Shortly after, I received a call from the
council to say I had been offered a
place, which I snapped up straight
away.
The opening season finally came at
midnight on June 15th 2008, an
incredible night full of excitement and
anticipation throughout all the
anglers who were lucky enough to
have a Black Swan ticket.

The months seemed to flash by and
what with having our first child at the
beginning of the year and running a
transport business, time on the bank

(Top) One of my earlier captures –
27lb 2oz of pure gold.
(Below) Two captures of this fish at
its biggest weight 40lb 8oz, the fruits
of my labour, one very powerful
mirror carp.
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This was number six of a six-fish capture in February, all on singles – location was the key. An unbelievable 32lb 8oz zip.

was very limited. A couple of years
down the line, our second child was
born… I just felt as though I could not
put the time or effort into my angling,
and the first few seasons seemed to
disappear. Although catching a few
fish here and there, I just was not getting the results I wanted. It was at
this time I was faced with a big decision… did I go back to Southlake or

A nice mid 20 common.
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maybe find an easier water to fish? I
just did not know what to do!
After a lot of hard thinking, my
decision was to stick with it on Black
Swan. With limited time on the bank,
I knew I would have to change my
approach; I needed to be more proactive when I was not angling.
As you always hear in angling,
effort = reward. This was definitely

the turning point in my angling on
Black Swan.
The first plan I tackled was to start
a baiting programme, and boilies
were my chosen plan of attack! ID
Bait Developments makes the bait I
use, a company owned by Dean Marshall. ID makes a wide range of baits,
but I personally have stuck to the
same bait for around six years, using
a variety of bottom baits, pop-ups and
wafters. It’s a top quality bait with a
proven track record that never lets me
down! Mainline pop-ups are also a
favourite of mine at certain times of
the year.
The lake was local to me, being
only around 15 minutes from my
doorstep. I started getting down to
the lake as much as possible in my
spare time – even before, during and
after work, as the majority of my work
was local to the Reading area, taking
a pocket full of bait each time, which I
religiously put in the car along with
the throwing stick. I would sneak
around where I could, but most of the
time found it difficult, as there were
so many anglers around, so sometimes I was seen at what I was up to
but just had to carry on with what I
was doing.

On a Black Swan Mission

39lb 8oz ghost mirror – A true black swan character!

I found it impossible to put the bait
in the same areas continuously
because of other anglers, so I kept
trickling it in where I could without
interfering with anyone’s angling. I
tried to bait spots where the fish were
at that particular time, or where I
thought the fish would be moving
through, or areas I thought they
would be visiting.
I tried to keep away from the social
side of the lake, trying not to get too
involved with new syndicate members, as I knew it would distract my
concentration… I had to be 100%
zoned in on the water, not on other

After a few pasties – I soon shut one of
the lads up!
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anglers and distractions. I knew this
was the only way to put the stunning
Black Swan residents on the bank. I
was keeping an eye on where other
anglers were fishing so I could
approach the areas that were not getting angling pressure.
It really did become an obsession;
not the fishing itself, but the baiting
up and just being down there. Sounds
a bit strange really, but I am sure there
are many anglers that know where I
am coming from! It was as if I had to
prove to myself that these hard fish to
catch could be caught without fishing
day after day, week in and week out.
The Dinton complex is also a country park with the council running a
multi activity centre there too, meaning there are many dog walkers and
members of the public. The boating
activity was quite hectic at certain
times of the year, but I had to put all
of this to the back of my mind and just
get on with my angling.
Slowly but surely over the last few
seasons things had started to happen
– my catch rates seemed to get better
and better, and I even started getting
into some of the larger fish. The baiting up programme really was coming
into its own during the warmer
months of the year. I was also catch-

ing during the winter months
whereas in the previous seasons, I
would pull off Dinton and go back
onto Southlake, where I thought I was
more likely to get a bite – how wrong
I was!
I was amazed at what I actually
saw when walking Black Swan in the
winter months – I found that at certain times of the day the fish would
give their whereabouts away with
very subtle shows or gently breaking
the surface and sometimes the odd
bubbles popping up here and there. If
I looked hard enough, the signs were
there to see.
Looking back over the last few seasons, there were so many occasions
where I knew where the fish were.
Knowing I could have a great chance
of a bite, but I just did not have the
time – leaving the lake gutted but
knowing I would be back – I kept a
level head and thought they could
wait until next time! Fishing single
baits during the winter started producing some great captures. Location
really was the key, spending three to
four hours or more scanning the
water even when I had only 12-24
hours to fish – I sometimes chose not
to fish if I did not see any signs of life.
It was coming out of winter and into

On a Black Swan Mission

A pretty 21lb 8oz mirror.
ID Bait Developments – keeps them searching out every last
bait.

28lb 12oz, the best of a seven-fish catch in a 12-hour period
after moving in torrential rain. The pressure had dropped
through the roof – well worth the soaking!

A stunning, dark Dinton common.

23lb 8oz. This one fell to a single pop-up.

30lb 12oz. The temperature dropped to minus three on this
overnighter, but it didn’t stop this carp feeding!
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33lb 12oz, a cracking spring morning. Unfortunately, this fish is no longer with us.

Theale Lagoon – 33lb 8oz. A rig change made all the difference.
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starmerbaits.com
High oil marine pellets

Halibut marine

Salmon marine

Tuna marine

Mixed marine

Halibut & coconut

Sardine & anchovy

Green lip mussel

Designed for maximum attraction and food content, these pellets are perfect for leaving large areas and beds of food. With a near instant
release of nutrients and a longer break down time than attractor pellets you can be sure that carp will still find a bed of food to get there
heads down on. Sizes available: 2mm & 5mm in all types.

Method mixes & groundbaits

Bloodworm

Beastie ball

Coconut cream

Big fishmeal

Green lip mussel

Halibut marine

Hempseed

Hot chili & hemp

Red carp

Firm tough texture, quick break down times, high leakage. Our versatile method mixes can be moulded into tough balls for your catapult,
or even be used dry as a ground-bait. Either way your swim will benefit from a large cloud of bait with high nutrients and high attractant
value. Perfect for either carp or coarse fish!

Low oil attractor pellets

Bloodworm

Coconut fish

Fishmeal

Hot chilli & hemp

Strawberry cream

Sweetcorn

Tiger nut & maple

Multi mix

web: www.starmerbaits.com
ebay: stores.ebay.co.uk/starmerltd
amazon: search for starmerbaits in the amazon product search box.
tel: 01268 690 300
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Check out our massive bait range on any of our web stores
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Unlike our high oil feed pellets, our low oil attractor pellets are designed for maximum release of nutrients and a quick break down time.
Perfect for attracting carp & coarse fish, but leaving as little food as possible ensuring your hook bait has as high a chance as possible of
being picked up. Sizes available: 5mm in all types.

On a Black Swan Mission

30lb 12oz – caught just two hours after arriving.

Theale Lagoon – 37lb 12oz.
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33lb 8oz chestnut common off the baited spot.

My second capture of this zip – another victim of the baited spot.
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Soaked through and losing my
trousers, but did I care?

spring, on the very last day of the season when I landed this stunning dark
common, which I then went on to
enter into the ‘Good Looking Carp’

competition. It got a lot of interest,
receiving many comments on how
stunning a carp it was. It won me
November’s ‘Good Looking Carp of
the Month’.
I was on a 48-hour session as it was
the end of the season. The night temperatures were still cold with frosty
mornings, and the day temperatures
were slowly on the up with daylight
hours getting longer. It was a frosty
morning when I arrived at the lake
with mist gently rolling in a southwesterly direction. After a couple of
hours walking around I sat on a bench
to rest my legs. 15 minutes had
passed, and there they were directly
in front of me! I saw three shows in
about half an hour. All of the swims
were free in this area so I dashed back
to the car, loaded my barrow and was
back in the swim within 20 minutes. I
knew this area of the lake quite well
and at this time I would say around
80% of the lakebed was covered in
Canadian pondweed around 2-3ft
high in approximately 6-7ft depth of
water. I knew there were some goodsized clear areas at the range of 6070yds that were mainly clay lined and
gravely and this was roughly the area
the fish had showed. The right hand

34lb 14oz – the longest common I have ever seen.
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rod went out on a pop-up taking just
two casts and I felt a firm drop down.
The middle rod – also on a pop-up –
took four chucks, fishing a few
metres from the right hand rod, also
getting a nice firm drop. The left rod
was on a bottom bait, fished another
few metres from the middle rod –
there was not such a nice firm drop
down on this one, but I left it anyway,
as I was worried I had disturbed the
water too much; however I was confident with my first two casts.
The rods were set and I sat back
watching the water for an hour or so.
I had decided I would fish the night
here, so I set the bivvy up and settled
down. On dark, I put out about 15
baits by throwing stick, scattering
them in the general area. The night
passed and I was waking up to the
birds singing on a cracking spring
morning. First things first, kettle on –
cuppa made! Sitting back watching
the water I saw two more shows on
the same area and I was surprised
that I had not had a take. I considered
recasting but decided against it – I
had set my stall out to leave the rods
out for the day. At around 5pm that
afternoon, the right bobbin lifted and
jammed into my Delkim alarm. I lifted
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On a Black Swan Mission

into the fish and knew instantly that it
had bored into the weedbed that surrounded the spot. Keeping a gentle,
steady pressure, I could feel the weed
slowly parting from the lakebed.
Keeping it slowly moving, I saw a
dustbin lid sized ball of weed hit the
surface at about 60yds. I could feel
the fish shaking its head, sending
vibrations down the rod tip as it
approached the net, about a rod
length out. The fish had one last
attempt for freedom as it shook its
head, which parted the weed into
two, and it turned and stripped about
20yds of line off the spool. After a several minute battle in close, it was
finally nestled in the bottom of my
net! As I opened the net to see my
catch, I was amazed at the stunning
dark common in its winter colours.
What a result… and being the last
day of the season made it even
sweeter.
2013 had arrived, and it started
with a bang! After the constant
Christmas eating, drinking and chaos
I managed to do an overnighter on
New Year’s Day, which resulted in a
24lb 8oz mirror – a good start to the
year. I already had my thoughts on
the coming season and that magical
night of June 16th thinking of certain
areas I was going to concentrate on.
It was strange, as I was planning up to
six months ahead and there were still
a couple of months left in the season.
I managed a couple more captures up
to the end of the season in March,
which seemed to come and go so
quickly as if I almost missed it. As
soon as the season had finished and
all the anglers had vanished, I was
back just days into the closed season
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raking certain spots, sometimes by
boat and sometimes from the bank,
clearing areas of branches and weed
and planning for the upcoming season. And the beauty was that no one
knew what I was up to (well, that’s
what I thought anyway!).
It was the middle of April when I
decided I would start baiting certain
areas. The one I mainly concentrated
on was a silt and gravel seam around
110-120yds from the bank, probably
near to my maximum casting range. It
was an area you could only hit from
one swim, without having to worry
about disturbances from other
anglers in the swims nearest to it.
This area commanded a lot of water
and was a major patrol route for the
carp, being reasonably central to the
lake.
From the middle of April up to the
start of the season I baited the area
daily, except a few days, with about
half a kilo of bait. I decided to bait up

(Above) Theale Lagoon – the morning
after. What a great weekend!
(Below) The baited area kept on
producing.

by boat, as it seemed easier than
doing it from the bank at that range,
and the wind and dreaded seagulls
caused me many problems. Although
this method was quite draining, it
became part of my daily routine going
before, during and after work. It took
me around 45 minutes from leaving
my doorstep to be on the water and
back home. There was only one huge
gamble I took baiting up so early and
that was there was no guarantee I
would even draw that particular
swim. The draw was a few weeks
before 16th June, and this was on my
mind for weeks, hoping for a good
draw.
The end of April had arrived when I
received a call from a good friend, Jim
King, aka Billybob. Jim is on the committee for Southlake Angling Society;
he was telling me that at their AGM in
a charity raffle he had won a 48-hour
session on Theale Lagoon/Ameys Pit,
which had been donated by Big Pit
Angling, which runs the syndicate on
the lake. It was for him plus one other
angler, and he asked if I would like to
go with him. I said yes straight away,
so we booked a Friday off work and
planned to fish the first weekend in
June.
Theale Lagoon/Ameys Pit is
around 350-plus acres, a huge gravel
pit in Berkshire that neither of us had
ever even walked the banks of. We got
permission the week before to drive
around the lake, as the swims can be
accessed by vehicle so we spent a

On a Black Swan Mission

(Above) End of October 2013 – my last
fish of the year– an incredible
unknown 40lb 12oz Black Swan
linear.
(Below) Immaculate!
(Bottom right) Kicking strong – back
she goes.

few hours on a couple of evenings
looking for signs of carp, but to no
avail. Returning on the Friday we had
planned to fish, we spent most of the
day searching for signs once again to
no avail.
Going on the little information we

had and weather conditions of course,
we chose two swims on the southwest corner of the lake, and what a
decision it turned out to be. Cutting a
very long story short, we managed to
bank a 33lb 8oz common and a cracking 37lb 12oz mirror – what a result –
the carp gods were definitely with us
that weekend! It was great being
back on the bank with Billybob again
– the first time in ages due to us being
on different syndicates. So thanks
mate for the invite – an awesome 48
hours – happy days!
It was back to the sneaking around
on Black Swan where I continued to
trickle the bait in. Finally, the draw for
the start of the season was upon us…
the nerves were starting to kick in, as
all of the weeks of hard work could
have all been for nothing. Unbelievably, I came out about twelfth in the
draw and no one had chosen the
swim – my name was on it! This was
the time everyone had their swims
and their bait started to go in. For the
next couple of weeks, anglers were
popping up all over the place, but I
just kept doing what I had been doing
for the past six or so weeks, feeling
more relaxed. June 15th arrived; I
knew exactly where all three rods
were going at midnight knowing the
skyline markers and distances. It was
just a case of smashing them out now.
With all the hard work done, the rods
were finally on the spots.

The first screamer came in the
morning, a few hours into daylight,
and the fish just kept on steadily coming. Fishing these spots for the first
two weekends of the season, I ended
up landing nine fish including four
30s, which was my best ever start of
the season. After that, I was unable to
get back in that particular swim –
something I had expected really. I felt
I had done what I needed to do there,
and it was now time to move on to
other areas.
With the season now up and running and the hotter months upon us –
not my favourite time of year what
with the stuffy nights and hot sweaty
days. I managed several captures during July with the best being an
unknown common of 34lb 14oz – the
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longest common I have ever seen!
A couple of blank sessions followed, and during August I had a
large work project start, meaning I
was working solidly, and what with
family commitments and the year of
weddings, I didn’t get to wet a line for
around seven weeks. I was frustrated
knowing it would be a couple of
months before I could get back on the
bank. I managed a walk round from
time to time, as I wanted to try and
keep in touch with it, even if it was
just a quick twenty minutes or so, it
was just nice being there. It seemed

to take forever for the time to pass –
by this time we were well into October.
In the couple of months that had
passed, the lake had changed significantly; the trees were dropping their
leaves, and the temperatures had definitely dropped. It was great to be
back on the bank after such a long
time away but a couple of overnighters had led to nothing. I was
looking forward to a planned 48-hour
session at the end of October, but
with the severe weather warnings in
place it was too risky to fish the first
night. I headed out the following
morning to find a scene of destruction
around Dinton; there were trees and
branches down all over the place. I
decided on the area to fish after seeing something break the surface, and
later that night I landed my most
memorable Black Swan capture, with
an unknown 40lb 12oz linear – an
incredible Dinton carp that blew me
away! I felt the lake had rewarded me
for all the time and effort I had spent
planning to catch these stunning
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(Above) The morning after – I was
buzzing!
(Left) Awesome – at the right time of
year.

creatures. I think this is why carp
angling is so exciting and addictive,
as you never know what is going to
happen from one cast to the next.
One thing I do know for sure is the
more effort put in, the greater the
reward. I will continue to keep at it
and see what the future brings. n
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More Thames Carping
By Rob Maylin and friends

Thames Carping was our best-selling book of 2019 and for a good reason. The Thames
has everything a carp angler could possibly want, plenty of water, it’s the biggest carp
water in the country, unknown stock, a stock which increases every time we have a flood,
an element of the unknown (getting more known), very rare in today’s carp scene where
every carp is flogged, logged ,blogged and caught by an endless stream of bounty
hunters.
Yes, the Thames really is the last frontier to be fully exploited. Thames carp anglers
have many attributes of old school carping, stealthy, secretive and not bothered at all by
the size of what they catch, although, like the old school, still hoping it’s the fish of a life
time when the buzzer shrieks out!
For Thames carpers the build-up too is very old school, they still have the close
season, so this time is not wasted, as it was not years ago, recce’s, baiting up, getting
baits established, building up swims, while always being conscious that to be discovered
would be the end of their hard work, so coming and going discreetly, under cover of
darkness, a covert operation. Their cards held tightly to their chests. And this is why of
course that books on Thames carping are so rare and so readable.
You see within these pages are their secrets revealed for all to see. Not blatant, no
map grids in longitude and latitude to the latest hot spots but within the lines, read only
by anglers who know what to look for. A clue here, a landmark there. All part of the
ultimate jigsaw. So why do these secretive anglers choose to write, well simply because I
ask them.
Sometimes over several years. Most eventually agree, I am persuasive, arguing at
their catches need to be documented and be part of the history books for years to come.
Which is true, and why they do it. Not for money, to promote something or even selfgratification but to be part of our great angling heritage. So that their kids and grandkids
can look back and say “look! there’s grandad with a beautiful Thames Carp. He would
spend hundreds, even thousands of hours fishing for them.
So, here’s what we have, and may I say you will not be disappointed. Some truly
amazing Thames carp, from different stretches, some urban some rural, some well in
land and some tidal, but all from the amazing’ Old Father Thames’.

Let’s start with Ash Geden, who takes the cover positions again. His 2018-19 season
made riveting reading in book one. In this volume he is back for his 2019-2020 season
with equally incredible results. Many huge carp, several over forty, the front cover
leviathan being totally new. He is a great river angler with a gift for writing, you will love
his next instalment. Simon Rumsey has been on a journey while fishing the Thames, like
many I suppose, in search of a thirty, or even bigger!
Andrew Sadler has discovered some Thames secrets during his many years on the
Thames, for you the reader, he divulges all. Graham Stevens is a Thames stalwart, having
written several articles in Big Carp and a couple of chapters in the first Thames bool he is
back in this volume to tell you how he does it. A technical A-Z for all to learn from, novice
or expert Graham has some edges for you all.
The Teddington Tank by Vince Humphreys is a chapter about a huge common, that
fish of a life time that he freely admits was totally unexpected, but that’s the beauty of
the Thames.
Thames common by Mark Cook, yes, a there’s a theme developing here, A huge
Thames common, one never to be forgotten. River Thames, Same swim, Same carp … 6
months apart by Christopher Stockley is a great account which proves how territorial
even Thames carp can be. My Love for the Tidal Thames a Brief History, By Roger Baker. Is
a trip down memory lane for all those who like the history chapters? Thirty years on the
Tidal, some huge carp too. One of my favourite Thames stories yet.
A Thames Monster featuring Pete The Pirate, is pretty self-explanatory, while prolific
Thames carp catcher Danny Boy Hill, shows us just what’s possible with a breath-taking
gallery of Thames specimens. Add to these life history articles on the Thames by Jason
Townsend, Ben Frewin, Mark Anthony, Vince Humphries, Tom James and constantan
Thames carp catch ‘The Thames Warrior’ it’s obvious that this book is another must read
for not only river anglers but al carp anglers interested in something a bit different from
the norm. A book you will read over and over again. History in the making, our UK
heritage of Thames carp.

Rob Maylin
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A Higher
Power
By John Picking

A Higher Power

I

t was the early eighties when
my friendship first began
with Bryan Houghton, aka Mr
Spomb, and I am pleased to
say it is a friendship that continues today. We both enjoyed
the game of golf, and it is fair to say
we both achieved a good standard,
competing at county level on single
figure handicaps. I was fortunate
enough to go on and become Club
Champion at Birchwood Park in Kent,
and it was here that our partnership
in sport first took off, and on reflection
I believe we remained undefeated as
a pair. Indeed one particular competition springs to mind at Princes Golf
Club in Sandwich. On the day, playing
off “scratch” we managed to defeat
the best Kent had to offer, winning by
four shots.
Sometime later and in need of a rest
from all the 19th hole celebrations, my
love for fishing was rekindled and
with both Bryan and I having a lifelong love of the sport and experience
of fishing many local venues, in particular the Darenth Valley, it was not
long before we were once again in
pursuit of the elusive carp.
As anglers we have very different
styles and approaches to fishing.
Bryan is a great lover of sweetcorn
and probably the best at utilising this
natural bait that I have ever met. His
development in ever-changing methods of fishing and delivering this pop-

ular bait culminated in him inventing
the Spomb. I, on the other hand, am
more of your rig and boilie man. I
have a fascination with rig development and have spent many hours
playing with hooklinks and knots,
swivels and hooks, in all sorts of wonderful combinations, and while some
have worked wonders, many have
turned out not that wonderful after
all. I now have a few favourites, most
of which I have developed with popups in mind. One thing is for sure
though and that is with Bryan’s take
on the more traditional approach and
naturals and my experience with the

(Above) My lucky mascot, the red
troll. Have you got one?
(Bottom) Corn and the Spomb – a
winning combination. White Tips at
39lb 12oz.

boilie methods, we have that magic
recipe that once again makes us a
winning partnership.
Throughout my teenage years, and
indeed to this day, I would say my
favourite venue was and still is Darenth Big Lake. There is a magic about
the place that only those that have
been fortunate to fish it will understand. I have spent many days and
nights hunting the leviathans that
lurk in its depths. Bryan on the other
hand cut his carping teeth on the
likes of Horton Kirby and Dartford
Lakes. Finally last year Bryan saw the
light, and I persuaded him to join Darenth Big Lake. Despite the obvious
success of the Spomb and the subsequent development of Team Spomb
and our entry in the B.C.A.C, we have
still managed to hook up for a few
sessions on the banks of the Big Lake,
predominantly through the hard winter months. Bryan the sweetcorn
demon was using the Mini Spomb to
try and entice one of the famous Darenth big’uns out of its winter slumber,
while I was field-testing a brand new
Bevo Bait, which both Colin Bevan
and I developed from the original
Bevo’s Dominator, The “LSD”. We
both had our successes, with me
landing a total of 21 fish from the start
of November through until the end of
February and Bryan catching his UK
PB, a named fish called White Tips at
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39lb 12oz. I was over the moon when
Bryan asked me to join him in representing Team Spomb in the Southern
Carp Cup held earlier this year. Fortunately we sailed through to the semifinals, which were held at Thourney
Weir, fishing the Metz. The weather
was horrendous with the fishing
unbelievably difficult, with only one
fish being caught in thirty hours.
However with time running out Mr

Spomb saved the day by nailing a
common of 8lb 12oz, putting us in the
final. Never were two anglers so
happy to see a pastie on the bank.
The final was to be held at Todber
Manor, on the Big Haze. I have to be
honest, when I saw the names of
some of the guys we would be up
against and knowing their unquestionable ability, I thought how little if
any chance we had of pulling it off…

Funny how things work out!
The big day arrived, and with the
car loaded with ammo we set off to do
battle with the big boys. The long
drive was spent reminiscing about
the good old days and our competition exploits together on green and
lake. I reminded Bryan that we still
remained unbeaten in both our previous golf and angling competitions.
Could we possibly pull it off again? It
would be like Charlton beating
Manchester United at Wembley in the
Cup Final. We laughed, but inside we
both knew if we get it together, on the
day we can compete with the best.
It came to the draw and Bryan,
hoping I lived up to my nickname
“Lucky John”, let me pick. Although a
good one, fellow competitors Lewis
Swift and Jack Mayer pulled No 1
swim, and by the look on Wayne
Mansford’s face we were all now fishing for second place. Glastonbury was
in full swing not too far away, and it
was suggested we all go there
instead, but our stage was set and we
were ready for battle. As predicted
Lewis and Jack got off to a flyer, and
in just ten hours were ahead by
100lbs. At the halfway mark of the
competition and 80lbs behind
the leaders, in boiling temperatures during the day, we were in
need of some luck. We would
seek this from my lucky mascot,
a red haired troll my daughter
had given me way back in 1986.
Tom Duncan Dunlop, a good
angler in his own right, kindly
pointed out that my lucky troll
was not actually sitting on the
rods. Fortunately I took his
advice and shortly after moving
it a rod ripped off. I said to Bryan,
“See, the mascot works!” He
said, “I am not superstitious like
you JP, but I did see a penny earlier and was going to pick it up
and recite that poem ‘Find a
penny and pick it up and all day
long you will have good luck’
but the Penny has gone now.” To
his amazement I produced the
same penny from my pocket. I
had picked it up and recited the
poem. What happened next was
nothing short of miraculous, and
I put it down to my little redhaired friend, with maybe some
Spooky! White Tips at 39lb 14oz
while on the phone to Mr
Spomb.
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help from the penny.
After a celebratory brew things just
went crazy. At one point we had two
on at once and one in the net and in a
very short time, in less than two hours
to be precise, we had amassed 100lb
of fish and before we knew it we had
pulled it off by a margin of 39lb. We
had done it. We were the Southern
Carp Champions. Get in there!
It was one of those sessions when
everything seems to come right
exactly at the right time. It’s as if
someone or something was watching
over us that day. It was exactly a year
to the day that my dear nan had
passed away, and I would like to think
she played her part along with my
trusted troll and Bryan’s, sorry, my
penny. We laughed and joked all the
way home reliving the highs and lows
of the competition, still dazed by our
good fortune
Two days later I was back at my
beloved Darenth Big Lake and still
high from our victory at Todber. I
noticed I still had my pop up rig
intact. With a shrug of my shoulders I

Although small, the mascot worked its magic. Watching over the rods as a
buzzer bursts into life.

thought, what the hell, and launched
the rig tight to the far island in the
Fence swim.
The traps were set, and I had just
started a phone conversation with
Bryan when the middle rod screamed
off. Ten minutes later there it was,
White Tips on the bank, weighing in
at 39lb 14oz, the very same fish that
had given Bryan his new UK PB.

IKTUS CARP HAS WON
THE CATEGORY BEST
FRENCH HOLIDAY
DESTINATION IN OUR
BIG CARP TOP 10
COMPETITION FOR THE
2ND TIME, THEY WON
LAST YEAR TOO!

In Southern France, near the city of Pau is the Carp venue called Iktus.
The property has a total area of 100 Hectares (almost 247acres) with
the magnificent 60 year old gravel pit called Iktus Carp of 35 Hectares
(87acres). Open all year long, the lake has 15 double swims.
The fish stock consists of about 1,300 Common and Mirror Carp, with
approximately 300x40lbs, 50x50lbs, 20x60lbs and 3 fish over 70lbs,
Catfish up to 250lbs, Sturgeon to 150lb and Grass Carp to 70lbs. There
are no ‘Poisson-chat’ or ‘Crayfish’. There are toilet and shower facilities,
an on-site restaurant and bar, we rent boats, electric outboard motors,
bikes, echo sounders and all the fishing equipment you could need
with a tackle shop on site.
Iktus Lake Two (The Sturgeon lake) has 8 swims and holds about
500 Common and Mirror Carp with approximately 30x40lbs, 3 fish
over 60lbs, 80 Koi Carp up to 40lbs and 200 Sturgeon of 17 different
species, 8 European records, biggest 85kg (French record) and 100
Grass Carp with the biggest 55lbs.

When you think some anglers fish this
lake for a year and do not have a fish,
how weird is that?
We both know that our run of good
fortune must end at some point, and it
is on the cards that Bryan and I will be
beaten soon. It’s a good feeling to be
riding on the wave of success, so why
not milk it while you can?
Happy days! n

BIG CARP TOP TEN
Day Ticket Carp Fishery

Our first home-grown
Coole Acres 30lb common,
caught 1am, 10th
February 2020
(Right in the 50mph teeth
of storm Ciara!)

Angler: Dave Hogg
Capture: ‘Oggie’ 30lb

Exclusive booking agents for Iktus Carp,
Iktus Lake Two, Iktus Runs Water
and IktusRuffaud

For information and to book a swim at one of these fantastic lakes
give Rob Watts a call at the number below.

7 Drayton
WoodRoad,
Road,Hellesdon,
Hellesdon,Norwich,
Norwich NR6
email: rob@carpfishingtrips.co.uk
7 Drayton
Wood
NR65BX
5BX •• email:
rob@carpfishingtrips.co.uk
Tel: +44(0) 1603 415984 • Mob: +44(0) 7717837879 • www.carpfishingtrips.co.uk
Tel:
+44(0) 1603 415984 • Mob: +44(0) 7717837879 • www.carpfishingtrips.co.uk

www.cooleacresfishery.co.uk
L: 01270 812929
M: 07747 007669
e-Mail brian.reilly@live.co.uk
Like us on Facebook
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Cluster!
By Matthew Williams

O

n arrival of my first
session the first
thing I noticed was
the piece and quiet,
i had become used
to fishing with the
noise of the constant flow of the busy
traffic on the M4. From standing in
one swim it gave me a good overall
view of the lake and could see one
other angler on, this was some what
of a surprise as I’ve heard the stories
of how busy the lake can get, I believe
the loss of the biggest resident
recently has had a impact on the
number of anglers, I had a steady
walk around the lake ( approx 12
acres ) just looking for anything to go
on, No research was done on this lake
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apart from the previous week when I
made the decision to fish this venue,
and info from my angling friends who
have fished the venue previously, my
decision was to fish the Autumn with
a target of 1 of the 2 biggest residents
in the lake even though any carp
would of made the campaign worth
while due to I was aware of how
tricky this venue could be hearing
stories of people fishing seasons
without a bite, it was close to home
being a 45 minute journey each way,
I knew more effort would be needed
to get something going, there was
some well sort after fish and my
autumn campaign was set for 2 specific fish, one being a common “ The
Big Common “ around the 41lb-43lb

mark and the other being a Mirror
known as Moonscale again around
the similar weight bracket, Im more of
a mirror man so Moonscale was the
one if given the choice I wanted. On
doing the lap of the lake I saw some
surface movement but nothing to
confirm carp, a warm wind was blowing into the bay corner and just
looked right, I continued my walk
with a stop in each swim to try a work
out what was fishable when others
were fishing the opposite banks, I
ended up in a swim known as the car
park swim, as I said previously the
warm wind was hacking into this corner and felt good.
On this session the bird life was
minimal which was also another

Cluster

bonus as on Pingewood just picking
up the throwing stick had the gulls
going crazy, I took advantage of this
and with a throwing stick put out a
couple of kilo of mainline 18mm cell
boiles, all 3 rods were set with long
running chods using “ Thinking
Anglers” components , I like every
part of my chod to be able to rotate
360 as I believe this makes this rig
extremely difficult for the carp to
reject it,
I made several cast into a area
approx 50 -70 yards out just for a general feel around, I don’t like hard clean
spots and gravel and try to steer clear
of this if it’s a option, I enjoy fishing in
the weed as it gives better line camouflage and its not blatant ( My Opinions only ) a large enough area was
found and all 3 rods placed into the
area, with the rods set it was time to
just sit back and observe the water as
long as I possibly could, Not really
great at the water watching stuff, give
me 30 minutes and I need a break ,
anyway over the next couple hours
nothing seen but was enjoying this
peaceful venue ( Apart from the occa-

sional dog walkers ).
Evening came and the wind had
dropped off, lake was like a mill pond
and the sounds of owls was something I had looked forward to, Anglers
who have fished Motorway Bank on
Pingewood lagoon will fully understand what I mean.
The night passed quietly and I was
up just before light to see if these carp
would give signs of there locations,
again surface movement but nothing
to confirm carp, Decsion to sit tight as
the wind was once again hacking into
the corner of the bay and even no
signs of carp it did still look good for a
bite.
Around 2:30pm I was just making a
brew when my Receiver made several
bleeps, I looked down to my rods and
the bobbin on my right rod was tight
against the delkim and the tip pulled
round, by the time I had put my tea
down the bobbin was off and the
spool spinning away and the delkim
making the fuzzy noise it does on a
melt down, when I lifted into the rod
It felt like a good fish, immediately the
legs were shaking and thinking to

myself “ First session and I got one on
“ no longer than 10 seconds from
picking the rod up the left had rod
went into melt down, I had a friend
fishing a swim down and called for
his help, I decided to let the second
fish run hoping he would weed himself up giving me time to land the 1st
fish, 1st fish landed and secured,
picked up the left rod and started to
gain line, this fish felt heavier and several times manged to get back into
the weed and on the 3rd attempt the
hooklink material parted, gutted was
a understatement, but within seconds
of losing the fish the middle rod was
away, lifted into it and after several
knocks and bumping around the hook
pulled, ( Belive it was a tench ) 3 takes
in the matter of minutes, my head and
legs were all over the place the
adrenaline was pumping crazy.
The captured fish was brought on
to the bank and by lifting the sling I
knew it was one of the good ones, on
pulling back the sling I knew it was a
30LB + but unsure what fish, anyway
weighed in at 35lb 8oz and it wa a
carp known as “ Cluster “ . n

Urban Baits Nutcracker
Session Pack Competition
A massive thumbs up to our great
friend Terry Dempsey for providing an
awesome NEW monthly competition
And it could not be easier to win this fantastic Urban
Baits Nutcracker Session Pack which contains 5kg
of 18mm Nutcracker Boillies (RRP £37.50) and a tub
of Nutcracker Pop-ups (RRP £6.49), perfect for an
early season session.

To win simply go to the Urban Baits Facebook page
and ‘LIKE’ it. THAT’S IT! – Terry himself will pick a
winner at random.
Closing date is 1st June, 2021

– SO GET LIKING!

The Last Four Months
By Paul Rudd

W

hat an end to
the
year,
but not so
much for my
own fishing. As
far as that is
concerned, I’ve had the worst year of
my angling life. I’ve caught fish but
nowhere near as many as I would’ve
liked, but that’s the way it goes. I
guess it comes from not being settled.
The main place I was fishing this year
had such a bad atmosphere I couldn’t
get into it. It wasn’t the lake; it was
too many desperados!
After starting the month with one
of the smaller stock fish I gave up and
decided to do a few trips on the Park.
What a waste of time that was. Normally it gets a bad blue green algae
bloom that helps to break the weed
down, and by September the carp are
well on the move. This year the algae
never came; the weed stayed and the
carp never left it. We saw them but
we couldn’t get a bite. The last fish
anyone had was in early August! And
believe me the standard of angling on
there was very high, so I’m sure we

Ian Warner 40-plus, The Element.
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can’t take all the blame for blanking!
Everyone else seemed to be getting
amongst the fish though. Just after
the start of September Wayne Albon,
whilst wearing a stupid hat, waded in
with a cracking mid 30 on the Element. William Kelly also caught a fat,
scaly mirror from a Norfolk syndicate
also on the Element.
Joe from Norfolk Custom Rods
came up with the goods again when
he landed his second fish from an
ultra hard water that has less than six
fish in it. This particular common was
one he really wanted and was its first
visit to the bank in three and a half
years! Quality angling! Joe’s fish fell
to a Game On cork ball pop-up fished
over a good spread of bait.
Another Game On addict is Aaron
Albon who was catching plenty from
all of the waters he fishes. No matter
where he goes he always seems to
winkle a fish or two out and on very
limited time. Dave Rees also had a
mint 42 from a Cambs syndicate on
the Red Enzyme.
Star of the early autumn though has
to be Paul Cooper. This very talented

angler efficiently dismantled his large
and low stocked venue fish-by-fish.
Landing a 42 and a 37 amongst others. Then at the start of October he
winds in the stunning and very
sought after Brown Fish at 41lb 12oz.
All of Paul’s fish came on the Red
Enzyme fished at range with a mix of
trout pellets.
After beating my head against a
brick wall on the Park I decided to get
over on the syndicate. It’s a lovely
lake of about five or so acres with an
incredible stock of fish, although it’s
anything but easy. The owner, Ben,
has certainly created one hell of a
fishery. Not only that but it’s a great
place just to sit and soak up the atmosphere. On my first trip there I was
joined by my good mate Steve Bull
who helped himself to a 35-pounder!
I managed one but it wasn’t quite
that big. My next trip I was fortunate
enough to get another one, but then it
seemed to almost shut up shop. We all
tried but very little was coming out to
anyone despite some of the best
autumn weather we’ve had in years.
But you can’t win them all! It didn’t
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Aaron Albon

Rob Lemmon 43lb.

Craig Novakovic.

Craig Novakovic.

Tom White, first time out in six years!
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stop me from trying though. Like I say
I was having a bad year where nothing seemed to go right. We all get
them.
I did do a few more trips on the
Deep Pit but didn’t get close to catching another fish. I was fortunate to do
the pictures of a scaly 39-pounder for
my mate Lee, a stunning old fish I
hadn’t seen on the bank for almost 15
years.
As the autumn progressed the pictures kept coming. Mike Sparks from
St. Ives landed a new PB from a local
lake at 24lb on the Red Enzyme. Craig
Novakovic was having a mega time
on his Midland syndicate with numer-

ous good fish all falling to the Game
On. Dave Garner was doing what he
does best and was caning the fish
from the Lincs venues he was fishing
with fish to 35lb again on the Red
Enzyme.
Ed Wade was still catching numerous big fish from his syndicate mostly
on The Element. Although credit
where it’s due – he had a cracking
forty-odd pounder on a good oldfashioned tiger nut, hooked right in
the edge. One quality angler who
needs no introduction from our camp
is Ian Warner. The guy seems to systematically dismantle waters wherever he goes – a 37 from here, a forty

from there – whackers from here
there and everywhere! I could write a
whole diary piece on what he catches
alone. The guy is unstoppable, and
believe it or not he works full time. I
think this year he has had something
like six different forty pounders from a
multitude of different waters whilst
using our bait. Very humbling, I can
assure you.
Another very special capture came
to us in the autumn. One of our lads,
Tom White, started a campaign on a
lake he knew to hold several very special fish indeed. I sorted him a load of
the new bait we’ve been working on
and the first night he used it he

Mike Sparks.

Paul Cooper 34+.

Paul Cooper 37+.

Paul Cooper, The Italian at 42+.

Paul Cooper and the Brown Fish at 41.12.

Paul Cooper …stunning 37.12.
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Old School Carping
Volume 3

The ‘Old School’ series has become one of our most popular sets of books we have ever
published. It appears that, in this fast-moving society we find ourselves more and more
anglers are keen to look back at how things used to be, where it all started, before the
commercialism that now controls our angling, before the ‘sponsored angler’, before
Facebook, the Internet, or even mobile phones! However, did we survive? It certainly was a
very different sort of carp angling to today’s high pace, remote control, Snapchatting,
wannabe blogger’s world we find ourselves in.
Our contributors to volume 3 are the anglers we aspired to, the heroes of that bygone
age who were catching carp years ago before the hair rig when not everyone could catch
them quite so easily. So, let’s take a look at what Volume 3 has to offer, and why I consider it
the best yet! But who deserves first mention, that’s the question? Well, let’s start with the
godfather of carping Pete Springate whose chapter ‘Discovering Yeoveney’ with those
amazing brace shots still makes the hair stand on end when I look at them, they really don’t
make them like that anymore. Mile Wilson’s chapter ‘Dick Walker and Me’ looks back to their
meeting, an exchange of ideas.
Savay Discovered by John Harry looks back to when John first set his eyes on the lake where
he would end up spending most of his life. My Time on Rodney by John Pope is the first of
two chapters by John looking back to his time on this Boyer Leisure venue which was making
headlines in the 1970s and 1960s before the fish were transferred to Harefield.
His second capture deals with his affair at Walthamstow Reservoirs in the eighties. Frank
Haskett may be remembered for his capture of a massive carp from the Yateley Copse Lake,
fish which inspired both Ritchie McDonald and Terry Hearn to fish there. Sadly, the fish was
never seen again. Duncan Kay was king of the bait scene in the seventies and eighties, his
chapter on bait advice still holds true to this day.
Speaking of bait, yet another bait guru was John Baker, from the next decade
to this day Johns love of bait has not only been a passion but a big part
of his life, John’s chapter makes interesting reading. Two chapters from
from Rob Maylin of their friendship plus farewell messages from dozens of
Kevin Maddocks in this volume, the first is on Ashlea Pool which Kevin
Rogers friends.
and Vic Gillings dominated way back. I remember seeing the film they
Len Arbury Passes by Derek Stritton was written just after Len left us
made at Ashlea at one or two of the shows back in the early eighties,
with kind words from his good friend Derek. Laughing Waters 1964 by
awesome at the time and still well worth seeing if you get the chance.
Bruce Ashby was written a couple of months before Bruce died of prostate
Kevin’s second chapter is a thought-provoking piece, so relevant in
cancer, some great memories and images from one of this country's
today's carp scene and asks the question " Are we just going through the
greatest and well-loved anglers.
motions".
The Start of Something by Wayne Grant takes a look back to what got
Darenth The Early Years by Steve Briggs looks back to the days when
Wayne started in this life changing hobby. In Pursuit of a Twenty Pounder
Richworth Tutti's took this venue to town. It just proved what was possible
by Dave Lane is the story of a part of carp fishing that us old timers all went
with what was nothing special as far as bait goes but if everyone piled it
through, it seems unbelievable today but the hunt for tour first twenty
in, the fish became obsessed. Jim Gibbinson was the top carp angler in
pounder sometimes took years of hard work.
the UK in his day, not only a great carper but an outstanding writer too,
Andy Little's name came to the forefront when he joined the first ever
writing a host of best sellers.
syndicate at the famous Savay Lake. His long-range tactics earned him
His chapter in this book looks at the carp scene at the time and
instant success, that combined with the first ever boillies and side hooking
dissects the best and the worst of carp angling. Gerry Savage was another
rig. Mike Oyez was yet another big name of the 70s and 80s not only a
big name at the same time as Jim, he was the angler who brought the
prolific catcher but a fishery owner too, his chapter looks back at these
first high protein carp bait to the high street, HI-Pro was its name. Gerry's
times with a sarcastic eye.
chapter epitomises the carp world as it was in the 1970s.
Finally, what has become a favourite section of these books our Old
Staines in the Early Days by Ritchie McDonald tells the story of
School Scrapbook, filled with images from a bygone age.
Longfield AKA Fox Pool before it was known and became a circuit water
It seems unbelievable that so many icons can possibly appear
for carp hunters up and down the country. We have lost several wellin one volume! now perhaps you too will see why in my
known carp anglers in the last year and we honour two in this volume.
opening lines I described Volume 3 as the best yet! I
Roger Smith Remembered by Rob Maylin and Friends contains memories
hope you enjoy, and please let me know if you agree?

PAYPAL ORDERS www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk
PAY BY CARD – 01252 373658
ONLY 500 SIGNED COPIES AVAILABLE – FIRST COME FIRST SERVED
SO ORDER QUICKLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT
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Wayne Albon 35lb plus.

Wayne Albon and a fish called Two Tone Scaley.
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landed a whacking great common of
39lb 8oz. What’s so special about this
capture is that it hadn’t been out for
six years! An amazing bit of angling
from another talented angler. Rob
Lemmon also went to the syndicate
and helped himself to a 38 and a 43 in
consecutive visits on the Red
Enzyme.
Wayne Albon also kept his hand in
and landed a stunning old carp called
Two Tone Scaly at 39lb, one a lot of
anglers would love to catch.
The pictures just kept coming, and
to be honest it’s a job to keep up with
them all. I apologise if I’ve forgotten
anyone! One angler I can’t forget
though is one of my old mates who
caught a silly number of big fish
through the late autumn period. It’s a
pity I can’t show you any of the pictures of what he caught, but if he saw
a picture of himself in a magazine
he’d kill me! But enough to say
amongst the plethora of big carp he
caught was a 43lb common and a
50lb 12oz mirror. All of the fish that he
caught were on the new bait that he
helped design.
On a sad note, during December I
had some sad news. An old friend of

Ed Wade.

mine, Anthony Wood passed away at
the young age of 38 years. I’ve known
Ant since we were at primary school
together and I will miss him. I first
took Ant carp fishing on a farm pond
in the autumn of 1993, which we were
poaching. Every bite that we had that
evening I let him land, and thus he
was a converted angler. Unfortunately

due to ill health he never did go as
much as he would have wanted to.
RIP mate; you will be sorely missed.
On a lighter note I’d like to say a big
thank you to everyone who has been
involved with Denham Baits over this
last year. Every bit of help is greatly
appreciated. www.denhambaits.
co.uk n
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Quality Over
Quantity
By Simon Giblin
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I

first met Mark Lycett from
Custom Bait Services (CBS) at
the Sandown show a couple
of years ago. A mutual friend
introduced us, and I could tell
very quickly that we were on
the same wavelength and that I
wanted to be involved with them.
Upon further inspection, all their baits
looked, felt, and smelt of fantastic
quality, and were really nicely rolled.
One thing that struck me with all
their baits was that all the ingredients
in each separate bait, were plainly
listed on the bags. This is something
I’ve not seen for a very, very long time,
and told me that they had nothing to
hide, that they wanted to show the
good quality ingredients that made
up their base mixes, and that there
were no cheap bulking powders used.
We stood and chatted for about an
hour and discussed exactly what I
was looking for in a bait. Mark was
telling me about the ethos of Custom
Bait Services, and it was clear that
Mark (and therefore the company)
just wanted to produce consistent
high quality baits at an affordable
price for the average working angler.
The quality he produces means he
could, and maybe should, charge a lot
more for his baits, as they’re on par
with all the baits you will find in the
shops in the £10-£13 per kilo range,
and they outscore by a mile the baits
made by other companies in the same
price bracket as his. You could also
tell from the their stand and the way
they were presented that they were a

professional outfit, and what they
wanted to do was succeed and
become one of the “go to” bait companies of which there are so many of
these days. With the emphasis being
on 100% quality and consistency all of
the time, I am sure they will.
As the name suggests, they are a
“custom” bait service, so you can ring
and order one of his range of baits as
it comes straight off the tables, which
includes awesome fish catchers such
as the “Fenspice” or the “Red Baron”,
both which have a fantastic catch
record. Or you can change one or two
ingredients, and add this liquid, or
take out that powder, and make up
your own truly unique bait, which will
stay a secret that only you and Mark
will know – the options are truly endless. This is rare these days, as most
bait firms just want to roll their own
recipes and won’t change them, so
that’s what you get, take it or leave it,
and it is also what makes Mark and
his firm so interesting to work with.
So after our discussion that day Mark
offered me a role within ‘CBS’ that I
couldn’t refuse, to help promote the
already established baits they had on
offer, and to give ideas and input into
anything new to add to their portfolio
of carp foods – the future was looking
bright!
For me as a normal (almost) family
man, with a missus, nipper, mortgage
and a full-time job, my time on the
bank is very limited, and I get on average four nights a month. So to me, my
bait is the single most important part

(Above) Nice tight little swim.
(Bottom) A fish feeding on the now
not-so-little spots.

of my fishing that I must have total
confidence in. All the best tackle and
latest fandangled vajazzle rigs are
rendered completely useless if the
fish don’t like and won’t eat what you
put in front of them. In the words of a
great philosopher, “Simples”. I mean,
don’t get me wrong; I’m one of the
pickiest when it comes to my rigs and
presentation, I’m OCD about them, as
obviously they need to work and be
efficient, but they are secondary to
my bait.
This is one of the things that puzzles me in carp fishing these days. It
seems that the majority will spend
thousands and thousands on all the
latest gadgets and gizmos, the poshest rods and reels and the biggest
bankside hotel, all of which have no
real effect on whether you catch a fish
or not, but when it comes to bait they
want the cheapest possible bait they
can find. It’s the single most important part of the equation (in my eyes)
of getting a bite, and they become
tight because all they do is throw it in
the water. I bet a lot of anglers out
there at the moment are getting bait
for about a fiver a kilo, and there’s
some that I’ve heard boast getting it
for £3.50 a kilo! Really? Think about it;
if you can buy a bait for that sort of
money, from somewhere that has to
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make a profit on it to survive in these
competitive times, then what is the
quality really going to be like? When
you look at the prices of fishmeals,
which are going up and up all the
time, it doesn’t take a brain surgeon to
work out that maybe the quality isn’t
that great. It might catch fish, yes,
and to some that is all that matters,
but if you genuinely care about your
quarry and want to feed them something that will actually do them good,
giving them a balanced diet to keep
them in top condition rather than a
cheap as chips bulked out base mix
that’s just stuffed full of powdered
and liquid attractors, then the quality
route is the only way to go.
Also if you do use a good food
source bait the fish will (I believe)
actively search for it and eat it readily
over the lesser quality attractor baits.
We all know when we are eating
something that is good for us over a
drive through burger and chips, and I
believe the fish know this too. Therefore, using a better, guaranteed quality bait will probably get you more
consistent bites. I know all too well
that people are skint at the moment,
as I’m one of them, and that people
have budgets, but that budget seems
to go out of the window when someone waves a shiny new rod under
their nose. So how’s this for an idea?
Why not wait for the new rods and
reels as the ones you’ve got are probably perfectly serviceable, and will
land any carp you’re fishing for at pre-

sent, and instead spend that money
on the one thing that actually gets
you that bite that you play on your
£400 rod and £600 reel – bait!
I had a recipe that I’d come up with
about five years previously – a good
quality food bait base mix with my
two all-time favourite flavours at ultra
low levels, so as to give just a ‘nose’ to
the bait. My favourite essential oil and
another couple of liquids to make up
the attractor package for me, was and
is my perfect bait. I had caught well
on it from the off and was having it
rolled by a friend who ran a local bait

firm, but due to my business going
tits up in the recession, money
became very tight for us, and I could
no longer afford to have it rolled. It
was this recipe that I showed to Mark
and asked his opinion on, wondering
if he would like to take it on as one of
his own. Now I don’t know loads
about the in-depth science of formulating the ideal base mix, but I know a
little, so was pleasantly surprised to
get the reply from Mark of, “Eee that
looks nice!” (he’s a northerner).
There was only one change he said
he’d like to make, but apart from that
he said it looked like a “catcher”. I
knew it worked already, but gladly
took on board the advice and reason
for the change of that ingredient
tweak, and so the “SG1” was reborn. I
was quite fussy on how I wanted it
rolled, which Mark understood perfectly, as he deals with customers’
individual baits daily. I love my bait
really soft with a paste centre, as I feel
the softer it is the more they will eat of
it due to being easier to digest. It also
breaks down to a mush within 24-36
hours, so it never sits on a spot for
long, as everything else that lives in
the lake will gladly eat it. It has a low
boiling time of 45 seconds for a 14mm
bait (generally the size I use), to give
it the soft centre and to preserve the
goodness that goes into it, so it’s not

(Top) The snaggy corner, “home” to
the big’un.
(Left) It was very rare to get her on her
own.
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CARPING AFTER-CUT
At last, the third book from the UK’s most prolific catcher, Jim Shelley.
Following in the footsteps of his sellout second book, Carping Re-Cut, this book
documents Jim’s fishing over the last few incredible years. No one comes within
light years of Jim’s captures over this time with numerous 50-pluses from some
very testing venues and a shed full of backup 30s and 40s.

ALL BOOKS ARE
SIGNED BY JIM

Here is what Jim
had to say…
“My new book is finally
here, ‘Carping AFTERCUT’, after spending
hundreds of hours
writing it bankside.
Come join me in the
next installment
detailing my highs and
lows over the last few
years, starting from
Charnwood, Ellis,
Dinton, Fen, Swavesey,
Woolpack, Bayeswater,
Sutton, Buchan plus
some poaching for good
measure.
Like ‘Carping RE-CUT’,
there will be plenty
going on to keep you
gagging for more.”

£35.00 plus £3.00 post UK

Buy it here with paypal: www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk
or pay by card on our ORDER HOTLINE 01252 373658
Order NOW – don’t delay! This book will sell out fast, as the print run was only
3,000 copies. Carping Re-Cut sold out, and secondhand copies are now £100!!
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boiled out. I don’t use a throwing
stick to bait up anyway, so being so
soft isn’t a problem for me. Boiling
times can easily be adjusted, and with
a bit of drying, it is easily made ‘stick
friendly’.
I couldn’t wait to get the first batch
of the new “SG1” sent down, and was
like a kid at Christmas when the box
arrived. You know what it’s like when
you see a new bait for the first time, to
go in and grab a handful and have a
good sniff and crumble a few up and
have a good old play with it – and I
just couldn’t stop playing with it. It
was, for me… perfect! And the really
nice thing is it’s really quite different
from all other baits out there at the
moment. Now all I needed to do was
get it down the lake to see the fish’s
reaction to it.
A week or so later I arrived after
work on Friday, and after a few laps
and a good looksee, I chose an area
that was holding fish and was a
known “home” of the big’un I was
chasing at the time. It was a nice tight
little swim with a snaggy corner just
to my right and shallow water just in
front of the swim – perfect for watching the fish all weekend to see what
they thought of the new bait.
A couple of tiny little holes the size
of dinner plates in the weed received
about half a pound of whole and
crushed baits and a trap on each, lowered in off the tip. Fish were in and
out of the snags to my right continuously, and were going along the back
of the weedbeds in front of the swim.
Then a group of four fish came
mooching along my side of the
weedbeds, one behind the other in a
line, and as they came to the first
spot, the fish at the front dropped
straight down and started having a
bit, then the second, the third and
then the fourth, and I just stood there
and chuckled to myself, “You’ll do.”
They didn’t leave the spot until (from
what I could see) everything had
been eaten, then they slowly carried
on along the weed line until they got
to the second spot where exactly the
same happened again – they had the
lot.
Over that weekend I watched for
hour after hour as various fish visited
and just kept eating the bait. Once all
the bait had gone, they left, so I’d put
more in and they’d return and eat it all
again, and this went on and on and
on, until these now not-so-tiny spots
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in the edge had received 10kg of
boilies in 36 hours! But most importantly for me, the big’un had been in
there most of the time, backwards
and forwards gorging herself on it, so
I knew she loved it as well, although
she got away with it that weekend
again! I did catch five fish though to
mid 20s, so for a first trial of a new bait
it really couldn’t have gone any better, and I skipped the ‘barra’ back to
the van on Sunday morning. Every
trip after that the fish’s response to it
just kept getting stronger. Whichever
fish came across it would eat it. One
particular fish I caught five times in
two weekends!
That was a bit mad and something
I’d never come across before. My confidence in the bait after such a short
time was now a total and utter 100%!
During conversations with Mark over
the phone, he would say that “We
could change this” or “We could add
that,” and my reply always was,
“Nooo, don’t touch it!”
It was now surely just a matter of
time until the big’un slipped up and
got the one with the sharp bit in it. It
was amazing to watch as it fed with
such gusto every time it came across
the bait, but being a crafty old carp it
was getting away with it again and
again, and to be honest, it was ‘cooking my noodle’ (people reading this
who know me may have noticed this
fish was sending me quite insane). I
just had to be patient, as I knew my

Slightly deeper water under a big
overhanging willow.

rigs were sound, and it was eating too
much of the bait to keep getting off
with a free lunch. I just couldn’t
believe I hadn’t had it. Obviously disturbance from other captures in such
a confined swim wasn’t helping, but
with so many nippers in the lake it
was a nightmare to get the big’un on
her own, and generally it had an
entourage of three or four minimum
with her.
It was the entourage that I was
catching, and quite often after playing
and landing one of her mates I’d
creep back down to lower the rig
back in and she would be there, on
her own, absolutely nailing the spot,
gills flaring and bits of boilie flying out
of them. All I could do was laugh at
this cunning behaviour, grit my teeth,
and bang my head on the tree I was
perched in, waiting for it to leave
again so I could get the rig back in.
It was mid September before I
finally managed to get my own back
on her, but slip up she did. I had her
one swim down from where I’d fed
her all summer, in slightly deeper
water, under a big overhanging willow, and I was totally blown away.
The one I so badly craved and
obsessed over was twisting gently in
the net getting her breath back. After
having a free meal out of me so many
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times I’d finally got her. The weight
was immaterial, as it always is when
I’m so absorbed in catching a fish, but
on the wheel of fortune she went 40lb
8oz, and looked truly amazing in her
early autumn colours. Cheers old girl!
On a different note, the same summer ten of us went out to a tricky, far
from runs water in France, where two
or three bites for the week is considered good, with a blank easily on the
cards. Out of the ten of us that went,
three of us took the new “SG1”, the
rest taking the same bait that the lake
sees ‘week in week out’ throughout
the year. That week the lake did 51
bites, which was an exceptional
week, but the new bait which only
three of us had, accounted for 25 of
the bites. I know what you’re thinking, that we just happened to have
the fish in front of us more than the
other anglers, but that isn’t the case.

The fish were spread all over the lake
all week, sometimes more in front of
those not on the new bait. The fish
just seemed to get on it from the word
go!
Mark has been supplying the “SG1”
to a few people who have heard about
it and asked for it, and most are
reporting the same sort of results, “I
caught on it straight away…” or “I’ve
had loads…”, which for Mark and me
is all that we could have hoped for,
and is testament to what a total quality bait can achieve in a short space of
time and one that won’t break the
bank either!
I’m really not trying to preach to
you, as I have the greatest respect for
all (apart from one) of my fellow
anglers, and I wouldn’t be so arrogant, as there are so many people out
there better qualified than me to talk
about bait. Although, I have been a

carp angler for 30 years now and been
about a bit, so hopefully my tale will
relate to you on that level, and you
will take what I’ve said at face value.
My goal with this article is simple: I
want to try and get you to think for a
little while about bait quality. After all,
we all want the fish we care about so
much to be in the best possible condition, therefore living as long as possible. So it does matter what we feed
them on our way to catching them
and having our moment with them.
So maybe check out Custom Bait Services’ wares – they’re pretty damn
good!
Anyway I’ve waffled on long
enough. Have a good’un boys and
girls, and “bagawhacka”. Oh and if
you see me out on the bank somewhere, tell me to put the kettle on…
just bring the biscuits. Good ones
though, eh? n

40lb 8oz and she looked truly amazing.
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Spring
Equinox
By Spencer Wright

Awaiting the warmth of spring to arise.
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fter bagging the
first fish from the
lake in five months
in February, I was
hoping that the
switch had been
flicked and a few fish may come my
way, but winter came back to haunt
us all and certainly had a sting in its
tail that affected the lakes and fish
captures all over the country.
I’d continued to prebait the spots
as often as I could and whenever the
days were milder, as it was getting to
the time of year when the fish should
be fully moving, and I wanted to try
and encourage them to feed on the
spots, which would hopefully be of
benefit to me when the weather did
change for the better and spring
finally arrived.
With westerly winds evident for a
week or more before my impending
trip in mid-April, I visited the lake
three times leading up to my arrival. I
still hadn’t seen a fish whilst on my
reconnaissance trips but hoped that
the preparation was starting to pay
dividends and all the hard work
would be worthwhile.
My trip started off with something
of a saga. After commuting home on
my pushbike as fast as my legs would
carry me, I then had to wait for a lift
from my best mate Lee to take me
and my gear to the lake, as my motor
had failed miserably over the winter
and needed drastic repairs. Little did I
know at the time that this would continue on until late into the year, so I
was grateful at the time of his kind
offer of help. Once the gear was
unloaded on the roadside, I then had
to make the long, arduous slog across
the farmer’s field and through the
woods to get to my intended destination and little piece of heaven.
Once there, the rods were quickly
dispatched with stealth-like precision
to make sure they were exactly where
I wanted them to be – polished gravel
patches in varying depths of water
between 4 and 8ft. All having a handful of washed out Live-system boilies
to accompany the hook-baits. With
one rod on a 10mm airball popup/10mm hardened bottom bait
snowman, one with a double glugged
dumbbell and one with a 15mm bottom bait/trimmed Red Northern Special snowman. With conditions still
not perfect and it still being early, I
was hedging my bets, trying different

presentations to see what was working before switching over onto all
three rods if one happened to start
producing more bites!
With the rods out, I then set about
getting the shelter up and soon
turned in for the night. I heard a fish
roll at the other end of the lake, up in
the shallows, in the night, confirming
that they were active and moving,
making me feel a lot more confident.
The next I knew it was daylight,
and my alarm was screaming for my
attention. The fight wasn’t spectacular, and soon a small mirror just under
20lbs was in the net. Whilst the fish
was in the net and Tony was standing
beside me, the other rod ripped off.
The fight from this one was a different
story and probably after 15 minutes
had passed, a very big mirror was sat
angrily in the net. We weighed and
photographed the smaller fish, before
getting the bigger mirror out. We
identified it as one of the lakes resident 40s but unfortunately it was 5lb
down on its last capture and under 40
for the first time in many years, probably suffering from the harsh winter
that we had just experienced. Not
that I minded; at 38lb 8oz it was a hell
of a result, and I was ecstatic with the
brace of fish I’d landed!
With the fish returned, I replaced
the two rods and scattered a handful
of bait over the top. I then introduced
a decent spread of bait over the rod
that hadn’t gone and hoped for one
more chance before my afternoon
curfew arrived.
Conditions still looked favourable

(Top) Early spring tactics.
(Below) First of the year, February 21plus.

with the strengthening westerly wind
and punishing rain funnelling down
through the valley, hitting the dam
end of the lake with real ferocity. I
could sense that it would be stirring
up the sediment on the bottom, hopefully causing a cloud in the water,
which I hoped would possibly stimulate them to feed. I suddenly was
drawn to my alarm and got up to see
the bobbin hard in the ring but still in
the clip. A decent scrap once again
ensued as the fish did its utmost to
make the reed-lined bay that I was
fishing towards. Thankfully the
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hookhold held and soon another mid30 was sat in the confines of my waiting net.
On the scales, it pulled them down
to 34lb 8oz It was another great result
in the limited time that I had available
and also great to know that all three
spots had produced the goods, which
was testament to the time I’d spent
prebaiting whenever I got the chance.
All too soon it was time to pack up,
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but not before depositing my leftover
bait on the spots in readiness for my
next trip, which I was hoping was
going to be the following Friday
night, barring disaster!
I got a call from Lee to say he was
angling for two nights on the Sunday
and Monday so it would be interesting to see how he had got on after my
result, and it seemed they were certainly moving. I got another call Monday afternoon from Lee shouting and
screaming down the phone as he’d
bagged a fish, and not just any fish –
his first ever 40-plus English mirror.
So I grabbed the dog and the camera
and set off on a long walk towards the
lake, being carless, to do the deeds for
the big man. After a good 30 minutes,
I arrived and got to see the great fish,
which had fallen for a Live-System
hookbait 30 minutes after he’d literally deposited 2kg of bait on the spot,
so it was obviously hungry. Friday
couldn’t come fast enough for me!
Friday arrived and all seemed great.
I was chomping at the bit to get down
there to the lake to hopefully continue
my great form. The rods were
dropped on the spots, as per usual,
with the aid of my AI 12m baiting pole
– a handful of chops over each spot to

semi-spook any fish that were in the
vicinity before dropping the hookbait,
which contained a small bag of
chopped freebies. This was replicated
on the other two rods before the lines

(Below) Big Scale – uncaught for four
years, it was then my moment.
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Thames Carping
By Rob Maylin and friends
Early in 2019, I published a Big Carp magazine devoted solely to the River Thames. It was another first for Big
Carp, as there had never been a magazine of its kind. It was a sellout nationwide, such was the interest from
carp anglers, whether they were river anglers or, so it was obvious a book was to be my next project. Six months
later and I have something a bit special for you – long overdue in my opinion – another first for Bountyhunter
Publications and a book EVERY carp angler, novice or expert, still water angler or river angler should read, a
book dedicated solely to the greatest river in the UK, a river that glides majestically through our capital and
contains some of the finest looking carp in the land – The River Thames.
Every carp in this book was caught from Old Father Thames, some huge carp – thirties, forties and a fifty, but
why are so many Thames monsters being caught now? Where have they come from, and where is the best area
to fish if you want to catch these monsters of the flow? This
issue will answer these questions and more.
In 2018, Ash Geden rocked the news feed with his capture
of three Thames forties, and his chapter 'Chasing Dreams on
the River Thames' makes breathtaking reading.
Nick Helleur also landed the first Thames fifty in 2018 after
a two-year campaign for this, the King Of The Thames. As with
most river carp, The King was an escapee, almost certainly
due to its location originally being one of the Dinton Pastures
stock. This fish has been the Thames record for many years,
although most of the previous captors have kept their catch
under wraps. However, this carp has featured in Big Carp a
few times in the past, right back to when it was only 30lb, and
more recently when caught by Katch Bullet and Steve
Shenfield at weights in the low forties. Here for the first time
is the history of The King, along with many interesting facts
about the Thames and its carp stock. Nick’s capture will
certainly mean other high profile anglers will soon be visiting
this stretch… Anglers like Terry Hearn and Dave Lane will
undoubtedly already be making plans!
David Wallen’s fantastic 'Life on the Thames' chapter also
features some huge river carp and tells the tale of life while
boat fishing this amazing venue, the largest piece of water in
the UK – the planning, the prepping and the dedication
needed to be successful. Aiden Savan’s account of his Thames
life emphasises the passion these guys have and the respect these fish have earned, while Simon Rumsey’s
chapter focuses on his hunt for his first Thames thirty, something we can all relate to.
Mikey Frost’s huge Thames common would have been a record not so long ago, the highlight of his neverending campaign so far. Mike Wilson takes a look back at his long Thames fishing history and also asks what is
the true origin of Thames carp? Zeth Christie has spent many years targeting these magical Thames fish; he’s a
great all-round angler and a great addition to this book. Jason Smith’s chapter emphasises the dedication that
some of these Thames carpers go to consistently catch these beautiful creatures.
One of our great lady anglers, Jo Green, also has a passion for these stunning beasts, and her chapter on the
Berkshire Thames makes exciting reading. Paul Miller has spent over 15 years fishing, moved onto the Thames
when syndicate carping lost its appeal, and he never regretted it! Graham Stevens spends a season on the
Thames, catching some incredible Thames specimens. It’s a milestone in carp angling literature – the first carp
book ever solely dedicated to the Thames.

Rob Maylin

PAYPAL ORDERS www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk
PAY BY CARD – 01252 373658

Spring Equinox

Bluebell – biggest of the April trilogy at 38lb 8oz.

Bait edges that get you closer to
nature.

were left slack to settle with the rods
laid on the platform so I could get my
Evo up and set up home before
putting the alarms on.
Disappointingly, I awoke to motion-
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less bobbins the next morning. Blanks
can be a great leveller and keep your
feet very firmly on the ground, and
this trip was certainly that! One thing
I had leant though, through experience, was that the rigs and the bait
worked fine. It was simply a case that
I’d got my location wrong or that they
hadn’t fed strongly enough to slip up.
Next week though, would see me
back again for another crack, and I
hoped that my preparation and identification, keeping the spots primed
and clean, was going to produce the
goods and hopefully something special when the water warmed sufficiently and the fish started to move
about freely.
One night in the week leading up to
the weekend, I was out walking the
dog around the lake when a big fish
crashed over one of my spots causing
the water to drop a foot or so it
seemed at such close range. It certainly brought the expectation levels
up for the planned overnighter the following day!
Wo r k c o u l d n ’t f i n i s h q u i c k l y
enough. I once again pedalled home
on the bike and managed to blag a lift

t o t h e l a k e i n Tr e e n a ’s c a r. T h e
weather was warm, and I struggled to
the lake and managed to get in my
prebaited swim. I quickly got each
rod out, using my three-rod trick with
the aid of my 12m AI baiting pole. The
lines were left slack and I laid the rods
out on the platform. The baiting levels
were kept to a minimum with just a
handful of chopped Equinox boilies
that I was testing. The prebaiting had
brought them to the spots; I only
needed a handful of bait to get a bite
now. It was then just a case of putting
up the brolly and settling it for the
night ahead, full of anticipation.
All the rods were fished snowman
style with different coloured CC
Moore Northern Specials on each rod
to negate the weight of the hook and
also to add colour. I used red, yellow
and white, my favourite hookbait
colours. Rigs were my own reverse
combi anchor rigs made from ESP
Camo Sink Link and stiff bristle filament. Leads were 3oz Leadshed flat
pears in mucky colouring with 3ft of
35lb green ESP leadcore to sink
things nicely behind and keep the line
well away from the spooky fish that I
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was attempting to trip up.
I heard a few fish crash in the night,
a handful of which sounded close to
the baits, but the rods remained quiet
and I was left scratching my head,
wondering why I hadn’t managed a
fish through the hours of darkness. I
left the rigs in place and walked
around to the out of bounds bank and
deposited another handful of bait over
the spots to try and induce a bite, but
still nothing happened. I also worried
that I hadn’t seen any sign of fish
since the daylight hours.
Luckily for me that morning, I had a
few extra hours available, so instead
of packing up, I had time to try and

induce a bite, so was toying with the
idea of changing things. I tied up
some new rigs, thinking that maybe a
pop-up might trip them up, but then
came to my senses and thought
about the last few years and the consistency I’d shown; it had always
come good, keeping everything the
same and not chopping and changing. So with that in mind, I gave them
another handful of bait, little and
often, then had a little chat with the
great Northern Ninja, aka Heady
(Martin Head) and chewed the fat as
to why we thought it had been so
quiet. Then he left me to it and
wished me luck, and at that moment I
thought I needed it!
I looked at the time; it was 11am
and I reckoned I had until about 3pmish, so time was running out, and fast!
What happened next was to shock
even me. The first rod went off from
the deeper water spot and after a
decent scrap, I netted a rotund 33lb
7oz mirror, which looked similar to a
fish I’d caught a month previously. It
was testament to the bait that it had
tripped the fish up for a second time,
as it had obviously liked its grub. I

rang my best mate Lee who was due
down for a cuppa, so he could double
up as the chief photographer too
whilst he was there! The fish was in
the net awaiting his arrival, but just as
he set foot into the swim, my other
rod took off. This was on my banker
spot that had produced a few fish for
me over the past few years, including
some of the bigger fish, and it seemed
like this was the case again, as this
fight was in a very different league to
the previous fish. It made strong,
surging runs and had me holding on
for dear life on more than one occasion, and after more than 20 minutes
had passed, and having to walk down
the bank to keep up with her, I eventually landed a big linear in the next
swim down.
It looked big, but we didn’t realise
just how big at the time. Suddenly, my
mind flitted back to the previous
September when I saw it one evening
at close range feeding on a fly hatch.
It was with four other fish, two doubles and two upper 30s, and it
dwarfed them all, so I knew there and
then that it was likely to be big, having scraped 40 before. We left her in

Part of the quartet and brace of 40s.
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(Above) Clover – Last of the big six at
41lb 7oz before hanging the rods up
for the summer.
(Bottom) Keeping me one step ahead
of the carp by using the best leads on
the market.

the net before sorting all the weighing and photography kit in the woods.
We lifted her from her water and I still
remember the look we gave each
other as the strain from her weight
took its toll. I think we were both a little shocked when it pulled the scales
down to 47lb 11oz. My eyes obviously
hadn’t deceived me that previous
autumn when she was beneath my
feet looking so large!
The shots turned out to be some of
the best I’d ever had done, amongst
the bluebells and dense foliage that
surrounded the lake. My trip had been
turned around in a couple of hours,
and I did think about how many times
I’d missed out having to always reel
in first thing to reach my allotted curfew time whilst the fish fed in gay
abandon with me gone!
With the pictures done and both
fish released, it was then a case of
sorting out the mess in my swim. I
quickly got the two rods back out,
and Lee said he had to go, when my
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final rod ripped off, this one with the
yellow-tipped hookbait. 15 minutes
passed before a big, long mirror sat in
the folds of the waiting net. It looked
big, and when lifting it from the water,
I commented that I thought it might
scrape through the magical mark.
It did indeed scrape through at 41lb
3oz and was a new 40 for the lake,
which also made it a brace of 40s that
I’d landed, and also the biggest brace
ever caught from the IOW. With the
fish photographed and returned back
to their home, Lee left before anything
else happened, whilst shaking my
hand and giving me a good back-slap
whilst telling me to keep him
informed if anything else happened,
as if it would! At that moment, I
needed to get some baits back in the
water. It had been quite a couple of
hours! Whilst all this commotion was
going on, I also had a call from Heady
who was astonished at what had
happened since we had spoken; it
was sheer pandemonium!
Whilst going through the motions
redoing the rods, I was on the final
one, placing it on the far bank when I
heard my alarm back in my swim. It
only beeped once, and I assumed it
was the wind, as it was swirling

about, and I had been getting occasional beeps. But I entered my swim
to see the line tight, the bobbin hard
up in the buzzer and the rod pointing
left at an alarming angle. The alarm
had obviously packed up, so I immediately struck, which was met with a
solid resistance. The fish had made
sanctuary of a tree root, somewhere
out on the bar, so after 20 minutes of
walking up and down the bank and
pulling from various angles, I managed to gain a little bit of line, then
finally it was free, and I gingerly
brought the fish back towards me, like
leading a dog on a lead into the waiting net. It was another decent fish
that looked to be up in the upper 30
bracket. It had fallen to a red tipped
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Now available direct from
Bountyhunter Publications is a
signed copy of Dave Lane’s
fourth book, Fine Lines. Whether
you are an avid fan and
following on from Dave’s first
books or delving into his world
for the first time, you are bound
to be entertained, amazed and
left wanting yet more of his
adventures. Together with his
faithful hound, Padwar, he has
travelled the land in search of
monster carp and catalogued
his experiences in his own
inimitable style, which is
peppered with humour,
disasters, bizarre occurrences,
and, ultimately, success.

Dave’s writing style has always focused on painting the entire picture so that you,
the reader, can feel as if you are there on the bank beside him at all times, sharing
in the experiences every step of the way. The big carp scene is a weird and
mysterious place, and although Dave fishes right at the pinnacle of this strange
world, he always seems to find time for a bit of fun along the way, so sit back and
enjoy the ride. It’s a must read for novice and experienced carp anglers alike.

Available in the website shop at

www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk

Pay with PayPal, or if you prefer to pay by card,
call the order line on 01252 373658
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Northern Special snowman, so it
seemed as though colour wasn’t
important; they were just feeding
hard, as red, white and yellow had all
produced. It was the spots that were
coming good after all that baiting!
With the fish weighing in at 37lb
9oz, it had been quite a trip. I just had
to wait for my better half, Treena, to
arrive to help with the pictures before
quickly packing down to get back
home whilst still in a complete haze
from what had just taken place. Like
the previous catch of fish in April, it
led me to believe that the fish were
hammering the spots. It was just that
they were obviously feeding in the
day, which may have been the reason
why I’d struggled with some of my
previous overnighters when I’d
packed up at first light, so with that
identified, I would have to try my
utmost to get longer on the bank, at
least part of the day, after my normal
overnighter.
Before leaving, I baited the spots
with a couple of kilos of freebies
before making plans to get back
down there as soon as I possibly
could. That four-hour spell had cer-

tainly been a once in a lifetime haul
that I doubted I would repeat in 50
years of angling, so I floated off up the
hill laden with my gear with a smile
instead of the normal grimace of pain!
Due to my forthcoming birthday I
had the following week off so was
hopeful to get at least a night in
between the family stuff that we had
planned. I had kept my ear to the
ground to see what else was coming
out and from which areas. From what
I could make out though, takes were
few and far between amongst the
other members, and I thankfully
seemed to not be able to put a foot
wrong. I just knew the baiting was
starting to pay off.
I got down on the Thursday night
and unusually for me, it was dark
when I arrived. I had the job to try and
place the baits, via my three-rod trick,
which although it was a complete
nightmare in the darkness, I saw it as
something imperative to my angling,
as I felt it was a fundamental part of
my overnight jigsaw, not making the
fish aware of my presence.
It was gone 11pm by the time I’d
got my third rod in and I was totally

Best mate Lee was quickly off the mark with his first English 40-plus mirror.
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exhausted as I quickly flicked up my
shelter, folded out the bed and collapsed in a heap. I quickly pulled the
bag around my head and just needed
a little wriggle before my eyes closed
to catch up some much needed sleep.
I reckon I must have been asleep
for all of about 15 minutes before my
alarm shrieked for my attention, then
stopped. I dived at the rod and struck
only for the angry leviathan to come
out of the water right over the spot
where I’d hooked it. This was one hell
of a rude awakening, but I was now
very awake and very aware that I had
a decent fish attached!
The fish was charging up and
down the far margin, occasionally
diving deep into the bowl, but I just
concentrated on the job in hand and
took it easy, letting it go where it
wanted, and after another 15 minutes
the fish was getting closer and nearly
ready for netting. I switched the dull
torch on just to give me an idea where
the creature was, and it was then that
it flanked me on the surface, showing
me the scales of a common, whereupon my bottle went, and I prayed to
the gods above for it not to fall off,
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Full moon beast. Not Boxer, but a repeat of the Linear.

which thankfully it didn’t.
I was hoping that my nemesis was
here at my feet. I rolled her in the net,
looking for a swirly patch of scales,
but saw it was the Spring Common
and not Big Scale, but nevertheless, I
was still buzzing that my run of success was continuing and I’d only
been there a few hours. I left her in
the net, then suddenly heard my
phone bleep. I did a bit of a double
take, not believing someone would try
and text me after midnight, so after
picking the phone up saw it was Lee
asking if I was awake, to which I most
definitely replied, “Yes!” What happened then was a continuous relay of
text messages asking if he wanted
him to come and do the shots.
I was going to do self-takes until I
finally agreed for him to come from
his bed to do the honours. 20 minutes
later, I’d redone the rod and I heard
the rumble from his van in the field
above the lake and then heard him
trudging down through the forest,
when unbelievably my other rod
ripped off!
This fish wasn’t in the same league
as his predecessor, and within five
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minutes, one of the stocky AJS mirrors was in the net, but not looking
like a stockie any more. We weighed it
quickly at 25lb 2oz, the biggest so far
from the batch of fish that had visibly
grown since being introduced at single figures a few years back. We then
took a few shots and got him back in
the water. Then it was time for the
main event. On the scales she pulled
the scales down to 40lb 9oz! A 40lb
common on the eve of my 40th birthday – what a great early present this
was!
We fired up all the spare torches I
had to try and add more light to assist
with the pictures, which seemed to
work, then slid her back. I thanked
the big man for leaving his house in
the middle of the night and then I was
left to it. After the buzz of catching
two in such a short period of time, I
was understandably still excited with
blood running through my veins, but
eventually managed to drift off, only
to be awoken at first light when the
final rod was away. Another of the
smaller stocked fish was soon in the
net; a lovely scaly linear with apple
slice scales along its flank, scraping

past the 20lb mark by 9 ounces, the
third fish to fall to the same snowman
combination with white Northern
Special pop-up.
I rattled a few shots off then slid it
back before breaking down camp and
reeling in the rods, as I had a birthday
to celebrate, but not before sticking
about 5kg of bait over the spots, as I
was going to be away for a few days,
so I wanted to give them a good hit
that would keep them busy and feeding for a while until I could return.
I was conscious that the fish were
starting to come out and naturally the
other members were fishing and
catching and I just hoped beyond
hope that my target, the Big Scale
Common would remain uncaught,
just like it had for four years beforehand. So whilst away enjoying a
birthday break with Treena, I was on
tenterhooks every time my phone
bleeped alerting me to a new message. Five days later I was back on
the island and made a beeline for the
lake to find out what had been happening. Thankfully, everything was as
it was before my departure with just
the odd fish out, but none of the larger
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It looked big, but its weight and beauty shocked us both – 47lb 11oz.

Misty – buzzer failure, but eventually I led him into the net 37lb 9oz.
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specimens had slipped up, so I
breathed a big sigh of relief!
Now it was time to look forward to
getting back down to the lake and
make amends for my absence! It was
constantly on my mind as to how and
where Big Scale was going to slip up.
I’d been fortunate enough to photograph her for Lee in 2009 when it had
last graced the bank. Apart from Lee’s
capture she had always fallen to one
ten-yard length of bank, which I was
naturally covering as one of my baited
spots, so every time ‘that’ rod went
off, I was always slightly nervous as to
what was on the end.
I knew it would be the following
weekend before I was able to get
back in the hot-seat to see if the fish
were still partial to the banquet that I
had laid on for them. I was fortunate
enough to be able to prep the spots,
giving them two hits of bait, but for
now it was just a case of counting
down the days before my Friday fishing expedition would begin, where I’d
be climbing the walls and counting
down the seconds until I was able to
leave work and go into carp mode.
Two members were fishing, one of
whom was pulling off on the Friday
night, and this enabled me to get onto
the areas I had primed up, and before
long, I had three rods exactly where I
wanted them with a scattering of bait
over them.
I had a slight problem in that I had
run out of bait, or at least the bait I’d
been testing, CC Moore’s Equinox,
but thankfully, I had stocks of XXX,
Live System & N-Gage in the freezer
that I’d accumulated, so I wasn’t
overly concerned, as I’d used them all

and had the utmost confidence in
them too. The main thing for me was
that I had fish feeding on the spots
and was certain that any of them
would produce a bite for me if presented correctly. Therefore, I used a
XXX/Northern Special snowman
combination attached to my ESP Stiff
Rigger hook, 15lb ESP bristle filament/15lb ESP Camo Sink Link and
reverse combi anchor rigs, attached
to a 3oz Mucky Lead-Shed flat pear
and 3ft of 35lb ESP Green Leadcore
completing the setup for my
overnight adventure.
In the early evening my friend
Mick, who was also fishing, caught a
lovely scaly fish of upper doubles up
in the shallows at the other end of the
lake, so I knew that the fish were now
totally active, but my swim at the
other end of the lake remained quiet.
I awoke to motionless bobbins and
saw two or three fish show at my end,
but nothing near the spots. I was conscious of the bird life that was diving
o n t h e p r e v i o u s a n g l e r ’s b a i t ,
although they left my spots alone,
which left me thinking that hopefully
they were clear of bait, or at least
most of the copious amount that I’d
deposited on them a couple of days
earlier had been eaten up… That was
what I hoped anyway!
I once again got permission to stay
a little later than normal, and was
advised that I was being picked up
early in the afternoon. I spent the day
trickling baits in over the spots on a
little and often basis to try and stimulate a bite, but even this edge didn’t
seem to be working that day so, by
early afternoon, I had all but admitted

Components to produce the devastating reverse anchor combi rig.
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Overnight edges, being one step
ahead.

defeat. I was disappointed after being
on the crest of a wave for so long, but
knew from experience that until those
rods were reeled in, there was always
a chance!
I had everything packed up apart
from the rods that were lying on the
floor and some bait that I had left that
I was going to deposit onto the spots
after I’d reeled in, when suddenly, I
heard my phone bleep alerting me to
a m e s s a g e f r o m m y b e t t e r h a l f,
informing me I had an extra 30 minutes, as she was running late… no
change there then, although I wasn’t
complaining…
Suddenly, I heard a clutch screaming and looked down to see one of my
spools spinning for all it was worth
while laid on the platform. I grabbed
my rod bag, and quickly re-shipped
my net together, then proceeded to
hit the offending rod, which immediately bucked over as one angry fish
charged off to try and gain its freedom.
The fight was scary, even epic, but
at no point did I ever feel that I was in
control of it. It left the water three
times whilst on its surging runs. I
couldn’t make out what it was due to
the sun glistening on the water’s sur-
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Spring Equinox

face, although at one point, I could
only make out that it was about 3ft
long as it came up onto the shallows
of the bar and showed its length. It
then kited off towards a far margin
and held deep, charging up and down
the far bank over 100 yards away, and
to be honest, I couldn’t do a thing
with it.
20 minutes passed and slowly but
surely, I was bringing the fish closer
to me, although I was still fraught
with fear at the thought of losing this
lunatic with fins! Then, like a submarine, a common of huge proportions
surfaced in the clear marginal water,
and I saw the swirly scale pattern
adorning its flanks and knew that my
journey’s end was near. Then, I took a
deep breath and managed to drag it
over the drawcord and stared down,
gazing in amazement at the creature
that had given me the inspiration to
put in so much effort in a bid to catch
it.
I left her to calm down whilst I
sorted myself out. I’d packed everything away as I was meant to be leaving, so ripped open my rucksack,
pulling all the necessary equipment. I
laid out three massive un-hooking

A rude awakening 40lb 9oz.
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mats to make sure she was completely protected and safe, just as they
should be. With the fins flat, she was
lifted out from her watery home and
gently laid onto the barrage of mats,
and after zeroing the scales, the
Reubens pulled around, settling to
41lb 6oz. Oh deep, deep joy!
M y h e a d w a s s c r a m b l e d, s o I
quickly got hold of Treena to ask for
assistance with the camera, as she
was a whizz with the Canon, and all
too soon, I was holding my bar of gold
aloft, with the flash clicking away
amongst the bluebells and other
spring foliage of the surrounding forest. My son Callum there to witness
the beast too, and I even got him in
with some of the shots; something
that I can savour in later years, and
hopefully when he’s older he’ll be
able to appreciate and remember that
special day that we had together.
I held her in the margins, quietly
talking to her before giving her a gentle kiss, then watched her sink off into
the depths whilst I was still in a complete daze. It was only afterwards that
it had dawned on me just how close I
was to reeling in. If I hadn’t received
the text from Treena, it may all of been

Sun setting on another spring day.

so, so, different!
The run was continuing, and this
was turning into some serious bag of
big fish, which included four 40-plus
fish in three nights’ angling, including
two that were commons. I was torn
as to what to do next, as although I’d
caught my nemesis, I still didn’t have
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Part of the big hit – 33lb 7oz.

any transport, meaning I couldn’t go
away anywhere, especially as I’d
joined a new water in Ringwood
across the road from my old syndicate
and was eager to get down there, but
was unable to – having no transport
put paid to that!
It was at this time, and also from
talking with friends, that it was
noticeable that some of the fish were
coming out at big weights, much bigger than they had been before. Talk
was rife that the biggie, Boxer, could
break the 50lb barrier, so after much
deliberation and also some gentle
persuasion from mates to crack on, I
decided to carry on at Monks, for the
next two or three weeks at least anyway, or until they spawned.
So, the following Friday, I left work,
rode home and then got Treena to
drop me and a minimal amount of
gear at the layby for my next trip. This
trip was to be special, only for the fact
that it was a “big fish moon”, and in
particular a full moon, and due to my
love of all moon related phases, many
of which have been so kind to me in
recent years, I hoped that the biggie

may slip up, as it had done in previous
years.
It was late in the evening when I
finally got the rods on the spots and
was subjected to a northerly wind,
persistent rain and freezing cold conditions. I’d got soaked getting them
out, as I’d done the rods first with my
gear strewn across the swim before I
got everything else sorted out. I then
huddled down out of the bitter blast
that was battering my shelter. To be
honest, things looked grim, and the
thought of catching a fish was far
from my mind.
So, I was extremely shocked when I
awoke to a stuttery take at about
1am, and after connecting with it, I
knew I was attached to a very big fish
that proceeded to plod about, go
where it wanted and generally tow
me around for 20 minutes whilst I just
held on. With the lake’s biggie still not
coming out for a year, and its anticipated weight being discussed in
hushed tones, I thought this might be
it. The take had come from another
area that I was covering, which she
had been known to slip up around, so

I was a little taken aback to see the
Linear once again sitting in my net
when I was expecting a totally different fish, namely the Boxer to be staring back at me.
So although I was slightly disappointed with the recapture and it not
being one of the other fish due out, its
weight pulled the scales down to 47lb
7oz and once again it fell to the CC
Moore XXX/Northern Special snowman combination, ESP Stiff Rigger
Size 7 hook, ESP Sinklink/bristle filament reverse combi anchor rig and a
3oz Lead Shed flat pear. This was
fished over a kilo of chopped 10mm,
14mm, 18mm and 22mm XXX freebies, the same tactics that I’d used
throughout the spring and those that
had proved so successful. This now
meant five 40s in four nights’ angling,
a result that I’d really struggled to
comprehend.
I managed to get some bait in on
the spots after leaving on Saturday,
knowing that I was allowed a day
session in a couple of days’ time, as it
w a s a b a n k h o l i d a y M o n d a y. I
couldn’t get to the lake until 8am, as
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Treena was working nights, so I was
pleased to find my peg free when
arriving to do a day session.
I got the rods on the spots before
doing anything else, as I always had
done on limited time, so, with just a
sprinkling of chopped freebies to
accompany the hookbaits, I was
happy to sit back and let my tactics
do their best. I spent the day looking
for the fish, which were conspicuous
by their absence. I was quite surprised as they weren’t normally that
shy, with at least the odd fish normally showing, even if it was one of
the smaller ones, but strangely
enough, nothing had occurred.
The hours ticked by, and it finally
looked as though my run was over as
4 o’clock arrived, not that I could
really even be contemplating complaining! I had started to pack everything away, and then one of the rods
absolutely flew off and the fish continued to take line so fast I couldn’t
actually tighten the drag up as I lifted
the rod.
It took 40 yards on its first charge,
and then proceeded to charge about
on mad, crazy, surging runs. One
moment it was powering along the
bar and then would do an about-turn
and be back where I’d originally
hooked it. I could do absolutely nothing with it, and after a 30-minute armaching battle in which my wrist had
all but given up, I finally slipped the
net under another big, long mirror.
The fish weighed 41lb 7oz, a new 40
for the lake, and after getting his pictures done, he was slipped back into
the depths and I packed up in a daze,
unable to comprehend the previous
month’s events.
There was still time for another trip,

All three spots had produced the goods that day – 34lb 8oz.

but I decided to call it a day when I
received a text the following week to
say that the big mirror, Boxer had
slipped up to one of the other members’ rods at a new lake and Island
record of 49lb-plus. It was fair play to
Laurence for catching it, which in
turn meant that I was done for there,

Footnote:
Further to submitting the article, we
sadly discovered my best friend and
wingman on many lakes and over
many years Rascal the carp dog, had
been diagnosed with cancer and
within a week, we had lost him. The
pain we feel is still very raw, but the
memories of the 14+ long years he
had are still with us, to cherish and
savour for the rest of our lives. I can’t
imagine him not being alongside me
whilst out on the bank, but would
like to dedicate this article of our final
epical spring campaign together, to
him. Until we meet again our handsome boy, one in a million – Rascal
the carp dog x.
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and it was time to move on to new
challenges.
It had been a harsh winter compounded by constant easterlies and
cold temperatures, which had no
doubt dragged on, making spring late
to arrive. But, in hindsight, I’d have
done nothing different. I primed the
spots, and when the fish were awake
and moving they became ripe, and
then it was just a case of using common sense and a little stealth, and the
rest was history. It was also gratifying
finally seeing that majestic common
in my net, having spent periods of
time over a few years hunting him
and wanting him more than any carp
that lived. Overall, it was a fantastic
spring when I fished to the max with
total tunnel vision, but it was so
worth it for the magnificent specimens that it produced, and for that, I
am truly grateful.
Here’s to the autumn and new
challenges!
Tight lines, Spence. n
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Wormleybury Manor
A Brief History by Paul Wilkinson

W

ormleybury
Manor is a
large beautiful grade 1
listed estate
manor that
dates back to 1525. The house was
replaced in 1734 and was known as
the Old House. The lake was actually
at this time a canal basin that was
connected to the River Lea. It wasn’t
until 1767 when the Old House was
demolished to make way for the
existing property of today, built by
Robert Mylne, that the lake changed.
As well as the new house, the gardens underwent change. The lake
became separated from the River Lea
and was sluiced at one end and also
an island removed. The lake was a
crescent shape of around five acres
and at its widest point, approx. 65/70
yards. The woods on one side of the
property date back to the Doomsday
Book and are known as Snake Wood.
Looking out from the house across
the lake is a large stone urn, which is
actually a cup from a horse race, won
from a racehorse owned from a previ-

(Top) The view whilst driving over
the bridge looking down towards the
Stile swim.
(Right) Looking up from the Stile
swim to the main house.
(Below) Come on; let’s be having ya!
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ous owner. The urn was erected
around 1770. The house has had
many owners over the years it has
stood but is now owned by Graham
Barnes who purchased the property
in the 1960s. Graham ran the main
house as a guest house to tourists for
many years, and the lake was run as
one very special carp syndicate up
until around 1994/95 when Graham
redeveloped the main house into private flats and apartments.
The syndicate at this point ceased
to exist for a short time, but was
opened as a day ticket fishery. The
day ticket situation did not last long
due to how people treated the place.
There was no way Graham would
allow something like this to happen in
what was really his back garden. So
with people abusing the place and
poaching the lake at night, all fishing
ceased on the lake to the public.
Around 1996/97 a good friend and a
former owner of DT/Cotswold Baits,
Chris Nicoloau, aka Stud, received a
call from Graham Barnes asking him
to form a very small intimate syndicate to look after the lake and to act
as security for the water to combat
the poaching. The syndicate was
made up of five anglers: Chris
Nicoloau, Phil Manuel, Robert Kirby,
Jeff and Brian. In 1998, I was lucky
enough to be added to the existing
syndicate along with Sam Nicoloau,
and in 2000 there was another addition, my big brother Kevin Wilkinson.
There was also a family friend to
Graham Barnes that was also allowed
to fish along with the syndicate, and
his name was Mark Lambourne. This
made the syndicate complete with
nine anglers but only allowing four
anglers to fish at any one time. The
cost of admission to the syndicate
was 28 passport photos that were to
act as ID to the syndicate members
for people that were residents to the
main house and the gardeners.
I first fished Wormleybury in 1985
when I was 14 years old. It wasn’t
until 1986 when I had my first Wormleybury carp, a mirror known as Two
Scales at 25lb 12oz, caught from a
swim known as Gertie’s. My brother
Kevin, that same morning… well, in
fact ten minutes later, caught Fatty at

(Top) Brian’s Fish – 26lb-plus.
(Middle) Woody (the Wood Carving)
at 17lb – June 16th 1999.
(Bottom) Peach Common – 28lb.
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(top) Clare back in 1986 – 25lb 12oz.
(Above) Kevin with Paddy at 20lb
12oz in 1986.
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26lb. It’s just a shame I haven’t got a
photo of that to hand of two brothers
both sharing a common interest for
the love of carp for this article. That
year, I went on to catch the elusive
Koi Common at over 12lb and later on
the jewel of the lake, Clare the Common, at 25lb 12oz on a single tiger nut
from a swim known as Lee’s Swim.
I wanted to catch Clare so much, it
was unreal. I can still remember the
run, the fight and what happened
next – the rod ripping off, my Abu 155,
handle churning, buzzer screaming
and the hard solid fight that followed
until she was mine in the net and that
first look in the net, with heart pounding and punching the air with joy. I’m
sure you’ve all had that moment and
that feeling.
I ran up to Kev’s swim, shouting,
“Kev, I’ve got Clare!” “Yeah, right…
**** off!” was his reply. So I ran up to
Trever Chinnery who was set up in
the Conker Tree swim. “Trev, I’ve got
Clare!” “Yeah, right… **** off, Paul!”
was his reply too. “No, mate… I really
have got her; I’m not joking this time,
mate!” Trev walked back to my swim
and on the way back, Kev piped up:
“Has he got it, Trev. He better had, as
he woke me up!” So, with Kev in tow
and back in my swim, there she was
in my net, safely in the margin.
“That’s Clare alright,” said Kev’s face,
and his was a picture. He too wanted
Clare like many others. I’ll never forget that capture – that one is locked
away for the rest of my days.
Over the years, before and during
my time there, there have been some
great anglers, some of them very wellknown and some not so, but still very
good thinking anglers. The late Rob
Hutchinson, Kevin Maddocks, Peter
Mohan and Alan Downie have all had
a go on there in the early days with

S I G N E D
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AVA I L A B L E
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Old School Carping
Volume 2

A bygone age, many would say the
good old days, a time long ago before
Facebook, the Internet, or even
mobile phones!! However did we
survive? It certainly was a very
different sort of carp angling to
today’s high pace, remote control,
Snapchatting, wannabe blogger’s
world we find ourselves in.
Our contributors to volume 2 are the
anglers we aspired to, the heroes of
that bygone age who were catching
carp years ago before the hair rig
when not everyone could catch them
quite so easily. Bruce Ashby is haulin'
on Laughing Waters, Leybourne as it
became known. He and Mike Harris
were prolific catchers in the sixties,
with not a boilie or a hair rig in sight.
Jim Gibbinson was more than a
legend – a god some would say –
from an age gone by. Rod
Hutchinson… well, what can you say
about this carping genius that has not
been said before? His fishing and writing have entertained
us for over a quarter of a century. Ritchie McDonald was
way ahead of his time, the original pursuer of the largest.
Kevin Maddocks was the man who unlocked the secrets
of carp fishing to the masses, the angler who made carp
fishing commercial and astounded us with his catches 40
years ago and gave the world Carp Fever! Stevie Briggs
has seen the changes firsthand from his early days in the
Kent hotbed to globetrotting in search of the biggest it has
to hold. Also there is a tribute in this book to the late,
great Vic Gillings from Dick Gaynor. Bill Phillips recalls
his early days. Richard Skidmore looks back at Redmire,
and Paul Wilkinson remembers Wormleybury Manor.
Derek Ritchie reminisces about Essex in the seventies
when he held the county record.
In this book you will find the anglers, some still well
known and others perhaps forgotten that were shaping
our sport thirty or forty years ago… some even longer!
They were carp anglers from an age of secrecy, of
originality and invention, carp anglers who were the first
of their kind to put pen to paper and divulge their
obsession.

Our front cover shot is the great
Bill Quinlan, famous for his
Redmire catches, whilst the back
cover is Jack Hilton, a carp angler
whose tales of old spurred many a
young man to try his luck for the
ultimate prize, a fish thought
virtually uncatchable, the biggest
and cleverest in the land, the
mighty king carp… I remember
so well reading his tales,
spellbound, almost transported to
the bank where Sir Jack was on
his Quest for Carp.
So in this volume, we have many
new additions to our series. As I
say, some you will know and
others you may not, but each had
his role in moulding today's carp
scene. Steve Allcott makes a rare
appearance with his story of a
Savay record that propelled him
into stardom in the 80s and made
him the king of the Colne Valley.
Rod Hutchinson joins us again, this time with some
advice on his favourite subject, bait, and some wise words
on rigs, which still hold true today. Roy Williams talks of
pioneering France back in the day. Eddie Bates tells a tale
with a twist. Peter Stone tells the tale of his first big carp.
Peter Luck and Alan Smith tackle an estate lake. Kris Ford
looks back to how it was. Paul Hughes gives his
impressions of Ashlea Pool. Mick Hall catches a monster.
Mike Starkey has success. Keith Jenkins masters the art of
blanking. Dave Hyde and Mike Wilson both give us two
chapters, each on special moments in their long careers.
Dave Duffy gives us an extract from his diary in the early
80s, while Andy Wade looks at winter fishing in the same
era. Brian England catches a holiday thirty. Andy Little
talks bait together with Terry Dempsey.
Our photo album from the past depicts many old faces
from an age gone by, an age of mystery and of the
unknown, an age long gone in today's world of social
media, YouTube and the Internet… Carp fishing, and in
some ways life itself, seemed to go at a much slower pace.
Was it better than today's carp scene? I'll let you read the
book first and come to your own decision.

Rob Maylin
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Alan Downie holding the lake record
mirror, a mirror named Spike at 36lbs.
Kevin Maddocks described his time
on there as hard work and considered
it to be one of the most difficult lakes
he has fished, even rating it in his
Bekay Guide to Carp Waters as very
difficult.
The lake is a stunning crescent
shaped, like the canal it once was.
Full of reeds, lilies and snags with
overhanging trees, bushes and willows. The lake was around 2ft to 4ft in
most places and slightly deeper
through middle to 4.5ft, which was
possibly an old river run. There were
some gravel areas close in but generally it was extremely silty like most
estate lakes with in fact 400-plus
years of silt in.
Wormleybury was truly a beautiful
place to be with foxes, badgers and
deer roaming the forest at night. That
was an experience fishing out in the
woods, as it was extremely eerie and
at night – that black that you could
not make out anything, not even your
hand. All the swims were named, and
even though there were 17 or more
they did not interfere with each other,
but if they did, there was that mutual
respect to leave that swim be – something lacking in today’s scene – a bit
of good old-fashioned carp etiquette.
I will try to remember all of the
swims, and if I miss any, I am sure
Stud or Phil will pick me up on it.
Starting on the House Bank, the
Reeds followed by the Gate Swim, the
Bench, Gerties, House Willow, Lee’s
Swim, Dead Tree, The Conker and
Sluice, and the Field Bank leading
towards the woods – Field Bank
Reeds, Field Gap, the Stile. The swims
in the woods were the Monument,
Slugs, Woods Willow, and Pads and
Gap.
I will also name the fish the best I
can and most of the named fish were
the result of Alan Downie, Trevor
Chinnery, Chris and Phil. I also named
a couple myself in later years.
Mirrors
Spike
Egor
Lumps
Bumps
Bridgette
Paddy

(Top) Moonscale at 28lb 14oz –
stunning!
(Right) Kev with Bill’s fish.
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Little Scales
Two Scales
Little Two Scales
Son of Ygor
Moonscale
The Perch
Woody
Glen
Brian’s Mirror
The Original
Banana Fish
Commons
Clare
Phil’s common (as I know it)
The Twins (two commons)
Long Common
Arthur Scargill
Maddocks Wildie (the common that

(Top) The Perch – part of a brace with
Moonscale. Perch was just shy of 32lb.
(Left) My favourite swim… This is the
Steps swim where I had Two-Tone
and White Spot, and straight across to
the left of the pylon is Joe Brown’s
swim, the Weedy Corner.
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Lenny Middleton tested the hair rig
on)
The Koi
Peach Common
Houdini
Wildie Common
There were other mirrors that
started to come through in later years
that did not receive names. I named
two mirrors though: Nude Mirror and
another one I called Bubbles, as it had
a weird bubble of skin near its gill
plate.
So we come to the season of 1999,
and I arrived at the lake on June 15th
around midday. The only other angler
on was Big Phil. I was all gunned up
to fish the Dead Tree or Gertie’s.
Whilst I unloaded the van and got my
tackle onto the barrow, the excitement that I was back in Wormleybury
after the three-month closed season
was unreal. I can remember pushing
the barrow through the path leading
through the rhododendrons and onto
the House Bank and stopping for a
moment just to take the lake in. I
started walking towards Gertie’s and
parked the barrow up and walked
down to the Dead Tree, but the fish
just weren’t there. I went back to Gertie’s, looking in the abundance of
pads, and I noticed a couple of fish
just sitting there. Then, crash… one
went airborne. I quickly walked
towards the Bench swim, and one
had crashed out in the front of the
Field Gap swim, a swim where Alan
Downie banked the elusive Long
Common, the only capture I know of
this fish.
I walked around the lake and
climbed a tree overlooking the main
set of pads. I couldn’t believe it –
pretty much all the A-listers were present in the pads, a couple of them ripping away at the bottom, so that was
settled! The two swims I had been
baiting were blown out in favour of
fishing the Bench Swim. It was better
fishing the Pads and Gap from the
Bench swim due to better presentation of the rigs and line lay.
Back at the swim, I got set up and
rods rigged up with hinged stuff rigs
with running leads on an ESP leadc o r e l e a d e r. I d o n n e d m y c h e s t
waders and went around the other

(Top) Ygor just over 32lb – June 16th
1999.
(Right) Stud holding Two Scales at
30lb-plus.
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side to bait up the three spots. Big
Phil turned up and went in the field
under the trees, as fish were in that
area too.
Later that evening, the rods went
out around 21.00, as we were allowed
to get our rods out before dark. I’d put
at least 5kg of boilie and the same in
pellet over the three areas. The night
passed with no bites until 5.30am
when the right hand rod melted off,
with the poor Cardinal 55’s clutch
screaming. I hit into the fish, the
water erupted, and the fish managed
to get into the pads. After a bit of a
tug-of-war, the fish was free and out
into open water. I knew it was a
good’un, as it felt heavy and was
plodding about until she got into the
margins, and there she was, the
queen of the lake, Clare the Common,
and she looked big. I had her the previous year at just over 32lbs, and she
looked bigger. Phil was already walking round, and once in the swim, we
lifted her out onto the mat. After

(Left) Phil Manuel with a winter
brace: Clare and Bumps, both 30lbplus.
(Below) Phil’s Fish at 31lb.
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Clare, the jewel of the lake at 35lb-plus – June 16th 1999.

weighing, she had settled the scales
at just over 35lbs. I couldn’t believe it.
From first catching her back in 1986,
it was some 13 years later, she was
over 35lbs and a new PB common and
lake record common. Phil congratulated me and did the honours with the
Canon, and then she was gently
slipped back into her watery home.
So, June 16th, and I had bagged
Clare – I felt I was floating on air. With
the rod back out on the chosen spot
and more bait back out there, I didn’t
have to wait long to have another
bite. This time it was Woody, a stunning prehistoric mirror probably
spawned from the original stock at
just over 17lbs, and again, once several photos had been taken and I’d
baited up again, the time had flown to
around midday. Just after midday, I
received another bite, and after
another epic battle, another mirror lay
on the mat at 25lbs. It looked like the
Perch, but I was unsure, as the Perch
was normally around the 30lb barrier.
I was sitting there having a brew
and passing time, looking out across
the lake thinking to myself, what a

day of all days – June 16th. What a
session! Just as the sun started melti n g a w a y, t u r n i n g c o o l e r i n t h e
evening, crash… just over the middle
rod, followed by a bloody great big
fizz over the top of my middle rod.
Before the alarm signalled, there was
an almighty swirl over the area. I was
on that rod quicker than a fly on shit,
and I was in. This time I knew I had
another big old girl, and the battle
commenced. I knew by the fight what
I had hooked. I was thinking I had got
Ygor, and this old brute knows how to
fight, believe me. Again, Phil walked
around to do the honours, and the
scales settled at just over 32lbs. What
an unbelievable session, and I still
had four nights left in front of me.
In between my bites, I did make the
journey around the Phil’s swim on a
couple of occasions, as Phil had managed to bag Little Two Scales at 25lbplus, and I am sure it was Maddocks’
Wildie Common, just into double figures. So I am told this Wildie Common
was put into Wormleybury after the
much talked about testing of Lenny
Middleton’s hair rig. Phil said, “I

might as well sit with you instead of
keep walking around to you doing a
David Bailey.” We sat there laughing,
and a short while later, I walked back
to his swim. Just as he got back and
looked across the lake, I was already
in again. I was laughing across the
lake, and back he came again. By the
time I landed the fish, it was on the
last knocking of light, so I kept the
fish in the net and got the rod and
baited back up – sorted! Now it was
time for the pictures.
At this point, I was still not aware of
what I’d caught, and lifting the fish
out, I thought, yes – it’s another big
one. Peeling back the net, Phil and I
instantly recognised the culprit as
Lumps, and at 33lb-plus, I was overwhelmed. Three 30s, a 20 and Little
Woody all on June 16th – unreal and
unheard of!
The following day, I managed a
small double common for my efforts,
and I’d managed to get though 10kg
of pellet and almost 10kg of boilie in
two days. With only 5kg of pellet and
5kg of boilie left, I thought if it kicks
off again, I’ll be short of boilies, so I’d
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(Left) Bumps at 33lb – June 16th 1999. (Right) Little Two Scales – 29lb 14oz.

better call Stud to bring over some
more.
On June 18th I baited heavily,
putting half of everything I had left in
but only managed another small common. I noticed some of the fish had
moved from the area to the pads in
front of Gertie’s, so I left two rods out
towards my original area and moved
on to Gertie’s. I baited up with the
remainder of the bait, just over the
back of a small hump in the margin. I
left all the lines out to the rest of the
areas for a couple of hours. I called
Stud and said that I needed more
boilie and pellet, but he had run out of
pellet. He said, “I’ll bring the boilies
later, mate.”
So I took a trip to Simpsons, and to
think I had to pay Jack £20 for 10kg of
pellet brought a tear to my eye. Back
at the lake, I sorted out new stiff
hinged rigs and plopped them back
out there. The following afternoon, the
rod that was close in in Gertie’s swim
tore off, and after a short fight, I had a
chunky common in the net that I did
not recognise until I found a picture of
Phil holding it. I called Phil’s Common. She had a long, sloping head
and was in mint condition, and up on
the scales she went 31lbs. I had to
sack her up in the shade, as my personal photographer, Phil, had gone
home, so I called upon an old friend,
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Andy Jenkins, to come over to do the
pictures for me. So, just a quick recap,
I had seven fish over a five-day session: four 30s, one 20 and two doubles. What an opening week for me!
A couple of weeks later, I was back
and raring to go and found a small
group of fish held up in Gertie’s pads.
I decided to fish for them from the
other side of the lake, fishing from the
Stile swim. This would allow a better
angle for line lay and for getting the
fish away from the mass of pads. The
bait again was Pukka Fish and pellets.
Rods out and ready to go, I sat back
taking in the beauty of Wormley.
Looking out across the lake looking
up at the Old House, all I could see
was a picture postcard moment. The
first night went without any activity
at all, but waking up at first light, a
carp crashed out of the water over my
middle rod – a bloody great crash
with ripples disturbing the flat calm
water right across the lake. The coots
were going mental. Around midday,
Stud came over to say hello and to
have a chat and a cuppa. As we were
standing there, the middle rod was
away, and I hit into a powerful fish,
the lily pads exploding everywhere
from one angry carp.
With the chest waders on, I was out
there in the lake with the net at the
ready, and around ten minutes later,

after a hard battle was fought, she
was in the net and looked a good
weight. As I got back to dry land, I
was greeted by Stud and Graham
Barnes, who was passing whilst
walking his dog. Once she was on the
mat, Stud said, “That’s the Perch – she
always holds her dorsal fin up.” On
the scales, she went just shy of 32lbs.
“Brilliant,” said Graham, and after
many pictures, I released her back
into her watery home.
I was just getting out of the lake,
and the left hand rod was away!
WTF? I could hear Graham saying to
Stud, “Blimey!” Once again, I was
back in the lake doing battle with yet
another of Wormleybury’s jewels.
After another hard fight, I saw it roll
for the first time, and without any
doubt I knew what I had on. It was
the awesome Moonscale, which was
an extremely rare visitor to the bank.
Once on the scales, she pulled the
needle around to 28lb 14oz, which is
the biggest I have known her to be,
and this was only her fifth capture at
the time. Stud and Graham were both
congratulating me on my brace,
which was all inside of 40 minutes.
The rest of the session passed without any further action, but that didn’t
bother me in the slightest. Over the
next two months, I managed another
five fish, a couple of repeats and a
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new common of 25lb-plus, which was
another original from original stock
that I christened Bubble, and she
weighed in at 23lbs.
I returned in mid-September after
having a little break, and on my first
session back, again fishing from the
Stile swim, I managed to bank a fish
that I knew as Brian’s Fish at over
26bs. Back at the lake the following
week and after a good look around, I
noticed the conker tree bobbing up
and down! I shot round the lake into
the woods and as silent as I could be
climbed up the trunk of the tree that
sloped out over the lake. Light levels
of the water were not great, but once
above the branch that drapes out into
the lake, I saw a couple of fish rubbing
themselves up on the branch., hence
why we call that swim the Conker. If
the fish were there, that branch
always moved.
So with my home set up and rods
out for the weekend, it was perfect,
and what more could I ask for? With
my confidence zooming through the
roof from my previous visits, I knew I
wouldn’t blank. The first night passed
without a sniff. On the Saturday, Stud
came over to do a night. I wanted to
get my bait just round the back of a
bush, but a branch stopped this from
happening. Just another foot or so
from fishing in some real shitty silt to
gravel, it had to be done. Stud had his
bait boat and kindly put my bait right
where I wanted it. Saturday night
passed with no action, and I wasn’t
thinking of my first blank. By midday
the sun was up, and it was bloody
hot, so I thought I’d call it a day. After
packing up the home, I laid my rods
down and started packing away my
buzzers. Stud was stood by talking as
I was packing up, and just as I looked
around, a massive bow wave moved
off the bush, followed by my rod
pulling round on the deck! Bang… I
was in!
After an epic battle, a mint of a
common lay in my net. On the scales
she went over 28lbs, and I named her
the Peach. Stud took the pics, and
away she went. A blank was therefore
saved by just moving the hook bait no
more than a couple of feet, and the
boat came in handy. I left one happy
bunny. So from June to September, I
hadn’t blanked once.
In October, I only managed two
sessions, and the first was a blank. On
the second I had an unknown mirror,

Stud at DT Baits with a fish called Bridget weighing in at 34lb.

and I named her the Nude Mirror,
almost a leather with just a small
amount near its wrist and one at the
top of its gill plate, and that went
22lbs
I stopped fishing after my last session in October, drifting over to
another small pit for November and
December, but it was the beginning
of February 2000 before I was walking
the banks of Wormleybury again. I
headed for the Dead Tree swim, an
area which was always a good choice
for a winter bite if you could get one
that is. The bait was still Pukka Fish,
just removing the salmon oil, but I
was glugging the bait with DNA lactose and letting them dry. The bait
used to look like it had loads of dry
crystals over it once the DNA had set,
but once in the water, each individual
bait came to life.
I cast out to the usual spots, around
30 baits were plopped in the swim,
and I was back and loving it. The rigs
that I was using for my winter fishing
were basically what everyone now
calls the chod! On my second night, I
managed a fish that I photographed
for Phil earlier in the season, a real old
looking warrior called Little Two

Scales, and she went 29lbs 14oz. I
was absolutely made up, and my
brother Mick came over to photograph that one. That was my last fish
of the season, and what an unbelievable season it was too – memories for
a lifetime.
I hope you the readers have
enjoyed reading this as much as I
have writing it. I would also like to
thank my brother Kevin for getting me
into carp fishing at the tender age of
ten years old, and some 37 years later,
I’m still at it. I would also like to thank
Chris Nicoloau for allowing me to
become a member of the syndicate
again back in 1998, and cheers to
Studly and also to Rob Maylin for asking me to write another old school
article for yet another iconic mag
dedicated to the memory of the late
Rod Hutchinson.
I would like to dedicate this article
to Graham Barnes who was an absolute legend. Without him allowing me
on Wormleybury, this incredible season of 1999 would never have happened. Graham sadly passed away
this year, and Wormleybury Manor
will never be the same without you.
RIP, Graham. n
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