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Although the old close season is long since abolished June see’s the start of 

the season on many syndicate and club waters up and down the country and 

of course the river season still starts on the 16th June as it always has. I know 

many river carpers are already busy pre-baiting and preparing swims as I 

write this on the 19th May and I am planning one of our River Carping special 

issues, either next month or the month after depending on when I get enough 

articles. So, if you have some pictures, or better still a little story you could 

send me please get it off to me ASAP to info@bigcarpmagazine.co.uk 

Cover story this month is an absolute beast ‘The Big Troutie’ by Gaz Dillon 

tells the tale of the capture of this incredible beast. 

Russ’ Diary May 2021, is the first in a series of monthly diaries by Russell 

Webb. Anyone who uses the social networks regularly cannot fail to have 

seen the prolific captures of this consistent carper. I am very pleased to get 

this series for Big Carp and I am sure the months ahead will be just as 

amazing as his first contribution. Next up is David Jones who has been 

absolutely hauling just recently. A Trio of 40’s and an Amazing Three Weeks 

Fishing is exactly what it says on the can. Some right old lumps caught over 

just a few weeks. 

The next three articles are all continuing parts to existing series: Tom 

Robson – The Dream, The Journey, The Obsession. Mark and Emma Rose – 

The Hidden Gem – Heading into the Unknown and Derek Mallows – More 

Ladders on Longfield. If you missed the earlier parts of these series, you need 

to go back to the preceding issues which can all be found here – 

www.freelinemagazine.com 

May I wish you all a great start to the 2021 season. If you catch a nice one, 

please think of us and send us a story or a catch report. I’ll see you next 

month.  

Add to these loads of carpy humour, all the latest Covid news from Fish 

Legal, tackle reviews and carpy news and competitions. Not bad for free! 

I hope you have been enjoying our 2 free monthly carp magazines, Big Carp 

and Free Line, see them both here – www.freelinemagazine.com 

Now I need your help! 

Filling 2 magazines each month means I need twice as many articles, some 

people say they want to write, but never do. If you have had a successful start 

back after lockdown we would love to hear your tale. There are no picture or 

word limits. Simply Email your article to info@bigcarpmagazine.co.uk 

If you would like to join our FREE subscription list to be sent the mags as 

soon as they come out Email FREE SUBBY to info@bigcarpmagazine.co.uk 

WITHOUT YOUR INPUT THERE WILL BE NO MAGS! 

Have a great Spring friends, catch a monster and send us the story – be 

part of the UK’s fantastic carp angling history! 

 

 

PS We are doing some great ADVERTISING deals to help everyone through 

the pandemic, drop me a line at info@bigcarpmagazine.co.uk if you would like 

to see the deals and our media information pack.

Rob Maylin
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Shockleader

ShockLeader 
What’s happening, where and when in the carp scene

Fish Legal has written to Copeland 
Borough Council’s Scrutiny Commit-
tee asking for an explanation as to 
how a major housing development in 
the coastal town of Whitehaven, in 
Cumbria, was allowed to proceed 
without a critical plan that would 
have protected a neighbouring fish-
ery from being polluted with silt. 

Outline planning permission to 
build 570 homes at Edgehill Park was 
granted to Story Homes by the Coun-
cil in 2014.  However, a Construction 
Environment Management Plan 
(CEMP), referred to extensively in the 
Environmental Statement produced 
by the developer and a condition of 
the development going ahead, was 
never produced. 

Mirehouse Ponds, leased by Haig 
Angling Club, has suffered extensive 
siltation since, with the Environment 
Agency being called in to investigate 
and bring the pollution under control. 

Answering a Freedom of Informa-
tion request, the Council confirmed 
that they do not hold a copy of any 
CEMP. 

Dave Heald, Secretary of Haig 
Angling Club said:   

“Haig Angling Club was formed 
over 30 years ago and maintains the 
Mirehouse Ponds (created in 1917) 
and woodland site for the benefit of 
the local community.  The impact of 
silt on the ponds is significant and if 
silt were to continue entering the 
watercourse from the Edgehill Park, 
then eventually we will lose the 
ponds completely. To lose a site with 
such heritage and natural beauty 
would be devastating, both for the 
angling club and for the wildlife that 
the ponds support.” 

The angling club is represented by 
Fish Legal, an environmental mem-
bership association that uses the law 
to protect fisheries. 

Geoff Hardy, Solicitor for Fish Legal 
said: 

“It is astonishing that a housing 
development of this size can go 
ahead with such little oversight.  Silt-
laden water is one of the most obvi-
ous pollutants from construction 
works and yet we see absolutely no 
evidence that any measures were in 
place to reduce the likelihood of pol-
luting nearby waterbodies. We have 
asked the Council to look into how 

their planning department could 
allow this to happen.” 

He added: “Story Homes have told 
us they take environmental responsi-
bilities very seriously and  that they 
work in an environmentally-friendly 
way and protect their surroundings. 
However, this is not the experience of 
the Haig Angling Club at Mirehouse 
Ponds.”  n

Angling club calls for inquiry into Cumbrian housing 
development environmental controls
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£1.3m investment over 12 months to 
boost fish stocks, improve facilities 
and accessibility for existing and new 
anglers. 

170 projects delivered ranging from 
building fish passes to providing new 
and safer places to fish as well as sup-
porting programmes using fishing as 
a form of rehabilitation for PTSD suf-
ferers. 

Local ecology and wildlife to bene-
fit from improvements to England’s 
much-loved fishing hotspots. 

The Environment Agency’s Fish-
eries Improvement Programme (FIP) 
has invested £1.3 million in projects 
across England to benefit anglers, 
deliver improvements to vital habi-
tats, increase fish stocks and improve 
accessibility to ensure the sport is as 
inclusive as possible.  

Every penny the Environment 
Agency receives in fishing licence 
income is reinvested to protect both 
the sport of angling and England’s 
waterways. In the last 12 months 
alone, alongside partners, the FIP has 
delivered more than 170 completed 
projects across England. 

The FIP funding is matched by 
local partners including angling clubs 
and fisheries. The EA has also worked 
closely with local rivers trusts and the 
Wild Trout Trust. The total match 
funding, made up of additional cash 
and in-kind contributions, is esti-
mated to be more than £3.2 million 
which continues to have a positive 
impact on local communities, angling 
and ecology. 

In Devon and Cornwall, £64,000 
was used to support nine projects 
ranging from habitat improvement for 
wild native trout, enabling access to 
fishing for people with disabilities and 
working with small coarse fisheries to 
improve the facilities for their mem-
bers. 

In Essex, a new fishery has been 
developed for military veterans suffer-
ing from post-traumatic stress disor-
der. Here, the Environment Agency is 
working in partnership with iCarp to 
establish and revamp Lifted Lakes 
near Harwich. The venue is intended 
to be used as a base for treatment and 
future mental health research. A 
£10 ,000  F IP  grant  was  used  to 
enhance the environment for fish and 
refurbish angling platforms and facili-
ties.   

Heidi Stone, Environment Agency 
Fisheries Manager said:  

“All of the projects we fund must 
demonstrate benefits for anglers. The 
Fisheries Improvement Programme 
allows us to identify and invest in 
work supporting a local, sustainable 
future for angling. 

“The programme is also a great 
demonstration of our partnership 
efforts, with many of the projects 
completed with  the  support  o f 
landowners, local businesses and 
fisheries clubs – it’s a real team effort! 
The more people who go fishing, the 
more we can invest.” 

In the last 12 months alone, along-
side partners, the FIP has delivered 
more than 170 completed projects 
across England. The programme cov-
ers rivers and stillwaters and will ben-
efit coarse fish, trout and eels. 

Looking forward, the Environment 
Agency wants to hear from more 
clubs and fisheries about the work 
and projects they would like to see 
undertaken. 

Further examples of FIP projects 
completed in 2020/21 include:  

Ranby House on the Humber  
A £1,600 investment has improved 

local fishing facilities for schoolchil-
dren at Ranby House. In 2019, the 
fishing pond was nothing more than a 
small overgrown flooded area which 
was unsuitable for the school children 
to explore safely, let alone fish. The 
pond has now been partially de-silted 
and deepened, with overgrowth 
removed and managed. Dipping and 
angling platforms have also been 
installed and the pond has been 
stocked with fish from the Agency’s 
Calverton Fish Farm. 

Thanks to the FIP, the pupils will 
now be able to learn to fish as part of 
their curriculum and develop a mean-
ingful connection with nature. They 
will also learn how to recognise the 
various aquatic life living in the water. 

River Great Ouse, Cambridgeshire  
£15,000 was used on a backwater 

enhancement project on the river 
Great Ouse at Eaton Ford on the 
lower section. In partnership with St 
Neots Angling society, Huntingdon-
shire district council and St Neots 
Town Council, the work involved 
removing silt which increased the 
depth of the channel, clearing plants 
which were making it impossible for 
anglers to fish, the installation of sev-
eral fishing platforms and the removal 
of fal len branches from trees to 
improve accessibility for fishing. The 

silt removed was also used to re-pro-
file the bank, making it stronger, and 
it was also re-seeded with wild flower 
mix to benefit pollinators. 

A further  £8,000 was used to 
deliver improvements on the Ouse as 
part of a project in partnership with 
Luton Angling Club. The stretch of the 
Ouse had previously been difficult for 
members of Luton Angling Club with 
mobility impairments to access. Work 
was carried out to enhance habitat on 
the river by removing over-grown wil-
low which grows rapidly and causes 
accessibility issues for anglers. Silt 
was also removed from the backwater 
to deepen the area for fish and to pro-
vide better fishing conditions and 
safer access.  

Walton Hall Park Lake, Liverpool 
Using FIP funding, a project was 

undertaken on an urban fishery to 
improve historically poor water qual-
ity. To preserve and enhance this 
angling resource and to return the 
lake to its former glory, habitat 
improvements were made. These 
included floating islands, duck plat-
forms and fish refuges to provide 
shade and refuge for fish from preda-
tors and help to regulate water tem-
peratures. Vegetation bays were also 
used to provide cover, food for fish 
and fry and contribute positively to 
water quality. Equipment was pro-
vided for volunteers to complete tasks 
and help with ongoing fishery man-
agement and aeration equipment to 
help in times of crisis. 

Club Brunel, Cornwall 
Club Brunel are a small course fish-

ery in South East Cornwall, support-
ing around 100 members. Over the 
years, they have worked with the 
Environment Agency to improve the 
habitat around the lake for fish and 
wildlife and also the facilities for their 
members. 

Around £3,000 was allocated this 
year to stabilise the banks of the lake 
and add marginal habitat for juvenile 
fish to shelter in. This was done by 
adding coir rolls, pre-planted with 
marginal vegetation. An area was set 
aside in the shallows for carp to breed 
to help improve stocks and resilience 
of the species. The club could not 
afford this expenditure alone from 
membership subscriptions, so by 
working in partnership with the 
Agency and utilising FIP funding, 
they are able to make substantial 
improvements to this small fishery.  n

BC299 Environment Agency delivers £1.3 million 
boost to England’s fisheries
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Shockleader Catch Reports... Catch Reports... 

Emma Rimmer caught this lovely common recently (27th April). She caught it at 5.30 in the morning with the super full 
moon still shining at just under 14 wraps at the back of a Gravel bar over a bed of CC Moore pacific tuna boilies and maize on 
my pimped-up blowback rig with a pacific tuna hard hook bait with a pop up to balance it caught on her Free Spirit 3lb TCS 
Lites.
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Shockleader Catch Reports... Catch Reports... 

Emma Rimmer’s catch report from her new syndicate Carptonik. All the carp came from one spot which was one precise 
spot by the reeds getting the cast right was the difference to getting a bite even if it was taking her loads of casts in a gusty 
Cross wind she knew getting it right would be worth the effort. She would then walk round and drop a good load of maize, 
cc Moore glugged pacific tuna boilie and pellet over her spot. She was using a cc Moore pacific tuna hard hookbait balanced 
with a little pop up on her tweaked blowback rig that she had got so much confidence in using the ever faithful esp cryogen 
gripper hooks.



starmerbaits.com

Method mixes & groundbaits

Firm tough texture, quick break down times, high leakage. Our versatile method mixes can be moulded into tough balls for your catapult, 
or even be used dry as a ground-bait. Either way your swim will benefit from a large cloud of bait with high nutrients and high attractant 
value. Perfect for either carp or coarse fish!

Beastie ballBloodworm Coconut cream Green lip musselBig fishmeal Halibut marine Hempseed Hot chili & hemp Red carp

High oil marine pellets

Designed for maximum attraction and food content, these pellets are perfect for leaving large areas and beds of food. With a near instant 
release of nutrients and a longer break down time than attractor pellets you can be sure that carp will still find a bed of food to get there 
heads down on. Sizes available: 2mm & 5mm in all types.

Halibut marine Salmon marine Mixed marineTuna marine Halibut & coconut Sardine & anchovy Green lip mussel

Low oil attractor pellets

Unlike our high oil feed pellets, our low oil attractor pellets are designed for maximum release of nutrients and a quick break down time. 
Perfect for attracting carp & coarse fish, but leaving as little food as possible ensuring your hook bait has as high a chance as possible of 
being picked up. Sizes available: 5mm in all types.

Bloodworm Coconut fish Hot chilli & hempFishmeal Strawberry cream Sweetcorn Tiger nut & maple Multi mix

Check out our massive bait range on any of our web stores
web: www.starmerbaits.com
ebay: stores.ebay.co.uk/starmerltd
amazon: search for starmerbaits in the amazon product search box.
tel: 01268 690 300     
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#YourNite was designed with our community in mind. It is amazing to see you 
all enjoying your watches whether that’s on thrilling hikes, deep sea diving or in 
the comfort of your own home. 

As a thank you for your continued support, each month we will select our 
favourite #YourNite photo submitted and give the lucky winner a £100 Nite 
voucher to be used against any full price watch.  

For the chance to WIN a £100 Nite watch voucher simply: 
Share a photo of you and your Nite watch on Instagram, tag @nitewatches and 

use #yournite in the caption. 
Prefer to send us your photos via email? No problem! Send them 

to social@nitewatches.com and we will add it to that month’s entries. 
The winner will be announced via Instagram and email at the beginning of 

each month so make sure to be following @nitewatches so you don’t miss out. 
Remember to check out our #YourNite Instagram story highlight to see what 

others have shared already. Good luck – We can’t wait to see what you all come 
up with! 

For full T&C’s visit the YourNite page.

Congratulations to Simon James for 
winning the April #YourNite competition 
Your £100 voucher is on the way!  
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Boi l ie  Cannon is  automat ic  boi l ie 
launcher, designed to launch boilies 
without user effort. It is long range (over 
1 0 0  m e t e r s  /  1 1 0  y a r d s ) ,  f u l l y 
autonomous, powered by internal bat-
tery, high accuracy and high rate of fire 
(over 60 boilies per minute) low noise 
cannon. It is controlled by touchscreen or 
by your smartphone. 

To bait your fishing location, all you 
have to do is point your Boilie Cannon in 
wanted direction, set desired feeding dis-
tance with touchscreen (or smartphone 
app) and start inserting boilies in the 
boilie opening. 
What do you get? 
For you as a user, Boilie Cannon will 
make you feed much faster and without 
any physical effort. Thanks to it’s high 
accuracy, you will be able to bait up your 
tightly baited spot with less boilies. Since 
aiming is very simple, you can also do the 
area baiting easily by slightly adjustig 
direction and range during feeding. 

To eject boilies, Boilie Cannon uses 
basic physical principles as a manual 
throwing stick. Therefore, it makes very 
little noise when operating. It is powered 
by rechargable internal battery and 
under the average angling conditions it 
can eject up to 30 kg / 66 lbs of boilies. 

 Furthermore, for a very long fishing 
sessions, operation time can be extended 
with optional accesories. Some of exam-
ples are external battery, car lighter 
adapter, 12V car battery aligator clips 
adapter, solar power charger, etc. For 
more details, video’s and to purchase the 
Kamber-Tech: Automatic Boilie Launcher 
please go to kamber-tech.com.  n

Kamber-Tech: Automatic Boilie Launcher
Some of the key features: 

Long range 
High speed 
Digitally controlled by touch screen 
Bluetooth connectivity with your smartphone 
Automatic boilie vacuum suction 
Built-in USB charger for your other devices 
Built-in battery for autonomous operation 
High accuracy 
Supplied charger for 110 / 220 V 
Side handles for easy carrying and handling 
Perfect for both day and night fishing 
Manufactured in EU to the highest quality standards

The next batch of our Boat 2 is now 
available to purchase in our online 
store. Currently only the standard ver-
sion is available, note there is a small 
increase in price due to increases in 
shipping charges and duty, the boat is 
now priced at £549, obviously there 
are no extra fees incurred to us in 
adding the autopilot so this remains 
the same at £199 and is purchased via 
the app. 

The deeper version when available 
also has a small increase to £949, 
once again we will extend the offer of 
a £70 rebate on the autopilot if pur-
chased within 2 months of the boat. 

We are quoting 10 to 14 working 
days for the free delivery however we 
will do our utmost to reduce these 
times where possible.  n

ND tackle smart bait boat 2 Available Again!
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Selk’bag is the original wearable 
sleeping bag brand, designed to sup-
port freedom of movement during 
outdoor and indoor activities, no mat-
ter the conditions. Providing maxi-
mum mobility, comfort, versatility and 
warmth, Selk’bags are ideal for use on 
camping trips, backpacking adven-
tures, for stargazing and on road trips, 
as well as for lounging at home. The 
2021 collection of Selk’bags is now 
available in the UK, in a range of 
vibrant colours and unisex designs. 

All Selk’bag products incorporate a 
host of features as standard to deliver 
the ultimate in comfort and protec-
tion from even harsh elements. No-
hassle elasticated hand openings 
allow wearers to bring their hands in 
and out of the bag quickly and effort-
lessly while large kangaroo pockets 
provide an ideal place to stash essen-
tials. The removable booties easily 
unzip so wearers can put on their 
own shoes without taking off the 
Selk’bag. With reinforced outsoles, the 
booties can fully zip up for heat 
preservation while sleeping or on the 
move outside.  

The adjustable, insulated hood 
offers added warmth, enabling wear-
ers to stay warm and cosy down to 

near freezing temperatures and the 
two-way double zipper makes it very 
easy to quickly and easily get in and 
out of a Selk’bag and access pockets. 
All Selk’bag products come with a 
handy stuff sack to compress the bag 
and allow easy carrying and stowing. 

All Selk’bag products feature hol-
low-fibre synthetic insulation that has 
all the insulating factors of a tradi-
tional sleeping bag, while a DWR 
coating keeps moisture out. Selk’bag 
is available in sizes small to extra 
large and will fit wearers who are 
between 4’11” and 6’4” tall.  
Selk’bag Original 6G - £159.99 

The Selk’bag Original 6G offers 
campers and outdoor enthusiasts the 
best features for year-round use, 
including side cargo pocket for 
phones or valuables, side entry for 
easy access to trouser pockets and 
leg vents to help regulate tempera-
ture when it gets too warm. The 
Selk’bag Original 6G has a nylon rip-
stop shell and a soft polyester lining. 
It weighs 1.54kg (S) to 2.08kg (XL) 
and is available in a choice of Black 
Shark, Blue Puffin, Green Pasture and 
Purple Evening. 
Selk’bag Lite 6G £99.99 
With a more lightweight construction 

than its Original 6G counterpart, 
while offering the same level of com-
fort and protection, the Selk’bag Lite 
is ideal for outdoor enthusiasts and 
indoor loungers during the warmer 
seasons. It  features a polyester 
pongee shell and soft polyester lining 
and weighs between 0.96kg (S) and 
1.51kg (XL). It is available in a choice 
of Blue Evening, Grey Fiery and Violet 
Cockatoo.   
Selk’bag Nomad £249.99 
The environmentally sustainable 
Selk’bag Nomad is made from 100% 
recycled fabric. Sixty-five discarded 
plastic bottles are recycled into 
polyester fibres to produce each bag, 
while 100% post-consumer recycled 
Primaloft® Black Insulation Thermo-
Plume® offers the warmth, softness, 
compressibility, water resistance, and 
lightweight performance of natural 
goose down.  

The garment’s seamless baffled 
construction wraps the entire body in 
warmth while minimising cold spots, 
and a built-in balaclava offers added 
warmth and protection against cold 
winds. The Selk’bag Nomad weighs 
between 1.6kg (S) and 2.1kg (XL) and 
comes in Navy Blue. 
Selk’bag Print Rainforest 
£129.99 

The limited edition Selk’bag Print 
Rainforest is inspired by the Patago-
nian jungle and pays an homage to 
the flora and fauna of the southern 
end of the world. It is made from a 
100% Recycled Polyester Pongee 
shell and 100% Recycled Polyester 
lining and weighs between 0.96kg (S) 
and 1.51kg (XL). 
Selk’bag Pursuit RealTree® 
EDGE® £139.99 and Instinct 
RealTree® EDGE® £219.99 
The original Selk’bag, married with 
Realtree® EDGE® camouflage, cre-
ates a unique and essential piece of 
adventure gear for outdoor and hunt-
ing enthusiasts. The Instinct model 
features a number of enhanced fea-
tures including handy side cargo 
pockets, side entry and leg vents to 
enable wearers to cool down when it 
gets too warm. Selk’bag Pursuit and 
Instinct feature a RealTree® EDGE® 
Polyester microfibre peach shell with 
a soft Polyester lining. Pursuit weighs 
0.96kg (S) to 1.51kg (XL) and Instinct 
1.54kg (S) to 2.08kg (XL). 

Selk’bag products will be available 
from around 11 May at www.selk-
bag.co.uk.  n

Selk’bag ‘wearable’ sleeping bags  
– perfect for a UK summer in the outdoors  



Selk’bag Lite 6G

The all-new Selk’bag Lite 6G is designed to 
give maximum comfort and warmth while 
providing the greatest freedom of movement.

Featuring lightweight construction, the Lite 
is a sleeping bag with legs adults’ can wear 
indoors, as well as outdoors in the spring and 
summer seasons in the UK. 

Interested? 
Scan this QR code or visit  
www.selkbag.co.uk to 
learn more about the 
Selk’bag Lite 6G.



16   Big Carp

Tac-Tec

We wanted to shine a little light on 
what goes on behind closed doors at 
Nite. We hope you learn something 
new and feel even closer to the Nite 
community. Enjoy!  

Nite was created back in 2003 
when we discovered the impressive 
power and performance of Tritium 
illumination. We realised that others 
just like us would appreciate a well-
engineered watch that used this 
same technology. 

Today we’re renowned for our 
exquisitely designed, high quality Tri-
tium watches and are still proudly 
b a s e d  i n  t h e  i d y l l i c  t o w n  o f 
Christchurch on the South coast of 
England. 
FROM OUR HANDS TO YOURS  
From day one, we have had the sim-
ple mission to create exceptional 
watches to be worn with pride. Our 
small yet mighty team design all our 

new watches, run our in-house ser-
vice centre and dispatch every order 
by hand, providing our community of 
owners, like you, with a truly personal 
service. 
TRITIUM ILLUMINATION  
Our party piece! Often overlooked but 
always greatly valued, is the ability to 
tell the time with ease in the dark. 
This is the reason why each and 
every Nite watch is fitted with Swiss-
made Tritium illumination – widely 
regarded as the world’s best and 
most reliable form of illumination. 
THE NITE COMMUNITY – BY 
YOUR SIDE  
From mountaineers to racing drivers, 
TV personalities to special forces per-
sonnel and royalty to commercial 
deep sea divers, our community cov-
ers a wide spectrum of society but 
they all have one thing in common – 
the desire to get out there and make 

the most of every minute. 
Thank you for reading our story. 

Hopefully you’ve learnt more about 
Nite and enjoyed getting a peek at 
what lies behind the brand from our 
history to the type of organisation we 
really are.  

Should you have any questions 
about the brand then please get in 
touch on 01202 487757 or email us 
on theteam@nitewatches.com where 
we will be very glad to speak with 
you.  n

The story behind the Nite brand



Urban Baits Nutcracker 
Session Pack Competition

A massive thumbs up to our great 

friend Terry Dempsey for providing an 

awesome NEW monthly competition 

And it could not be easier to win this fantastic Urban 
Baits Nutcracker Session Pack which contains 5kg 

of 18mm Nutcracker Boillies (RRP £37.50) and a tub 
of Nutcracker Pop-ups (RRP £6.49), perfect for an 

early season session.

To win simply go to the Urban Baits Facebook page 
and ‘LIKE’ it. THAT’S IT! – Terry himself will pick a 

winner at random. 

Closing date is 1st December, 2021 

– SO GET LIKING!

France’s premier runs water 
www.lakefishabil.com 

07810 710 880

B I G  C A R P  T O P  T E N  
French Holiday Destination
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Exclusive

‘The Big Troutie’ 
By Gaz Dillon

Exclusive
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M
y  f i r s t 
encounter of a 
certain stun-
n i n g  m i r r o r 
c a r p  a t  j u s t 
over 40lb was 

way back in 2014 when I found myself 
taking photos of it for a fellow friend 
and angler on the new syndicate 
water I had just joined. From that day 
on this fish became my number one 
target fish, as it was for so many other 
anglers who were lucky enough to 
have been given an opportunity to 
fish this special Lincolnshire water. A 
fish that was originally stocked in 
November 2006 now one of many 40+ 
carp that reside in the 30 acre gravel 
pit. 

My time spent actually fishing on 
this venue has been kept to a mini-
mum although I do try and visit most 
days as the venue is local to my home. 
With limited time spent fishing here 
my results have been more than I 
would feel satisfactory, I have been 
lucky enough to catch countless 

30lb+ fish including the once lake 
record fish known as “3 scale” back in 
2019 at an enormous weight of 49.08, 
in that very same year I had 25 x 
30lb+ fish and 4 x 40lb+ fish in just 25 
nights of fishing including landing “3 
scale” again twice more that very 
same year, but still after landing so 
many carp the one I really wanted to 
catch  and  my main  ta rget  had 
become very recognisably elusive. 

My style of angling has always 
been focused around Boilie fishing as 
I believe feeding a top quality Boilie is 
a tactic that’s hard to beat. Fishing 
with my usual bait supplied by JH 
Baits meant that this aspect of my 
angling was something I didn’t need 
to worry about as I have total confi-
dence in everything they produce 
having caught so many big fish using 
their products, so when I first started 
introducing the KLF Black Pepper & 
Sweet orange Fishmeal Boilie into the 
pit I knew it wouldn’t take long for the 
fish to start to treat it as a high quality 
food source and bites would then be 

Three Scale.



Quality Carp Bait

QUALITY THROUGHOUT THE RANGE

JH Baits are proud to produce the 
highest quality carp bait manufactured 

using the best available ingredients, 
sourced from around the world. 

Gaz Dillon  
with a recent 

capture of  
‘Big Troutie’ 



No 
Compromise 

on Quality

FREE UK SHIPPING ON ANY ORDER CONTAINING SPECIAL OFFERS

JH Baits has a full range 
of products to suit all 
carp fishing situations. 

All our products are 
designed and 
manufactured in-house 
and tested by our 
experienced team.

for more special offers or to view any of our ranges  visit: 

jhbaits.com
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Common.

Mirror.
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imminent. 
Over the years the pit has been 

kind to me and the results have just 
got better and better with multiple 
double takes and triple takes when 
fishing my usual tactic of 3 rods tight 

on one heavily baited spot. 
After such fantastic results I found 

myself realising catching the one I 
really want meant I would have to 
study its movements and past cap-
tures in more detail, when it was 

caught and from what areas of the 
lake and try to piece together a pic-
ture of how I could somehow single 
this fish out. 

Spring time was certainly when 
this fish was most likely to visit the 

Big Troutie.

Scenic shot on the ‘Big Troutie’ day.
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Big Troutie.

Big Troutie.
bank especially considering the pre-
vious year the country was in lock-
down due to the Covid19 virus out-
break and the fish had yet again 
avoided being captured as the lake 
had been closed during the spring 
months. 

I spent most days in early spring 
2021 visiting the lake and watching 
the fish and their movements and 
quick ly  became aware the f ish 
seemed to visit a certain shallow area 
of the lake especially on the warmer 
days soaking up the early spring sun 
after a long winter. 

My very first session of the year the 
sun was shining brightly, perfect for 
this particular part of the lake where I 
had been watching the fish visit reg-
ular, so when I arrived to find a perfect 
swim available right in that area I 
wanted it was a no brainer to load the 
barrow and get into the swim as 
quickly as possible and come up with 
a plan of attack. 

This year spring has been particu-
larly slow to get started and the water 
is still very cold and morning frosts 
are a regular occurrence, so the plan 



Big Carp  25

‘The Big Troutie’ Exclusive

was to try and hold back from my 
usual heavy baiting tactic and try and 
entice fish in with a smaller amount of 
quality bait fishing for one bite at a 
time. 

3 medium Spombs of KLF Crumb 
where placed on a nice clean area 
around 100 yards with a critically bal-
anced Ronnie rig mounted with a 
12mm JH Baits Pineapple & Butyric 
acid high attract pop up that had 
been soaking in matching bait Spray 
for months previously. 

The first night had passed unevent-
fully but having seen fish in the area 
my confidence still remained high 
espec ia l l y  as  the  day t ime  had 
remained sunny and the fish had 
clearly stayed in the shallow water 
soaking up the rays. 

After 36 hours of inactivity things 
suddenly took a change for the better 
when I had a single bleep on my left 
hand rod and the bobbin slowly lifted 
and line tightened indicating a take 
familiar to big fish bites I have had 
previously. 

After a short and heavy battle in 
the shallow bay to my left my first fish 
of the session and year was safely in 
the net first time of asking. 

I couldn’t believe my luck as it soon 
became apparent I was looking at 

another big fish and no doubt one of 
the lakes real special ones laid in the 
bottom of my landing net yet again. 

 Gazing into the net at this very 
large mirror carp that looked so famil-
iar was a strange feeling as it seemed 
to take a lifetime until it eventually 
dawned on me what fish I was actu-
ally staring at. 

Quite unbelievably it was not only 
my first bite of the year but I had only 
gone and caught the one and only 
illusive “Big Troutie” in all her glory 
and looking absolutely incredibly fit 

and healthy no doubt from evading 
capture for so long. 

Last out 2 years previously she 
weight 47lb 2oz and after preparing 
the weigh and photography equip-
ment we hoisted her onto the scales 
which settled at a staggering 50lb 8oz 
and a new PB for me. 

My time on the big pit will continue 
and with so many fish maturing and 
pushing well above the 30 and even 
40lb mark there will be plenty more 
special fish to keep the fire burning 
for me at least for the near future.  n

Big Troutie stocking.



SNAIL & GARLIC GLUG 
SNAIL & CRAB GLUG 
Excellent for PVA bags, spod 
mixes, stick mixes and any fresh 
water ground bait as it creates 
an attractive scent around your 
baited area. 
• Gives a real boost of attraction 

that will release over time. 
• This is a thick and sticky liquid 

which will cling well to any 
hookbait. 

• Long shelf life. 
• 200ml bottle.

15mm SNAIL POP UPS 
Our Snail Pop ups are made with our Snail and Shell powder which is full of 
natural amino acids, protein, calcium and many more vitamins and minerals 
which Carp, Barbel, Chubb and 
many more fresh water fish love. 
• Use with our powdered snail 

meat and/or shell powder to 
coat the boilies, this will make a 
unique and very effective bait. 

• Approx 60-65 pop ups per tub . 

15mm SNAIL WAFTERS 
Our Snail Wafters are made with our Snail and Shell powder which is full of 
natural amino acids, protein, calcium and many more vitamins and minerals 
which Carp, Barbel, Chubb and many more fresh water fish love. 
• Use with our powdered snail meat and/or shell powder to coat the boilies, this 

will make a unique and very effective bait. 
• Approx 60-65 pop ups per tub.

ABOUT SNAIL FISHING BAITS 
We supply 100% natural snail baits for coarse fishing across 
the UK. We have been farming snails in the heart of Dorset 
since 2006 and are the largest supplier of fresh snails to chefs 
in fine dining eateries across the UK.  

Since the pandemic we’ve had a bit more time on our 
hands, so we had the idea to develop a range of products for 
coarse fishermen. Dad and I use the snails regularly at 
Throop fisheries in Dorset, catching some specimen Chub 
and Barbel, so we thought why not make this available to 
everybody? Snails are a familiar and fundamental food 
source for the majority of coarse fish, they are found in their 
natural habitat and contain a high nutritional value which 
fish are instinctively drawn to. We now supply a range of 
meat and shell products which we are really excited about 
and have no doubts that they will catch some monster fish! 
 
Meat products 
Snail meat is full of protein, amino acids, healthy fats, calcium 
and many other vitamins and minerals which are highly 
attractive to carp, barbel, chub and many more coarse fish. 
All of this goodness is essential to healthy growth meaning 
they will actively seek it out. 

Our meat products have been dehydrated for many hours 
and can be bought whole, chopped or powdered. To prevent 
floatation, the whole and chopped meat will rehydrate in a 
matter of minutes, tripling its original weight. Rehydration 
can be as elaborate as you like as the meat acts like a sponge, 
soaking up rock salt, colourings and flavourings extremely 
well. 

Our powdered snail meat uses 4kg of fresh snail meat to 
produce just 1kg of powder, giving you 4 times the nutrients 
per weight! We have found the meat powder works really 
well when mixed with maggots and vamps up any ground 
bait mix. 

The dehydrated snail meat must be stored in an air-tight 
container in a dry, cool environment, preferably indoors in 
the winter months as sheds and outbuildings can get damp 
during rainy seasons. They do not need to be refrigerated.   
 
Shell products 
The shell of a snail contains around 98% calcium which fish 
need for egg production plus fin, scale and bone 
development. The shells also provide a great crunch, which 
carp are able to crush with their strong pharyngeal teeth. 
Both of our shell products (crushed and powdered) are great 
used in a spod mix or any form of ground bait. 

Alongside our pure meat and shell products, we have also 
developed a range of bait using a mix of the two, these 
include Snail Boilies, Dumbells, Pop ups, Wafters, Hard 
Hookers as well as Snail & Garlic Glug and Snail & Crab Glug. 
 
WWW.SNAILFISHINGBAITS.CO.UK

DEHYDRATED SNAILS 
An excellent natural bait for 
Carp, Barbel, Chub, Catfish 
plus many more fresh water 
fish. 
• Full of natural amino acids, 

protein and many more 
vitamins and minerals. 

• These rehydrate in minutes, 
taking on colour and 
flavourings like a sponge. 

• Rehydrate for bottom 
fishing and use dehydrated 
for surface fishing. 

• Can be presented directly 
on a hook or hair rig whole or chopped to create a snowman rig, we call it a 
snailman!. 

• Keep these in an air-tight container in a cool, dry place for a long shelf life. 
• Storage and information sheet will be included with every order.

Here’s a selection of our products…



CRUSHED SNAIL SHELLS 
An excellent natural ground bait for Carp, Barbel, 
Chub, Catfish plus many more fresh water fish. 
• Contains 98% calcium which fish will source out 

as its good for fin and bone development. 
• Excellent for pva bags, spod mixes, stick mixes 

and any fresh water ground bait, as it gives your 
baited area a nice crunch which the fish love and 
that sound could draw more fish to the area. 

• Unlimited shelf life.

SNAIL BOILIES 
Our Snail Boilies are made with our Snail and Shell 
powder which is full of natural amino acids, protein, 
calcium and many more vitamins and minerals 
which Carp, Barbel, Chubb and many more fresh 
water fish love. 

Use with our powdered snail meat and/or shell 
powder to coat the boilies, this will make a unique 
and very effective bait.

1KG & 5KG DUMBELLS 
Our Snail Dumbells are made with our Snail and 
Shell powder which is full of natural amino acids, 
protein, calcium and many more vitamins and 
minerals which Carp, Barbel, Chubb and many 
more fresh water fish love. 

Use with our powdered snail meat and/or shell 
powder to coat the boilies, this will make a unique 
and very effective bait. 
DUMBELL HARD HOOKERS 
Our Snail Dumbell hard hookers are made with our 
Snail and Shell powder which is full of natural 
amino acids, protein, calcium and many more 
vitamins and minerals which Carp, Barbel, Chubb 
and many more fresh water fish love. 

Use with our powdered snail meat and/or shell 
powder to coat the boilies, this will make a unique 
and very effective bait. 100g pots.

POWDERED SNAIL SHELLS 
An excellent natural ground bait for Carp, Barbel, 
Chub, Catfish plus many more fresh water fish. 
• Contains 98% calcium which fish will seek out for 

their fin and bone development. 
• Excellent for PVA bags, spod mixes, stick mixes 

and any fresh water ground bait as it creates a 
scented cloud around your baited area. 

• Great for coating boilies, the moisture in the boilie 
will draw in the powder giving it a rich snail shell 
flavour, scent and crunch! 

• Great additive for base mixes when making 
homemade boilies. 

• Long shelf life. 
• Storage and information sheet with every order.

WWW.SNAILFISHINGBAITS.CO.UK

@snailfishingbaits

snail_fishing_baits

DEHYDRATED CHOPPED SNAIL MEAT 
An excellent natural ground bait for Carp, Barbel, 
Chub, Catfish plus many more fresh water fish. 
• Full of natural amino acids, protein and many 

more vitamins and minerals. 
• These rehydrate in minutes, taking on flavourings 

and other attractive ingredients like a sponge. 
• Rehydrates to 3 times its dehydrated weight, i.e. a 

1kg bag rehydrates to 3kgs. 
• Can be used as it comes or can be crushed up, 

giving you large and small particles around your 
baited area. 

• Excellent for PVA bags, spod mixes, stick mixes 
and any fresh water ground bait. 

• Keep these in an air-tight container in a cool, dry 
place for a long shelf life. 

• Storage and information sheet will be included 
with every order. 

POWDERED SNAIL MEAT 
An excellent natural ground bait for Carp, Barbel, 
Chub, Catfish plus many more fresh water fish. 
• Full of natural amino acids, protein and many 

more vitamins and minerals. 
• Excellent for PVA bags, spod mixes, stick mixes 

and any fresh water ground bait and fantastic for 
adding to maggots. 

• We use 3kg of fresh snail meat to produce 1kg of 
powdered Snail meat, giving you a condensed 
protein rich bait. 

• Great additive for base mixes when making 
homemade boilies. 

• Also great for coating boilies, the moisture in the 
boilie will draw in the powder giving it a rich snail 
flavour and scent. 

• Keep these in an air-tight container in a cool, dry 
place for a long shelf life. 

• Storage and information sheet with every order.

15% DISCOUNT on all orders until 31st August 2021 – please use code SFB1521
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Russ’ Diary Entry 01 
May edition by Russell Webb

Exclusive

I
 returned to Kingfisher on the 
Bluebell Complex for my first 
session of the year, but I msut 
admit I was a bit apprehen-
sive as it had been hit by the 
floods a few weeks earlier and 

only just reopened. Therefore, I didn’t 
rea l l y  know what  to  expect  o r 
whether it was a bit too early in the 
year for what I had in mind. 

I was tracking the weather all week 
and spotted that we had a couple of 
warmer days coming up, so I decided 
to load up and make the journey with 
a few swims in mind. 

Both taken; nightmare. Or so I 
thought, but after speaking with the 
guys in the pegs they were both 
going, but not until 6pm that evening. 
I decided to wait it out for the peg I 

wanted - I could’ve gone in any of the 
pegs on the lake, as most people 
where leaving that afternoon, but I 
knew I had to wait and stick to the 
plan. 

I finally got into my desired peg 
about 6:30pm,and instantly got the 
rods set up: one to an overhanging 
tree and one to a margin spot that I 
handpicked, knowing that it was 
going to warm up and the could get 
right in the margin. 

I decided to only fish with two rods 
as I didn’t want to cut the fish off from 
coming in the bay I was fishing. 

I baited with a handful of Krushed 
Outlaw Pro Krilla, Corn and Hemp and 
fished a D-rig with a Krilla Wafter and 
a piece of Outlaw Pro’s Slow Sinking 
Sweetcorn. 

The traps where set but nothing 
through the night. However, that all 
changed just as the sun came over 
the trees in the morning, my short-
margin rod was away – it was only a 
little mirror but I knew the fish where 
coming in close so that filled me with 
confidence. 

I got the rod back out and 30mins 
later the same rod was away again, 
this time securing something a bit 
bigger, at just under 20lb. 

Just as I was returning that one 
back to the lake my other rod that 
was fished to a willow further down 
smashed round, and this one felt like 
it was going to be bigger: a nice 28lb 
common. 

I thought it was all about to kick off, 
but it then went quiet for a long 

28lb 4oz.
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32lb 4oz.

44lb 8oz.
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44lb 8oz.

44lb 8oz.
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period. Therefore, I decided to get the 
rods in for a hour and watch the water 
to see if there was any other opportu-
nities for my three rods. 

I could see some fish taking the 
same route just under the surface, so I 
decided to put a zig on the line where 
they were coming in and out. So, with 
the rods out for the last night, and the 
zig fishing to where I saw the fish 
cruising, I was filled with confidence. 

Unfortunately, the night passed me 
by. But I did see a couple of carp 
about 4am, so I knew they were in the 
area – and I didn’t have to wait much 
longer. 

Just after 5.30am, my middle rod 
was away. And after a really good 
scrap it was in the net. But I didn’t get 
a chance to fully enjoy the catch, as 
just after that had gone in the net, my 
zig rod pulled up tight. I was in again. 

This was crazy, as it was the same 
scenario as the morning before.  

After playing it in quite easy, the 
fish just wouldn’t get its head up from 
the margin – just plodding in front of 
me. I didn’t think it was a big fish, but 
after finally playing it in really care-
fully - as with zigs and small barbless 
hook you have to take your time - it 

popped up and it was in the net. As I 
looked in I could see it was one of the 
big fish - what a battle.  

With a fish in each net. I got the 
first one sorted: a lovely common of 
32lb, but I couldn’t wait to get the big-

ger one out to see just how big it 
really was. I got it onto the mat and it 
weighed in at 44.8lb. 

What a great session: five fish 
across 48hrs; a great way to start the 
year.  n

44lb 8oz.



VISIT POINGDE

POST & PACKING
Small items 

£4.00 
Reels & standard 

items  £6.00 
Rods & larger 
items £8.00 

Orders will currently 
take longer than 

normal to be delivered

SHIMANO REELS

ORDERS OVER £25 
ARE POST FREE

SPECIAL OFFER
ALL ORDERS OVER 

£25 NOW POST FREE!

£69.99

rrp £89.99

OUR PRICE

SLEEPING BAGSTrakker Deluxe 
Thermal Bedchair 

Cover

Trakker Big Snooze 
Plus WideTrakker Big Snooze +

£49.99

rrp £64.99

OUR PRICE
6000RB

£52.50

rrp £69.99

OUR PRICE
10000RB

For anglers wanting reliable Shimano 
Baitrunner technology on a small 
budget, the new Baitrunner ST-RB is 
the natural choice.

BAITRUNNER
ST6000RB

BAITRUNNER
ST10000RB

VASS-TEX CHEST WADERS

£89.99
OUR PRICE

£54.99
OUR PRICE

700E Nova 
Heavy Duty 

PVC 
Chest 

Waders

600 Series 
Chest 

Waders

£57.50

rrp £74.99

OUR PRICE

£84.99

rrp £76.49

OUR PRICE

NASH TACKLE 
TITAN HIDE XL BIVVY

£249.99

rrp £299.99

OUR PRICE

NASH TACKLE 
INDULGENCE 
BIG DADDY 

CHAIR

£149.99

rrp £164.99

OUR PRICE

£109.99

rrp £120.00

OUR PRICE

NASH TACKLE 
INDULGENCE 
ULTRALITE 

CHAIR

£159.99

rrp £175.99

OUR PRICE

NASH TACKLE 
INDULGENCE 

HI-BACK 
CHAIR

£99.99

rrp £109.99

OUR PRICE

NASH TACKLE 
INDULGENCE 
DADDY LONG 
LEGS CHAIR

£139.99

rrp £153.99

OUR PRICE

NASH TACKLE BED BUDDY

£44.99
OUR PRICE

£125.99

rrp £139.99

OUR PRICE
4800mAh

£188.99

rrp £209.99

OUR PRICE
9600mAh

FOX HALO 
POWER 
PACKS

Perfect portable 
source of bank side 
power for charging 
a variety of electronic 
devices such as 
mobile phones, 
laptops and 
audio/visual 
products.

SONIK VADERX 
RS CARP RODS

£59.99

12FT

OUR PRICE
2¾LB & 3LB

£59.99

12FT

OUR PRICE
3¼ & 3½LB

£54.99

10FT

OUR PRICE
10FT 3LB

VaderX RS carp rods are the 
evolved and refined version 
of Sonik’s award winning 
VaderX carp rods.

SONIK XTRACTOR 
CARP RODS

£53.99

rrp £59.99

OUR PRICE
9FT 2¾LB

£62.99

rrp £69.99

OUR PRICE
10FT 3¼LB

£62.99

rrp £69.99

OUR PRICE
10FT 3½LB

Sonik XTRACTOR carp rods fill a real 
gap in the market for affordable 
top-quality rods that are easy 
to transport due to their 
short pack down lengths.

NASH TACKLE 
INDULGENCE 

SUB-LO
CHAIR

£424.99

rrp £467.99

OUR PRICE
SS4

£449.99

rrp £494.99

OUR PRICE
SS4 WIDE

£399.99

rrp £439.99

OUR PRICE
SS3

£424.99

rrp £467.99

OUR PRICE
SS3 WIDE

The latest generation of 
renowned Indulgence Sleep 
Systems include up rated and 
extended lumbar support, 
along with USB connectivity 
for storing power packs and 
charging smartphones and other 
electronic devices. All while 
sleeping in absolute comfort!

NASH TACKLE INDULGENCE 
5 SEASON SLEEP SYSTEMS

Save £££’s with this bundle 
special offer!! Three of the 
revolutionary Siren R3 alarms 
and a receiver for well over 
£100 off the normal RRP!

£324.99

rrp £441.96

OUR PRICE

NASH TACKLE 
SIREN R3 BITE ALARM 

BUNDLE SPECIAL OFFER

Trakker Tempest 
Advanced 100 Bivvy

TRAKKER BIVVIES

Trakker Tempest Brolly 100T

£674.99

rrp £749.99

OUR PRICE

£269.99
OUR PRICE

The Bed Buddy is a lightweight session accessory 
that allows you to sit on a bed with correct back 
support, without carrying a separate chair.

£109.99

rrp £175.00

OUR PRICE

DAIWA EMBLEM SPOD REEL

Designed around the 
body and spool of 
the Emblem Pro, the 
‘Spod’ retrieves over 
100cm of line for 
every handle turn.

AMAZING PRICE!

This special edition Tournament BASIA QD 
Custom Reel has been built to Poingdestres 
Angling Centre’s unique specification for the 
discerning angler wanting that distinctive look!!

£449.99

rrp £580.00

OUR PRICE

DAIWA TOURNAMENT BASIA 
QD POINGDESTRES EDITION 

CUSTOM BUILD REEL

WYCHWOOD 
TACTICAL WALLED MAT

Produced from fish friendly materials and 
excessive foam thickness to create the ultimate 
mat system. Complete peace of mind whilst 
handling fish during unhooking and photography.

£74.99
OUR PRICE

WYCHWOOD 
TACTICAL BROLLY

Unique internal 
storage pockets 
included

£169.99
OUR PRICE



ESTRES.CO.UK

CARP RODS IN STOCK

Harrison
Harrison Advanced Rods Torrix TE 
Special Carp Rods
12ft £342.00 £307.80
12ft6 £342.00 £315.90

Harrison Advanced Rods Cerbera Carp 
Rods
3lb  £270.00 £243.00  
3.25lb  £270.00 £244.62

Trebuchet Light 12ft 3.75lb   
 £414.00 £372.60

Century
Century C2 (Command & Control) Carp 
Rod s
12ft 3.25lb £469.00 £430.00
12ft 3.5lb £489.00 £450.00

WE ARE A CYGNET PRO 
DEALER, TO SEE THE 
FULL RANGE EITHER 
VISIT US ONLINE OR 

CALL ON 023 8051 0077 
FOR ADVICE.

UNIT 11, SOUTHAMPTON TRADE PARK, THIRD AVENUE, SOUTHAMPTON, SO15 0AD

EMAIL US AT SALES@POINGDESTRES.CO.UK
OR VISIT POINGDESTRES.CO.UK
FAX: 02380 773841

find us on facebook.com/Poingdestres

Fox Stalker Plus 
2/3 Rod Pod £89.99

rrp £109.99

OUR PRICE

VISIT US ONLINE FOR OUR 
FULL RANGE OF RODS

E&OE

5 MINS

J3 M27

6000SQ.FT
SHOWROOM

We are a Aqua Pro Dealer, to 
see the full range either view 

online or call us on 
023 8051 0077 for advice.

BAIT
FULL RANGES 

IN STOCK
We also stock

RIDGEMONKEY PRODUCTS 
NOW IN STOCK

TRAKKER LEVELITE 
TRANSFORMER 

CHAIR

£116.99

rrp £129.99

OUR PRICE

POST
FREE

£99.95
OUR PRICE

The E800 Series 
Camo Chest Wader is 

reassuringly tough and 
uniquely comfortable 
due to its bi-stretch 

properties.

Similar to the original 
Series 700 Nova 
model, this camo 

pattern model doesn’t 
get much cooler for 
the image conscious 

angler!

POST
FREE

VASS-TEX E800 
SERIES CAMO 

CHEST WADERS

FOX RX+ MICRON BITE 
ALARM PRESENTATION SETS

£569.00

rrp £654.99

OUR PRICE
3-ROD SET

£719.99

rrp £799.99

OUR PRICE
4-ROD SET

FOX R-SERIES 
1-MAN XL BIVVIES

The R-Series 1-man XL bivvies 
are ideal for the angler wanting 
additional space and head room 
created by the extra high frame.

£246.99
OUR PRICE
KHAKI

£200.00
OUR PRICE
CAMO

FOX EOS 1-MAN BIVVY

The EOS 1-man bivvy is the 
ideal starter bivvy for the 
beginner, or those with a 
restricted budget, offering 
great value for money.
Features include:-
• 8000mm hydrostatic head fabric
• Two-rib, pram-hood design featuring a 

generous peak for extra protection
• Two-way letter box style door with integrated 

mesh insert plus PVC and solid panel options
• Front can be rolled back to create an open 

fronted shelter
• Lightweight groundsheet and heavy duty pegs
• Supplied in a zipped carry bag

£148.99

rrp £164.99

OUR PRICE

£629.99

rrp £699.99

OUR PRICE
BIVVY

Pioneer DPM Camo 100 
1-Man Bivvy System

SONIK GIZMO 3-ROD 
REMOTE ALARM SET 

& BIVVY LIGHT

£249.99
OUR PRICE

NASH TACKLE SLEEP SYSTEM

£199.99

rrp £219.99

OUR PRICE
STANDARD

£229.99

rrp £252.99

OUR PRICE
WIDE

This Sleep System is a blockbuster 
for comfort and value, utilising Nash’s 
expertise from producing the carp world’s 
most successful bed systems - the 
Indulgence range.

DELKIM RX-D DIGITAL 
REMOTE RECEIVER
The Rx-D Digital Remote 
Receiver is the bespoke partner 
for the new Txi-D alarms and 
includes improved features over 
the original Rxi model.

£149.99
OUR PRICE

DELKIM TXI-D 
DIGITAL BITE 

ALARMS

£134.99
OUR PRICE

LEDs available in:-
Blue, Green, Purple, 
Red, White or Yellow

DIGITAL

REMOTE

RECEIVER

ALSO

AVAILABLE

NASH TACKLE 
MF60 INDULGENCE 
5 SEASON SLEEP 

SYSTEMS

£474.99

rrp £522.99

OUR PRICE
SS4

£499.99

rrp £549.99

OUR PRICE
SS4 WIDE

£449.99

rrp £494.99

OUR PRICE
SS3

£474.99

rrp £522.99

OUR PRICE
SS3 WIDE

Nash set the standard in luxury 
and comfort with their legendary 
Indulgence beds, but now they’ve 
raised the bar even 
higher, with their all 
season MF60 sleep 
systems. NEW

£799.99
OUR PRICE

Pioneer 150 1-Man 
Bivvy System

AQUA BIVVIES

£143.99

rrp £159.99

OUR PRICE
WRAP

Pioneer DPM Camo 100
1-Man Bivvy System Wrap

NASH TACKLE
BUSHWHACKER 15M 

BAITING POLE SYSTEM
Next level accuracy and reach 
for stealth positioning of rigs in 
areas inaccessible to even the 
sharpest casting.

NASH TACKLE SIREN S5 
DIGITAL BITE ALARM

£19.99
OUR PRICE

BLUE, GREEN, 
RED, WHITE

WYCHWOOD 
TACTICAL SLING MAT

£59.99
OUR PRICE

£149.99

rrp £164.99

OUR PRICE

WYCHWOOD TACTICAL 
1-MAN BIVVY & WRAP

£249.99
OUR PRICE

£119.99
OUR PRICE

The Tactical 1-Man Bivvy is a 3-rib shelter, 
designed to offer comfort and protection all 
year round. The unique shape allows for a good 
footprint without compromising on height.

Turn the Tactical 1-Man 
Bivvy into a true ‘home 

from home’.

Tactical 1-Man 
Bivvy Overwrap

THINKING ANGLERS 
CAMFLECK LUGGAGE

We have a large selection of this luggage 
visit poingdestres.co.uk for full range

£13.99
OUR PRICE
REEL POUCH  

£17.99
OUR PRICE
ROD SLEEVE

£79.99
OUR PRICE
RUCKSACK

£32.99
OUR PRICE
COOL BAG

CAMFLECK 
REEL POUCH

CAMFLECK SINGLE 
ROD SLEEVE

CAMFLECK 
RUCKSACK

CAMFLECK 
COOL BAG

ESP CAMO LUGGAGE
40ltr Camo 
Rucksack

Camo Tackle 
Cases

Camo 
3-Rod 
Quiver
&
Sleeve

£49.95
OUR PRICE
40LTR RUCK

£39.95
OUR PRICE
QUIVER

£12.95
OUR PRICE
SMALL/LARGE

/£15.95

AQUA PRODUCTS 
DPM LUGGAGE

Roving 
Rucksack

£119.99
OUR PRICE

£84.99
OUR PRICE

Small Carryall

Deluxe Roving 
Rucksack

£159.99
OUR PRICE
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Trio of 40s and an 
Amazing Three 
Weeks Fishing 
By David Jones

Exclusive
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A
fter an amazing 
two weeks fishing 
prior to Monday 
the 19th of April I 
just knew I had to 
ge t  back  to  my 

Cambridgeshire syndicate as I felt I 
was  s lowly  p iec ing  the  j igsaw 
together and that something special 
was on its way. 

On the 7th of April I’d managed to 
land a 38 mirror known as the half lin, 
in freezing conditions. Icy northerly 
winds and snow showers had really 
slowed things down after a couple of 
days previous of very mild weather. 

With me landing that fish I was 
confident in my approach and was 
a b l e  t o  r e t u r n  t h e  w e e k  a f t e r 
(13/4/21). 

I could not get where I wanted to 
and fished an area where I had not 
seen a fish show due to the lake being 
fairly busy. That night in a harsh frost 
I was able to land a 15lb common, but 
still was not happy with the area I 
was fishing. 

I noticed a couple of lads packing 

up closer to the area I had had the 38 
from the previous week, an area I was 
certain they had been holding up, and 
after a chat with Steve who was 
packing up, I decided to move into 
the swim that was becoming vacant. 

I found 3 nice spots at 92 yards out 
and deployed 3 solid bags onto the 
spots. The 38 the week previous had 
fell to a solid bag and i had a good 
feeling setting little traps like that 
would stand me in the best stead of 
tripping a fish or two up. Loaded with 
the ever-faithful CC Moore blood-
worm compound and bloodworm 
dumbbell wafter hook baits I sat back, 
put the kettle on and felt reasonably 
confident – until I saw a good fish 
show in the area I’d just moved from. 

At this point a biting north easterly 
wind had picked up and along with 
that I saw a fish show not far off the 
left-hand rod. Ten minutes later the 
left-hand rod absolutely peeled off 
resulting in a lovely scaly 17lb mirror. 

After safely returning the fish and 
getting the rod back out on the spot I 
then saw another fish show and my 

confidence was growing. 
Half an hour later the left-hand rod 

ramped off again and I could tell I was 
into a better fish straight away. The 
fish fought hard and took me right out 
into the lake. At this point one of the 
members Josh had just turned up into 
the swim and offered to help out with 
netting the fish, that was until the 
left-hand rod absolutely ramped off 
resulting in a double take. That fish 
really fought hard stripping line off 
the reel. I put the fish I was playing 
under a bit more pressure and man-
aged to land it, and I could tell it was 
a thirty when it laid in the net. 

Josh passed me the second rod and 
I then did battle with that fish; this 
fish was in a different league and 
really rucked. I managed to get that 
under control and josh took charge of 
the net and superbly landed the sec-
ond fish with the first 30 already in 
the net. A brace of thirty’s and I could 
tell instantly one was considerably 
bigger.  We careful ly  moved the 
smaller fish into the sling and dealt 
with weighing her and getting a few 

31lb 8oz.



36  Big Carp

Trio of 40s and an Amazing Three Weeks FishingExclusive

36lb 10oz.

39lb 4oz.
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photos – at that point Roy the bailiff 
had turned up and he looked after the 
bigger fish in the net. 

The first fish went 31-8 and after 
treating a couple of wounds from 
where she has been rubbing up in the 
snags she was safely returned. We 
then got the bigger fish onto the mat 
and weighed her, with this one going 
36-10. I was absolutely chuffed, what 
a moment, a double take and a brace 

of thirties! 
With the fish safely returned I then 

got the rods back out on the spot with 
fresh rigs and set about having some-
thing to eat. The wind dropped, sky 
cleared and a freezing cold night 
approached, with the thermometer 
reading -4 degrees. A harsh frost had 
formed so I was surprised when at 
04.15 the middle rod was away and i 
landed a lovely 21 lb mirror. Again, a 

fresh rod and bag was cast back out 
onto the spot and I got back in my 
sleeping bag trying to thaw out. 

Then at 05.50 the right had rod 
ramped off and I just knew it was 
another special fish. After what felt 
like an age due to it being freezing 
cold, I landed the fish and could tell it 
was special, and awfully close to the 
magical 40lb mark. Roy the bailiff had 
turned up ten minutes later so waited 

40lb 1oz – first 40 and a new PB which only lasted one hour and forty minutes.
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I for him to arrive in the swim to assist 
in the weighing and photos of the 
fish. 

This special fish weighed 39-4 and 
I could not be any happier. Once the 
fish was returned, I put the kettle on 
and sat back reminiscing about how 
special a session this was. I did not 
think it could get any better than that, 
but what was to come the following 
week would blow mine or anyone’s 
wildest dreams wide open. I left that 
morning having landed three thirties’, 
two twenties and a high double. I 
could not have been any happier. 

Once I had arrived back home, I 
slowly planted the seed with the wife 
about me managing to squeeze 2 
nights in the flowing week. After a bit 
of a debate, she kindly agreed, and I 
was counting down the days again 
until I could return to the syndicate. 

I managed to arrive back on the 
syndicate late Monday evening 
(19/4/21) and arrived to find the lake 
terribly busy. I had to settle in a swim 
I had done fairly well in previously 
and after deploying three solid bags 
again, I awoke on the Tuesday morn-
ing to the dreaded blank. 

The fish I was seeing show were 
nowhere near me so once bite time 
had passed, I reeled in and kept walk-
ing the bank trying to find a few fish. 
The lake was still very busy come 
mid-day on the Tuesday so the 
chance of a move onto fish was out of 
the question. Just as I was returning 
to my swim, in all  honesty a bit 
despondent, I noticed out the corner 
of my eye a couple of fish just sitting 
two ft under the surface. After seeing 
that a plan was hatched and I decided 
to change over and go all out zigs . I 
didn’t want to make any disturbance, 
as a very slight southerly wind had 
developed, and I started to notice a 
couple more fish moving into my 
water, so I decided to go in with 
adjustable zig rigs. 

I got the first rod out into the area 
I’d seen the two fish and set it two ft 
under the surface. I was just setting 
the other two zig rods up when the 
rod that was out received a single 
bleep, I looked out and after seeing a 
huge boil on the surface the rod tore 
off and I was into a very good fish. 
After a relentless battle on light gear 
which never felt like it was going to 
end i managed to slide the net under 
a stonking mirror. I was absolutely 
jubilant and transferred the net into 

Brace of thirties.

The winning tactic that tripped up the six fish including the three forties
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the sling. At this point josh and 
another member had come round to 
assist in weighing the fish, which 
went 40lb-4oz. I was over the moon. 
After landing thirty-five thirty’s previ-
ously, I’d finally landed the magical 
forty. A new P.B. 

We then photographed the fish and 
two other members who I class as 
friends Dave and Graeme came round 
and congratulated me and assisted 
josh in the photos and returning of 
the fish. 

I sat back in awe at what had just 
happened, and there’s no sweeter 
feeling formulating a plan when and  
nothing was happening and chang-
ing my tactics which resulted in a 
forty. I was over the moon. 

I then got the rod back out after 
tying a fresh zig up and within five 
minutes the rod was away again. This 
time resulting in a lovely 22lb mirror. 
At this point it was clear there were a 
few fish in-front of me now, so a bit of 
carp care was appl ied to a  few 

wounds and the 22 was returned 
swiftly. I rushed to get the rod back 
out quietly back amongst the fish, 
and once that was back out , I then 
applied two other zigs in the swim. 
An hour later and the right-hand rod 
was away again, and instantly I could 
tell I was into a stonking fish yet 
again, which fought like you wouldn’t 
believe. 

After a hairy twenty minute battle I 
slid the net under a colossal mirror 
and instantly thought ‘no way, it can’t 

New PB 41lb mirror – second part of the trio.



WIN A HOLIDAY FOR TWO
Our good friends Steve and Sandy  
Bond have put up a fantastic competition prize 

in Big Carp to celebrate Big Carp’s 
250th issue. Here’s your chance to 

win a Holiday for two including 
food at Lake Bossard.

And it could not be simpler to enter… All, you have 
to do is go to the BOSSARD Facebook page… 
1 You must like the Bossard page. 
2 You must like and share this competition. 
3 And just write “Done”  

in the comments.

Closing date is 
1st December 
2021.

Good luck!

Exclusive distributors for eagle claw 
brands in the UK and Ireland

For more on Reuben Heaton, Sportscale & RH brands 
call 01455 293000 or email info@reubenheaton.com 

Join Reuben Heaton on Facebook for all our latest news FISHING 
RESORT
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be another forty’. I signalled over to 
josh who had been watching the fight 
and he then arrived in the swim. We 
then weighed the fish and the needle 
span round to forty-one on the nose. 
Unreal.  Another 40 at 41lb- and 
another new P.B! 

After some superb photos were 
took by josh the fish was returned and 
a fresh zig was deployed again. 

Not long after that the left-hand rod 
was away resulting in a lovely 28lb 
mirror. I could not believe what was 
happening. 

I then saw a very good fish show 
over the right-hand rod so swiftly 
returned the 28 and set about getting 
a fresh zig tied. The sun had just gone 
down, and darkness was descending 
when the right hand rod pulled up 
tight and exploded into life. 

Again, I could tell I was into a hell 
of a fish and after a nervy battle 
landed another unit. I peered into the 

net and thought surely not again. I 
was shaking at this point and a bit in 
a daze at what was happening. 

I left the fish safely in the net for 
five minutes and composed myself 
before lifting her out the water in the 
sling and weighing the fish, of which 
the needle span round to 40-06. A 
hat-trick of forties. I could not believe 
it. I safely put the fish back in the 
water to rest for five minutes and rang 
Dave Pennington, who was in as 
much disbelief as myself with what 
was happening. He wound in, came 
round and weighed the fish again to 
verify the weight and the needle span 
straight round to 40-06. We were both 
gobsmacked. 

Dave then recognised this fish as 
one of the really old gnarly sought-
after originals known as ‘Bunteys 
Mate’. This fish could certainly tell a 
few stories with the sheer number of 
marks, scars and blemishes on its 

flanks. We then got the photos quickly 
done and retuned the fish safely. 

What an unbelievable four hours of 
fishing. I just could not believe what 
had happened. After a good few cof-
fees, I got the rod back out in the dark 
but had to change over to a 4ft zig as 
it was near on impossible setting the 
zig depth accurately in the dark while 
using an adjustable zig float. 

Come midnight the rod ramped off 
again resulting in a 24lb mirror. 

I swiftly returned that fish and tried 
to get an hour or two sleep but that 
was hard to do. I felt like a kid on 
Christmas Eve, and still feel like that 
now whilst writing this story. 

An unbelievable moment in my 
fishing which il never forget. The 
morning came round and the fish and 
clearly moved off. So I packed up fairly 
early and made the two hour journey 
back home, smiling, laughing and 
grinning like a child all the way.  n

Buntys’ Mate – 40lb 6oz and the third 40 pounder in four hours.
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 Oak Lakes Fisheries 
www.oaklakesfisheries.co.uk 

Day ticket lake (Oak Lake) – £10 a day and £20 for 24 hours. 
Predator Lake – Prices are the same as the day ticket lake for pike during the winter  

– £20 a day and £30 for 24 hours for catfish in the summer.  
Match Lake - £6 for one rod and £10 for two rods. L

ak
e
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18lbs 8oz common for Buddha never walks 
away without catching. An immaculate Oak Lakes connom

No wonder Graham is smiling First season 
on Pipe Lake and he bags the lake record at 
37lbs 8oz weight verified by Richard 
Draycott. Top fishing.

Over the weekend in the bay, Greg Chappell had these three carp at 20lbs 11oz, 16lbs 9oz, and 12lbs 1oz. Good result. 

Second weekend in a row with this 25lbs 2oz 
carp caught using plum ice from Monster 
Baits nice fishing Greg Chappell. 

On 5th May 37lbs 8oz was the Pipe Lake record until now when Eric Hall had the session of his 
life landing two common carp in the space of just over 10 minutes one weighing 40lbs and the 
other 39 lbs, witnessed by another Pipe Lake member who prefers to stay out of the limelight 
but was there to take the photos. The 40 lbs carp was caught on a size 8 hook short rig using 
Atlantic heat 15 mm wafter cultured by Eric with highly attractive powders and glug, the 39 
lbs carp was on a sweet bait called Crimino again cultured with attractives by Eric with same 
rig as the other rod. Nice fishing.

NEW LAKE RECORD – 40lbs COMMON
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The Hidden Gem – 
Heading into the 
Unknown 
Part 2 by Mark and Emma Rose

Exclusive
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A
fter the capture of 
‘ T h e  B i g  C o m -
mon’, at the place 
w e  c a n  o n l y 
describe just as 
‘ T h e  H i d d e n 

Gem’, I decided to fish closer to home 
over the winter months with a plan to 
return towards the end of February/ 
beginning of March 2018. Unfortu-
nately the planned date for the first 
trip was made completely impossible 
due to a loss in the family and with 
the heaviest snow we’d seen for 
many a year and being the track to 
the lake is off road, to say the least it 
wouldn’t have been feasible. 

It wasn’t until 3rd of April that I 
finally managed to venture out. With 
strong Southerly gusts predicted and 
Low Pressure at 993 Mb, I decided on 
a swim known as ‘Signpost’ which 
gave me a nice margin area with 
loads of snags that shallows up. This 
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is an area I find carp tend to fre-
quently find sanctuary, in early Spring 
as they try to warm themselves from 
their Winter slumber. The swim also 
gives access to a lot of open water. 

With the rods on their spots, I sat 
back to watch the water and I would 
say ‘chill’, but it was going to be more 
of a ‘hold on for dear life’! as with 
50mph gusts forecast, it wasn’t going 
to be a relaxing first night.  

By 3am the next morning, the 
winds were joined by heavy down-
pours and with visibility down to a 
minimum I decided to get a couple of 
hours kip. I always make sure I’m up 
just before sunrise as I do find it’s a 
great time for the carp to show their 
whereabouts, but on this particular 
morning it just felt devoid of fish.  

Around half past ten, I decided to 
pull the rods in and go for a wander 
around the lake to see if I could locate 
these wirely old residents, but apart 
from a lone Jack Pike cruising in the 
shallows, my walk was unsuccessful. 
I decided to redo the rods with Dna 
‘The Switch’ Freezer Baits and with a 
small bag of chops and crumb got 
them back out onto the spots.  

I always keep baiting to a minimum 
at this time of year as I always believe 
the carp still aren’t really ready to feed 
properly, as their metabolism is 
already telling them that their first job 
is to warm up to get ready for spawn-
ing. 

Going into the evening, I have to 
say I wasn’t feeling confident with 
the night ahead. It wasn’t even 6pm 
and frost had already start to form.  

At half two, I was woken to a slight 
beep on the receiver and staring out I 
could see under the moonlight my 
bobbin twitching with the very 
recognisable sign of a Bream. I lifted 
the rod and my suspicions were 
proved right with a slab coming in 
across the surface. After returning the 
bream safely and getting the rod back 
on the spot I got back into my bag, 
with of course that, most important, 
hot coffee as it was absolutely baltic.  

At some point I must have drifted 
off, as yet again I was woken by that 
familiar sound I’d heard only a few 
hours earlier and ‘yes’, you guessed it, 
a n o t h e r  B r e a m !  ( We l l ,  I  k n e w 
instantly that when Emma and the 
boys next text me for a catch update, 
I would keep this one quite as they 
like to jokingly call me ‘The Bream 
Queen’!) 
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B I G  C A R P  T O P  T E N - T a c k l e  S h o p

p o i n g d e s t r e s . c o . u k  
Te l :  0 2 3 8 0  5 1 0 0 7 7

ESTABLISHED 1970

B I G  C A R P  T O P  T E N  
C a r p  F i s h e r i e s

Web: cottingtonlakes.co.uk 
Email: cottingtonlakes@outlook.com 

Tel: 01304 380691

B I G  C A R P  T O P  T E N  
Day Ticket Carp Fishery

www.cooleacresfishery.co.uk 
L: 01270 812929 
M: 07747 007669 

e-Mail brian.reilly@live.co.uk 
Like us on Facebook

Our first home-grown 
Coole Acres 30lb common, 

caught 1am, 10th 
February 2020 

(Right in the 50mph teeth 
of storm Ciara!)

Angler: Dave Hogg 
Capture: ‘Oggie’ 30lb
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Because it had just gone half six, I 
decided not to put the rod back out as 
I didn’t want to disturb my other area, 
especially as it looked like the Bream 
had moved in… 

A little later, with the morning sun 
already feeling very warm and with 
both rods now back out, I sat there 
with my porridge, staring at a blank 
with just over 24 hours to go. The plan 
was to leave the rods in situ for the 
remainder of the trip unless indica-
tions told me otherwise, as being a 
tricky water the less disturbance the 
better, in my opinion. 

It was a beautiful Spring day and 
with the lake to myself, I  real ly 
couldn’t complain. As I sat there tak-
ing in the tranquility of this ‘Hidden 
Gem’, I was quickly brought back into 
reality, with my open water rod burst-
ing into life...  

After a frantic battle of trying  to 
keep this carp out of the snags, I got 
my first glimpse of a lovely chestnut 
Mirror breaking the surface. With the 
Carp finally on the bank and in the 
sling, the scales spun round to one 
ounce short of being a 20lb (honesty 
or what?).  It seemed that I had timed 
the capture just right, as walking 

round the venue was Ant the Bailiff, 
who kindly became my photographer 
for the pics… 

I was over the moon with the blank 
saver and would like to say it was fol-
lowed up by another. But, unfortu-
nately I was out the warmth of my pit, 
twice more during the night to two 
more pesky Bream. (At least now I 
could tell Emma and the boys that I 
have now been upgraded to ‘Bream 

King!)  
The next trip took place only a few 

weeks later, but after sitting in on a 
couple of trips the previous year, 
Emma had decided to arm herself 
with a Season ticket and joined me on 
this one for a few nights. 

Arriving at the lake we were sur-
prised as to how quiet it was with 
only one other angler on, pleasure 
fishing. After a quick wander, but with 



Old School Carping 
Volume 2

A bygone age, many would say the 
good old days, a time long ago before 
Facebook, the Internet, or even 
mobile phones!! However did we 
survive? It certainly was a very 
different sort of carp angling to 
today’s high pace, remote control, 
Snapchatting, wannabe blogger’s 
world we find ourselves in.  
 
Our contributors to volume 2 are the 
anglers we aspired to, the heroes of 
that bygone age who were catching 
carp years ago before the hair rig 
when not everyone could catch them 
quite so easily. Bruce Ashby is haulin' 
on Laughing Waters, Leybourne as it 
became known. He and Mike Harris 
were prolific catchers in the sixties, 
with not a boilie or a hair rig in sight. 
Jim Gibbinson was more than a 
legend – a god some would say – 
from an age gone by. Rod 
Hutchinson… well, what can you say 
about this carping genius that has not 
been said before? His fishing and writing have entertained 
us for over a quarter of a century. Ritchie McDonald was 
way ahead of his time, the original pursuer of the largest. 
 
Kevin Maddocks was the man who unlocked the secrets 
of carp fishing to the masses, the angler who made carp 
fishing commercial and astounded us with his catches 40 
years ago and gave the world Carp Fever! Stevie Briggs 
has seen the changes firsthand from his early days in the 
Kent hotbed to globetrotting in search of the biggest it has 
to hold. Also there is a tribute in this book to the late, 
great Vic Gillings from Dick Gaynor. Bill Phillips recalls 
his early days. Richard Skidmore looks back at Redmire, 
and Paul Wilkinson remembers Wormleybury Manor. 
Derek Ritchie reminisces about Essex in the seventies 
when he held the county record. 
 
In this book you will find the anglers, some still well 
known and others perhaps forgotten that were shaping 
our sport thirty or forty years ago… some even longer! 
They were carp anglers from an age of secrecy, of 
originality and invention, carp anglers who were the first 
of their kind to put pen to paper and divulge their 
obsession. 

Our front cover shot is the great 
Bill Quinlan, famous for his 
Redmire catches, whilst the back 
cover is Jack Hilton, a carp angler 
whose tales of old spurred many a 
young man to try his luck for the 
ultimate prize, a fish thought 
virtually uncatchable, the biggest 
and cleverest in the land, the 
mighty king carp… I remember 
so well reading his tales, 
spellbound, almost transported to 
the bank where Sir Jack was on 
his Quest for Carp. 
 
So in this volume, we have many 
new additions to our series. As I 
say, some you will know and 
others you may not, but each had 
his role in moulding today's carp 
scene. Steve Allcott makes a rare  
appearance with his story of a 
Savay record that propelled him 
into stardom in the 80s and made 
him the king of the Colne Valley. 

Rod Hutchinson joins us again, this time with some 
advice on his favourite subject, bait, and some wise words 
on rigs, which still hold true today. Roy Williams talks of 
pioneering France back in the day. Eddie Bates tells a tale 
with a twist. Peter Stone tells the tale of his first big carp. 
Peter Luck and Alan Smith tackle an estate lake. Kris Ford 
looks back to how it was. Paul Hughes gives his 
impressions of Ashlea Pool. Mick Hall catches a monster. 
Mike Starkey has success. Keith Jenkins masters the art of 
blanking. Dave Hyde and Mike Wilson both give us two 
chapters, each on special moments in their long careers. 
Dave Duffy gives us an extract from his diary in the early 
80s, while Andy Wade looks at winter fishing in the same 
era. Brian England catches a holiday thirty. Andy Little 
talks bait together with Terry Dempsey. 
 
Our photo album from the past depicts many old faces 
from an age gone by, an age of mystery and of the 
unknown, an age long gone in today's world of social 
media, YouTube and the Internet… Carp fishing, and in 
some ways life itself, seemed to go at a much slower pace. 
Was it better than today's carp scene? I'll let you read the 
book first and come to your own decision.   

Rob Maylin

PAYPAL ORDERS www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk 
PAY BY CARD – 01252 373658

S I G N E D  C O P I E S  A V A I L A B L E  N O W
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no visible signs we decided on two 
swims, named ‘Concrete’ and ‘Pines’. 
As it was Emma’s first trip I let her 
choose and she settled on ‘Concrete’ . 
Both these swims were towards the 
shallower end of the lake and with the 
weather forecast set to be hot, it 
seemed like the right choice.  

We loaded the Barrows and set off 
along the bumpy tree rooted path. 
Suddenly, half way down and without 
warning the heavens decided to open 
and it wasn’t holding back that’s for 
sure. It was almost monsoon like!  

Soaked to the bone and with every-
thing set up, a change of clothes was 
sorted and I set to the task of finding 
my spots. With a far margin being an 
area I knew the carp patrolled, a rod 
was placed with a couple of pouch 
fulls of ‘The Switch’ over the top. My 
other rod, however, was positioned 
just to the left of me, under a lovely 
old over hanging tree. 

Before I had the chance to get to 
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Emma with the marker rod the heav-
ens decided to open again, so a quick 
retreat to our bivvies was needed, but 
not before Emma decided to chuck 
both rods out onto random spots, as 
she justed wanted her rods in the 
water and we were not sure how long 
the rain was to last.  

As I was sorting out some bits, I 
could hear a Delkim jump into over-
drive. I knew it wasn’t mine as my 
receiver was lifeless. A quick peek 
round my door way and with the rain 
relentless, I could see Emma, rod in 
hand playing a fish. As I went down 
to help her, the fish was ready to be 
netted, with a lovely looking Com-
mon, deemed to be the culprit.  

I quickly retained the fish to wait 
for the rain to clear to get some pics 
(Rules allow 30 minutes) but as I 
started to wander back, Emma’s other 
rod burst into life and another battle 
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commenced. With the fish safely landed the rain 
decided to stop and peering over the net cord, we 
could see a stunning Mirror looking back at us. 
These are the strain of Carp that really keep you 
coming back for, regardless of size.  

With another quick change of clothes and the 
camera equipment ready the Common was the 
first to be weighed and at 15lb 13oz a great way to 
open her account on this challenging venue. The 
Mirror was then weighed and the needle settled 
on 22lb 13oz which at the time was a new PB for 
Emma. And what a way to open your account with 
two fish in less than twenty minutes, especially 
with what transpired to be a Pub Chuck.... 

With the weather now completely at the other 
end of the scale, the trees around us looked like a 
launderette with items of clothing strewn every-
where, trying to dry. So we decided to sit back to 
enjoy a lovely chicken salad and a cold beer. 

 Just before dark we redid the rods, but it looked 
like with the commotion from the two earlier cap-
tures, the fish had done the off, which unfortu-
nately by first light had proved right with not even 
a single beep between us .... 

After the manic opening to our trip, expecta-
tions were high. But the next 48 hours passed by 
uneventfully and with no signs of the fish moving 
back and no chance of moving swims due to the 



Available in the website shop at

www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk 
Pay with PayPal, or if you prefer to pay by card,

call the order line on 01252 373658

Now available direct from
Bountyhunter Publications is a
signed copy of Dave Lane’s

fourth book, Fine Lines. Whether
you are an avid fan and

following on from Dave’s first
books or delving into his world

for the first time, you are bound
to be entertained, amazed and

left wanting yet more of his
adventures. Together with his

faithful hound, Padwar, he has
travelled the land in search of
monster carp and catalogued

his experiences in his own
inimitable style, which is
peppered with humour,

disasters, bizarre occurrences,
and, ultimately, success.

Dave’s writing style has always focused on painting the entire picture so that you,
the reader, can feel as if you are there on the bank beside him at all times, sharing

in the experiences every step of the way. The big carp scene is a weird and
mysterious place, and although Dave fishes right at the pinnacle of this strange

world, he always seems to find time for a bit of fun along the way, so sit back and
enjoy the ride. It’s a must read for novice and experienced carp anglers alike.

Price £30
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CARPING AFTER-CUT
At last, the third book from the UK’s most prolific catcher, Jim Shelley.

Following in the footsteps of his sellout second book, Carping Re-Cut, this book
documents Jim’s fishing over the last few incredible years. No one comes within
light years of Jim’s captures over this time with numerous 50-pluses from some

very testing venues and a shed full of backup 30s and 40s.

Here is what Jim 
had to say…
“My new book is finally
here, ‘Carping AFTER-
CUT’, after spending
hundreds of hours
writing it bankside.
Come join me in the
next installment
detailing my highs and
lows over the last few
years, starting from
Charnwood, Ellis,
Dinton, Fen, Swavesey,
Woolpack, Bayeswater,
Sutton, Buchan plus
some poaching for good
measure.
Like ‘Carping RE-CUT’,
there will be plenty
going on to keep you
gagging for more.”

£35.00 plus £3.00 post UK

Buy it here with paypal: www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk
or pay by card on our ORDER HOTLINE 01252 373658

Order NOW – don’t delay! This book will sell out fast, as the print run was only
3,000 copies. Carping Re-Cut sold out, and secondhand copies are now £100!!

ALL BOOKS ARE
SIGNED BY JIM
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lake now being packed, we really 
were going through the motions as 
they say .....  

Undeterred, we loaded the car and 
vowed to return sooner, rather than 
later.  

Our next trip planned, coincided 
with a very warm spell and with it 
being a little way from home a quick 
message to Ant the bailiff confirmed 
my fears that the fish were spawning, 
so that put the plans on hold for the 
second time that year.  

With other trips booked and other 
commitments we didn’t find our-
selves returning until later in the year. 

Being August, high temperatures 
and pressure, as well as the lake being 
very busy, indicates that the fishing 
was definitely going to be tricky.  

We spent the first hour just observ-
ing the water from the Dam Wall and 
with most anglers on the Public Bank 
towards the Shallows, we decided to 
go a bit mad and head for the deeper 
water on the hope that the angling 
pressure would push the Carp our 
way. We finally settled in swims 
known as, ‘Snag Xmas Tree’ and 
‘Kimberleys’.  

The first 48 hours passed by with-
out even a beep and with the whole 
lake seemingly in a shutdown, every-
one was in the same boat, but we 
were still confident going into the 
third day.  

It was the early hours when yet 
again I could hear Emma scrambling 
out of her bivvy and lifting into what 
seemed a very lively fish. After a 
lengthy battle it was Emma ‘One’ and 
Carp ‘Nil’, as a Common slid smoothly 
over the net cord. Peering in another 
20lb fish was looking back, eventually 
settling at 20lb 10oz on the scales.  

My mind was now playing tricks! 
Emma was caining me after my blank 
on the last trip and getting one on this 
trip, especially after I followed up her 
capture with two Bream. Really!! 

With saying “Goodnight” and a 
very sarcastic “Good Luck” and “Give 
a shout if you need me’’, I retired to 
my bivvy with a hundred and one 
thoughts going through my mind.  

In the early hours of the morning, I 
decided to catapult 20 or so freebies 
out over both spots and just after 7am 
the decision paid off with a lovely 
19lb 4oz scale, landed. But more 
importantly the pressure was finally 
off.  

The forecast, however, was on the 

change. After hot calm days the next 
24 hours were showing to be 40+ 
winds and heavy rain. So with that in 
mind, it was time to batton down the 
hatches. It certainly didn’t disappoint 
when it hit and after quite a scary few 
hours of being bivvy bound, it resided 
temporarily and within minutes of the 
last drop of rain, you guessed it, 
Emma was in again! 

It was game on and after getting it 
away from the snags like a ‘pro’ and 
me on netting duties a beautiful 24lb 
12oz  Common was  landed  and 
another new PB for her. Bragging 
rights were certainly back on her side, 
but all joking aside I was over the 

moon for her.  
Later that afternoon I managed to 

get in on the action with a lovely little 
15lb 12oz Common, caught on a DNA 
‘The Switch’ Half Tone Wafter. This 
was definitely a much needed confi-
dence boost with the lake fishing so 
hard.  

Going into the final night and with 
the only four fish landed on the venue, 
coming to our rods, we were very 
pleased under the circumstances. 

The final sunrise arrived. As I 
started to pack up, unfortunately I 
was taken out by an over friendly 
Goose, who got too close to my rod 
tips. After quickly redoing my rods, I 
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went back to my chores, whilst allow-
ing the lines to sink.  

With my back to my rods, I could 
hear the lovely sound of line being 
stripped from my rods, as I hadn’t yet 
put my alarms and bobbins on. After a 
very nervy fight, the net was slid 
under a very stunning dark 20lb 6oz 
Common and the final fish of the trip.  

I always believe in taking good  
memories away from every trip. At 
the end of the day fishing is just fish-
ing and enjoyment is what it’s all 
about. Everything else is an added 
bonus.  This turned out to be our last 
trip to the ‘Hidden Gem’ till this date 
as the venue, had a problem early the 
following year and a number of fish 
were sadly lost, including one of the 
big Mirrors that was on my hit list.  

The place was kind to us and luck-
ily with great work effort from the 
team of dedicated Bailiffs, the prob-
lem was resolved and is now slowly 
on its way back to its former glory.   

We look forward to returning, and 
who knows, it may even be this year? 

Until next time.  n
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To celebrate the 250th issue of Big Carp 

magazine, Bountyhunter Publications have put 

up a fantastic prize of 18 carp books worth £540!
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MEGA COMPETITION
WIN £540 WORTH OF BOUNTYHUNTER BOOKS

The Darker Side Of Carp Fishing, Under The Radar, River Carping, Canal Carping,  
Urban Carping, Rotary Letter Volume 1, Off The Beaten Track, More River Carping, 

Advanced Terminal Rigs, Bait And Baiting Strategies, River’s End,  
Rotary Letter Volume 2, Watercraft, Rotary Letter Volume 3, Rotary Letter Volume 4, 

Tactics Spring/Summer, Tactics Autumn/Winter, Further Off The Beaten Track

One lucky winner gets...

You also get two chances to win!! 

Chance 1 – Go to the Rob Maylin Facebook fan page and ‘like’ it. 

Go to the competition post (pinned at the top), like and share it and post 

‘done’ in the messages. It’s as simple as that! 

Chance 2 – Go to the Big Carp magazine page and ‘like’ it. 

Go to the competition post (pinned at the top),  

like and share it and post ‘done’ in the messages. 

It’s as simple as that! 

Rob will pick one winner at random on the closing date – 1st December, 2021

Get liking 
and good luck,  

Rob Maylin
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Jim Shelley is the UK’s most prolific hunter of big 
carp. He is a carp fishing force of nature and no carp 
can withstand his pursuit for long. He has carved 
out a career in carp fishing with an iron will and 
perspiration, and this book is the physical 
embodiment of that drive. Every single word is 
testament to the fact that Jim won’t ever give up. He 
taught himself to write so that he could genuinely 
say that he’d written this huge book unaided. That is 
just what he has done too. 
 
Inside you’ll find the truth… the whole truth. 
Nothing has been airbrushed and at times Carping 
Re-Cut can make for uncomfortable reading. It’s 
gritty, it deals with difficult situations that Jim found 
himself on and off the bank. Let’s not forget, 
throughout a portion of this book, Jim’s wife Jane 
battled with cancer and if the strain took its toll, 
then Jim has written about the consequences, and 
left nothing out! Carping Re-Cut tells the story of a 
man driven to catch the biggest and best carp out 
there. There are colourful and touching moments 
along the way and of course, there are the fish! This 
book holds beautiful images of many of the fish that 
captured the hearts of carp men throughout the last 
decade or so. Eventually, Jim worked out how to 
catch them all, and the way that he did it is laid bare 
here for you to read. 
 
So, join Jim on a journey that starts in ‘bandit 
country’ near Heathrow, passes east through 
Cambridgshire and Norfolk before swinging back via 
Royal Berkshire, and plunging deep into the jungle 
that is the mysterious Colnemere, as Jim searches for 
the ultimate prize, the Black Mirror. One thing’s for 
sure, it won’t be dull! 
 
At last the long awaited second book from carp 
fishing’s No.1 angler is available direct from 
Bountyhunter Publications. Carping Re-Cut is the 
follow up to Jim’s highly successful first book 
Carping Un Cut and is a mammoth size publication 
containing over 400 beautiful colour plates, exclusive 
stories and an incredible amount of huge carp from 
waters far and wide. Jim always was a great carp 
angler but over the past few seasons he has evolved 

into the ultimate catching machine. Water after 
water, target after target and record after record have 
fallen to this sometimes controversial angler, 
nevertheless no one can deny his ability and no carp 
is uncatchable once Jim sets his mind to it. Jim’s first 
book was a great read and it’s sometimes hard for an 
author to match the quality of his first book, 
however this is not the case with Carping Re-Cut. 
This book is a revelation and no carp angler of any 
ability, age or status should miss out on what is 
definitely the book of the decade from the world’s 
greatest carp angler. 
 
PRICE £34.99 
 
CHEAP POSTAGE £4.99 UK £15 EUROPE
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I
n my last article I covered my 
first trip to the famous Horton 
Church Lake. The dream to 
fish this historical lake, which 
was 20 years in the making, 
had finally become reality. 

After catching two carp on the initial 
outing, including a fish on my first 
cast and one of the highly sought 
after originals, I was on cloud nine 
and buzzing to get back to the lake as 
soon as I possibly could. The internal 
fire and desire to be on the bank was 
intoxicating, and in the weeks follow-
ing my first visit nothing else occu-
pied my mind except Horton and 
when I could get back. Unfortunately 
work was extremely busy during this 
period and two months had passed 
before my next trip. It was late July by 
the time I found myself eagerly sitting 
in Dubai Terminal 3 ready for the 7 
hour red eye flight back to the UK. 
The anticipation for the session 
ahead was immense and I didn’t 
sleep a wink on the overnight flight. 
Not being able to sleep, I instead 
decided on tying up rigs to pass the 
flight time, which drew some very 
weird looks from my fellow Emirates 
passengers. Having checked the 
weather conditions in the week lead-
ing up to my session, the forecasts 
showed conditions which were far 
from ideal. The summer heat was due 
to post temperatures of 30 degrees 
plus which would make getting a bite 
even more challenging. Armed with 
some much needed factor 50 sun 
cream I got to the lake around midday 
Monday ready for the 5 day session 
ahead. 

The lake was fairly quiet with only 
a few anglers on. This allowed for 
plenty of options and lots of water to 
target. After lapping the lake for a 
good 2 hours I settled on the area 
where I had had such great success 
last time out. The area known as ‘Dog 
Bay’, which offers slightly shallower 
depths compared to the rest of the 
lake, had an abundance of weed pre-
sent and this naturally drew the carp 
to the area. Standing at the end of the 
lake the carp were clearly visible sun-
ning themselves in the mid-summer 
sun. The occasional back of a torpedo 
like grass carp broke the water’s sur-
face which confirmed their added 
presence to the now growing piscato-
rial ensemble. Back in the swim and 
after some careful leading around, I 
found the dynamics of the swim had 

(Top) Final swim of article two bites. (Centre) Morning rise, first session season. 
(Bottom) PB tench.
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changed since my last visit. The spots 
had got smaller and the left hand 
spot, which had produced the first 
bite, was non-existent. Alas, an hour 

spent leading around found two likely 
looking areas where I could present a 
bait. Order of the day rig wise was the 
same as last time out, flick rigs with 

small bright pop ups and 40 to 50 free 
baits fired around each rod. 

Unlike my prior trip, the first 24 
hours passed uneventfully without 
even a single bleep. During the day, 
attempts to get some activity going 
on the surface were met by a resilient 
and determined army of seagulls, who 
decimated any free offerings that 
floated the bay’s surface. The fish 
however, were clearly enjoying the 
dense sanctuary of weed that the bay 
offered. They spent the day cruising 
around its mass labyrinth of channels 
and tunnels without a care in the 
world. Nothing else catch wise had 
been reported, and with the carp’s 
presence still evident, I decided to 
stay put in the current location in Dog 
Bay.   

Wednesday morning and I was 
awoken by the sound of the dawn 
chorus. Robins and thrushes tweeting 
the early morning’s alarm call which 

(Top) Blue Pool 28lb. 
(Left) Springates morning.
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Buzza.

alerted me to the need for a strong 
coffee to get the day’s events under-
way. With another quiet night having 
played out, I sat there wondering 
what the next plan of attack would 
be. Based on my last visit and some 
prior information, I was informed the 
lake tends to offer bites between first 
light and midday. Coffee drank, I kept 
my eyes fixated on the water in front 
of me. The odd patch of bubbles 
became evident within the myriads of 
floating weed, thus confirming the 
fish’s early morning arrival to the 
area. Out of the blue, and without 
prior warning, the right hand rod 
which was placed on a gravel spot at 
around 40 yards, let out two single 
beeps. Bobbin static, logic told me 
this must be a liner. 

Just as the initial adrenaline started 
to subside, the alarm let out another 
beep, fo l lowed by  another  and 
another. Eyes on the rod, the bobbin 
climbed slowly but surely towards the 
top of the NTXR’s summit. Once 
there, the unmistakably beautiful 
pinging sound of the braid leaving the 
line clip…. And the rod was away. 
Two months of anticipation and 

excitement had finally come to junc-
ture. Gently lifting into the rod con-
firmed fish on. The fish however, had 
already managed to find the sanctu-
ary of the Amazonian-like weed beds 
and the rod was solid. Repeating the 
same process as the last trip, I slack-
ened the reel off to get to a higher 
point behind the swim and change 
the line angle going into the water. 
‘Second time lucky’ as they say 
because the plan worked and the fish 
was once again moving. Kiting from 
the center of the bay to my left, the 
fish trudged along in open water. With 
the danger of the weed beds clear, I 
sunk the line of the left hand rod and 
got the landing net readied. Just as I 
was visioning the thought of seeing 
another Horton leviathan emerge 
from the depths, what was a healthy 
bend in my rod suddenly straight-
ened, the heavy weight on the end of 
the line was no more, and just like 
that… the fish was gone. No reason, 
no snags, no weed: one minute it was 
there, the next it wasn’t. What fol-
lowed was a string of profanity that 
could have raised the brow of Frankie 
Boyle… nonetheless, the fish was 

long gone. 
Now, for anyone who reads this and 

has lost fish before, you will know it is 
arguably the worst feeling in the 
world when it suddenly dawns on you 
that the fish is lost and gone. It takes 
a moment or two of intensely reeling 
in to realise the fish hasn’t raced 
towards you. However, once reality 
hits, it’s a stomach wrenching sick 
feeling with which no words can pro-
vide any solace. I sank to the deck, 
rod in one hand and just collected my 
thoughts.  

Upon retrieving the rig I found the 
rig to be fine, the hook was still super 
sharp and nothing pointing to what 
could have occurred. Despite being 
utterly gutted I had to put it down as 
‘just one of those things’ and tried to 
focus on getting another opportunity 
in the remaining days ahead. 

Despite the action the bay had 
brought that morning, the next 24 
hours once again proved fruitless. The 
activity in the bay had fallen since my 
arrival and as such, I made the deci-
sion to look for another opportunity 
elsewhere. The beautiful thing about 
Horton, especially in the summer, 
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when the midday sunshine illumi-
nates the lake’s deep and crystal clear 
margins, is that the carp can be found 
fairly easily once you have lapped the 
lake a few times. It was on my fourth 
or fifth lap that I noticed a small group 
of carp sunning themselves in front of 
the south bank, in an area known as 
Weedy Bay. Now, it doesn’t take a 
rocket scientist to understand why 
the area is named as such: the area 
has an abundance of weed close to 
the bank that the carp love to sit in. 
With the dense thick weed growth, 
the carp can mill about and enjoy the 
day’s summer rays in perceived rela-
tive safety. The area itself has a beau-
tiful margin that slopes away into a 
solid wall of weed at around 20 yards 
directly in front of the swim. Having 
found the fish, and with two nights 
left of the trip, I decided that this area 
would present a good opportunity to 
drop in for the night. With the bottom 
so clearly visible no leading around 
was needed. The first rig was dropped 
in the margin to my right, in between 

some patches of weed. The second 
rig was presented directly in front just 
before the main weed bed. Rig wise, 
given the clear bottom, I moved to flu-
oro D-Rigs and wafters to get a more 
natural presentation. 

Despite fish crashing in the weed 
and just beyond it, the night passed 
uneventfully. I awoke the next morn-
ing scratching my head as to why I 
had not had a bite. The morning 
passed and two more fish showed 
directly over the left hand rod without 
so much of an occurrence on the rig 
end. This, as I would later realize, was 
my first taste of the frustration Horton 
can offer, and something I was to 
experience in greater depth on future 
visits. 

As the early morning passed, the 
sun graciously elevated into the light 
blue sky and the fish could be seen 
casually cruising around the lake’s 
surface. By midday there was a group 

(Left) Guzzler in the net. 
(Below) Lesters.
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of 10 or so carp lingering in the weed 
bed in front, moving casually from 
spot to spot. With them so visibly 
clear on the lake’s surface, the temp-
tation to try for them on the surface 
was too much. Rods reeled in, 5 
pouches of pre-soaked floating pellets 
were fired to the right of the weed 
bed so they could gently drift in on 
the light wind over the top of the 
carp. To my amazement, the army of 
seagulls seemed preoccupied else-
where, so when the carp started tak-
ing the floaters I knew there was a 
chance of a bite. 

Adrenaline pumping and shaking 
like I had drank 2 liters of Redbull that 
morning, I managed to quickly get the 
floater rod set up. Hook bait wise, a 
pop up that was shaved down to the 
size of the pellets was used. The rod 
was then cast out to the right of the 
feeding fish so it could silently drift 
down over the weed bed and on top 
of the feeding fish. Within minutes the 
rig was in the strike zone, and once 
there it only took 30 seconds before 
one carp came up, lips clearly pro-
truding the surface layer before dis-
appearing with the white pop up 
hook bait. Just as the line straight-
ened I struck the rod fully expecting 

the 2.5lb test curve blank to compress 
under the weight of an angry carp. 
The reality however was a controller 
float and around 25 yards of line 
heading towards my head at warp 
speed mac 3….. luckily the morning 
coffee had kept my attention alert, as 
I managed to duck the missile like 
projectile with it ending up in a tree 
behind the swim. Ok, Opportunity 
one missed – round one to the carp, 
but I wasn’t going to give up that 
easy. 

With the carp unperturbed they 
continued to eat the remaining free 
offerings that floated out in front of 
the swim. Hook link and hook bait 
checked, another five pouches of free 
offerings were dispersed, and the rig 
was sent out past the feeding fish and 
drawn back to the spot as before. A 
few more carp had joined the party 
which made the feeding competition 
more intense, and like before it wasn’t 
long before  another  set  o f  l ips 
engulfed the white hook bait, the line 
straightened, the controller shot for-
ward and I was in. Instantly the fish 
dived deep into the dense raft-like 
weed bed and was solid. Unlike previ-
ous lock ups, I was fully aware I was 
fishing using a size 10 hook with 7lb 

line. With this in mind I knew I had to 
take my time. Luckily the main spool 
was loaded with braid which kept me 
in direct contact with the fish. After 
15 minutes had passed the battle of 
patience became telling, and as luck 
would have it I was on the winning 
side because finally the fish kicked 
itself free and it was fish on again. 
Eager not to allow it back into the 
large weed bed, I kept the pressure on 
and slowly walked to the back of the 
swim. Once at the back of the swim I 
quickly pumped the reel to regain as 
much line as possible. With most of 
the line regained, soon the fish was 
freely plodding up and down the crys-
tal clear margin in front of me. A few 
moments later, she came up, two 
gulps of air and just like that she 
drifted into the waiting net. The sheer 
relief that transcended my body was 
overwhelming. It may have not been 
the biggest carp in the world, but 
after the week’s record breaking sum-
mer temperatures, the pain of losing 
one earlier in the trip coupled with 
one of the most nerve wracking fights 
in memory, to finally see if go over the 
draw cord was a moment I  wi l l 
always cherish. To make matters even 
better I had two close friends on hand 

Guzzler.
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to share the moment and help with 
the photos. On the mat the carp went 
30.8lb and was a carp known as 
Buzza. To add to the festivities the 
carp was a new surface caught per-
sonal best. 

With the carp returned the focus 
was back on the spot out in front. 
Despite my best efforts to get the carp 
feeding again, it was clear the com-
motion of catching the mirror had 
pushed them out of the area. The last 
evening of the session passed with-
out event, and just as quickly as I had 
arrived I found myself sitting in 
Heathrow Terminal 2 ready for the 
flight home. What was clear to me 
was the session had been a huge 
learning curve and I couldn’t wait to 
get back to the lake in one month’s 
time. 

I managed to get back to Horton for 
two more trips that season, once in 
August and once in September. Hav-
ing had 4 bites in my first 8 nights I 
was hugely confident in getting 
another opportunity that season, but 
as I alluded to earlier Horton has an 
ability to frustrate you and kick you in 
the teeth even when you think you 
have it sussed. There was no lack of 
effort: up before first light, moving on 
f ish, stalking various areas, but 

despite the energy I just couldn’t 
seem to nick a bite in the remaining 
sessions. It is times like this the con-
fidence in your approach is tested. To 
make matters worse each blank 
ended with a 14 hour trip home and at 
least months in between where Hor-
ton would play on my mind. The 
problem with overthinking and time 
in between sessions is you start ques-
tioning your rigs, your baiting tactics 
and wondering when you will be able 
to return to set the record straight. 
The months spent overthinking the 
last two blank sessions were utterly 
consuming, but luckily just as the 
winter had started, it was over and 
the new 2019 season had begun. 

Like before, ticket renewed, flight 
plans were made for April time. I 
made it across for the opening day of 
the season full of eager anticipation 
for the season ahead. The lake was 
busy and having my name pulled late 
out in the draw, I found myself in an 
unfancied swim well away from the 
carp that had shown themselves that 
morning. As expected, the trip proved 
fruitless and it was another 2 months 
before I found myself back in the UK 
for another fishing trip. Before getting 
back on Church I had a much needed 
3 night social at Blue Pool in Reading. 

The trip was a brilliant one and pro-
duced 4 fish to just under 30lb. Some-
times when things aren’t going your 
way on your target water, having a 
break, fishing elsewhere and catching 
a few can make all the difference in 
providing that much needed confi-
dence boost. Leaving Blue Pool, I 
raced down the M4 to Horton full of 
excitement at what the session might 
bring. 

Arriving at the lake the sun was 
shining and fish could be seen cruis-
ing in the area known as the Plateau. 
It was something I couldn’t ignore 
and as such I set up in one of the 
swims that can access the Plateau 
area from the North Bank. 24 hours 
into the session and I finally had my 
first run of the season, the NTXR’s 
long lost sound echoing out for atten-
tion. As soon as lifted the rod I knew 
it wasn’t one of the Church Lake carp 
that had evaded me for so long, 
instead proving to be a new personal 
best tench at just under 10lb. The last 
night of the trip I finally managed to 
get into one of my fancied areas, and 
after leading around for a good hour I 
found a lovely spot just off the plateau 
at the lodge end of the lake. The spot 
was small and it took a good number 
of casts to get it bang on. At 3am the 
next morning, the carefully placed rod 
pulled up slightly, letting out 3 single 
beeps on the NTXR before the bobbin 
returned to its initial position. On 
closer inspection the line was still in 
the clip, the tip and bobbin unmoved. 
I went back to bed putting it down to 
a liner and hoped it would ramp off 
come sunrise. 

Only on reeling in the next day did 
I realize the gravity of the error I had 
made only a few hours before… I had 
been well and truly done! Reeling in I 
found the rig to be a good 20 yards to 
the right from where it had been cast. 
After such a long blank period I felt 
like the carp gods were well and truly 
against me. Flying home I felt utterly 
dejected. What was I doing wrong? 
What had changed? Questions bat-
tered my head as to an answer. I had 
put maximum effort in but got zero in 
return. Fortunately I was due back in 
4 weeks’ time to try and end what 
had been a grueling and frustrating 
blank period. 

With the blank sessions having 
built up, July couldn’t come quick 
enough and before I knew it I was 
once again on the plane headed for 

Thick tail head.
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the UK. I had 5 nights planned, the 
first 3 nights on Church before fishing 
a pair’s match in the British Carp Cup 
at Thorney Weir. The lake was quiet 
and I set up in a swim where I had 
seen fish on arrival the first morning. 
The first 48 hours were quiet and 
Church Lake once again demon-
strated its frustrating personality. Fish 
were all over me on the first morning, 
crashing directly over both rods. With 
all the activity I stood next to the rods 
waiting for them to rip off, however 
not so much as a sniff was received 
on the rig end. Hoping for a repeat 
show the second morning was a non-
event. With one night to go I was 
anticipating a 5th blank session in a 
row and wondered whether a last 
night move was on the cards. Being 
July, by midday the summer sun was 
once again boasting its bright rays 
which glazed across the lake’s 
turquoise blue surface. Rods reeled in, 
I went for my now regimented mid-
day laps of the lake to see whether I 
could find an opportunity elsewhere. 
Lapping the lake, the carp were 
clearly visible in both the bays and by 
the looks of it, open to a floater or two. 

Back to camp, gear packed down and 
the floater rod set up, I spent the day 
chasing the lake’s resident carp in 
Dog Bay. After a number of hours, 
some near misses, and a militia of 
birdlife that would make David Atten-
borough grin from ear to ear, I was 
carpless and had all but given up. 

Pushing the barrow back round to 
the North Bank from Dog Bay I passed 
the area known as Weedy Bay. This 
was the area where I had caught off 
the top the year before. On closer 
inspection there were 5 or so carp 
milling around in the weed about 20 
yards from the bank. With the floater 
rod already set up, I fired some float-
ing pellets out to the area and stood 
behind a tree observing their reac-
tion, whilst also hoping not to alert 
the seagulls as to my presence in the 
swim. Not 15 seconds passed before 
the sight of a big set of rubbery lips 
consumed the f i rst  pel let .  Next 
another, and then another. Within the 
first 60 seconds I had at least 3 feed-
ing fish taking the free offerings. No 
messing about here, actions stations! 
I quickly grabbed the rod and fired it 
out past the feeding activity, only to 

then slowly retrieve it to where the 
fish were feeding. 

With the hook bait in place, I went 
to grab the catapult to fire more free 
offerings out when the rod was liter-
ally pulled from my grip… finally!...  it 
was fish on! Hooking into this fish 
was a completely different affair to 
the last time. Instead of trying to bury 
itself in the weed it went on a savage 
40 yard run into the center of the lake. 
All hopes were that it would slow 
down because I was on a size 10 
hook, 7lb line and any attempts to 
clamp down on it would surely end in 
tears. Luckily it did finally stop and 
turn, although now it was a good 70 
yards from the bank. Then came the 
tense task of getting it back from the 
middle of the lake, over the dense 
weed bed and into the margins where 
it could happily tire itself out. With 
some gentle persuasion, I managed to 
coax the fish back to the weed bed 
from where I hooked it, and as luck 
would have it, it stayed on the surface 
without diving into the depths of 
weed. Once clear of the wall of weed 
in front, in the gin clear margins it 
motored up and down for 5 minutes 

Thick tail common.
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before slowly but surely it tired, hit 
the surface and glided into the wait-
ing net. And just like that, after 4 
immensely frustrating blank sessions, 
numerous nights of fishing, days 
relentlessly chasing carp, I had finally 
landed a much needed Horton carp 
and all within 15 minutes of casting 
out. 

With the net secured, I managed to 
locate some help from one of the 
bailiffs for the weighting and photos. 
Only on the mat did we realize what 
had just been landed. One of the 
lake’s main characters, a fish known 
as Lesters that normally goes mid to 
upper 40s. However at a spawned out 
weight of 38.8lb not only was it a sur-
face caught PB, it was a UK personal 
best mirror. Size in this instance was 
unimportant. The relief to finally settle 
the score with a lake, that had pro-
vided so much happiness initially but 
really kicked my backside the past 
year, was finally over. That last night I 
celebrated with a much earned bottle 
of red wine and I couldn’t have been 
happier. 

I had one more trip planned that 
year, taking place at the end of 
August. Work had been relentless, so 
when flights were booked for a 4 
night trip, I couldn’t wait to get back 
on the bank for some much needed 
R&R.  The  renewed conf idence 
instilled from the last trip’s capture 
was apparent. I got to the lake at first 
light full of confidence and immedi-
ately found the fish in the middle 
body of the lake. Based on my initial 
observations I decided on a swim 
known as Springates. The swim itself 

sits on a point in between Dog Bay 
and Church Bay, but provides great 
access to the middle and deeper parts 
of the lake. The swim also provides a 
beautiful panoramic view of the lake 
which makes fish spotting that much 
easier. Once set up, some initial lead-
ing around confirmed the deep water 
in front was fairly clear of weed. As 
such, Ronnie rigs with 12mm pop ups 
were placed at 45 yards range with 40 
free offerings distributed around each 
rig. Just as the sun started to set two 
carp rolled close to the area where my 
right hand rod was situated. With the 
obvious fish activity I went to bed full 
of anticipation and excitement, hop-
ing I could be re-acquainted with one 
of Horton’s special carp. 

As it turned out the night was a 
quiet one, and as the sun started to 
reveal the misty morning’s dew, the 
dawn’s chorus made its presence 
known and I sat there, coffee in hand, 
still feeling as though there was a 
chance of a bite. A few shows around 
8am confirmed the carp were still in 
the area. By 10:30am however, with 
the traditional bite time having 
passed, I felt like the opportunity of a 
bite had passed. Just as I was on the 
phone to my wife back home, the 
right hand let out two beeps on the 
NTXR. “I will call you back!!” and 
with the phone abruptly hung up I got 
to the rod just in time for the bobbin 
to pull up tight, the line ping out of 
the clip and the rod was away in full 
‘Kerry Katona’ aka one toner mode. 
On it in a flash and lifting into the fish, 
the rod took a beautifully compressed 
arch as  the  f i sh  s teamed away 

towards the center of the lake. No 
mistake this time: this definitely was-
n’t a tench or stockie, because the fish 
held its ground and stayed deep; 
every foot of line gained the fish retal-
iated by taking another two. After 10 
minutes the fish was around 20 yards 
in front of the swim. The swim at the 
time had a long type of ribbon weed 
that extended from the bottom to just 
under the lake’s surface. With the fish 
close in it decided it would make one 
more attempt for freedom and dive 
into the ribbon weed, making a final 
bid to rid itself from my size 4 curve 
shank hook. Luckily, and due to the 
benefits of fishing a braided mainline, 
the  f i sh ’s  at tempts  were  fut i le 
because with steady pressure the fish 
soon popped up from the weed and a 
deep bodied mirror was slid into the 
waiting net first time of asking. 

Fight over and with the fish safely 
secured in the landing net, I sat on the 
grassy bank and took a moment for 
myself, just to reconcile with the 
events that had occurred. Another 
angler called Dan who was fishing 
next door came round to help with 
the weighing and photos. On the mat 
the fish looked huge, its deep bodied 
frame and broad back made it look all 
of forty pounds plus. We were sur-
prised when the needle span round 
and settled on 38.12lb. After changing 
scales and repeating the process the 
weight was confirmed as a few 
ounces shy of 39lb. Nonetheless, this 
represented a new personal best mir-
ror by 4 ounces and more importantly, 
it was the second bite in a row in con-
secutive sessions. With the photos 
done in the beautiful summer sun-
shine the fish swan away strongly 
back to its crystal clear watery home. 
The fish was a fish later confirmed as 
“The Guzzler” and normally one of 
the lake’s 40lb plus residents. This 
capture represented the second 
known “40lb plus” fish that I had 
caught post spawning under 40lb and 
provided the added confidence that 
the tactics and rigs were working. 
After the morning’s capture, the day 
plotted its course and I decided to 
spend another night in Springates. 
Unlike the evening before, the fish 
activity had melted off further down 
the lake and on the third morning, 
after a very quiet night with no activ-
ity, I decided a move was needed to 
try and get back on the fish. 

I had been up early that morning North Bank towards Plateau.
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and noticed the carp showing further 
down the lake, towards the center 
part of the main body of the lake. I 
could reach the area by fishing either 
the north or the south bank, however 
based on the shows the fish were 
skewed towards the south side of the 
lake. The decision to move was made, 
and by midday I was set up in the 
new swim on the south bank feeling 
very happy with my decision. The fish 
had made their presence known with 
two shows occurring just on my 
arrival into the swim. Tactics wise, 
small changes to the last approach 
were made. Ronnie rigs with small 
pop ups on the rig end and instead of 
us ing a  boi l ie  on ly  approach, I 
decided on putting 15 spombs of par-
ticle over each rod. The rods were 
fished at 80 yards range on a beauti-
fully clear gravel spot.  

Each rod went out first time of ask-
ing with one of those ‘that’s a bite’ 
drops confirming the rods were fish-
ing perfectly on the target area. A few 
shows just on darkness meant I didn’t 
get to sleep until late that night, with 
the anticipation of another bite being 
overwhelming. After watching the 

water well into darkness, I finally 
went to bed around 1am and entered 
dreamland hoping for another Horton 
goliath. 

Having gone to bed late the night 
before and after several 4am starts, 
the jetlag and tiredness had finally 
caught up with me. As such, the 
alarm was set for 7am so I could have 
a bit of a lay in and conserve my 
energy for the last 24 hours of the ses-
sion. By 6am however, my much 
needed plans of a lay in were well and 
truly destroyed as I was awoken from 
my slumber by a barbaric one toner. 
No single beeps or warnings here, one 
moment in the land of nod having a 
dinner date with Megan Fox, the next 
all hell broke loose with the left hand 
rod peeling off line at a rate of knots. 
In a complete daze, I fell from the bed 
chair and stumbled down to the rods. 
Having picked up the rod, the fish 
continued to peel line off the tight 
clutch and drive out into the lake on a 
demonic like run. Slowly cupping the 
spool I managed to slow the fish 
down, turn it and gain some control. 
By the time I had turned it, the fish 
was a good 100 yards away out in the 

main body of the lake. Back in control, 
and with my senses now back on 
mother earth and reality, the fish was 
played from the center of the lake, kit-
ing to my right as I gained more line. 
I wasn’t aware of any snags out in 
front so there was no need for panic, 
and with no impending snags I let the 
fish tire itself out on a long line. 
Despite a few hairy moments close in 
when the fish decided to pick up my 
other line, it went into the waiting net 
second time of asking. A beautiful 
long common was the prize and 
another of the Horton originals added 
to the photo album. On the scales the 
fish went 34.12lb and was a fish 
known as the ‘Thick Tail Common’. 
Checking the history of the fish con-
firmed it was one of the Longfield 
originals and I was absolutely elated. 
The move from Springates to the new 
swim had paid its dues and with 
weather conditions finally turning for 
the better, a pattern of low pressure 
expected to hit the area, I was more 
than hopeful of one more chance from 
the spot. 

I didn’t see any other activity that 
day. But with no signs of fish else-

C-Scale.
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where I decided to stay in the current 
swim for the last night and put the 
rods back out on the same spots from 
the day before. 10 more spombs were 
placed over the left hand rod where I 
had the bite. I decided not to intro-
duce any bait over the right hand rod 
on the basis there may still be some 
bait left there from yesterday. The last 
night, like before, passed uneventfully 
without too much to mention. Given 
the morning bite times of the week’s 
session, I was up at 6am eagerly hop-
ing that another morning bite may 
materialize. 8am came quickly around 
and I started getting bits together 
ready for the pack down and the long 
14 hour trip home. 

Just as I was finishing my coffee 
and getting my tackle bag sorted, the 
right hand rod let out a single beep. 
Walking over to the rod the line was 
still in the clip, with the bobbin pulled 
up half an inch or so. The low pres-
sure had brought with it some strong 
winds so I put it down to the cross 

wind and went back to getting every-
thing together for the pack down. A 
minute later, another beep and again 
the bobbin pulled up around half an 
inch. Looking at the rod tip revealed 
nothing out of the ordinary. ‘Bloody 
wind’ I thought to myself, as I walked 
to the back of the swim to start pack-
ing the bivvy down. As I turned my 
back to the water the right hand rod 
let out another beep, the bobbin now 
pulled up to the top of the blank. At 
this point I thought it must be the 
wind, or something caught on the line 
because the movement was slow and 
inerratic. Pulling the line from the clip, 
I slackened off the reel slightly to drop 
the bobbin lower and see if it pulled 
up tight again.  

My mind was now well and truly 
focused on the rod, was this the wind 
or something more meaningful on the 
end? To be honest, I thought if it’s not 
the wind it could be a bream or tench, 
because around 30 seconds later I 
noticed the tip of the rod tap gently 

twice and the bobbin pull up an inch 
or so. “Sod it” I thought, may as well 
reel it in an hour early and see what 
the commotion is all about…. 

Lifting into the rod I was surprised 
to see the line lift out of the water at a 
45 degree angle to the spot I was fish-
ing. More importantly… I suddenly 
realized… ‘that ain’t no bream’… 
with the rod taking a sizeable bend 
and it was definitely carp on. What 
was more surprising was the fish was 
a good 40 to 50 yards down the lake 
to the right of where the spot was! On 
a long line the fish continued to kite 
to my right further down the lake. 10 
minutes later, and with some careful 
side strain, the fish was in the depths 
of water in front of the swim. As it 
drew closer it must have woken up 
because it went ballistic and took off 
around the corner into Weedy Bay to 
my right.  

Keeping the rod tip low under the 
water and with maximum bend in the 
rod, the fish slowed and turned just 
before reaching the large weed beds 
that  the bay held.  With danger 
averted, and after another 5 minutes 
of margin battles, an exhausted but 
decent looking mirror emerged from 
the depths. No messing around here 
as I didn’t fancy another charge off 
down the margin, I bundled the carp 
into the net first time of asking. 

Upon checking the prize, what 
looked a 30lb+ mirror was sulking in 
the net ready for photos. I couldn’t 
believe it: the third bite of the session 
and just before packing up! I was in 
seventh heaven. On the scales the 
fish went 33.8lb and was a fish I later 
found out to be called C-Scale. With 
the fish returned, I went about the 
slow pack down ready for the short 
trip to Heathrow and the flight home. 
With 3 fish in total, the final session 
really had come up trumps. Horton 
had provided me with the perfect 
goodbye and a romantic ending to 
the year’s fishing.  

Over the first two seasons I had 
managed 8 sessions landing 7 carp all 
over 30lb. The frustration of those 4 
consecutive blank trips was now a 
distant memory. All I knew was that I 
could not wait to get back next Spring 
to once again pit my wits against the 
challenging and elusive Horton carp. 
The Horton obsession was now a full 
reality, and as it turned out the next 
season was going to prove to be the 
most exciting season of them all.  nSpringates night.
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Ladders on 
Longfield 
Part 2 by Derek Mallows

Exclusive

A
fter having suc-
cess on Fox Pool 
and catching my 
P B  c o m m o n  I 
really wanted to 
have a go on the 

smaller Lake on the complex The 
Road Lake, a good friend of mine was 
the Head Bailiff on their plus I really 
liked the look of this intriguing little 

Lake being much smaller than Fox 
just under 3 Acres with a head of 
approx. some 40 Carp with 2 of these 
being forty pounds plus another 2 
upper thirties which made up the A 
Team of the lake at the time. 

I was very Confident in the bait 
being Richworths new S-Core and 
was basically fishing Snowman Style 
on both Rods I had done well on Hor-

ton with this new Milk/Birdfood That 
Dear old Uncle Bob Baker (RIP) had 
put together The Twin in Fox Cer-
tainly liked eating it, So although I 
knew Roadlake would be a totally dif-
ferent challenge for me than Fox Pool 
I was really Buzzed up to have a go on 
this magical little water, there were a 
good few Snag trees around the lake 
especially in the number one swim 
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and over on the Road Bank which is 
the North Bank, With me not being 
the most mobile angler I soon got a 
liking for a Swim named the launch 
which is right next to the car park and 
small Gazebo, after finding some nice 
spots to fish with the Marker Rod I 
began baiting the areas with Hemp, 
Rock Salt, and Pellets plus a good 
helping of S-Core, it was on my sec-
ond session in that swim that a slow 
take on my left hand rod just after ten 
pm had me out of the bivvy and play-

ing my first road lake Carp or so I 
thought very strange sort of fight 
ensued and when I netted the Fish it 
soon became apparent that I had 
hooked up on a fish trailing line it was 
a young fish that had been stocked 
into the lake after freeing the fish and 
applying some antiseptic lotion over 
its flanks and around the mouth I took 
a quick shot of it on the unhooking 
mat so I could send it over to Rob the 
HB in the morning, ended up being a 
fish named 4scales and I estimated it 

at a weight of 16/17 lbs not my first 
Road Lake Carp but at least the fish 
was free from the trailing line so I was 
happy with that, by this time it was 
early November so on my next ses-
sion I decided to give a Swim known 
as Chestnuts a go, Rob had given me 
info that the Fish really liked the 
North Bank in the Autumn and Winter 
months so after a good bit of plumb-
ing around I’d found a few nice spots 
to place a trap half way across was a 
gravel bar running parallel across the 
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swim so one rig was placed on the 
back of that bar and my other rod 
would be used as a roamer on any 
showing fish or activity that I noticed, 
it was a real lousy night with a low 
pressure and constant drizzle but just 
before dark id seen a fish show off the 
far bank to my left so I quickly recast 
the left hand rod with a new snow-
man hook baits on across to the far 
bank prob 60 yards or so and baited 
up with the throwing stick scattering 
baits over to the area where id seen 
the carp show,  

A f te r  ge t t ing  my  head  down 
around 10pm I was rudely awoken by 
a fast take on the left hand rod and 
after a short but good fight I managed 
to land my first carp from the Road 
Lake this being a common and a mid 
twenty once I had weighed and 
treated the fish I slipped her back to 
her watery home a very wet and cold 

but happy angler not long after 
recasting the LHR it was away again 
30 minuets later this one being a Mir-
ror known as Split Tail another mid 
twenty which gave a good account of 
itself and although soaked to the skin 
plus cold I put the kettle on for a more 
than welcome cup of Rosy Lee con-
tent in the knowledge that my first 
ca rp  f rom the  venue  had  been 
secured that night. 

Fishing on the road was certainly 
proving to be quite tricky and they 
were playing hard to get for most 
anglers on there who braved the win-
ter out but the rewards outweighed 
any time spent during the winter 
months if you were lucky enough to 
bag one or 2 and some of the carp in 
there were real Stunners so I decided 
to stay put and continue my cam-
paign on there for the spring and new 
season, These days I normally fish up 

to and around xmas time then hang 
the rods up for Jan/feb start to get 
itchy feet about the middle of Feb 
Valentines sort of time any ways her 
indoors isn’t to keen on me being 
around when feeding up on Choco-
late’s Lol, Toblerone she said! No I 
said Two Tone Linear 25lbs very 
happy with this one that came from 
Chestnuts  

Happy Days and Smiley Faces 
Surely that’s why we all do it, 

Moving on to my first Summer on 
the RL and what a beautiful little 
venue this is absolutely stunning in 
all its summer bloom and blossom 
below a shot of my set up fishing from 
number one swim into the south west 
corner of the Lake, 

If fishing from this swim you need 
to be on your Rods pdq as when 
hooked the fish normally try to get 
sanctuary in the snags which are out 
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of shot in this pic but round to the 
right and along into the S/W corner of 
the lake the fish below one called 
Cluster came from this swim last year 
and fell to essential baits new K5, the 
fish in road lake are all doing really 
well since Rob the bailiffs and mem-
bers put in a tremendous amount of 
work clearing a lot of trees from 
around the lake  especially in the 
south west corner between R/L and 
Fox Pool this to enable  much better 
wind tunnels across the pond plus 
help with the Low Oxygen levels we 
had been experiencing and that has 
made a substantial difference to the 
lakes PH and water quality, 

On previous seasons I’d been an 
avid user of Richworth baits for over 
15 years but when Uncle Bob Baker 
told me the news that he would be 
calling it a day and going into a well 
deserved retirement I didn’t hesitate 
to give Mike Willmott a call to go onto 
using essential products as I just 
couldn’t stay using the Richworths 
once Bob had left the ship, it was 
never going to be the same for me as 
I always used to go and pick my bait 
up directly from Bobs factory at West 
Moseley plus usually stay for a good 
few hours putting the world right, 
Bobs health was on a downward spi-
ral at the time and it was a very sad 
day when I got the call to say Bobby 
had passed away, 

The really sad thing about this Pan-
demic has been all those that have 
passed away have not had the Send-
ing offs that they truly deserve and 
Bob was certainly very high on that 
list even his eldest Son Alan couldn’t 
attend his own Fathers Funeral 
because he and his Family had emi-
grated to New Zealand and because 
of this Deadly Virus all International 
Travel at the time was banned I think 
6 family Members only were allowed 
to attend, 

Any way back to my story and that 
particular summer id started a little 
baiting campaign in the Launch 
Swim Still using the S-Core & my first 
summer fishing the Lake, found a nice 
clean area about 50yrds out slightly 
right  of centre and baited it quite 
heavily with Hemp, Pellets, chopped 
and Crushed up S-Core boilies plus S-
Core in different sizes 18s 14s & 
10mm wasn’t that long before the fish 
found my little cake and my first fish 
off the spot happened to be one Id 
admired in the Photo Album which is 

kept in a wooden box just inside the 
Gazebo, “ The Pretty One “ 38lb+ well 
I was over the moon with that capture 
and although slightly down in weight 
due to spawning I went home a very 
happy Carper  

I did manage to catch another cou-
ple from other areas but broke my 
phone so no pics of those unfortu-
nately, Well they certainly seemed to 
like the Bait & one fish in particular 
really liked it as on 2 other occasions 
the pretty one was still gulping em 
down and fell twice to my rods all 
from the same spot using the same 
Snowman Rig that had accounted 
twice for fox pools Twin, the pic 
below is one of the 3 captures with 
the Pretty One weighing in just over 
the Magical 40lb barrier my thanks go 
out to Gary Clark and Mark Hendrick 
for there help on that very hot and 
muggy day as the fish decided to bury 
itself in a mahoosive weedbed on the 
way in without there help I doubt if I 
would of landed it, 

Sadly this fish is no longer swim-
ming in there also one called Orange 
Spot which I did catch at a very low 
weight for the fish as I think it was 
also on its final journey at just over 
34lbs so that was 2 of the A-Team 
that id managed but there was still 
the elusive 3 Scales and Missing Star-
burst both upper 30s and both only 

doing one or 2 captures a season they 
were both very high on my most 
wanted list I really was getting into 
fishing the R/L great bunch of lads on 
there always willing to help out and 
give a hand when needed also Simon 
w h o  n o w  o w n s  L o n g f i e l d  y o u 
couldn’t wish to meet a nicer Guy the 
BBQ at the start of any new season 
are something to behold plus the Sun-
day morning breakfast goes down a 
treat. 

By the following season Bob had 
decided to call it a day and id moved 
over to the Essential Stable knowing 
that the Carps in their really liked the 
Shellfish B5 and a few of the Lads had 
used this on there in previous seasons 
and done well on it, 

Summer was near ly  over  and 
Autumn was fast approaching so a 
move up the Lake to chestnuts would 
soon be on the cards as its got good 
Autumn and Winter form it was in 
mid-October and I had taken our 
beloved Bertie Bassett for a 2 night 
session 1st time fishing with me and 
we Set up in Chestnuts well BB cer-
tainly bought me some luck as the 
very next morning I landed this 
superb looking Zip linear at 28lbs we 
unfor tunate ly  lost  Ber t ie  some 
6months later as he had a dodgy 
ticker, In part 3 I will be moving onto 
the last 2 seasons 2019 / 20.  n
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More Thames Carping

Thames Carping was our best-selling book of 2019 and for a good reason. The Thames 
has everything a carp angler could possibly want, plenty of water, it’s the biggest carp 
water in the country, unknown stock, a stock which increases every time we have a flood, 
an element of the unknown (getting more known), very rare in today’s carp scene where 
every carp is flogged, logged ,blogged and caught by an endless stream of bounty 
hunters. 

Yes, the Thames really is the last frontier to be fully exploited. Thames carp anglers 
have many attributes of old school carping, stealthy, secretive and not bothered at all by 
the size of what they catch, although, like the old school, still hoping it’s the fish of a life 
time when the buzzer shrieks out!  

For Thames carpers the build-up too is very old school, they still have the close 
season, so this time is not wasted, as it was not years ago, recce’s, baiting up, getting 
baits established, building up swims, while always being conscious that to be discovered 
would be the end of their hard work, so coming and going discreetly, under cover of 
darkness, a covert operation. Their cards held tightly to their chests. And this is why of 
course that books on Thames carping are so rare and so readable.  

You see within these pages are their secrets revealed for all to see. Not blatant, no 
map grids in longitude and latitude to the latest hot spots but within the lines, read only 
by anglers who know what to look for. A clue here, a landmark there. All part of the 
ultimate jigsaw. So why do these secretive anglers choose to write, well simply because I 
ask them.  

Sometimes over several years. Most eventually agree, I am persuasive, arguing at 
their catches need to be documented and be part of the history books for years to come. 
Which is true, and why they do it. Not for money, to promote something or even self-
gratification but to be part of our great angling heritage. So that their kids and grandkids 
can look back and say “look! there’s grandad with a beautiful Thames Carp. He would 
spend hundreds, even thousands of hours fishing for them. 

So, here’s what we have, and may I say you will not be disappointed. Some truly 
amazing Thames carp, from different stretches, some urban some rural, some well in 
land and some tidal, but all from the amazing’ Old Father Thames’. 

Let’s start with Ash Geden, who takes the cover positions again. His 2018-19 season 
made riveting reading in book one. In this volume he is back for his 2019-2020 season 
with equally incredible results. Many huge carp, several over forty, the front cover 
leviathan being totally new. He is a great river angler with a gift for writing, you will love 
his next instalment. Simon Rumsey has been on a journey while fishing the Thames, like 
many I suppose, in search of a thirty, or even bigger! 

 Andrew Sadler has discovered some Thames secrets during his many years on the 
Thames, for you the reader, he divulges all. Graham Stevens is a Thames stalwart, having 
written several articles in Big Carp and a couple of chapters in the first Thames bool he is 
back in this volume to tell you how he does it. A technical A-Z for all to learn from, novice 
or expert Graham has some edges for you all. 

The Teddington Tank by Vince Humphreys is a chapter about a huge common, that 
fish of a life time that he freely admits was totally unexpected, but that’s the beauty of 
the Thames. 

Thames common by Mark Cook, yes, a there’s a theme developing here, A huge 
Thames common, one never to be forgotten. River Thames, Same swim, Same carp … 6 
months apart by Christopher Stockley is a great account which proves how territorial 
even Thames carp can be. My Love for the Tidal Thames a Brief History, By Roger Baker. Is 
a trip down memory lane for all those who like the history chapters? Thirty years on the 
Tidal, some huge carp too. One of my favourite Thames stories yet. 

A Thames Monster featuring Pete The Pirate, is pretty self-explanatory, while prolific 
Thames carp catcher Danny Boy Hill, shows us just what’s possible with a breath-taking 
gallery of Thames specimens. Add to these life history articles on the Thames by Jason 
Townsend, Ben Frewin, Mark Anthony, Vince Humphries, Tom James and constantan 
Thames carp catch ‘The Thames Warrior’ it’s obvious that this book is another must read 
for not only river anglers but al carp anglers interested in something a bit different from 
the norm. A book you will read over and over again. History in the making, our UK 
heritage of Thames carp.

A V A I L A B L E  T H I S  A U T U M N
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By Rob Maylin and friends
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Wildlife, ancient woodlands – now chalk streams and the county aquifer 
– all under threat from HS2. 

Buckinghamshire Council and the Chilterns Conservation Board have 
issued a Joint Statement expressing their concerns about HS2 tunnelling 
plans. These concerns relate to pollution resulting from tunnelling 
operations, increasing abstraction of water and impacts on the flow of 
significant chalk streams, such as the River Misbourne. 

The Chief Executive of the Chilterns Conservation Board says "Chalk 
streams are a globally rare and threatened habitat. They are home to a 
wide range of plants and animals, and an important source of drinking 
water for thousands of people."   

There are only 200 known chalk streams in the world and 85% of these 
are in the UK (in southern and eastern England ‐ and 9 of these iconic 
rivers are in the Chilterns. 

The Joint Statement poses 8 questions and is asking HS2 for urgent 
replies on these before any tunnelling starts. To read the full Joint 
Position, please take a look here www.chilternsaonb.org/.../Chilterns... 

 
The Bucks Herald: HS2: Enough Is Enough campaign 
HS2 lies that need a wide audience. These so‐called security ‘men’ 
working for HS2 have been caught out red‐handed implying that they 
were threatened by two men with working tools. In fact, these HS2 liars 
were among 20 or so of their ilk who assaulted two legitimate local estate 
workers carrying out legitimate work on private land (not HS2 land).  

HS2 had illegally erected bat boxes on this property, the owner had 
instructed their removal. While doing this the two workers were 
assaulted by the HS2 employees, one being held down in a headlock. 
These orange clad HS2 employees then stole the workers tools. 

Shortly afterwards I came across these ‘men’, I had my video camera 
switched and as you will witness, they accused the two legitimate estate 
workers of threatening them, holding up the stolen tools! These are the 
depths that HS2 feel they must go to try to blacken the name of 
legitimate protests. The workers in question are not activists, they were 
just trying to do their 
legal day job. 

It is worth noting 
that the few protesters 
here trying to reason 
with these HS2 
employees are just 
middle aged and older 
locals, not a 
stereotypical hippy 
amongst them. I have 
spoken personally with 
one of the estate 
workers who has 
confirmed the above.

RSPB North Bucks Group Anti HS2 
– SOC (Save our Countryside)
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Carpy News

The Angling Trust is delighted to 
announce that world famous tackle 
manufacturer Daiwa has become a 
Trade Associate member. 

The agreement will see Daiwa play 
an active role in supporting the work 
of the Trust to protect waterways and 
the environment and promote angling 
to encourage more people to take up 
fishing. 

In welcoming the partnership, 
Daiwa praised the Trust’s commit-
ment to angling throughout the pan-
demic which has raised the sport’s 
profile and led to an increase in peo-
ple taking up fishing. 

“It is fair to say that until the last 
few seasons, for many anglers and 
tackle companies the role of the 
Angling Trust lacked clarity. Now 
there is no question that the actions 
and commitment of the Trust have 
had a substantial effect on the credi-
bility and visibility of our sport, not 
just in the eyes of mainstream media 
but importantly with our Govern-
ment.  

“During the last year, the world of 
angling has proven to be a ‘go to’ 
activity for increased numbers. In all 
its forms it has been the outdoor 
escape so many were seeking during 
the restrictions and it should be a key 

objective for us all to retain as many 
of those anglers as possible. 

“At Daiwa we are now happy to 
invest in becoming a Trade Associate 
along with other companies, as well 
as the many anglers joining as indi-
vidual members, too. We believe that 
this combined effort of memberships 
and the capability of the Trust can 
now assist retention of that growth 
but more importantly use that gain of 
momentum to promote a bigger, per-
manent foothold for angling.” 

Jamie Cook, CEO of the Angling 
Trust, said: 

“There can be very few anglers 
who do not have in their tackle port-
folio a rod, reel or piece of fishing 
equipment manufactured by Daiwa. 
Whether for carp, coarse, game, sea or 
predator fishing, Daiwa have been an 
established brand for anglers for over 
60 years and the Angling Trust is 
delighted to welcome them as Trade 
Associate members. 

“Daiwa’s philosophy to inspire a 
new generation of fishermen and 
women through a sustainable inter-
action with nature fits well with our 

own aims to promote the benefits of 
angling on physical and mental well-
being and protect our waterways and 
environment for all to enjoy. We are 
keen to form strong links with all 
areas of angling and I look forward to 
working with Daiwa for many years to 
come.” 

Stephen McCaveny, Marketing 
Manager for Daiwa Sports, added: 

“Daiwa’s global message of Feel 
Alive has never seen a more acutely 
appropriate t ime. We have long 
believed in angling as a lifetime sport 
for all, but it is the mental health and 
wel lbe ing  va lue  that  has  been 
recently underlined. This mindset has 
been expressed well by the Angling 
Trust and fits very closely with the 
Daiwa message. 

“In addition, the Trust’s often 
unseen endeavours in protection and 
welfare of waterways, species and 
environment sees great synergy with 
our Be Earth Friendly ethos. We are 
hopeful that our membership and 
closer cooperation will further aid 
that success story that the Angling 
Trust is delivering.”  n

Angling Trust and Daiwa announce major 
partnership to protect the environment 
and inspire a new generation of anglers 

Jamie Cook with 2lb 8oz winter grayling.

Stephen McCaveny Daiwa.
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Acorn Holiday Park, Pisces Country 
Park and Stonham Barns Park all have 
one thing in common – they are all 
f ishing hol iday venues that are 
attracting additional interest from 
people looking to escape to their first 
holiday or break at the end of lock-
down 3.Bookings have increased at 
all three venues, owned by Starglade 
Leisure, as individuals and families 
are looking to get a break away from 
home that is safe and secure in the 
middle of a countryside setting. Acorn 
Holiday Park and Pisces Country 
Park, located next to each other, at 
Welney in Cambridgeshire, and Ston-
ham Barns Park, at Stonham Aspal in 
Suffolk, are all opening for domestic 
holidays and breaks from 12 April 
(subject to Government confirma-
tion). Trips are allowed if people stay 
in self-contained, self-catered accom-
modation (like holiday cottages and 
lodges) – with their household mem-
bers only.  

Bookings peaked during last sum-
mer as a result of an influx of holiday 
makers choosing to go back to nature 
and now, after the third and hopefully 
final lockdown, it looks as if most peo-
ple considering holidays this summer 
will again be staying safe and pre-
dominantly in the UK. The East of 
England is known for its beautiful 
landscapes, sunny weather and a 
whole world of interesting places to 
visit. This makes it the ideal destina-
tion for a family getaway. 

Stonham Barns Park offers the ulti-
mate break in the countryside but it is 
also within easy reach of the coast. A 
complete family activity destination 
set in over 140 acres of parkland, it is 
the place to escape and unwind. 

Acorn Holiday Park and Pisces 
Country Park are also part of a mag-
nificent 20-acre site featuring land-
scaped lawns, scrubs and wooded 
areas. It is an ideal location for those 

who enjoy peace and tranquillity and 
above all getting away from everyday 
life.  

The holiday accommodation at the 
venues include: tents, bell tents, cara-
vans, motorhomes, static caravans 
and lodges. 

Speaking about the re-opening of 
the three sites, Owner Alan Forward 
said: ‘We have received a large num-
ber of bookings from people who live 
in the East of England who want to 
break out from their homes where 
they have spent most of the last year 
in lockdown. Everyone needs a break 
away to reset and it seems as though 
the pull to the countryside is strong. 
Many are looking for a relaxing fish-
ing holiday or break where they can 
recharge and refresh in a safe envi-
ronment. People are understandably 
cautious about travel and holidays. 
Maybe next year will be different but 
the feeling is that for 2021 the temp-
tation to stay local and in the country 
is still strong.’ 

Acorn Holiday Park and Pisces 
Country Park were acquired by Star-
glade Leisure in 2019 and 2020 and 
since then significant investment has 
been made in the park facilities. Ston-
ham Barns Park has been owned by 
Starglade since 2011. The holiday 

home accommodation on offer at all 
three venues is being updated with 
many new units being added to 
replace older stock. At the same time, 
improvements are being made to the 
parks’ infrastructures and specialist 
conservation work is being continued 
to enhance the grounds and lakes. 

The increased interest in fishing at 
the two holiday parks has been 
enhanced by programmes such as 
ITV’s  Monster  Carp  which  ran 
through the summer and autumn of 
2020 with trips to Thailand, Hungary, 
the Netherlands - and later in the UK 
when Covid-19 introduced extensive 
travel restrictions. Also, Mortimer & 
Whitehouse: Gone Fishing on BBC 2 
which features two Bob Mortimer and 
Paul Whitehouse who showcase 
some outstanding UK fishing. 

Luxury furnished holiday lodges 
are available to rent at Acorn Holiday 
Park, to buy at Pisces Country Park 
and to rent and buy at Stonham Barns 
Park. Prices start from £50 per night 
for fishing breaks and from £34,995 for 
a fully furnished luxury holiday home. 
Most lodge accommodation is situ-
ated beside a lake.  

For more information please call 
0800 048 5326 or visit www.holiday-
parkhomes.co.uk.  n

Escape to a closer to nature fishing  
holiday for a safe and secure break

Acorn Holiday Park fishing saw a high level 
of bookings last summer and is preparing to 
welcome visitors again soon.

Stonham Barns Park is expecting a rush of bookings for 2021.
Pisces Country Park looking highly desirable 
for a fishing break after lockdown eases.
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“I’m happy to announce that anglers 
will now be able to use up to three 
lines when targeting common carp in 
Fisheries Management Zones 12–20. 
This will help more anglers take 
advantage of Ontario’s world-class 
carp fishing opportunities,” said John 
Yakabuski , Minis ter  o f  Natura l 
Resources and Forestry. 

The area covered by the new carp 
fishing regulations includes all of 
Southern Ontario and parts of Central 
and Northeastern Ontario. 

In order to use more than one line, 
anglers must meet all of the following 
conditions: Anglers must use baits 
that are plant-based or artificial corn 

When fishing from shore, each line 
being used can be no further than 2 
metres (approximately 6 feet) from 
another line the angler is using 

When fishing from a vessel, all lines 
must be on board the vessel with the 
angler. These conditions are intended 
to lower the risk of catching non-tar-
get species and reduce crowding at 
popular shore fishing locations. 

“I’m delighted that our govern-
ment’s new regulations will make 
carp fishing more enjoyable and more 
accessible,” said Lisa MacLeod, Min-

ister of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and 
Culture Industries. 

“Enjoying Ontario’s spectacular 
outdoors contributes to the success 
of our tourism industry and is a safe 
way to contribute to the province’s 
economic and social recovery — so 
that we emerge post- pandemic as a 
global destination of choice for 
anglers and all other tourists.” 

“This exciting announcement 

demonstrates that our government is 
once again listening to anglers in this 
province,” said Mike Harris, Parlia-
mentary Assistant to the Minister of 
Natural Resources of Forestry. “The 
ability to now use up to three lines 
when targeting common carp is just 
one more example of how we value 
fishing and hunting as crucial for our 
economy and way of life.” 

Despite the challenges of the past 
year, Ontar io  has  cont inued to 
improve hunting and fishing opportu-
nities in the province. 

These include: 
• A new selective harvest system 

and point-based moose allocation 
process to support sustainable 
populations and provide a fairer 
system for moose hunters 

• A new spring catch-and-release 
season for bass in Fisheries Man-
agement Zone 20, which includes 
the  Canadian waters  o f  Lake 
Ontario and the Lawrence River 

• A regular annual spring hunting 
season for black bear 

• A new fall hunting season for wild 
turkey in Wildlife Management Unit 
72 

• New Sunday gun hunting opportu-
nities in southern Ontario at the 
request of select municipalities. 
Anglers and hunters should con-

tinue following the directives of their 
local Chief Medical Officer of Health 
when planning outdoor activities. For 
a full list of recommendations and 
current health advice, please check 
http://www.ontario.ca/COVID19.  n

Ontario Announces New Enhancements  
(Up to 3 Lines) for Carp Fishing 
TORONTO — Today, the Ontario government announced new 
regulations to make fishing for common carp more accessible.

Match fishing is back with first of 
the Fish O qualifiers 
Match fishing returns with the first of the Fish O Mania qualifiers this Saturday at 
Moorlands Farm in Worcestershire. Tickets for both the big coarse competitions, 
Fish O Mania and RiverFest, were in hot demand - there’s just a handful remaining. 
You can find details of these and other Angling Trust competitions on our website. 
Look out for more competitions in coming weeks!  n
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Introducing The Rodcast, the brand-
new podcast diving into the world of 
f i sh ing  and  ang l ing.  Wi th  new 
episodes released every Thursday, 
The Rodcast is the go-to podcast for 
everything from ‘tackle-on-test’ prod-
uct reviews, segments from our very 
own species hunter, and even a fish-
ing report offering an insight into 
what can be found in the waters 
around you right now! Hosted by Paul 
Johnson, check out The Rodcast.  

Fishing has proved itself to be a 
welcome escape for many, as it was 
given the go-ahead to continue dur-
ing the UK’s national lockdown. 
Reports have shown that thousands 
of people have taken up the sport in 
the past year alone, reaping the bene-
fits of spending time in the great out-
doors amongst nature.  

And now The Rodcast has landed, 
with advice and top tips for fishers 
and anglers of all levels and abilities. 
Whether you are a seasoned pro, a 
frequent fisher, or you are brand new 
to the world of fishing there is some-
thing for everyone.  

There are reviews of products in 
‘tackle-on-test’, as well as plenty of 
useful information about the types of 
fish you can catch and where to find 
them, as well as plenty of tried and 
tested fishing techniques. 

The Rodcast recently featured an 
episode with the Angling Trust, 
explaining the ‘cans’ and ‘can’ts’ of 
going fishing during the pandemic, 

and how to navigate our way through 
the current regulations. Listeners can 
e x p e c t  e v e n  m o r e  f r o m  w e l l -
respected names in the fishing world 
as they share their knowledge and 

expertise. 
Don’t miss The Rodcast, hosted by 

Paul Johnson. Produced by Create 
Podcasts, new episodes are released 
weekly on Thursdays.  n

Introducing The Rodcast 
Your Brand-New Weekly Fishing Podcast 
Hosted by Paul Johnson 
New Episodes Released Every Thursday Produced by Create Podcasts

Top tactics for 
Welsh anglers 

There are some great tips, tactics and 
advice for coarse, game and sea anglers in 
Wales in the recent Fishing In Wales 
newsletter. For the latest Covid regula-
tions affecting fishing in Wales.  n

Congratulations to our winners!
Thank you for your generous 
support  o f  our  two recent 
fundraising activities – the 
Great Fishing Prize Draw and 
the Online Auction.Our 8 win-
ners of fantastic days out with 
fishing legends are busy book-
ing in their days and we hope to 
share photos and details with 
you over the coming months. 
The Online Auction closed on 
Sunday and raised a fantastic 
£26,696 – all of which will help 
us continue our vital work fight-
ing for fish and fishing.A huge 
thank you also to all of our 
donors for both activities – they 
simply couldn’t happen without 
you.  n
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Data from the Environment Agency 
released today (Wednesday 31st 
March 2021) shows that water com-
panies discharged raw sewage into 
rivers and coastal waters in England 
more than 400,000 times last year.  

This shocking news equates to 
untreated sewage having poured into 
rivers and seas for a total of 3.1m 
hours via storm overflow pipes that 
are supposed to be used only in 
extreme weather to relieve pressure 
in the sewage system.  

The 400,000 recorded releases in 
2020 is a 27% increase on the 2019 
figures of 292,864 incidents. 

Stuart Singleton White, Head of 
Campaigns, said  

“These figures are alarming. They 
are an indictment on the lack of 
investment from water companies 
over many decades. More alarming 
still, these figures are likely to be an 
underestimate. Not all storm over-
flows are monitored. Many will be 
releasing raw sewage into our rivers 
without the Environment Agency 
even knowing. If this government 
wants a national infrastructure pro-
ject to create jobs and “build back 
greener” as we come out of the pan-
demic, then sorting this mess out 
should be their top priority. Anything 
less will show they are not serious 
when it comes to cleaning up our 
rivers.”  

With the Environment Agency 
experiencing funding cuts reducing 
their budget for monitoring and 

enforcement by more than half since 
2010 it is far too easy for companies to 
get away with not prioritising invest-
ment.  

In a recent blog, the Environment 
Agency stated that in collaboration 
with water companies they “have 
concluded a programme to install 
monitors on the vast majority of storm 
overflows – just over 12,000 – by the 
end of 2020.” highlighting the gaps in 
their monitoring and raising ques-
tions on how realistically the data 
released today reflects the scale of the 
problem.  

Earlier this week the Government 
revealed their intention to prohibit 
the discharge of raw sewage into our 
rivers. This is welcome news and a 
step in the right direction, but we 
must ensure these plans are put into 
action and the need for real-time 
comprehensive monitoring has been 
exemplified in today’s shameful 
news.  

Singleton-White said,  
“None of our rivers are classed as 

“good” under the water framework 
directive. Too many have lost their 
wildlife, from plant life, to inverte-
brates, to both the quantity and range 
of fish species. With 400,000 dis-
charges of raw sewage last year, you 
can see why. Too often, our rivers are 
aren‘t rivers at all, they are open sew-
ers.”  

You can join the fight for clean 
waters by supporting our Anglers 
Against Pollution campaign today.  n

Raw sewage poured into our rivers  
over 400,000 times in 2020

A new survey for recreational sea 
anglers has been launched targeting 
all UK shark species - from dogfish to 
blue sharks. The aims of the survey 
are to describe the UK recreational 
shark fishery, get input from recre-
ational sea anglers on their views of 
the current status of UK sharks, iden-
tify current shark handling practices 
and understand angler perceptions of 
and participation in shark research 
schemes.  n

Save 15% on 
Aptus Tackle 
with plastic-
free packaging

Aptus Tackle supply high quality fishing 
products for specialist anglers and they all 
come in 100% plastic-free packaging. Aptus 
Tackle support the Angling Trust by donating 
1% of their turnover to our Anglers Against 
Pollution and Litter campaigns. They are also 
offering Angling Trust members 15% off all 
purchases!  n

Take part in shark 
fishing survey
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APTUS offers free “Return to 
Recycle” route for its customers.  
In a world of plastic products, it is 
concerning that so little of this is 
recycled. Over 300 million tonnes of 
plastic packaging is produced each 
year and as little as 21% is even recy-
cled or at best incinerated. This sim-
ply cannot be sustained for the good 
of our planet or aquatic environ-
ments. How often have you noticed 
that when returning from a shopping 
trip that once the items are removed 
from its packaging that you often 
have more plastic waste than you do 
actual items you bought?    

Despite being a relatively new 
name in the carp tackle market Aptus 
have started to make their presence 
felt especially in its environmentally 
minded approach to supplying their 
items in sustainable packaging and 
also donating 1% of its total sales rev-
enue annually to “One Percent For 
Water” which is directly targeted 
towards projects that affect real 
change and benefit UK waterways.  

In an industry first, the forward-
thinking company contacted the 
Anglers National Line Recycling 
Scheme (ANLRS) with a proposal to 
offer all its customers a postage paid 
route to return old line, braid and 
other smaller plastic tackle items that 
would otherwise often end up in land-
fill to them so that they can be recy-
cled via the ANLRS and their UK recy-
cling partner. 

Jack Sherrin, Aptus Managing 
Director, commented 

“We want to create real solutions to 
the biggest threats our waters face. 
One of those threats is plastic pollu-
tion, including fishing line, tackle 
items and packaging. We are pleased 
to  announce we’ve  chosen the 
Anglers National Line Recycling 
Scheme as our recycling partner for 
our new Return to Recycle scheme. 

We believe the onus for environ-
mental responsibility - including pro-
viding customers with access to recy-
cling - lies with us as the manufac-
turer, so we’ve made recycling plastic 
tackle waste as easy and accessible 
to our customers as possible.  

But it must be acknowledged that 
an industry wide approach is needed 
to make a meaningful difference. The 
ANLRS is ideally positioned to facili-
tate a monumental step forward for 
environmental responsibility in our 
industry, and I would encourage any 
angling business that has not done so 
already, to contact the ANLRS and 
take that step forward today. 
So how does it work?  
Any Aptus customer with an online 

account can download a pre-paid 
label from their website when placing 
an order and use this to send old line, 
small plastic tackle items and even 
the single use packaging (SUP) that 
so many companies supply tackle 
items in. The company are encourag-
ing their customers to use the sus-
tainable packaging that their order is 
delivered in to return these plastic 
items for recycling. It is not just items 
sold by Aptus that can be returned via 
this scheme so line and tackle items 
from any manufacturer can be sent 
back knowing that they will be recy-
cled.  The f reepost  label  can be 
at tached to  any package up to 
350mm x 250mm x 25mm (Royal Mail 
Large Letter) and weigh up to 250g, 
which doesn’t sound much, but is 
ample for what is going to be in the 
packages.   

It is simply then a case of sticking 
the postage paid label to the package 
and drop it into the Post Box.  Once 
returned to the ANLRS the items will 
be sorted as required and everything, 
including the packaging, will be sent 
to be recycled via ReWorked, who 
currently take all the line and plastic 
spools collected by the ANLRS. 

Viv Shears, Co-Founder of the 
ANLRS added 

“When Jack at Aptus got in contact 
with his idea it felt like a landmark 
moment for not only anglers but also 
the tackle industry. The amount of 
plastics used for packaging in the 
angling industry is huge and creating 
a route to ensure some of this is recy-
cled is a brilliant first step in the need 
to minimise the impact of plastics 
from angling activities including 
tackle purchases.  

We, at the ANLRS, would like to 
think other companies would follow 

Anglers National Line Recycling Scheme (CIC) Ltd 
Web: www.anglers-nlrs.co.uk      Email:  anglersnlrs@gmail.com
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The Environment Agency’s contract 
with the Angling Trust has been 
extended until March 2023. 

The priorities include reducing pre-
dation, biosecurity advice, tackling 
illegal fishing and encouraging more 
people to go fishing across the coun-
try. 

The contract is funded by income 
from fishing licence sales and is 
worth £1.35 million a year, with the 
Angling Trust bringing over £1 million 
of match funding to the work. 

The Environment Agency has 
extended i ts  contract  with  the 
Angling Trust to undertake essential 
angling services, including tackling 
illegal angling and encouraging more 
people to go fishing across the coun-
try. 

The contract is funded by income 
from fishing licence sales and is 
worth £1.35 million a year. It will run 
until March 2023. 

The services provided by the con-
tract complement the Environment 
Agency’s regulatory work to protect 

and improve fisheries through moni-
toring and managing fish stocks. The 
work agreed over the next two years 
has carefully considered the ongoing 
effects of the Covid-19 pandemic on 
angling. 

The Angling Trust has played a 
vital role during the pandemic in pro-
viding guidance to anglers and fish-
eries based on the latest Government 
advice.  

Over 100,000 more people brought 
a licence and went fishing in 2020 
compared to the previous year. Many 
felt the impact of the associated men-
tal health and well-being benefits and 
the contract will focus on maintaining 
this renewed interest as well as 
efforts to continue to grow popularity 
for the sport. 

The boost in licence sales over the 
last year has resulted in the Environ-
ment Agency reinvesting money in 
more projects that benefit anglers, 
fisheries and local clubs. A new initia-
tive administered by the Angling 
Trust has been the Get Fishing Fund 
which is supporting clubs and fish-
eries to organise and run angling par-
ticipation events in 2021. 

Heidi Stone, Fisheries Partnership 
Manager, said: 

“This contract extension provides a 
range of vital services for anglers 
across the country. Over the past 
year, the Angling Trust has shown 
flexibility and innovation in helping 
us support the angling community 
through an extremely testing time. 
We are confident that by working 
together, angling will continue to 
flourish and provide a popular pas-
time for more and more people”. 

Jamie Cook, Chief Executive of the 
Angling Trust, said: 

“We are delighted that the Environ-
ment Agency is continuing to rein-
vest licence income on services pro-
vided by the Angling Trust that will 
be of great benefit to anglers. The 
past 12 months have shown the value 
of having a strong, united voice for 
angling and we are proud of the role 
the Angling Trust has played through-
out the pandemic in highlighting the 
mental health and wellbeing benefits 
of angling and demonstrating how 
fishing can be conducted in a safe, 
Covid-compliant environment. We 
look forward to continuing to partner 
the Environment Agency over the 
next two years.”  n

Environment Agency extends 
partnership with Angling Trust

suit in supporting us with similar 
schemes as well as financially. After 
all, when it comes to environmental 
issues like plastics, it is not a case of 
being the innovator or having exclu-
sive rights to a solution, it is about 
everyone doing as much as is possi-
ble on their part to help reduce the 
problem. A joined-up industry wide 
approach will make a far bigger differ-
ence and achieve greater results in 
the long term so our doors are open 
should anyone want to talk.” 

In addition to their Return to Recy-
cle scheme, Aptus have also pledged 
an annual donation to the ANLRS to 
support the scheme in making line 
and plastic recycling easy for both 
freshwater and saltwater anglers of all 
disciplines. 

For more details contact  
Viv Shears (ANLRS) Tel 07843 

306661. Email anglersnlrs@gmail.com 
Website www.anglers-nlrs.co.uk 
Jack Sherrin (Aptus)  Tel 0330 320 

2040. Email jack@aptustackle.com. 
Website www.aptustackle.com. n

Spring coarse and carp tips 
With milder temperatures and the relaxation of Covid measures in sight, it promises 
to be a great spring for fishing! However, it can be a moody time of year for coarse 
and carp fishing. Angling Trust’s Dom Garnett has a host of ideas and advice to 
enjoy your time on the bank in his latest Lines On The Water blog.  n
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First battle won in fight to stop 
sewage dumping in rivers

The Angling Trust has welcomed news that the Government intends to intro-
duce laws to stop water companies dumping sewage into our rivers, following 
pressure from our #AnglersAgainstPollution campaign and other groups. But the 
fight goes on to ensure plans are put into action and our waterways are free from 
pollution.  n

Trust announces trade 
partnerships with top tackle firms

The Angling Trust is delighted to welcome Angling Direct, Daiwa, Fox Interna-
tional, Shimano and Orvis as trade supporters for 2021. We are keen to form part-
nerships with all area of angling and the wealth of knowledge and experience 
provided by the five companies will greatly benefit the work of the Trust in fight-
ing pollution, protecting our environment and encouraging more people to take 
up fishing. Look out for more news about our trade partners in coming weeks on 
the Angling Trust website and Facebook pages.  n

The Angling Trust and the Envi-
ronment Agency marked the start 
of Operation Clampdown 9 – the 
annual crackdown on illegal fish-
ing during the coarse fish close 
season on rivers – with a launch 
patrol on the River Tees. Since 
then, joint patrols involving the 
police, Environment Agency fish-
eries officers, volunteer bailiffs 
and staf f  f rom our  Fisher ies 
Enforcement Support Service and 
Building Bridges teams have been 
run all over the country. Offenders 
face significant fines and have 
equipment confiscated if con-
victed.  n

Pocket Guide 
for Anglers 

Our Building Bridges team have pro-
duced a useful guide to help anglers 
understand the freshwater fishing 
rules in England. Funded by income 
from fishing licence sales, the guide 
covers essential information includ-
ing where to buy fishing licences, the 
close season, fishing from boats, ille-
gal fishing, enforcement and answers 
to frequently asked questions.  n

Close season crackdown launches 
on the River Tees

The Angling 
Trust 
We are a not for profit organisation, rep-
resenting anglers, fighting for fish, fishing 
and the environment. We are recognised 
by the Government as the National Gov-
erning Body for angling in England and 
partner with Visit Wales and Natural 
Resources Wales to promote Fishing in 
Wales. We are a member-based organisa-
tion made up of anglers of all disciplines 
providing a united front to represent, 
grow and protect our sport. By becoming 
a member of the Angling Trust you are 
helping to protect the waterways you 
fish in and the fish which live within 
them, ensuring their health and protec-
tion for future generations. 
Angling Trust Limited is a 
company limited by guarantee, 
company number 05320350 
Angling Trust & Fish Legal, 
Eastwood House, Rainbow Street, 
Leominster, HR6 8DQ 
Telephone: 01568 620447
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The Angling Trust condemns the 
planned action of Extinction Rebel-
lion and the Right to Roam Campaign 
in encouraging people to take part in 
a “mass trespass” on Saturday, 24th 
April. The action is being promoted as 
a way of getting people to reconnect 
with nature. 

As we recover from the pandemic, 
the need to reconnect with our natu-
ral world is important.  Natural Eng-
land has found that most people’s 
experiences with nature are close to 
home, with people making more use 
of nature on their doorstep.  The num-
ber of visits to urban greenspaces has 
almost doubled in the last 10 years. 
Whether that is a visit to the local 
park, spending time in a garden, by 
rivers or lakes, in our countryside or 
along the coast, being outside and 
close to nature is a great way to bring 
us calm, peace, fulfilment and a fan-
tastic fillip for the stresses and anxi-
eties we have all felt during this lock-
down. We encourage everyone to 
spend more time outside, close to 
nature, but it is incumbent on us to 
respect nature, to act legally, and to 
show respect for wildlife. 

This action by Extinction Rebellion 
and the Right to Roam Campaign 
risks doing untold harm to wildlife, 
particularly in this time of early spring 
when many birds are nesting, fish are 
spawning, and delicate flowers and 
plants are beginning to regrow.  It 
also risks exposing people who are 
new to the countryside to conflict 
with other groups. 

The Right to Roam campaign are 
calling for people to, ‘…swim in a 
river that for as long as you’ve known 
it has been reserved for the exclusive 
use of fishing clubs.’  This at a time of 
the closed season for coarse angling 
on rivers to protect spawning fish. 

Jamie Cook, CEO of the Angling 
Trust, said: 

“For decades, angling clubs have 
worked with riparian owners to 
establish voluntary access agree-
ments and in turn undertake hun-
dreds of thousands of hours of volun-
tary environmental improvement 
work every year to improve habitats 
and maintain clean and healthy envi-
ronments. Natural England note that 
around 4% of the population have 
been involved in environmental vol-
unteering whereas that figure soars to 
57% of the nation’s anglers. 

“By working with landowners, 
managing and enhancing the envi-

ronment and acting as custodians of 
the waterways local community 
angling clubs have created a tem-
plate which can be followed by oth-
ers. We would see this collaborative 
approach to enjoying nature as much 
more beneficial and sustainable than 
encouraging people to break the law 
and completely disregard the Coun-
tryside Code at a time of year when 
many anglers are observing a closed 
season to allow fish, birds and other 
wildlife to reproduce and develop in 
peace.” 

Stuart Singleton-White, Head of 
Campaigns, commented: 

“There are a myriad of ways we can 
al l  get out and about and enjoy 
nature.  England has 140,000 miles of 
footpaths, 20,000 miles of bridal ways, 
16,000 miles of a national circle net-
work, many of which are close to or 
beside water, and 4,700 miles of 
canals and navigable rivers in main-
land Britain.  Since the start of the 

pandemic, we have seen an unprece-
dented increase in the number of new 
people taking up fishing as a way of 
getting outdoors and improving well-
being. 

“The Angling Trust has been work-
ing flat-out to meet the demand and 
get as many people as possible 
involved in the sport at beautiful 
beginner-friendly locations around 
the country which are listed on our 
website ‘Get Fishing’.  We do, how-
ever, encourage anyone wanting to 
get out into nature to do so in a 
responsible way and within the law. 

“Throughout the summer of 2020 
we saw the damage caused to our 
countryside, National Parks and 
nature reserves by irresponsible 
behaviour; the litter, faeces, wildfires 
and the conflicts with those who live, 
work, and invest hours of their time is 
protecting and improving our coun-
tryside.  We do not want to see this 
behaviour repeat itself in 2021.” n

Angling Trust condemns call to illegally trespass

Catch Report... Catch Report... 

Emma Rimmer with a lovely 26lb 8oz caught from Todber Manor Fisheries.



Selk’bag Lite 6G

The all-new Selk’bag Lite 6G is designed to 
give maximum comfort and warmth while 
providing the greatest freedom of movement.

Featuring lightweight construction, the Lite 
is a sleeping bag with legs adults’ can wear 
indoors, as well as outdoors in the spring and 
summer seasons in the UK. 

Interested? 
Scan this QR code or visit  
www.selkbag.co.uk to 
learn more about the 
Selk’bag Lite 6G.
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Ocean Performance Collection

Sea anglers expect the best. That’s why the Ocean Performance Collection is 
technically advanced and fashion forward, it’s tailored for higher expectations; 
with the long-lasting performance you trust, and details that demand attention. 

The Ocean Performance collection is a first-class technical choice who meets 
the demands of outdoor professional, superior fabric and advanced technologies 
who guarantee a maximum protection even in the most extreme conditions. This 
long-sleeved t-shirt is made from an high technical fabric in  88% polyester and 
12% spandex (150gsm) and having the following advanced features.

A recent trip to Ribière saw me reading 
through the rule book a couple of days 
before I set off. David Cooper the owner 
is very passionate about his fish and his 
fishery – no leadcore, no shelflifes and 
no photographs to be taken on the 
bank! Not the first time I had come 
across this rule, because Gillhams in 
Thailand is the same. By photographing 
the fish in the water, it almost totally 
removes the chance of damaging the 
fish, which is a great idea if you ask me, 
but it did mean I had to order some 
chesties, double quick. There’s only one 
company that makes the best quality 
chest waders – Ollyskins. You would 
have seen them previously featured on 
the front cover of BC. Their sales ser-
vice is second to none – I ordered them 
one day, and they arrived the next. They 
are very stylish, hardwearing and per-
fect for carp fishing, the waders for the 
professional carp angler! and they 
came in very useful, as you can see in 
the pictures! Check them out and the 
o ther  p roducts  f rom Ol ly  here  – 
www.ollyskins.com  n

Ollyskins 
Chest Waders 
By Rob Maylin
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UPF 50+ 
The highest-rated UPF who blocks 
out more than 98% of UVA and UVB 
rays. Maximum sun protection, offer-
ing a barrier from the sun’s harmful 
UV rays, designed to keep you safe 
and comfortable even when faced 
with extreme temperatures and sun 
exposure. 
QUICK DRY and BREATHABLE 
Breathable fabric pulls moisture away 
from your skin and evaporates it 
through the shirt into the air, keeping 
you dry and regulating your body 
temperature. 
ANTI-MICROBIAL and  
ANTI-ODOUR 
An antimicrobial treatment destroys 
or inhibits the growth of a wide range 
of microorganisms and prolonging 
the life of the fabric. 

Microorganisms include bacteria, 
viruses, protozoan and fungi, like 
mold, mildew, algae and yeast. The 
treatment helps to avoid odour build-
up when ambient moisture is present 

and to make sure you feel good even 
on strenuous fishing sections. 
SOFT and STRETCHY FABRIC 
Made from a lightweight stretch fab-
ric, high quality polyester super soft 
against the skin, you will not want to 
take it off. The exceptional elasticity 
of spandex fibers grants maximal 

freedom of movement. 
ABRASION RESISTANT 
Polyester is comfortable yet durable, 
abrasion-resistant, and it does a good 
job of  reta in ing i ts  shape af ter 
repeated use, built for maximized 
ruggedness and it is ideal for extreme 
and extended use.  n



SNAIL & GARLIC GLUG 
SNAIL & CRAB GLUG 
Excellent for PVA bags, spod 
mixes, stick mixes and any fresh 
water ground bait as it creates 
an attractive scent around your 
baited area. 
• Gives a real boost of attraction 

that will release over time. 
• This is a thick and sticky liquid 

which will cling well to any 
hookbait. 

• Long shelf life. 
• 200ml bottle.

15mm SNAIL POP UPS 
Our Snail Pop ups are made with our Snail and Shell powder which is full of 
natural amino acids, protein, calcium and many more vitamins and minerals 
which Carp, Barbel, Chubb and 
many more fresh water fish love. 
• Use with our powdered snail 

meat and/or shell powder to 
coat the boilies, this will make a 
unique and very effective bait. 

• Approx 60-65 pop ups per tub . 

15mm SNAIL WAFTERS 
Our Snail Wafters are made with our Snail and Shell powder which is full of 
natural amino acids, protein, calcium and many more vitamins and minerals 
which Carp, Barbel, Chubb and many more fresh water fish love. 
• Use with our powdered snail meat and/or shell powder to coat the boilies, this 

will make a unique and very effective bait. 
• Approx 60-65 pop ups per tub.

ABOUT SNAIL FISHING BAITS 
We supply 100% natural snail baits for coarse fishing across 
the UK. We have been farming snails in the heart of Dorset 
since 2006 and are the largest supplier of fresh snails to chefs 
in fine dining eateries across the UK.  

Since the pandemic we’ve had a bit more time on our 
hands, so we had the idea to develop a range of products for 
coarse fishermen. Dad and I use the snails regularly at 
Throop fisheries in Dorset, catching some specimen Chub 
and Barbel, so we thought why not make this available to 
everybody? Snails are a familiar and fundamental food 
source for the majority of coarse fish, they are found in their 
natural habitat and contain a high nutritional value which 
fish are instinctively drawn to. We now supply a range of 
meat and shell products which we are really excited about 
and have no doubts that they will catch some monster fish! 
 
Meat products 
Snail meat is full of protein, amino acids, healthy fats, calcium 
and many other vitamins and minerals which are highly 
attractive to carp, barbel, chub and many more coarse fish. 
All of this goodness is essential to healthy growth meaning 
they will actively seek it out. 

Our meat products have been dehydrated for many hours 
and can be bought whole, chopped or powdered. To prevent 
floatation, the whole and chopped meat will rehydrate in a 
matter of minutes, tripling its original weight. Rehydration 
can be as elaborate as you like as the meat acts like a sponge, 
soaking up rock salt, colourings and flavourings extremely 
well. 

Our powdered snail meat uses 4kg of fresh snail meat to 
produce just 1kg of powder, giving you 4 times the nutrients 
per weight! We have found the meat powder works really 
well when mixed with maggots and vamps up any ground 
bait mix. 

The dehydrated snail meat must be stored in an air-tight 
container in a dry, cool environment, preferably indoors in 
the winter months as sheds and outbuildings can get damp 
during rainy seasons. They do not need to be refrigerated.   
 
Shell products 
The shell of a snail contains around 98% calcium which fish 
need for egg production plus fin, scale and bone 
development. The shells also provide a great crunch, which 
carp are able to crush with their strong pharyngeal teeth. 
Both of our shell products (crushed and powdered) are great 
used in a spod mix or any form of ground bait. 

Alongside our pure meat and shell products, we have also 
developed a range of bait using a mix of the two, these 
include Snail Boilies, Dumbells, Pop ups, Wafters, Hard 
Hookers as well as Snail & Garlic Glug and Snail & Crab Glug. 
 
WWW.SNAILFISHINGBAITS.CO.UK

DEHYDRATED SNAILS 
An excellent natural bait for 
Carp, Barbel, Chub, Catfish 
plus many more fresh water 
fish. 
• Full of natural amino acids, 

protein and many more 
vitamins and minerals. 

• These rehydrate in minutes, 
taking on colour and 
flavourings like a sponge. 

• Rehydrate for bottom 
fishing and use dehydrated 
for surface fishing. 

• Can be presented directly 
on a hook or hair rig whole or chopped to create a snowman rig, we call it a 
snailman!. 

• Keep these in an air-tight container in a cool, dry place for a long shelf life. 
• Storage and information sheet will be included with every order.

Here’s a selection of our products…



CRUSHED SNAIL SHELLS 
An excellent natural ground bait for Carp, Barbel, 
Chub, Catfish plus many more fresh water fish. 
• Contains 98% calcium which fish will source out 

as its good for fin and bone development. 
• Excellent for pva bags, spod mixes, stick mixes 

and any fresh water ground bait, as it gives your 
baited area a nice crunch which the fish love and 
that sound could draw more fish to the area. 

• Unlimited shelf life.

SNAIL BOILIES 
Our Snail Boilies are made with our Snail and Shell 
powder which is full of natural amino acids, protein, 
calcium and many more vitamins and minerals 
which Carp, Barbel, Chubb and many more fresh 
water fish love. 

Use with our powdered snail meat and/or shell 
powder to coat the boilies, this will make a unique 
and very effective bait.

1KG & 5KG DUMBELLS 
Our Snail Dumbells are made with our Snail and 
Shell powder which is full of natural amino acids, 
protein, calcium and many more vitamins and 
minerals which Carp, Barbel, Chubb and many 
more fresh water fish love. 

Use with our powdered snail meat and/or shell 
powder to coat the boilies, this will make a unique 
and very effective bait. 
DUMBELL HARD HOOKERS 
Our Snail Dumbell hard hookers are made with our 
Snail and Shell powder which is full of natural 
amino acids, protein, calcium and many more 
vitamins and minerals which Carp, Barbel, Chubb 
and many more fresh water fish love. 

Use with our powdered snail meat and/or shell 
powder to coat the boilies, this will make a unique 
and very effective bait. 100g pots.

POWDERED SNAIL SHELLS 
An excellent natural ground bait for Carp, Barbel, 
Chub, Catfish plus many more fresh water fish. 
• Contains 98% calcium which fish will seek out for 

their fin and bone development. 
• Excellent for PVA bags, spod mixes, stick mixes 

and any fresh water ground bait as it creates a 
scented cloud around your baited area. 

• Great for coating boilies, the moisture in the boilie 
will draw in the powder giving it a rich snail shell 
flavour, scent and crunch! 

• Great additive for base mixes when making 
homemade boilies. 

• Long shelf life. 
• Storage and information sheet with every order.

WWW.SNAILFISHINGBAITS.CO.UK

@snailfishingbaits

snail_fishing_baits

DEHYDRATED CHOPPED SNAIL MEAT 
An excellent natural ground bait for Carp, Barbel, 
Chub, Catfish plus many more fresh water fish. 
• Full of natural amino acids, protein and many 

more vitamins and minerals. 
• These rehydrate in minutes, taking on flavourings 

and other attractive ingredients like a sponge. 
• Rehydrates to 3 times its dehydrated weight, i.e. a 

1kg bag rehydrates to 3kgs. 
• Can be used as it comes or can be crushed up, 

giving you large and small particles around your 
baited area. 

• Excellent for PVA bags, spod mixes, stick mixes 
and any fresh water ground bait. 

• Keep these in an air-tight container in a cool, dry 
place for a long shelf life. 

• Storage and information sheet will be included 
with every order. 

POWDERED SNAIL MEAT 
An excellent natural ground bait for Carp, Barbel, 
Chub, Catfish plus many more fresh water fish. 
• Full of natural amino acids, protein and many 

more vitamins and minerals. 
• Excellent for PVA bags, spod mixes, stick mixes 

and any fresh water ground bait and fantastic for 
adding to maggots. 

• We use 3kg of fresh snail meat to produce 1kg of 
powdered Snail meat, giving you a condensed 
protein rich bait. 

• Great additive for base mixes when making 
homemade boilies. 

• Also great for coating boilies, the moisture in the 
boilie will draw in the powder giving it a rich snail 
flavour and scent. 

• Keep these in an air-tight container in a cool, dry 
place for a long shelf life. 

• Storage and information sheet with every order.

15% DISCOUNT on all orders until 31st August 2021 – please use code SFB1521
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Startops 
By Alan Gale – introduction by Rob Maylin
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Being born in Luton meant that 
most kids that went fishing tried 
Tring Reservoirs because there 
was a direct bus from Luton 
town centre which stopped by 
the pub, just over the hump 
backed bridge crossing the Tring 
arm of the Grand Union Canal 
right next to Tring Reservoirs. 
Once off the bus with all your 
tackle it was then your choice of 
fishing either the canal or the 
reses, the closest of which was 
Startops. At the time, 1960-1970 , 
Startops was known as a top 
specimen water, not for its carp, 
because as far as I know there 
weren’t any in there, but for its 
bream and roach, and the top 
specimen anglers of the day 
would all be up there with their 
swing tips and swim feeders. 
The reses had also produced the 
British record catfish; in fact I 
worked with a guy at Vauxhall, 
James I think this name was, 
who netted it at about 44lb I 

think, a true English monster, 
and probably one of the only true 
English catf ish of  that size 
EVER! 

The canal was stocked with 
carp in the 70s by Luton Angling 
Club who had the fishing rights 
at the time. As far as I know, but 
I might be wrong, the reses were 
never ‘officially’ stocked with 
carp but some of the ‘growers’ 
from the canal flew through the 
air and landed in Startops. It’s 
amazing how carp can fly some-
times, but good job they did, as 
you will read in this short piece. 

Alan would be the fist to admit 
he is no writer, however for a 
non-writer he’s done us proud. 
Pioneering somewhere like Star-
tops takes some guts; this place 
was well off the beaten track as 
far as producing big carp goes 
when Alan first spotted some. 
Although Alan was not the first 
person ever to fish for carp on the 
reses he was up there. I have to 

really thank Alan for getting this 
all together; he had his tackle 
including his camera stolen 
some years ago, and it took a lot 
of effort to find these old photos. 

 

T
he first time I ever saw 
Startops was when 
m y  o l d  m a t e  P a u l 
E l l iot t  was f ishing 
Marsworth Resovoir, 
which is on the same 

complex. I had popped over to see 
Paul, and while I was there I said to 
him, “I’m going to have a look at Star-
tops while I’m here,” so I walked 
down to the bird hide and looked into 
the lake. It was shallow and I could 
see first one carp and another carp of 
l o w  t o  h i g h  t w e n t i e s ,  a n d  m y 
eyes nearly popped out of my head, 
like the joke glasses with eyes on the 
end of the springs! Then I saw one 
low to mid thirty at a guess, so I 
stayed for a bit longer. Then I saw a 
definite mid to upper thirty, so I called 
Paul get his ass down here and within 

33lb 14oz – first big mirror.
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31lb 4oz – second thirty out of Stars.

Mid to upper 30 caught in the dark.

five minutes he was here. We could 
not believe what we were seeing: “I’m 
getting a ticket even though it’s not a 
very good looking lake after seeing all 
the lumps floating around,” I said. 

I finished work on Friday, went 
home, loaded my van, and then went 
to the lake. I got to Startops at around 
3.30pm and sat down on the high 
bank and looked for a while. No carp 
anglers were to be seen; an unusual 
situation around this area, as most 
lakes were stacked out with them. 
There were only tench and bream 
anglers on the lake. As I watched, I 
noticed that most of the anglers were 
only fishing 50 to 70 yards out. I was 
opposite the bird hide on the road 
bank, and I thought to myself that it 
was looking good for long-range fish-
ing, 150 yards up to 170 yards to reach 
the back of the second island. I knew 
I could reach that distance, as I had 
taken Terry Edmonds casting lessons. 
I planned out where it would be best 
to fish, where I could have two islands 
in front of me with a lot of water 
behind too, and the buns, which are 
barley bales. 

I looked to my right, and the pig-
gery bank looked good – swim no 1. 
It’s a bit of a walk from the car park, 
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34lb 9oz – Startops common.

Low 30 common.
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Another nice reservoir common.

Two-tone mirror, my first 40 at 41lb+.



Startops

26    FREE  LINE

Phil Shewan with Arthur at 43lb 14oz (Tails Up Bait).

The big linear.
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Arthur at 43lb 14oz (went up to 48lb in 2014).

Si’s fish at 39lb 2oz (the linear) caught by Phil Shewan.
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so I got my gear and began the long 
hike around, something most anglers 
that fished here couldn’t be bothered 
to do. I got to my swim with the 
islands to my left and the buns to my 
right. These are the only features on 
the lake, so I got my marker rod out, 
put on a 4oz lead and had a few 
casts around. Eventually I found what 
I was looking for. My spots were at 
160 yards, a nice light green weed 
covering the bottom, but perfect for 
my presentation. The weed smelt 
fresh and nice, and I knew they liked 
a bit of salad with the main course! 

I got my rods out Century FMJs 
with Daiwa Basias. These will do the 
trick, as they are built for the big 
chuck. My rigs were all ready – snow-
men plus my greedy pig rig, all with a 
10mm pop-up and three 10mm bot-
tom baits. The pop-up was a white 
Peach and Black Pepper from Carp 
On Baits – deadly effective. I got my 
rods all baited up and wrapped a bit 
of white foam around the hook. I 
always do this so I know everything is 
sitting nicely on the bottom of the 
lake. I cast two rods out to the spot, 
and then I put a chod on the other rod 
with a Peach and Black Pepper 20mm 

and cast it just off the spot. 
Then the work starts – Spombing! I 

love it! When I started Spombing peo-
ple walking around would go “Wow! 
Look at him casting out!” They didn’t 
have a clue and shook their heads 
thinking I must be nuts. I had a little 
chuckle to myself and carried on. I 
don’t think many anglers were fishing 
on here at range. I got my Spombs 
given to me for  nothing, which 
helped, what with them being £10 a 
go! It’s hard work and can take an 
hour or two. When I finished Spomb-
ing I got the throwing stick out and 
put a kilo or two out, spreading the 
boilies around in an area the size of a 
tennis court. 

I set my home up and began to 
relax. I tend to leave my rods on the 
spots until I have a run. If no runs 
come they will be out there for 24 
hours. About midnight I had a take 
from a 10lb common on a greedy pig 
rig. I reloaded my rod and got it back 
out on the spot. Happy days – first 
fish on the first trip. I got my head 
back down until about 5am when my 
Delkim screamed off. I was playing 
this carp for about 15 minutes, and 
when she came to the surface I saw 

she was a good common this time. I 
weighed her and she went 31lbs. We 
are off, I thought to myself. I called 
Paul and let him know what I had 
caught. In fact he fished with me the 
next time I went. I had a 34lb mirror 
and he had a ‘tree fish’ that night. 
Then I had some bad luck and lost a 
few big fish. 

To cut a long story short in my first 
year I had nine runs and landed five 
fish all from the same swim using the 
exact same method, bait and spot. 
The second season I moved around a 
bit, swim to swim, and only had four 
runs but landed all four fish doing 
everything as I did in my first season. 
There was nothing very big, so I was-
n’t a happy chappy. The third season 
I fished on my own until I met Carl 
who had a big fish Easter weekend. 

When I had my forty out of the old 
swim on the piggery bank, again we 
had been baiting our swims for a 
month then fished together on the 
Easter weekend. Carl fished to the 
right side of me, the other side of the 
buns and like I said earlier we had 
two forties out that weekend. 

Two weeks later I returned to the 
lake and did the same thing. I arrived 

31lb 8oz common, Phil Shewan.
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Sunset over Startops.

at 3am and at 3.30 I cast the marker 
rod out get my FMJs out. I rigged 
them up and baited them up, with 
two on greedy pig rigs and the other 
on a chod. I cast them out to the spots 
and cast the chod rod off the spot to 
the left nearer to the islands. I gave 
myself a few minutes and got the 
throwing stick out to put 2 or 3kg of 
20mm boilies out spreading them 
around the area of a tennis court 
again. 

I found that the fish seemed to 
move onto the baited spots as soon as 
they picked up the boilies. They are 
spread out, so it makes them look 
around for free offerings and find your 
hookbaits, and as far as hook baits go 
they seem to like the Peach and Black 
Pepper. I had no fish through Satur-
day, and at 3pm I pulled my rods in, 
rebaited, and cast them out to the 
spots again.  

I had some food and a cuppa and 
decided to chill out for the rest of the 
day. The way I have my bivvy door 
facing I can lie on my bedchair and 
see my spots without getting out of 
my bed, so I’m in my bivvy most of 
the time. I had a 32lb mirror out on 
Sunday morning at about 8am, a 
lovely fish, and then I had a common 
of 34lb. 

When I fished the next time I fin-
ished up with two twenties. Startops 
holds lots of commons and I had a 
common of 26lbs – I was only on the 

lake for two hours on my spots. I had 
seven twenties, three thirties and one 
forty that year. It’s funny but all my 
fish bar one came out during daylight 
hours. 

I had a bit of stick on the lake in my 
first year but kept at it. If it was not 
for my old mate Graham Taylor of 
Carp On Baits I might have given up. 
I must thank him for all the help and 
supplying me with the bait. I don’t 
think I would have caught like I 

did without his bait, so a big thank 
you to Graham Taylor at Carp On 
Baits and Terry Edmonds for casting 
lessons. 

When I pulled off, my mate Phil 
Shewan fished the same spots I had 
shown him and did the same as me; 
he caught some lumps and some very 
pretty fish, so well done to Phil. 

Happy days on Startops – what a 
lake, and Carp On Baits – what a 
bait… Peach and Black Pepper.  n

39lb 8oz, which was the last fish before Phil Shewan pulled off.
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T
his  May Chronic le 
Fishing had the real 
p leasure to review 
what we believe to be 
one of the next up and 
coming carp lakes to 

hit the Midlands day ticket scene. 
Located near the quaint little market 
town of Whitchurch in Shropshire, we 
couldn’t help but take a short walk 
around to explore the local surround-
ings, visit the local pub (of course) 
and take in the history and beautiful 
countryside before hitting the bank. 
We had travelled three and a half 
hours from the heart of Essex, so after 
taking in some of what Whitchurch 
had to offer, we made the short drive 
to May’s review venue and were 
blown away when we arrived at 
Blakemere Leisure (www.Blakemere-
leisure.co.uk)  

The fishery is owned and run by 
Dave and Nic Marvell, and after meet-
ing Dave for the first time we could 
instantly see just how passionate he 
is about making his fishery one of the 
best around. Owning the lake for the 
past eight years but only having it 
open to the public for the last three 
and a half, preparation and good plan-
ning means the lake already boasts 
an impressive head of 20lb carp, 
around 44 to be exact with 24 of those 
fish upwards of 25lb with a good few 
30s added to that number. The cur-
rent lake record is stands at 32lb 4oz, 
a common. The lake itself is around 
eight acres in size with nine quality 
purpose built carp swims to house all 
manner of modern day bivvies. A 
maximum of eight anglers at any one 

time are permitted to fish Blakemere, 
so please use the online booking facil-
ity to reserve your session. This lim-
ited number of anglers was designed 
to give you plenty of privacy, water 
and scope during your stay on the 
complex, almost making you feel you 

Chronicle Fishing

are alone on the fishery.  
Feature wise the whole lake has a 

mixture of reed-lined margins, bul-
rushes and lily beds scattered across 
the whole body of  the lake, but 
remember not to dismiss the open 
water, as this can always be very pro-

Kevin Goss holding a nice 18lb 4oz mirror caught over Galaxy baits.
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ductive. The lakebed itself is made up 
totally of silt with the water having a 
peaty brown tinge to it most of the 
year - hence its original name being 
Blackmere. Other than some patches 
of swan mussels and gradual changes 
in depth there are no real bottom fea-
tures to speak of, but a marker is still 
worth a go to find a hidden gem or 
two located on the lake bottom. The 
fishery is estimated to hold around 
220  carp  ranging  f rom 15-25 lb 
upward, with a few smaller f ish 
included from spawning over the 
years.  

While on the subject of spawning, 
Dave’s care for his stock is second to 
none, and he actually closes the lake 
for as long as needed to allow the fish 

to spawn in peace, without angling 
pressure to reduce stress – not some-
thing many day ticket waters can 
boast but something we feel many 
should. This is a passion for Dave first 
and a business second, but we feel he 
handles both bril l iantly. Further 
examples of Dave’s commitment to 
carp care is the barbless hook only 
rule and the large carp cradles pro-
vided in every swim, so no need to 
bring your own – another nice touch 
for this already impressive venue. The 
fishery has secure gates at both 
entrances with ample space for park-
ing with a toilet also located in the car 
park. Dave also sells a top quality 
boilie on site, in the form of Essential 
B5 with matching pop ups, please 

RULES 
Please note you do NOT need unhooking 
mats as we have placed some Nash XLS 
cradles in every swim. Please use them.  
• Strictly NO wading under ANY 

circumstances. The lakebed is 
very unstable and this is for your 
own safety.  

• ALL under-16s must be 
accompanied by adults at all 
times. 

• Three rods allowed all year, except if 
you have paid to fish together in a 
swim when it’s max two rods each.  

• No tents. We are NOT a CAMPSITE. If 
you are not a serious enough angler to 
own a bivvy or brolly, please don’t 
book on. 

• We do check all vehicles for tanks to 
stop thefts. This is routine. Please don’t 
be offended if we ask to look in 
your vehicle.  

• 15lb min breaking strain main line for 
carp anglers.  

• No braided main lines for carp. Braid is 
ok for pike anglers only.  

• Pike anglers can use shop brought 
dead baits only. No live or deadbaits 
from other venues/rivers allowed.  

• Live baits are allowed, but must be 
caught from Blakemere.  

• Radios are allowed but must be turned 
down and not be heard from the next 
swim.  

• No leadcore.  
• BARBLESS Hooks ONLY on ALL 

rigs  
• Barbed or semi-barbed hooks are 

BANNED on ALL rigs. We do random 
rig checks.  

• No fires. 
• No pets. 
• No boats allowed including bait boats.  
• No litter whatsoever. Please take it 

home with you.  
• No alcohol.  
• No fixed rigs. Running rigs preferred, 

but lead clips allowed if used properly 
and not pushed on too tightly.  

• Prepared nuts allowed in moderation.  
• Floater fishing for carp is allowed.  
• No carp sacks allowed on site.  
• You may be asked to reel in at any time 

in order for your rigs to be checked.  
• You must always be within ten metres 

of your rods, and never leave them 
unattended.  

• Please be considerate towards other 
anglers at all times.  

• You must be in possession of a valid 
EA rod licence, or two licences if 
fishing three rods. 

Lilly’s fish at 31lb 8oz

Ricky Westpfel holding a stunning upper double linear.
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contact Blakemere for details. 
The May weather couldn’t make its 

mind up on this trip, and as soon as 
the barrows left the cars we were 
greeted by torrential rain and were all 
soaked through while setting up, only 
for it to change suddenly again to glo-
rious sunshine once we had finished 
(typical!). Spirits were high though 
and not even a good soaking could 
dampen them. We were quickly off 
the mark with the first fish falling 
within hours, but do not let this fool 
you; this fishery is by no means a runs 
water with time and effort needed to 
reap the really big rewards this lake 
has to offer. Over the course of the 
session we were rewarded, netting 

There are plans to have a toilet and 
shower block built to make it more 
comfortable for anglers, otter fencing 
to be erected around the entire site 
and also plans to add extra, smaller 
lakes to help move stock around, 
keeping the balance just right for the 
carp to grow and give the complex a 
different level of quality that will set it 
apart from the rest. We truly can’t 
wait to see this place finished and get 
a chance to fish it again. A huge 
thank you to Dave for his hospitality 
and if there are any questions you 
need answered on the fishery, please 
v i s i t  t h e  w e b s i t e  f o r  d e t a i l s 
www.Blakemere-leisure.co.uk. If you 
are interested in having your lake 
seen and promoted in Big Carp please 
get in contact with us at www.chron-
iclefishing.co.uk.  n

five fish to just over 18lb. All the fish 
were in pristine condition, looking as 
if they had never been caught or even 
seen a rig. A fellow angler also booked 
onto the lake was just ending a 
superb week-long session as we 
arrived, banking around 18-plus carp 
to the high 20s from the Pads swim. 
Top angling that man! 

This fishery has the potential to 
have it all, and we can’t wait for Dave 
to finally finish a lifelong ambition. It 
is still a work in progress; a little 
rough round the edges, but with lots 
of improvement to come over the 
next year or two, it’s really going to be 
a force to be reckoned with in the 
carp community, watch this space. 

Steve Hall with Blakemere stunners 
to 30lbs 4oz.
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I
t was a set of lakes in Norfolk 
that had kept me angling 
for more time than I care to 
remember with the thought 
of one day getting a place on 
the syndicate. I knew in my 

heart of hearts that it wasn’t going to 
be easy; after all it had taken a while 
to first find out the place even existed, 
as at the time it was very hush-hush, 
but I was determined to get a ticket 
despite getting the usual, “You’ll 
never get a ticket there” or “It’s dead 
man’s shoes, don’t waste your time.” 

The actual complex is made up of 
six lakes all containing carp of varying 
sizes, but two lakes stand head and 
shoulders above the rest. The syndi-
cate is run as a syndicate within a 
syndicate, in which you progress until 
eventually you hit the jackpot with a 
top lake ticket. My first real break 
came to me in early 2004 via a local 
Internet forum while doing a bit of 
digging, asking about the venue. The 
guy who ran the forum sent me a 
message and said that yes, he had a 

ticket, and he would enquire about 
spaces on my behalf. Anxiously day 
after day the postman came and went 
with no luck until one day another 
message came via the forum: the guy 
in charge had an application form for 
me at his house… I’m sure by the 
time I had half read the message I 
was searching for my car keys for the 
journey. 

Although I firmly had my eye on 
one of the top two lakes which held 
bigger fish in the hope of being 
offered a place, I knew that would not 
come straight away, and I would have 
to bide my time. It was while helping 
out on the complex with some gen-
eral maintenance during the close 
season of 2011 that I was pulled to 
one side… “There’s one ticket left for 
the next lake up for the new season. 
Would you like it?” I didn’t need ask-
ing twice, and I said yes there and 
then. 

This was a very different lake to the 
one I had been fishing the previous 
year at around eight acres and a lot 

shallower with fewer residents and 
heavily weeded in parts with a lot of 
features, the main ones being a 
plateau, an island and a shallow bar 
that led off the island. There are 
around 60 fish, of which more than 
half are over 30lbs, with a handful of 
40lb-plus fish with a mix of commons 
and heavily scaled linear mirrors. 
Many of these weigh in excess of 30lb 
with some exceeding 35lbs, and one 
particular linear I had heard about, 
which was around 37-39lb at the 
time. 

I decided to leave the opening 
night  draw of  2011 to the guys 
who had fished there a long time; 
after all with only 11 swims I didn’t 
want to get of on the wrong foot 
by being a new member and getting 
drawn out first. That first season went 
by and I had probably the smallest 
fish in the lake, a stocked fish of 21lb. 
My confidence had taken a right bat-
t e r i n g, a s  I  h a d  f i s h e d  r e g u l a r 
overnights all season just for one fish! 

Then all sorts of things start going 

The Big Linear at 41lb.
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on in your head. Was I approaching it 
wrong? Had I bitten off more than I 
could chew? Was the bait right? 
Rigs? Line? Leads? It was all going 
off and properly getting under my 
skin. 

During the close season I learnt 
that a bait deal had been struck and 
the venue would get its own boilies 
made, which would be introduced to 
the lake throughout the close season. 
I was on it like a flash and immedi-
ately ordered some and began intro-
ducing it myself during the close sea-
son on several spots to give myself 
more of chance of being on a baited 
spot come draw time. 

The fish were very lively during the 
close season, and through stealth I 
got incredibly close to several large 
fish, then from the left in came a stun-
ning linear. At this stage I even took 
another pace back to make sure she 
didn’t see me, and what an awesome 
looking fish. On one side she looked 
nearly fully scaled but on the other 
side you could tell she was a linear. I 
was that shocked at what I was look-
ing at that I didn’t take note of the fish 

following her, again another linear but 
slightly smaller, but nonetheless as 
pretty as the big fish. 

That day the target was set, I 
wanted that fish more than any other 
in the lake and formulated my plan of 
attack by regularly watching during 
the close season for any signs of her 
in any areas, and I soon got to know 
an area she particularly seemed to 
like. It might have been a bit short 
sighted due to there only being 11 
swims, but after watching her on one 
spot that was the area I baited every 
time I was at the lake. 

June 15th 2012 saw me and 13 oth-
ers gathered in the car park eagerly 
awaiting the draw. The odds were 
heavily against me in several ways, 
the first being that 14 anglers into 11 
swims won’t go so three anglers were 
going to be unlucky and have to fish 
one of the other lakes. The next was I 
had put all by eggs in one basket with 
my baiting of just one spot, but then 
again I thought if I didn’t get lucky in 
the draw the area I wanted would be 
free at some point. 

The hat with the numbers in went 

round and I unfolded my pick – num-
ber eight. Well, at least I was in and 
had a swim, but the chances of get-
ting the one I wanted was very slim. 
Slowly, swims got taken; it got to four 
and no one had picked the one I 
wanted… five, six… still there… then 
seven and he was taking his time… 
“Please, no, please, no’ went over and 
over in my head, which felt like ages, 
and it was, but he picked a swim on 
the opposite bank. “Who’s got eight?” 
went the shout. He didn’t have to 
wait long for my reply or my pick; 
everything was falling into place, but 
would the fish play ball? 

I got round to the swim and had a 
quick chat with the guy next door and 
proceeded to get the bivvy set first, as 
light was fading and we still had a 
good three hours before we could 
cast in. I knew the area was quite 
shal low in general  with a lot of 
weedbeds, but also one or two clear 
areas, and that my spot of the island 
margins was maybe 4ft deep. It 
turned out to be a long three hours, 
but during that time I was having a 
think about things and how I won-

A fish from last year at 37lb 2oz.
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dered if the fish would spook a bit off 
big beds of the new bait? A plan was 
needed. 

I had a rummage through my kit 
and found a tub of CC Moore’s North-
ern Specials, which have a good rep-
utation for tripping up big fish. That 
was that then; one rod would be 
fished with a normal bottom bait on 
the new boilie, but the other would be 
fished as a snowman topped with a 
10mm white Northern Special on a 
blowback rig. 

A test in a bucket of water showed 
it was perfect; the bait was sitting on 
top of the hook and it just looked 
absolutely right I could do no more 
than hope the fish were about, and 
while thinking that, BOSH, one 
crashed out. I could just make out, 
and it was just off my spot, so by now 
I was itching to get started. Casting 
around was allowed before the start, 
but after this fish had shown itself I 
felt I would ruin any chance I had by 
doing this. Besides, the fish had 
shown me where I needed to be, and 
I near enough knew the distance and 

direction by using a big old tree as a 
mark against the moonlight. Midnight 
came, the witching hour so they say, 
and the call went up ‘GO ON THEN!” 
We were away. 

Having thought earlier about the 
amount of bait, I decided the left hand 
rod with the bottom bait would have 
around twenty baits on it cast to the 
spot, but the right hand rod with the 
snowman rig would be fished as a 
single and cast in around 6-8ft off the 
spot I had been baiting. With a mini-
mum of disturbance both rods went 
out first time; the left hand rod gave a 
solid thump back up the line, and I 
was happy with that. The right hand 
rod gave less of a thump, but with rig 
foam on I knew that even if there 
were a few strands of light weed the 
hook point would be clean and fish-
able. 

What happened next will stay with 
me forever. I had only just settled into 
my sleeping bag for the night, maybe 
only half an hour after casting in. I 
made sure I had everything to hand 
should I need it, when the right hand 

rod kicked out a single bleep. I was up 
and out of my bag in a flash and 
beside the rod. It bleeped again and 
then tore off. As I lifted into it the fish 
kited further to the right, but it didn’t 
feel all that heavy. I soon had it under 
control, and it just plodded in front of 
me with no lunges or runs. I was 
beginning to think I had one of the 
large bream when under the light 
of the head torch she rolled on the 
surface… “No, that’s no bream; it’s a 
carp alright!” But I still couldn’t really 
see which one it was, and even when 
it rolled over the net cord little did I 
know… 

I gave out a huge sigh; I was off the 
mark already. Get in! What a start! I 
settled myself down, bit through the 
line and returned the rod onto the 
sticks. I parted the net while it was 
still in the margins and that’s when 
it hit me; it was the Big Linear! I care-
fully unhooked her in the net, making 
sure the fins were all in the correct 
place and that she was calm. I went 
to lift the net from the water. “Oh 
Jesus, she’s heavy.” I needed some 

The other linear, 28lb 6oz.
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help, so securing the net and making 
sure she was ok, I went next door to 
wake up my mate. “I’ve got it, bud. 
I’ve got it!” “No way,” he said. “Yes 
way, and I’ll need help lifting her out – 
she’s huge, mate.” 

We quickly got back to the swim 
and she was fine just sitting in the 
bottom of the net. By now the guy on 
the other side of me had heard the 
commotion and joined us. We lifted 
her and the net from the water and 
placed her in my already soaked Fox 
cradle, which she filled. As we parted 
the net the scales shone through 
against  my head torch – i t  was 
undoubtedly her! I’d done it, and with 
my first fish of the season! She looked 
spawnbound so as quickly as possible 
we weighed her at 41lb and slipped 
her back in the lake with minimal 
fuss. I was on cloud nine – adrenaline 
pumping! It was time for a celebra-
tory beer and a few well-done hand-
shakes, and although it was now 
nearly 1am I called the missus… as if 
she would understand, but I did it 
anyway. 

After things had calmed down I 
walked the line back out to the mark I 

had made further up the bank and 
recast to where I thought I had been 
fishing. Well I must have got it right 
because just after dawn the same rod 
was away again! This time a longer 
fight ensued, and I really thought it 
was one of the big girls, but after it 
was in the net it looked a bit smaller. 
Once I had it  out of the water I 
instantly recognized her as the other 
fish I had seen with the Big Linear in 

the close season, and at 28lb 6oz I 
was well chuffed to say the least. 

Sometimes everything comes good, 
and this session had certainly proved 
it. I went on to have some other nice 
fish that season including one while 
my youngest son was fishing with me 
at just over 22lb. I still fish the venue, 
and with other targets in mind, who 
knows? Another dream session may 
be just round the corner.  n

WIN A HOLIDAY FOR TWO
Our good friends Steve and Sandy  
Bond have put up a fantastic competition prize 

in Big Carp to celebrate Big Carp’s 
250th issue. Here’s your chance to 

win a Holiday for two including 
food at Lake Bossard.

And it could not be simpler to enter… All, you have 
to do is go to the BOSSARD Facebook page… 
1 You must like the Bossard page. 
2 You must like and share this competition. 
3 And just write “Done”  

in the comments.

Closing date is 
1st December 
2021.

Good luck!



VISIT POINGDE

POST & PACKING
Small items 

£4.00 
Reels & standard 

items  £6.00 
Rods & larger 
items £8.00 

Orders will currently 
take longer than 

normal to be delivered

SHIMANO REELS

ORDERS OVER £25 
ARE POST FREE

SPECIAL OFFER
ALL ORDERS OVER 

£25 NOW POST FREE!

£69.99

rrp £89.99

OUR PRICE

SLEEPING BAGSTrakker Deluxe 
Thermal Bedchair 

Cover

Trakker Big Snooze 
Plus WideTrakker Big Snooze +

£49.99

rrp £64.99

OUR PRICE
6000RB

£52.50

rrp £69.99

OUR PRICE
10000RB

For anglers wanting reliable Shimano 
Baitrunner technology on a small 
budget, the new Baitrunner ST-RB is 
the natural choice.

BAITRUNNER
ST6000RB

BAITRUNNER
ST10000RB

VASS-TEX CHEST WADERS

£89.99
OUR PRICE

£54.99
OUR PRICE

700E Nova 
Heavy Duty 

PVC 
Chest 

Waders

600 Series 
Chest 

Waders

£57.50

rrp £74.99

OUR PRICE

£84.99

rrp £76.49

OUR PRICE

NASH TACKLE 
TITAN HIDE XL BIVVY

£249.99

rrp £299.99

OUR PRICE

NASH TACKLE 
INDULGENCE 
BIG DADDY 

CHAIR

£149.99

rrp £164.99

OUR PRICE

£109.99

rrp £120.00

OUR PRICE

NASH TACKLE 
INDULGENCE 
ULTRALITE 

CHAIR

£159.99

rrp £175.99

OUR PRICE

NASH TACKLE 
INDULGENCE 

HI-BACK 
CHAIR

£99.99

rrp £109.99

OUR PRICE

NASH TACKLE 
INDULGENCE 
DADDY LONG 
LEGS CHAIR

£139.99

rrp £153.99

OUR PRICE

NASH TACKLE BED BUDDY

£44.99
OUR PRICE

£125.99

rrp £139.99

OUR PRICE
4800mAh

£188.99

rrp £209.99

OUR PRICE
9600mAh

FOX HALO 
POWER 
PACKS

Perfect portable 
source of bank side 
power for charging 
a variety of electronic 
devices such as 
mobile phones, 
laptops and 
audio/visual 
products.

SONIK VADERX 
RS CARP RODS

£59.99

12FT

OUR PRICE
2¾LB & 3LB

£59.99

12FT

OUR PRICE
3¼ & 3½LB

£54.99

10FT

OUR PRICE
10FT 3LB

VaderX RS carp rods are the 
evolved and refined version 
of Sonik’s award winning 
VaderX carp rods.

SONIK XTRACTOR 
CARP RODS

£53.99

rrp £59.99

OUR PRICE
9FT 2¾LB

£62.99

rrp £69.99

OUR PRICE
10FT 3¼LB

£62.99

rrp £69.99

OUR PRICE
10FT 3½LB

Sonik XTRACTOR carp rods fill a real 
gap in the market for affordable 
top-quality rods that are easy 
to transport due to their 
short pack down lengths.

NASH TACKLE 
INDULGENCE 

SUB-LO
CHAIR

£424.99

rrp £467.99

OUR PRICE
SS4

£449.99

rrp £494.99

OUR PRICE
SS4 WIDE

£399.99

rrp £439.99

OUR PRICE
SS3

£424.99

rrp £467.99

OUR PRICE
SS3 WIDE

The latest generation of 
renowned Indulgence Sleep 
Systems include up rated and 
extended lumbar support, 
along with USB connectivity 
for storing power packs and 
charging smartphones and other 
electronic devices. All while 
sleeping in absolute comfort!

NASH TACKLE INDULGENCE 
5 SEASON SLEEP SYSTEMS

Save £££’s with this bundle 
special offer!! Three of the 
revolutionary Siren R3 alarms 
and a receiver for well over 
£100 off the normal RRP!

£324.99

rrp £441.96

OUR PRICE

NASH TACKLE 
SIREN R3 BITE ALARM 

BUNDLE SPECIAL OFFER

Trakker Tempest 
Advanced 100 Bivvy

TRAKKER BIVVIES

Trakker Tempest Brolly 100T

£674.99

rrp £749.99

OUR PRICE

£269.99
OUR PRICE

The Bed Buddy is a lightweight session accessory 
that allows you to sit on a bed with correct back 
support, without carrying a separate chair.

£109.99

rrp £175.00

OUR PRICE

DAIWA EMBLEM SPOD REEL

Designed around the 
body and spool of 
the Emblem Pro, the 
‘Spod’ retrieves over 
100cm of line for 
every handle turn.

AMAZING PRICE!

This special edition Tournament BASIA QD 
Custom Reel has been built to Poingdestres 
Angling Centre’s unique specification for the 
discerning angler wanting that distinctive look!!

£449.99

rrp £580.00

OUR PRICE

DAIWA TOURNAMENT BASIA 
QD POINGDESTRES EDITION 

CUSTOM BUILD REEL

WYCHWOOD 
TACTICAL WALLED MAT

Produced from fish friendly materials and 
excessive foam thickness to create the ultimate 
mat system. Complete peace of mind whilst 
handling fish during unhooking and photography.

£74.99
OUR PRICE

WYCHWOOD 
TACTICAL BROLLY

Unique internal 
storage pockets 
included

£169.99
OUR PRICE



ESTRES.CO.UK

CARP RODS IN STOCK

Harrison
Harrison Advanced Rods Torrix TE 
Special Carp Rods
12ft £342.00 £307.80
12ft6 £342.00 £315.90

Harrison Advanced Rods Cerbera Carp 
Rods
3lb  £270.00 £243.00  
3.25lb  £270.00 £244.62

Trebuchet Light 12ft 3.75lb   
 £414.00 £372.60

Century
Century C2 (Command & Control) Carp 
Rod s
12ft 3.25lb £469.00 £430.00
12ft 3.5lb £489.00 £450.00

WE ARE A CYGNET PRO 
DEALER, TO SEE THE 
FULL RANGE EITHER 
VISIT US ONLINE OR 

CALL ON 023 8051 0077 
FOR ADVICE.

UNIT 11, SOUTHAMPTON TRADE PARK, THIRD AVENUE, SOUTHAMPTON, SO15 0AD

EMAIL US AT SALES@POINGDESTRES.CO.UK
OR VISIT POINGDESTRES.CO.UK
FAX: 02380 773841

find us on facebook.com/Poingdestres

Fox Stalker Plus 
2/3 Rod Pod £89.99

rrp £109.99

OUR PRICE

VISIT US ONLINE FOR OUR 
FULL RANGE OF RODS

E&OE

5 MINS

J3 M27

6000SQ.FT
SHOWROOM

We are a Aqua Pro Dealer, to 
see the full range either view 

online or call us on 
023 8051 0077 for advice.

BAIT
FULL RANGES 

IN STOCK
We also stock

RIDGEMONKEY PRODUCTS 
NOW IN STOCK

TRAKKER LEVELITE 
TRANSFORMER 

CHAIR

£116.99

rrp £129.99

OUR PRICE

POST
FREE

£99.95
OUR PRICE

The E800 Series 
Camo Chest Wader is 

reassuringly tough and 
uniquely comfortable 
due to its bi-stretch 

properties.

Similar to the original 
Series 700 Nova 
model, this camo 

pattern model doesn’t 
get much cooler for 
the image conscious 

angler!

POST
FREE

VASS-TEX E800 
SERIES CAMO 

CHEST WADERS

FOX RX+ MICRON BITE 
ALARM PRESENTATION SETS

£569.00

rrp £654.99

OUR PRICE
3-ROD SET

£719.99

rrp £799.99

OUR PRICE
4-ROD SET

FOX R-SERIES 
1-MAN XL BIVVIES

The R-Series 1-man XL bivvies 
are ideal for the angler wanting 
additional space and head room 
created by the extra high frame.

£246.99
OUR PRICE
KHAKI

£200.00
OUR PRICE
CAMO

FOX EOS 1-MAN BIVVY

The EOS 1-man bivvy is the 
ideal starter bivvy for the 
beginner, or those with a 
restricted budget, offering 
great value for money.
Features include:-
• 8000mm hydrostatic head fabric
• Two-rib, pram-hood design featuring a 

generous peak for extra protection
• Two-way letter box style door with integrated 

mesh insert plus PVC and solid panel options
• Front can be rolled back to create an open 

fronted shelter
• Lightweight groundsheet and heavy duty pegs
• Supplied in a zipped carry bag

£148.99

rrp £164.99

OUR PRICE

£629.99

rrp £699.99

OUR PRICE
BIVVY

Pioneer DPM Camo 100 
1-Man Bivvy System

SONIK GIZMO 3-ROD 
REMOTE ALARM SET 

& BIVVY LIGHT

£249.99
OUR PRICE

NASH TACKLE SLEEP SYSTEM

£199.99

rrp £219.99

OUR PRICE
STANDARD

£229.99

rrp £252.99

OUR PRICE
WIDE

This Sleep System is a blockbuster 
for comfort and value, utilising Nash’s 
expertise from producing the carp world’s 
most successful bed systems - the 
Indulgence range.

DELKIM RX-D DIGITAL 
REMOTE RECEIVER
The Rx-D Digital Remote 
Receiver is the bespoke partner 
for the new Txi-D alarms and 
includes improved features over 
the original Rxi model.

£149.99
OUR PRICE

DELKIM TXI-D 
DIGITAL BITE 

ALARMS

£134.99
OUR PRICE

LEDs available in:-
Blue, Green, Purple, 
Red, White or Yellow

DIGITAL

REMOTE

RECEIVER

ALSO

AVAILABLE

NASH TACKLE 
MF60 INDULGENCE 
5 SEASON SLEEP 

SYSTEMS

£474.99

rrp £522.99

OUR PRICE
SS4

£499.99

rrp £549.99

OUR PRICE
SS4 WIDE

£449.99

rrp £494.99

OUR PRICE
SS3

£474.99

rrp £522.99

OUR PRICE
SS3 WIDE

Nash set the standard in luxury 
and comfort with their legendary 
Indulgence beds, but now they’ve 
raised the bar even 
higher, with their all 
season MF60 sleep 
systems. NEW

£799.99
OUR PRICE

Pioneer 150 1-Man 
Bivvy System

AQUA BIVVIES

£143.99

rrp £159.99

OUR PRICE
WRAP

Pioneer DPM Camo 100
1-Man Bivvy System Wrap

NASH TACKLE
BUSHWHACKER 15M 

BAITING POLE SYSTEM
Next level accuracy and reach 
for stealth positioning of rigs in 
areas inaccessible to even the 
sharpest casting.

NASH TACKLE SIREN S5 
DIGITAL BITE ALARM

£19.99
OUR PRICE

BLUE, GREEN, 
RED, WHITE

WYCHWOOD 
TACTICAL SLING MAT

£59.99
OUR PRICE

£149.99

rrp £164.99

OUR PRICE

WYCHWOOD TACTICAL 
1-MAN BIVVY & WRAP

£249.99
OUR PRICE

£119.99
OUR PRICE

The Tactical 1-Man Bivvy is a 3-rib shelter, 
designed to offer comfort and protection all 
year round. The unique shape allows for a good 
footprint without compromising on height.

Turn the Tactical 1-Man 
Bivvy into a true ‘home 

from home’.

Tactical 1-Man 
Bivvy Overwrap

THINKING ANGLERS 
CAMFLECK LUGGAGE

We have a large selection of this luggage 
visit poingdestres.co.uk for full range

£13.99
OUR PRICE
REEL POUCH  

£17.99
OUR PRICE
ROD SLEEVE

£79.99
OUR PRICE
RUCKSACK

£32.99
OUR PRICE
COOL BAG

CAMFLECK 
REEL POUCH

CAMFLECK SINGLE 
ROD SLEEVE

CAMFLECK 
RUCKSACK

CAMFLECK 
COOL BAG

ESP CAMO LUGGAGE
40ltr Camo 
Rucksack

Camo Tackle 
Cases

Camo 
3-Rod 
Quiver
&
Sleeve

£49.95
OUR PRICE
40LTR RUCK

£39.95
OUR PRICE
QUIVER

£12.95
OUR PRICE
SMALL/LARGE

/£15.95

AQUA PRODUCTS 
DPM LUGGAGE

Roving 
Rucksack

£119.99
OUR PRICE

£84.99
OUR PRICE

Small Carryall

Deluxe Roving 
Rucksack

£159.99
OUR PRICE
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I
 turned up at a tricky little 
Essex syndicate about 8am 
on the 5th June 2014 for my 
first trip of the new season, 
which is the start of my sec-
ond season on the stunning 

venue!! It had taken me some time to 
finally start to get amongst some of 
the beautiful carp that inhabit this 
lake; about 40 swim around in its 
depths in total with the addition of a 
few stockies last winter. 

As soon as I arrived, I could see the 
swim I had been having some suc-
cess of late from and had been baiting 
was free so headed straight for it. 
Once in the swim I could see that a 
strong southwesterly was blowing to 
the opposite corner of the lake, which 
was tempting me to set up in the 
teeth of it, but I thought I’d give my 
prebaited spots a go for a few hours, 
and if nothing occurred I 
could always have a look 
down the far end a little 
later!!  

My spot I had found was 
a smal l  gravel  str ip 38 
yards out from the bank 
with fresh young weed 
either side of the gravel, 
and the depth was around 
10ft. The marker went out 
just past the weed I would 
then pull back through the 
weed then would come the 
tap-tap-tap of the gravel... 
perfect!! 

It’s a two-rod limit on 
this venue so both rods 
were positioned 6ft apart. 
The left hand rod had an 
18mm Retro Baits Meaty 
Garlic hookbait and the 
right hand rod was on a 
snowman setup with an 
18mm Meaty Garlic bot-
tom bait and 14mm white 
Meaty Garlic pop-up. I 
then topped up the area 
with around 75 Meaty Gar-
lic boilies. All baits had 
been soaking in the match-
ing Meaty Garlic glug the 
night before. The spot had 

been kind to me recently with com-
mons of 23lbs 8oz, 22lbs 12oz and a 
mirror of 31lbs 6oz. 

I didn’t have to wait too long. After 
only 90 minutes the right hand rod 
roared off and an immense battle 
commenced, the initial run stripping 
around 40 yards of line from me with 
me powerless to stop it. I knew I had 
something special on the end! I then 
realised that I could be in some trou-
ble, as it kited into the bank along to 
my right. Just to the right of my swim 
was a large overhanging tree, its 
branches protruding into the water. 

I waded in and sunk the rod as low 
under the water  as I  could and 
pumped the fish back, praying it 
wouldn’t find a snag. I must say my 
legs were trembling at this stage and 
the heart was going twenty to the 
dozen! 

Finally the fish appeared my side of 
the tree, and in the gin clear water it 
looked amazing. I was blown away; 
after a few hairy moments in the mar-
gins I finally netted it… “YES!” I 
shouted! 

A few calls later and after calming 
down I was lifting the fish on to the 
mat. The scales settled at 38lb 3oz! It 
was also the first fish of the new sea-
son, a lake record and a new PB to 
beat!  

I decided not to recast that rod, as I 
had the other rod bang on the spot 
and only one hour later this whizzed 
off. Unfortunately this fish did manage 
to snag me and come adrift. It did 
look an upper twenty/low thirty. That 
wasn’t going to dampen how I was 
feeling at that moment, and the rest of 
the afternoon was a bit of a daze 
really, ha ha!  n

A Bit of a Daze 
By Danny Bailey
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Using the fishmeal & birdseed as a base, we have created an 
entire range of pre flavoured ufb’s. Some are brand new fla-
vours and combinations and some are old classic fan favour-
ites brought back and given a new lease of life. 

As with the fishmeal & birdseed ufb our flavoured ufb’s are fully 
compatible with our liquid feed range, thus keeping the amaz-
ing flexibility and customizations options offered by the ufb’s.

Flavoured 
range

15mm & 20mm

1.9kg £12.50
5kg    £26.00
10kg  £50.00  
25kg £112.50
50kg £225.00  

starmerbaits.com
eBay.co.uk/str/starmerltd
Amazon, search: starmerbaits
tel: 01268 690300
collection: call ahead.

Available from

UFB
ultimate feed boilies
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T
his quest takes me to 
Er ics  Wi l low Lake, 
Leeds. This was a syn-
dicate but is now day 
t icket .  I  had heard 
many good things, but 

fishing there proved all stories were 
true. I obtained my membership in 
March but due to the birth of my son 
it was difficult to get on there; I didn’t 
manage to get on till August. Before I 
start I want to thank all the lads I’ve 
met and Erics Angling; they’ve been 
an amazing help and are a great 
bunch of lads. It’s a good 25-acres 
with two small islands at the far end 
of the lake. There was a fair amount of 
weed on there, but this was not too 
bothersome, as I see this as a better 
guide to narrowing down the carp’s 
patrol routes. The quality of the stock 
and the fish coming out on my first 
few trips got me itching to catch the 
fish, and I had heard so much about 
Three Scales, the 50lb-plus mirror.  

During the first few sessions I was 
gett ing plenty of  runs, but this 
seemed to be the smaller of the stock. 
You can’t choose what picks up your 
bait – well, in a way you can, or at 

least limit the smaller stock, but I was 
there of course to target the larger 
residents. The end of August to the 
end of October never really produced 
anything and I was wondering why. I 
decided to scale up my hook size to a 
bigger hook, a size 4 Kurv and a stiffer 

hook link, in this case Rigmarole 15lb 
fluorocarbon. This stuff is the dog’s; 
you can twist it, kink it and all you 
have to do is pull it straight again 
with a good firm pull, but it genuinely 
goes back perfectly every time. 

By the time I think I cracked it win-
ter hit, and no matter what I tried – 
combinations of rigs, bags, singles, 
nothing worked. I did manage one 
over the winter, a common of 20lb, but 
I never saw a fish while I was there. 
Well, winter was at its end, and it was 
now February. The next time I turned 
up at the lake I could see signs of fish 
from the car park. The lake was fairly 
busy down one end, and I had seen 
the fish roll a few pegs further up. I 
waited to see which way the other 
anglers went round the lake; I knew I 
was going into peg five before even 
going for a look, as I’d seen a few in 
front of that peg from the car park. I 
can’t explain why, but it felt right. 

It didn’t take long to get the rods 
out, as I’ve fished this peg before, 
knew the spot they visited, and also 
had a few and lost a good fish. I put 

The Quest for 
Yorkshire’s Finest 
By Danny Hodgson

28lb 12oz caught on Steve Renyard’s Contrast boilies fished D-rig, with a 15lb 
hooklink, a size 4 Kaptor Kurv and a 4.5oz distance lead.

27lb 4oz – Steve Renyard’s baits and the same rig.
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two rods on a spot about 90 yards but 
I saw them land in a small weed bed, 
so I wound in, stepped forward about 
2ft or so and put it out again and 
bump! I pulled back only a couple of 
feet and it was nice and firm. I fired 
about 2kg of Steve Renyard’s top 
quality Contrast boilies. Thanks 
Steve; it really is a top, top bait.  

Nothing much happened through-
out the day and I never saw much 
either, but my nerves were on edge. I 
just  knew it  was going to go.  I 
couldn’t sleep, even after coming 
straight off a night shift. About 11.30 
it went, and I’ve never flown out of 
my bag so fast. It didn’t put up much 
of a fight, but it was properly nailed. It 
went 28lb 12oz. Thanks for the pic-
ture, Tommo. Yes, all my tweaking 
paid off. I did increase the size of my 
bait though to 19mm. I think bigger 
bait helps to deter the small stock, 
and I knew the changes I made would 
produce the bigger fish. Right, now I 
can sleep, I thought, until Tommo 
shouted me to do the honours. It was 
a lovely, dark 38lb mirror – top bomb-
ing, mate. NOW for some sleep. 

Nothing happened that night, and I 
woke up to a lovely clear sky, albeit a 
bit chilly. I could see everything from 
my bed so I didn’t need to move. I 
noticed few fish in front of peg 16, 
which was a good sign. About 10.30 it 
went again with a fish of 27lb 7oz – 
not a bad start to the year so far. I saw 
a few throughout the day, and I did 
manage a small low double later that 
afternoon, but that was it for that ses-
sion. 

I had been going through recent 
captures and was starting to see reg-
ular patterns of where they like to be 
in certain weather, moon phases and 
temperatures. They love the sun – 
that really gets them going. I couldn’t 
wait to get on again in the knowledge 
that they were well and truly awake 
from their winter slumber. I’d been 
keeping up to date with recent cap-
tures and again I had my peg in mind, 
confident they were there. When I 
arrived, to my advantage, there were 
only about seven anglers on and all 
seemed to be down the other end. I 
went straight to peg 7 and sat for 
about an hour. I saw a few good fish 
and was straight back to the car and 
back like lightning – ha ha! 

I’d fished the peg next door a few 
times, and I put two rods on a nice 
silty patch at about 80 yards in about 

7ft, and the third went on a ledge 
where it runs away from me fairly 
steeply to 10ft. I’ve lost a good fish off 
here before, so it’s not a bad bet. It 
was blowing a southeasterly, but the 
weather was gorgeous and relaxing. 
When I’d only just got everything up 
and the kit sorted, it was away. To be 
fair the fight was over pretty quickly. 
When I netted it, it looked a lump and 
I cheered, “Yes!” I sacked her and 
asked the neighbour a few pegs down 
to do the honours. When I got her out 
I realised she was bigger than I 
thought; she went 45lb 6oz and a new 
PB – not one of the target fish but 
welcome nonetheless. This fish was 
last out at 38lb and doesn’t come out 
often, so it felt even more special. I 
can’t  expla in  the  fee l ing, but  I 
couldn’t stop pacing up and down for 
hours.  

It had started to fill up by now and 
the fish seemed to disappear. I did 
manage a 23lb common that night, 
but my camera died, and I used my 
phone but didn’t wipe the condensa-
tion off the lens – Muppet! Never 
mind though – I was still buzzing 
from the 40! I couldn’t believe it. All 
these fish were caught on size 4 Kap-
tor Kurv fished D-rig. This rig is the 
dog’s and the hook holds are phe-
nomenal, they really are. It’s getting 

closer to sexy time, and I will be 
spending a fair bit there, so I should 
have some more stunners to report 
and hopefully one or more of the tar-
get fish.  n

45lb 6oz caught using Steve Renyard’s baits and the same rig again.
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Burghfield 
Common 
By Dave Lane 

My heart was racing.
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Rob’s Intro  
If you follow Big Carp Magazine 
on Facebook you will no doubt 
have been following the series of 
videos about Dave’s exploits on 
Burghfield.  We have posted 
about six in total: Dave’s first 
carp, Dave with a brace of thir-
ties, Dave with a brace of forties 
etc… You must have thought, 
like I did, that The Common 
would not be long in coming… 
and it wasn’t! He started fishing 
in May, and eight weeks later it 
was on the mat at 55lbs  – now 
that is the way to do it. We’ve all 
heard the stories of years on the 
bank, but not for Dave – straight 
in and out, thank you. Dave rang 
me after catching it to see if he 
could purchase one of our prints 
from the legendary carp series of 
the common, it really is out-
standing. He ended up walking 
away with the whole set includ-
ing The Black Mirror, Mary etc. 

I cannot thank Dave enough 

for the article and exclusive pic-
tures including this incredible 
cover shot. It’s one of, if not THE 
best cover we have ever had and 
a fantastic figurehead for this 
issue, “The Connoisseur’s Collec-
tion – Best Looking Carp in The 
UK thoroughbred Issue”. What 
else could we have on the cover 
other than the best looking carp 
in the country? 

W
hen you are 
p u t t i n g 
together  a 
mind’s eye 
view of the 
perfect com-

mon, no matter how hard you try, 
you are always going to come up 
with the same image, and that, of 
course,  is  exact ly  what  this 
incredible beast represents. I had 
deliberately put off fishing at 
Burghfield for years because I 
knew that  I  would instant ly 
become obsessed with this one 
single carp, and, due to its aver-
sion to anglers’ baits, I was well 

aware it could turn into a life mis-
sion.  I  had so many places I 
wanted to fish; so many carp that 
I still wanted to catch, and to put 
all that aside for just one fish 
seemed crazy. Unfortunately 
though, I was unable to look at a 
single picture of this wonderful 
creature without knowing, deep 
down, that I should be there. I 
should be putting all my eggs in 
that single golden basket and 
fishing for a carp to best all others. 

Two years ago the lake became 
part of the great Cemex sell-off, 
and for a while its future was 
uncertain. There was a period of 
time where I worried that I had 
missed the boat entirely, blown 
any chance I would ever have to 
walk the banks in search of the 
ultimate dream, but, luckily, it 
went into good hands and is once 
again open to anglers. I had actu-
ally fished there before, way back 
about 25 years ago when the likes 
of John Holt and Kenny Hodder 
were first there. I didn’t last 

‘The Classic Carp’, 31lb.
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The other side of this legendary carp.



Urban Baits Nutcracker 
Session Pack Competition

A massive thumbs up to our great 

friend Terry Dempsey for providing an 

awesome NEW monthly competition 

And it could not be easier to win this fantastic Urban 
Baits Nutcracker Session Pack which contains 5kg 

of 18mm Nutcracker Boillies (RRP £37.50) and a tub 
of Nutcracker Pop-ups (RRP £6.49), perfect for an 

early season session.

To win simply go to the Urban Baits Facebook page 
and ‘LIKE’ it. THAT’S IT! – Terry himself will pick a 

winner at random. 

Closing date is 1st December, 2021 

– SO GET LIKING!

B I G  C A R P  T O P  T E N  
C a r p  F i s h e r i e s

Web: cottingtonlakes.co.uk 
Email: cottingtonlakes@outlook.com 

Tel: 01304 380691

B I G  C A R P  T O P  T E N  
Day Ticket Carp Fishery

www.cooleacresfishery.co.uk 
L: 01270 812929 
M: 07747 007669 

e-Mail brian.reilly@live.co.uk 
Like us on Facebook

Our first home-grown 
Coole Acres 30lb common, 

caught 1am, 10th 
February 2020 

(Right in the 50mph teeth 
of storm Ciara!)

Angler: Dave Hogg 
Capture: ‘Oggie’ 30lb
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overly long back then however, 
and the common was an unknown 
fish; just a pup I would imagine. 
This April I received my ticket, 
and, like an overexcited school-
boy, I set off for a brand new 
adventure. 

The lake itself is amazing, and, 
even though we only had about 
sixty percent of it on the ticket, I 
instantly fell in love with the 
place. I had long and complex 
daydreams of catching fish from 
all the little nooks and crannies, 
islands, bays, channels and of 
course the big expanse of open 
water in the main section. Some of 
t h e s e  c a m e  t r u e ,  b u t  s o m e 
seemed ridiculous or overambi-
tious as I learnt more and more 
about the behaviour of the carp 
and the routes they used to get 
from one area to another. There 
were always areas that were 
going to be superior, and just a 
scan across Gaoogle Earth will 
give some indication of good 
ambush spots. 

Over the three months that fol-
lowed I flitted about like a blue-
arsed fly and fished everywhere I 
thought might hold a fish or two. I 
primed many areas, one of which 
was so incredibly close to the 
bank that, when the fish were 
actually there, I hardly dared 
breathe as I watched them glide 
in above my baits. One morning I 
took a brace of thirties, both from 
within one rod length of the tip 
ring – very exciting stuff, but I 
never once saw the common visit 
this particular area. 

The common has an entire 
mythology of its own; a legend 
created by piecing together its 
few previous captures and very 
rare sightings. You regularly hear 
people saying that the common 
only does this, or never does that, 
but with such a small amount of 
genuine information to compile 
the list from, I was not so sure 
that the list of dos and don’ts had 
the credence it was awarded. A 
carp is a carp, and, on the right 

day, it will behave exactly as it 
should and break all the rules that 
we assume bind it. It will go 
where it pleases and feed on 
whatever it wants to, regardless 
of what we think or say. That’s 
easy for me to say now, after the 
event, and yes, I did spend a few 
nights camped up in tiny little 
swims devoid of carp because 
they were known “Common terri-
tory”. 

We even found him on one occa-
sion, right at the end of the lake in 
a tiny little mosquito infested 
ditch, exactly where everyone had 
said he would be on the hottest 
days of the year. I spent hours 
filming and photographing him, 
and then, contrary to what every-
one said about him never feeding 
there, I set up and tried my hard-
est to tempt him. They were right 
on that occasion, and the only 
bites I received were poisonous 
ones! 

I fished long and hard at Burgh-
field, pushing the boundaries of 

A margin stalked 34.
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Tucked away in a little corner.
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After four hours I broke through to the water’s edge, the new swim.



L I M I T E D  E D I T I O N  •  S I G N E D  A N D  N U M B E R E D

www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk

LegendaryCarp Paintings
• Bazil

• Heather

• The Black
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• The Royal
Forty

• The Bishop

• The
Burghfield
Common

• Jumbo 

• Two Tone

• Mary and
Mary's Mate
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my sessions to the limits when-
ever the conditions looked good 
for a bite, and, by the middle of 
June, I had banked 14 fish, includ-
ing a brace of forties on one par-
ticularly crazy session. I was now 
fishing the way I liked it best, 
finding carp and angling for them 
with bait rather than skulking 
around in backwaters because the 
Common was once caught there 
in the past. I had no idea if I was 
getting any closer to him or actu-
ally limiting my chances, as he 
was renowned not to feed with 
the pack. 

One very productive area was 
in the northwest corner, near to 
the ski boat clubhouse, an area 
that had always been easi ly 
accessible in the past from an 
adjacent bank, a bank now in the 
out of bounds section. It was still 
accessible from the f irst ‘ in-
bounds’ swim but it involved 
wading along the margins when 

you hooked a fish so that you 
could play them safely in the open 
water beyond a group of buoys 
that separated the swim from the 
boat house. The controlling club 
had also given us permission to 
use a boat to free any snagged 
fish so the buoys were not as 
prob lemat ic  as  they  at  f i rs t 
appeared, particularly as they 
were tethered using a long length 
of soft coated elastic which was 
very line friendly. 

Nevertheless, I had campaigned 
for the reopening of an old swim 
that sat perfectly on the opposite 
side of these buoys, a short chuck 
across open water to the area we 
were already having good results 
from. From here there was just 
one single remaining buoy and 
that was further out into the lake 
than the main area, so it wouldn’t 
really offer too many problems 
anyway. Eventually I decided to 
actually offer my services to cut 

away the brambles and nettles 
myself ,  and this was hasti ly 
accepted and the new swim was 
planned. 

On the afternoon of Sunday the 
28th June I arrived at the lake 
armed with as much gardening 
equipment as I actually had fish-
ing tackle, and the four-hour task 
of swim clearance started in a 
wild frenzy of whirling blades, 
rakes and loppers. By the time I 
had broken through to the water’s 
edge I was exhausted and coved 
in blood and nettle rash, but I had 
a clear view of the water I wanted 
to fish… no wading needed now. 
When I had finally got my third 
rod into position I looked at the 
time and was amazed to find that 
it was 11.30 at night, so foregoing 
my dinner, I collapsed onto the 
bedchair for some much needed 
sleep. 

At 5am the following morning 
that sleep was rudely interrupted 

This is what dreams are made of.
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by a take; a take that resulted in 
me slipping the net under a very 
special fish, not that I realised it 
until a week later, but he was one 
of the original Burghfield mirrors 
known as the Classic Carp, and he 
was safely nestled in the bottom 
of my landing net mesh. It’s a fan-
tastic looking linear that’s steeped 
in history, but, to me, he was sim-
ply a just reward for the myriad of 
scratches, cuts and bites that cov-
ered both of my arms. I would 
have been happy with that, and if 
that had been the only bite of the 
session I would have gone home 
with a huge smile across my face, 
but things were just about to get a 
whole lot better and that smile a 
whole lot wider. 

I suppose it was about 45 min-
utes to an hour later when the 
next bite came along. I was actu-
ally filming the lake and hoping to 
get the rare sighting of a jumping 
carp on video when my alarm 

screamed out a single piercing 
h o w l ,  a  n o t e  t h a t  i n s t a n t l y 
changed into the tortured screech 
of the clutch as I bent into an 
absolute animal of a fish. I should 
really have guessed straight 
away, but part of my brain still 
believed that the common would 
not get caught in the open water 
along with the others – part of me 
still believed the legend I sup-
pose. If I said that that was the 
hardest fight I have ever had with 
a carp it still would not do it any 
justice whatsoever; it really had 
to be seen to be believed. 

Even when, about twenty min-
utes later, I slid the net under a 
huge golden common I still had 
doubts that it was him, doubts 
that were instantly dispelled 
when I tried to shake him down 
into the mesh and realised that he 
didn’t actually fit! His head was at 
the bottom and his tail was still 
poking out from the top, and then 

I knew… then I knew that I had 
just turned a dream into a reality. 

If I had stopped fishing right 
there and then I could have added 
a page to the legend, and it may 
have read that the big common 
only gets caught with the other 
original fish, such as the Classic 
Carp, but, after the photography 
and video was done and I was 
once again all alone, I decided to 
fish out my session anyway, to 
take time for it all to sink in and 
bask in the afterglow. 

Over the remaining 24 hours I 
added a further four fish to the 
tally although, but to be honest, I 
would struggle to remember what 
any of them actually looked like; 
they certainly were not old origi-
nals, and they definitely threw not 
the smallest shadow over the star 
of the show, the Burghfield Com-
mon, worthy of an inclusion on 
every list of iconic carp that will 
ever be written.  n

Returning the mighty beast.
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I
’ve fished the Linear complex 
in Oxford for coming up to ten 
years, and it’s safe to say that 
i t  a l l  came together  th is 
s p r i n g.  T h e  d u c k s  w e r e 
aligned, so to speak! It has 

taken a lot of effort, learning and 
especially listening to experienced 
anglers, and effort most definitely 
equals reward! 

Hardwick and Smiths has always 
been my first choice due to the wood-
carvings that it holds and pre 2007 
floods, there were a fair few 40s! I was 
fortunate enough to bank my first UK 
forty in the winter of 2008, with the 
Buddy Holly fish at 40lb 6oz. That was 
a  spec ia l  moment  and  the  las t 
recorded capture of what, in my view, 
was the jewel of the complex at that 
time. 

I continued to fish Hardwick on and 
off for the next few years, and due to 
work commitments found it hard to 
get on the bank as much as I wanted 
– same old story for all of us I’m sure! 

The A-team numbers were unfortu-
nately declining and the multiple 
stockings of smaller fish gave me an 
itch to move my attention elsewhere 

in search of another lump! I wanted to 
stay at Linear; it was convenient, 
being a local angler, is well run and I 
knew a few people. The toss-up was 
between Manor Farm and St Johns, 
and I knew that you had to have a dif-
ferent mindset for St Johns due to the 
very close proximity of other anglers. 
The head of fish were there, yes, but I 
was drawn to Manor. More water, 
more 40s; it was the one! 

It wasn’t until spring 2013 that I 
was able to do my first long stint on 
Manor and to be quite honest I was 
prebaiting a local club water with a 
top mate of mine, Leigh “The Badge” 
Sinnott. I arrived to find the lake 
totally stitched, so I jumped in the 
motor and drove to Manor. As many 
of you know, there are two dugout 
swims right next to the car park and 
the first one was free, so a bucket 
went in before I started the walk 
round. 

I went to talk to a lad, Andy was his 
name, in the Middle Dugout and he 

The Jewel in the 
Crown 
By David Hodgson

(Top)  25lb 3oz mirror – Leigh (Badge) 
and Olivia. 
(Left)  25lb 6oz mirror.
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was into a fish – blinding!! It turned 
out that he’d had quite a few already, 
and they were showing all over the 
shallows and the humps. The First 
Dugout was the choice and a top 
result, as it commands a lot of water 
and there’s not much of an opportu-
nity for other anglers to interfere with 
your patch… with day ticket fishing 
this is a critical edge! I was buzzing; 
at least ten nights ahead of me and 
over six or seven forties mooching 
about – tooooooooooooooot!! 

I had learnt about a couple of spots 
from fishing on shorter sessions and 
roughly knew where I needed to be. I 
had a lead around, found what I was 
looking for and marked the spots. I 
didn’t put any bait in due to the high 
pressure, sunshine and Andy catch-
ing on zigs next door. I had to whack 
them all on zigs and managed 16 fish 
pretty quickly, but nothing of any size. 
Manor is known for favouring a good 
quality boilie and big fish equal boilie! 
I had to change tactics and get them 
on the deck, and surely that’s how I 

would get into the bigger ones. 
I was put onto a Blake’s Baits fish-

meal  a  few years back and had 
around 30-40kg with me. I knew it 
worked, as I had caught plenty of fish 
in the UK and France and loads of 
lads had used it at Linear over the 
years with great results. I initially put 
out a couple to three kilos and would 

up the quantity on the back of how 
many bites I received. The approach 
was simple, the famous four – boilie, 
corn, hemp and pellet in a tight area, 
and then stick out boilie to get them 
searching even more to make them 
vulnerable. It worked, and I picked up 
quite a few bites topped with a fish 
called “The Pretty One” at 36lb 9oz 

(Top)  27lb 10oz common. 
(Below)  30lb 8oz mirror.
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and I was dead chuffed with that 
halfway through the session. 

I knew that Stewart and Ian Roper 
were due for their spring sessions, 
and they know these waters better 
than most, so I was starting to get a 
bit twitchy to say the least. Lo and 
behold, on Stewart’s first morning I 
got a knock on the bivvy to say that 
h e  w a s  a b o u t  t o  p h o t o g r a p h 
“Kempy’s Linear”. My rods were 
wound in double busy and I was 
straight round there with a coffee in 
hand! Words cannot begin to describe 
Kempy’s; it’s totally mesmerising – a 
woodcarving, a proper Oxfordshire 
minter and one that most definitely 
isn’t a mug! It was a privilege to have 
the opportunity to see it, and now I 
wanted to catch it myself more than 
ever! It has to be one of, if not the 
most impressive 40 on the complex 
these days. 

I ended up that spring with 36 fish 
topped by the 36lb 9oz, and let’s be 
honest, it’s a decent session to say 
the least! I did lose a few, and they 
always feel like the bigger ones, but 
Manor is also known for what Justin 
has recently called “turbocharged 
20s”, and we’ll never know what they 
were. I came away learning so much, 
and on reflection knew a couple of 
things I would change on the next 
visit. That’s what it’s all about, and 
these fish do not come easy!  

Between spring the autumn I man-
aged quite a few more nights; I think 
over 20 in total for about 70-odd fish 
including the spring session, and that 
was good going. I did a few sessions 
with The Badge on Manor and Jonny 
Walker on Hardwick with BBQs and 
beers; you know the drill! It was a 
good laugh, but my heart was set on 
the prize. It had to be the autumn to 

give it another go. I was going to miss 
out on the yearly trip to the continent; 
this year it was the River Ebro with 
Jonny Walker, Rob “The Unit” Rees 
and obviously Badge. Jonny’s dad, 
Martin Walker, owns Catfish Capers 
so they were in for a right two weeks! 
I had to hold back, and a long session 
on Manor was in order! 

A couple of us had a good spot 
going on the Manor during the latter 
part of the summer; it’s a well-known 
one off the road bank, and I was set 
on trying to get in there for the 
autumn munch. My bait had been 
going in regularly for loads of bites, 
and it’s an area that the fish start to 
draw for the winter. I drove in the 
gates twitching to see if the swim 
was free, and I was out of luck! Some-
one was in there, and then it was 
closed off for an article for two or 
three nights, so that was out of the 

Kempy’s at 43lb 2oz.
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question. I was a bit gutted but set up 
a swim or so down and fished the first 
night without a bleep. I wanted to get 
a swim going and build the bait up, 
but I wasn’t feeling it where I was. To 
cut a long story short, I moved three 
times in three days and ended up in 
the Brown swim on the river bank. I 
did a further two nights for one fish, 
and it was clear that something 
wasn’t right – the weather, my mind-
set or my approach. Badge and Jonny 
hadn’t left for the Ebro yet and were 
enticing me to go, but I wasn’t having 
any of it! 

I woke up the next morning with a 
total change of head; it just didn’t feel 
right. It’s hard to explain, but I am 
sure you all know what I mean… 

When it doesn’t feel right, it’s just not 
going to happen. I booked my flights 
and hire car in Spain from the bivvy, 
and I was off to the Ebro the very next 
morning!! Ten days of wild river carp-
ing with the lads! It was an incredible 
adventure; we made our own swim 
on the first day, but the lads weren’t 
feeling it and had the experience, so 
they went upstream to find some-
where else. I stayed put and watched 
the gear and managed to bag 11 fish 
to just over 35lb in a matter of hours – 
just brilliant sport!  

Martin and Jonny Walker with Cat-
fish Capers did a blinding job of look-
ing after us, and we had loads of fish 
on a truly awesome holiday! There are 
many stories to be told and Jonny is 
still suffering to this day!! Leigh and 
Jonny are definitely not shy when it 
comes to having a good time, and 
they now call  Jonny “the naked 
angler”, whereas really he’s just a 
total plonker! 

It took a few days to get over that 
trip, but it wasn’t long before my 
mind was back onto Manor Farm in 
search of the jewel in the crown, or at 
least one of the A-team. I did a few 
short sessions in late autumn to early 
winter for no bites, and in hindsight I 
should have got on the maggot. 

I don’t know about you, but my 
mind starts to think about spring 
almost as soon as Christmas/New 
year ends. For me, the winter period is 
an opportunity to think and tweak the 
approach for when that water tem-
perature starts to rise and the banks 
are so much quieter. I did a couple of 
sessions here and there, Linch Hill 
and Linear, but more for a social than 
anything, just to get some fresh air 
and get out of the house! No fish, but 
I didn’t really mind. 

Spring was on the horizon, and I 
was ready – my holiday was booked 
for a time that I knew would produce. 
I booked just over three weeks off to 
give me the ability to go down when 
it was bang on – flexibility is the key, 
and you’ve got to hit it right, as the 
next few weeks were to show!  

I got my bait order in with Peter 
Cox at Blake’s Baits, and they never 
fail to deliver with great quality and 
price! I also had a bit left over from 
the autumn and was ready to load it 
in. They do get their munch on at the 
right time of the year! I was in count-
down mode; it was a matter of six or 
seven weeks. Getting the last tackle 
orders in, more bait, getting tackle 
ready – you know what it’s like; it 
starts well before you get on the bank, 
and that’s why we all love it! The 

 (Above)  Taking Kempy’s out of the 
retainer to weigh. 
(Below)  Celebration! 
(below right) First morning on the 
Ebro.
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River Ebro – 30lb+.

River Ebro – 35lb+.
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anticipation was intense! 
I started to nip down to the com-

plex about once a week and about 4 
weeks before my trip, Jonny and 
Badge were up for a walk round. 
Jonny was thinking about a session 
on Hardwick and Badge on the 
Manor, so we all met up one Saturday 
afternoon for a walk round both lakes. 
A couple of mates were about, so we 
paid James a visit on Hardwick to see 
what was occurring. He was fishing 
for the bream, and said it was still 
pretty dead. We didn’t see a single 
fish show; it didn’t look right to me, 
and obviously my mind was over the 
road. I couldn’t wait to get over there. 
So much so, I left the lads to it and 
went to see Ian on Manor. 

What a different story over there! 
Fish were showing left right and cen-
tre; it was alive! I stood and chatted 
with Ian for a while before the other 
lads popped in; they were jumping 
everywhere, and this got me keen. 
Jonny and Leigh eventually joined us 
and didn’t see anything on Hardwick. 
We stayed with Ian and chatted for a 
while; we must have seen well over 

30-40 shows in a short space of time, 
and that was it for us. Both Jonny and 
Badge wanted to get on too! 

I knew the area that I wanted to tar-
get, but it was a matter of getting in 
one of the swims! Kev Hewitt was 
down about four weeks before my 
holiday started and fortunately Jonny 
managed to jump in behind him for a 
week. To say I was twitching was an 
understatement so much so that I 
brought a week’s holiday forward! I 
was constantly checking the weather 
forecast, and it was changing for the 
week I booked, and certainly not in 
my favour. Strong, cold northeaster-
lies were forecast, and I knew it 
would drive them out of the area. Lo 
and behold, I moved my holiday back 
to the original dates and sat on my 
hands. Badge called me up and asked 
if I minded him jumping in behind 
Jonny after I’d cancelled that week. 
Not at all… I mentioned to him that 
the fish would most likely push away, 
but we all know that some would 
stay, and it could be the jewel – 
Kempy’s! Anyway, Kev managed 
Spike at over 40lb and Jonny man-

aged 11 fish including two 30s! Leigh 
pulled in and was well up for it! 

The weather changed as expected, 
and they switched off! Badge did a 
couple of nights and then moved onto 
Hardwick and totally rinsed it! Top 
angling, mate! It turned out that my 
decision to change my holiday back 
was the right one indeed. I was dead 
chuffed, and I would be there in two 
weeks’ time! 

The first few days flew by, and I 
was down after work every night to 
check it out – the timing looked per-
fect. I got down there on Thursday, 
just over a week before I was due, and 
it looked cock-on! Fish were showing, 
water temperature was rising and 
there were big winds. A lad was 
pulling out of the Brown, and I was 
tempted to move in that night and 
sort work out the next day. However 
Stewart Roper was doing the tickets 
and mentioned the First Dugout was 
becoming available the next Tuesday, 
which would save me bringing my 
holiday forward too much. I spoke to 
the lad and managed to secure it! Get 
in! My holiday was brought forward 

The Big Simmo at 38lb 10oz from Christchurch.
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Our contributors to volume 2 are the 
anglers we aspired to, the heroes of 
that bygone age who were catching 
carp years ago before the hair rig 
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quite so easily. Bruce Ashby is haulin' 
on Laughing Waters, Leybourne as it 
became known. He and Mike Harris 
were prolific catchers in the sixties, 
with not a boilie or a hair rig in sight. 
Jim Gibbinson was more than a 
legend – a god some would say – 
from an age gone by. Rod 
Hutchinson… well, what can you say 
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been said before? His fishing and writing have entertained 
us for over a quarter of a century. Ritchie McDonald was 
way ahead of his time, the original pursuer of the largest. 
 
Kevin Maddocks was the man who unlocked the secrets 
of carp fishing to the masses, the angler who made carp 
fishing commercial and astounded us with his catches 40 
years ago and gave the world Carp Fever! Stevie Briggs 
has seen the changes firsthand from his early days in the 
Kent hotbed to globetrotting in search of the biggest it has 
to hold. Also there is a tribute in this book to the late, 
great Vic Gillings from Dick Gaynor. Bill Phillips recalls 
his early days. Richard Skidmore looks back at Redmire, 
and Paul Wilkinson remembers Wormleybury Manor. 
Derek Ritchie reminisces about Essex in the seventies 
when he held the county record. 
 
In this book you will find the anglers, some still well 
known and others perhaps forgotten that were shaping 
our sport thirty or forty years ago… some even longer! 
They were carp anglers from an age of secrecy, of 
originality and invention, carp anglers who were the first 
of their kind to put pen to paper and divulge their 
obsession. 

Our front cover shot is the great 
Bill Quinlan, famous for his 
Redmire catches, whilst the back 
cover is Jack Hilton, a carp angler 
whose tales of old spurred many a 
young man to try his luck for the 
ultimate prize, a fish thought 
virtually uncatchable, the biggest 
and cleverest in the land, the 
mighty king carp… I remember 
so well reading his tales, 
spellbound, almost transported to 
the bank where Sir Jack was on 
his Quest for Carp. 
 
So in this volume, we have many 
new additions to our series. As I 
say, some you will know and 
others you may not, but each had 
his role in moulding today's carp 
scene. Steve Allcott makes a rare  
appearance with his story of a 
Savay record that propelled him 
into stardom in the 80s and made 
him the king of the Colne Valley. 

Rod Hutchinson joins us again, this time with some 
advice on his favourite subject, bait, and some wise words 
on rigs, which still hold true today. Roy Williams talks of 
pioneering France back in the day. Eddie Bates tells a tale 
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from an age gone by, an age of mystery and of the 
unknown, an age long gone in today's world of social 
media, YouTube and the Internet… Carp fishing, and in 
some ways life itself, seemed to go at a much slower pace. 
Was it better than today's carp scene? I'll let you read the 
book first and come to your own decision.   
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bar a couple of calls I had to make 
that week, and the kit was in the 
kitchen ready… Haha – tooooooooot! 

I was due to pull in at around 7pm, 
but got there as the gates were open-
ing to make sure I got it. He was still 
there and I was in – blinding! It was a 
long wait, but I managed to respool 
and tie a few more rigs. The lad in 

there had four that afternoon, so I was 
absolutely buzzing, and all just short 
of the area that I fished the year pre-
viously – even better! 

I got in and flew a couple chods out 
for the first night. I think I had one but 
can’t truly remember. Wednesday 
couldn’t come soon enough; I wanted 
to load it in! So many fish from that 

swim this year, and they were all over 
it; I knew it would need a good quan-
tity. Not only that, but I wanted to get 
the spot bang-on and keep the bait 
tight. Daybreak and 10am hit, the 
rods were in, and I was round to the 
point with my marker. I found the 
spot and walked round to the swim to 
have a look – pukka! I went back 
around with the Spomb rod and two 
hours later it was well and truly 
loaded! I had three weeks off work 
ahead of me – all the time in the world 
– it just doesn’t get any better! 

I caught consistently Wednesday 
and Thursday night with four fish 
each night – result! I topped the bait 
up each day, and it was only a matter 
of time before the lumps came. The 
bites came all through the night, and 
I was finding it hard to pick them up 
first light, even though they were all 
over me. I still to this day can’t work 
that one out – maybe too much bait! 
Anyway, at first light on the first Sat-

(Top)  The Blue Common at 24lb 10oz. 
(Below)  The Pretty One – 35lb 8oz.
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urday I received a couple of bleeps to 
my left hand rod – twitchy! I was out 
of the sack faster than Jim Shelley 
fuzzing one long! One more bleep and 
it ripped off; I was in! This felt a lot 
better; however it was a very strange 
fight. It kited a couple of times but 
was more or less lunging around my 
two other lines. I was fishing at range 
and very close together, this fish 
knew what it was doing, and I wasn’t 
going to be done. It came into the 
margin, and they are pretty deep in 
the Dugouts – great sport. It powered 
off a couple more times and went on 
one long run straight towards my 
lines and wouldn’t turn. It had only 
gone and caught on my right hand 
rod, and I was twitchy. I couldn’t for 
the life of me untangle it, so I left it! A 
couple of minutes later and I slipped 
the net under a lovely scaly mirror. 

I peered down and saw what I 
thought was a stunning thirty-
pounder, so I was over the moon! I 
had another look and thought, that’s 
actually pretty damn large… I looked 
at the scale pattern more closely… It 
couldn’t be, I thought! No way, not 

me… I haven’t got Kempy’s! I got the 
photos out and went back to the net, 
talking to myself I was like, “That one 
there, yes. The big one there, yes. He’s 
o n l y  g o n e  a n d  c a u g h t  i t ! ” 
TOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
T!  

I went round to the lad in the Mid-
dle Dugout to verify it for me, and yes; 
it was Kempy’s. I couldn’t believe it! I 
called Ian Roper, as it was his week-
end, and he told me to keep it in the 
net and he’d come straight down for 
the photos. I also called Badge and he 
came straight down! It was awesome 
to have a couple of mates who were 
very experienced anglers to share the 
moment with, and what a moment it 
was. We weighed her on three differ-
ent sets of scales and she went 43lb 
2oz, a very healthy weight, and I think 
her biggest in the spring to date! I got 
a few photos thanks to Damian and 
Badge, and Ian got on the video, so 
thanks, lads! It was definitely a story 
for the grandchildren, and a true 
Oxfordshire woodcarving – the jewel 
of Linear Fisheries! 

Everyone filtered off slowly; my 

cigarette packet was almost empty, 
and I was almost out of coffee, but 
nothing mattered! I was in reflection 
mode for the whole day. The phone 
was ringing; you know what it’s like. I 
started to think that I hadn’t even 
done a week – just mental! What else 
would I bend in to? It quietened off 
for a couple of days with the odd fish 
coming here and there, and it only 
started to pick back up on Tuesday. I 
had a couple of thirties, both repeat 
captures with one being the Pretty 
One at mid-thirties. 

Wednesday came and Badge was 
down for an overnighter on Hardwick, 
but I managed to convince him to get 
onto Manor with me; it gets lonely on 
long sessions – ha ha! He pulled into 
the Middle Dugout and got his rods 
out. We had a BBQ and a few beers, 
reminiscing over old sessions in the 
UK and abroad and the capture of 
Kempy’s a few days earlier; it was a 
great evening.  

First light came and I had a one-
toner on my middle Neville, and this 
fish was powerful. There wasn’t any 
funny business like with Kempy’s; 

Popeye at 41lb 12oz.
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however it did try and go over the 
right hand hump. With enough pres-
sure I guided it round, and it wasn’t 
long before she was in the net. I 
looked down and couldn’t believe the 
width of this creature, and after look-
ing at its eyes, there was only one fish 
it could be and that was Popeye! The 
previous autumn it was recorded at a 
weight of over 48lbs, and it was defi-
nitely 40-plus now, but how big? 

She went on the scales at 41lb 
10oz, so that was two UK forties in 
just over a week! You wouldn’t dare to 
dream this session. It just couldn’t get 
any better! We took some photos and 
slipped her back into the depths. 
Thanks to Badge for your help and to 
have shared both moments – it was 
just unreal! Jonny popped back down 
for a social and didn’t fish, but he 
bought a bottle of fizz to celebrate… 
Cheers, mate! 

I ended up doing 13 nights for 40 
fish! Two forties – two thirties, loads 
of upper twenties and a fish called 
“the Blue Common”, and what an 
absolute stunner it is too. I fished to 

the best of my ability on every one of 
t h e  1 3  n i g h t s , a n d  i t  a l l  c a m e 
together! 

I went back to work about four 
days later, and my boss told me that 
he wasn’t expecting me in until the 
following week – what a result! I was 
still absolutely buzzing, and I thought 
I’d get a few more nights in, but this 
time it was on the mighty Linch Hill 
Christchruch. 

To cut a long story short, I managed 
to almost catch my bivvy on fire the 
first night and blanked the second 
night, although there were fish on me. 
I moved on the third day down to the 
Point, and managed a fish within two 
hours of moving in. It weeded me up 
twice – one hell of a battle. The net 
was slipped under it, and I knew it 
was big. It looked forty; the width was 
there. Adam Smith popped round and 
did the honours with the scales; she 
went 38lb 10oz and was a fish called 
“the Big Simmo” although it’s not a 
Simmo, and it’s a stunner! I couldn’t 
believe it; you just couldn’t write this. 

Over 70% of my fish caught this 

spring were on my Blake’s Baits food 
pop-ups! They are certainly doing the 
business, so cheers, Pete! 

I am still on such a high from those 
18 nights, and I just know that not 
much will top that for a while. My 
interest has slowly faded over the 
past few weeks, and I haven’t had my 
rods out at all. I think the only thing 
that will get me going is flicking a 
waggler next to some lily pads to 
remind me of where I started. The ris-
ing mist on a late spring morning as 
you drive through the gates, the buzz 
of watching the float twitch as a 
plume of bubbles rises to the surface 
and the packed lunch of sandwiches 
and a piece of fruit.  

The jewel was an amazing capture 
in one truly unbelievable three weeks, 
but sometimes we carp anglers can 
forget what it’s really about! I’m off in 
search of seclusion and solitude; 
however I am sure I’ll be back in 
search of the next gem in the not too 
distant future. 

Until then, tight lines, and I hope to 
see you on the bank!  n

France’s premier runs water 
www.lakefishabil.com 

07810 710 880

B I G  C A R P  T O P  T E N  
French Holiday Destination

Exclusive distributors for eagle claw 
brands in the UK and Ireland

For more on Reuben Heaton, Sportscale & RH brands 
call 01455 293000 or email info@reubenheaton.com 

Join Reuben Heaton on Facebook for all our latest news
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CHRIS ‘ESSEX MAN’ WOODROW’S WORLDWIDE FISHING ADVENTURES

YOU WON’T 
WANT TO 

PUT IT 
DOWN

“Written by one of the 
most experienced carpers 
of his generation, this is a 
fantastic book full of old 
school humour and inspiring 
adventures around the world!” 
Simon Crow, 
Editor, Carp-Talk 

“I loved Chris's book 
from start to finish. 

A tale which takes the 
reader from his beginnings 

in ' old school ' Essex around 
the globe fishing the worlds 

top fishing destinations, a 
must for every carper!”

Rob Maylin, 
Editor, Big Carp   

“A great book, full of entertaining 
stories and at last telling the full story 
of the Essex Man’s travels around the 
world”  Steve Briggs
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I
 had a week off work to coin-
cide with June 16th. After 72 
hours at a Berkshire water 
w i t h o u t  m u c h  a c t i o n  I 
returned home to stock up. I 
was going to go river fishing 

the next day but was drawn back to 
the lake on my way there. There was 
a margin swim where I had been 
trickling small handfuls of sweetcorn. 
I threw in some more and amazingly 

an upper double common was on it 
straight away. Back at the car I had an 
ESP 9ft Stalker rod and decided to try 
it out because of some overhanging 
bushes.  

Due to the weed growth I set up 
with ESP 18lb olive mono tied to a 
size 6 Big T Raptor baited with corn. 
On my return the common had gone 
but a large mirror had his head down 
feeding. As he moved out of the swim 

I lowered my bait in. He circled 
around and swam towards me suck-
ing in my hookbait. I struck and 
jumped into give maximum side-
strain as he made for the overhanging 
branches.  

The fish plodded around then sur-
faced and was guided into the net. It 
was only then that I realised that it 
was much bigger than I first thought 
at 42lb 3oz.  n

Opportunist 
Stalking 
By Martin Paget



CARPING AFTER-CUT
At last, the third book from the UK’s most prolific catcher, Jim Shelley.

Following in the footsteps of his sellout second book, Carping Re-Cut, this book
documents Jim’s fishing over the last few incredible years. No one comes within
light years of Jim’s captures over this time with numerous 50-pluses from some

very testing venues and a shed full of backup 30s and 40s.

Here is what Jim 
had to say…
“My new book is finally
here, ‘Carping AFTER-
CUT’, after spending
hundreds of hours
writing it bankside.
Come join me in the
next installment
detailing my highs and
lows over the last few
years, starting from
Charnwood, Ellis,
Dinton, Fen, Swavesey,
Woolpack, Bayeswater,
Sutton, Buchan plus
some poaching for good
measure.
Like ‘Carping RE-CUT’,
there will be plenty
going on to keep you
gagging for more.”

£35.00 plus £3.00 post UK

Buy it here with paypal: www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk
or pay by card on our ORDER HOTLINE 01252 373658

Order NOW – don’t delay! This book will sell out fast, as the print run was only
3,000 copies. Carping Re-Cut sold out, and secondhand copies are now £100!!

ALL BOOKS ARE
SIGNED BY JIM
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Chronicle Fishing

S
uperb! That about sums 
this month up for us, and 
what a month we have 
had at XL with spectac-
ular weather, some blis-
tering heat (some might 

even say Brazilian like) and with the 
World Cup on the TV. Even the Eng-
land football team could not bring 
spirits down. Fryerning’s Main Lake 
was looking absolutely spectacular, 
with me managing only one short 
session this July and coming away 
without a f ish. I  was sti l l  l ike a 
Cheshire cat the whole time on the 
bank. The fishing this month has been 
equally great for lots of members, 
w i t h  l o t s  o f  P B s  b e i n g  b r o k e n 
throughout the month with all man-
ner of named and sought after fish 
finding their way into weigh slings on 
both the Main Lake and the Valleys.  

Again I will start with the Main 
Lake, and it’s not always easy to pick 
one session above others with so 
many anglers I’m sure feeling ecstatic 
with their rewards from XL. But for 
me one does stand out above the rest 
with four monster fish coming out to 
member Peter Hudd on one single 
session. I’m sure he’s still in outer 
space, waiting to come down to 
Earth. He managed to find the Gurm 
at a monstrous 51lb, the Chunk at 41lb 
4oz, the Pretty one going 37lb and an 
unnamed 35lb mirror to top it all off. 

What a session – one that dreams are 
made of, but it seems they happen 
fairly frequently on this amazing syn-
dicate. As well as Peter having great 
results on the Main Lake, Brandon 
Gildharry landed Luke’s Common at a 
huge 40lb 6oz and Sam Walker struck 
white gold with the Dalmatian (ghost) 
at 36lb 8oz. There were still many 
more I’ve not got room to include, but 
they can all be found on the XL web-
site.  

Now onto the Valley Lakes, and yet 
again it’s produced some great carp 
this month with one fish in particular 
grabbing my attention above all oth-
ers and a stunning catch for young 
George Sykes, with his new PB com-
mon now standing at 35lb 8oz. Over-

all the lakes have been producing 
some huge fish, but not quite the 
numbers as in previous months. This 
may be down to them spawning or 
the slight lack of anglers, staying 
home to watch England trick them 
into thinking they had a chance of 
winning the World Cup… They get 
me every time. Still with over 40 carp 
caught this month from both lakes 
there are many happy syndicate 
members at XL.  

For the entire up to date goings on 
at Fryerning Fisheries please visit the 
website at www.xlcarp.com and if 
you would like Chronicle Fishing to 
help showcase your lake in Big Carp 
magazine please visit www.chroni-
clefishing.co.uk 

JUNE 2014 Lake Diary - Fryerning Fisheries, Ingatestone, Essex by Kevin Goss

Peter Hudd with the Gurm at 51lb.

Peter Hudd and the Chunk at 41lb 4oz. George Sykes with his new PB common at 35lb 8oz.



FATHERS DAY  
SUNDAY JUNE 20th 2021

NEW BOOKS 
www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk/online-shop.html 

NEW AND OLD BOOKS: 
 www.ebay.co.uk/usr/rarecarpbooksunlimited

Totally safe and virus free – there’s nothing 
quite like reading a good book to free your 

mind from all this anxiety.  

It's been a hell of a year, why not treat 
your dad (or yourself) to a good book?
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A
fter my red-letter 
day on St Georges 
Day on the awe-
some Christchurch 
Lake on the Linch 
H i l l  C o m p l e x  I 

decided to give Willow Lake another 
go. For my next session of 48 hours I 
opted for a very quiet corner of the 
lake where I’d seen a few low 20s 
right under a snag five yards off the 
bank in 2ft of water. SS4 crumb was 
quickly dropped onto a clear spot 
where I’d seen these carp. It spooked 
them, but I was happy to spook them 
with bait and not my baited rig. 
Within two hours of spooking them 
they were back, head down and 
munching hard on the crumb. I car-
ried on feeding them but wasn’t too 
bothered about placing a rig there, yet 
I was hoping for a bigger resident to 
come mooching in. I got my brolly set 
up way back from the margin, made a 
brew and dipped a few choccy Hob-
nobs whilst watching them feed. 
There’s great confidence in knowing 
the carp are feeding on your bait and 
feeding aggressively; it was awesome 
to watch. I knew once I lowered my 
baited rig in place it was game over 
for Mr. Carp.  

I waited for them to leave, and it 

wasn’t until 6pm that night when I 
baited with four handfuls of SS4 
crumb and chops and 30 whole baits. 
My rig was a simple blowback rig 
with a 15mm hard hooker coated in 
Squirrel Juice placed perfectly where 
I knew they was coming in. The fol-
lowing morning I had a savage take at 
7am. The spool ripped into action and 
the rod tip bent right round. I was 
fishing a tight clutch and I was on my 
rod straight away. I held on for several 
seconds to get it from under the 
snags before it kited into open water. 
The lead had dropped off and it was 
game on. I was buzzing already, hop-
ing for it to be a real gem. Ten min-
utes later a stunning scaly mirror 
graced my wet net – Yes! It was only 
a low 20 but that didn’t matter; it was 
another stunner from Willow Lake to 
my tally, and my other rod burst into 
action ten minutes later with a small, 
scaly mirror of 18lb – happy days! 

That day the rain came down heav-
ily; the heavens opened and it was 
lashing down big time. As I was look-
ing at the open water side of the 
island I saw two big carp lump out. I 
couldn’t believe my eyes – one was 
real light in colour but massive. That 
was it, and I was packing down the 
brolly and loading up the barrow 

quickly to get in the nearest swim 
available. I got soaked to the skin, but 
within 35 minutes I was where I 
wanted to be. 

I flicked out a lead 12ft into open 
water, which went down soft but 
clear. I clipped up and baited up with 
1k of 18mm SS4 and left it whilst I got 
my brolly sorted and got everything 
ready for that night. Two hours later it 
stopped raining so I got my rigs in 
place on two good spots with another 
kilo of SS4. I felt they were still in the 
area and active, so I had a chance of 
the huge mirror – game on! The sun 
had gone down, and at 8.30pm, 
within half hour of getting my rigs in 
place I had a one-toner. It stripped 30 
yards before I hit into a powerful carp, 
which  f la t - rodded me heading 
towards the humps. I held on, know-
ing I’d hooked into a big carp. The big 
mirror I’d seen earlier was running 
through my mind.  

It wasn’t till after a 20-minute battle 
in open water that I got the better of 
it, but it didn’t show itself till the very 
last minute when it popped up on the 
surface ten yards out, tail waving at 
me. ‘’Wow,’’ I said under my breath. 
My legs went like jelly. It was huge – 
it was the one I’d seen. I lifted a huge 
head over the cord of my net a few 
minutes later and yes – another lump! 
I made the net safe. The carp was sat 
in deep water while I got my camera 
gear sorted. I was shaking like mad. I 
lifted the big mirror out the water. It 
was extremely heavy; an easy mid 30. 
I laid her on the mat and took out my 
rig from its bottom lip. It was nailed 
with a very deep hook hold with my 
hard hooker to one side. I was smiling 
like a big kid on Christmas morning. 

I lifted her up and the needle was 
bouncing between 39lb 15oz and 40lb 
2oz. Mark from Linch next door came 
round to witness the weighing, took 
several pics, did a short video and got 
her back. Mark called the weight 39lb 
14oz. I wasn’t bothered about the 
weight; it was a proper old English 
warrior. I was buzzing and let out a 
massive sigh of relief. All the hard 
work moving in the rain had paid off 
and the SS4 was doing me proud. The 
carp love this bait. I quickly got the 

Linch Hill 
Part 2 by Marc (The Traveller) Twaite

Stunning low 20 scaly mirror caught under my tips on SS4 crumb.
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rig back on the spot and settled down 
for the night, adrenalin still pumping 
through my veins so I couldn’t sleep. 

The following day I packed up and 
went home – another 48 hours and 
another three carp, of which one was 
a jewel. I found out a few days later 
on the social networks that one I had 
hadn’t been caught in three years. 
Even better the SS4 was singling out 
the tricky fish, which is what I wanted 
from what is a very pressured day 
ticket water – my own bait reaping 

my own rewards. 
A week later, on another 48-hour 

session, I had planned to fish the 
same area and the same spot in open 
water on Willow. I got to Linch and 
everyone was saying to  get  on 
Church as they were having it. So I 
set up in a swim, which was one of 
only four left as it was very busy. I did 
the night, but I didn’t see a thing – no 
activity, no signs in front of me. Even 
though a couple had been out that 
morning further down the bank from 

me I thought of moving. I had a walk 
round Willow to find fizzing and 
coloured water not far from the spot 
I’d had the big mirror from the week 
before, so I quickly got a bucket in the 
nearest swim and packed my gear 
down from Church. An hour later I 
was set up on Willow again and did 
exactly the same thing; I baited with 
1kg of SS4 per spot and left it for an 
hour or so.  

I got myself a bacon and egg sarnie 
and a cuppa and relaxed for a while 
before baiting up again with another 
kilo. Then I cast out my rigs and felt 
them down in soft, clean silt – pukka. 
Lunchtime came round, and I had a 
single bleep on my middle rod. I 
watched the line move up in the 
water inch-by-inch and hit it! Yes! I 
was in, but it didn’t feel that big. 
There was not much of a fight really, 
but when I slipped her in the net a 
stunning bar of gold common sat 
there it. It looked wide and I said to 
myself, “Thats another 30.” It was! I 
got some awesome self-takes done 
and put her back. She was  33lb on 
the nose – happy Smurf.  

Wait… it gets better… Seconds, 
and I means seconds after putting the 
common back my other rod of the 
baited spot ripped off. This one a real 
plodder – deep and heavy. I could feel 
its head pulling down deep; my rod 

 Another jewel of the pond that had been on the missing list for three years, the SS4 proving deadly. 39lb 14oz.

Another awesome long common of 22lb – two in quick succession.
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Lovely common – the first of an afternoon brace of 30s from Willow Lake.

Bar of gold – the SS4 doing the business big time. Happy days for The Traveller. 37lb.
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More Thames Carping

Thames Carping was our best-selling book of 2019 and for a good reason. The Thames 
has everything a carp angler could possibly want, plenty of water, it’s the biggest carp 
water in the country, unknown stock, a stock which increases every time we have a flood, 
an element of the unknown (getting more known), very rare in today’s carp scene where 
every carp is flogged, logged ,blogged and caught by an endless stream of bounty 
hunters. 

Yes, the Thames really is the last frontier to be fully exploited. Thames carp anglers 
have many attributes of old school carping, stealthy, secretive and not bothered at all by 
the size of what they catch, although, like the old school, still hoping it’s the fish of a life 
time when the buzzer shrieks out!  

For Thames carpers the build-up too is very old school, they still have the close 
season, so this time is not wasted, as it was not years ago, recce’s, baiting up, getting 
baits established, building up swims, while always being conscious that to be discovered 
would be the end of their hard work, so coming and going discreetly, under cover of 
darkness, a covert operation. Their cards held tightly to their chests. And this is why of 
course that books on Thames carping are so rare and so readable.  

You see within these pages are their secrets revealed for all to see. Not blatant, no 
map grids in longitude and latitude to the latest hot spots but within the lines, read only 
by anglers who know what to look for. A clue here, a landmark there. All part of the 
ultimate jigsaw. So why do these secretive anglers choose to write, well simply because I 
ask them.  

Sometimes over several years. Most eventually agree, I am persuasive, arguing at 
their catches need to be documented and be part of the history books for years to come. 
Which is true, and why they do it. Not for money, to promote something or even self-
gratification but to be part of our great angling heritage. So that their kids and grandkids 
can look back and say “look! there’s grandad with a beautiful Thames Carp. He would 
spend hundreds, even thousands of hours fishing for them. 

So, here’s what we have, and may I say you will not be disappointed. Some truly 
amazing Thames carp, from different stretches, some urban some rural, some well in 
land and some tidal, but all from the amazing’ Old Father Thames’. 

Let’s start with Ash Geden, who takes the cover positions again. His 2018-19 season 
made riveting reading in book one. In this volume he is back for his 2019-2020 season 
with equally incredible results. Many huge carp, several over forty, the front cover 
leviathan being totally new. He is a great river angler with a gift for writing, you will love 
his next instalment. Simon Rumsey has been on a journey while fishing the Thames, like 
many I suppose, in search of a thirty, or even bigger! 

 Andrew Sadler has discovered some Thames secrets during his many years on the 
Thames, for you the reader, he divulges all. Graham Stevens is a Thames stalwart, having 
written several articles in Big Carp and a couple of chapters in the first Thames bool he is 
back in this volume to tell you how he does it. A technical A-Z for all to learn from, novice 
or expert Graham has some edges for you all. 

The Teddington Tank by Vince Humphreys is a chapter about a huge common, that 
fish of a life time that he freely admits was totally unexpected, but that’s the beauty of 
the Thames. 

Thames common by Mark Cook, yes, a there’s a theme developing here, A huge 
Thames common, one never to be forgotten. River Thames, Same swim, Same carp … 6 
months apart by Christopher Stockley is a great account which proves how territorial 
even Thames carp can be. My Love for the Tidal Thames a Brief History, By Roger Baker. Is 
a trip down memory lane for all those who like the history chapters? Thirty years on the 
Tidal, some huge carp too. One of my favourite Thames stories yet. 

A Thames Monster featuring Pete The Pirate, is pretty self-explanatory, while prolific 
Thames carp catcher Danny Boy Hill, shows us just what’s possible with a breath-taking 
gallery of Thames specimens. Add to these life history articles on the Thames by Jason 
Townsend, Ben Frewin, Mark Anthony, Vince Humphries, Tom James and constantan 
Thames carp catch ‘The Thames Warrior’ it’s obvious that this book is another must read 
for not only river anglers but al carp anglers interested in something a bit different from 
the norm. A book you will read over and over again. History in the making, our UK 
heritage of Thames carp.

A V A I L A B L E  T H I S  A U T U M N

Rob Maylin

By Rob Maylin and friends

ONLY 500 SIGNED COPIES AVAILABLE – FIRST COME FIRST SERVED 
SO ORDER QUICKLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT
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The thrill of the chase this one had me determined to stick a hook into her bottom lip after 2 days of stalking SS4 doing it 
again stunning dark common 31lb

was doubled, and I said to myself 
again, “This is another proper one, 
Smurf.” After it kited right twice trying 
to get into a snag on the island, I 
gained some line, and it slowly came 
towards me. After around 15 minutes 
of heart-stopping moments I slipped 
another stunning bar of gold into my 
net! Result! The SS4 was doing some 
serious damage. It looked like another 
easy mid 30 as I looked at her in the 
net. You could have sat on her and 
ridden her across the lake – a proper 
lump! My good friend and team mem-
ber Andy from the Deaf Society was 
there to help weigh the carp and take 
some pukka pics. It went 37lb 2oz – 
what a beast! A brace of 30s within 
minutes of each other – the smile on 
my face was there to see. 

The following day again I had a 
double take from a stunning scaly 
23lb mirror and long 22lb common, 
both on the SS4 over 1kilo. I was 
proper having it off – nobody else on 
the lake was catching – this SS4 is 
special! I knew it was good, but the 
carp were convincing me it was extra 
special. That night passed and noth-
ing else happened so I packed up 
went home. Nothing else had come 
out of Willow that session, so I was 
buzzing – four carp with two stun-
ning 30lb commons to add to my list 
of Linch Hill carp.  

Another week passed and I did the 

family thing, went out with my dad on 
the Friday night for a few beers and 
caught up on Pukka Squirrel Bait 
orders. I sent out some of the clothing 
range and sorted my invoices out. I 
wrote a feature for the British Deaf 
Carp Anglers from their match on 
Baden Hall and got great feedback 
from my Team PSB where a couple of 
the guys smashed the water. Matt 
Smith had 32 carp from his syndicate 
– twenty 20s – using the SS4. William 
Tabern up north had an old warrior on 
the SS4 that’s been on the missing 
list. It’s the biggest resident of the 
lake, which was great to see. I got my 
truck loaded for another 48 hours a 
few days later and off I went. 

I got myself tucked into another 
corner I’d located on Willow. There 
were some lumps really close in, so I 
kept my tips right back with very 
slack lines. I was fishing over whole 
SS4 chops and crumb. I watched this 
one dark common, a low 30, coming 
in and going out. I’m sure he was 
laughing at me, saying, ‘’Noddy!’’ He 
would never pick my hook bait up, 
but was having the free offerings. It 
was doing my head in! After six hours 
of this I decided to bait up and leave, 
letting her have a free meal to get a 
real taste of the bait and clean up 
totally. I wanted to build her confi-
dence, and the longer it went on the 
more I knew I had a chance of ticking 

a hook into her bottom lip. It was like 
cat and mouse, but it was exciting 
chasing her, knowing it was another 
bar of gold and another 30. That night 
I was so confident. I got the rigs in 
place in 2ft of water; one was so tight 
under a snag so close in you would 
have laughed at me!  

The following morning I’d had 
nothing except one liner on the rod 
that was close in. I thought there was 
no way the carp got under my line 
from there, so what caused the liner? 
I reeled in, baited up again, and I saw 
some of the bait had gone. Did the 
carp do me? I tweaked my rig and got 
it back on the spot, making 100% sure 
it couldn’t suss anything and sat 
back. I was up the tree watching the 
same carp come in and out; it was 
proper head banging me for ages, and 
it had me determined. It was me ver-
sus Mr Carp. I was in the zone; the 
carp had my full attention. the day 
passed with not the slightest indica-
tion of me getting a pick up, even 
though I’d seen her a few times. Out 
the blue at 7pm that night, I didn’t 
even feel the vibration from my 
receiver, but heard the clutch from my 
reel going zzzzzzzzzzzzzzz… you 
know the one. I hit into this fish think-
ing was it the common I’d been chas-
ing, but was it? It took line, but into 
open water, so it was safe. I knew the 
lead had popped off, and I was happy 
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to play her out in front of me. It stayed 
d e e p  f o r  a  w h i l e  t h e n  u p  s h e 
came… Boom! Another stunning 
common, and it was the one I’d been 
chasing –  Yes! C’mon! I was ecstatic! 
I left her safe in the net and sat on my 
bedchair thinking happy days, Smurf, 
job done. I got the pics done and she 
went 31lb 8oz – result!  

I stayed another night but they 
looked very lethargic, possibly wait-
ing for  the water  temps to  r ise 
another degree before spawning, 
although I knew they’d had a go 
already, as there were thousands of 
fry in the margins. But it wasn’t to be, 
so I packed up, and on the drive back 
I was smiling, as you can imagine. 
That made four 30s in three visits to 
Linch – a stunning place and a few 
sessions I’ll never forget. In total I’d 
done 22 nights for 15 carp, which I 
was very happy with. I didn’t go with 
what everyone was saying was the 
going bait; I went with my own. I did-
n’t rotate swims with anyone; I just 
did my own thing. I wasn’t fishing on 
known spots; I found my own after 
locating the carp, and the SS4 was 
certainly doing some damage. The 

carp obviously wanted something a 
little different. My results have proved 
what I’ve always said: why be a 
sheep and follow the crowd? You 
make your own footsteps in life. This 
has been my motto anyway, and I 
seemed to have been proved correct.  

As June the 16th is upon us, I have 
set my sights on another River Severn 
campaign and adventure targeting 

wild fast-flowing water carp from the 
unknown. The challenge and the 
mystery of river carp will always be 
there. I will be heading back to Linch 
for the odd session to try to outwit a 
few more jewels, but for now its river 
angling for me. If you’re looking for 
something different, give the Pukka 
Squirrel Baits a go; you wont be dis-
appointed! Until next time…  n

They just keep coming – a stunning scaly mirror of 23lb.
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To celebrate the 250th issue of Big Carp 

magazine, Bountyhunter Publications have put 

up a fantastic prize of 18 carp books worth £540!
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Big Carp Magazine
A HISTORY OF EXCELLENCE
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BOUNTYHUNTER PUBLICATIONS 

MEGA COMPETITION
WIN £540 WORTH OF BOUNTYHUNTER BOOKS

The Darker Side Of Carp Fishing, Under The Radar, River Carping, Canal Carping,  
Urban Carping, Rotary Letter Volume 1, Off The Beaten Track, More River Carping, 

Advanced Terminal Rigs, Bait And Baiting Strategies, River’s End,  
Rotary Letter Volume 2, Watercraft, Rotary Letter Volume 3, Rotary Letter Volume 4, 

Tactics Spring/Summer, Tactics Autumn/Winter, Further Off The Beaten Track

One lucky winner gets...

You also get two chances to win!! 

Chance 1 – Go to the Rob Maylin Facebook fan page and ‘like’ it. 

Go to the competition post (pinned at the top), like and share it and post 

‘done’ in the messages. It’s as simple as that! 

Chance 2 – Go to the Big Carp magazine page and ‘like’ it. 

Go to the competition post (pinned at the top),  

like and share it and post ‘done’ in the messages. 

It’s as simple as that! 

Rob will pick one winner at random on the closing date – 1st December, 2021

Get liking 
and good luck,  

Rob Maylin



 Exclusive    

Linch Hill 
PB Brace 

By Tim Rowland



Linch Hill PB Brace

 FREE  LINE    81 

I
 arrived at 6.30pm on Friday 
evening after a crazy day at 
work. It was my first time at 
The Linch Hill complex on 
the Christchurch Lake so I 
didn’t know what to expect. 

A good recce around the lake and I 
found a quiet corner where the warm 
wind was blowing into. The scum and 
the floating blossom made the corner 
peg look very carpy. Seeing a few top-
ping in the scum got the blood pump-
ing. Fishing a long running chod con-
sisting of 25lb Korda Mouth Trap with 
a size 6 choddy hook. The hookbait 
was Sticky Baits Krill pop-ups soaked 
in Pure Krill Liquid. Casting to show-
ing fish was the method of attack for 
the first night but no luck Friday 
night. 

In the morning they put a real show 
on for me, giving their feeding areas 
away. Note to self for positioning my 
rigs for that evening. As the tempera-
tures rose to 25 degrees zigs seemed 
the sensible option but no takes 
came. That evening I baited my spots 
where I’d seen them show that morn-
ing with a mix of sizes of Sticky Baits 
Krill boilies soaked again in Pure Krill 
Liquid, just a couple of handfuls over 
each rod. The first rod was just off a 
clear spot in the weed on the far mar-

gin; the second rod was waded out 
and then cast down the tree line mar-
gin on my right. 

After casting my far bank margin 
rod out and waiting for the line to sink 
properly I turned around to put the 
kettle on, and as I looked back the line 
was bow tight – I was away!  

After a nervy first scrap with a 
Christchurch carp I landed a stunning 

linear. I phoned Dan Wildbore who 
was fishing on Willow Lake to ask him 
to take some proper pictures. He 
arrived five minutes later to congratu-
late me. 

While he was speaking to me for a 
couple minutes about the capture the 
right hand margin Steve Neville burst 
into life in front of us. A heavier, 
slower battle developed, and after 15 



Linch Hill PB Brace

82    FREE  LINE

I caught this brace of PB’s – a 41lb 2oz common and a 35lb 12oz linear mirror from Linch Hill in Oxford, 15 minutes apart from 
each of my margin rods. It was first time at the venue so I kept it low key, and just used a long running chod in the weedy 
margins using Sticky Baits Krill pop-ups. A couple of handfuls of mixed size Krill boilies over the top did the job on the 
Saturday evening. Stunning looking fish from a great venue.



Jim Shelley
CARPING RE-CUT

Call: 01252 373658 
Or order online www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk

Jim Shelley is the UK’s most prolific hunter of big 
carp. He is a carp fishing force of nature and no carp 
can withstand his pursuit for long. He has carved 
out a career in carp fishing with an iron will and 
perspiration, and this book is the physical 
embodiment of that drive. Every single word is 
testament to the fact that Jim won’t ever give up. He 
taught himself to write so that he could genuinely 
say that he’d written this huge book unaided. That is 
just what he has done too. 
 
Inside you’ll find the truth… the whole truth. 
Nothing has been airbrushed and at times Carping 
Re-Cut can make for uncomfortable reading. It’s 
gritty, it deals with difficult situations that Jim found 
himself on and off the bank. Let’s not forget, 
throughout a portion of this book, Jim’s wife Jane 
battled with cancer and if the strain took its toll, 
then Jim has written about the consequences, and 
left nothing out! Carping Re-Cut tells the story of a 
man driven to catch the biggest and best carp out 
there. There are colourful and touching moments 
along the way and of course, there are the fish! This 
book holds beautiful images of many of the fish that 
captured the hearts of carp men throughout the last 
decade or so. Eventually, Jim worked out how to 
catch them all, and the way that he did it is laid bare 
here for you to read. 
 
So, join Jim on a journey that starts in ‘bandit 
country’ near Heathrow, passes east through 
Cambridgshire and Norfolk before swinging back via 
Royal Berkshire, and plunging deep into the jungle 
that is the mysterious Colnemere, as Jim searches for 
the ultimate prize, the Black Mirror. One thing’s for 
sure, it won’t be dull! 
 
At last the long awaited second book from carp 
fishing’s No.1 angler is available direct from 
Bountyhunter Publications. Carping Re-Cut is the 
follow up to Jim’s highly successful first book 
Carping Un Cut and is a mammoth size publication 
containing over 400 beautiful colour plates, exclusive 
stories and an incredible amount of huge carp from 
waters far and wide. Jim always was a great carp 
angler but over the past few seasons he has evolved 

into the ultimate catching machine. Water after 
water, target after target and record after record have 
fallen to this sometimes controversial angler, 
nevertheless no one can deny his ability and no carp 
is uncatchable once Jim sets his mind to it. Jim’s first 
book was a great read and it’s sometimes hard for an 
author to match the quality of his first book, 
however this is not the case with Carping Re-Cut. 
This book is a revelation and no carp angler of any 
ability, age or status should miss out on what is 
definitely the book of the decade from the world’s 
greatest carp angler. 
 
PRICE £34.99 
 
CHEAP POSTAGE £4.99 UK £15 EUROPE
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minutes Dan safely slipped the net 
under Crinkle Tail! 

Not knowing that Crinkle would do 
over 40lb, and with my PB being the 
Big Common from Linear at 39lb dur-
ing a tutorial with Dan Wildbore last 
summer, I was pleasantly surprised to 
see the Reuben Heatons t ravel 
around to 41lb 2oz! After Dan took 
some great shots in the evening sun-
set, I was informed of the tradition at 
Linch Hill with the question, “Have 
you got bought any spare clothes?” 
Ha ha! After taking a proper soaking 
with several buckets of water we got 
the linear out of the floating retention 
sling. 

Wow! What a stunning carp! It was 
caught on the long running chod 
using Sticky Baits Kril l  pop-ups 
soaked in Pure Krill Liquid. I was over 
the moon to see the scales go around 
to 35lb 12oz. That smashed my mirror 
PB of 24lb, and I knew of only one 
thing next… another soaking, ha ha! I 
remember walking back to the car 
with waders half full of water to col-
lect some dry clothes thinking, I can’t 
believe it; I’ve just had a brace of PB’s 
within 15 minutes. 

The following morning the right 
hand rod rattled off again with a sur-
prising screaming run for a chod rig. 

Hooking into an angry carp, this train 
was peeling line off my Daiwa Infini-
ties for fun! After a 20-minute epic 
battle I tamed the beast and put the 
net under a cracking looking mirror. A 
phone call again was made to Mr 

Wildbore who again took some fan-
tastic shots with his 28mm lens.  

Finishing off the weekend with a 
bruising 28lb 12oz mirror carp was 
just the icing on the cake to a fantas-
tic weekend. n



Old School Carping 
Volume 3

PAYPAL ORDERS www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk 
PAY BY CARD – 01252 373658

A V A I L A B L E  T H I S  A U T U M N

ONLY 500 SIGNED COPIES AVAILABLE – FIRST COME FIRST SERVED 
SO ORDER QUICKLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT

The ‘Old School’ series has become one of our most popular sets of books we have ever 
published. It appears that, in this fast-moving society we find ourselves more and more 
anglers are keen to look back at how things used to be, where it all started, before the 
commercialism that now controls our angling, before the ‘sponsored angler’, before 
Facebook, the Internet, or even mobile phones! However, did we survive? It certainly was a 
very different sort of carp angling to today’s high pace, remote control, Snapchatting, 
wannabe blogger’s world we find ourselves in. 

Our contributors to volume 3 are the anglers we aspired to, the heroes of that bygone 
age who were catching carp years ago before the hair rig when not everyone could catch 
them quite so easily. So, let’s take a look at what Volume 3 has to offer, and why I consider it 
the best yet! But who deserves first mention, that’s the question? Well, let’s start with the 
godfather of carping Pete Springate whose chapter ‘Discovering Yeoveney’ with those 
amazing brace shots still makes the hair stand on end when I look at them, they really don’t 
make them like that anymore. Mile Wilson’s chapter ‘Dick Walker and Me’ looks back to their 
meeting, an exchange of ideas. 
Savay Discovered by John Harry looks back to when John first set his eyes on the lake where 
he would end up spending most of his life. My Time on Rodney by John Pope is the first of 
two chapters by John looking back to his time on this Boyer Leisure venue which was making 
headlines in the 1970s and 1960s before the fish were transferred to Harefield. 

His second capture deals with his affair at Walthamstow Reservoirs in the eighties. Frank 
Haskett may be remembered for his capture of a massive carp from the Yateley Copse Lake, 
fish which inspired both Ritchie McDonald and Terry Hearn to fish there. Sadly, the fish was 
never seen again. Duncan Kay was king of the bait scene in the seventies and eighties, his 
chapter on bait advice still holds true to this day. 

Speaking of bait, yet another bait guru was John Baker, from the next decade  
to this day Johns love of bait has not only been a passion but a big part  
of his life, John’s chapter makes interesting reading. Two chapters from 
Kevin Maddocks in this volume, the first is on Ashlea Pool which Kevin 
and Vic Gillings dominated way back. I remember seeing the film they 
made at Ashlea at one or two of the shows back in the early eighties, 
awesome at the time and still well worth seeing if you get the chance. 

Kevin’s second chapter is a thought-provoking piece, so relevant in 
today's carp scene and asks the question " Are we just going through the 
motions".  

Darenth The Early Years by Steve Briggs looks back to the days when 
Richworth Tutti's took this venue to town. It just proved what was possible 
with what was nothing special as far as bait goes but if everyone piled it 
in, the fish became obsessed. Jim Gibbinson was the top carp angler in 
the UK in his day, not only a great carper but an outstanding writer too, 
writing a host of best sellers. 

His chapter in this book looks at the carp scene at the time and 
dissects the best and the worst of carp angling. Gerry Savage was another 
big name at the same time as Jim, he was the angler who brought the 
first high protein carp bait to the high street, HI-Pro was its name. Gerry's 
chapter epitomises the carp world as it was in the 1970s. 

Staines in the Early Days by Ritchie McDonald tells the story of 
Longfield AKA Fox Pool before it was known and became a circuit water 
for carp hunters up and down the country. We have lost several well-
known carp anglers in the last year and we honour two in this volume. 
Roger Smith Remembered by Rob Maylin and Friends contains memories 

from Rob Maylin of their friendship plus farewell messages from dozens of 
Rogers friends. 

Len Arbury Passes by Derek Stritton was written just after Len left us 
with kind words from his good friend Derek. Laughing Waters 1964 by 
Bruce Ashby was written a couple of months before Bruce died of prostate 
cancer, some great memories and images from one of this country's 
greatest and well-loved anglers. 

The Start of Something by Wayne Grant takes a look back to what got 
Wayne started in this life changing hobby. In Pursuit of a Twenty Pounder 
by Dave Lane is the story of a part of carp fishing that us old timers all went 
through, it seems unbelievable today but the hunt for tour first twenty 
pounder sometimes took years of hard work. 

Andy Little's name came to the forefront when he joined the first ever 
syndicate at the famous Savay Lake. His long-range tactics earned him 
instant success, that combined with the first ever boillies and side hooking 
rig. Mike Oyez was yet another big name of the 70s and 80s not only a 
prolific catcher but a fishery owner too, his chapter looks back at these 
times with a sarcastic eye. 

 Finally, what has become a favourite section of these books our Old 
School Scrapbook, filled with images from a bygone age. 

It seems unbelievable that so many icons can possibly appear  
in one volume! now perhaps you too will see why in my 
opening lines I described Volume 3 as the best yet! I 
hope you enjoy, and please let me know if you agree?



Big Carp
pillows…

Common Carp
GIANT - 100cm - £24.99

MEDIUM - 60cm - £16.99 
MINI - 36cm - £9.99

 
   

Mirror Carp
GIANT - 90cm - £24.99

MEDIUM - 61cm - £16.99
MINI - 35cm - £9.99



…loved by
adults and kids alike

SEE THE WHOLE CARP RANGE IN THE BIG CARP SHOP
Pay by card 01252 373658

Pay by PayPal - www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk
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A Tail of Three 
Forties 
By Shane Hillman
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F
i n a l l y  I  a r r i v e d  a t 
Roach after a long cou-
p l e  o f  d a y s  o n  t h e 
tools. As I pulled in, I 
noticed quite a few 
motors in the main car 

park. I grabbed a bucket and started 
my search for a few fish. I knew that a 
mate was in Caravan and another 
couple were down on Ivy, so that’s 
where I headed first. 

As I turned into Swimming Pool, a 
fish showed off of the tree line so I 
stopped for a few minutes to watch 
for any further movements. Nothing 
else showed, so I made my way down 
to Golden Dave. As I walked into his 
swim, a fish showed out in front of 
him. He said that they had been there 
all day, and he had noticed a lot of fish 
down in No Carp Corner. As he made 
a brew I walked down for a nose. I sat 
there until he called me back for my 
tea. I’d only walked ten yards when 
there was a massive crash in the cor-
ner – that’ll do me! 

After another cuppa I went back to 
get my gear. It was starting to get 

dark, and I had a little panic about 
getting the rods out. I placed the right 
hand rod under the willow with a 1in 
chod with a new S2 hookbait I’d been 
given. The problem was the left one. A 
quick cast about with a light lead 
found a nice silty strip. Rods sorted, 
so I cracked open a cider. Once I’d 
had a tidy up, I walked up to Dave 
armed with a few beers, and we 
stayed up chatting about which fish 
were our targets for the season 
ahead. As Dave had already bagged 
Big Lin, talk surrounded that fish for 
quite a while. With our targets drawn 
up, I retired for the night brimming 
with confidence. After what only 
seemed a few minutes since I had put 
my head down, I was woken by a fish 
crashing right on my rod tips. I got 
up, slackened right off, and went back 
to bed. 

The next thing I knew, I was stand-
ing knee deep in the lake hanging on 
for dear life as one angry carp vacated 
the area at a rate of knots! The fight 
was pretty hairy on a couple of occa-
sions with the rod tip getting tangled 

in the trees, as I was using 13ft rods in 
a tiny hole in the corner. The first time 
I had her wallowing just out of reach, 
as the tip was stuck in the damn 
trees. She soon got bored with that 
and took off again. My luck held, as 
did my line, as it pinged free of the 
branches as the fish flat-rodded me 
and took off out of the corner again. 
She came in quite quickly, and I soon 
had her on a short line. I had to wade 
out a fair bit out to net her. Once in 
the net I scrambled around looking for 
my head torch, which I couldn’t find, 
and I caught a glimpse of a great big 
carp covered in scales. I thought, 
“Shit, it’s the Elusive Common.” I 
secured the net and ran around to 
Marcus who was in Webley’s – now 
that boy takes some waking! When he 
came round I said, “I think I’ve got the 
big common.” He said, “Ok mate, 
whatever!” As he turned on his head 
torch he said, laughing, “It’s the Big 
Fully, mate. Come and get me at first 
light and we’ll do the photos.” 

I placed her carefully on the mat 
and extracted my tiny chod from her 

The Big Fully.
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bottom lip. I slipped her into my 
recovery sling for a while for safe-
keeping and sparked up the stove as I 
waited for it to get light. I spent the 
next hour texting people my news, 
which probably didn’t go down too 
well, as it was only 4am. I thought I 
would go and tell Dave what I’d had, 
and so on went the kettle. A few 
brews later, the sun crept above the 
tree line and the photo shoot began. 
What an amazing creature that carp 
is, and a weight of 40lb 4oz was 
recorded. I was totally blown away! 
The rest of the day was spent running 
up and down the bank photographing 
some of the most amazing carp, as 
three of us that day had new PBs. 
Duncan had Len’s at 36lb-plus and 
Dave had the mighty Sean’s at 47lb-
plus. I was made up for both of them 
– what a day and one I will never for-
get! 

My next bite and capture came on 
a sunny morning at my Kent water. 

(Right)   Water shot of the Big Fully. 
(Below)  Duncan with Lens fish. RIP 
old girl.



THE BIG CARP HUNTER SERIES
The Unsung hero’s prolific catches with a unique tale to tell
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The day hadn’t started well after hav-
ing a row with a less than helpful 
cashier at the M&S garage about 
change. I rolled into the car park out-
side the gates as dawn was breaking, 
only to realise I had left my wallet and 
phone back at the garage! On arriving 
back at the lake there was another 
van in the car park. I  started to 
unpack the van when the other angler 
came back from the lake on his bike. 
After a quick chat he informed me 
that the railway bank was stitched 
and there were a couple of swims free 
on the riverbank side. As I walked 
onto the lake the mist was rolling 
across the shallows. I walked left and 
noticed the other lad rushing down 
the right. When the mist cleared I 
noticed he had set up opposite. I had 
dropped into a swim that had been 
good to me in the past. I placed my 
left hand rod down the margin and 
my right on a spot that had done me 
a few fish. As I was pouring myself 

my first cup of tea for the day a fish 
rolled over the right hand spot, and 
half an hour later the rod roared off. 
The fish kited left and just kept on 
going at top speed, and after ten min-
utes I had her on a short line. This was 
where she started scrapping with 
unbelievable power, burst after burst. 
Ten more minutes and she was taking 
her first gulps of early morning air. 
Get in there!  

It had been 18 months since I had 
last visited the lake. An hour into my 
visit and I had had my second forty. A 
lad turned up on his bike as she went 
into the net, and he offered to help 
with the weighing and photos. She 
was unhooked and a weight of 42lb 
12oz was agreed; I was buzzing. April 
Fool’s Day had proven lucky for some. 
My wife’s comment from the previous 
night was ringing in my ears: “I don’t 
know why you bother with that place, 
you never catch anything big out of 
it!” I told her that she’d better say that 

every time I go!  
I had struggled to get down to 

Roach in recent months due to hav-
ing a young family and playing catch 
u p  w i t h  w o r k  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e 
appalling weather we’d had for the 
first quarter of the year. With the 
Easter holidays looming I came up 
with a plan to get down there using 
my boy as an excuse. This was also to 
avoid world war three breaking out 
between him and his sister. Before 
leaving I got my wife to tell me that I 
wasn’t going to catch anything, hop-
ing it may bring me luck like it had 
the previous week. 

As we rolled into Jean’s I noticed 
that Grandad Tony’s van was already 
parked up. We pulled in next to him, 
Jack grabbed a bucket out the back 
and we set of before we could get col-
lared. As we turned the corner at 
Sanctuary I noticed a fish roll opposite 
in 22’s water. We stopped off and had 
a quick chat with Tony and then 

The Brown Fish from a Kent pit.
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walked on down to the shallows, 
which were still flooded from Slope 
round to Swimming Pool. So we 
turned back, headed for the channel 
and around to Chesil and found Trev 
tucked up in the corner with fish all 
over him. We wished him all the best 
and carried on round to Webleys 
where Mark was just setting up. With 
Gorgeous in Caravan and the path 
flooded we headed back to the van for 
my waders. The boat was moored up 
in Pipe so we walked it down to 5, put 
the lifejackets on and boated across 
to Basin. We popped in to see George 
who was holding some S2 baits for 
me.  

As we walked back down a fish 
showed in 22, and this was a swim I 
fancied too, but as I had had to bring 
double of everything I didn’t fancy 
making three trips across in the boat, 
so we opted for Sanctuary. It’s a big-
ger swim and I could fish the same 

(Above)   Jack and me with Snubby. 
(Left)  Returning Snubby. 
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water. Ben arrived and set up in 6, one 
up from me and the first night passed 
without a bleep. Thankfully Ben had 
Jack educating him on birds of the 
British Isles to pass the time! I heard 
a couple of fish during the early hours 
and was sitting with Ben having an 
early brew when another one showed 
20 yards further out from my mark. As 
I walked back in my swim my left 
hand rod was away. As I struck I felt 
the telltale knock-knock of a tench so 
handed the rod to Jack to let him land 
his first tench. An hour later and Jack 
was into his second tench, but this 
one weighed 8lb and he thought it 
worthy of a photo. 

I tied a fresh rig and bait on and 
placed it back on the same mark with 
a scattering of a dozen RPMs. I was 
sitting in Ben’s swim drinking my Earl 
Grey when a series of beeps sounded 
from my receiver so I took off back to 
my swim. I walked into my swim just 
in time to see the line pull from the 
clip and the rod was away! After an 
incredible fight with the carp doing 
its best to snag me in everything it 
possibly could, I caught my first 
glimpse. “Ooh, that’s a big head,” I 

thought as Ben walked into my swim 
and proceeded to undress himself as 
he walked down each step and 
straight up to his waist, much to my 
son’s amusement. With Ben’s endless 
commentary  o f  how much o f  a 
‘chunk’ the fish was, my legs had 
turned to jelly knowing that it was 
one of the big girls. A couple more 
short bursts and up she popped and 
was netted at the first time of asking. 
“Mate, that’s a serious chunk,” Ben 
said, as I walked into the water to take 
my first look, followed by the roar of 
“Snubby!” 

Jack took off to Pipe to get Dave, 
and Ben walked off to get Tony, leav-
ing me alone with her and my scram-
bled brain for a couple of minutes. I 
sat down and my phone rang. It was 
Mark, who was 130 miles away ask-
ing, “What have you got in the net 
mate?” The Roach jungle drums had 
obviously gone into overdrive. With 
the others back and helping with all 
the formalities, I gently placed her on 
the mat and took my first proper look 
at this amazing creature. It has the 
biggest head and mouth of any carp 
I’ve seen, and there, stuck an inch 

back sat my tiny cork ball. Up on the 
scales she went 43, 44, 45… it settled 
at 45b 4oz making it my third 40lb 
carp on the trot. This one was made 
more special – having my son Jack 
there to share it with me made it an 
unforgettable moment.  n

Jack’s PB tench.
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Big Carp Ceramic Mugs £6.50 + £2 P&P
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BIG CARP LEGENDS SERIES
The anglers that shaped todays carp scene
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DESIGN

A

DESIGN

B

DESIGN

C

3 DESIGNS AVAILABLE
In 9 different colours: Black, Grey Marl, Red,
Navy, Bottle Green, White, Orange, Royal Blue
and Brown

“GEEZER”
FRONT PRINT: UNION JACK BC
WITH “LETS AVE IT!”
BACK PRINT: GEEZER GETS
EVEN WITH THE TUFTIES, 
DRAWN BY 
GLYN GOMMERSHALL

“SAVAY”
FRONT PRINT: UNION JACK
BC WITH “SEX DRUGS
AND CARP THAT ROLL”
BACK PRINT:
SAVAY SCENE, 
DRAWN BY 
JOHN HARRY

“LEGEND”
FRONT PRINT: UNION JACK
BC WITH “WHERE LEGENDS
ARE MADE”
BACK PRINT: LEGEND,
DRAWN BY LEN GURD WITH
“STAND CLEAR APPRENTICE
LEGEND”

£32.95
+£4.95*

£32.95
+£4.95*

£32.95
+£4.95*



POLO
SHIRT
£29.95

+£4.95*

SWEAT
SHIRT
£29.95

+£4.95*

T-
SHIRT
£12.95

+£4.95*

JOGGERS
£32.95

+£4.95*

LONG-
SLEEVE T
£16.95

+£4.95*

BEANIE
HAT
£10.95

+£4.95*

CAP
£9.95
+£4.95*

Only available in Black

HOW TO ORDER:
1) Choose Garment
2) Choose Design A, B or C
3) Choose Colour
4) Choose Size: S, M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL or XXXXL
Place your order online at THE BIG CARP SHOP
www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk
Phone the order hotline 01252 373658
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 9.00AM UNTIL 9.00PM

RANGE AVAILABLE: ZIP HOODIE, SWEAT SHIRT, POLO SHIRT, T-SHIRT, TRAKKIE
BOTTOMS, BEANIE HAT, BASEBALL HAT – ALL MADE USING TOP QUALITY

GARMENTS – AVAILABLE IN 9 DIFFERENT COLOURS (Black, Grey Marl, Red,
Navy, Bottle Green, White, Orange, Royal Blue and Brown)

Please note the designs are only on the tops, but the Union Jack BC appears on all garments

BIGCARPMAGAZINE.CO.UK

*All orders subject to a
postage charge of £4.95 for

‘Signed Delivery’.
PLEASE ALLOW TEN DAYS

NEW
SUBTLEJUST THE BC LOGOsee website
for details
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CARP
Watching
These specially commissioned paintings are
now available to purchase due to popular
demand. Available in three different sizes

once framed in either a Perspex clip frame or
light wood natural frame and looks amazing.

www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk
Call 01252 373658 for card payment or go to our website for secure Paypal payment.

No. 3 – CARP ON!
This is what it’s all about, the ‘take’, as our quarry
makes its last mistake, the hook goes in, the buzzer

sounds, carp on!

No.1 – THEY’RE ‘AVIN IT!
It depicts the typical ‘heads down tails up’ scene,
which occurs beneath the surface when the carp

are really on the feed. 

No.2 – MARGIN MONSTER
It shows a big-framed carp beneath the

overhanging tree branches, patrolling the snags
and weed beds in its search for food.

AVAILABLE IN 3 SIZES:
A3 - 297mm x 420mm - £15 • A2 - 420mm x 594mm - £18 • A1 - 594mm x 841mm - £22

Postage Rates – UK £7; Europe £15; rest of the world £25



Big Carp Magazine!
a historyof excellence

Yes, you can

purchase  Big Carp

magazine as an App

downloadable to your iPad,

iPhone, iPod Touch, PC and

Mac and read the only carp

magazine worth reading

anywhere you go...

AVAILABLE AS A
DIGITAL DOWNLOAD
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