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So, as the kids finally get back to school and look certain to get the 1st of their 
vaccines maybe, just maybe we can look forward to some sort of normality 
this autumn, with the hope that the worst is over and we can breathe a sigh 
of relief that we are the lucky ones, many of our friends and family were not so 
lucky. 

This month we look back at some recent captures, with a massive thank 
you once again to our contributors who took the time to tell their tales. 
Thanks gentlemen. This month’s cover story is from prolific fish catching 
machine Russell Webb, with his August Diary. It’s not the first time Russell 
has graced our cover and I know 100% it will not be the last. Tune in next 
month for his September catches.  

Will Pottier tells the tale of his encounter with Hyde Lanes’ Scar, one of 
those great history fish that we love here in Big Carp Mag. A true thorough-
bred. Regular contributors Mark and Emma Rose are back again this month 
with more from their Syndicate Success series of articles, a favourite of mine 
each month because of the superb nature photography. Russ Crisci is back 
with us again this month after a while away, his Chalk balling article see’s 
Russ tackling a 30 acre, very deep Chalk Pit, not an easy task you would have 
to admit but armed with his ever-faithful Dynamite Baits no challenge is 
beyond his capabilities, once again a monster in the bag. 

There has been lots of interest in Matt Berale’s Essex Quarry , Red Letter 
Session article, delayed last month by the River Thames Special I’m glad to 
say it’s here finally. Likewise, Joe Banfield’s article ,The Big Haul, featuring 
that epic common has been causing quite a stir since it was first announced 
on face book. We are very pleased to bring you exclusive write-ups on both. 
And FREE too! Can’t be bad. 

Rob Ball has been around for a while like many of our readers, An English 
PB is the account of a very special fish indeed. certainly, to Rob, a true English 
scaly beauty, the favourite type of carp of all of us here at BC. 

Add to these loads of carpy humour, all the latest tackle reviews and carpy 
news and competitions. 

Please check out Oak Lake fisheries page in BC as their yearly fundraiser 
for Blind Veterans is almost upon us and my Views from The Bivvy page in FL 
containing details of how to give to Ian Macmillan’s charity fundraiser, as 
most of you will know our dear friend lost his battle with cancer in August, he 
will be dearly missed and our condolence’s go out to his family. 

I hope you have been enjoying our 2 free monthly carp magazines, Big Carp 
and Free Line, see them both here - www.freelinemagazine.com 

Now I need your help! 
Filling 2 magazines each month means I need twice as many articles, some 

people say they want to write, but never do. If you have had a successful start 
back after lockdown, we would love to hear your tale. There are no picture or 
word limits. Simply Email your article to info@bigcarpmagazine.co.uk 

If you would like to join our FREE subscription list to be sent the mags as 
soon as they come out Email FREE SUBBY to info@bigcarpmagazine.co.uk 

WITHOUT YOUR INPUT THERE WILL BE NO MAGS! 
Have a great summer friends, catch a monster and send us the story… Be 

part of the UK’s fantastic carp angling history! 
 
 

PS We are doing some great ADVERTISING deals to help everyone through 
the pandemic, drop me a line at info@bigcarpmagazine.co.uk if you would like 
to see the deals and our media information pack.

Rob Maylin
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ShockLeader 
What’s happening, where and when in the carp scene

• The Environment Agency is 
urging anglers to report 
sightings of pink salmon 

• Norwegian authorities have 
detected unprecedented 
numbers this year 

• Sightings of pink salmon 
expected in rivers across the 
North East and North West of 
England 

The Environment Agency is urging 
anglers to report unusual catches or 
sightings of invasive pink salmon 
after unprecedented numbers have 
been detected further south than pre-
viously observed. 

The pink salmon, which can be 
identified by large black oval spots on 
its tail, could carry diseases which 
threaten native fish stocks. 

EA specialists have predicted that 
the fish (also known as humpback 
salmon), will be spotted in North East 
and North West rivers over the com-
ing weeks. Fisheries managers, 
anglers and netsmen are therefore 
requested to remain vigilant and 
report any sightings or catches to the 
EA’s national hotline: 0800 80 70 60. 

Data collected will help the Envi-
ronment  Agency  and  f i she r ies 
researchers better understand how to 
manage the arrival of pink salmon in 
the UK. 

Simon Toms, National Fisheries 
Management Team Leader at the 
Environment Agency, said: 

“Wild Atlantic salmon stocks are 
already under great pressure from a 
variety of sources. The introduction of 
novel parasites or diseases from inva-
sive species, such as Pacific pink 
salmon, could represent an additional 
risk to the species. 

“We want to better understand the 
immediate risk that pink salmon 
could represent to our important wild 
salmon stocks. We are urging anglers 
to report the capture or sightings of 
all pink salmon to us as soon as pos-
sible. “ 

Pink salmon (Onchorhyncus gor-
buscha) originate from the northern 
Pacific Ocean. Following an initiative 
to develop a net fishery in Northern 
Russia, pink salmon have established 
self-sustaining populations in rivers 
in Russia, Finland and northern Nor-
way. This is the most likely origin of 
the pink salmon recently caught in 
the UK and Ireland. 

Previously, pink salmon have been 
caught in the River Tyne at Wylam 
and in other locations across Corn-
wall, Wales, Scotland and western Ire-
land. Examinations revealed that no 
notable disease or novel parasites 
were detected. However, the Environ-
ment Agency has stressed the need 

to remain watchful and will continue 
to investigate the possible risk posed 
by pink salmon. 

The Environment Agency has pro-
duced a useful guidance factsheet 
with all of the advice needed for indi-
viduals who catch a Pacific pink 
salmon. 

Anglers holding a salmon licence 
who catch pink salmon are asked not 
to return the fish to the water. Instead 
they are asked to dispatch of them 
humanely and, if possible, make the 
fish available to the Environment 
Agency for inspection and further 
analysis. 

If this is not possible, they are asked 
to send a sample of the scales. Trout 
and coarse anglers are asked to call 
the Environment Agency on 0800 80 
70 60, if unsuccessful please return 
the salmon. 

This guidance also applies to rivers 
with mandatory catch and release for 
Atlantic salmon or trout and coarse 
rod licence holders. In either instance, 
it is important that if retaining a pink 
salmon, please call the Environment 
Agency immediately to report the 
capture and retention of this fish. The 
capture will then be formally logged. 
If it is not possible to make this call 
the fish should be released back to 
the river alive. 

How to identify a pink salmon: 
• Large black oval spots on the tail 
• Bluish back, silver flanks and white 

belly 
• Much smal ler  sca les  than an 

Atlantic salmon of the same size 
• Very dark mouth and tongue 
• 40-60cm in length 
• Breeding males develop a distinc-

tive hump 
In contrast, the native Atlantic 

salmon typically: 
• Have no spots on the tail 
• Usually larger (up 110cm in length) 
• Pale mouth and tongue 
• Larger scales 
• One or two black spots on the gill 

cover 
• Spots on the back above the lateral 

line 
• Thicker base of tail than a pink 

salmon. n

Anglers urged to be vigilant for invasive pink salmon

Carpy Humour
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Zander may have been present in UK 
waters since the 19th Century but 
they have never been far away from 
controversy with increasing numbers 
of predator anglers welcoming them 
as a sporting fish whilst others con-
tinue to blame Zander for declines in 
silver fish stocks, particularly on parts 
of the canal network. 

The implications of the various reg-
ulations are not entirely clear result-
ing in some demands to criminalise 
anglers for returning Zander whilst 
others have been calling for an end to 
the right of clubs and riparian owners 
to manage Zander populations in 
their fisheries. 

After consultation with advocates 
on both sides of the debate, the 
Angling Trust has produced a policy 
position on Zander which accepts 
that the fish are here to stay and are 
officially classified as no more than 
“medium risk”. 

The paper recognises that Zander 
are a legitimate sporting target for 
catch and release fishing and should 
be accepted as such in enclosed still-
waters and catchments where they 
are established and causing no undue 
problems.  

However, the Trust also supports 
the right of clubs and fishery owners 
to manage Zander stocks in waters 
where they are considered to be dam-
aging, as the law allows. 

The new policy paper has been 
described as “balanced and responsi-
ble” and has attracted support from 
both match and predator anglers and 
from key figures in the angling trade 
including England Manager Mark 
Downes, Cadence canal specialist 
Darren Massey, predator experts Gary 
Knowles, Mark Powell-Bevan and 
Gary Palmer, Mat Woods, Brand Man-
ager at Korum and Daryl Hodges, 
Head of Marketing at Dynamite & 
Normark UK. 

Mat Woods said: 
“For me this issue has always been 

about choice. In the past, those 
choices were taken away and anglers 
were vilified for targeting Zander. Bar-
riers are bad for angling – in any form 
– so I’m delighted to see such a cog-
nisant and palatable policy that 
breaks down those barriers. Anglers 
and riparians alike should have a 
choice when it comes to Zander. With 
clar i f ication on those choices I 
believe we will see more anglers fish-
ing for them. That’s good for angling, 
whichever way you look at it.” 

The Angling Trust paper states : 
Zander are a popular and valued 

sport fish amongst many predator 
anglers and have enjoyed recognition 
in the official British Record (rod 
caught) Fish lists for many years. 
Equally, we acknowledge that in cer-
tain environments their presence is 
not welcomed by other coarse and 
competition anglers who view Zander 
as detrimental to their own sport. 

The Trust argues for the following: 
Angler choice coupled with free-

dom for angling clubs to take appro-
priate management measures with 
regards to Zander. 

The use of permitted control meth-
ods by riparian owners, particularly in 
canals or in enclosed stillwaters, to 
manage their Zander populations. 

No support for attempts to force 
unwilling anglers to be part of any 
cull and will oppose any moves to 
criminalise anglers for choosing to 
immediately return Zander they have 
legally caught on rod and line in 
waters where they are already estab-
lished. 

Clarification with joint approach to 
DEFRA to seek a specific Code of 
Practice for the management of Zan-
der under the Wildlife and Country-
side Act 1981. 

Encouragement for the Canal & 
Rivers Trust and other riparian own-
ers seeking to manage Zander popu-
lations in their waters to actively con-
sider the creation of Canal Zander 
Zones and bespoke Zander fisheries 
on totally enclosed stillwaters with a 
view to creating more legal sustain-
able Zander fisheries delivering 
angling opportunities with low risk of 
environmental harm. 

The document ends with the fol-
lowing commitment aimed at bridg-
ing the Zander divide: 

The Angling Trust is committed to 
working with all our partners and 
stakeholders in resolving the fishery 
management issues and conflicts 
around the presence and capture of 
Zander in English waters. 

Jamie Cook, CEO of the Angling 
Trust said: 

“Division in angling is never good 

and we’ve worked extremely hard on 
this difficult issue to develop a sensi-
ble and pragmatic way forward. 
Criminalising anglers for practising 
catch and release fishing is unaccept-
able and unnecessary. If Zander 
stocks need to be controlled, and we 
totally accept that there are locations 
where this is the case, then there are 
more efficient and palatable ways of 
getting the job done. And let’s face it 
the Environment Agency and the 
police have many more pressing 
issues to deal with including tackling 
polluters, poachers and other wildlife 
crimes.” 

The paper was compiled by Martin 
Salter, Angling Trust’s Head of Policy, 
who added: 

“The more I dug into this issue the 
more I realised that with a bit of give 
and take on both sides there was a 
sensible way forward. I’m old enough 
to remember the dire predictions that 
were flying around in the 1970s about 
what Zander were going to do to fish 
stocks in the Fens and later in the 
Trent and the Severn. In reality, they 
have established themselves and a 
balance has been found. Whilst the 
law quite rightly allows for controls 
where necessary, particularly on the 
shallower canals, in many locations 
Zander have become a valued sport-
ing target and our fishery rules need 
to reflect this fact.” 

Mark Downes, England Manager 
said: 

“I agree with the Angling Trust 
stance on Zander as it covers all 
bases with regard to competitions. I 
feel ultimately the riparian owners 
must be able to control their own fish-
eries.” 

Darren Massey, Captain of Cadence 
Superteam added: 

“I agree that the controlling clubs 
or fishery owners should control the 
population of Zander. But I do feel 
that nature will take its course and 
the Zander will begin to control itself, 
similar to my local Coventry canal 
where the Roach and Skimmer popu-
lation has re-established.” 

Angling Trust call for a balanced approach to  
Zander gets backing from across the sport
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Daryl Hodges, Head of Marketing at 
Dynamite & Normark UK said: 

“For me, trying to eradicate Zander 
from our waterways makes no sense 
anymore. The fish are firmly estab-
lished in many parts of the country 
and nature always finds a way of bal-
ancing things out. From a commercial 
point of view having a third predator 
species of course is good for the 
industry and I believe has really 
helped fuel a growth in lure fishing – 
especially on canals and waterways 
that have largely been forgotten. Rep-
resenting Rapala, Storm and 13 Fish-
ing we would support anglers and 
any discussion to remove Zander 
from the invasive species list. 

“Maybe clubs should have a choice 
to move fish on if they become over-
run but surely in this day and age it 
should be done properly and not just 
mass culling by CRT which happens 
to a local water near me on a fairly 
regular basis.” 

Mark Powell-Bevan, Spokesman for 
Canal Zander and The Zander Angler 
Club of Great Britain said: 

“Great work by the Angling Trust to 
help remove the ‘illegal to return Zan-
der’ status on our canals. The Angling 
Trust are also encouraging The CRT 
to extend and create further Canal 
Zander Zones and other sustainable 

Zander fisheries, which is a fantastic 
f o r w a r d  m o v e m e n t .  T h e  j o i n t 
approach to DEFRA to seek a specific 
code of practice for the management 
of Zander under the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981 is very encour-
aging indeed. 

“It’s brilliant to see the acceptance 
by most UK anglers that after ‘the 
medium risk’ category of the EA risk 
assessment and the length of time 
Zander have been present, they are 
now regarded as semi-naturalised in 
our canals. Another step forward 
towards full Zander naturalisation in 
our waterways that our canal Zander 
deserve after near 50 years of resi-
dency.” 

Gary Palmer, Predator Guide and 
Organiser of Zandermania and World 
Predator Classic England, said: 

“I am delighted to see the Angling 
Trust standing up for predator fishing 
and demanding that anglers should 
have the right to return zander to 
waters where they are already estab-
lished. I’m no fan of the Canal & River 
Trust’s extensive electro-fishing cam-
paign, but I can understand that the 
owner of a fishery should have the 
right to manage their own fish stocks 
as long as the clubs who are leasing 
the fishing rights have a say. It’s 
about time someone in authority 

looked at this in a balanced and 
responsible way and it seems to me 
that the Angling Trust have done a 
pretty good job of getting to the core 
of the issue.” 

Gary Knowles, Korum Consultant 
and Predator Expert, said: 

“In my view, asking anglers to kill 
or remove a fish that they respect and 
care for goes against the very core of 
why we love this sport, and therefore 
attempts to vilify or at worst prose-
cute those that choose to return, 
unharmed, their quarry from where it 
was caught I find both distasteful and 
divisive. 

“In this statement, the Angling 
Trust make it clear they will not sup-
port unwilling anglers becoming part 
of a cull and have stated emphatically 
that they will oppose any moves to 
criminalise those of us that will con-
tinue to return Zander, and for that 
reason this statement gets my sup-
port. 

“I do think they could go further, 
and I’m sure a lot of specialist Zander 
anglers will feel the same about some 
of the wording, but as we all know 
Rome wasn’t built in a day and I’m 
convinced that for all of us that love 
fishing for Zander, this is most defi-
nitely a step in the right direction.”  n

The Angling Trust has been cam-
paigning hard for the Environment 
Agency to get a grip on the unsus-
tainable amount of agricultural pollu-
tion that has had such a damaging 
effect on our rivers, lakes and oceans 
for many years. As part of our Anglers 
Against Pollution campaign we have 
consistently called for more boots on 
the ground in the form of EA staff 
who actually visit farms and enforce 
the laws we have to protect our 
waters from pollution. So it’s come as 
a much needed piece of positive 
news that the EA are now looking to 
recruit an additional 50 Agriculture 
Regulatory Inspection Officers in 
England. 

Angling Trust Campaigns Policy 
and Advocacy Manager Hannah 
Rudd said: 

“We welcome the news that the 
Environment Agency are recruiting 
50 new farm inspectors in a bid to 
better regulate agricultural pollution. 
However, we are  keen to  know 
whether these new staff will simply 
be spread throughout the country or 
whether they will have a focus on key 

catchments. The EA’s own River Axe 
N2K Catchment Regulatory Project 
Report outlines how important it is to 
have a whole catchment focus if 
inspections are to have tangible out-
comes for pollution reduction. 

“As part of the Angling Trust’s 
Anglers Against Pollution campaign 
we have been calling for more boots 
on the ground to enforce the Farming 
Rules for Water for some time. How-
ever, with over 100,000 farms in the 
UK the task of inspecting all farms 
regularly is not going to be covered 
by 50 new staff. We will continue 

campaigning for stronger monitoring 
and enforcement that is effectively 
resourced. 

“Agricultural pollution is a huge 
threat to our rivers so it’s important 
that we work together with farmers to 
reduce the impact of agricultural 
runoff as much as possible. Clean 
rivers are crucial for healthy fish pop-
ulations and the future of angling.” 

Anglers can support our Anglers 
Against Pollution campaign in a num-
ber of ways. Take a look at the dedi-
cated pages on our website for 
details. n

Positive signs for agricultural pollution enforcement 
as EA look to recruit 50 new farm inspectors
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Government Minister: fishing 
industry can prosper for years to 
come

Following the postponement and 
cancellation of angling’s national 
championships in 2020, the Angling 
Trust are delighted to announce a 
new event in the shape of the Youth 
Champions Challenge in association 
with Tackle Guru. 

The event will offer an opportunity 
for the section and overall winners of 
the 2020 Youth National to fish a final 
with Tackle Guru generously donat-
ing a first prize of £2,500. 

Angling Trust CEO Jamie Cook 
said: 

“The Covid pandemic has created 
challenges and interruptions across 
all sports and whilst angling was the 
first sport to return to competition in 
England we were not immune. With 
many 2020 national championships 
cancelled or delayed it was critical to 
ensure that we could offer those 
impacted young anglers a significant 
competition to reward their success 
in the delayed 2020 Youth National. 

“I am delighted to have support of 
Tackle Guru who have a long stand-
ing association with the Angling Trust 
in supporting competitive opportuni-
ties for young anglers. My thanks go 
to the team at Hayfield Lake for 
accommodating both the Youth 
Champions Challenge and the Get 
Fishing ‘have a go’ drop-in sessions 
which will both be running on Little 
Adams lake.” 

Noelie Goforth, from Maver Dyna-
mite Hayfield Lakes, added: 

“We are honoured to work along-
side the Angling Trust. We share the 
same passion not only to promote 
angling but to get more families and 
children involved in the sport that we 
all love. We strongly believe by work-
ing together we will reach our goal 
and are delighted to be hosting this 
event.” 

Adam Rooney, Guru Brand Man-
ager, said: 

“After what has been a tough 18 
months for match fishing and big 
events, when we heard that the 2020 
Junior National winners didn’t have 
the usual opportunity to compete due 
to Covid-19 restrictions, we were 
keen to step in and provide some sup-
port  for  an event for  the young 
anglers. We also appreciate what the 
Angling Trust has done for our sport 
and trade over the pandemic period, 
and wanted to show our support to 
our country’s governing body for 
angling. 

“We’re putting-up a generous prize 
fund of £2,500 for the winner of the 
Tackle Guru Youth Champions Chal-
lenge! Our media team will be there 
to cover the final on our popular social 
media channels on the day so come 
and support the anglers and say 
hello.” 

The Youth Champions Challenge 
will take place on 24th July 2021. 

Jamie Cook added: “Working with 

our partners at Matchroom Multisport 
and Sky we continue to put on the 
biggest events in coarse competition 
angling. We are delighted to be wel-
coming spectators back to Hayfield 
Lakes for Fishomania and NXTGEN – 
I want to wish all of the finalists the 
very best of luck and thank our part-
ners for their ongoing commitment to 
promot ing  angl ing  to  new and 
diverse audiences.” n

2020 Youth National winners to compete in new 
Champions Challenge 

On 1st July Fisheries Minister Victoria 
Prentis visited Grimsby, one of the 
UK’s largest fish processing towns, to 
meet industry specialists and local 
stakeholders. 

The North and North East Lin-

colnshire region accounts for around 
one-third of UK seafood processing 
jobs. 

The Minister’s day began with a 
visit to Immingham Border Control 
Post (BCP), which will ensure the 
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smooth flow of goods as checks are 
phased in on imports from the EU. 

The Minister then visited fish pro-
cessing companies Flatf ish and 
Young’s Seafood to see their opera-
tions and discuss current opportuni-
ties, investments into the sector and 
new job prospects for local people. 
Young’s supply a large proportion of 
the fish eaten in the UK and have 
recently announced 75 new jobs in 
addition to the 400 roles that were 
created at the start of the year to meet 
demand. 

Fisheries Minister Victoria Prentis 

commented: 
“It was a pleasure to visit Grimsby, 

to meet local businesses and see for 
myself the work carried out in what is 
one of our most important fish pro-
cessing hubs. 

“There are huge opportunities for 
people in the town, and the wider 
processing industry. 

“Supporting coastal communities 
to access trade opportunities outside 
of the EU is a key priority to ensure 
that the UK fishing and seafood 
industry is able to prosper for years to 
come.” 

Later in the afternoon, the Minister 
hosted a virtual roundtable bringing 
together industry representatives 
from across the processing sector, 
including export and import stake-
holders, to consider the challenges 
and opportunities facing businesses. 

This visit gave Minister Prentis the 
chance to further reiterate the gov-
ernment’s commitment to supporting 
domestic fisheries and production. 
The free trade agreement with Nor-
way, Iceland and Lichtenstein has 
already secured cost savings on 
imports. n

Carpy Humour

First professional 
footballer gets the vaccine
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16 alleged offenders have been served 
notices for fishing offences commit-
ted in Lincolnshire. It comes after a 
clampdown on illegal fishing in which 
118 spot checks were carried out to 
ensure anglers were properly licensed 
and fishing within the rules.  

Enforcement officers were split into 
3 teams on Sunday 25 July 2021, as 
part of a multi-agency operation led 
by the Environment Agency Fisheries 
Enforcement East Midlands Team 
with specialist Police Wildlife Crime 
Officers from Derbyshire, Notting-
hamshire, Lincolnshire and Leicester-
shire Constabulary alongside Volun-
tary Bailiffs from the Angling Trust 
embedded with the teams. 

Lee Watts, Fisheries Enforcement 
Officer East Midlands for the Environ-
ment Agency, said: “We take illegal 
fishing very seriously. Anyone com-
mitting offences can expect to be 
prosecuted and face a substantial 
fine. I’d like to offer my thanks to all 
officers, police staff and Angling Trust 
personnel who took part and made it 
a successful operation. It’s through 
partnerships like this that we can take 
action and send clear message to 
those who break the law. 

Anyone fishing illegally can expect 
to be prosecuted and face a fine of up 

to £2,500, and up to £50,000 for 
byelaw offences and potential 2 years 
prison sentences for Illegal methods. 

Angling Trust Fisheries Enforce-
ment Support  Service Regional 
Enforcement Manager, Paul Thomas, 
said: 

“This was a perfect example of 
partnership working in action – and 
what can be achieved by everyone 
working together. As always, we are 
most grateful to our volunteers for so 
public-spiritedly giving up their time 
to help protect fish and fisheries. We 
look forward to more of these opera-
tions” 

16 alleged offenders have been 
served notices for fishing offences 
committed in Lincolnshire. It comes 
after a clampdown on illegal fishing in 
which 118 spot checks were carried 
out to ensure anglers were properly 
licensed and fishing within the rules.  

Enforcement officers were split into 
3 teams on Sunday 25 July 2021, as 
part of a multi-agency operation led 
by the Environment Agency Fisheries 
Enforcement East Midlands Team 
with specialist Police Wildlife Crime 
Officers from Derbyshire, Notting-
hamshire, Lincolnshire and Leicester-
shire Constabulary alongside Volun-
tary Bailiffs from the Angling Trust 

embedded with the teams. 
Lee Watts, Fisheries Enforcement 

Officer East Midlands for the Environ-
ment Agency, said: “We take illegal 
fishing very seriously. Anyone com-
mitting offences can expect to be 
prosecuted and face a substantial 
fine.  

I’d like to offer my thanks to all offi-
cers, police staff and Angling Trust 
personnel who took part and made it 
a successful operation. It’s through 
partnerships like this that we can take 
action and send clear message to 
those who break the law. 

Anyone fishing illegally can expect 
to be prosecuted and face a fine of up 
to £2,500, and up to £50,000 for 
byelaw offences and potential 2 years 
prison sentences for Illegal methods. 

Angling Trust Fisheries Enforce-
ment Support  Service Regional 
Enforcement Manager, Paul Thomas, 
said: 

“This was a perfect example of 
partnership working in action – and 
what can be achieved by everyone 
working together. As always, we are 
most grateful to our volunteers for so 
public-spiritedly giving up their time 
to help protect fish and fisheries. We 
look forward to more of these opera-
tions”. n

Angling Trust Thames
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The Angling Trust and Environment 
Agency are delighted to announce 
the opening of a new round of the 
Angling Improvement Fund (AIF) 
which will target tackling biosecurity 
threats and invasive species manage-
ment. This funding will assist fish-
eries and angling clubs in protecting 
their waters from invasive non-native 
species such as the killer shrimp. 

Bids will also be accepted from 
fisheries seeking to undertake inva-
sive species management such as 
removal of floating pennywort, or 
train a club member to safely spray 
giant hogweed.Invasive non-native 
species present a major threat to fish-
eries and native fish populations. 

Invasive aquatic animals outcom-
pete native fish species for food and 
shelter, decreasing fish numbers and 
detrimentally impacting on fish 
health. 

Aquatic plants overwhelm native 
plants, creating dense mats on the 
water’s surface and in the water col-
umn, which remove important habitat 
for young fish, decrease water quality 
and impede fishing access. The fund-
ing will help clubs and fisheries 
deliver biosecurity improvements and 
implement measures that will min-
imise the risk of invasive species and 
diseases, and avoid unwanted fish 
deaths.Key to this will be initiatives to 
encourage the angling community to 
follow Check, Clean, Dry measures. 

Funding will also include practical 
support such as the purchase of pres-

sure washers to clean unhooking 
mats, nets and boots, as well as boot 
scrubbers and other alternatives.The 
AIF is funded by the Environment 
Agency through rod licence income 
and provides the opportunity to rein-
vest this income in positive initiatives 
to protect and enhance angling. 

A total of £50,000 is available in this 
funding round, with a maximum of 
£5,000 available to fisheries and clubs 
to bid for with matched contribu-
tions.Heidi Stone, Fisheries Manager, 
Environment Agency, said:“The 
health of our fisheries is paramount 
and invasive non-native species are 
having a serious impact on fisheries 
across the country. 

There is legislation that allows us 
to permit certain fish but wrongly 
placed fish can cause real damage to 
our rivers and lakes.“This is why we 
are reinvesting income from licence 
sales to support clubs and fisheries 
across the country to implement 
measures to reduce biosecurity risks. 

Th is  inc ludes  invas ive  p lant 
species that cause damage and 

reduce angling opportunities.”Jamie 
Cook, CEO, Angling Trust, said: 
“Anglers regularly tell us that invasive 
species are amongst their top con-
cerns for threats to fisheries. 

I am delighted that the Environ-
ment Agency has made this fund 
available from rod licence income for 
clubs and fisheries to apply for in 
order that we can do our part in pro-
tecting the fisheries that we all love. 

I would encourage clubs and fish-
eries to consider applying for these 
grants.”Funding will be open from 
Wednesday 4th August until midday 
Wednesday 15th September and the 
work will need to be completed by 
the end of March 2022. 

For  more information see our 
Angling Improvement Fund page on 
the Angling Trust website. 

More information:Dr Emily Smith, 
Environment Manager, Angling Trust 
07854 239713 emily.smith@angling 
trust.netImage:Funding to help 
remove floating pennywort from 
rivers will be available to clubs and 
fisheries. n

Angling Trust and Environment Agency announce 
£50,000 fund to help angling clubs and fisheries 
protect waters from invasive species and diseases



Big Carp  15

Shockleader

The BRFC met remotely via online 
meeting facility on 19th July 2021Pre-
sent were: Mike Heylin OBE (Chair-
man), Oliver Crimmen (Scientific 
Advisor, Natural History Museum), 
Nigel Hewlett (Scientific Advisor, 
Environment Agency), Paul Coulson 
(Freshwater Specialist), Will Barnard 
(Freshwater Specialist), Andrew Nel-
list (Freshwater Specialist), David 
Craig (Ireland representative), Dr Phill 
Williams (Marine Specialist), Capt. 
Stephen Mardlin MBE RN (Freshwa-
ter Specialist), Paul Edwards (Wales 
representative) and Nick Simmonds 
(Secretary).The committee consid-
ered and accepted the following 
record claims as being duly ratified: 

The committee also considered a 
claim from Jensen Price in respect of 
his carp caught from Holme Fen fish-
ery and claimed at a weight of 73lb 
8oz. 

This claim was discussed in detail 
and at length, but the unanimous 
decision of the BRFC members pre-
sent was to not accept this fish as a 
British record. 

The committee believes that the 
apparent growth rate of the fish 
would not be feasible in a natural 
environment and that the weights 
stated for the overall population of 
carp in the fishery are unsustainable 
in a naturally fed fishery where the 
only additional food source is anglers’ 
bait. 

The BRFC believes that the overall 
situation regarding the carp record is 
unique among coarse fish, being sub-
ject to commercial interest and fish-
ery management practices designed 
to produce outsized fish. It is not 
aware of similar practices affecting 
any other British coarse fish species. 

The committee has written to 
Jensen Price to advise him of the 
decision and the reasons for not 
accepting his record claim. 

The Committee would l ike to 
remind anglers that in the event of 
the capture of a potential record fish, 
the captor should first contact the 
British Record (rod-caught) Fish 
Committee without delay. 

Captors of potential record fish 
should contact the Secretary, Nick 
Simmonds, at the Angling Trust, on 
01568 620447 or by email at brfc@ 
anglingtrust.net 

Nick will record the details of the 
capture and advise the claimant on 
progressing the claim. More informa-
tion about what to do if you catch a 
record fish can be found on the BRFC 
web pages. n

Three new British record fish ratified

Colin Hebb’s Ide (or Orfe) (Leuciscus idus) was ratified at 8lb 5oz, thus becoming 
an equal record with the fish caught by Michael Wilkinson in 2000 and Lawrence 
King in 2018. It was caught from the River Hull.

Julian Barnes’s Crucian carp (Carassius Carassius), was captured from Johnson’s 
Lake at Godalming AC’s Marsh Farm. After an adjustment following the scales 
test, it was ratified at 4lb 12 oz, taking the record from the 4lb 10oz equal records 
held by Craig Smithson, Steve Frapwell and Michael James.

Gareth Griffiths’s Black-mouthed dogfish (Galeus melastomus) was ratified at 
1lb 3oz and captured at Oban. Gareth’s fish occupies the shore caught record slot 
as the first shore-caught specimen of this species claimed as a record.
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The hugely popular Take a Friend 
Fishing offer of FREE one-day fishing 
l icences f rom the Environment 
Agency worth £6 to £12, taster fishing 
events from the Angling Trust and 
marketing support and info for begin-
ners from the Angling Trades Associ-
ation is back for the whole of summer 
2021 – find out more HERE. 

Please use your social media, news 
and email newsletters to encourage 
fishing licence holding anglers to reg-
ister for a free one-day fishing licence 
to take a friend, colleague or family 
member and introduce them to 
angling. 

IMPORTANT: We also want you to 
let us know about any Take a Friend 
Fishing offers you are running so that 
we can promote them – for example, 
we would really like to hear from 
clubs and fisheries where the friend 
can fish for free on their first fishing 
trip, or coaches who can offer a free 
session for a newcomer or two… 
Take a Friend Fishing Resources 
23rd July to 5th September 2021 
This year National Fishing Month 
includes over 300 events from the 
Angling Trades Association, Angling 
Trust, Get Hooked on Fishing and 
Canal & River Trust. 

We’ve been working closely with 
the Environment Agency and their ‘A 
L icence  to  Chi l l ’  campaign, to 

develop an exciting new toolkit of 
resources and messaging to help you 
talk about National Fishing Month 
with your audiences. 

From social media assets to print-
able posters, there are links to a range 
of materials for you to use free of 
charge, to help make it as easy as pos-
sible to encourage more people to get 
fishing this summer. 

There’s a new logo too – feel free to 
use these guidelines to position it on 
your materials. 

TELL US: We would love to hear 

about any events or activities that 
you are running during National Fish-
ing Month so that they can become 
part of our big promotional push this 
summer in email newsletters and 
advertising. 

Help us to help you – simply get in 
touch. Thank You! 

National Fishing Month Resources 
24th July to 30th August 2021. n

Be part of Summer 2021’s Big Fishing Campaigns! 
We will help promote your club, fishery or business this summer – FREE

Treasure Your 
River!

The Angling Trust has joined the 
Treasure Your River anti-littering 
campaign to combat litter around 
seven of the UK’s most famous rivers 
and their tributaries. n



starmerbaits.com

Method mixes & groundbaits

Firm tough texture, quick break down times, high leakage. Our versatile method mixes can be moulded into tough balls for your catapult, 
or even be used dry as a ground-bait. Either way your swim will benefit from a large cloud of bait with high nutrients and high attractant 
value. Perfect for either carp or coarse fish!

Beastie ballBloodworm Coconut cream Green lip musselBig fishmeal Halibut marine Hempseed Hot chili & hemp Red carp

High oil marine pellets

Designed for maximum attraction and food content, these pellets are perfect for leaving large areas and beds of food. With a near instant 
release of nutrients and a longer break down time than attractor pellets you can be sure that carp will still find a bed of food to get there 
heads down on. Sizes available: 2mm & 5mm in all types.

Halibut marine Salmon marine Mixed marineTuna marine Halibut & coconut Sardine & anchovy Green lip mussel

Low oil attractor pellets

Unlike our high oil feed pellets, our low oil attractor pellets are designed for maximum release of nutrients and a quick break down time. 
Perfect for attracting carp & coarse fish, but leaving as little food as possible ensuring your hook bait has as high a chance as possible of 
being picked up. Sizes available: 5mm in all types.

Bloodworm Coconut fish Hot chilli & hempFishmeal Strawberry cream Sweetcorn Tiger nut & maple Multi mix

Check out our massive bait range on any of our web stores
web: www.starmerbaits.com
ebay: stores.ebay.co.uk/starmerltd
amazon: search for starmerbaits in the amazon product search box.
tel: 01268 690 300     
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Event Focus: 
Let’s Fish!

Each year between March and the 
end of October, supported by local 
angling clubs, the Canal & River Trust 
host hundreds of learn-to-fish taster 
events called Let’s Fish! They’re suit-
able for anyone over the age of six, 
adults and children alike.

About: Fishing Licences 
Going fishing is about much more 
than catching fish. It is a low-cost, fun 
way to spend time together. Get the 
family outside and immersed in 
nature. Don’t forget, you’ll need to get 
a  l i c e n c e  f i r s t  f r o m  G o v. U K  a t 
gov.uk/fishing-licences. n

Positive signs for pollution 
enforcement as EA look to recruit 
50 farm inspectors – thank-you for 
your support!

As part of our Anglers Against Pollution campaign, we’ve been calling for more 
boots on the ground to carry out proper monitoring and enforcement of agricul-
tural pollution. The EA have responded by announcing they are looking to recruit 
50 new farm inspectors in England. Angling Trust CEO Jamie Cook said: “The 
fact that the EA are now recruiting large numbers of new farm inspectors is a 
significant sign that our voice is being heard. There is still a huge amount of 
work to be done and we have yet to hear the detail of how these staff will be 
deployed, but we should celebrate these victories and I would personally like to 
thank every angler who has signed the petition, bought a T-Shirt, joined the Trust 
or supported the campaign in any way.” n

Water companies failing to stop 
sewage spills pollution

Water companies are continuing to fail to cut pollution from raw sewage spills 
into our rivers and coastal waters. According to the Environment Agency’s Envi-
ronmental Performance Report for 2020, of the nine water and sewage compa-
nies included “no water company achieved all the environmental expectations 
set out for 2015 to 2020”. 

The report was published just days after Southern Water were fined a record 
£90million after the company admitted to 6,971 illegal spills from 17 sites in 
Hampshire, Kent and West Sussex between 2010 and 2015.  

The Angling Trust will continue to press for polluters to be held to account for 
the damage they cause, and for the Government to restore funding to enable 
more monitoring of our waters. Anglers can play their part by supporting our 
Anglers Against Pollution campaign. n

Angling Trust NEWS
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Pisces Country Park and Acorn Holi-
day Park, located in Welney on the 
Cambridgeshire and Norfolk border, 
are seeing bookings rise steeply for 
2021 because holiday makers are 
choosing to get back to nature for 
short holiday breaks.  The holiday 
parks have regenerated a love of fish-
ing in the region with its four abun-
dantly stocked fishing lakes with 
bookings up by over 60%. And in the 
last six months a ‘holiday homes’ pur-
chases have also increased by 50% as 
more people across the UK look to 
invest in an affordable holiday prop-
erty for multiple holidays and week-
end breaks.  People have purchased 
from the East of England region, and 
from the wider UK and there have 
even been people interested in buy-
ing from as far away as New Zealand! 

The holiday parks are situated on a 
20-acre site featuring landscaped 
lawns, shrubs and wooded areas.  It is 
an ideal location for those who enjoy 
peace and tranquillity and above all 
getting away from busy everyday 
life.  It has become the destination of 
choice for people from all over the UK 
during the early summer months 
when UK breaks are enjoying a surge 
in popularity. Both parks are part of 
the Starglade Group which also oper-
ates Stonham Barns Park in Suffolk. 
New Shepherd’s Huts and Pods are 
coming on stream for the group to 
cope with demand.  

Established in the 1940s as a tench 

fishery, Pisces Country Park has three 
lakes heavily stocked with carp, pike, 
tench, roach and bream.  It has won 
the David Bellamy Conservation Gold 
Awards for countryside achievement 
and been recommended by some of 
the country’s most famous anglers 
including Bob Nudd MBE and Matt 
Hayes for fishing. Tench fishing has 
always been popular at these lakes as 

these fish are powerful and fantastic 
fighters, l ike carp, making them 
excellent lake sport.  

The parks were acquired by their 
current owner in 2019 and 2020 since 
then significant investment has been 
made in the facilities there.  The holi-
day home accommodation on offer is 
being updated with many new holi-
day properties being added to replace 
older stock; at the same time as 
improvements are being made to the 
park’s infrastructures and specialist 
conservation work is being continued 
to enhance the grounds and lakes.  

The increased interest in fishing 
has been enhanced recently by pro-
grammes such as ITV’s Monster 
Carp and Mortimer & Whitehouse: 
Gone Fishing on BBC 2 which fea-
tures two friends, some beautiful 
places, a good natter, and some out-
standing UK fishing. 

Speaking about the recent success 
with increased demand for short 
breaks and the purchase of holiday 
lodges at the two sites, Paul Stanton 
said: ‘There is no doubt that the pan-
demic has changed the way people 
live their lives.  It has focused every-
one’s mind into the here and now and 
there is a huge revival of people get-
ting out into the countryside to enjoy 
the simpler things in life. We are find-
ing a direct correlation between peo-

Get Away, Go Fishing … and Go for a Holiday Home 
More People Escape to the countryside and ‘try then buy’ a holiday lodge

Blakeney Point is just one of the attractions nearby.  Photography credit: Keith 
Suffling.

Pisces Country Park is one of the up-and-coming destinations for holidays.  
Photography credit: Keith Suffling.
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A Judge at the High Court has ruled that a promise made by the Government in 
2015 to provide reports on sensitive rivers and lakes is enforceable. WWF, the 
Angling Trust and Fish Legal took Defra and the Environment Agency back to 
Court for failing to publish the reports, which are expected to detail the mea-
sures necessary to get sensitive rivers and lakes back to “favourable” condition 
after years of agricultural pollution.. n

Judge says Government’s report 
promise is ‘legally binding’

Planned enforcement action will build 
on efforts to prevent crime and anti-
social behaviour on river banks. 

Enforcement officers are on the 
ground reporting offenders and seiz-
ing illegal traps in a bid to protect fish 
stocks. 

A warning has been issued to ille-
gal  anglers as the Environment 
Agency undertakes a  month of 
patrols to target poachers and those 
fishing without a licence.  

Operation LUNGFISH is underway 
to protect fisheries from harmful 
activity including theft and fishing 
with illegal traps. Enforcement offi-
cers from the Environment Agency 
can be joined by the Angling Trust, 
Voluntary Bailiffs and local police offi-
cers to conduct patrols around rivers, 
lakes and ponds.  

Launched on 23rd July, Operation 
LUNGFISH has carried out a range of 
action around the country in its first 
two weeks: 

In the West Midlands illegal cray-

fish traps have been seized. 
In the South East an EA patrol team 

were joined by the Sussex Rural 
Police crime team and the Voluntary 
Bailiff Service (VBS) to conduct an 
enforcement blitz, as they visited over 
40 venues to check 650 licences and 
issued 64 offence reports 

In the North East 214 licences were 
checked, 21 anglers reported for fish-
ing offences – with another five peo-
ple reported for offences across 
Durham, Northumberland, Washing-
ton and South Tyneside 

Patrols in Lincolnshire, conducted 
with the East Midlands Wildlife Crime 
G r o u p  a n d  T h e  A n g l i n g  Tr u s t , 
checked 118 licences with sixteen 
notices being served for fishing 
offences 

Heidi Stone, Environment Agency 
Fisheries Partnerships Manager:  

“We encourage everyone to give 
f i s h i n g  a  g o  t h i s  s u m m e r  a n d 
throughout this month, existing fish-
ing licence holders can take a friend 

fishing by applying for a free day 
licence.  

“As law abiding anglers know, ille-
gal fishing and anti-social behaviour 
on our banks is not only harmful to 
fish populations, but can also have a 
detrimental effect on the environment 
and surrounding wildlife. 

“We are working closely with our 
partners on Operation LUNGFISH to 
ensure that fishing licence income is 
used to protect fisheries and make 
angling a great experience for all.”  

Operation LUNGFISH runs along-
side two key activities in the angling 
calendar, National Fishing Month 
(24th July to 30th August) and Take a 
Friend Fishing 2021 (25th July to 5th 
September). These events encourage 
people to visit the riverbank and give 
fishing a go, with the month of action 
targeting those abusing the rules that 
protect England’s fisheries. 

To purchase or re-new your fishing 
licence please visit: Buy a rod fishing 
licence – GOV.UK. n

Environment Agency delivers warning to illegal 
anglers with new enforcement campaign  
The Environment Agency has launched a month-long enforcement  
campaign to crack down on illegal fishing and poaching.

ple taking a short break with us and 
then investing in one of our holiday 
lodges for the longer term.’ 

‘Fishing is one of the UK’s largest 
participation sports and we have 
great fishing here. It is great for mind-
fulness and people’s mental health 
.  Getting out into nature is clearly 
what people want, to live a more ful-
filled life, so we are seeing more visi-
tors than usual and more people 
wanting to invest in a holiday home 
so that they have somewhere to go at 
the weekends.’ 

‘There is no doubt that the UK still 
offers people what they want in terms 
of relaxation, and everything is here 
on offer, without the stress of over-
seas travel.’ 

Luxury furnished holiday lodges 
are available to rent at Acorn Holiday 
Park and to buy at Pisces Country 
Park.  Prices at Acorn Holiday Park 
start from £50 per night including 
fishing and at Pisces from £34,995 for 
a ful ly furnished luxury holiday 
home.  Most of the accommodation is 
situated beside a lake.  Nearby attrac-
tions include Welney Wetland Centre, 
Hunstanton and Ely Cathedral. 

For more information please call 
0800 048 5326 or visit www.holiday-
parkhomes.co.uk.  n
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Here’s a great offer from leading 
game and fly-fishing specialists Far-
lows and Sportfish. All Angling Trust 
members are entitled to a 10% dis-
count online, in-store and via tele-
phone mail order at both Farlows and 
Sportfish. n

Angling Trust NEWS

Sea angling’s ‘exciting’ plans

The Angling Trust has set out its vision for sea angling in England and Wales 
describing the future as “exciting” with an opportunity to work with Defra to 
develop investment into the sport. n

Member discounts 
... 10% off at 
Farlows and 
Sportfish!

The condition affects wild salmon 
and sea trout, causing red rash-like 
lesions, particularly on the underside 
of the fish. 

The Environment Agency is work-
ing with the National Fisheries Labo-
ratory to protect fish species and 
improve understanding of this dis-
ease 

The Environment Agency (EA) is 
encouraging anglers to report sight-
ings of salmon exhibiting symptoms 
of Red Skin Disease (RSD), after fish 
were seen with signs of the condition 
in Devon and Cornwall and other 
parts of England and Wales. 

The disease, which appears as a 
spotted red rash on wild Atlantic 
salmon and sea trout, causes haemor-
rhaging on the underbelly of the fish. 

The cause and impact of this con-
dition is currently unknown, and 
despite being termed Red Skin Dis-
ease, a pathogen has yet to be linked 
to the changes seen. Left unchecked, 
the condition could have negative 
effectson wild stocks which are 
already in decline. 

The EA is therefore encouraging 

anglers to immediately report sight-
ings of unusual marks to the incident 
helpline on 0800 80 70 60. 

Simon Toms, National Fisheries 
Management Team Leader at the 
Environment Agency, said: 

“We have received reports of a 
small  number of  f ish caught by 
anglers showing changes consistent 
with red skin disease, an issue which 
was previously observed in 2018. 

“Contacting the incident hotline 
allows us to respond promptly to dis-
ease incidents, monitor reports and 
limit harm to fish species. This infor-
mat ion a lso  helps  our  partners 
research the condition and prevent 
further spread. 

“I’d like to remind anglers of the 
importance of practicing good biose-
curity, and adhering to the ‘clean, 
check, dry’ guidance before moving 
to other waters when fishing for 
salmon this season”. 

Red Skin Disease was first reported 
in rivers draining into the Baltic Sea 
and Northern Atlantic in 2018. Since 
then, there have been a number of 
reports of wild salmon with RSD in 

rivers across the UK. 
The EA is working with partners 

across Europe, including its own 
National Fisheries Laboratory, Cefas, 
M a r i n e  S c o t l a n d  a n d  N a t u r a l 
Resources Wales, to research and bet-
ter understand this condition. Officers 
regularly monitor for signs of disease 
in all major salmon & trout rivers. 

The National Fisheries Laboratory, 
alongside partner organisations and 
government bodies, investigates fish 
mortalities and researches emerging 
infections to protect our fisheries. All 
the work at this specialist facility is 
financed by income from the sale of 
rod licences. 

Anglers who see diseased or dis-
tressed fish are asked to take pho-
tographs of unusual marks if safe to 
do so and contact the EA helpline 
immediately. Mild red patches on 
healthy salmon have long been 
observed but are not associated with 
ill-health. 

Anglers should not remove or han-
dle a fish in distress. There are no 
known issues for human health as a 
consequence of this disease. n

Environment Agency asks anglers to be  
vigilant of Red Skin Disease in salmon  
Anglers are urged to be vigilant this summer following reports of  
salmon with possible Red Skin Disease in Devon and Cornwall
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Shockleader

Set in the heart of Revesby Estate, for 
over 150 years, Revesby’s 35 acre 
reservoir has seen many notable 
catches, including an eel which set a 
new Guiness World Record. 

However, 2021 saw Revesby’s 
heaviest carp ever recorded, growing 
to 40lb - the same weight as 5 male 
maltese dogs!  

The large  mir ror  carp  named 
‘Apples’ was caught by fishery mem-
ber, Dan Smith, before being safely 
returned to the water. 

There have been a number of large 
fish caught recently by fishery mem-
bers; a 39lbs 8oz fish named ‘The 
Unit’ was also caught on the same 
day as Apples. 

Years of careful management by 
the team at Revesby has enabled fan-
tastic catch rates and high quality 
f ish.  The reservoir ’s  structured 
restocking programme relies on 
breeding ponds across the estate, and 
the team hope to see more fish grow 
to significant size in years to come 
under their breeding programme.  

Revesby Estate Fisheries Manager, 
Tom Winspear, said: “Our mission is to 
give our members the perfect fishing 
experience and one of the main aims 
of recreational fishing is to catch the 

Fin-tastic! Revesby fish grows to record size 
The historic Lincolnshire estate is now home to a 40lb carp!

About Revesby Estate  
Main Reservoir at 35 acres and 
The Black Wong at 4 acres. Our 
mission is to give the perfect fish-
ing experience and to become a 
leading fishery of national impor-
tance.  

Revesby Estate is a family-
owned historic estate, located 
b e t w e e n  L i n c o l n  a n d  t h e 
coast. The history of Revesby 
Estate dates back to almost 1000 
years. After the Norman Conquest 
in 1066, the estate was left to the 
Cistercian monks of Rievaulx 
Abbey to build a monastic com-
munity in Lincolnshire. When King 
H e n r y  V I I I  d i s s o l v e d  t h e 
monastery in 1539, he gifted the 
estate to his  brother- in- law, 
Charles Brandon, and the state 
became private.  

In 1714, the estate was pur-
chased by Joseph Banks and, 
since then, it has been passed 
from one generation to another. 
Today, the Wiggins-Davies family 
are celebrating over 300 years of 
unbroken ownership. 

Another Revesby fishery member, Liam Sandall, with common carp 'The Unit', 
weighing in at 39lbs 8oz 

Dan Smith, Revesby fishery member, with Apples, the 40lb mirror carp.

biggest, healthiest fish possible. Its 
size is a huge achievement for the 
estate and we were overjoyed. 

“We’re hoping that a number of our 
other fish will achieve this weight in 
the next couple of years, and I look 

forward to seeing our members break 
more records!” 

Revesby fishery is for members 
only, more information can be found 
o n  o u r  w e b s i t e : w w w. r e v e s b y 
estate.co.uk.  n
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Shockleader Catch Reports... Catch Reports... 

This Mirror Carp was caught at a Private Syndicate in Cambridgeshire. The bait used was from Premium Carp Fishing - 
Stinky Pink Pop up with a bag of sweet amino boilies. I would like to thank Mark Horsepool for his help in the capture of my 
personal best. 38lb 14oz Mirror Carp named Thumper. Richard Bennett, Peterborough.

Exclusive distributors for eagle claw 
brands in the UK and Ireland

For more on Reuben Heaton, Sportscale & RH brands 
call 01455 293000 or email info@reubenheaton.com 

Join Reuben Heaton on Facebook for all our latest news FISHING 
RESORT

https://naxiresa.inaxel.com/etape1-criteres.php? 
compte=iktus&lang=2 



Selk’bag Original 6G

The all-new Selk’bag Original 6G, now with 
extra-features, is designed for maximum  
mobility, comfort and warmth so you can 
journey, play or sleep just about anywhere.

Suitable for use outdoors in the UK any time 
of year.

Interested? 
Scan this QR code or visit  
www.selkbag.co.uk to 
learn more about the 
Selk’bag Original 6G.



Our monthly 
reviews on 
products 
currently on 
the market

In this issue: 

•   EDZ 

•   Selk’Bag
T

ac
 – 

T
ec EDZ Merino Wool Flannel Shirts 

A practical wool shirt  
with button down  
breast pockets

Cumbrian 
activewear brand 
drops synthetics 
Cumbrian activewear brand EDZ 
has recently dropped nylon and 
polyester products from their 
range in favour of wool. EDZ gar-
ments are now all wool which not 
only performs better than syn-
thetics, does not smell, is warmer, 
machine washable and as wool is 
a natural fibre at the end of its life 
it is 100% biodegradable.   

EDZ are based in Maryport on 
the edge of the Lake District, they 
sell their products online through 
www.edz.co.uk and have been in 
business since 1995 with their 
range of functional clothing.  n

Wear as casual shirt or for outdoor activities, hiking, fishing, shooting etc, or as 
an overshirt  

Flannel shirts are usually cotton, but wool has several advantages as it regu-
lates temperature, wicks moisture, dries quicker, is warmer in cold or damp con-
ditions and the fabric will remain odour free after many days of wear. 

These are machine washable to 30C. Because the fabric is 100% wool it does 
not need washing as often a cotton which is good for the environment and 
handy when travelling.   

EDZ wool shirts are 100% natural with no man made fibres. 
• Fabric – 100% wool (From New Zealand) 
• Buttons – palm nut 
• Washing – machine wash 30C 

Plaid colours  red, green, blue & grey 
Solid colours – Navy blue, loden green Sizes 
S, M, L, XL, XXL 

Price £89.99 (includes free next day UK 
d e l i v e r y )  A v a i l a b l e  n o w  f r o m 
www.edz.co.uk   

EDZ are based in Maryport, Cumbria and 
have been creating quality activewear since 
1996.  n
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Tac-Tec

Selk’bag Original 6G sleeping 

The Selk’bag Original 6G sleeping 
bag suit has a temperature rating 
suitable for use outdoors in the UK 
any time of year.  

We’ve given it two layers of syn-
thetic hollow fibre insulation and a 
water resistant coating. This makes 
the Original 6G the most versatile 
wearable sleeping bag UK campers 
can pitch up in. 

The non-detachable hood is insu-
lated and adjustable for best fit, keep-
ing you warm and comfortable. 

A quick, practical dual zipper 
design allows you to access your 
pockets or fly. 

A kangaroo pocket so you can 
bring your hands to rest and stash 
anything you need comfortably. 

Elastic no-hassle hand openings 
allow you to bring your hands in and 
out of the bag quickly and effortlessly. 

Wear your own shoes when you’re 
out and about. Then swap for remov-
able, zip-off booties with nylon soles 
when you’re sleeping. 
Selk’bag Original 6G Sizing 
Our Original 6G model is more of a 
snug fit as it contains more padding 
insulation than the Lite 6G. Because 
of this, we recommend sizing up if 

you are 1’’ to 3’’ (2.5cm to 7.5cm) 
below the in-between size range.  
So, if you are getting the Original 6G 
and you are 5’9’’ (175cm) tall we rec-
ommend getting an XL, rather than 
an L.  

Check out our Selk’bag size guide, 
or feel free to contact us for more 
information!  

Not sure one is perfect for you? 
Compare Selk’bag differences using 
our handy comparison guide.  n

I know this is a show off post, but I had to share! 
When you work hard and you are doing so well you can treat 
yourself to something… I can’t express the happiness I am feeling 
right now. White was the only colour available, but it doesn’t 
matter. I’ve just purchase these four chairs!

Carpy Humour



VISIT POINGDE

POST & PACKING
Small items 

£4.00 
Reels & standard 

items  £6.00 
Rods & larger 
items £8.00 

Orders will currently 
take longer than 

normal to be delivered

SHIMANO REELS

ORDERS OVER £25 
ARE POST FREE

SPECIAL OFFER
ALL ORDERS OVER 

£25 NOW POST FREE!

£69.99

rrp £89.99

OUR PRICE

SLEEPING BAGSTrakker Deluxe 
Thermal Bedchair 

Cover

Trakker Big Snooze 
Plus WideTrakker Big Snooze +

£49.99

rrp £64.99

OUR PRICE
6000RB

£52.50

rrp £69.99

OUR PRICE
10000RB

For anglers wanting reliable Shimano 
Baitrunner technology on a small 
budget, the new Baitrunner ST-RB is 
the natural choice.

BAITRUNNER
ST6000RB

BAITRUNNER
ST10000RB

VASS-TEX CHEST WADERS

£89.99
OUR PRICE

£54.99
OUR PRICE

700E Nova 
Heavy Duty 

PVC 
Chest 

Waders

600 Series 
Chest 

Waders

£57.50

rrp £74.99

OUR PRICE

£84.99

rrp £76.49

OUR PRICE

NASH TACKLE 
TITAN HIDE XL BIVVY

£249.99

rrp £299.99

OUR PRICE

NASH TACKLE 
INDULGENCE 
BIG DADDY 

CHAIR

£149.99

rrp £164.99

OUR PRICE

£109.99

rrp £120.00

OUR PRICE

NASH TACKLE 
INDULGENCE 
ULTRALITE 

CHAIR

£159.99

rrp £175.99

OUR PRICE

NASH TACKLE 
INDULGENCE 

HI-BACK 
CHAIR

£99.99

rrp £109.99

OUR PRICE

NASH TACKLE 
INDULGENCE 
DADDY LONG 
LEGS CHAIR

£139.99

rrp £153.99

OUR PRICE

NASH TACKLE BED BUDDY

£44.99
OUR PRICE

£125.99

rrp £139.99

OUR PRICE
4800mAh

£188.99

rrp £209.99

OUR PRICE
9600mAh

FOX HALO 
POWER 
PACKS

Perfect portable 
source of bank side 
power for charging 
a variety of electronic 
devices such as 
mobile phones, 
laptops and 
audio/visual 
products.

SONIK VADERX 
RS CARP RODS

£59.99

12FT

OUR PRICE
2¾LB & 3LB

£59.99

12FT

OUR PRICE
3¼ & 3½LB

£54.99

10FT

OUR PRICE
10FT 3LB

VaderX RS carp rods are the 
evolved and refined version 
of Sonik’s award winning 
VaderX carp rods.

SONIK XTRACTOR 
CARP RODS

£53.99

rrp £59.99

OUR PRICE
9FT 2¾LB

£62.99

rrp £69.99

OUR PRICE
10FT 3¼LB

£62.99

rrp £69.99

OUR PRICE
10FT 3½LB

Sonik XTRACTOR carp rods fill a real 
gap in the market for affordable 
top-quality rods that are easy 
to transport due to their 
short pack down lengths.

NASH TACKLE 
INDULGENCE 

SUB-LO
CHAIR

£424.99

rrp £467.99

OUR PRICE
SS4

£449.99

rrp £494.99

OUR PRICE
SS4 WIDE

£399.99

rrp £439.99

OUR PRICE
SS3

£424.99

rrp £467.99

OUR PRICE
SS3 WIDE

The latest generation of 
renowned Indulgence Sleep 
Systems include up rated and 
extended lumbar support, 
along with USB connectivity 
for storing power packs and 
charging smartphones and other 
electronic devices. All while 
sleeping in absolute comfort!

NASH TACKLE INDULGENCE 
5 SEASON SLEEP SYSTEMS

Save £££’s with this bundle 
special offer!! Three of the 
revolutionary Siren R3 alarms 
and a receiver for well over 
£100 off the normal RRP!

£324.99

rrp £441.96

OUR PRICE

NASH TACKLE 
SIREN R3 BITE ALARM 

BUNDLE SPECIAL OFFER

Trakker Tempest 
Advanced 100 Bivvy

TRAKKER BIVVIES

Trakker Tempest Brolly 100T

£674.99

rrp £749.99

OUR PRICE

£269.99
OUR PRICE

The Bed Buddy is a lightweight session accessory 
that allows you to sit on a bed with correct back 
support, without carrying a separate chair.

£109.99

rrp £175.00

OUR PRICE

DAIWA EMBLEM SPOD REEL

Designed around the 
body and spool of 
the Emblem Pro, the 
‘Spod’ retrieves over 
100cm of line for 
every handle turn.

AMAZING PRICE!

This special edition Tournament BASIA QD 
Custom Reel has been built to Poingdestres 
Angling Centre’s unique specification for the 
discerning angler wanting that distinctive look!!

£449.99

rrp £580.00

OUR PRICE

DAIWA TOURNAMENT BASIA 
QD POINGDESTRES EDITION 

CUSTOM BUILD REEL

WYCHWOOD 
TACTICAL WALLED MAT

Produced from fish friendly materials and 
excessive foam thickness to create the ultimate 
mat system. Complete peace of mind whilst 
handling fish during unhooking and photography.

£74.99
OUR PRICE

WYCHWOOD 
TACTICAL BROLLY

Unique internal 
storage pockets 
included

£169.99
OUR PRICE



ESTRES.CO.UK

CARP RODS IN STOCK

Harrison
Harrison Advanced Rods Torrix TE 
Special Carp Rods
12ft £342.00 £307.80
12ft6 £342.00 £315.90

Harrison Advanced Rods Cerbera Carp 
Rods
3lb  £270.00 £243.00  
3.25lb  £270.00 £244.62

Trebuchet Light 12ft 3.75lb   
 £414.00 £372.60

Century
Century C2 (Command & Control) Carp 
Rod s
12ft 3.25lb £469.00 £430.00
12ft 3.5lb £489.00 £450.00

WE ARE A CYGNET PRO 
DEALER, TO SEE THE 
FULL RANGE EITHER 
VISIT US ONLINE OR 

CALL ON 023 8051 0077 
FOR ADVICE.

UNIT 11, SOUTHAMPTON TRADE PARK, THIRD AVENUE, SOUTHAMPTON, SO15 0AD

EMAIL US AT SALES@POINGDESTRES.CO.UK
OR VISIT POINGDESTRES.CO.UK
FAX: 02380 773841

find us on facebook.com/Poingdestres

Fox Stalker Plus 
2/3 Rod Pod £89.99

rrp £109.99

OUR PRICE

VISIT US ONLINE FOR OUR 
FULL RANGE OF RODS

E&OE

5 MINS

J3 M27

6000SQ.FT
SHOWROOM

We are a Aqua Pro Dealer, to 
see the full range either view 

online or call us on 
023 8051 0077 for advice.

BAIT
FULL RANGES 

IN STOCK
We also stock

RIDGEMONKEY PRODUCTS 
NOW IN STOCK

TRAKKER LEVELITE 
TRANSFORMER 

CHAIR

£116.99

rrp £129.99

OUR PRICE

POST
FREE

£99.95
OUR PRICE

The E800 Series 
Camo Chest Wader is 

reassuringly tough and 
uniquely comfortable 
due to its bi-stretch 

properties.

Similar to the original 
Series 700 Nova 
model, this camo 

pattern model doesn’t 
get much cooler for 
the image conscious 

angler!

POST
FREE

VASS-TEX E800 
SERIES CAMO 

CHEST WADERS

FOX RX+ MICRON BITE 
ALARM PRESENTATION SETS

£569.00

rrp £654.99

OUR PRICE
3-ROD SET

£719.99

rrp £799.99

OUR PRICE
4-ROD SET

FOX R-SERIES 
1-MAN XL BIVVIES

The R-Series 1-man XL bivvies 
are ideal for the angler wanting 
additional space and head room 
created by the extra high frame.

£246.99
OUR PRICE
KHAKI

£200.00
OUR PRICE
CAMO

FOX EOS 1-MAN BIVVY

The EOS 1-man bivvy is the 
ideal starter bivvy for the 
beginner, or those with a 
restricted budget, offering 
great value for money.
Features include:-
• 8000mm hydrostatic head fabric
• Two-rib, pram-hood design featuring a 

generous peak for extra protection
• Two-way letter box style door with integrated 

mesh insert plus PVC and solid panel options
• Front can be rolled back to create an open 

fronted shelter
• Lightweight groundsheet and heavy duty pegs
• Supplied in a zipped carry bag

£148.99

rrp £164.99

OUR PRICE

£629.99

rrp £699.99

OUR PRICE
BIVVY

Pioneer DPM Camo 100 
1-Man Bivvy System

SONIK GIZMO 3-ROD 
REMOTE ALARM SET 

& BIVVY LIGHT

£249.99
OUR PRICE

NASH TACKLE SLEEP SYSTEM

£199.99

rrp £219.99

OUR PRICE
STANDARD

£229.99

rrp £252.99

OUR PRICE
WIDE

This Sleep System is a blockbuster 
for comfort and value, utilising Nash’s 
expertise from producing the carp world’s 
most successful bed systems - the 
Indulgence range.

DELKIM RX-D DIGITAL 
REMOTE RECEIVER
The Rx-D Digital Remote 
Receiver is the bespoke partner 
for the new Txi-D alarms and 
includes improved features over 
the original Rxi model.

£149.99
OUR PRICE

DELKIM TXI-D 
DIGITAL BITE 

ALARMS

£134.99
OUR PRICE

LEDs available in:-
Blue, Green, Purple, 
Red, White or Yellow

DIGITAL

REMOTE

RECEIVER

ALSO

AVAILABLE

NASH TACKLE 
MF60 INDULGENCE 
5 SEASON SLEEP 

SYSTEMS

£474.99

rrp £522.99

OUR PRICE
SS4

£499.99

rrp £549.99

OUR PRICE
SS4 WIDE

£449.99

rrp £494.99

OUR PRICE
SS3

£474.99

rrp £522.99

OUR PRICE
SS3 WIDE

Nash set the standard in luxury 
and comfort with their legendary 
Indulgence beds, but now they’ve 
raised the bar even 
higher, with their all 
season MF60 sleep 
systems. NEW

£799.99
OUR PRICE

Pioneer 150 1-Man 
Bivvy System

AQUA BIVVIES

£143.99

rrp £159.99

OUR PRICE
WRAP

Pioneer DPM Camo 100
1-Man Bivvy System Wrap

NASH TACKLE
BUSHWHACKER 15M 

BAITING POLE SYSTEM
Next level accuracy and reach 
for stealth positioning of rigs in 
areas inaccessible to even the 
sharpest casting.

NASH TACKLE SIREN S5 
DIGITAL BITE ALARM

£19.99
OUR PRICE

BLUE, GREEN, 
RED, WHITE

WYCHWOOD 
TACTICAL SLING MAT

£59.99
OUR PRICE

£149.99

rrp £164.99

OUR PRICE

WYCHWOOD TACTICAL 
1-MAN BIVVY & WRAP

£249.99
OUR PRICE

£119.99
OUR PRICE

The Tactical 1-Man Bivvy is a 3-rib shelter, 
designed to offer comfort and protection all 
year round. The unique shape allows for a good 
footprint without compromising on height.

Turn the Tactical 1-Man 
Bivvy into a true ‘home 

from home’.

Tactical 1-Man 
Bivvy Overwrap

THINKING ANGLERS 
CAMFLECK LUGGAGE

We have a large selection of this luggage 
visit poingdestres.co.uk for full range

£13.99
OUR PRICE
REEL POUCH  

£17.99
OUR PRICE
ROD SLEEVE

£79.99
OUR PRICE
RUCKSACK

£32.99
OUR PRICE
COOL BAG

CAMFLECK 
REEL POUCH

CAMFLECK SINGLE 
ROD SLEEVE

CAMFLECK 
RUCKSACK

CAMFLECK 
COOL BAG

ESP CAMO LUGGAGE
40ltr Camo 
Rucksack

Camo Tackle 
Cases

Camo 
3-Rod 
Quiver
&
Sleeve

£49.95
OUR PRICE
40LTR RUCK

£39.95
OUR PRICE
QUIVER

£12.95
OUR PRICE
SMALL/LARGE

/£15.95

AQUA PRODUCTS 
DPM LUGGAGE

Roving 
Rucksack

£119.99
OUR PRICE

£84.99
OUR PRICE

Small Carryall

Deluxe Roving 
Rucksack

£159.99
OUR PRICE
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Exclusive

Russ’ Diary Entry 2 
August 2021 edition by Russell Webb

Exclusive
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Russ’ Diary Entry 2 Exclusive

A
fter a few weeks’ 
break on Bluebell’s 
Kingfisher Lake to 
let the fish do their 
s p a w n i n g ,  I 
decided to make 

the trip back to Peterborough.  
Knowing that the weather was 

going to be a scorcher, I had a couple 
of ideas of where I wanted to try and 
get in –  it looked ideal for the edges 
and margin swims. Therefore, on 
arrival I had a good walk round and 
spotted some fish in one of the swims 
I had earmarked in my head prior to 
arriving. 

I found a spot about 5ft in depth, 
which was a lovely clear spot in 
between a bit of weed, and it was 
right next to an overhanging tree 
where the fish looked like they would 
use that route to get in and out. 

Additionally, I found another clean 
gravel spot under a tree to my left 
margin that I could just walk it in and 
hand place it. 

I got the rigs in place and within an 
hour my right-hand rod was bent 
round, as I was fishing tight because 
of the snags that side. After a little 

battle the fish was in the net, and it 
was a small common roughly weigh-
ing in at 19lb. 

I got the rod back out again and 
straight in the hole between the 
weed, and the same thing happened 
again: about an hour later the rod flew 
round and this time a little mirror 
about the same size was in the net. 

It’s great to catch fish but it’s not 
what I’m after the small ones. There-
fore, I decided to go have a look round 
the snags to see if I could see any of 
the big girls in there – there certainly 
were a couple of weeks prior. 

On inspection, all I could see where 
a few small males sat in the snags, 
but with little else to move to I got the 
rod back out and decided to sit it out 
for the night.  

Through the night was quiet but 
what I did notice was there were a lot 
of big fish in the middle, rolling in 
front of a couple of pegs, so I decided 
to try get in them, but the guys were 
staying on – I didn’t have any other 
choice but to go back and hope that 
something big would turn up. 

The day passed with no action but 
in the morning the right-hand rod 

wiped round which resulted in a little 
Common of 26lb. Again, not what I 
was there for but with fishing you 
always learn something to take into 
your next session and seeing those 
bigguns in the middle I had a plan to 
go back with. 

I returned and I decided to head 
straight for the peg I saw the fish 
rolling in last time, as I had a feeling 
the fish had been so pressured round 
the edges that they might have gone 
and sat in the middle, 

The spots out there had been dirty 
with horrible smelling silt so I was-
n’t going to even try fish on the bot-
tom – and from my last session I could 
tell they looked like they was staying 
up in the layers, and I knew if I fished 
high zigs there would be a chance, so 
managed to get the swim I wanted for 
a couple of nights the first morning. 

I had a few fish show, but there 
were more to my left. But I managed 
a little common on a zig, then the next 
morning, like clockwork, the left-hand 
rod gave me a single bleep but I was 
straight on the rod as could see the 
bobbin twitch again so I hit In to it 
and what a great fight! 

Baby Nemo 35lb 8oz.
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Russ’ Diary Entry 2Exclusive

Par.
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Russ’ Diary Entry 2Exclusive

You have to take your time with 
light line and with a size 10 hook, 
after a long, slow plodding battle it 
finally went in the net. A mint com-
mon called baby Nemo at 35.8; I was 
made up with that as new the plan 
had worked, 

But one thing I had noticed was 
that there was a group of fish to my 
left a lot of the time, so I kept that in 
mind for next time. 

During the week before getting 
back onto Kingy, I dropped on to Out-
law Pro Syndicate Lake to save the 
drive home from work and to see if I 
could catch a few of the beauties that 
resided in the lake. Getting to the lake 
late evening, I set up for the night, 
spodding a bit of bait over an area, 
with my mix consisting of Krilla 
Krush, corn and mixed Outlaw Pro 
pellet. I then placing all 3 rods with 
solid PVA bags filled with the same 
spod mix on the spot, landing 10 
small carp all the way through the 
night. The morning brought better 
rewards, with two stunning originals 
mirrors weighing in at 30lb 8oz and 
28lb. Once all pictures were done and 
the carp were safely released back to 
the lake, it was back off to work. 

So, returning again for another cou-
ple of nights on Bluebell king, I yet 

again arrived to a busy lake. It was 
another scorcher, so most anglers had 
gone in the marginal swims, which 
left me with the swim I was in last 
time or the one to the left, 

With what I had planned mind, and 
the weather getting warm and the 
swim to the left being closer to a snag 
the fish liked to go in and out of, I 
decided to put my bucket in the left 
swim where I had seen a lot of good 
fish holding up previously. 

 I went on a few laps round the lake 
to get a feel for the lake and make 
sure there wasn’t any other options 
available – and there wasn’t – and for 
some reason it just felt right that 
morning, so got my gear round, and 
started to prep all the zigs ready for 
the night. However, whilst I was 
doing that, I decided to put some 
expander pellet in – only short range 
just to see if they were up for a floater 
– and as I went back to keep on prep-
ping the zigs I saw a few fish taking, 

So right off the bat, I turned all my 
attention to them, and got the floater 
rod ready, put some more expander 
pellet out, and sat quietly just feeding 
every now and then. 

There were some really big fish tak-
ing now, so I threw my floater way 
over the fish and slowly reeled it back 

to the area they was taking, with a 
few more expander pellets around the 
hook bait the wait was on. 

I was looking for those lips to nail 
my expander, and they were having it 
now and this great big common came 
round and absolutely nailed my pel-
let, the lake erupted, and this fish 
went off like a steam train, straight 
out then it was heading to my right 
where there’s a load of trees so I 
quickly jumped in my waders with 
my spool  st i l l  spinning –  I  just 
couldn’t stop this fish! 

Finally it went in a weed bed and I 
managed to get some line on it with 
the fish slowly coming back towards 
me. I didn’t know what it was going 
to do next, and with light line and 
small hooks the playing has to be 
gentle, 

After a long battle I could finally 
see the floater but the fish was stay-
ing deep just plodding about, but the 
first time it came up to the surface I 
got it straight in the net – wow what 
a sight. 

This common was massive, I had a 
good look in the net after I composed 
myself a bit, and it was a fish called 
the fighting machine. What a carp! 
And you can tell why they call it that, 
what a great start to the session as I 

Par.
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48lb 6oz.
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41lb 4oz.

had only been there a hour, so after 
weighing the fish it went 48.6 and 
doing all the pics and sharing the 
moment with some of the lads, I put 
some more expanders out and could-
n’t believe it the fish where straight 
on them, 

I got all rigs up again and the fish 
where proper on them and then. 
bang, another fish on this one. And it 
tried doing the same, and it went out 
to the right but I managed to turn it 
and after another great fight on light 
gear it was in the net, 

I could not believe it as I look in the 
net, another big common and only 30 
minutes after the first one. 

I got the fish out and it weighed 
41.4 a fish called Birchy’s Common; 
what a fish and a great morning’s 
fishing.  n
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ESTABLISHED 1970

WIN A HOLIDAY FOR TWO
Our good friends Steve and Sandy  
Bond have put up a fantastic competition prize 

in Big Carp to celebrate Big Carp’s 
250th issue. Here’s your chance to 

win a Holiday for two including 
food at Lake Bossard.

And it could not be simpler to enter… All, you have 
to do is go to the BOSSARD Facebook page… 
1 You must like the Bossard page. 
2 You must like and share this competition. 
3 And just write “Done”  

in the comments.

Closing date is 
1st December 
2021.

Good luck!
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Chalk Balling 
By Russell Crisci

Exclusive

T
his week, I decided to 
have a 48 hour session 
on a local club water. 
The weather looked 
prime for it too. Know-
ing a big low pressure 

system was forecast with strong gale 
force with South westerlies accompa-
nying it. 

The lake itself is a chalk/clay pit  
around 30 acres in size, has a good 
stock of big fish these days and is 
very pressured due to this. It has 
depths down to 30 feet plus in places 
and is like a bowl. I have fished the 
water before on and off since I was at 
school, catching lots of round pale 
carp that we lovingly named chalk 
balls. Over the years the lake has 
matured well and so have the stock 
and coloured up nicely due to the 
weed growth etc. I have seen things 
change a lot over the years. We now 
have a lot of anglers and a lot of 
bream present, and the fishing has 
become steadily tougher over that 
time. I arrived early on Friday morn-
ing, it was a work party weekend so 
we could fish on Friday but had to 
work the days over the weekend, fish-
ing the nights only. I decided to have 
a walk round the complex doing my 
bailiff’s duties, in making sure every-
one knew the score with the only 
allowed to fish if you are working rule, 
but not before dropping my gear into 
a swim i knew they were sure to turn 
up in given the weather change. As I 

was  just  f in ish ing my rounds. I 
received a call from my mate Big 
Mike to inform me The f ish had 
started to appear and show big time 
on the wind and looked to be heading 
to the area I had secured, so I’d best 
get a move on or he will poach me up! 
( carp fishings ruthless these days) 

Then, I grabbed a Red Bull out the 
van on the way back, as I knew my 
mate Brownie was joining me and 
was in charge of the work party and 
would have us all knocking our nuts 
out all weekend. I took the rods and 
made my way to the swim to be 
greeted to see the wind lapping into 
the area - wind was also increasing in 
strength and the rain was imminent. 

The fish then started to show close in, 
although they were here in numbers, 
I knew from previous experience they 
can move off just as quickly as they 
come. I managed to sneak a small bit 
of bait in here prior to my session. I 
used just a bit of broken Complex T 
boilies and a little frenzied hemp, i 
knew I’d have a good chance of a 
quick bite if I was stealthy in getting 
the rods out, so I opted for a single 
hook bait on the marginal shelf with a 
small lead to keep disturbance down. 
I refrained for a while, but after being 
nagged by Mike to put zigs out on the 
other rods, I did just that and sat back 
and put the kettle on. Here, I knew it 
was game on for a bite! 

A few hours later, the showing had 
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eased right off, just as I suspected. 
Although going well out to my left 
and out of the way the other lines had 
spooked the fish somewhat. Just sit-
ting there thinking I had made a big 
mistake putting the two other Zig 
rods out ,the marginal rod sprung into 
life,tip bent round and was taking line 
off a fairly tight clutch! Mike and a 
few others looking on, I knew I was 
attached to a decent fish, time after 
time it went on a good run using the 
deep water to run me ragged! The 
freefall tubing saved me a few times 
with the branches of the marginal 
Bushes however, Mike scooped the 
fish in the net like a pro. 

I left her in the net for 10 minutes 
for us both to recover due to the fact 
that I needed to warm up as I was out 
on a spit playing her in the wind and 
the rain and I was now frozen and 
drenched to the bone. We set about 
the ritual of weighing and pho-
tographing the fish, and as always, it 
is good to have a few pairs of hands to 
help out. Consequently, we noticed 
the mirror carp’s tail and pecs were 
huge and I could then see why I’d 
been given the runaround in the deep 
water. 

Safely returned, I quickly set up a 
brolly for the night, but the night 
passed uneventfully as per usual the 
fish had moved on and the showing 
h a d  d r i e d  u p , t h a t  n i g h t  w a s 
extremely quiet. I was still buzzing 
and excited as we reeled in for a day’s 
graft, getting lots done and finishing 
the day off with a big social bbq. 

That night I was so tired I just 
chucked the rods out in hope and got 

some sleep if i’m honest. The two 
bream captured that night were 
called a few choice words, dragging 
me from my nice warm sleeping bag 
and before I knew it, it was time to 
get wrapped up and get working 
again. I felt very fortunate to be able 
to catch a decent fish on my first 
night on the water this year and I just 
might go back for another trip or two 
later on in the year.  n
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 Oak Lakes Fisheries 
www.oaklakesfisheries.co.uk 

Lake Prices  
Day ticket lake  

(Oak Lake) – £10 a day and 

£20 for 24 hours. 

Predator Lake – Prices are 

the same as the day ticket 

lake for pike during the winter  

– £20 a day and £30 for 24 

hours for catfish in the 

summer.  

Match Lake - £6 for one rod 

and £10 for two rods. 

Less than two weeks to go until the 
annual charity match, we host on Oak 
Lake with some ex Royal Engineers 
officers and the charity once again 

chosen this year being Blind Veterans UK. 
Let’s smash last year’s total 

which was in excess of £3,500. 
Oak Lake closed for the match  

Friday 10th to Sunday 12th September 
(re-opens 10.00am on 12th).  

Please dig deep and donate generously. 
See this on Facebook for the latest details 

facebook.com/OakLakeFisheries

Just a selection of some of Oak Lakes cracking carp



NEW BOOKS 
www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk/online-shop.html 

NEW AND OLD BOOKS: 
 www.ebay.co.uk/usr/rarecarpbooksunlimited

Totally safe and virus free – there’s  
nothing quite like reading a good book  
to free your mind from all this anxiety.  

BAG YOURSELF A 
SUMMER SIZZLER

Order one of our bestsellers 
and chill out with a great read.
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The Syndicate 
Session 
Part 3 by Mark and Emma Rose

Exclusive

T
he plan after our last 
trip to ‘Old Mill Reser-
voir ’  in  September 
2020, was to concen-
t r a t e  o n  a  W i n t e r 
ticket closer to home. 

The only reason I tend to look for a 
Winter venue closer to home is that I 
genuinely believe that by being in 
touch with your venue and to keep 
visiting, even if not fishing, increases 
your chances of success. However, 
little did we know (as you all would 
have been a ected in a multiple of 
di erent ways), was that Boris was 
about to scupper those plans with yet 
another lock down preventing any 
form of Fishing. 

Finally, with lockdown relaxed a lit-
tle and day fishing only allowed 
locally, I was chomping at the bit to 
get under the Brolly for a few nights, 
which sadly wasn’t to be until early 
April for us. 

After arriving at our Syndicate, we 
did our usual lap around the lake, 
looking for signs of fish, but unfortu-
nately due to a bitterly cold Easterly 
wind the Carp certainly weren’t mak-
ing l i fe easy and showing their 
whereabouts. 

We decided  with the forecast 
being very hit and miss, to settle in 
two swims located in the deeper part 
of the lake, known as ‘Hawthorne’ and 
‘Treetops’ .  This  gave us a  vast 
amount of water with depths as little 
as 6ft right up to 27ft. 

As we headed down the dreaded 
mini ‘Kilamanjaro’, the heavens 
decided to open and grace us with 
the dreaded white stu ! 

Half an hour later and with the 
ascent even more treacherous than 
normal, we finally started to get set 
up. With a quick lead around we man-
aged to find a lovely marginal shelf 
that would be great for the sunnier 
days and with a marker float quickly 
popped on, to check the depths, we 
sat back to have some much needed 
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food. On longer sessions, of more than 
48 hours, I always like to sit back and 
watch the water before crashing rods 
out into the midst of possible feeding 
fish. So it was not until late afternoon, 
with the light levels fading fast, before 
we finally got the rods out on our cho-
sen spots. 

We both fished similar tactics with 
me deciding on a DNA Baits S7 Pink 
Half Tones on one rod and an S7 EVO 
Boosted Bait on the other. Emma 
opted for a DNA Baits S7 EVO on one 
and The Bug White Half Tones on her 
second, with both of us utilising a 
small Castaway PVA Mesh Bag of 
matching freebies. 

Knowing the water was still freez-
ing cold to the touch, due to the depth 
and knowing the fish were still in 
their winter slumber, we didn’t want 
to over-do the feed and limit our 
chances, so a small mouthful would 
su ce. By 7pm and not a single sign or 
beep, frost was already starting to 
form. So, with a lovely hot chocolate 
in hand, we sat quietly staring out 
into the dark abyss, listening for those 
all so vital signs. 

After a very quiet night I was up as 
always just before first light to watch 
the morning aurora paint the sky. It’s 
not only one of the most magical 
times of the day, but an opportunity to 
see nature at its best, as well as a time 
for spotting those important little 
signs that may give away the Carp’s 
whereabouts. 

After breakfast, we decided that 
we’d give it till half eleven before 
pulling in the rods and taking a wan-
der to the shallows of the lake, to see 
if any Carp were mooching down 
there, especially as the sun was 
already very warm out of the cold 
wind. 

The Carp really were playing hard 
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to get as yet again the walk turned 
out to be fruitless, so with that in 
mind we returned to our swims and 
put the rods back out on the spots. 

Late afternoon and with some 
lovely chilli nachos on the go in the 
Ridgemonkey, the weather yet again 
decided to throw its worst at us, with 
a massive hailstorm. Trust me when I 
say, these things were the size of golf 
balls and hurt! 

15 minutes later and with the bank 
looking like a scene from a ‘Winter 
Wonderland’, we couldn’t believe 
how much the temperature had 
dropped in such a short space of time. 

The night passed again, unevent-
fully, with yet another heavy frost. By 
midday the sun was yet again high in 
the sky kicking out some intense 
heat. However, the cold Easterly wind 
was making it feel more like we were 
in the Arctic, and certainly not Devon. 

With a similar plan in mind as the 
day before, we went in search of the 
alluring, majestic residents to which 
the lake holds and relieved, found 
three or four basking in the sun, in the 
weed by the Dam Wall. These fish 
were so vigilant and even though we 
kept low and as quiet as we could, 
spooked immediately. 

The rest of the day passed by with-
out a single indication and with only a 
few days left, it felt inevitable that my 
first blank on this water was on the 
cards. 

By first light and yet again every-
thing covered in frost, the mist was 
just start ing to fade, from what 
seemed like ‘Groundhog Day’ from 
the previous mornings. 

Mid-morning, before heading down 
to the car to replenish supplies, we 
pulled the rods in and put a pouchful 
of freebies over all four spots, covered 
in matching Hydro Syrups, so as to 
get some flavour going through the 
water column. 

That afternoon whilst enjoying a 
co ee, my left hand margin rod swiftly 
burst into life. I was immediately 
thrown into a tussle, with this fish 
doing everything in its power to find 
sanctuary in the marginal snags. 
Eventually I finally slipped a lovely 
18lb Mirror over the net cord. Not a 
monster, but had I worked for this 
fish! Yet again the ever faithful DNA 
S7 doing the trick with a Salt Cured 
Evo Bait doing the business. 

With the rod back on the spot and 
the pressure o  for me, I sat back with 
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renewed confidence and hopeful of a 
couple more in the final 48 hours, 
especially as Emma had received a 
few liners during the day. 

Before the fish, we had been think-
ing of a move to another part of the 
lake, but with the only signs being 
this end and now having landed one 
we decided to see the rest of the trip 
out, unless something told us other-
wise. 

The next morning, we were met, 
with yet again Mother Nature throw-
ing its worst at us. After torrential 
rainfall all day, when it did finally start 
to recede, the temperature had 
already started plummeting and by 
late evening the frost was already 
covering our gear. Another Baltic 
night was definitely on the cards 
especially with everything being wet 
from the earlier storm. 

With the final night being unevent-
ful, we began to pack up some of the 
gear with the aim of being away by 
midday for the long drive home. With 
how hard it had fished and with the 
ever changing weather not helping at 

all, our mindsets were already telling 
us our chances of  anymore had 
passed. With still feeling the cold and 
running a little later than planned, due 
to the copious amounts of co ee 
drinking. I was stunned to the point of 
even having to do a double take, 
when my left hand rod on the same 
spot as the previous fish was away 
again. 

This fish certainly used all of its 
power, but luckily for me, rather than 
heading to the snags it went straight 
out to the deeper part of the water, 
using all the depth to its advantage. 
Eventually I gained the upper hand 
and with the Carp now safely in the 
net, I was to say the least relieved. 
Another stunning ‘Old Mill’ Mirror 
weighing 17lb 8oz was my prize. 

The  t r ip  cer ta in ly  tested  our 
patience and with the unpredictable 
weather throwing everything in its 
power at us it was never going to be 
easy. 

The fish were undoubtedly still 
showing signs of being in their winter 
dormant state, despite being well into 

ear ly  Spr ing   and  th is  l as t  fish 
definitely proved it, by not only being 
covered in leeches, but also going 
straight down to the bottom and 
almost back into hibernation mode. 

For me it’s not always about the 
size of fish, it’s the e ort you put in to 
catch them. I really had to work for 
both captures, even though at times I 
was sat watching the water, morning 
and night freezing myself to death 
when others would have been tucked 
up in their sleeping bags. I’ll take 
that. Hard work and perseverance, 
once again reaped reward. 

It certainly was a memorable trip, 
not necessarily for the right reasons, 
but one that makes you want to go 
back and avenge the lack of captures. 
In fairness though, with three trips 
under my belt and having not blanked 
as yet, this lake has certainly been 
kind to me. Not that Emma would 
agree. 

Until next time ‘Tight Lines’ and 
just enjoy fishing for what fishing 
should be. Thanks for reading, Mark 
and Emma Rose.  n
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By Matt Berale

Exclusive
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D
uring my first year 
on the Quarry, I did 
a fair bit of time dot-
t i n g  a b o u t  a n d 
always seemed to 
b e  a  f e w  s t e p s 

behind the carp, and the anglers 
catching them. Stewart Spencer, the 
new owner has a vision which has 
resulted in him removing over 100 
carp since purchasing the place. His 
aim is to nurture the existing stock 
and complement them with some 
hand-selected strains. Pushing the 
Quarry into the future and offering 
some of the best carp angling in 
Essex to it’s members.  

As always, location is everything 
on any lake but on a 25 acre pit with 
a newly reduced stock, it was abso-
lutely key.  The Quarry carp are 
extremely nomadic and move from 
area to area very quickly. I ended that 
first season with a few fish under my 
belt and felt I had learned very little 
about the habits of the lake’s inhabi-
tants. The one thing I had learned is, 
if you are behind the fish it rarely ends 
well for you. So, staying positive and 
striving to get ahead of the game will 
always give you a good chance.  

Moving on to the second season, I 
was really looking forward to the 
spring and just as things were start-
ing to happen, we were hit with 
Covid-19 and the first full lockdown. 
The lake was closed. I was gutted, but 
everyone was in the same boat and 
when restrictions eased, the lake 
(together with the rest of the country) 
was rammed on a regular basis.  

I managed to nick a 27lb Mirror 
within the first week and then shortly 
after, the lake was promptly closed for 
spawning. There was a draw when 
the lake reopened and with a lot of 
anglers making use of the furlough 
scheme, the lake was always reason-
ably busy thereafter. During the 
months that followed it saw a lot of 
bait and pressure. The fishing really 
suffered as a result, and I think the 
same can be said around the country 
for this period in time.  

Coming into the new year I’d man-
aged half a dozen carp to 37lb 2oz in 
the really warm weather – hardly set-
ting the world alight but I concen-
trated on the positives, I was happy to 
have one of the better ones under my 
belt.  

During the spring wake-up time 
this year, the lake and the country in 

general had seen a hell of a lot of rain-
fall. This, coupled with the fact that 
Stewart and his team had done a lot 
of work to the various land drains 
around the lake, had led to the Quarry 
being over 3ft up on the previous 
year! This also brought numerous 
snags into play, a fact that would 
become key for me as the year pro-
gressed.  

During the late winter/early spring 
period I managed to string a few fish 

together on zigs, fishing long and 
tight to the island margins. A few of 
the other members were also doing 
well on zigs and we noticed that the 
same group of fish were getting 
caught at this time. Mainly male, fish 
that were extremely predatory during 
this period, some doing up to 4 cap-
tures in quick succession.  

Moving onto the session in ques-
tion. Disaster struck, with me losing 
three carp in consecutive mornings in 

Geoff Nunn - Hoover 1999.
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the lead up to the week I’d booked off 
work! I had seen two of the lakes A-
Team in a unfavoured area called 
Deep Bay. The previous year the 
snags at the end of this bay were too 
shallow for the larger inhabitants to 
use comfortably. I saw these fish 
hanging around in deep water around 
mid-depth. The area was getting left 
alone at the time and fish were defi-
nitely using the shallower snags at 
the end of bay as it got a lot of sun. I’d 
always see the odd smaller ones 
ghosting in and out of the snags 
when out in the boat.  Upon my 
return, the plan was to fish zigs after 
work for a few nights and work during 
the days in the lead up to my time off 
- hoping I’d get a feel of what they 
were up to. The fish weren’t ready for 
loads of bait at this point, so a cau-
tious approach was called for to start 
with.  

I got down the lake on the Tuesday 
night and dispatched three pieces of 
foam to the area and depth I’d seen 
the carp. They were really active that 
night, moving into the bay from three 
swims up the far bank to my right all 
the way down to Deep Bay! With the 

22lb 8oz.

Deep Bay.



B I G  C A R P  T O P  T E N  
C a r p  F i s h e r i e s

Web: cottingtonlakes.co.uk 
Email: cottingtonlakes@outlook.com 

Tel: 01304 380691

France’s premier runs water 
www.lakefishabil.com 

07810 710 880

B I G  C A R P  T O P  T E N  
French Holiday Destination

Urban Baits Nutcracker 
Session Pack Competition

A massive thumbs up to our great 

friend Terry Dempsey for providing an 

awesome NEW monthly competition 

And it could not be easier to win this fantastic Urban 
Baits Nutcracker Session Pack which contains 5kg 

of 18mm Nutcracker Boillies (RRP £37.50) and a tub 
of Nutcracker Pop-ups (RRP £6.49), perfect for an 

early season session.

To win simply go to the Urban Baits Facebook page 
and ‘LIKE’ it. THAT’S IT! – Terry himself will pick a 

winner at random. 

Closing date is 1st December, 2021 

– SO GET LIKING!
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28lb 4oz.
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amount of activity I’d heard and seen, 
I was really confident something 
would happen. The moon was nearly 
full that night, every time one came 
out, it lit up bright white as the moon-
light reflected off it! I drifted off 
around 11:30pm - full of hope. With 
the water being so high, I had the 
rods set-up out the in water to get the 
angle for my left-hand rod to access 
the zone I’d seen them. at 5:30am that 
particular rod let out a flurry of beeps 
and absolutely hooped round! With 
some serious woodwork to my left, 
the rod was pretty much locked up at 
around 50 yards. I’d figured at that 
range and with the tip at a right angle 
I’d have plenty of stretch and curve to 
buffer any bite. I was wrong! As I got 
my waders on and jumped in the lake 
the tip sprung back!!  As Anglers, we 
all know what’s happened at this 
point, but still hold onto to some 
vague hope that the fish is still on and 
has swum back towards you, - it had-
n’t! To rub salt into the wound it had 
snapped my 15lb hook-link right in 
the middle! I packed up and went to 
work a couple of hours later with the 
right hump, but keen to settle the 

score the next night.  
I returned Wednesday evening just 

before dusk, dispatched my three zigs 
to the same marks, this time triple 
checking them all! The night was a 
carbon copy of the previous with the 
fish doing exactly the same, loads of 
sloshy shows all the way down to me 
in Deep Bay. I’d drifted off listening to 
them enjoying themselves, to be awo-
ken at 6am the next morning to a 
much more zig-like stuttering take on 
the right-hand rod! Waders on, rod 
picked up and fish on! This fish 
started kiting right towards the tim-
ber and the tip pinged back. As you 
can imagine, the language utilised at 
this point isn’t really fit for print! I 
retrieved the rig; the 4oz lead had 
ejected and the hook was still pin 
sharp. When they fall off on zigs I 
often convince myself they were foul-
hooked, as every carp I land using the 
method is nailed. I think; the fact the 
carp is nearly always on the move 
when they take a zig midwater and 
the fact I always use the biggest lead 
I can get away with, leads me back to 
this conclusion. The truth is you’ll 
never know, but it helps me deal with 

it!! So off to work again! As you could 
imagine the state-of-mind at this 
juncture was not the greatest. 

I got back down the lake on the 
Thursday at around 7pm, my mate 
Jim had jumped in Winters Point next 
door and with me being on holiday 
the next day, the plan was to have a 
chinese and a few beverages. Jim 
turned in early (as always) I sat up 
until around the same time as the two 
previous nights. I saw a slightly 
reduced display on this occasion, but 
nonetheless they were still about in 
reasonable numbers and following 
the same route down into the bay. I 
fell asleep expectant of a bite at 
dawn.  I  awoke Fr iday  morning 
around 8am and as I did so I had that 
sinking feeling, that the chance has 
passed!  

Jim had blanked during the night 
too, so he had taken to the boat to see 
what was going on out there. He told 
me the carp were stacked in the 
island snags and they were all on the 
deck! I thought – TYPICAL!! He’d 
scattered some bait on a spot nearby 
and then dispatched two rods to the 
area. By the time I’d dragged myself 

Good times. Rods in the drink.
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28lb 8oz mirror.



Old School Carping 
Volume 2

A bygone age, many would say the 
good old days, a time long ago before 
Facebook, the Internet, or even 
mobile phones!! However did we 
survive? It certainly was a very 
different sort of carp angling to 
today’s high pace, remote control, 
Snapchatting, wannabe blogger’s 
world we find ourselves in.  
 
Our contributors to volume 2 are the 
anglers we aspired to, the heroes of 
that bygone age who were catching 
carp years ago before the hair rig 
when not everyone could catch them 
quite so easily. Bruce Ashby is haulin' 
on Laughing Waters, Leybourne as it 
became known. He and Mike Harris 
were prolific catchers in the sixties, 
with not a boilie or a hair rig in sight. 
Jim Gibbinson was more than a 
legend – a god some would say – 
from an age gone by. Rod 
Hutchinson… well, what can you say 
about this carping genius that has not 
been said before? His fishing and writing have entertained 
us for over a quarter of a century. Ritchie McDonald was 
way ahead of his time, the original pursuer of the largest. 
 
Kevin Maddocks was the man who unlocked the secrets 
of carp fishing to the masses, the angler who made carp 
fishing commercial and astounded us with his catches 40 
years ago and gave the world Carp Fever! Stevie Briggs 
has seen the changes firsthand from his early days in the 
Kent hotbed to globetrotting in search of the biggest it has 
to hold. Also there is a tribute in this book to the late, 
great Vic Gillings from Dick Gaynor. Bill Phillips recalls 
his early days. Richard Skidmore looks back at Redmire, 
and Paul Wilkinson remembers Wormleybury Manor. 
Derek Ritchie reminisces about Essex in the seventies 
when he held the county record. 
 
In this book you will find the anglers, some still well 
known and others perhaps forgotten that were shaping 
our sport thirty or forty years ago… some even longer! 
They were carp anglers from an age of secrecy, of 
originality and invention, carp anglers who were the first 
of their kind to put pen to paper and divulge their 
obsession. 

Our front cover shot is the great 
Bill Quinlan, famous for his 
Redmire catches, whilst the back 
cover is Jack Hilton, a carp angler 
whose tales of old spurred many a 
young man to try his luck for the 
ultimate prize, a fish thought 
virtually uncatchable, the biggest 
and cleverest in the land, the 
mighty king carp… I remember 
so well reading his tales, 
spellbound, almost transported to 
the bank where Sir Jack was on 
his Quest for Carp. 
 
So in this volume, we have many 
new additions to our series. As I 
say, some you will know and 
others you may not, but each had 
his role in moulding today's carp 
scene. Steve Allcott makes a rare  
appearance with his story of a 
Savay record that propelled him 
into stardom in the 80s and made 
him the king of the Colne Valley. 

Rod Hutchinson joins us again, this time with some 
advice on his favourite subject, bait, and some wise words 
on rigs, which still hold true today. Roy Williams talks of 
pioneering France back in the day. Eddie Bates tells a tale 
with a twist. Peter Stone tells the tale of his first big carp. 
Peter Luck and Alan Smith tackle an estate lake. Kris Ford 
looks back to how it was. Paul Hughes gives his 
impressions of Ashlea Pool. Mick Hall catches a monster. 
Mike Starkey has success. Keith Jenkins masters the art of 
blanking. Dave Hyde and Mike Wilson both give us two 
chapters, each on special moments in their long careers. 
Dave Duffy gives us an extract from his diary in the early 
80s, while Andy Wade looks at winter fishing in the same 
era. Brian England catches a holiday thirty. Andy Little 
talks bait together with Terry Dempsey. 
 
Our photo album from the past depicts many old faces 
from an age gone by, an age of mystery and of the 
unknown, an age long gone in today's world of social 
media, YouTube and the Internet… Carp fishing, and in 
some ways life itself, seemed to go at a much slower pace. 
Was it better than today's carp scene? I'll let you read the 
book first and come to your own decision.   

Rob Maylin

PAYPAL ORDERS www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk 
PAY BY CARD – 01252 373658
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out of bed, he had one waiting in the 
net. It was a hot day and by the after-
noon he’d landed five carp to mid-
20s!  

Whilst picturing one of his fish 
behind our swims, I heard a low tone 
Delkim absolutely melting off. It was 
coming from Winters - but Jim uses 
Fox buzzers . . . I’d left my receiver 
there whilst having a brew earlier that 
morning! I went screaming down the 

hill, slung my waders on, jumped in 
the drink and picked up the rod. It 
was still was churning as I picked up 
the rod, a lively fight ensued. I was up 
to my waist in the water, net by my 
side with an angry mid-twenty com-
m o n  n o w  b l o w i n g  w a t e r  a s  i t 
approached the net cord, lovely stuff - 
or so I thought. It was hooked in the 
bottom lip, turned for one last attempt 
at freedom and subsequently fell off!! 

So much for my foul-hook theory 
hey!? I was livid at this point and very 
nearly packed up! Work was pretty 
busy at the time and to be honest, I 
very nearly cancelled my holiday that 
day to go to work the fol lowing 
week!! A few of the boys convinced 
me otherwise. The weather was fore-
casted to be warm and this was the 
last week of the ticket as Stew closes 
the lake for a week of charity events 
and the next ticket starts when they 
finish. Kudos to him and the team for 
a money they raised this year, mega 
effort gents!! 

So, at this point I was very much 
hanging over the precipice of despair, 
I had no further action coming my 
way on the Friday. On the Saturday, I 
was contemplating a move, and 
remembered the shallow gravel slope 
that leads into the snags at the end of 
bay. The Sun was out, they were 
clearly using the area, so I reeled the 
rods in and went up to van to get 
some bait and my extendable rake.  

The Plan was, to go out and clean 
the area directly in the path of the 
entry/exit point I’d been seeing the 
smaller carp using. So basically; I was 
angling for anything at this point, I 
just needed a bite, desperate times 
indeed!!  

Scales like coins.
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Big Lin – Dead Black Scale.
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I boated out to the area and started 
clearing the chod, weed and sticks 
with the rake, dropping it all in a 
snotty pile in the boat. At this time of 
year there was loads of flossy blanket 
weed covering the lakebed, as it had-
n’t really been fed on yet. It didn’t 
take long to get the selected spot 
looking presentable, and as I was 
dragging the rake over the freshly 
exposed gravel, one of the most mem-
orable moments in 30 years of carp 
angling unfolded before my eyes.  

 As I was standing there adjusting 
the outboard to give me some pur-
chase on the rake, six or seven carp 
swam out of the snags and casually 
circled the boat, all tilting to get a 
good look at me! I froze (in hindsight 
a pretty pointless gesture, bearing in 
mind the situation I found myself in). 
These carp were most definitely not 
the smaller fish I’d seen using the 
route I’d noted previously! Two of the 
carp were 40 plus Mirrors, the rest 
being a mix of 30 plus Mirrors and 
Commons! One carp in particular, 
was one of the big girls I’d seen ear-
lier in the week. She had a scale lifted 
on the back-end of her flank, nearing 

her tail making ID’ing her easy. This 
was great news, as I’d naturally 
assumed I’d lost this fish earlier in the 
week (as you do). The fish all had a 
good look around, then swam single 
file through the suspended blanket 
weed and chod back into their home, 
seemingly unbothered by me getting 
caught red-handed.  

I’d prepped some bait to put on the 
spot prior to boating out, being care-
ful not to take too much out with me 
in the boat to avoid over baiting. This 
consisted of a mix of Sticky’s Manilla 
and Bloodworm freezer bait in 12mm. 
Some matching pellet, a few nuts and 
some sweetcorn, maybe a kilo in 
total. With the spot prepped, I shot 
home to sort a few emails, have a 
shower and pick up some supplies.  

I returned 3 hours later, Jim had the 
BBQ on and I had the cold beers! This 
particular spot was accessible with 
the t rusty  Bushwhacker  pole.  I 
shipped 50 meters of pole out and 
waded the additional 10 metres up 
the margin to drop it bang on the 
money. Another benefit of using the 
pole is the size of lead you can get 
away with. A 6oz flat pear, a shortish 

rig and balanced hook bait were 
dropped together with a couple of 
handfuls of bait onto the hard gravel. 
The other two rods being zipped out 
on zigs to the sites of my previous dis-
appointments. The traps were now 
set and primed! I joined Jim next 
door, popped an ice cold can of San 
Miguel and tucked into a kebab.  

No more than 10 minutes and half a 
kebab later and my receiver signalled 
a single beep on the left-hand rod. 
Jim and I looked at each other, eye-
brows raised/mid-chew . . . another 
beep . . . the rod was locked up and 
close to the woodwork, so at this 
point the beer was calmly placed on 
the floor as shuffled off towards the 
rods kebab in hand. I could hear my 
receiver going off behind me as I 
neared the swim. As I got around the 
corner I could see my left-hand rod 
was hooped round towards the dan-
ger zone! I  donned the waders, 
jumped in and grabbed the rod - a 
huge boil erupted over the spot. 
Whatever I’d hooked came back 
towards me relatively easily. Jim was 
standing behind me at this point; I 
exclaimed “it’s a bird” it hit the sur-

Big Lin returner.
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face again, it clearly wasn’t a bird! 
The fish then kited away from danger 
into the deep water in front of the 
swim. Thankfully the fight was short 
and uneventful as this was probably 
all my nerves could handle at the 
time! Jim chucked the net out over 
my shoulder and after a couple of 
unconvincing lunges in front of us, a 
big mirror sailed over the cord! YES!! 
I knew what fish it was as it went in 
the net, chunky half linear scaling, a 
single black dying scale was flapping 
off one side of it’s flank - the Lake’s 
biggest Mirror was mine!! 

We just about had the light remain-
ing for Jim to take some pukka stills. 

When the drama had died down, I 
repositioned the rod and gave it a 
hefty scoop of bait. The rest of the 
night and the next morning passed 
without event. I had a feeling I may 
have stumbled over a decent zone. 
With the weather for the forthcoming 
week looking favourable I woke up 
hoping for more chances in the com-
ing days.  

During the following day, Jim had 
to be off. As he was packing down his 
kit down, another pal Rob sauntered 
down the hill to claim Winters for a lit-
tle springtime two nighter. I had a 
couple of bits to do in the afternoon so 
repeated the process in my swim. I 
slid out in the boat, scattered the 
same amount of mix on the spot and 
shot home leaving Rob to get himself 

sorted. 
When I got back, Rob was happy as 

Larry as the carp had turned back up 
in the area. He’d baited a couple of 
spots, and as we were chatting his 
right-hand rod signalled a bite! He 
landed one of the lake’s smaller Mir-
rors and with the fish safely tucked 
up, he went about getting his rod 
back out there before he lost the light.  

Knowing that if they were on my 
bait at this point, I probably didn’t 
have enough bait to keep them there 
for too much longer. I went about 
shipping the pole back out. With next 

to no wind at the time, it went out like 
a dream! It was around 8pm by now 
and with the other two out on zigs we 
settled down and ordered another 
chinese! Tough gig hey!? 

20 minutes had passed, and my 
left-hander went ballistic, waders on 
and I launched in the lake. This fish 
instantly came away from the snags 
and kited left towards a submerged 
treeline between me and it. I eased off 
in the hope it would slow and maybe 
turn out into the lake. The fish did 
exactly what I’d hoped it would do - 
it’s uncanny how many times this 

Rob helping with shots.

Skin that tells a few stories.
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22lb 8oz fully.
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works! My luck was in, after another 5 
minutes a lovely low 20 Mirror was in 
the net.  

I was getting super confident by 
this point. I unhooked the fish and got 
the rig back on the spot in double 
quick time, hoping to milk another 
bite before they left the area for the 
night. With the rods back out, I done 
some pics for Rob and he returned the 
favour. Shortly after this, Rob’s island 
rod was away again and as he was 
playing his, my left hander burst into 
life! Mine had gave no quarter on the 
snags. I could feel it rubbing on the 
timber but with persistent pressure 
I’d managed to get it clear. It then 
shot left with such power and pace I 
couldn’t keep up with it! It made the 
trees down to my left and subse-
quently went solid. I took the waders 
off, put the lifejacket on and jumped in 
the boat. The fish was only 20 yards 
around the corner so I pulled myself 
round to see if I could get it moving. 
I’m not going to lie here; I had visions 
of a 40lb Common sitting there in the 
branches, popping out and calmly 
skating into the waiting net. What 
actually happened - was a an 18lb 

stockie, wrapping itself around just 
about everything near it and then 
going banzai when I got near him. 
Anyone who has played a fish from a 
boat with a 13ft rod that’s snagged in 
a tree will know, it‘s a massive pain in 
the A**E! Eventually, after painstak-
ingly unpicking the line from all the 
foliage, I got him free and netted the 
offender.  

Rob’s was of similar size, but we 
were both pretty happy that we’d had 
four carp between us in a matter of 
hours during the evening spell, with 
the morning to yet come. . . . 

I was conscious I’d made a fair bit 
of disturbance, so baited from the 
boat and left the rig out of the water 
for the remainder of the night. The 
plan being, to ship it out silently with 
the pole early the next morning.  

I needn’t have set the alarm, as the 
right-hand rod fished on a zig at 7ft in 
9ft of water pulled up tight. As I got to 
the rod it had just started to take line. 
A respectable fight followed, with the 
fish boring deep into the blanket 
weed. I didn’t give it any quarter and 
after 5 minutes a chunky, apple sliced 
scaled Mirror passed over the net 

cord.  
With the fish safely in the net, I bit 

the zig off, attached a fresh link and 
sent it back out to the zone. I also took 
the opportunity to ship the left-hand 
rod back out to the mark on the snag-
line. I got the kettle on, had a coffee 
and prepped the camera kit. It was a 
beautiful dawn that day and I sat 
there drinking it all in for a while 
before going to wake Rob. We had 
another brew waiting for the light to 
improve and then sorted some stills of 
my prize.  

The rest of that day passed without 
event, we both prepped our spots dur-
ing the afternoon in the hope we’d 
have another chance of some dusk 
bites. I’d popped home to get some 
supplies and have a shower in the 
afternoon, returning around 6pm. I 
shipped the pole out, it was lovely 
and calm and still reasonably warm at 
that point, it went out perfectly! I was 
stood chatting with Rob an hour or so 
later when the left-hand rod signalled 
a bite - the rod hooped round as the 
fish tried to make the sanctuary of the 
snags. I picked the rod up and applied 
firm pressure, the fish came away 
from the snags and started to slowly 
kite left! After the stockie fiasco the 
previous night, I’d put a prodding 
stick on the corner of the snags to 
assist if it reoccurred. I eased off and 
applied some gentle pressure pulling 
the fish towards the snags. This time 
it worked a treat and the carp swam 
slowly out and away from danger. By 
this time Rob had his waders on and 
was next to me with the net. The fish 
was tiring but boring down under the 
tip, its strength was fading at this 
point and the battle was being won. 
As the fish popped up in front of us I 
couldn’t quite believe what I was see-
ing! It made one last turn, but the 
game was up. As it passed over the 
cord. I grabbed Rob’s shoulder and 
excitedly blurted out; “That’s The 
Hoover bruv!”  

We both peered in the net in awe, 
sharing the buzz and taking it all in. 
With the light fading we knew we’d 
have to get a move on to get some 
decent stills before we lost it. 

This fish is at the very top of the 
‘most wanted’ list for many of the 
members, myself included. It’s an old 
Marconi’s fish that resided in Pit 2 
down the road. The majority of the 
original Quarry stock came from there 
and the other two lakes around it. The 

Big Lin second time.
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l ikes of  Ray, Jagger, Lee’s Fish, 
Bournville, Radish were all moved 
over when the syndicate was started. 
There are a couple of smaller males 
left in the lake today, but this old bat-
tler is the coolest carp in the pond, in 
my opinion at least. It’s been caught 
by a lot of friends over the years, not 
to mention some really high-profile 
anglers.    

My old mate Geoff Nunn caught a 
lot of carp out of the Quarry during 
the 90’s and early 00’s, he’d had this 
carp around 1999 at 23lb and after 
some pestering, he got up in his loft 
and dug me out some pics of him 
holding Hoover. We think The Hoover 
is nearing 50 years old and is still 
going strong. It’s skin was rough with 
deep gouges, scars and pimples all 
over it. A real Essex relic. He’s a solid 
carp, his weight rarely fluctuates and 
was overall was irrelevant to me. We 
gave him a quick weigh for fishery 
records and at 31lb 8oz he’s still a big 
carp in my eyes. Rob and Cottee done 

me proud with some epic shots 
which have really encapsulated what 
an amazing creature this carp is - 
cheers boys!  

With the pics done and carp safely 
returned, Rob and I sat up for hours 
chatting whilst enjoying a few cele-
bratory beverages.  

I had shipped the rod back out in 
my elated state that evening and 
wasn’t convinced that I’d done a 
good enough job. I woke, bleary eyed 
around 8am the next morning. Noth-
ing had occurred, a strong coffee was 
definitely required. As I enjoyed my 
coffee a fish rolled off the snag line. It 
was clearly on the bait and doubt 
started creeping in that I was pre-
sented well enough to get a bite.  

I waited it out whilst having that all 
too familiar internal battle with 
myself. At just after 9am I bit the bul-
let and reeled it in! The rig looked ok 
but there was a little kink in the 3” of 
material nearest the lead. I steamed it 
straight, buffed the hook point and 

stealthily shipped it back out, along 
with a little sprinkling of 12mm’ers, 
crumb and crushed nuts in the scoop.    

It turned out to be a good move, as 
half hour later I was away! A slow and 
powerful fight ensued, it passed with-
out any major dramas, and another 
Quarry gem passed over the net cord. 
It was a fish called Flip, regrettably 
was a repeat capture for me, but I’d 
caught it post spawning the previous 
year and she was looking a hell of a 
lot better now. She weighed in at 32lb 
8oz and due to the crystal-clear water 
was lovely and dark. 

The sun was now at full intensity, 
the weather was really warm as we 
got to the very end of April. I had 
three nights and two mornings 
remaining to hopefully nick a few 
more. As you could imagine, I was 
beginning to dream of another real 
special one. The lake’s big Common, 
Cassius, was well due at this point 
along with a fair few of the other A-
Team members. I was now expecting 

Flop 32lb 8oz.
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Hoover.
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bites, which is always one of the 
coolest places to be mentally when 
angling. As previously mentioned, I 
had to be off the lake around 8am on 
29th April to make way for a busy 
week of charity events so I was mega 
keen to make all the available bite 
times count. Looking back on the 
bites I’d had so far, these were dusk 
and dawn.  

I’d got all the rods sorted by mid-
afternoon that day, Rob had vacated 
Winters and another member Steve, 
had dropped in behind him. We had a 
couple of brews and chatted that 
evening. By this point I was starting 
to feel it and turned in early doors. I 
woke up early, the rods sat static out 
on the lake and dawn turned into 
morning, as my chances diminished. 
The left-hand rod had gone out 
sweet, so this time I was happy to sit 
and wait it out. The morning ticked 
on, and at around 9:45 the trusty left 
stick power-slammed round and the 
Delk let out a flurry of beeps as the 
rod surged to the left. Waders on, I 
jumped in and grabbed the offending 
rod. The fish came towards me then 
started to kite right, away from dan-

ger, but gathered speed quickly, and 
was then heading towards Steve in 
Winters! It soon ran out of ideas and 
was plodding about in front of me. 
Shortly after the game was up and a 
lovely looking mirror was in my net. 
Steve came over and helped with the 
pics and weighing. The fish was simi-
lar to the Big Lin but a little smaller. 
Jim later told me she was a rare visi-
tor to the bank and her condition 
backed this up - absolutely mint! 

It was a similar story that day, with 
intense sun and very little wind. The 
carp were using the snags during the 
day, so I left them to it. I baited again 
and went home to have a Zoom meet-
ing with a client and sort a few bits 
out. I returned late afternoon to get all 
the rods sorted - upon my return, I’d 
noticed fish sunning themselves all 
over the bay. On closer inspection, 
they were in the snags and on the 
bait! The Bushwhacker was dis-
patched! The other two rods still 
being fished on long zigs, as the fish 
were most definitely in the upper lay-
ers. Going into dusk the left-hander 
went. It was a short and erratic battle 
and as the fish was heading out of the 

bay the hook pulled! I was definitely 
not happy, but I took this on the chin 
and shipped the rod back out into 
position.  

At around 2am the left-hand rod 
went again, the fish doing it’s best to 
evade being landed. It was clear this 
wasn’t a big carp, but once netted, I 
turned my headtorch on to see my 
prize. I was instantly impressed by its 
looks. I slipped her in the retainer and 
went about getting the rod shipped 
back out for the dawn period.  

It went out perfectly, and at 5:30am 
the rod signalled another bite! The 
fight was intense and powerful, I 
instantly knew this was a better fish. 
I’d bullied the fish clear of the snags 
and it then went on two powerful 20 
yard runs into open water. Could this 
be the one I wanted!? After 10 min-
utes of towing me up and down the 
deep marginal shelf in front of me, a 
huge Mirror popped up! I thought; 
that’s not Cassius, but it could be 
Chantelle - a 40 Plus Mirror! As it sur-
faced again my heart sank! It was the 
Big Lin! I couldn’t quite believe my 
eyes, this is a fish that does maybe 3 
bites a year and I’d landed her twice 

Bushwhacker with safety prodding stick. Week of brews.
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in a week! Truth be told, I was abso-
lutely gutted! I unhooked her in the 
net, took a quick pic on my phone and 
flopped her back.  

Jim came down in the morning and 
done the  P ics  o f  the  Mir ror  I ’d 
retained. It was a beautiful 22lb 8oz 
fully scaled. I was over the moon with 
this carp, a real little gem.  

Ironically, the last night passed 
without a bite but I couldn’t com-
plain! I packed up that Friday morn-
ing a happy man.  

I went up to the car park to receive 
a gentle ripple of applause and a few 
pats on the back from all the the guys 
waiting to fish the charity match.  

The Quarry had punished me in the 
lead up to that session, but it came 
good. It’s why I’ve always loved and 
will continue to love the sport – it 
really is the gift that keeps on giving.  

Carp don’t count the nights you’ve 
fished or the effort you put in, but if 
you’re there, in the right place, at the 
right time, sometimes your hopes and 
dreams come true.  

Best of luck to all. Matt   n Luna having a butchers.

B I G  C A R P  T O P  T E N  
Day Ticket Carp Fishery

www.cooleacresfishery.co.uk 
L: 01270 812929 
M: 07747 007669 

e-Mail brian.reilly@live.co.uk 
Like us on Facebook

Our first home-grown 
Coole Acres 30lb common, 

caught 1am, 10th 
February 2020 

(Right in the 50mph teeth 
of storm Ciara!)

Angler: Dave Hogg 
Capture: ‘Oggie’ 30lb

Carpy Humour
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Back on it Ten Years 
Out the Game… 
By Rob Ball

Exclusive

September 2019 

I
 was sat in my house and a 
picture came through on my 
phone of  my dad with  a 
beautiful 40lb mirror he had 
just  caught  in  France.  I 
hadn’t been out fishing for 10 

years as I didn’t like the way the sport 
was going with overcrowded pools, 
etc. But looking at that picture I 
realised how much I missed being on 
the bank. 

So, I decided I was going to start 
back carp angling again. My first ses-
sion would be in the first week in Jan-
uary 2020 which would give me time 
to buy gear plus I knew if I could do 
the winter and see if the passion was 
still there. 

I f  so, things would get better 
through spring and summer and by 
that time I would have a chance to 
find a few mega carp to target after so 
long out and a few messages and 

phone calls later the fire was well and 
truly lit. 

So, with the kit bought it was time 
to recce the waters and find the tar-
get  f ish and f ind a  qual i ty  bait 
LOCAL. 

Christmas came and went and as I 
said I had found my first target water 
which held 30s plus two x 40s one 
hadn’t been out for over 12 months at 
41lb I thought that would do for me 
target one sorted, as time went on, I 
tried to find everything I could about 
the pool. 

Now to the bait .  I  had looked 
around at many companies and asked 
them to send me samples of bait 
which they did but one company 
stood out to me there was just some-
thing different about it. So, I put an 
order in and Chris from Munga Baits 
delivered it personally and after a chat 
and a cuppa tea Chris asked if I would 
like to join his small team as he knew 

me from a back in the day when I was 
a carp consultant for west midlands 
angling centre. 

WOW I couldn’t believe he believed 
in me so much and I hadn’t even cast 
a line in ten years, while talking to 
Chris, he put me on to my second tar-
get water which is only 5 minutes 
away from my house, January came 
and I started fishing hard on both 
waters banging in the bait knowing in 
my heart I would struggle but I knew 
in time it would pay off I wanted them 
to know the bait was a food source as 
I’ve always believed a good food 
source bait will out fish a high attract 
bait. 

Anyway, through January and 
February I caught 9 fish from 9lb to 
18lb averaging 7-day sessions 3x24 
hour sessions this gave me great con-
fidence in my rigs and in the bait as 
remember this was winter and I knew 
as the weather got warmer the bait 
would work even better for me and if 
I could find tune my rigs I could get 
into them big girls. 

I realised I couldn’t fish both waters 
at the same time as one water is a 
100-mile round trip and both are com-
pletely different fishing and my brain 
was boiling so I decided target one 
would be my first choice as I could do 
night sessions on there and was still 
waiting for a night permit on target 
water two. 

So, the campaign was on. I fished 
twice a week for a month solid blank-
ing only to lose one fish to a hook pull 
but I kept upping the bait every time 
I went. Then I had a chance to sneak 
a session in and my efforts rewarded 
with a 27lb common minutes later 
rods went again with a 32lb mirror 
WOW it was working. 

Then BANG COVID-19 stopped me 
in my tracks which wasn’t ideal. I did-
n’t need this not now I’ve got them on 
the bait. And all the hard work I put in 
but I got my head down tying rigs etc. 
And walking around other target 
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New English PB 37lb 9oz after 10 years out.

Second New English PB 43lb 9oz in the same session Buzzing.

waters as it’s only five minutes away. 
The day I had been waiting for 

FREEDOM I made plans and decided 
to fish 48 hours on target one as soon 
as possible 24 hours in I get my first 
fish 32lb mirror there still on the bait a 
few hours later left-hand rod screams 
off I couldn’t get my breath what was 
lying in my net 37lb 9oz mirror new 
p b  I  s a t  d o w n  g o t  m y  t h o u g h t 
together and reset all rods on wafters 
went to bed happy then woke up at 
3am to the pool exploding with crash-
ing fish I was confident I would get 
another take but was still happy with 
what gone on earlier. 

At 6.30am I woke up to single beep 
then a steady run on the right-hand 
rod I hit it and thought what’s this 
tench as it came in it came to the top 
twenty ft away and it just went off on 
one I knew it was a big fish but I’d 
just landed a 37lb 9oz New PB and it 
wasn’t going to beat that so pressure 
was off  

I netted the fish and rolled it up in 
the net and tried to lift it and couldn’t. 
I thought that the net had got caught 
on something I looked but nothing 
was there so tried again and WOW, I 
knew this was something special 
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when I opened the net on the mat. 
I couldn’t believe what I was look-

ing at shaking with excitement I got 
the scales zeroed and it settled at 43lb 
9oz after nearly passing out I did it 
another three times same weight 43lb 
9oz I got the fish in floatation sling 
and got owner out of bed (not happy 
lol) he came straight to lake to take 
pics as my camera had died con-
f i rmed weight  43lb 9oz of  pure 
heaven beating the pool record by 2lb 
and the second PB of the session and 
target fish number one complete I 
couldn’t believe what had happened 
back in my bivvy I threw up every-
where I think it was all from the 
excitement of what had happened.  

I’d like to dedicate this first target 
to Chris and my Munga team mates 
who believed in me from the start and 
welcomed me to the team and also 
my partner Lisa who puts up with all 
my shit and hobbies she’s one in a 
million x now for target two. 

Watch this space…. n
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To celebrate the 250th issue of Big Carp 

magazine, Bountyhunter Publications have put 

up a fantastic prize of 18 carp books worth £540!
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BOUNTYHUNTER PUBLICATIONS 

MEGA COMPETITION
WIN £540 WORTH OF BOUNTYHUNTER BOOKS

The Darker Side Of Carp Fishing, Under The Radar, River Carping, Canal Carping,  
Urban Carping, Rotary Letter Volume 1, Off The Beaten Track, More River Carping, 

Advanced Terminal Rigs, Bait And Baiting Strategies, River’s End,  
Rotary Letter Volume 2, Watercraft, Rotary Letter Volume 3, Rotary Letter Volume 4, 

Tactics Spring/Summer, Tactics Autumn/Winter, Further Off The Beaten Track

One lucky winner gets...

You also get two chances to win!! 

Chance 1 – Go to the Rob Maylin Facebook fan page and ‘like’ it. 

Go to the competition post (pinned at the top), like and share it and post 

‘done’ in the messages. It’s as simple as that! 

Chance 2 – Go to the Big Carp magazine page and ‘like’ it. 

Go to the competition post (pinned at the top),  

like and share it and post ‘done’ in the messages. 

It’s as simple as that! 

Rob will pick one winner at random on the closing date – 1st December, 2021

Get liking 
and good luck,  

Rob Maylin
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More Thames Carping

Thames Carping was our best-selling book of 2019 and for a good reason. The Thames 
has everything a carp angler could possibly want, plenty of water, it’s the biggest carp 
water in the country, unknown stock, a stock which increases every time we have a flood, 
an element of the unknown (getting more known), very rare in today’s carp scene where 
every carp is flogged, logged ,blogged and caught by an endless stream of bounty 
hunters. 

Yes, the Thames really is the last frontier to be fully exploited. Thames carp anglers 
have many attributes of old school carping, stealthy, secretive and not bothered at all by 
the size of what they catch, although, like the old school, still hoping it’s the fish of a life 
time when the buzzer shrieks out!  

For Thames carpers the build-up too is very old school, they still have the close 
season, so this time is not wasted, as it was not years ago, recce’s, baiting up, getting 
baits established, building up swims, while always being conscious that to be discovered 
would be the end of their hard work, so coming and going discreetly, under cover of 
darkness, a covert operation. Their cards held tightly to their chests. And this is why of 
course that books on Thames carping are so rare and so readable.  

You see within these pages are their secrets revealed for all to see. Not blatant, no 
map grids in longitude and latitude to the latest hot spots but within the lines, read only 
by anglers who know what to look for. A clue here, a landmark there. All part of the 
ultimate jigsaw. So why do these secretive anglers choose to write, well simply because I 
ask them.  

Sometimes over several years. Most eventually agree, I am persuasive, arguing at 
their catches need to be documented and be part of the history books for years to come. 
Which is true, and why they do it. Not for money, to promote something or even self-
gratification but to be part of our great angling heritage. So that their kids and grandkids 
can look back and say “look! there’s grandad with a beautiful Thames Carp. He would 
spend hundreds, even thousands of hours fishing for them. 

So, here’s what we have, and may I say you will not be disappointed. Some truly 
amazing Thames carp, from different stretches, some urban some rural, some well in 
land and some tidal, but all from the amazing’ Old Father Thames’. 

Let’s start with Ash Geden, who takes the cover positions again. His 2018-19 season 
made riveting reading in book one. In this volume he is back for his 2019-2020 season 
with equally incredible results. Many huge carp, several over forty, the front cover 
leviathan being totally new. He is a great river angler with a gift for writing, you will love 
his next instalment. Simon Rumsey has been on a journey while fishing the Thames, like 
many I suppose, in search of a thirty, or even bigger! 

 Andrew Sadler has discovered some Thames secrets during his many years on the 
Thames, for you the reader, he divulges all. Graham Stevens is a Thames stalwart, having 
written several articles in Big Carp and a couple of chapters in the first Thames bool he is 
back in this volume to tell you how he does it. A technical A-Z for all to learn from, novice 
or expert Graham has some edges for you all. 

The Teddington Tank by Vince Humphreys is a chapter about a huge common, that 
fish of a life time that he freely admits was totally unexpected, but that’s the beauty of 
the Thames. 

Thames common by Mark Cook, yes, a there’s a theme developing here, A huge 
Thames common, one never to be forgotten. River Thames, Same swim, Same carp … 6 
months apart by Christopher Stockley is a great account which proves how territorial 
even Thames carp can be. My Love for the Tidal Thames a Brief History, By Roger Baker. Is 
a trip down memory lane for all those who like the history chapters? Thirty years on the 
Tidal, some huge carp too. One of my favourite Thames stories yet. 

A Thames Monster featuring Pete The Pirate, is pretty self-explanatory, while prolific 
Thames carp catcher Danny Boy Hill, shows us just what’s possible with a breath-taking 
gallery of Thames specimens. Add to these life history articles on the Thames by Jason 
Townsend, Ben Frewin, Mark Anthony, Vince Humphries, Tom James and constantan 
Thames carp catch ‘The Thames Warrior’ it’s obvious that this book is another must read 
for not only river anglers but al carp anglers interested in something a bit different from 
the norm. A book you will read over and over again. History in the making, our UK 
heritage of Thames carp.

A V A I L A B L E  T H I S  A U T U M N

Rob Maylin

By Rob Maylin and friends

ONLY 500 SIGNED COPIES AVAILABLE – FIRST COME FIRST SERVED 
SO ORDER QUICKLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT
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Hyde Lanes’ Scar 
By Will Pottier

Exclusive

H
yde lane is a lake 
very close to heart 
but also very close 
to my house. My 
dad used to take 
m e  u p  t h e r e  f o r 

overnighters back in the early 90’s 
before I had even caught a carp. It 
held some huge carp for its time with 
them going to high 30’s then breaking 
the 40 mark some years later. I knew 
a lot of the guys that used to fish it 
but could never get a ticket and it 
was all kept on the quiet what was in 
there and the sizes. 

I eventually got a call from a family 
friend who said he could get me on 
and a lot of the original stock from the 
70’s had died but there was still 
around five of the originals still in 

there  a l l  above 40 .  I t  was  a  no 
brainier, I got my ticket and I was a 
Hyde Lane member. I wanted to 
catch them carp so bad and follow in 
my dad’s footsteps. 

I was fishing in the Nene valley at 
the time and was on a bit of a roll so I 
was planning on doing the weekend 
up there as I left home driving past 
Hyde, I noticed the place was empty, 
not one car in either car parks. As I 
arrived at my other syndicate it was 
totally the opposite about 30 vans in 
the car park. I just knew I had to get 
back to Buckingham and give Hyde a 
go. I got there about five o’clock and 
headed to the headland. 

That’s a bank with about f ive 
swims, the main swim faces out look-
ing across the main body of the lake 

then a few swims witch you can fish 
the entrances to the bays and the bay 
swims themselves. One thing about 
Hyde the water is crystal clear and 
the weed is horrendous. I got the 
marker out going from swim to swim 
looking for clear spots with not much 
luck. 

I finally went to a swim called duf-
fers that fishes the inlet a little stream 
that runs from a nearby res. The 
marker went down with a crack every 
time near that inlet at about 50 yards. 
Perfect, I put two rods on the gravel 
and the third rod under an overhang-
ing tree on my right. 

Scattered a load of boiled over the 
three rods. Early the next morning I 
see a few fish show over the gravel 
and I was getting quite confident 
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something was going to happen, 
when the middle rod burst into life. It 
put up a good fight but with no dra-
mas it was soon in the net. I couldn’t 
believe my luck to be honest my first 
night and my first Hyde Lane carp. 

It went 27lb and I found out later it 
was an original called the raspberry 
because of the colour of its belly a 
beautiful old mirror. I was made up.  
The raspberry 27lb Later that day I 
got the rods back out and ready for 
the  n ight .  I  woke up ear ly  and 
watched the water like I normally do 
but i didn’t see anything. 

I took a walk up to the main head-
land to see if I could see any show out 
in the open water when I heard my 
receiver crackling which I knew that 
meant it was struggling to pick up 
signal through the bushes. I was only 
about ten meters from the rods but I’d 

had it before. I sprinted back to duf-
fers jumped straight down to the rods 
missing every step on the way down. 
I was battling another Hyde carp. 

But before I knew it, it was weeded 
solid and I put my waders on starred 
wading out. I could see this massive 
pile of weed coming in the size of a 
Bivvy I put the rod down and started 
pulling the weed of to retrieve my rig 
when at the back of the weed I could 
see a huge grey mirror on its side with 
my rig still in its mouth I quickly freed 
the line form the weed and bundled 
him in the net. I knew this was a spe-
cial carp as soon as I see it and one of 
the real old ones known as Son Of. 

It was really spawned out at 36lb 
but I didn’t care I was blown away. I 
called my dad and he came down and 
took the photos and shared the 
moment.    Son of 36lb After catching 

these two I carried on fishing a lot in 
Northants but Hyde was never far 
from my mind. 

A few weeks later it was time to 
give it another go and my brother 
(Phil) had a ticket by then and was 
fishing a swim called the point on the 
high bank I dropped in a swim down 
in peg 44. The next morning the mid-
dle rod was away and I had a mirror 
known as orange spot at 36. I put the 
rods out the following evening and 
about ten o’clock the rod was away 
again and I had a massive mirror in 
the net. 

Going on the scales it was 38lb and 
one I didn’t recognise we showed a 
few people pictures the next day and 
no one really new witch one it was? It 
had a scar on its flank and from then 
on it was one known as Scar. Not long 
after that Hyde was in big trouble 
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with otters being introduced nearby, 
they often came and killed a few fish 
especially when the rivers were 
flooded it wasn’t looking good with a 
lot of the carp being found on the 
bank with chunks taken out of them 
and left to die. I had caught the fish I 
was after and I wanted to focus on 
those big Nene valley commons I had 
been chasing, so I dropped my ticket 
for Hyde and off I went. 

Some years later embryo fenced 
Hyde and stocked it, I got offered my 
ticket back and I grabbed it knowing 
that it’s future was looking good and 
how close it is to my house. I went for 
my first session on April the 17th 
2021, it hadn’t changed a bit apart 
from the new fence and it was lovely 
to know that there was plenty of new 
fish to go at and they were safe from 
the otters. It was quite busy when I 
arrived and most of the swims taken, 
I decide to drop in peg nine on the 
canal bank. 

Having a good led about I found a 

few nice spots and got the rods out 
sat back and took it all in. I phoned 
my dad and he said he was coming 
up to do a day session zigg fishing. 
The next day he dropped in next to 
me in peg seven. 

When he left that afternoon, he said 
I hope you get that bigun in the morn-
ing before you leave. I had to be off 
early for a day at Gulliver’s land with 
my brother and his lad. He said that 
would be a pretty good end to the 
weekend, wouldn’t it? The next morn-
ing, I was up early watching the lake 
with Hugo (my dog) when I saw a fish 
show about three rod lengths off of 
my left-hand rod. 

It was a good fish I knew i was in 
with a chance. About twenty or so 
minutes past and the left-hand rod 
just started melting off. I ran down the 
bank picked up the rod and it was just 
f lat rodding, me stripping l ine I 
thought what the hell have I hooked 
here? I stared to gain a bit of line then 
it would just drip another 29 yards, 

this seemed to go on for what seemed 
like forever when I finally got him in 
close, he stared charging up the mar-
gin round an over hung tree and I 
thought I was going to lose it. 

I checked my phone wasn’t in my 
pocket and just grabbed the net and 
jumped in. Got a better angle on him 
and managed to get him out in front 
o f  me again .  As  he  came c lose 
enough to net him, he came up in the 
water and rolled over I saw it was 
scar and buy this point I was shack-
ing thinking if this comes off, I would 
h a v e  b e e n  g u t t e d  b u t  h e  j u s t 
wouldn’t give up. 

Going on another mad few runs for 
freedom I finally managed to slip the 
net under him. I  got him in the 
retainer and called Kip the bailiff who 
was fishing the middle pit and a lid a 
few swims up called Ed who made 
me a cuppa and calmed down a bit. 

He went 43.5 on the scales I was 
blown away what a first session  
back.  n
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By Joe Banfield

Exclusive

S
o, I started of my session 
by setting up in a swim 
that I didn’t have in mind 
however as soon as I got 
the bivvy up fish showed 
the opposite end of the 

lake, so I upped sticks and got round 
there. Matey in the swim was luckily 
leaving and he had lost two upon my 
arrival to the swim, I spoke with him 
for an hour or so and he kindly told me 
the spots he had been fishing. 

I instantly seen fish fizzing it up 
where he had told me, so I flicked out 
a German rig with some krill wafters 
and catapulted a wide spread of stan-
dard krill boilies in the zone. I made 
sure some landed in the reeds, so the 

carp had to work for the baits.  
The following morning passed and 

all night I was having savage liners 
when around 11:20 the single rod rat-
tled off and I connected with a mid-20 
common the session unfolded from 
there really I climbed the tree and 
seen the big common I spooked her 
and thought my chance had gone 
however 5 minutes later 2 bleeps and 
the tip smashed round. 

I knew it was a biggun from the off 
staying deep and using the depth of 
the margins to hold her weight. Big 
bow waves as I tried to get her up but 
once she did, I  knew it  was her 
straight away the width of her was 
INSANE!  

She bundled into the net, and I 
instantly shouted “Gaz I’ve got the 
big girl” the whole lake cheered and 
wound their rods in to come and con-
gratulate me on what I had just 
caught and what is the best looking 
carp on the complex! 

The action didn’t stop there … 
another 12 fish followed on from this 
which came to floaters, zigs and even 
the margin spot.  

I let a good friend of mine Matt 
Poulton double up with me and put a 
rod on my spot and within 10 mins 
he’s had his target fish ‘royal com-
mon’ and the fish clearly loved the 
bait we put in we stepped up to the 
krill active after this and what a deci-
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Jim Shelley
CARPING RE-CUT

Call: 01252 373658 
Or order online www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk

Jim Shelley is the UK’s most prolific hunter of big 
carp. He is a carp fishing force of nature and no carp 
can withstand his pursuit for long. He has carved 
out a career in carp fishing with an iron will and 
perspiration, and this book is the physical 
embodiment of that drive. Every single word is 
testament to the fact that Jim won’t ever give up. He 
taught himself to write so that he could genuinely 
say that he’d written this huge book unaided. That is 
just what he has done too. 
 
Inside you’ll find the truth… the whole truth. 
Nothing has been airbrushed and at times Carping 
Re-Cut can make for uncomfortable reading. It’s 
gritty, it deals with difficult situations that Jim found 
himself on and off the bank. Let’s not forget, 
throughout a portion of this book, Jim’s wife Jane 
battled with cancer and if the strain took its toll, 
then Jim has written about the consequences, and 
left nothing out! Carping Re-Cut tells the story of a 
man driven to catch the biggest and best carp out 
there. There are colourful and touching moments 
along the way and of course, there are the fish! This 
book holds beautiful images of many of the fish that 
captured the hearts of carp men throughout the last 
decade or so. Eventually, Jim worked out how to 
catch them all, and the way that he did it is laid bare 
here for you to read. 
 
So, join Jim on a journey that starts in ‘bandit 
country’ near Heathrow, passes east through 
Cambridgshire and Norfolk before swinging back via 
Royal Berkshire, and plunging deep into the jungle 
that is the mysterious Colnemere, as Jim searches for 
the ultimate prize, the Black Mirror. One thing’s for 
sure, it won’t be dull! 
 
At last the long awaited second book from carp 
fishing’s No.1 angler is available direct from 
Bountyhunter Publications. Carping Re-Cut is the 
follow up to Jim’s highly successful first book 
Carping Un Cut and is a mammoth size publication 
containing over 400 beautiful colour plates, exclusive 
stories and an incredible amount of huge carp from 
waters far and wide. Jim always was a great carp 
angler but over the past few seasons he has evolved 

into the ultimate catching machine. Water after 
water, target after target and record after record have 
fallen to this sometimes controversial angler, 
nevertheless no one can deny his ability and no carp 
is uncatchable once Jim sets his mind to it. Jim’s first 
book was a great read and it’s sometimes hard for an 
author to match the quality of his first book, 
however this is not the case with Carping Re-Cut. 
This book is a revelation and no carp angler of any 
ability, age or status should miss out on what is 
definitely the book of the decade from the world’s 
greatest carp angler. 
 
PRICE £34.99 
 
CHEAP POSTAGE £4.99 UK £15 EUROPE
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sion that was the bites just kept com-
ing and we had to shout the lads next 
door for nets and slings! At one point 
we had 3 nets propped up in the 

water with 30’s in and three slings out 
and still bent into fish! 

I ended up with 14 and my friend 
with 6 and that’s in heard of for a lake 

like this no one has been close to hav-
ing such a haul it’s fair to say we 
came and delivered. 

Session of a lifetime lovely times. n

ORDER HOTLINE: 01252 373658 
or go to www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk

NEW FROM BOUNTYHUNTER 

BIG CARP MUGS

“Smile for the camera” 
full design below
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“I love carp fishing”

THREE DESIGNS TO 
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Price £6.95 each + £1.50 P&P
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The ‘Old School’ series has become one of our most popular sets of books we have ever 
published. It appears that, in this fast-moving society we find ourselves more and more 
anglers are keen to look back at how things used to be, where it all started, before the 
commercialism that now controls our angling, before the ‘sponsored angler’, before 
Facebook, the Internet, or even mobile phones! However, did we survive? It certainly was a 
very different sort of carp angling to today’s high pace, remote control, Snapchatting, 
wannabe blogger’s world we find ourselves in. 

Our contributors to volume 3 are the anglers we aspired to, the heroes of that bygone 
age who were catching carp years ago before the hair rig when not everyone could catch 
them quite so easily. So, let’s take a look at what Volume 3 has to offer, and why I consider it 
the best yet! But who deserves first mention, that’s the question? Well, let’s start with the 
godfather of carping Pete Springate whose chapter ‘Discovering Yeoveney’ with those 
amazing brace shots still makes the hair stand on end when I look at them, they really don’t 
make them like that anymore. Mile Wilson’s chapter ‘Dick Walker and Me’ looks back to their 
meeting, an exchange of ideas. 
Savay Discovered by John Harry looks back to when John first set his eyes on the lake where 
he would end up spending most of his life. My Time on Rodney by John Pope is the first of 
two chapters by John looking back to his time on this Boyer Leisure venue which was making 
headlines in the 1970s and 1960s before the fish were transferred to Harefield. 

His second capture deals with his affair at Walthamstow Reservoirs in the eighties. Frank 
Haskett may be remembered for his capture of a massive carp from the Yateley Copse Lake, 
fish which inspired both Ritchie McDonald and Terry Hearn to fish there. Sadly, the fish was 
never seen again. Duncan Kay was king of the bait scene in the seventies and eighties, his 
chapter on bait advice still holds true to this day. 

Speaking of bait, yet another bait guru was John Baker, from the next decade  
to this day Johns love of bait has not only been a passion but a big part  
of his life, John’s chapter makes interesting reading. Two chapters from 
Kevin Maddocks in this volume, the first is on Ashlea Pool which Kevin 
and Vic Gillings dominated way back. I remember seeing the film they 
made at Ashlea at one or two of the shows back in the early eighties, 
awesome at the time and still well worth seeing if you get the chance. 

Kevin’s second chapter is a thought-provoking piece, so relevant in 
today's carp scene and asks the question " Are we just going through the 
motions".  

Darenth The Early Years by Steve Briggs looks back to the days when 
Richworth Tutti's took this venue to town. It just proved what was possible 
with what was nothing special as far as bait goes but if everyone piled it 
in, the fish became obsessed. Jim Gibbinson was the top carp angler in 
the UK in his day, not only a great carper but an outstanding writer too, 
writing a host of best sellers. 

His chapter in this book looks at the carp scene at the time and 
dissects the best and the worst of carp angling. Gerry Savage was another 
big name at the same time as Jim, he was the angler who brought the 
first high protein carp bait to the high street, HI-Pro was its name. Gerry's 
chapter epitomises the carp world as it was in the 1970s. 

Staines in the Early Days by Ritchie McDonald tells the story of 
Longfield AKA Fox Pool before it was known and became a circuit water 
for carp hunters up and down the country. We have lost several well-
known carp anglers in the last year and we honour two in this volume. 
Roger Smith Remembered by Rob Maylin and Friends contains memories 

from Rob Maylin of their friendship plus farewell messages from dozens of 
Rogers friends. 

Len Arbury Passes by Derek Stritton was written just after Len left us 
with kind words from his good friend Derek. Laughing Waters 1964 by 
Bruce Ashby was written a couple of months before Bruce died of prostate 
cancer, some great memories and images from one of this country's 
greatest and well-loved anglers. 

The Start of Something by Wayne Grant takes a look back to what got 
Wayne started in this life changing hobby. In Pursuit of a Twenty Pounder 
by Dave Lane is the story of a part of carp fishing that us old timers all went 
through, it seems unbelievable today but the hunt for tour first twenty 
pounder sometimes took years of hard work. 

Andy Little's name came to the forefront when he joined the first ever 
syndicate at the famous Savay Lake. His long-range tactics earned him 
instant success, that combined with the first ever boillies and side hooking 
rig. Mike Oyez was yet another big name of the 70s and 80s not only a 
prolific catcher but a fishery owner too, his chapter looks back at these 
times with a sarcastic eye. 

 Finally, what has become a favourite section of these books our Old 
School Scrapbook, filled with images from a bygone age. 

It seems unbelievable that so many icons can possibly appear  
in one volume! now perhaps you too will see why in my 
opening lines I described Volume 3 as the best yet! I 
hope you enjoy, and please let me know if you agree?
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August saw the passing of one of carp 
anglings true legends Iain Macmillan. 
An angler who touched the lives of 
thousands of carp anglers and will be 
dearly missed. There were thousands of 
comments on Facebook, far too many 
to list here. But here are a few that 
touched me. The first from Iain himself 
in April this year. Others from his 
sponsors and friends. RIP Iain. 

Well after a very upsetting few days 
we went on a lovely walk with a little 
picnic yesterday and something very 
strange happened. 

I have this vision of getting on a boat 
and not having a destination or 
purpose, just sailing away and not 
looking back for the fear of what’s to 
come in the future.  

As we approached this barge, I said it to Cathy and just look at what we saw the barges name was 
“carpe diem” which is Latin for seize the day. It’s a saying I try to hold at the front of my thoughts, 
although it’s not easy to practice in the darker times. 

So with that in mind I’m off fishing today, I’m Blackthorn Fishery bound for some filming for 
another new series with DNA Baits, hopefully my head won’t fall off but I need to get back in the 
saddle and do my thing or I’ll crack up. So here’s to a new week where I’m trying to seize the day and 
push on again. See you in the other side amigos. 
Fox International: It is with great sadness that today we have to say goodbye to the incredible Ian 
Macmillan. You were a friend to everyone at Fox and everyone in the angling community and brought 
light and laughter into the lives of everyone you met. You are an inspiration and an absolute gent and 
we are so proud of you and your fight. 

Our deepest condolences to his family, nearest and dearest. Keep catching ‘em up there fella. 
Alan Gale: This is one of the best memories I have on Iain the famous and the one and only Ting Tong. 
Sometimes it’s just about walking your own path and enjoying what you do for all the right reasons. 
Angling is such a great leveller on all fronts, we all have a common theme in common, and that brings 
people together. Long may that continue, if there really is a God.. Man, I love carp angling… RIP Iain. 
Ali Hamidi Angler: Rest in peace champ. No more pain and just positive memories for everyone to 
remember you by. It’s amazing what you have instigated in your final days for the 
@dougiemachospice #fundraiser. Remember everyone – life is no dress rehearsal, seize the day, do 
whatever you believe can make you happy. I’ve said it before, we get one shot at life, make it count. 
Big love @iain_macmillan. 
Mike Bridges is feeling sad. I first met Tong properly, quite a few years back whilst I was still in the 
Army on the point of B2 at Linear Fisheries.  

We were both there for independent magazine features and hit it off instantly. A friendship was 
formed and I will never forget him saying "Bridges you’re different and I certainly would…" 

He proved that in spades by helping me to sign with Shimano alongside Dynamite and there is 
absolutely no way overall, I'd be doing what I do today within the Carp Fishing Industry without him. 

I remember landing Nigel’s Fish on Frimley Pit 4 and whilst still shaking, he was the first person I 
rang. His love, passion and vibe was unquestionable and that’s a day I will never forget.  

Although like in many circles our paths went separate ways, I will always be appreciative of you 
putting your name to me Tong and believing in me. 

Even over the past few weeks he's made me realise so, so much about one or two things and again, 
I can't thank him enough for his influence whilst going through so, so much himself. He's actually 
changed my life again in regards to what I do next, reaffirming life is just far too short not to follow 

your dreams. Rest in peace Tong, 
you will be dearly missed. 

Hi everyone. With the sad, sad 
news regarding our dear friend 
Iain Macmillan, who is going to 
greatly missed by us all, could you 
please take a look at the 
fundraiser page which has been 
set up 
“youwincompetitions.co.uk” and 
help us to smash the target set by 
Iain of 100k for this fantastic 
Dougie Mac charity. Let’s make 
our dear friends wishes a reality. 
There are on‐line raffle tickets and 
auctions to bid on, All fantastic 
mostly one‐off prizes for this 
amazing charity. Thank you.

Memories of Iain Macmillan

Iain Macmillan, April 6 2021.

Iain Macmillan.
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Carpy News

The Angling Trust has joined environ-
mental groups and government agen-
cies to help halt the spread of an inva-
sive non-native plant that presents a 
major threat to rivers and lakes across 
Britain. 

Floating pennywort – first found in 
the wild in England in the 1990s – can 
grow at an incredible 20cms a day 
from tiny fragments to form dense 
mats that cover the water’s surface. 
These can block out light, stifle native 
plants, and make rivers and lakes 
unsuitable for insects and fish. 

The dense rafts can also make 
waters inaccessible to anglers, boats 
and other water users and present a 
flood risk when plant mats build up 
around sluices and drains. 

Floating pennywort can last for up 
to 14 days out of water, allowing for 
unintentional spread of the plant 
between water bodies on damp 
equipment and clothing which has 
not been thoroughly cleaned and 
dried. It is also notoriously difficult to 

control because very small fragments 
of the plant can regrow. As a result, 
any effort to control floating penny-
wort needs to be done regularly, at 
the right scale and for sufficient dura-
tion to be effective. 

Learning f rom the success of 

smaller scale strategic partnerships, 
in September 2020 the Thames basin 
project  was launched, with the 
Angling Trust, Environment Agency 
and  Br i t i sh  Canoe ing  work ing 
together to coordinate management 
of floating pennywort in the region. 

Based on this project and other 
successful strategic collaborations 
that have been formed in other parts 
of the country, the Great Britain Float-
ing Pennywort Strategy is being 
launched, uniting recreational users, 
water companies and government to 
tackle the invasive plant. 

Through closer, coordinated action, 
the aim of the strategy is to share best 
practice and facilitate further partner-
ships to control the species and pre-
vent further spread into other areas. 

Lord Benyon, Defra Minister for 
biosecurity, said: 

“I commend this initiative, which 
will help inform how we manage this 
highly damaging invasive species. 
Invasive non-native species not only 
challenge the survival of some of our 
rarest species but cost the economy 
more than £1.7 billion per year. 

“Floating pennywort profoundly 

Launch of new national campaign to control highly 
invasive floating pennywort threatening  
Britain’s rivers and lakes
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disrupts aquatic habitats for insects, 
fish and other wildlife, and disrupts 
how people interact with Great 
Britain’s rivers and lakes. Today’s 
move is a step in the right direction 
for improving our cherished water-
ways.” 

Trevor Renals, Invasive Species 
Technical Lead, Environment Agency 
said: 

“Floating pennywort is a highly-
damaging non-native weed, which 
damages the flora and fauna of our 
rivers and our ability to enjoy recre-
ation such as angling and boating. It 
also has the potential to increase 
flood risk and block flood defence 
assets. No single organisation has a 
duty to manage floating pennywort, 
so it is only by working together that 
we can control this plant. We encour-
age people to support local partner-
ships to manage invasive species and 
use it as an opportunity to enjoy 
nature and meet people in a socially-
distanced environment.” 

To launch the strategy, the Angling 
Trust, CABI (Centre for Agriculture 
and Bioscience International) and the 
Herts and Middlesex Wildlife Trust 
visited the Colne Valley to meet the 
Colne Valley Fisheries Consultative 
and Colne Valley Regional Park man-
ager to see first hand the benefits of 
working collaboratively to tackle 

floating pennywort. It is antici-
pated that later this year, a weevil 
native to South America will  be 
released into the wild to provide 
another method to halt the spread of 
the species. This follows extensive 
research undertaken by CABI to 
determine the suitabil ity of  the 
species for release and presents one 
of several biological controls that are 
being used to assist in invasive 
species management. 

The launch also coincides with 
Invasive Species Week, an annual 
event to raise awareness of invasive 
species and how everyone can help to 
prevent their spread. 

Dr Emily Smith, Environment Man-
ager, Angling Trust said: 

“We welcome the launch of this 
national strategy to tackle floating 
pennywort and a movement towards 
a more coordinated approach to inva-
sive species management. Many 
anglers are already helping to control 
invasive species, as highlighted by 
the fantastic ongoing efforts of the 
Colne Valley Fisheries Consultative. 
Through this strategy we hope to be 
able to facilitate further partnerships 
such as these, and make strides 
towards tackling this problematic 
plant to protect the environment and 
wildlife that we all enjoy.” 

Djami Djeddour, Senior Scientific 
Officer, CABI said: 

“CABI-UK has already released bio-
control agents against Japanese 
knotweed, Himalayan balsam and 
Australian swamp stonecrop (Cras-
sula) in the UK. Weevils have a long 
history of success in the biocontrol of 
aquatics. Research into the biocontrol 
of f loating pennywort using the 
Argentine weevil, Listronotus elonga-
tus, has been funded by Defra since 
2011. The weevil has undergone com-
prehensive screening for safety and 
efficacy and is now in the last stage of 
approval for permission to release in 
the UK. 

“CABI are hopeful that this agent 
will reduce floating pennywort’s 
dominance on our waterways, provid-
ing long-term and sustainable con-
trol. A national strategic approach to 
floating pennywort management pro-
vides an excellent opportunity to 
maximise impact, working closely 
with partners and stakeholders to 
integrate this natural solution into 
conventional management plans.” 
How to get involved 
The partnership is encouraging 
everyone to get involved in tackling 
floating pennywort. More information 
on how to get involved can be found 
under the Local Action Group pages 
on the GB NNSS website. 
• Strategy partners 
• Angling Trust 
• British Canoeing 
• Open Water Swimming Society 
• British Rowing 
• Canal and River Trust 
• Water companies 
• Inland Drainage Boards 
• Environment Agency 
• Defra 
• GB NNSS 
• Welsh Government 
• Natural Resources Wales 
• Natural England 
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• Take a Friend Fishing is back 
for summer 2021, giving even 
more people the chance to get 
out fishing. 

• Due to its massive success 
throughout 2020, Take a 
Friend Fishing is back for the 
summer holidays. 

• Between Friday 23rd July to 
Sunday 5th September 
(inclusive), existing fishing 
licence holders can register for 
a FREE one-day fishing licence 
from the Environment Agency 
at www.anglingtrust.net/ 
takeafriendfishing to take 
someone they know fishing. 
The summer holidays are a fantas-

tic opportunity to get outdoors and 
enjoy some time next to the water. 
Taking a friend or family member for a 
fishing trip is the ideal opportunity to 
spend time outdoors and escape your 
screens this summer. 

Getting outside in the countryside 
is a great way to be with family and 
friends and angling is the perfect fit 
for staying active outdoors, especially 
if you are staying in the country this 
summer. 

With physical activity playing a 
vital role in both our health and men-
tal wellbeing, a fishing trip with a 
mate or family member means you 
can stay active, and fish safely follow-
ing guidelines on the Angling Trust 
website. 

There are fisheries, lakes, stretches 
of river and canal open all over the 
country near to where you live that 
are perfect to visit for a catch-up with 
a friend during a quick Take a Friend 
Fishing trip together. 

Registering for a free one-day fish-

ing licence couldn’t be easier. Simply 
visit www.anglingtrust.net/takeafrien
dfishing, select the date of your fish-
ing trip, enter some basic info about 
you and your friend, and away you go! 

The free fishing licence will be sent 
with a confirmation email, so please 
remember to have the angler’s fishing 
licence and both people’s email 
addresses plus a few other details 
handy when you pre-register to Take 
a Friend Fishing. 

The Take a Friend Fishing cam-
paign is a partnership between 
the Angling Trust, Environment 
Agency and Angling Trades Associa-
tion - it’s designed to give more peo-
ple the chance to get into fishing. 

Relaunched in 2020 when over 
4,000 people took part in Take a 
Friend Fishing, this summer’s cam-
paign aims to get even more people 
back out by the waterside. The initia-
tive will show people it’s still just as 
easy to get into angling, especially 
with a friend to show you how, and a 
free fishing licence from the Environ-
ment Agency usually worth £6 to £12. 

Heidi Stone, Environment Agency 
Fisheries Partnerships Manager, said: 
“We’re delighted to see Take a Friend 
Fishing return ahead of National Fish-
ing Month, giving even more people 
the chance to give angling a go and 

try the sport alongside a more experi-
enced angler. This is the best way to 
gain confidence and learn what a fan-
tastic sport this is for everyone 
regardless of age and mobility. 

“As schools break up and many 
people choose staycations this sum-
mer, Take a Friend Fishing is a won-
derful way to get outside and try 
something different. Fishing allows 
us to connect with nature and offers 
the chance to relieve stress and boost 
wellbeing. It’s the perfect activity to 
introduce to a friend.” 

Clive Copeland, Head of Participa-
tion at the Angling Trust, said: “Our 
partnership work with the Environ-
ment Agency and Angling Trades 
Association means Take a Friend 
Fishing is  back -  but  th is  t ime 
extended right through to when 
schools return in September! Now 

Take a Friend Fishing is back! 
The latest campaign is to run from Friday 23rd July to Sunday 5th September

An Angler can Take a Friend Fishing this summer - 
enjoy a break from everything going on and all of the 
health and wellbeing benefits that angling has to 
offer - www.anglingtrust.net/takeafriendfishing.
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that measures to ease out of lock-
down are looking likely, we hope 
anglers will want to join with us to 
promote the benefits of just how bril-
liant going fishing is. Take a Friend 
Fishing this summer, relax and for a 
few hours get together with a mate to 
enjoy all the best things angling has 
to offer. If you go fishing please take a 
friend in the weeks to come and 
spread the message that angling is a 
fun, safe way to help get back to nor-
mality. You’ve always meant to do it - 
now’s your chance - go on, get some-
one you know to give fishing a go!” 

Andrew Race, Chairman of the 
Angling Trades Association (ATA), 
added: “It is fantastic to see Take a 
Friend Fishing back for summer 2021. 
With both renewed and new interest 
in fishing, the easing of lockdown, 
summer staycations and more time 
near home, mean our industry can 
capitalise on the moment. To match 
that interest, we have a new logo, 
marketing campaign and yet more 
special events giving visible growth 
in opportunities for anyone wanting 
to give angling a go. I would ask both 

ATA members and the wider angling 
trade to get behind this nationwide 
initiative now whilst we have this 
momentum. Angling offers, health 
benefits, wellbeing, excitement, and 
relaxation. Time well-spent by waters 
is not to be missed. Now is a great 
time for anglers to introduce a friend 
or family member via Take a Friend 
Fishing this summer.” 

Hashtags:#takeafriendfishing #get-
fishing 

Social Media:Facebook: www.face-
book.com/anglingtrust Twitter: @Get-
Fishing Instagram: @getintofishing  
nGiving evidence to the Environ-

mental Audit Committee (23rd June), 
Sir James Bevan, CEO of the Environ-
ment Agency, called on the govern-
ment and George Eustice, Defra Sec-
retary of State, to restore the cuts 
inflicted on the agency since 2010. 

As part of our Anglers Against Pol-
lution campaign, the Angling Trust 
have been demanding the £210 mil-
lion cut from the grant to the EA must 
be restored - and now, not at some ill-
defined point in the future. George 
Eustice and the government need to 
stop making promises and reassuring 
us they care for the environment - 
they need to act. 

Stuart Singleton-White, Head of 
Campaigns at the Angling Trust, said: 

“I’m pleased to hear the CEO of the 
Environment Agency being so clear 
about the devastating impact these 
draconian cuts have had, not only on 
his organisation’s capacity to do its 
job, but on our rivers and waters and 
the fish and biodiversity within them. 

“As anglers, we see the real conse-
quences of these cuts every day. 
Rivers dying in front of our eyes, fish 
populations falling, raw sewage and 
wet wipes floating by, algae-blooms, 
and run off from poorly managed 
farmland.  But when we report this, 
our horror turns to frustration.  Most 
of the time the Environment Agency 
do precisely nothing.” 

These devastating cuts, two-thirds 
since 2010, allows polluters to act 
with impunity. On average, a farm will 
get a visit once every 200 years.  And 
when action is taken, too often the 
agency don’t prosecute, preferring 
instead to rely on enforcement under-
takings rather than court action.  Too 
often these undertakings (payments) 
do not act as a deterrence and are no 
more than it would cost to clear up 
the pollution. 

Singleton-White said: “Both the 
government and the Environment 
Agency need to do much more to 
send a clear message to polluters that 
we won’t allow them to wreak such 
damage to our environment. They 
need to take firm action, and that 
means we need to see polluters in 
court, we need to see fines issued, we 
need to see a strong deterrence that 
polluters will take note of.  Polluters 

No more 
excuses, Mr 
Eustice! Call for 
EA cuts to be 
restored

Carpy Humour
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must fear that if they don’t change 
their behaviour, they, not us, will pay 
the price.” 

Sir James admitted that the cuts 
have impacted on the agency’s ability 
to properly monitor our rivers and the 
polluters who do so much damage, 
telling the committee: “It is having an 
effect on our ability to know what is 
going on and to act effectively.” 

While the restoration of the £210 
million will help, the Angling Trust 
has been arguing that the monitoring 
system has fundamental flaws that 
need to be sorted.  An over reliance 
on random spot sampling, not enough 
continuous monitoring, clear evi-

dence that water companies have 
mis-reported or not reported through 
the self-reporting process, and inade-
quacies of the event duration moni-
toring, which fails to tell a full picture 
of what is happening. 

Globally, freshwater species popu-
lations have declined by 83% since 
1970, according to WWF.  If this gov-
ernment is serious about protecting 
our rivers and waters, as part of its 
stated commitment to protect 30% of 
land and sea by 2030, restated at the 
recent G7 meeting in Carbis Bay, then 
it has to act now.  Nothing short of 
proper ly  funding the  regulator 
charged with protecting our freshwa-

ter environment will do. Once this 
happens, the Environment Agency 
need to act decisively, get boots on 
the ground and show us all that they 
can reverse the trend of decline that 
has happened on their watch.  n

Carpy Humour

WIN A HOLIDAY FOR TWO
Our good friends Steve and Sandy  
Bond have put up a fantastic competition prize 

in Big Carp to celebrate Big Carp’s 
250th issue. Here’s your chance to 

win a Holiday for two including 
food at Lake Bossard.

And it could not be simpler to enter… All, you have 
to do is go to the BOSSARD Facebook page… 
1 You must like the Bossard page. 
2 You must like and share this competition. 
3 And just write “Done”  

in the comments.

Closing date is 
1st December 
2021.

Good luck!
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PACKS

Perfect portable 
source of bank side 
power for charging 
a variety of electronic 
devices such as 
mobile phones, 
laptops and 
audio/visual 
products.

SONIK VADERX 
RS CARP RODS

£59.99

12FT

OUR PRICE
2¾LB & 3LB

£59.99

12FT

OUR PRICE
3¼ & 3½LB

£54.99

10FT

OUR PRICE
10FT 3LB

VaderX RS carp rods are the 
evolved and refined version 
of Sonik’s award winning 
VaderX carp rods.

SONIK XTRACTOR 
CARP RODS

£53.99

rrp £59.99

OUR PRICE
9FT 2¾LB

£62.99

rrp £69.99

OUR PRICE
10FT 3¼LB

£62.99

rrp £69.99

OUR PRICE
10FT 3½LB

Sonik XTRACTOR carp rods fill a real 
gap in the market for affordable 
top-quality rods that are easy 
to transport due to their 
short pack down lengths.

NASH TACKLE 
INDULGENCE 

SUB-LO
CHAIR

£424.99

rrp £467.99

OUR PRICE
SS4

£449.99

rrp £494.99

OUR PRICE
SS4 WIDE

£399.99

rrp £439.99

OUR PRICE
SS3

£424.99

rrp £467.99

OUR PRICE
SS3 WIDE

The latest generation of 
renowned Indulgence Sleep 
Systems include up rated and 
extended lumbar support, 
along with USB connectivity 
for storing power packs and 
charging smartphones and other 
electronic devices. All while 
sleeping in absolute comfort!

NASH TACKLE INDULGENCE 
5 SEASON SLEEP SYSTEMS

Save £££’s with this bundle 
special offer!! Three of the 
revolutionary Siren R3 alarms 
and a receiver for well over 
£100 off the normal RRP!

£324.99

rrp £441.96

OUR PRICE

NASH TACKLE 
SIREN R3 BITE ALARM 

BUNDLE SPECIAL OFFER

Trakker Tempest 
Advanced 100 Bivvy

TRAKKER BIVVIES

Trakker Tempest Brolly 100T

£674.99

rrp £749.99

OUR PRICE

£269.99
OUR PRICE

The Bed Buddy is a lightweight session accessory 
that allows you to sit on a bed with correct back 
support, without carrying a separate chair.

£109.99

rrp £175.00

OUR PRICE

DAIWA EMBLEM SPOD REEL

Designed around the 
body and spool of 
the Emblem Pro, the 
‘Spod’ retrieves over 
100cm of line for 
every handle turn.

AMAZING PRICE!

This special edition Tournament BASIA QD 
Custom Reel has been built to Poingdestres 
Angling Centre’s unique specification for the 
discerning angler wanting that distinctive look!!

£449.99

rrp £580.00

OUR PRICE

DAIWA TOURNAMENT BASIA 
QD POINGDESTRES EDITION 

CUSTOM BUILD REEL

WYCHWOOD 
TACTICAL WALLED MAT

Produced from fish friendly materials and 
excessive foam thickness to create the ultimate 
mat system. Complete peace of mind whilst 
handling fish during unhooking and photography.

£74.99
OUR PRICE

WYCHWOOD 
TACTICAL BROLLY

Unique internal 
storage pockets 
included

£169.99
OUR PRICE



ESTRES.CO.UK

CARP RODS IN STOCK

Harrison
Harrison Advanced Rods Torrix TE 
Special Carp Rods
12ft £342.00 £307.80
12ft6 £342.00 £315.90

Harrison Advanced Rods Cerbera Carp 
Rods
3lb  £270.00 £243.00  
3.25lb  £270.00 £244.62

Trebuchet Light 12ft 3.75lb   
 £414.00 £372.60

Century
Century C2 (Command & Control) Carp 
Rod s
12ft 3.25lb £469.00 £430.00
12ft 3.5lb £489.00 £450.00

WE ARE A CYGNET PRO 
DEALER, TO SEE THE 
FULL RANGE EITHER 
VISIT US ONLINE OR 

CALL ON 023 8051 0077 
FOR ADVICE.

UNIT 11, SOUTHAMPTON TRADE PARK, THIRD AVENUE, SOUTHAMPTON, SO15 0AD

EMAIL US AT SALES@POINGDESTRES.CO.UK
OR VISIT POINGDESTRES.CO.UK
FAX: 02380 773841

find us on facebook.com/Poingdestres

Fox Stalker Plus 
2/3 Rod Pod £89.99

rrp £109.99

OUR PRICE

VISIT US ONLINE FOR OUR 
FULL RANGE OF RODS

E&OE

5 MINS

J3 M27

6000SQ.FT
SHOWROOM

We are a Aqua Pro Dealer, to 
see the full range either view 

online or call us on 
023 8051 0077 for advice.

BAIT
FULL RANGES 

IN STOCK
We also stock

RIDGEMONKEY PRODUCTS 
NOW IN STOCK

TRAKKER LEVELITE 
TRANSFORMER 

CHAIR

£116.99

rrp £129.99

OUR PRICE

POST
FREE

£99.95
OUR PRICE

The E800 Series 
Camo Chest Wader is 

reassuringly tough and 
uniquely comfortable 
due to its bi-stretch 

properties.

Similar to the original 
Series 700 Nova 
model, this camo 

pattern model doesn’t 
get much cooler for 
the image conscious 

angler!

POST
FREE

VASS-TEX E800 
SERIES CAMO 

CHEST WADERS

FOX RX+ MICRON BITE 
ALARM PRESENTATION SETS

£569.00

rrp £654.99

OUR PRICE
3-ROD SET

£719.99

rrp £799.99

OUR PRICE
4-ROD SET

FOX R-SERIES 
1-MAN XL BIVVIES

The R-Series 1-man XL bivvies 
are ideal for the angler wanting 
additional space and head room 
created by the extra high frame.

£246.99
OUR PRICE
KHAKI

£200.00
OUR PRICE
CAMO

FOX EOS 1-MAN BIVVY

The EOS 1-man bivvy is the 
ideal starter bivvy for the 
beginner, or those with a 
restricted budget, offering 
great value for money.
Features include:-
• 8000mm hydrostatic head fabric
• Two-rib, pram-hood design featuring a 

generous peak for extra protection
• Two-way letter box style door with integrated 

mesh insert plus PVC and solid panel options
• Front can be rolled back to create an open 

fronted shelter
• Lightweight groundsheet and heavy duty pegs
• Supplied in a zipped carry bag

£148.99

rrp £164.99

OUR PRICE

£629.99

rrp £699.99

OUR PRICE
BIVVY

Pioneer DPM Camo 100 
1-Man Bivvy System

SONIK GIZMO 3-ROD 
REMOTE ALARM SET 

& BIVVY LIGHT

£249.99
OUR PRICE

NASH TACKLE SLEEP SYSTEM

£199.99

rrp £219.99

OUR PRICE
STANDARD

£229.99

rrp £252.99

OUR PRICE
WIDE

This Sleep System is a blockbuster 
for comfort and value, utilising Nash’s 
expertise from producing the carp world’s 
most successful bed systems - the 
Indulgence range.

DELKIM RX-D DIGITAL 
REMOTE RECEIVER
The Rx-D Digital Remote 
Receiver is the bespoke partner 
for the new Txi-D alarms and 
includes improved features over 
the original Rxi model.

£149.99
OUR PRICE

DELKIM TXI-D 
DIGITAL BITE 

ALARMS

£134.99
OUR PRICE

LEDs available in:-
Blue, Green, Purple, 
Red, White or Yellow

DIGITAL

REMOTE

RECEIVER

ALSO

AVAILABLE

NASH TACKLE 
MF60 INDULGENCE 
5 SEASON SLEEP 

SYSTEMS

£474.99

rrp £522.99

OUR PRICE
SS4

£499.99

rrp £549.99

OUR PRICE
SS4 WIDE

£449.99

rrp £494.99

OUR PRICE
SS3

£474.99

rrp £522.99

OUR PRICE
SS3 WIDE

Nash set the standard in luxury 
and comfort with their legendary 
Indulgence beds, but now they’ve 
raised the bar even 
higher, with their all 
season MF60 sleep 
systems. NEW

£799.99
OUR PRICE

Pioneer 150 1-Man 
Bivvy System

AQUA BIVVIES

£143.99

rrp £159.99

OUR PRICE
WRAP

Pioneer DPM Camo 100
1-Man Bivvy System Wrap

NASH TACKLE
BUSHWHACKER 15M 

BAITING POLE SYSTEM
Next level accuracy and reach 
for stealth positioning of rigs in 
areas inaccessible to even the 
sharpest casting.

NASH TACKLE SIREN S5 
DIGITAL BITE ALARM

£19.99
OUR PRICE

BLUE, GREEN, 
RED, WHITE

WYCHWOOD 
TACTICAL SLING MAT

£59.99
OUR PRICE

£149.99

rrp £164.99

OUR PRICE

WYCHWOOD TACTICAL 
1-MAN BIVVY & WRAP

£249.99
OUR PRICE

£119.99
OUR PRICE

The Tactical 1-Man Bivvy is a 3-rib shelter, 
designed to offer comfort and protection all 
year round. The unique shape allows for a good 
footprint without compromising on height.

Turn the Tactical 1-Man 
Bivvy into a true ‘home 

from home’.

Tactical 1-Man 
Bivvy Overwrap

THINKING ANGLERS 
CAMFLECK LUGGAGE

We have a large selection of this luggage 
visit poingdestres.co.uk for full range

£13.99
OUR PRICE
REEL POUCH  

£17.99
OUR PRICE
ROD SLEEVE

£79.99
OUR PRICE
RUCKSACK

£32.99
OUR PRICE
COOL BAG

CAMFLECK 
REEL POUCH

CAMFLECK SINGLE 
ROD SLEEVE

CAMFLECK 
RUCKSACK

CAMFLECK 
COOL BAG

ESP CAMO LUGGAGE
40ltr Camo 
Rucksack

Camo Tackle 
Cases

Camo 
3-Rod 
Quiver
&
Sleeve

£49.95
OUR PRICE
40LTR RUCK

£39.95
OUR PRICE
QUIVER

£12.95
OUR PRICE
SMALL/LARGE

/£15.95

AQUA PRODUCTS 
DPM LUGGAGE

Roving 
Rucksack

£119.99
OUR PRICE

£84.99
OUR PRICE

Small Carryall

Deluxe Roving 
Rucksack

£159.99
OUR PRICE
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CARP 
SCENE 

Reviews

Congratulations to @davewing for 
winning the June #YourNite competition 
Your £100 voucher is on the way!  
#YourNite was designed with our community in mind. It is amazing to see you 
all enjoying your watches whether that’s on thrilling hikes, deep sea diving or in 
the comfort of your own home. 

As a thank you for your continued support, each month we will select our 
favourite #YourNite photo submitted and give the lucky winner a £100 Nite 
voucher to be used against any full price watch. 

For the chance to WIN a £100 Nite watch voucher simply: 
Share a photo of you and your Nite watch on Instagram, tag @nitewatches and 

use #yournite in the caption. 
Prefer to send us your photos via email? No problem! Send them to 

social@nitewatches.com and we will add it to that month’s entries. 
The winner will be announced via Instagram and email at the beginning of 

each month so make sure to be following @nitewatches so you don’t miss out. 
Remember to check out our #YourNite Instagram story highlight to see what 

others have shared already. Good luck – We can’t wait to see what you all come 
up with! 

For full T&C’s visit the YourNite page.  n

Keep Your Kit 
Fresh With 
STORM’s DEO 
For Outdoor 
Gear 
Perfect for outdoor 
and athletic footwear
A buildup of sweat from exertive 
training or getting active outdoors 
can leave footwear damp, stale and 
smelly. Restore freshness to your 
walking boots or training shoes with 

STORM’s 
spray-on 
DEO. 

The easy-
to-use pump 
spray 
deodoriser 
reduces the 
levels of bac-
teria in 
footwear, 
removing 
nasty odours 
hygienically 
and effec-
tively for 
long-lasting 
freshness 
each time 
you get 
active. 

As well as 
being perfect 
for footwear, 
STORM’s 
DEO is also 
ideal for 
gloves and 
helmets. 
Shake well 

and simply spray inside your item 
and allow to dry before use. 

The DEO is available in a 300ml 
spray bottle for £15 or 75ml spray 
bottle for £7.50.   n
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Tuva - your new best fishing jacket 
Yes, those are big words. But we believe that Tuva is here to stay - and that this 
is our biggest news this year. 

Tuva is longer than a wading jacket, perfect for river fishing or fishing from a 
boat. Tuva is light, extremely breathable, waterproof and simple. And by the way, 
Tuva has an ultra low Co2 footprint. The fabric is from Sweden, and the jacket is 
produced in Poland.  n

WizTool – use tools 
the easy way 
WizTool will fit directly into the newer 
Geoff Anderson jackets where mag-
nets are already integrated. 

If you are not lucky enough to own 
a  G e o f f  A n d e r s o n  j a c k e t  - 
WizTool comes with a magnet part 
you can install in your own jacket or 
vest.  n

Carpy Humour
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Feature-rich versatility in a stream-
lined form. The TKPro is a high-perfor-
mance, plastic-free thermal Kanteen. 
With its integrated double-wall stain-
less steel cup and 360-degree pour-
through functionality, the TKPro fea-
tures our new TK Closure™ internal 
thread design which provides cutting 
edge thermal performance for both 

hot and cold beverages. Whether sip-
ping hot coffee miles from the nearest 
road or pouring ice cold cocktails in 
the heart of the city, the TKPro is your 
built-to-last solution. 
100% Plastic-Free 
Stainless steel and silicone construc-
tion. Electropolished 18/8 food-grade 
stainless steel interior doesn’t retain 

or impart flavors. 
• Stainless Steel Cup and Cap 
• Integrated double-wall construc-

tion cup. Twist and pour cap with 
360° pour-through design.  

Cup Capacity:  
• 16oz (0.5L): 7.3oz cup (216ml) 
• 25oz (0.75L) and 32oz (1 L): 10.3oz 

cup (305ml)  n

Klean Kanteen – Insulated TKPro 25oz (750ml)



Selk’bag Original 6G

The all-new Selk’bag Original 6G, now with 
extra-features, is designed for maximum  
mobility, comfort and warmth so you can 
journey, play or sleep just about anywhere.

Suitable for use outdoors in the UK any time 
of year.

Interested? 
Scan this QR code or visit  
www.selkbag.co.uk to 
learn more about the 
Selk’bag Original 6G.



16    FREE  LINE

Watercraft 
By Steve Briggs

Just a bloke behind a set of rods – or is it?



Watercraft
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W
a t e r c r a f t  – 
what is it? I 
guess many 
p e o p l e  w i l l 
have different 
views of what 

watercraft actually is, but we all have 
rods, reels, tackle and bait, and the 
watercraft part is what we do with all 
of those things to put a fish on the 
bank. It’s observation, location, bait 
placement and baiting strategy – it’s 
the stuff you can’t buy out of a packet 
or read in a magazine, the part that 
you have to do by yourself. Really it’s 
what sets anglers apart; it’s an old 
cliché but everyone can buy the bait 
and learn to tie the rigs that success-
ful anglers are using, but of course 
that doesn’t mean that you will catch 
as many fish simply because the suc-
cessful people have a lot more going 
on in their fishing, which we group 
together under the heading ‘water-
craft’. 

Some years ago I remember speak-
ing to a guy whose job it was to go 
around the country interviewing the 
well-known anglers of the time and 
finding out what made them ‘tick’. 
Two in particular that I can recall 
were Rod Hutchinson and Pete 
Springate, two of our very finest. 
There was an element of disappoint-
ment when he came away afterwards 
as he said that when he walked in to 
their swims it was just a ‘bloke sitting 
behind a set of rods’ like he was 
somehow expecting to see some-

thing different to what everyone else 
was doing. But of course their suc-
cess had little to do with their setup 
and much more to do with their 
thoughts and application, rather like 
Tiger Woods could lend you his golf 
clubs but it doesn’t mean you’re 
going to play like him. 

Some people will just be better 
anglers than others, but there’s noth-
ing to stop anyone improving their 
ability to find and catch carp; it often 

comes down to how much you want 
it. I’ve read just recently that water-
craft is an accumulation of knowledge 
over the years, and that the longer 
you fish, the better you will be, but I 
really don’t agree with that. I know 
some guys who have been fishing 
much longer than me and their water-
craft skills are almost nonexistent, 
whereas some young guys pick it up 
really quickly. Take young Alfie Rus-
sell; he’s not even sixteen yet as I 
write this, and yet he has an angling 
brain way beyond his young age and 
he already has an angling CV that any 
of us would be proud of. His water-
craft  ski l ls  haven’t  come about 
through years of experience, because 
he just hasn’t been around long 
enough yet. But he’s just got what it 
takes, and of course time can only 
help.  

I’ll be the first to admit that I don’t 
fish full-on 100% all the time I’m out 
on the bank; I believe that’s a recipe 
for short-term success, but very likely 
to cause burnout after a few years. 
Perhaps it’s why I’ve still got so much 
enthusiasm after all these years – 
because I do it on my own terms. 
There are definitely times when I’ve 

(Top)  Young Alfie Russell – he’s got 
what it takes! 
(Left)  Watching the Black Mirror! I 
had to raise my game on the Mere.
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Good watercraft and lots of effort saw me finally get my hands on the Black Mirror.

I found the fish right on the back of a strong southerly wind and had this 42lb mirror on the bank inside half an hour.
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had to raise my game though, and the 
one time that springs to mind, and 
one that most people could relate to 
was fishing for the Black Mirror on the 
Mere. To start with I’ll be the first to 
admit that I wasn’t on my game at all 
on there; I was too worried about get-
ting caught to fish properly, and there 
were other guys who really had their 
act together, who I really felt were 
going to catch the fish before me – 
which they did! With a lake so hard 
and so few chances I was never going 
to get anywhere like that, and the 
more I got in to it, the harder I began 
to work and the more everything 
started to fit together. Basically I 
worked out that there were very small 
windows of opportunity, which might 
only come up every couple of weeks, 
and being there at the right time was 
vitally important, but so was recog-
nizing when one of those opportuni-
ties was there. Putting in the hours 
did come in to it to some extent just 
because if an opportunity was missed 
then it would invariably be a long 
time before the next one presented 
itself. Lots of people get the hump 
about anglers who put in more time 
on the bank, and it can lead to more 
success, but there is a big difference 
between someone just sitting behind 
the rods and someone who is out 

there grafting! 
Anyway, I digress. The Mere was 

the toughest fishing I’ve done both 
physically and mentally, but over time 
I really did start to get in tune with 
the place. I started to find fish regu-
larly, which were only figments of my 
imagination previously, and I began 
to learn their habits and moods. There 
were some of the country’s finest 
anglers on there at the time, and I 
mean no disrespect to any of them 
when I say that towards the end I was 
finding the fish more regularly and 
getting them feeding more regularly 
than anyone else. They weren’t per-
haps in the spots where they were 
expected to be, but they were in the 

spots where I knew they would be. Of 
course it culminated in me catching 
the Black Mirror along with some of 
the other fish too. Don’t get me 
wrong; I’m not saying that I’m better 
than any of those guys because that’s 
not the case, but for that period I did 
have my act together, and I was fish-
ing at the top of my game and my 
watercraft was spot-on. 

Location 
Ok, we all know that location is one 

of the keys to success; if you find carp 
then you have a chance of catching 
them, but it goes deeper than that. It 
is also finding the areas where they 
want to feed and the areas where 
they will pick up a hookbait. Yes carp 
do follow the wind on many waters, 
but on others they like to be on the 
back of it or will stay in the areas 
where they feel safe. It sounds stupid 
to say, but just getting off your chair 
and looking can make such a big dif-
ference, and although we all know it 
there are so many people that don’t 
do it.  

My very first UK forty was a prime 
example of what I mean. I was after a 
fish that I believe was one of the best-
looking fish in the country at the time, 
and I’d put in a fair bit of time already 
with limited success. I was sitting in 
a swim that I thought was the best 
place to be, and I had all my baits pre-
sented well. I was alone on the lake 
until a friend wandered down for a 
look around. I’d sat there for ages 

(Top)  Looking down on the Grenville 
carp from one of the purpose-built 
platforms. 
(Below)  On the massive Lake Ontario 
we took to a plane to find the fish – 
and we found hundreds of them in one 
bay!
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with nothing happening, so I thought 
I’d reel in and take a wander too. 
When we got to the other side I spot-
ted a grey shape deep down in the 
water (my mate had missed it). As I 
looked harder I  saw a few more 
shapes gliding up and down the mar-
gins, and I raced back to my swim 
and packed up my gear to move 
around to where the fish were. Noth-
ing happened that afternoon but the 
next day I received one run and it was 
from the fish I most wanted, the Big 

Linear at over 40lb for the first time at 
40lb 6oz. I could relate several similar 
instances but that one is perhaps the 
most obvious one where the main 
factor in catching that fish was noth-
ing more than making the effort to 
actually walk around the lake and 
look for fish.  

The effort you put in to find fish is 
entirely up to you. Some people are 
up at 4am and watching the lake until 
the sun goes down while others will 
be in the bivvy reading a book or on 

social media for much of the day. It 
doesn’t take me to tell you which of 
those people is most likely to find and 
catch the fish! The more you watch 
carp and watch them feeding, the 
more you learn about the fish you are 
after. It isn’t always possible to see 
fish, but many times it is and perhaps 
just  one f ish showing brief ly  is 
enough to let you know where they 
are. A high vantage point certainly 
helps you to see much more, as does 
a good set of polarized glasses. Most 
people know about climbing trees to 
get a better look at what’s around, 
and there’s no doubt that it is a very 
good way of seeing the fish better. At 
Grenville Lake in Cambridge, Paul 
Ward has actually constructed plat-
form towers in each corner of the lake 
for anglers to use for scanning the 
lake, and I’ve spent plenty of time on 
those watching carp moving around 
which I couldn’t see from ground 
level. 

How far would you go? On a trip to 

(Top)  On a lake where several people 
can fish at the same time, I think 
watercraft often comes down to how 
much effort you are prepared to put in 
to get yourself on the fish. 
(Below)  Part of a big hit of fish when 
location and baiting strategies were 
spot on.
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Lake Ontario in the USA we took that 
whole concept on to a different level. 
Of course on a lake that is measured 
in square miles rather than in acres, it 
was going to be fairly futile climbing a 
few trees unless we could be sure 
that carp were in the area – which we 
weren’t. On that occasion we took the 
decision to hire a small Cessna plane, 
which could scan several miles of 
water in a relatively short time. We did 
indeed cover a great deal of water 
where we never saw anything, and 
then we came across one bay that 
was absolutely full of carp. We could 
actually see them from the plane as 
they swam across some shallow 
plateaus. Is that watercraft? Well, it 
was what was needed at the time to 
get us on the fish so it may be a bit ‘off 
the wall’ but not that much different 
in context to someone using a boat to 
cover miles of the Thames or other 
rivers looking for fish.  

As I’ve already mentioned just find-
ing carp isn’t always enough. There 
are places where I’ve found carp but 
they’ve never fed there and there are 
other spots where I’ve had to move 
baits just a metre or two to get things 
moving. I really don’t know why 
sometimes carp will feed on a certain 
area and yet totally ignore baits that 
are very close by? It is something that 
happens though, and the important 

thing is to realise that it’s going on 
and to change things around. Some 
people won’t realise that there’s any-
thing wrong and put it down to the 
fish not feeding or using the wrong 
bait. More failures to catch are put 
down to bait than anything else, and 
it’s an easy excuse but also a cop out. 
One thing I have noticed many times 
now, especially on heavily fished 
waters is that the carp seem to have 
some way of marking a hookbait. We 
will always get fish inspecting baits 
and sometimes getting away with it 
but what definitely happens on some 
lakes is that you will get nothing more 
than a few bleeps where the carp has 
rejected the bait. The bait and rig may 
appear perfectly ok, but it seems that 
no matter how long you leave that 
bait in place it’s very unlikely to get 
another pick up on it. But if you reel in 
and replace the hookbait and cast 
back to the same spot a take can fol-

low quite quickly.  
I don’t fully understand it but I do 

know that it’s something that hap-
pens, and it’s a case of being alert to 
what is going on around you. Anglers 
are very reluctant to blame them-
selves when they are not catching, 
but most times the answer lies with 
the angler. The ones who are good at 
it are quick to see when they are not 
getting it right and they change 
things around until they get it right. 
To me watercraft is a lot about that – 
the thoughts and efforts of the angler 
and to quote another much-used 
cliché – the harder I work the luckier I 
get! 

Bait and Baiting 
Strategies 

I’ve left this bit until last, but I really 
believe that using bait in the correct 
way is one of the biggest advantages 
that you can have. Too many people 
get caught up in the rig thing and 
think that it’s the rig that catches the 
fish. Maybe it does at times, but it’s a 
long time since I’ve gone down that 
route. My main priority when tying a 
rig is that it will land a fish when I 
hook it, but it’s the bait and the bait-
ing strategy that has hooked that fish 
for me. 

Using bait effectively is all part of 
watercraft. Having fished around the 
world for many years I do feel that UK 
anglers often don’t use as much bait 
as they could. If you can get fish feed-
ing and competing for food then they 
become more catchable. Prebaiting is 
something of a lost art in the UK. In 
many cases we aren’t able to bait 
swims because they are occupied or 
in many cases the rules don’t allow it. 

(Top)  I really believe that getting 
baiting strategies right is one of the 
biggest advantages you can have. 
(Below)  If you can get fish feeding 
and then competing for food then you 
are well on your way.
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But where there’s a will there’s a way, 
and bit of stroke pulling can work 
wonders. I have baited up swims in 
the middle of the night when no one 
knew I was doing it and perhaps with 
methods that weren’t allowed, but 
nothing was done to the detriment of 
the carp;  i t  was s imply to  help 
improve my results when I was actu-
ally fishing, so in my book that’s ok, 
and if no one sees it then no one is 
bothered. I know people who put in 
hundreds of miles just going and bait-
ing up spots while most other guys 
are snuggled up in their beds. It does-
n’t always work, but many times it 
does, and the guys who put in the 
effort are one step ahead of everyone 
else, so it’s no surprise when they 
catch more – it all  comes under 
watercraft to me. 

How much bait to use and where to 
put it? Well that’s the million-dollar 
question and every situation has a 
different answer. Back to the Mere 
again, and the answer was first to 

recognise the feeding areas and then 
bait fairly lightly and then just keep 
going back and observing the areas 
two or three times a day. Many times 
it didn’t work, and sometimes the bait 
would be there for anything up to ten 
days before being touched, but when 
the chance was there I knew it was 
possible to catch a carp. Other times 
you just need to go against the grain. 
It’s often the case that everyone on a 
water will fish in a similar way, espe-
cially if they have all been on there a 
while. How many times do you see it? 
Everyone casts out in the evening at 
the same time with 15 or 20 baits 
around each rod and then someone 
c o m e s  a l o n g  w i t h  a  d i f f e r e n t 
approach and takes it apart. On a 
small Colne Valley water it was like 
that, and I went on there with Rob 
Hughes. On his first night Rob put a 
lot of bait out, and it got as few tuts 
and frowns from the regulars, but that 
night Rob had the biggest common in 
the lake and another one that wasn’t 

far behind. It didn’t go down too well, 
but it was good angling in my book 
and good watercraft getting on the 
f ish and giving them what they 
wanted! 

As I said at the start, watercraft 
covers a lot of different things. Ok yes, 
it is about watching the lake and 
climbing trees, but it’s also about 
really thinking about what you’re 
doing and not just going through the 
motions or following other people. It’s 
about knowing or working out what is 
needed to get on the fish and then 
catch them. Some people are better at 
it than others, and there will always 
be a few that lead the way while the 
others struggle to come to terms with 
it all. But watercraft is something that 
we can all learn or acquire, and it 
often just comes down to hard work 
and being on the ball – or just a mat-
ter of how much you want it. You 
can’t buy it, and you can’t always 
teach it, but it is there for everyone – 
if you want it.  n

A nice mirror caught over a large amount of bait when I knew it was what they wanted.
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 Advertorial    Chronicle Fishing

Chronicle Fishing 

S
tarting this month in BC, 
Chronicle Fishing have 
g o t  t h e  p l e a s u r e  o f 
bringing you all the lat-
est news and stunning 
captures coming out of 

one of our very favourite carp lakes in 
Essex. The stunning and exclusive 
Bentley Fishery in Brentwood will be 
getting the Chronicle breakdown 
each month with all the best carp get-
ting their five minutes of fame in the 
mag. Bentley Fishery has been a little 
slow to get going this month, and I 
put this down to, in part, some very 
warm and inconsistent weather con-
ditions, combined with a high pres-
sure, all causing havoc across lots of 
lakes and making the fishing just a lit-
tle bit more difficult than usual. How-
ever during the second week in 
September, Bentleys has started to 
really find its feet with carp waking 
up all over the fishery, finding anglers’ 
nets and not to mention a good num-
ber of these carp being over the 20lb 
mark, which is very good to see.  

Starting with me, and after a good 
handful of overnight sessions later I 
managed to hook into a mint 20lb 
common early on in September. 
Meanwhile over in the Boat Swim, 

Jack Stewart on the same week found 
his new PB, a cracking mirror tipping 
the scales at 26lb 2oz, but he was not 
done there… He also found two other 
carp during his time at Bentleys, both 
weighing in at 22lb and 17lb – great 
skills and well done! To name a few 
other anglers that have had good 
results in September are Dean Hack-
ett, Dan Bowling and Joe Evans with 
Dean Hackett having the best session 
with three carp from the Boat Swim to 
just over 20lb. Finally, very, very, very 
early on in the month, some might 
even say late August, another stun-
ning mirror was banked by 
Rob Pocock, and I know it’s a 
cliché, but when they look 
l i k e  t h i s ,  w h o  n e e d s  a 

weight? (But it did come in at 24lb 
6oz!). Again well done to everyone! 
Keep up the great angling, and please 
don’t forget to send in any carp pic-
tures to bentleyfishery@outlook.com 
for a chance to get in our monthly 
catch report. Thanks for reading, and 
tight lines till October. For the entire 
up to date goings on at Bentley Fish-
ery  p lease  v is i t  the  websi te  at 
www.bentleyfishery.co.uk and if you 
would like Chronicle Fishing to help 
showcase your lake in Big Carp mag-
azine please visit www.chroniclefish-
ing.co.uk.  n

Kevin with a mint 20lb Bentley common.

Rob Pocock holding his stunning 24lb 6oz mirror.
Jack Stewart with his new PB, a Bentley stunner 
at 26lb 2oz.

September 2014 Lake Diary – Bentley Fishery, Brentwood, Essex By Kevin Goss
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Using the fishmeal & birdseed as a base, we have created an 
entire range of pre flavoured ufb’s. Some are brand new fla-
vours and combinations and some are old classic fan favour-
ites brought back and given a new lease of life. 

As with the fishmeal & birdseed ufb our flavoured ufb’s are fully 
compatible with our liquid feed range, thus keeping the amaz-
ing flexibility and customizations options offered by the ufb’s.

Flavoured 
range

15mm & 20mm

1.9kg £12.50
5kg    £26.00
10kg  £50.00  
25kg £112.50
50kg £225.00  

starmerbaits.com
eBay.co.uk/str/starmerltd
Amazon, search: starmerbaits
tel: 01268 690300
collection: call ahead.

Available from

UFB
ultimate feed boilies
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A Carper’s Path... 
Autumnal Reveal 
By Dave Little
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A
s a red cloak falls 
across our coun-
tryside, the transi-
tion between sum-
m e r  a n d  w i n t e r 
begins. The long 

days make way for the dark nights 
and nature readies itself for the test-
ing times ahead. With harvest from 
the fields coming in, autumnal noise 
and smells transpire. To see what will 
happen in the months ahead we need 
to revert back to where it all begins – 
spring!  

Sunlight scattering through our 
atmosphere increases every 24 hours 
as the 23 degree tilt of our planet 
pushes  our  hemisphere  c lose r 
towards the sun. After living in the 
shadow of the southern hemisphere 
more light transpires and nature can 
kick start itself once again. 

To understand what is going on 
under the surface and adapt tactics 
that will hopefully catch fish we will 
simply look back to where it al l 
began. At the beginning of every year 

this drowning of warmth heats the 
water’s surface. Life crawls from its 
sleepy slumber and appreciates the 
heat on its back like any English 
tourist would. 

“While it robs them of life, 
it tears away the veil and 
reveals the golden gem of 
beauty and sweetness. 
Beauty lurks in all the dim 
old aisles of nature, and 
we discover it at last.”  
 – Northern Advocate 

From there filled with enjoyment, 
as we know, everything in nature 
from swift to moorhen, rabbit to vole 
and stickleback to carp reproduce, 
and then grow and flourish in abun-
dance. Adding to this everything that 
is green grows in plenty – trees, fields 
and your lake’s or river’s own under-
water foliage. Yes weed such as Cana-
dian pondweed and hydrilla, milfoil 
and lily also take part in this evolution 
of life helping to nest, shelter and feed 

our freshwater fish. 
Of course let’s not sugar coat this 

underwater paradise… As we all 
know ‘there’s always a bigger fish’ 
and all wildlife lives looking over its 
shoulder. As the months fly past what 
was in abundance now reverts. From 
the flies and underwater bugs to the 
silver fish in numbers, all is taken to 
sustain the wealth of life. All plays out 
its part and eventually just like the 
surrounding trees and fields, decay-
ing leaf and cornfield fall and disap-
pear. Only the lucky ones survive this 
tussle. 

Autumn truly is a wonderful time in 
the carper’s calendar, and anybody 
who ventures out into the British 
countryside is of course hit with a 
cacophony of life and nature bowing 
in melody. The leaves fall and strew 
the ground where frosts will soon 
paint their icy, earth boots. Skies are 
filled with migrating birds, and the 
valleys they pass above are glowing 
the colours of a fire’s ember sat 
warmly radiating in place of stove. 

Mid-October result, and this mid-30s River Ouse fish falls to a well baited area.
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The lakes and rivers in between also 
sheen and shine as blue as the clear 
skies that mirror them. With every-
thing dying and decaying in the won-
derful realm of nature, then we actu-
ally see its worth and beauty. Please 
try not to miss out. 

Picture: 4 
As some of you may know (through 

the wonderful world of social media) I 
have taken a year away from my 

beloved river and have of late tested 
my wits on the windswept pits of the 
enigmatic St Ives complex. Good 
friend Tetley and I have watched 
intently and with growing curiosity 
the changes above and below the sur-
face of the mighty Lagoon from 
spring through to summer. It is a 
wonderful lake steeped in history, of 
course made famous by the Lady who 
once swam there but now only seems 

to haunt its banks. A couple of times 
it’s happened. Sitting quietly absorb-
ing the surroundings a  sudden 
breeze, the reeds rustling and sway-
ing, yet no surface movement on the 
water and in a moment it passes off 
down along the margin. Even more 
interestingly again, I watched on a 
warm summers day a tiny ‘V’ shape 
dance and whirl from the Bream’s 
swim, pass Little Dave’s and then 
directly towards the bank of the 
Lawns where I was patiently stand-
ing watch. It aimed straight at me 
and I gazed in wonder as this surface 
movement, rather like a perch chas-
ing its prey, glided right up to the 
shore in front. I stood wondering if 
something was going to hit me, like a 
lorry or something, then a moment 
later again a soft breeze came over 
me. I know – maybe too much wine! 

As Rob has asked this to be a tacti-
cal piece I will try my best to write 
what we have discovered and the 
chosen tactics we will try to develop 
in the coming months that will hope-
fully wet our nets. Of course your cho-
sen venue may be larger/smaller, 
deeper/shallower water and hopefully 
you have adapted your methods 
accordingly for the months ahead. 

Picture 6: 
It has been a bit of a ball ache on 

A telltale sign of the abundance of life in the Lagoon from a well pitted, gnawed 
and nibbled Force boilie.

Again a liberal baiting was rewarded with this most recent capture from the Lagoon.
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A glorious looking common from the secret lake in November, caught over a good kilo of red fishmeals.

the ‘Goon. Tough going is an under-
statement.  Of the few originals 
remaining, the one we are all hoping 
for has yet to put in an appearance. 
Most of our thoughts have been solely 
around catching this one fish. Known 
areas of captures have been fished 
hard, and after the last two years 
where the lake has seen little bait, 
this year’s instalment of anglers has 
seen more fish being caught. The reg-
ular bait entries by anglers have 
helped considerably, but looking at 
what amount of bait was inputted 
into the lake in recent years it’s prob-
ably nowhere near to what used to be 
seen. So with a two year lull of less 
bait  and f ish captures we have 
decided to up the input of bait and to 
also bait larger. After fishing a south-
westerly receiving swim I noticed 
recently the size of the water bugs 
and snai ls .  They had a l l  grown 
aplenty since spring and this is where 
I got to thinking the idea of larger 
mouthfuls.  

With a lake that is still alive with 
such vitality we have decided to bait 
larger, deeper areas to adopt a ban-
quet style in the hope the fish slips up 
harvesting over such an area. With 
the ever receding weed in the cooler 

Good friend Tetley with an autumn cracker also caught over a large bed of big 
baits.
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waters and hard fished areas, deep 
open water tactics will be our choice 
of approach. Which bait? Well for me 
it will have to be Madbaits Force 18-
20mm red fishmeals with a few added 
enticing ingredients to hopefully set 
those fishes’ taste buds alight. Bait I 
can see rolled from start to finish, 
(with added banter from the guys that 

work there whilst sinking a few gal-
lons of tea!) as can you, to be placed 
in those lovely deep silty channels 
ready for my return for the few nights 
a week I am able to manage these 
days.  

Matching cork-balls, rolled by Tet-
ley I must add, just helps to sit me 
lakeside happily fishing. Of course I 
will be watching the water plenty 
especially as the low sun sets west-
ward above St Ives and then after, my 
beloved River Ouse just next door, 
marries with the cool autumn night 
air and sends steaming pools of 

evening mist rolling over field and 
across the lake’s mirrored surface. A 
fish crashing out or a good wallow in 
the still of the night will be all it needs 
for my mind to wander to another 
area of the lake and to try at it again 
the next evening. It truly is a wonder-
ful time of year to be out on the banks, 
and hopefully the Lagoon will give up 
its largest resident soon to one of us. 
May your fishing be just as successful 
and that you also wrap mesh around 
an autumn bar of gold. While I can, a 
big thanks to all the ‘Gooners’. You 
have all made angling this year a frab-
jous  exper ience.  Here ’s  to  the 
autumn! Be lucky all.  n

(Above)  With naturals like this 
washing ashore’ it’s time to think big. 
(Right)  Ready to bait... The Force 
boilies. 
(Below)  The ‘Gooners’. 
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Fryerning Lake Diary

N
othing too fancy and nothing 
too clever from me in this 
September’s catch report – 
just two shopping list sized 
menus of huge carp to get 
the heart pumping and the 

eyes bulging out of their sockets, all speak for 
themselves. Both the Main Lake and Valleys 
this month have produced some of the best 
results I’ve had the pleasure of seeing since 
starting the diaries five months ago. Weights 
have been nothing short of spectacular, com-
plemented by plenty of huge smiles walking 
round the lake, all paired with stacks of Face-
book and Twitter statuses full of pictures of XL 
carp. I’m going to keep this write-up short and 
sweet as I  want to get a fourth picture 
squeezed onto this page, and I can only advise 

you to head over to the social media world and the Fryerning 
Fisheries website to see just what I’m talking about.  

Four members, four stunning and massive carp to get the juices 
flowing, starting with Phil Hemingway having a brilliant session 
catching three carp and managing to find the crown jewel of the 
Fryerning complex, The Gurm at an insane 51lb 8oz, and strangely 
enough his PB, but adding to this, Steve Dolby, Matt Hughes and 
Simon Scott all managed to leave their sessions 40lb carp better 
off, so well done boys! Also well done to every member that’s 
found themselves on the long main lake catch report list this 
September. The Valley faithful have produced quality as well as 
quantity again this month with more 20s than a Southend arcade 
machine, so if you’re a member on the Valleys, great work to all of 
you!  

Don’t stop hauling. For the entire up to date goings on at Fry-
erning Fisheries please visit the website at www.xlcarp.com and 
if you would like Chronicle Fishing to help showcase your lake in 
Big Carp magazine please visit www.chroniclefishing. co.uk.  n

Chronicle Fishing 
SEPTEMBER 2014 Lake Diary – Fryerning Fisheries, Ingatestone, Essex By Kevin Goss

Mat Hughes with the Woodcarving at 41lb 4oz.

Steve Dolby finding the Netted Fish at 44lb 8oz.

Phil Hemingway majestically holding the Gurm at 51lb 8oz. Simon Scott with one of four carp caught, the Pretty One at 33lb 2oz.
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Autumnal 
Angling 
By Ed Betteridge

October dawn.
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W
h e n  t h e 
leaves turn a 
golden brown 
and eventu-
ally descend 
f r o m  t h e i r 

lofty abode, many anglers believe cer-
tain things about carp fishing: 1) all 
carp are up for a big pre-winter feed 
and 2) it’s the time of year to bank a 
proper chunk! From my experiences, 
one of these statements holds more 
sway than the other, but they are both 
dependant on the water that is being 
fished. 

In my opinion heavy baiting tactics 
in autumn are having less of an effect 
than they did a few years ago. I did 
four autumn campaigns (well, more 
l i k e  t h r e e  a n d  a  p a r t  o n e )  o n 
Stoneacres, and I was a lot more suc-
cessful in the autumn over less bait 
than I caught over in the summer. In 
the summer months I was catching 
regularly over 5kg of boilies, yet come 
the autumn the fish seemed less hun-
gry and a smaller offering was often 

the better option to nick a bite. There 
were a few probably reasons for this: 
the lake was busier and more bait 
was going in on the “pre-winter feed 
up” premise, but from what I had seen 
the fish were actually eating less and 
not more. Because everyone can use 
b o a t s  o n  S t o n e y  s p o t s  c a n  b e 
checked to see the areas you are fish-
ing on, and there were a few areas 
where the bait had remained uneaten 
for a few weeks and the spots had 
gone mouldy! I tried fishing on one of 
these areas after cleaning all the gone 

off bait with my landing net, but the 
mould spores must have remained 
present because my fresh bait turned 
in a matter of hours and gained a 
3mm halo of mould growth around it 
after less than a day.  

These areas on Stoney had been 
previously productive for me and did-
n’t do another fish for the rest of the 
autumn until the mould and bacteria 
had exhausted the food supply and 
the cold winter halted their survival. 
This was proof enough to me that far 
too much bait was going in for what 

(Top)  Misty damp mornings are a 
common sight in autumn. 
(Below)  Bitemark was the result of a 
successful autumn campaign.
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the fish wanted. I had a feeling that 
t h e  s a m e  w a s  h a p p e n i n g  o n 
Christchurch in the autumn I did on 
there. Again I was catching over good 
quantities of bait in the summer, 
putting in up to 8kg per night to feed 
the dense stock. But as the leaves fell, 
the action got slower, and going spots 
stopped producing fish. I was sure 
that the going spots had been over-
baited and turned into mouldy humps 
of rotting bait. I know the theory that 
gone off boilies will pop up to the sur-
face, and I have seen this on a number 
of waters in the past. However not all 
bacteria produces mass amounts of 
gas as a by-product and from my days 
working in a Micro-Biological Lab I 
knew that different organisms need 
different condition to survive, and as a 
result produce different by-products 
such as acids instead of gas.  

So it really depends on which 
anaerobic bacteria or mould attacks 
the bait as to whether it stays put on 
the lakebed or floats up to the surface 

(Left)  A mid-30 from Irchester in 
November. 
(Below)  The Irchester carp were so 
switched on to my bait that they 
virtually ignored all others.
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and drifts into the edge. I believe tem-
perature has a lot to do with this as 
most bait that I have seen float up 
tends to do so in the warmer summer 
months, which again is an indication 
to the type of bacteria that is attack-
ing it, because different bacteria 
thrive in different temperature bands. 
Subsequently, to look at this from an 
angling point of view, this can add 
credence to the big autumn feed-up 
theory. If uneaten, gone off bait is 
popping up in a lake in summer, then 
the anglers know that it isn’t being 
eaten and will back off on their bait-
ing campaigns, yet if higher amounts 
are put in at the back end of the year, 
and there are not signs in the margins 
that it is not being eaten, then it is 
easy to assume that the bait is getting 
troughed by the carp in their feed-up 
for winter. Yet in actual fact there 
could be a pile of uneaten bait in the 
swim that is being attacked by a non-
gas emitting bacteria so that the bait 

(Left)  A new PB common in 
November, the big girls were on the 
feed. 
(Below)  All the hard work paid off 
with a Burghfield 40.
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will remain in place! 
When I  caught Bitemark from 

Stoneacre, I banked her from a less 
common area over ¾ of a kilo of 
boilies. When I rechecked the spot the 
following day only a few boilies had 
been eaten before I got the bite. Half 
of boilies that remained and stayed 
there for the rest of the session, and in 
fact it remained untouched for at least 
another four to five weeks, turning the 
whole area mouldy with a visual hue 
emitting from the surrounding bot-
tom.  

I’ve fished other waters where the 
big autumnal feed-up just does seem 
to happen as wel l , yet I ’m long 
enough in the tooth to remember 
w h e n  m o s t  w a t e r s  s e e m e d  t o 
respond to heavier baiting at this time 
of year. I have a few theories on why 
this might be the case, and they kind 
of go hand in hand to a degree. The 
first one is because of the abolition of 
the closed season; carp angling is all 
year round these days, which means 
that the fish are getting the anglers’ 
bait for an extra three months of the 
year, meaning that they aren’t as hun-

gry come autumn and already near 
their optimum weights in September 
so they don’t have the natural urge to 
feed heavily after the first frost.  

Another theory is based on a simi-
lar premise, but it is more to do with 
the higher quality of bait that is intro-
duced. 20 years ago the average 
boilie that was being used was a lot 
lower in protein and general nutrients 
compared to the baits that go in 
today, plus I’m sure a hell of a lot more 
boilies get used now that it’s mass 
produced. When I had just spent two 
hours making up a six-egg mix I was-
n’t going hammer it all in at once, but 
now a kilo (or kilo and a bit) of bait is 
dispensed without a second thought 
to many – I realise it is easier for me to 
say as a sponsored angler, but I used 
to buy a fair amount of bait before I 
got my deals. My third theory is that 
the weather is milder these days. As I 
tap away on the keyboard it is Octo-
ber and the coldest night I know of 
this autumn was above 5°C. From 
what I remember a couple of decades 
ago we always used to have a couple 
of frosts in September, which now 

seem to be rare. It fact I think it was 
the year before last that we had 30°C 
in October! My point to this is that if 
the temperatures aren’t dropping like 
they used to then the naturals are sur-
viving a lot longer, which means the 
carp don’t rely on our bait as much to 
get them up to top weight for the 
winter. 

I have however caught well on a 
couple of contrasting waters by heav-
ily baiting in the autumn, but I believe 
that my results were down to circum-
stance rather than a big feed-up. The 
first water was Irchester… I don’t 
think it was the pre-winter feed-up 
that did it for me; I had baited heavily 
throughout my first summer on the 
water, mainly fishing over a few kilos 
of boilies per night. I caught a couple 
of f ish on this tactic, but I soon 
realised it wasn’t the best way to 
catch in the warmer months on the 
lake. But I wanted to keep the bait 
going in on the productive spots so I 
kept baiting on the heavier side. If the 
lake was quieter I would have fished 
over a lot less bait and baited up 
when I left, but on a busy lake I didn’t 

An upper 30 from the last week in October from Burghfield.
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think that this was fair on the other 
syndicate members. So I took the 
gamble and scarified the best method 
in the summer to put myself in with a 
good chance of catching later on. The 
main reason I did this was because I 
was using a bait that wasn’t yet on 
the market so I knew I would be the 
only one reaping the rewards.  

The gamble really paid off, because 
by September they were searching 
out my bait above anyone else’s. 
Through that one month I received 25 
bites in four sessions, from three dif-
ferent swims, which is probably over 
a quarter of the lake’s stock! Just 
looking at my results alone it could be 
seen as proof of a feed-up for the win-
ter, but I think I am right in saying 
that in that time only a couple of other 
fish were banked by the rest of the 
syndicate, which proves it was purely 
that the fish wanted the bait that I 
was using, and they were not feeding 
notably heavier than in other months; 
it was just that they were picking out 
the bait that I was on in preference to 
the rest. 

The other instance was on Burgh-
field last September, October and 
November. As soon as the weather 
dropped cooler the fish pushed out to 
a certain zone, and by heavily baiting 
I was able to get them used to check-
ing out a spot for bait. I kept the bait 
going in; the fish continued to visit 
the area, and because no one else 
was fishing week in week out with 
large amounts of bait in the area, I 
was able to reap the rewards. Again I 
don’t think they were feeding any 
heavier than they were in August; it’s 

just that they were more concen-
trated in a zone, and I was able to cre-
ate a feeding area that they liked 
within that zone. 

Therefore, I don’t really believe that 
there is a big autumnal feed-up like 
there used to be, or at least not on the 
waters that I fish, which tend to be 
circuit waters that receive a fair bit of 
angling attention and plenty of bait. 
However, I’m willing to concede that 
this is different from water to water, 
and I daresay that rarely fished or 
lightly baited waters, especially if it 
still has a close season, may well still 
be applicable to the big feed-up that 
was more evident 20 years ago. But 
this is not to be confused with heavy 
baiting in the correct areas or of the 
correct bait type that I mentioned ear-
lier in this piece.  

The other theory that seems to be 

associated with autumn is that the 
big fish seem to make an appearance. 
Now this is something that I do think 
holds sway in modern carp fishing. A 
number of my bigger fish have been 
caught in September, October and 
November, which can’t be a coinci-
dence. Spring seems to be the time 
where most fish get caught, from the 
period between the middle of April 
until spawning time, and a lot of the 
known fish tend to grace the banks as 
the water warms from the winter. It’s 
what I call silly season where multiple 
captures are possible, even on the 
toughest waters, yet I find that on 
most lakes that I have fished that the 
action is a lot slower in autumn yet 
the bigger girls still get caught.  

Thinking back to my time on Linch 
Hill, I went through my and others’ 
catch records and I worked out that a 
proper chunk (the biggest 10% of the 
stock) would turn up in one in every 
10-12 fish banked in the spring, yet 
that ratio was down to one in three to 
four in September and October. My 
catch rates reflected this too: in 
spring on Stoneacre I averaged a fish 
per night most springs, yet that ratio 
fell to one every three nights at the 
back end of the year. But every bite 
was much more electric because 
there was a much bigger chance of a 
season defining lump dropping its 
guard. I hate losing fish at any time of 
year, but if one fell off the hook in 
autumn I would be gutted because I 
knew there was a high chance of it 

(Top)  As the leaves start to drop, do 
the carp get their heads down? 
(Left)  A grey autumnal morning
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being a good one. 
The only reason I can think of for 

this ratio change is that the bigger 
fish need to feed a little longer to sus-
tain their  weights, whereas the 
smaller fish can afford to slow down 
for the winter a little earlier. This was 
certainly true of Choco, the biggest 
resident in Stoneacre. Choco was 
often amongst the last few fish to get 
caught in autumn and one of the first 
to make an appearance in the spring. 
This wasn’t the case each year, but he 
was banked often enough in October 
and March to prove to me he needed 
at little more sustenance to maintain 
his weight. 

I can’t finish off an autumnal piece 
without mentioning certain times 
within autumn that throw out a few of 
the chunks. I realise that I have men-
tioned moon phases a couple of times 
in my writing in the past, but I really 
think that the autumnal full moons 
are amongst the best times to bank a 
target fish. It kind of depends how 
they fall within the calendar, and how 

a water fishes in certain months, but 
the September, October and Novem-
ber full moons can often trip a chunk 
up. I remember one year on Stoneacre 
where Choco went nearly a full year 
without a capture and then slipped 
up on both the September and Octo-
ber full moons. It depends from water 
to water and a little on the weather 
conditions, but I always used to 
notice a spike in big fish captures in 
the catch report weeklies a couple of 
weeks after an autumnal full moon. 
Now that the Internet and Facebook 
is the main report medium, this spike 
is much more easily noticeable.  

Another autumnal trigger to watch 
out for is the autumnal equinox, 
which is the day that the hours of 
daylight and darkness are exactly the 
same. This is usually between 20th 
and 23rd September. The Bitemark 
capture that I mentioned earlier was 
on this night, which in 2009 was on 
the 21st September. This year, a day 
before the equinox I photographed a 
49lb 8oz common that was 3lb above 

its previous all-time high weight. 
Nature just seems to know what time 
of year it is, and I’m sure a lot of that 
is down to daylight hours as much, if 
not more so than temperature. I men-
tioned earlier about how mild it has 
been in September; in fact I think I 
r e a d  s o m e w h e r e  t h a t  i t  i s  t h e 
warmest on record, yet the trees are 
still shedding their leaves in the same 
way they do each year. I think the 
mild weather can prolong things a lit-
tle, but nature needs to work in cycles 
and carp are no different; they will 
still respond to certain seasonal trig-
gers. 

All in all autumn is a fantastic time 
to be out on the bank; it is when the 
f i sh  are  at  the i r  natura l ly  h igh 
weights, and the longer the year 
wears on the darker  and r icher 
coloured the fish get. 

 I really enjoy my autumn angling; 
the only shadow that falls over it is 
the shortening days and the pending 
bleakness of winter. But I suppose it 
will soon be spring!  n

A recent fish in its autumn colours.
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A Burghfield 40 about to be returned from October last year. (unused picture)
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Lured by the 
Leybourne Leneys 
By Mark Webster

W
h e r e  t o  g o 
w i t h  t h i s 
one? I  have 
been staring 
a t  a  b l a n k 
s h e e t  o f 

paper for over an hour now thinking 
of how I can pick out the good times 
from the bad, as there have been 
times when this pit has brought me to 
the brink of a bankside breakdown. 
Well, I could sit here all night looking 
at this paper so I am just going to 
scribble away and tell it how it is. And 
there is no better way than taking you 
back to the start. 

Well it all started with me bagging 
my last target from a water, and by 
pure coincidence a fella came to pick 
his bait up the same day. He arrived 
with a handful of photos and dropped 
them down in front of me. I began 

flicking through them, and my eyes 
were popping out over what I was 
seeing. It was cheese after cheese – a 
fist full of bangers, some of which 
were the nicest carp I had ever seen. 
I placed the photos back down in 
front of him with a big grin on my face 
and said, “Who do you have to bum to 
get in there then?” He just laughed 
and said, “No bumming required, just 
a five-year wait.” My smile turned to a 
frown at the thought of waiting five 
years! He gave me a nudge and said, 
“Give me a couple of photos and 
you’re in, Marky boy.” I was buzzing. I 
rubbed my hands together  and 
weighed him in the readies. I did no 
more than rip two photos out of my 
album, cut my head out of them and 
passed them over, not even giving it a 
second thought of how I was going to 
get to the lake, as I was a non-driver 

then. 
But to be fair I didn’t care – I just 

had to have that ticket! My pal and I 
decided to have a nut round on the 
Friday after work to eyeball the place. 
On our arrival I gazed across the pit 
and s it wasn’t very big, but an awk-
ward shape like a big triangle, and 
about 170 yards to the middle, which 
was well out of my casting range, as I 
was still armed with my 2¼ Harrisons. 
I could only hit a hundred yards with 
them if I had the wind behind me! So 
I felt under-gunned straight away, a 
bit like a new boy at school to be hon-
est. Although I was still a young bod 
surrounded by older boys, I wasn’t 
going to let it deter me, and to my sur-
prise everyone I bumped into on my 
first walk round seemed to know who 
I was, so I fitted straight in, which 
was well handy. To top that, in this 

First blood from my new adventure! I thought you boys said it was full of commons!
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shallow corner were a couple of 
plateaus. I shimmied up a tree and 
got a glimpse of my first group of carp 
no more than twenty yards out, and 
amongst them was the Big Girl, a 
mid-forty common. I thought, drink 
up, no need for long-range gear on 
here – I’ll catch them out of the edge. 

My first session fell the next week – 
not much of a session, really just a 
quick work overnighter. Within an 
hour of setting up I had a swim full of 
people, and we all ended up getting 
nutted. I was the only one to get a 
bite; it was my first bite and it ended 
up being a 15lb bream. Not what I 
had hoped for, but the state us boys 
were in, it was a miracle just to get a 
bite! Although I went to work gutted 
that I didn’t fish properly, it felt good 
to get in with the local boys, and I had 
managed to sort a lift for the Friday 
after work for a weekend session, 
which was well handy. 

After work on Friday we flew down 
there, and on our arrival found the 
lake was ramped right out. I was gut-
ted, but the lake next to it was empty 
so we dropped on there for a night in 
the hope that swims would be avail-
able the next day. I managed to bag a 
24lb linear that night, and knowing 

the lake was stuffed with twenties I 
did not bother photographing – I just 
slipped it back. I later found out that 
the lake only had four mirrors in there 
that never get caught – what are the 
chances of that? 

The next day we had a mooch 
round the big lake to see if there were 
any signs of people packing up, but it 
wasn’t to be; it seemed that everyone 
was dug in for the weekend so my pal 
and I decided to pack up and go out 
on the piss instead. He ended up 
moving onto another water after that, 
and I couldn’t put the time I needed 
in, so I dropped out that season and 
stayed local. But by the time my 
ticket was ready to be renewed, I had 
passed my test and was on the road 
and had high hopes from the coming 
season. 

I decided to bait a corner swim that 
didn’t seem to get much pressure. It 
was perfect for me; I still didn’t have 
long-range gear as I had spent all my 
savings getting a car and insurance. It 
seemed to pay off, as I managed to 
bank my first carp on my second 
night – a nice mid-twenty mirror. I fol-
lowed it up that week with a couple of 
upper double commons. So my hunch 
was paying off, but by payday Friday I 

had realised that it was actually cost-
ing me more money to fish it than I 
was actually earning. Something had 
to give, so I decided to do one work 
overnighter and the weekends to cut 
the costs down. 

Although, it had left me with a bit 
of money in my pocket, it didn’t do 
my angling any good, as I drew a 
blank for the next two weeks. It just 
was not working out – the only solu-
tion was to hit it hard one week and 
sit back the next. So that’s what I did, 
and it brought me instant success on 
my third overnighter that week. I hit 
the jackpot and braced up with the 
Big Mirror and the Rare Linear as part 
of a double take! After rummaging 
through my rucksack I realised I had 
left  my sacks at  home – proper 
schoolboy error. It was four in the 
morning, two lumps in the net and no 
one on the lake. There was only one 
pal I could call at that time and it was 
me old mate Wallace, and being the 
top bloke he is, he agreed to come 
and take some pics. He had to go and 
photograph a fish for Marshy first so 
wouldn’t be down to the pond till 6. I 
rolled a celebratory smoke and sat 
there next to the net. 

After my third work overnighter I 

Floppy Tail from the shallows on my tenth work nighter on the bounce. After rubbing hard she rolled in the net and all was 
forgotten.
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Another Leybourne scaly that fell to a big patch of bait, one of three bites in a mad half hour.

White Tips, another chunk and one of four boilie munchers in an afternoon. Who said “You’ll only catch ‘em on hemp and 
corn”?



CARPING AFTER-CUT
At last, the third book from the UK’s most prolific catcher, Jim Shelley.
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documents Jim’s fishing over the last few incredible years. No one comes within
light years of Jim’s captures over this time with numerous 50-pluses from some

very testing venues and a shed full of backup 30s and 40s.

Here is what Jim 
had to say…
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here, ‘Carping AFTER-
CUT’, after spending
hundreds of hours
writing it bankside.
Come join me in the
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detailing my highs and
lows over the last few
years, starting from
Charnwood, Ellis,
Dinton, Fen, Swavesey,
Woolpack, Bayeswater,
Sutton, Buchan plus
some poaching for good
measure.
Like ‘Carping RE-CUT’,
there will be plenty
going on to keep you
gagging for more.”

£35.00 plus £3.00 post UK

Buy it here with paypal: www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk
or pay by card on our ORDER HOTLINE 01252 373658

Order NOW – don’t delay! This book will sell out fast, as the print run was only
3,000 copies. Carping Re-Cut sold out, and secondhand copies are now £100!!
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My target fish the mighty Chocolate. She flat rodded me at 120 yards and battled hard. When I finally landed her I let out a 
scream that woke up the whole valley. 

This mighty old common disturbed a night’s tench fishing. My heart was in my mouth playing it on 6lb line and a size 12 
Super Specialist.
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must have been lacking in sleep as 
that smoke knocked me out and I fell 
asleep on the floor and woke to a big 
splash. When I looked my landing net 
handle was poking out of the lake my 
heart sank. I remember scrambling to 
the net and frantically pulling the net 
towards me thinking they’d both 
escaped. As I looked in the net the big 
mirror had gone, but the linear was 
still there. Gutted in a way, but I was 
glad I had the scaly one, as it is the 
nicest looking fish I have ever caught! 
True to his word my mate rocked up 
at six to take the photos. As I laid it on 
the mat and pulled the mesh apart, I 
saw his jaw drop – it was breathtak-
ing! We both just knelt there and 
gazed in awe at her beauty. It felt like 
I was floating at work all that day; I 
was on a proper high. I didn’t catch 
anything that following night, so in 
the morning, I let them have it and put 
out 5kg of bait and hoped I could drop 
back in that night for the weekend. 

Luckily for me when I arrived after 
work my swim was empty and I left a 
couple of signs in there to see if any-
one had been there that day, but 

nothing had been moved or touched. 
I put a few more pouchfuls of bait 
over my spots, set my camp up, and 
was just about to flick my rods in 
when I heard my name get called out. 
When I looked it was my mate Del 
waving beers across to me, so I left 
my rods in and went round for a 
social. It ended up being a messy one, 
smoking and drinking, and before I 
knew it, the light was dropping. I 
bade my mate farewell and made my 
way back to my swim. 

As I arrived I could see a fish sheet-
ing up on my spot. I quickly dug an 
ounce lead out my bag and flicked my 
rig past the bubbling and drew it 
back. I felt it down and it landed right 
in amongst the bubbles. I remember 
slacking my line off slightly and trying 
to clip the bobbin on. As I did the line 
pulled tight in my hand and I was 
away. It ended up being a little fat 
dumpy common of 30lb. I called my 
mate up to come and take some pics, 
he was in disbelief he said, “You can’t 
have caught one – you have only 
been gone five minutes!” In his 
drunken state he managed to get one 

good photo out of the ten he took, and 
I slipped her back. That was my only 
bite all weekend, and I had a week 
away the following week. Unfortu-
nately after having that fish, word 
went around, and by the t ime I 
returned the following week my swim 
was like a mud bath; it had been 
hammered. I didn’t manage to get 
back in there for over two months; it 
was stitched right up! Over the 
course of those two months I strug-
gled my arse off but could not buy a 
bite for love nor money. 

I finally managed to get a swim 
going that was choked with weed 
that badly that everyone was avoid-
ing it. I managed to find a couple of 
drops in close and bait it for a week 
without anyone slugging me up. My 
first night in there fell on a Monday, 
and I had instant success – I bagged 
a fish called the Floppy Tail. I was 
well buzzed up, I followed it up over 
the next couple of nights with two 
twenties and an upper double. After 
work on Friday, I got down there and 
the swim had gone; it seemed as 
though there were eyes everywhere 

The Fanny Mouth… After a social with my pals I went around and flicked my rods in. I didn’t have time to clip my bobbins on 
before it was away! I do love to take the piss!
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on this place. You couldn’t do any-
thing without being clocked, and I 
didn’t even fish in the end. I just 
turned around and went home. 

I returned on the Monday morning 
hoping the fella was going home, but 
found out he was waiting for his mate 
to come down, who was jumping in 
there until Wednesday. This place 
was soul destroying! I wandered 
around the lake, and to my surprise a 
guy was packing away in a swim. It 
was a gap in between a stump and an 
island, and the wind was pumping in 
there. It just looked right, so I decided 
to jump in there for the day. I man-
aged to find three nice drops and 
scattered a kilo of boilies over the 
area. They had only been out an hour 
and it rocked off and turned out to be 
one of the oldies, a proper common 
called Little Pecs. I followed it straight 
up with a mirror known as Spod Spill 
– it was a pukka brace. I managed 
two more twenty commons that day 
too and lost an absolute cheese at the 
net. 

As you can imagine that swim got 
sewn up for weeks as well. I had got 
the hump with the rat race by now 
and decided to put a bit of time in on 
another water  I  had joined and 

returned there in the winter when it 
was quieter. It ended up being a 
wrong move, as this pit was a hellhole 
in the winter. It didn’t do a bite for 
over four months apart from the odd 
tench! The only plus side to doing the 
winter on there was getting some 
spots established ready for when they 
did wake up, as most people wait to 
hear if anything is coming out before 
dusting their rods off. I wanted to be 
in front of that door before the horse 
had bolted! 

It started well; the lake kicked off in 
mid-March, and I managed to bag 
three carp in the two night sessions. I 
was bagging the odd fish here and 
there, all the way up until June, and by 
that time I had sorted some new toys 
out, treated myself to some big guns, 
which opened up my angling, as I was 
able to start working the long-range 
spots. I was down the pond every 
night by this time, spodding out a 
bucket of bait to this mound at 120 
yards. It used to take me three hours 
to bait up every night after work, and 
I was fishing Wednesday nights and 
the weekends. By this time I was 
spending every penny I earned on 
petrol, food and bait, and I didn’t have 
a pot to piss in. It seemed this lake 

had taken over my entire life, but I 
was getting in amongst ‘em and I was 
fixated by the place; nothing else 
seemed to matter. It was taking its toll 
though, the poor lifestyle, being over-
worked, living on fast food, beer and 
smoking like a chimney coupled up 
with lack of sleep was like I was in 
self-destruct mode. Within a week I 
hit the highs and lows and crumbled. 

The week started well with two 
30lb commons, then on my fourth 
night I was given my chance of finally 
landing one of the mighty three, a fish 
called the Bullet. I battled this fish 
hard for over twenty minutes, nearly 
netted it twice, and then it took off, 
ploughed through a weedbed and 
snapped me out. I was sick to my 
stomach; I remember sitting on my 
bedchair the following overnighter 
staring out at the lake, and I had a 
wish weed land in my hand. I blew it 
up in the air and prayed for the 
Chocolate Common, as it was my tar-
get fish that night. I got plagued with 
bream and bagged over ten at over 
12lb to 16lb 3oz, then just as it was 
breaking light I got a ripping take on 
my left hand rod, which was placed 
long over the back of my spot. 

It just kept stripping line, and it 

Crinkle Tail… After a night of tench and bream I finally got what I was after and another old warrior was in the bag.
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Little Pecs on the five-in-a-day session. I would have been happy with five in a season.

The night of ten double figure bream! Then it rocked off and I found myself cuddling one of the lake’s OAP’s. She doesn’t look 
bad considering she’s over 60 years old. 
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Caught stalking on a quick walk around.

Spod Spill – five fish in a day.
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The other side.

 I was playing two at once, and the result was this rare old linear and the big ghost. My jaw hit the floor when I pulled the 
sack back on this one – simply breathtaking!
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finally hit the top about 200 yards out 
across the pond. I thought there was 
no getting it back. I just kept hanging 
on, battling it, but it just wouldn’t give 
up. I finally netted a big ball of weed 
and was kneeling down and ripping it 
through to try and find the fish. I 
came across the dorsal and as soon as 
I saw it, I knew it was her. I could feel 
my heart pounding as I leapt up and 
let out a screen that woke the whole 
valley, so much so that the fella on the 
other side of the lake thought I was 
having a tear up! I can’t remember 
much after waddling over to the mat 
with her; I was so caught up in the 
moment, and it is all a blur apart from 
the shakes – I couldn’t stop shaking! 
It didn’t stop till I got to work – it was 
probably the biggest angling buzz I 
had ever had. As you can imagine 
boys, I was well slugged up at the 
weekend! 

I got there after work on Friday to 
find not just anyone but one of my 
pals dug in my swim (fuming!). So I 
decided to go a few swims down and 
fish two rods long to a slope 145 yards 

out, which was a proper mission as 
the winds have to be just right. I man-
aged to slash two hookbaits out there 
but couldn’t hit it with the spod 
through a crosswind, so I decided to 
bait a spot in the short at about 20 
yards. I had nothing the first night 
and decided to pull my rods in that 
afternoon and pop up to the shops for 
more supplies.  

On arriving at my car, I saw my 
windscreen had been popped down 
one side. It seems a bit of green-eyed 
jealous monster didn’t like me getting 
in amongst the fish! What happened 
to a good old pat on the back? I don’t 
know boys, but it is what it is. My car 
was an old banger so I wasn’t fussed 
to be honest. 

I got back from the shops to find 
the wind had picked up and turned, 
blowing right into my face, which 
means the long spot was unhittable 
and I just couldn’t reach it. I flicked 
my close in rod out, put a couple of 
spods over the top and hung the other 
rods up, hoping the wind would die 
down later. I was just sat there as I 

saw this big bow wave go charging 
off up the lake. It felt like a real weird 
fight, and I sort of had half an idea of 
what fish I had hooked but kept trying 
to block it out of my mind. Then 
finally I was going to get a glimpse – 
it was the big girl, a fish called the 
Patch.  

I remember nearly netting it first 
time, but she is really long and I 
couldn’t quite get her in. She turned 
and went back out in the lake as she 
hit the top. She rolled on the line and 
popped the hook out. I just stood 
there in disbelief for a couple of sec-
onds while it sunk in, then I blew my 
top, and no doubt you have all done it, 
boys! I kicked my gear all round my 
swim, threw it all on the barrow and 
stomped off home. I had finally crum-
bled… That was a fair few years ago 
now, and I haven’t fished the place 
since. I renewed my ticket again this 
year though, so I might go back for 
my revenge and finally try and close 
the chapter. If I do, I will make sure to 
come back here and share it with you. 

Till then… tight lines, chaps. n

FISHING 
RESORT

https://naxiresa.inaxel.com/etape1-criteres.php? 
compte=iktus&lang=2 
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2014, Can it Get  
Any Better? 
By Paul Rudd (www.denhambaits.co.uk )

31lb 8oz from the summer.
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S
ince launching our range 
of baits in 2012 and the 
success that followed in 
the following year, 2014 
was going to take a lot of 
living up to. Thankfully it 

has exceeded all expectations with 
not only the amount of bait we sell 
but the sheer number of big carp fre-
quently caught on it. With the help of 
some very good and successful 
anglers Denham Baits has firmly 
established itself in the difficult carp 
bait market, despite being continually 
slated (a local firm who think that by 
belittling us that they will get our 
business!) I presume that is just a hint 
of jealousy.  

We don’t directly sponsor any 
anglers and so everyone who uses our 
bait does so by spending their own 
hard earned money. By just producing 
good carp catching baits and not 
doing it with false claims and gim-

micks we have seen some great 
anglers have the best ever seasons 
they’ve ever had, and that’s saying 
something with the quality anglers 
we have in our team.  

Starting with, in our opinion one of 
the best out there, Ian Warner. Ian 
spent the winter on a little weedy 
Cambs syndicate. Just into January, 
using the Element-L Ian helped him-
self to one of the A-team in the shape 
of a stunning clean fish called Twin 
Scale, which went just under the 
magic forty pound number, which he 
braced with a cracking 28lb’er. These 
were the first bites from the lake since 
the start of November, and you can 
guess who had those too! 

My own fishing was slow to get 
starting in 2014; I had obtained a 
ticket on a venue that I was really 
looking forward to fishing. It used to 
have good winter form, as I’d fished 
there about fourteen years previously, 

but this year it yielded little; in fact it 
was mid April before it did a bite off 
the bottom. And not being a foam 
chucker, I was surely missing out! 
The main reason for it fishing badly 
during winter, I believe is zig rigs. As 
soon as the winter takes hold fewer 
anglers put bait in and more start 
chucking bits of foam about. I’m cer-
tainly not knocking their effective-
ness, but the lack of bait going in to a 
venue through winter, especially in 
late autumn, seems to have a detri-
mental effect on the fishing, and lakes 
seem to shut up shop totally. If the 
bait still goes in regularly then the 
carp still look for it. It’s a shame really 
as it used to be a great winter venue, 
and could be again if the bait still 
went in! 

During February Ian Warner kept 
up his fine of form with numerous 
captures from the Cambs lake, which 
included a good number of thirties 

A very happy Chris Chapman with his first English forty from a weedy Cambs pit.
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and two of the A-team at 38lb and 
44lb respectively. Then at the start of 
March Ian left there to start his spring 
campaign on Conningbrook, in Kent.  

Another angler who was catching 
regularly was Paul Cooper. Paul is Mr. 
Consistent and a very good angler. 
Paul sent me through some pictures 
of a few winter thirties he caught 
whilst using the Element-L, which we 
were testing at the time. It did a num-
ber of good autumn and winter fish 
right from the off and we released it 
during the summer once we were 
totally happy with it, after it had been 
out with various team members since 
the previous summer.  

My highlight of February was when 
I took my lad, Tyler, over to the lake 
one sunny, cold Sunday afternoon for 
a walk about when one of the bailiffs 
was there catching the carp from the 
stock pond to put in to the main lake. 
All of the carp in the stock pond are 
fry from the original stock grown on 
so the strain has been kept true. Here 
is a big up to bailiffs Steve and Mark, 
as through their hard work this his-
toric fishery has a bright future.  

On arriving at the stock pond, Gaz 

Aaron Hill with one from the winter.

A PB for Scott Worville.
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Paul Cooper winter thirty.

Simon Littlechild and a winter whacker.
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Callum Beeching and his first thirty.

Steve Potter and a work night 36lb common.
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Jake Selly on a roll.

Secret Steve Curtin with a four-hour session 35lb’er.



Available in the website shop at

www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk 
Pay with PayPal, or if you prefer to pay by card,

call the order line on 01252 373658

Now available direct from
Bountyhunter Publications is a
signed copy of Dave Lane’s

fourth book, Fine Lines. Whether
you are an avid fan and

following on from Dave’s first
books or delving into his world

for the first time, you are bound
to be entertained, amazed and

left wanting yet more of his
adventures. Together with his

faithful hound, Padwar, he has
travelled the land in search of
monster carp and catalogued

his experiences in his own
inimitable style, which is
peppered with humour,

disasters, bizarre occurrences,
and, ultimately, success.

Dave’s writing style has always focused on painting the entire picture so that you,
the reader, can feel as if you are there on the bank beside him at all times, sharing

in the experiences every step of the way. The big carp scene is a weird and
mysterious place, and although Dave fishes right at the pinnacle of this strange

world, he always seems to find time for a bit of fun along the way, so sit back and
enjoy the ride. It’s a must read for novice and experienced carp anglers alike.

Price £30
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the bailiff asked if the lad wanted a go 
at catching some of the carp. He’d 
never been carp fishing before so 
jumped at the chance. An afternoon of 
pretty much nonstop action saw him 
land nine carp to just under 9lb. All 
were caught on a light rod using a 
soft pellet on a hair, and by the end of 
it he was hitting bites and playing 
them faultlessly. Everything over 5lb 
went into the lake, and even though 
he was visibly cold and uncomfort-
able he didn’t want to go home. It was 
good to see the future stock being 
introduced by a generation who will 
hopefully get to reap the rewards.  

Another angler who was having a 
great winter was Rich Holden. Rich 
and I go way back, and it was good to 
see him getting into a run of good 
fish. I personally don’t know exactly 
how many carp he had over the win-
ter, as he likes to keep himself to him-
self. I just got the pictures of a few 
good ones to use, one of which was a 

stunning plated mirror that went over 
34lb. As with all the best anglers I’ve 
met they never admit to being that 
good at all. The ones who keep quiet 
are normally the ones you’ve got to 
watch! And the ones who shout loud-
est are often only in it for what they 
can get out of it and miss the point of 
why they go fishing in the first place. 

We got quite a few photos in the 
winter from good anglers such as 
Aaron Hill, Aaron Albon, Simon Lit-
tlechild, Mike Toppin and Joel Parker 
who all had decent big carp to tell us 
about from various venues. 

My own fishing started to pick up 
in the end of February. It was obvious 
by now my efforts were fruitless on 
the other venue, so I decided to go 
somewhere else for March, one of my 
favourite times of year to be out 
angling. She’s been a kind month to 
me over the years. 

On my first trip I nailed an orange 
27lb mirror. At that moment the relief 

was tangible! I knew now I’d seen my 
indicator fall off then it was going to 
happen again soon. My mate Dan 
came down that night too and helped 
himself to an incredibly long thirty-
pound mirror.  

That March turned out to be pretty 
good. The next trip, which inciden-
tally is the only fishing trip I’ve done 
this year that I’ve done where it 
hasn’t rained I had another 27lb’er 
and a 39lb 4oz mirror. What a nice 
early season settler that was! I kept 
my hand in and caught a few more, 
but the best session was toward the 
end of the month when I took my 
good friend Steve Bull on a guest.  

The first night yielded nothing for 
either of us, and so the next day we 
stomped about the pit trying to find 
some fish. We both ended up moving, 
and I got caught in a heavy storm just 
as I was trying to get my brolly up. 
Everything had a good soaking! Once 
I’d got my rods out I went along the 

Josh Hammersly and a previously uncaught unknown 39lb mirror on the Red Enzyme.
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Rich Holden with a winter 34lb’er.

Mark Tyrell and a 39lb’er, his first thirty pounder!
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Joel Parker – 31lb.

Carp machine Sean Warne.



L I M I T E D  E D I T I O N  •  S I G N E D  A N D  N U M B E R E D
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Dave Cox – 52lb on a guest!

Chris Cawthorn and a mint Lincs linear.
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bank to see Steve and to tell him my 
kettle was on. As I turned to walk 
back to my swim I had a take. It 
turned out to be one I really wanted 
called the Kinky Backed Scaly, a real 
character of a fish and at 36lb it 
wasn’t to be scoffed at. I was over the 
moon with that one, but when it was 
in the net I quickly popped the hook 
out and got the rod back out as 
quickly as possible as another bite 
looked like it was on the cards. No 
sooner had Kinky Back gone home 
than the same rod bust off again and 
another carp, one we call the Slope 
graced my net – another thirty too at 
32lb. What a nice afternoon! 

T h e  n e x t  m o r n i n g  c a m e  a n d 
Steve’s buzzers had remained silent. I 
was really hoping he was going to get 
one before we had to pack up around 
lunchtime. I had a lot to do and 
needed to get back. At around 8am 
we gathered at mine for a brew, and 
whilst the kettle was sat on the stove 
I had another take, which resulted in 
my third thirty of the trip. Just after 
that fish went in the net Bully had a 

bite on one of his rods. He legged it 
the short distance along the road 
bank whilst I secured my fish in the 
net before ambling along to watch 
him do battle.  Under the rod tip, 
whilst it was twisting and turning, I 
clocked which fish it was – one I had 
pinned my dreams on catching dur-
ing my early spring campaign, a carp 
known as Single.  

Lucky old Steve, one guest trip and 
he lands one of the top two in the lake 
at 42lb 12oz, a little smaller than we’d 
expected it to be but who cares? 
What a fish. One day I hope I’m lucky 
enough to have my picture taken with 
it. I was really happy for my mate; it’s 
what makes the best angling memo-
ries. By this time the catch reports 
were flowing in – too many to men-
tion, so if I’ve missed anyone out, 
then have my apologies. Ian Warner 
again started off his Kent campaign in 
style and landed the first three fish 
from the first four bites the lake did in 
April. They are some stunning fish 
and can be very difficult to get on the 
bank too. But if you had to put money 

on anyone getting them you’d back 
Ian all day long! 

Another angler who started spring 
on a roll was another of our long time 
users and promo team member Jake 
Selly. Jake was just doing nights after 
work, put in an incredible string of 
thirty-pound carp through this period 
using the ever-faithful Element. Prov-
ing hard work and effort does some-
times pay off.  

Another angler who doesn’t get 
much time on the bank but always 
seems to be having his picture taken 
with carp is Sean Warne. Sean started 
using our baits early this year and 
hasn’t looked back. In fact he’s been 
so consistent that quite a few other 
members of his lake have jumped on 
the bandwagon and started using the 
Red Enzyme too. When an angler 
starts to get frequent results everyone 
wants a piece of the action, and why 
not?  

One of our regular users is “secret” 
Steve Curtin, an old school angler 
with a wealth of carp angling experi-
ence and who mostly goes barbel 

Ash Larman – 37lb.
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angling these days. In fact he showed 
me pics of a near twenty he had over 
the winter, a mightily impressive bar-
bel. Steve’s adept at keeping his hand 
in and landed a lovely 35lb mirror in 
the spring period using the Element. 
What’s most impressive is Steve 
rarely fishes sessions lasting for more 
than four afternoon hours! Incredible 
when you see what he catches! 

This period, as you’d expect was 
full of carp pictures and stories from a 
lot of our team, promo team members 
and customers. Steve Potter caught a 
totally unknown near leather form his 
chosen venue along with a few other 
good thirties including a gorgeous 
30lb fully scaled. Chris Cawthorn 
went about consistently dismantling 
his Lincolnshire syndicate whilst 
using the Red Enzyme. Scott Worville 
was on cloud nine after landing one of 
the biggies and a personal best to 
boot, from his Midland syndicate. 
Chris Way from way down in Devon 
was consistently catching carp from 
his local waters. Ian Fowler went on 
his annual trip to Anglers Paradise 

and helped himself to an upper thirty 
common and a forty-pound mirror. 
Mark Tyrell obliterated his personal 
best using the Red Enzyme with his 
first thirty pounder, a carp called the 
Dog Fish at over 39lb. Another happy 
chappy!  

“Dead Eye Dove” Dave Cox, goes 
from a day ticket water in Cambs and 
nails a 36lb common then shortly after 
has a guest on the syndicate and has 
the big girl out at 52lb! Quality bit of 
angling there, and his partner in crime 
“Captain Ten Buck” Ben Tuck wades 
in with a 43lb’er. Good work if you 
can get it! 

My fishing was slow to start. In 
April I hit a brick wall and lost a cou-
ple of fish from the Beds lake and 
finally landed one, even if it was a 
mutant of about 23lb. The pressure 
seemed to fall away after that, and I 
started to get back into winning 
ways. By the end of May I’d helped 
myself to half a dozen cracking old 
mirrors to 33lb, and despite losing a 
shredder of a take that cut me off I 
retired for the month of June to 

recharge the batteries and deal with 
all the orders that the busy month of 
June inevitably brings. I’m no lover of 
angling in the summer, the short 
nights, mosquitoes and hot sweaty 
nights I can do without, but this year 
I was going to make an exception, 
and once July was here I was going to 
get back into it and for one year at 
least, try and enjoy my summer fish-
ing.  

Another of our Team members, Ash 
Larman is an impressive man to 
watch. Not only does Ash catch his 
fair share of carp, he does it one 
handed, literally! And to see him drop 
three rods on a six pence and spod 
that tight as well better than most 
two-handed anglers is a sight to 
behold. Ash had a run of good carp 
early summer too with a couple of 
37’s, one of which is one that most 
anglers on the lake want called the 
Pump Snag Linear. What a creature. 
An amazing looking, old carp that I’d 
dearly love to catch myself one day. 

Everyone seemed to be getting in 
on the action during the summer 

Steve Bull and a guest 42lb 12oz.
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B I G  C A R P  T O P  T E N  
Day Ticket Carp Fishery

www.cooleacresfishery.co.uk 
L: 01270 812929 
M: 07747 007669 

e-Mail brian.reilly@live.co.uk 
Like us on Facebook

Our first home-grown 
Coole Acres 30lb common, 

caught 1am, 10th 
February 2020 

(Right in the 50mph teeth 
of storm Ciara!)

Angler: Dave Hogg 
Capture: ‘Oggie’ 30lb

B I G  C A R P  T O P  T E N  
C a r p  F i s h e r i e s

Web: cottingtonlakes.co.uk 
Email: cottingtonlakes@outlook.com 

Tel: 01304 380691

B I G  C A R P  T O P  T E N - T a c k l e  S h o p

p o i n g d e s t r e s . c o . u k  
Te l :  0 2 3 8 0  5 1 0 0 7 7

ESTABLISHED 1970
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One from the spring.

Chris Way and a lovely Oxford mirror.
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Steve Potter and a little known 30lb leather

One from the summer.
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Ash Larman and the Pump Snag Linear – 37lb 14lb.

Ian Warner 39lb 12oz.
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More Thames Carping

Thames Carping was our best-selling book of 2019 and for a good reason. The Thames 
has everything a carp angler could possibly want, plenty of water, it’s the biggest carp 
water in the country, unknown stock, a stock which increases every time we have a flood, 
an element of the unknown (getting more known), very rare in today’s carp scene where 
every carp is flogged, logged ,blogged and caught by an endless stream of bounty 
hunters. 

Yes, the Thames really is the last frontier to be fully exploited. Thames carp anglers 
have many attributes of old school carping, stealthy, secretive and not bothered at all by 
the size of what they catch, although, like the old school, still hoping it’s the fish of a life 
time when the buzzer shrieks out!  

For Thames carpers the build-up too is very old school, they still have the close 
season, so this time is not wasted, as it was not years ago, recce’s, baiting up, getting 
baits established, building up swims, while always being conscious that to be discovered 
would be the end of their hard work, so coming and going discreetly, under cover of 
darkness, a covert operation. Their cards held tightly to their chests. And this is why of 
course that books on Thames carping are so rare and so readable.  

You see within these pages are their secrets revealed for all to see. Not blatant, no 
map grids in longitude and latitude to the latest hot spots but within the lines, read only 
by anglers who know what to look for. A clue here, a landmark there. All part of the 
ultimate jigsaw. So why do these secretive anglers choose to write, well simply because I 
ask them.  

Sometimes over several years. Most eventually agree, I am persuasive, arguing at 
their catches need to be documented and be part of the history books for years to come. 
Which is true, and why they do it. Not for money, to promote something or even self-
gratification but to be part of our great angling heritage. So that their kids and grandkids 
can look back and say “look! there’s grandad with a beautiful Thames Carp. He would 
spend hundreds, even thousands of hours fishing for them. 

So, here’s what we have, and may I say you will not be disappointed. Some truly 
amazing Thames carp, from different stretches, some urban some rural, some well in 
land and some tidal, but all from the amazing’ Old Father Thames’. 

Let’s start with Ash Geden, who takes the cover positions again. His 2018-19 season 
made riveting reading in book one. In this volume he is back for his 2019-2020 season 
with equally incredible results. Many huge carp, several over forty, the front cover 
leviathan being totally new. He is a great river angler with a gift for writing, you will love 
his next instalment. Simon Rumsey has been on a journey while fishing the Thames, like 
many I suppose, in search of a thirty, or even bigger! 

 Andrew Sadler has discovered some Thames secrets during his many years on the 
Thames, for you the reader, he divulges all. Graham Stevens is a Thames stalwart, having 
written several articles in Big Carp and a couple of chapters in the first Thames bool he is 
back in this volume to tell you how he does it. A technical A-Z for all to learn from, novice 
or expert Graham has some edges for you all. 

The Teddington Tank by Vince Humphreys is a chapter about a huge common, that 
fish of a life time that he freely admits was totally unexpected, but that’s the beauty of 
the Thames. 

Thames common by Mark Cook, yes, a there’s a theme developing here, A huge 
Thames common, one never to be forgotten. River Thames, Same swim, Same carp … 6 
months apart by Christopher Stockley is a great account which proves how territorial 
even Thames carp can be. My Love for the Tidal Thames a Brief History, By Roger Baker. Is 
a trip down memory lane for all those who like the history chapters? Thirty years on the 
Tidal, some huge carp too. One of my favourite Thames stories yet. 

A Thames Monster featuring Pete The Pirate, is pretty self-explanatory, while prolific 
Thames carp catcher Danny Boy Hill, shows us just what’s possible with a breath-taking 
gallery of Thames specimens. Add to these life history articles on the Thames by Jason 
Townsend, Ben Frewin, Mark Anthony, Vince Humphries, Tom James and constantan 
Thames carp catch ‘The Thames Warrior’ it’s obvious that this book is another must read 
for not only river anglers but al carp anglers interested in something a bit different from 
the norm. A book you will read over and over again. History in the making, our UK 
heritage of Thames carp.

A V A I L A B L E  T H I S  A U T U M N

Rob Maylin

By Rob Maylin and friends

ONLY 500 SIGNED COPIES AVAILABLE – FIRST COME FIRST SERVED 
SO ORDER QUICKLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT
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My son Tyler with a stockie.

once the carp got the spawning out 
the way. Fen literary legend Martin 
Lawrence kept his hand in getting 
some stunning Cambs commons. 
Sam Stocker had an amazing 36lb’er 
from the River Great Ouse. Team 
member Craig Novakovic had a string 
of thirties from Oxford day ticket 
waters before going over to Abbey 
Lakes in France and had a right good 
run of fish from Fox Lake whilst totally 
using traditional methods and not a 
bait boat in sight! Good angling! 
Another angler who did well on Fox 
was Darren Coles who was there 
when Craig was, but as they don’t 
know one another didn’t meet up, 
although if I know Darren he probably 
cheated and used a bait boat! 

Funnily enough Paul Cooper went 
to Abbey and armed himself with tra-
ditional methods using a spod rod, 
and not a radio controlled one, and 
had it right off on the week he was 
there, but to be honest I don’t think I 
would’ve expected anything less 
from Lincoln’s Carp Machine! And no 
sooner had he returned to England 
than Paul started throwing pictures at 
me almost weekly of big thirties he 
was catching whilst in pursuit of a 
very big common he’s after. And 
make no bones about it he will catch 
it! 

Once I got back in to my fishing in 
July I was brimming with confidence 
knowing that at last I was getting 
something right. Don’t let me disillu-
sion you; there are a few very good 
anglers on the lake at this time that 
were catching plenty of fish too. I was 
merely keeping my hand in! On my 
first trip back I moved after the first 
night for a few hours to where I’d 
seen  a  few f i sh  c rash  and  was 
rewarded with a gnarly old 28lb mir-
ror. That night I moved swims and 
lost a shredder after it stripped line off 
of me, unstoppable, and then did me 
down the back of a feature. Some-
times when you hook a carp with 
such power you often know that it’s 
only going to end up one way, a sore-
lipped carp and an unhappy angler! 

The following morning I moved one 
of my rods to where a few fish were 
showing and managed to hook one 
that turned out to be an old black-
eyed 31lb leather. The next trip gave 
me a good hiding, and I landed two 
and lost another one, but none of the 
fish I hooked were big. I doubt I had 
thirty pounds of carp in those two I 

landed, but you can’t choose what 
picks your rig up – getting bites was 
good enough. 

My next trip was a real red-letter 
session. And if it wasn’t for my good 
mate Tony I probably wouldn’t have 
had it at all after he egged me on to 
get my rods out in the swim I was in 
when I was ready for a move. Not 
three hours later I had a 29, a 31 and a 
24 on the bank. It was hard work fish-
ing to a feature and heavily baiting at 
90 yards in a cross wind, but the carp 
were out there and weren’t going 
anywhere so I had to keep at it. The 
next morning I had an old character 
at 32lb and then spent the day in the 
melting heat sitting in the shade of a 
small willow, following its shadow 
around as the sun moved across the 
sky. If it wasn’t for the brisk northerly 
breeze and the company of Ian and 
Tony I’d have gone mad.  

T h e  n e x t  m o r n i n g,  a f t e r  a n 
uneventful night the cloud cover 
remained, and I’m pretty confident 

this is what helped me. It started off 
with a recapture of a small leather we 
nicknamed Trevor the Leather, a low 
twenty that got tipped straight out of 
the net, back home. This was followed 
by an epic scrap from a lean, thirty 
pound leather that really didn’t want 
to give up. Next bite was a 22lb’er 
that if I had lost it under the rod tip I’d 
have sworn it was a lot bigger, proof 
in the fact that you never know until 
it’s in the net! Not long before I had to 
go, with everything packed up bar the 
rods and essentials, I had another bite 
resulting in another old character, 
which to be kind is the nicest way to 
describe it as it’s a proper old carp 
who has seen better days. Still, it was 
another thirty pounder and I went 
home one very happy bunny indeed. 
Who wouldn’t with four thirties and 
four twenties in a 48-hour session? It 
was a nice send-off too, as I was 
going to go away with the family the 
week after and so wouldn’t get down 
for a bit. 
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As the summer went on I had a few 
nice  emai ls  with  carp  p ictures 
attached. One of our promo guys, 
Mike Lack, had got himself on a right 
old historic Beds pit that goes right 
back in the carp angling annals. Mike 
sent me pics of a prehistoric looking 
leather just under thirty pounds but 
obviously well spawned out. He says 
there is a very big old common in 
there that hasn’t been caught in a 
long while that he’s seen swimming 
about with the leather. Watch this 
space, as I’m sure it won’t be long 
before we see a picture of it, providing 
he can keep the nuisance cats away! 

Josh Hammersley sent us some 
pictures of a Red Enzyme-loving 
scaly 39lb’er from a mystery lake that 
not many people are allowed to fish, 
which he had along with a couple of 
mid thirty commons to boot. I’d love 
the opportunity to have a go on there 
one day (hint hint!). 

Team member Steve Potter again 
proved effort equals reward when he 
travelled a 70-mile round trip for a 
night after work (and having to be 

back at work for eight the next morn-
ing!) when he landed one of the big 
commons from his chosen venue at 
36lb-plus – a great bit of angling 
effort. And another team member 
Chris Cawthorn decided to text me at 
3am when he landed the fish of his 
dreams at 48lb. Luckily I was awake 
so called him straight away to con-
gratulate him. He was absolutely 
buzzing, and is just one of a string of 
good fish he’s had this year.  

On a small weedy lake in the south 
of Cambridgshire a few lads have 
been chasing some very special old 
fish. One of them, Callum Beeching, 
sent me some pictures of his first 
thirty-pound common he caught on 
the Red Enzyme from the weedy old 
pit a few days before Chris Chapman 
went on to land the mirror carp of his 
dreams using the Element at 40lb 
10oz. Just see the photos to see how 
happy it made him! 

Following my red-letter session, 
after our holiday things just carried 
on, and I seemed to regularly get a 
couple of fish per trip and often a 

thirty in amongst them. I for once was 
really enjoying my summer angling. 
The highlight was a fish nicknamed 
the Willow Fish at 37lb-plus, which I 
caught only a short  whi le after 
putting out a shed load of boilies. 
Everyone seemed to be using boilies 
on there this  year, and the f ish 
weights have gone wild and their 
condition is tip-top. One carp in par-
ticular went up almost 4lb in four 
weeks. Incredible, but a few of us are 
going through 5kg of bait a day, so 
with the bait going in the carp are 
really benefitting, especially the 
stockies.  

I’ve really enjoyed my summer this 
year. Let’s hope the fall, my favourite 
time of year can turn out as good for 
me, and even if it doesn’t I can’t com-
plain with what I’ve had so far this 
year. Not only for what might end up 
in my net but for friends and fellow 
anglers who also have special fish 
along the way, after all that’s what it’s 
all about for me. Memories are no 
good when you have no one to share 
them with.  n

Paul Cooper – 39lb.
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Autumn 
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I
 used to think of autumn as 
the most exciting and prolific 
time of the year and often 
saved up all my leave and 
brownie points at home just 
to fish as much as I could dur-

ing the months of September and 
October. However in recent years I’ve 
noticed a decline in my catches at 
this time of year, and I’m now of the 
op in ion  that  the  pr ime t ime o f 
autumn is nowhere near as good as 
the productive spring months of April 
and May.  

I now believe that the weather has 
a lot to do with it, and instead of a 
gentle cooling down, the autumn 
months are merely an extension of 
summer, and then all comes to a sud-
den shut down when the first frosts 
and cold northerlies hit. I also think 
pressure has a lot to do with autumn 
results with carp fishing so popular 
now. The fish are getting far more 
pressured over the summer months 
than ever before, also well into the 
generally milder autumns, and as a 
consequence they are far more wary 
as the summer draws to an end.  

The angler who has the best edges 

and approaches can reap the results 
of increased weights, as well as it 
being a documented time of year for 
the biggest fish to come out, often for 
the first time. It is also a good time to 
prepare for winter, and the angler 
who baits up and establishes spots 
and baits can continue to harvest 
success into the winter months 
whilst others are struggling.  

Bait and Baiting 
Bait establishment is one of the key 

edges for autumn success. I always 
think of this as the boilie time of year, 
and by the end of August I tend to 
discard particle use and up the quan-
tities of boilies that I’m introducing. I 
use the same bait all of the time, and I 
know that Essential B5, as a high 
quality food bait, it will be acceptable 
all of the year round. In fact from 
November onwards Essential win-
terise all their baits, and that helps the 
fish digest the bait easier in the cooler 
temperatures. This means reducing 
the oils and also adding one or two 
other ingredients that promote and 
assist digestion in cold temperatures. 
This basically means that carp will 

eat more bait as a consequence. I 
know that this alone is bound to 
increase my chances of a bite when 
others are struggling. It also mas-
sively increases my confidence that 
my bait is being eaten and fully 
digested when baiting up or introduc-
ing bait at the end of a session in 
readiness for the next time.  

I also think this is an important fac-
tor, as it allows me to use my faithful 
B5 fishmeal bait all year round, when 
tradition always said to come off fish-
meals as the winter approached, 
mainly because of this digestion and 
with the levels of fish oils that are 
included in fishmeal based baits. I 
wouldn’t want to go through the 
whole summer months establishing, 
and hopefully catching on a fishmeal 
bait, only to then change to some-
thing totally different later in the year. 
Bear in mind that as I mentioned 
before, my catches haven’t increased 
in the autumn over recent years, so 
it’s certainly not the most prolific time 
as was the case in the past, and 
therefore not the time to be changing 
baits and thus decreasing your own 
confidence by having to use some-

Big Wellington mirror in October.
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thing new and untested on the fish.  
When I look back, it’s for the above 

reasons that I’ve not changed bait for 
over  ten years , and that  is  one 
approach that I have confidence in 
and no cause to worry about chang-
ing. Summer is a time you can watch 
fish actually feeding on your bait and 
gain an insight into how acceptable it 
is. As the water cools these opportu-
nities will diminish, and as such if 
you’ve witnessed fish feeding on your 
bait, and hopefully caught a few, you 
won’t be sat there with any doubts as 
to its acceptability; in fact the total 
opposite. I always feel that with high 
quality baits, results improve over 

time rather than decline, and the more 
free bait the fish eat the safer and 
more confident they will feel, which is 
the goal to be building towards as 
time goes on. 

I tend to use less and less bait in 
the hot months, often going onto 
handfuls of bait rather than big beds, 
but come autumn I like to increase 
and go solely onto food baits. I don’t 
believe that fish eat less than they 
used to in the autumn, but I  do 
believe that they are more cautious. 
Whilst I introduce more, I think the 
days of the big baiting are almost 
over, and I find piling in lots of bait far 
more beneficial in the spring than 

autumn. It doesn’t seem that long ago 
that I used to fill lakes in and have 
some big prolific hits in autumn, but I 
haven’t done that now for a while, as 
I simply don’t find that tactic that 
good anymore. I am certain the little 
and often method is better, and for 
that reason come this time of year it is 
a massive leg up to have a bait that 
the fish are confident in eating.  

One of the biggest edges in autumn 
is the regular introduction of bait 
rather than a lot in one go, and the 
establishment of feeding areas, which 
goes hand in hand if you are actually 
putting it in on the right spots. By 
September many of the known areas 
that have produced bites over the 
summer have been fished out, and I 
begin to look for new spots that will 
bear fruit in the autumn months. 
These spots will generally be further 
out in the lake and in deeper water. I 
find the fish move further out into 
middle areas as the water tempera-
tures cool, and although margin fish-
ing is my absolute favourite, I know 
I’ve got a better chance finding and 

(Above)  30lb-pus common after 
regular baiting. 
(Bottom)  Little and often baiting pays 
off in the autumn.
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A bygone age, many would say the 
good old days, a time long ago before 
Facebook, the Internet, or even 
mobile phones!! However did we 
survive? It certainly was a very 
different sort of carp angling to 
today’s high pace, remote control, 
Snapchatting, wannabe blogger’s 
world we find ourselves in.  
 
Our contributors to volume 2 are the 
anglers we aspired to, the heroes of 
that bygone age who were catching 
carp years ago before the hair rig 
when not everyone could catch them 
quite so easily. Bruce Ashby is haulin' 
on Laughing Waters, Leybourne as it 
became known. He and Mike Harris 
were prolific catchers in the sixties, 
with not a boilie or a hair rig in sight. 
Jim Gibbinson was more than a 
legend – a god some would say – 
from an age gone by. Rod 
Hutchinson… well, what can you say 
about this carping genius that has not 
been said before? His fishing and writing have entertained 
us for over a quarter of a century. Ritchie McDonald was 
way ahead of his time, the original pursuer of the largest. 
 
Kevin Maddocks was the man who unlocked the secrets 
of carp fishing to the masses, the angler who made carp 
fishing commercial and astounded us with his catches 40 
years ago and gave the world Carp Fever! Stevie Briggs 
has seen the changes firsthand from his early days in the 
Kent hotbed to globetrotting in search of the biggest it has 
to hold. Also there is a tribute in this book to the late, 
great Vic Gillings from Dick Gaynor. Bill Phillips recalls 
his early days. Richard Skidmore looks back at Redmire, 
and Paul Wilkinson remembers Wormleybury Manor. 
Derek Ritchie reminisces about Essex in the seventies 
when he held the county record. 
 
In this book you will find the anglers, some still well 
known and others perhaps forgotten that were shaping 
our sport thirty or forty years ago… some even longer! 
They were carp anglers from an age of secrecy, of 
originality and invention, carp anglers who were the first 
of their kind to put pen to paper and divulge their 
obsession. 

Our front cover shot is the great 
Bill Quinlan, famous for his 
Redmire catches, whilst the back 
cover is Jack Hilton, a carp angler 
whose tales of old spurred many a 
young man to try his luck for the 
ultimate prize, a fish thought 
virtually uncatchable, the biggest 
and cleverest in the land, the 
mighty king carp… I remember 
so well reading his tales, 
spellbound, almost transported to 
the bank where Sir Jack was on 
his Quest for Carp. 
 
So in this volume, we have many 
new additions to our series. As I 
say, some you will know and 
others you may not, but each had 
his role in moulding today's carp 
scene. Steve Allcott makes a rare  
appearance with his story of a 
Savay record that propelled him 
into stardom in the 80s and made 
him the king of the Colne Valley. 

Rod Hutchinson joins us again, this time with some 
advice on his favourite subject, bait, and some wise words 
on rigs, which still hold true today. Roy Williams talks of 
pioneering France back in the day. Eddie Bates tells a tale 
with a twist. Peter Stone tells the tale of his first big carp. 
Peter Luck and Alan Smith tackle an estate lake. Kris Ford 
looks back to how it was. Paul Hughes gives his 
impressions of Ashlea Pool. Mick Hall catches a monster. 
Mike Starkey has success. Keith Jenkins masters the art of 
blanking. Dave Hyde and Mike Wilson both give us two 
chapters, each on special moments in their long careers. 
Dave Duffy gives us an extract from his diary in the early 
80s, while Andy Wade looks at winter fishing in the same 
era. Brian England catches a holiday thirty. Andy Little 
talks bait together with Terry Dempsey. 
 
Our photo album from the past depicts many old faces 
from an age gone by, an age of mystery and of the 
unknown, an age long gone in today's world of social 
media, YouTube and the Internet… Carp fishing, and in 
some ways life itself, seemed to go at a much slower pace. 
Was it better than today's carp scene? I'll let you read the 
book first and come to your own decision.   

Rob Maylin

PAYPAL ORDERS www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk 
PAY BY CARD – 01252 373658
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Recent mirror from a tricky venue.

Lovely common in autumn colours.
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fishing spots out in the middle. From 
August time I start looking for these 
spots in preparation, as it’s always an 
advantage to be ahead of others in 
this. I think these areas that are fur-
ther out will also will be less affected 
by rotting leaves and general autum-
nal detritus as time goes on. In the 
past I have fished close in spots under 
trees, only to retrieve my baits and 
find them smelling putrid from leaf 
contamination. Not only that, I’ve also 
hooked leaves casting through them 
on the surface, which again ruins your 
presentation.  

I especially love fishing in the silt, 
but autumn is a time I’m very wary of 
this and much more meticulous about 
where I’m putting my rigs. At this 
t ime of  year pockets of  si l t  can 
become especially deep, foul smelling 
and unattractive feeding areas to 

carp. I always gauge this on firstly, 
how heavy this feels when tweaking 
a lead through it, and secondly the 
amount of bubbles that come up as 
the lead is dragged through it. I’ve 
found that the bad stuff generates a 
big bubble trail and this is the type I 
tend to avoid, as it’s the one that 
taints the baits, which can’t be good 
at all. I have also found that carp tend 
to be less spread around the lake 
come autumn time. In the spring they 
seem to be everywhere at times, and 
I’ve been on lakes when people have 
had fish from each end and in the 
middle at more or less the same time. 
As the weather cools and the daylight 
decreases I find the fish group up 
more. This is where the trickling of 
bait onto productive spots is an 
advantage, as these spots seem to 
have a much longer lifespan. I think 
as the fish are less mobile these good 
spots go on producing over a longer 
period, just for the fact that the fish 
are static and staying in the area.  

I recently began fishing a lake with 
one target fish in mind. This fish has 
no real pattern to its captures, which 
makes it a hard one to pick out. It also 
won’t tolerate being chased round 
the lake, a mistake I made last season 
a number of times. As this autumn 
approached I came up with a plan to 
bait a spot consistently in an area that 

(Top)  Autumns aren’t as productive 
for me now, but I still catch a few. 
(Left)  Leaf debris can be a problem. 
(Below)  Autumns now seem to be so 
much milder.
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I knew that fish would at least pass by 
at some times, with the aim of having 
my traps set in advance. What I 
needed though was to find a spot 
from scratch that I was happy to fish 
and bait up. I picked an area in the 
middle of the lake but where the lake 
formed into a bay to the left side. I 
could see this fish coming down the 
lake but cutting across the line of this 
shallower bay and staying out in the 
main area of water, so I spent several 
hours leading around on this line, try-
ing to imagine this fish’s patrol route 
as it came past and where I could find 
something on this interception path. 
In all fairness I had seen the fish roll 
out in this swim before, and it had 
showed repeatedly on this same line 
on the one day that I had seen it 
show.  

After a number of casts I found 
what I hoped was the spot. An area of 
smooth silt before I felt the gentle tap-
ping of fine gravel and the lead com-
ing up as I felt the harsher gravel of a 
bar. I’ve only recently found how 
much more sensitive just a lead is on 
its own, and I now do all my feature 
finding without a float on, as I seem to 
be able to feel so much more. The silt 
had to be the one, as in all honestly 
there wasn’t much else in the swim, 
and I could imagine the fish using the 
back of this gravel seam as a road-

way, especially as it was on a natural 
route. It fitted the autumn profile well 
in that it was out in the middle of the 
lake and in a good depth of 12ft of 
water. I clipped up the line as the lead 
was in the silt gully and replaced it 
with a Spomb, lining up with some 
trees on the far bank. This was good 
as I could now come down in the dark 
with just some bait and the Spomb 
rod. I had two further baiting up mis-
sions that following week, before 
doing a two-night session. My one 
doubt was that until I’d actually 
caught one, was the spot the right 
one? I needed have worried as that 
trip I took three fish all off the baited 
spot, and all of the takes came at dif-
fering times too. This showed the 
benefits of regular baiting and the 
locating of a good autumn feeding 
zone, and one that hopefully will con-
tinue.  

Rigs and Stealth 
I think the use of pop-ups is never 

better than during the autumn, which 
is my favourite presentation in any 
case. In the summer months when 
fishing hard spots in the margins I like 
using bottom baits, but once I’m fish-
ing silty areas out in the lake I would 
always prefer a pop-up. This gives 
you some insurance over the bad silt 
anyway, and at least you are fishing 
above it should you be unsure as to 
what you’ve actually cast into. What I 
am especially fussy about is stealth in 
my rigs and the best line lay that I can 
get. As I mentioned earlier I feel the 

fish are far more wary now, and espe-
cially cautious of lines through a 
swim. Going on from that I think that 
you can get away with so much more 
in your baits and rig presentation just 
by having perfect line lay. I’ve been a 
fairly recent convert to the benefits of 
fluorocarbon mainline, and for the 
past two years have used Mirage as 
my line, largely due to its sinking 
properties more than anything else. I 
have gone away from using leadcore 
in an effort to make the last few feet 
more invisible, and instead use a few 
blobs of putty on the line above the 
lead to pin it all down.  

There are several types and brands 
of leadcore available now, with many 
of them, such as Camflex being far 
more flexible and thin than the ones 
that have been out for a while, and 
until recently I have always been 
more than confident in using them. 
However if you hold a piece of lead-
core next to a clear piece of fluorocar-
bon it’s easy to see which is the more 
covert and subtle. The fluorocarbon 
lies beautifully flat on the bottom, cer-
tainly as good as any leadcore leader, 
but is almost invisible, and softer 
should a fish brush on it. I am sure 
that this alone has bought me more 
takes, as in the clear water of autumn 
it’s another definite edge.  

I’ve just started fishing a new water 
these last couple of weeks and was 
worried when I found that one of the 
spots I wanted to fish was a good 80 

(Above)  Autumn shot. 
(Below right)  The hinged stiff rig 
catches them – I love a big strong 
hook with it.
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The ‘Old School’ series has become one of our most popular sets of books we have ever 
published. It appears that, in this fast-moving society we find ourselves more and more 
anglers are keen to look back at how things used to be, where it all started, before the 
commercialism that now controls our angling, before the ‘sponsored angler’, before 
Facebook, the Internet, or even mobile phones! However, did we survive? It certainly was a 
very different sort of carp angling to today’s high pace, remote control, Snapchatting, 
wannabe blogger’s world we find ourselves in. 

Our contributors to volume 3 are the anglers we aspired to, the heroes of that bygone 
age who were catching carp years ago before the hair rig when not everyone could catch 
them quite so easily. So, let’s take a look at what Volume 3 has to offer, and why I consider it 
the best yet! But who deserves first mention, that’s the question? Well, let’s start with the 
godfather of carping Pete Springate whose chapter ‘Discovering Yeoveney’ with those 
amazing brace shots still makes the hair stand on end when I look at them, they really don’t 
make them like that anymore. Mile Wilson’s chapter ‘Dick Walker and Me’ looks back to their 
meeting, an exchange of ideas. 
Savay Discovered by John Harry looks back to when John first set his eyes on the lake where 
he would end up spending most of his life. My Time on Rodney by John Pope is the first of 
two chapters by John looking back to his time on this Boyer Leisure venue which was making 
headlines in the 1970s and 1960s before the fish were transferred to Harefield. 

His second capture deals with his affair at Walthamstow Reservoirs in the eighties. Frank 
Haskett may be remembered for his capture of a massive carp from the Yateley Copse Lake, 
fish which inspired both Ritchie McDonald and Terry Hearn to fish there. Sadly, the fish was 
never seen again. Duncan Kay was king of the bait scene in the seventies and eighties, his 
chapter on bait advice still holds true to this day. 

Speaking of bait, yet another bait guru was John Baker, from the next decade  
to this day Johns love of bait has not only been a passion but a big part  
of his life, John’s chapter makes interesting reading. Two chapters from 
Kevin Maddocks in this volume, the first is on Ashlea Pool which Kevin 
and Vic Gillings dominated way back. I remember seeing the film they 
made at Ashlea at one or two of the shows back in the early eighties, 
awesome at the time and still well worth seeing if you get the chance. 

Kevin’s second chapter is a thought-provoking piece, so relevant in 
today's carp scene and asks the question " Are we just going through the 
motions".  

Darenth The Early Years by Steve Briggs looks back to the days when 
Richworth Tutti's took this venue to town. It just proved what was possible 
with what was nothing special as far as bait goes but if everyone piled it 
in, the fish became obsessed. Jim Gibbinson was the top carp angler in 
the UK in his day, not only a great carper but an outstanding writer too, 
writing a host of best sellers. 

His chapter in this book looks at the carp scene at the time and 
dissects the best and the worst of carp angling. Gerry Savage was another 
big name at the same time as Jim, he was the angler who brought the 
first high protein carp bait to the high street, HI-Pro was its name. Gerry's 
chapter epitomises the carp world as it was in the 1970s. 

Staines in the Early Days by Ritchie McDonald tells the story of 
Longfield AKA Fox Pool before it was known and became a circuit water 
for carp hunters up and down the country. We have lost several well-
known carp anglers in the last year and we honour two in this volume. 
Roger Smith Remembered by Rob Maylin and Friends contains memories 

from Rob Maylin of their friendship plus farewell messages from dozens of 
Rogers friends. 

Len Arbury Passes by Derek Stritton was written just after Len left us 
with kind words from his good friend Derek. Laughing Waters 1964 by 
Bruce Ashby was written a couple of months before Bruce died of prostate 
cancer, some great memories and images from one of this country's 
greatest and well-loved anglers. 

The Start of Something by Wayne Grant takes a look back to what got 
Wayne started in this life changing hobby. In Pursuit of a Twenty Pounder 
by Dave Lane is the story of a part of carp fishing that us old timers all went 
through, it seems unbelievable today but the hunt for tour first twenty 
pounder sometimes took years of hard work. 

Andy Little's name came to the forefront when he joined the first ever 
syndicate at the famous Savay Lake. His long-range tactics earned him 
instant success, that combined with the first ever boillies and side hooking 
rig. Mike Oyez was yet another big name of the 70s and 80s not only a 
prolific catcher but a fishery owner too, his chapter looks back at these 
times with a sarcastic eye. 

 Finally, what has become a favourite section of these books our Old 
School Scrapbook, filled with images from a bygone age. 

It seems unbelievable that so many icons can possibly appear  
in one volume! now perhaps you too will see why in my 
opening lines I described Volume 3 as the best yet! I 
hope you enjoy, and please let me know if you agree?
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yards out, and realised that I wouldn’t 
consistently be able to hit that with 
fluorocarbon all the way through, as 
sadly the biggest negative is its poor 
casting ability. Seeing as I’ve become 
so dependent on it I felt at a disad-
vantage before I’d even started. How-
ever going back to the drawing board 
on it, I went back to my reliable 
GT80+, but added a 20lb Mirage 
leader. This gave me the best of 
everything, once I’d researched a 
decent leader knot (I went for a dou-
ble blood knot) with strength and 
casting ability, but with the last 20-
odd feet sunk along the bottom. That 
said I’m delighted with the sinking 

quality of the GT80 in any case, and 
the combination of the two gave me 
the stealthy presentation I’d become 
so used to, but with decent casting 
attributes.  

In autumn when the fish are wary 
after a long summer of pressure has 
taken its toll, when the fish do seem 
to slip up, occasionally multiple hits 
can come, and those with the most 
precise and covert presentations def-
initely have the best chances. Not 
only the best rigs in terms of how 
covert they are, but also those with 
the best hooking abilities. Often at 
this time of year the summer weed 
can still be well up, and therefore 
strong rigs are still needed. In these 
milder autumns it seems that the 
summer weeds never diminishes, and 
therefore end tackle needs to retain 
all the strength needed throughout 

the summer, rather than scaling it all 
down for the approaching winter. I 
rarely use a hook less than a size 5 
now, the Gardner Chod being my 
favourite, and coupled with a 16mm 
pop I find there’s no need to worry 
about hooking properties. I especially 
like the hinged stiff rig for its hooking, 
but also the fact that I use fluorocar-
bon for both the boom section and 
hook section, which make it invisible 
in clear water. Again while I like 
coated hook link materials such as 
Disruption, I am happier with the 
stealth of clear mono above this every 
time.   

When thinking about shy feeding 
fish I often hear other anglers saying 
that they have had fish all over them, 
and then found their rigs had been 
“done” on bringing them in the fol-
lowing morning. I honestly believe 
that when you’ve got high quality 
food bait  that has already been 
accepted by the fish, coupled with a 
covert rig with high level hooking 
abilities that being “done” shouldn’t 
happen. I know in simple terms that 
sounds easy, but as we know it is all a 
game of percentages, and when 
everything is right you will have the 
ultimate chances. When I look at this 
season alone I’ve been so happy with 
the rigs I’ve finely tuned I know that if 
a carp picks up my hookbait I will 
catch it! This is mainly about confi-
dence, but I am sure having that con-
fidence means it will filter down into 
all aspects of your angling. When the 
fish begin to show less and less as 
time goes on, it is indeed this confi-
dence that will give you a boost on 
those sessions where you see noth-
ing, and as it all becomes the more 
tricky, the angler with the best all 
round game plan and confidence has 
the upper hand.  

As I write this we are into October 
and it is still T-shirt weather, with no 
sign of anything cooling down as yet. 
However the days are getting shorter, 
and hopefully that alone will prompt 
the carp to feed up. It’s a good time to 
be out though, as the banks will be 
getting quieter with angler pressure, 
so less bait should be going in, which 
is a great advantage to those who are 
trickling it in. The last couple I’ve 
caught are showing that deep orange 
and red colouration and are looking 
thei r  abso lute  best , and at  top 
weights too. Let’s keep hoping for a 
few more! Good luck!  n

(Above)  Winter canopy on. 
(Below)  I use less bait in autumn than 
I used to, and favour fishing further 
out in the lake.
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Jim Shelley is the UK’s most prolific hunter of big 
carp. He is a carp fishing force of nature and no carp 
can withstand his pursuit for long. He has carved 
out a career in carp fishing with an iron will and 
perspiration, and this book is the physical 
embodiment of that drive. Every single word is 
testament to the fact that Jim won’t ever give up. He 
taught himself to write so that he could genuinely 
say that he’d written this huge book unaided. That is 
just what he has done too. 
 
Inside you’ll find the truth… the whole truth. 
Nothing has been airbrushed and at times Carping 
Re-Cut can make for uncomfortable reading. It’s 
gritty, it deals with difficult situations that Jim found 
himself on and off the bank. Let’s not forget, 
throughout a portion of this book, Jim’s wife Jane 
battled with cancer and if the strain took its toll, 
then Jim has written about the consequences, and 
left nothing out! Carping Re-Cut tells the story of a 
man driven to catch the biggest and best carp out 
there. There are colourful and touching moments 
along the way and of course, there are the fish! This 
book holds beautiful images of many of the fish that 
captured the hearts of carp men throughout the last 
decade or so. Eventually, Jim worked out how to 
catch them all, and the way that he did it is laid bare 
here for you to read. 
 
So, join Jim on a journey that starts in ‘bandit 
country’ near Heathrow, passes east through 
Cambridgshire and Norfolk before swinging back via 
Royal Berkshire, and plunging deep into the jungle 
that is the mysterious Colnemere, as Jim searches for 
the ultimate prize, the Black Mirror. One thing’s for 
sure, it won’t be dull! 
 
At last the long awaited second book from carp 
fishing’s No.1 angler is available direct from 
Bountyhunter Publications. Carping Re-Cut is the 
follow up to Jim’s highly successful first book 
Carping Un Cut and is a mammoth size publication 
containing over 400 beautiful colour plates, exclusive 
stories and an incredible amount of huge carp from 
waters far and wide. Jim always was a great carp 
angler but over the past few seasons he has evolved 

into the ultimate catching machine. Water after 
water, target after target and record after record have 
fallen to this sometimes controversial angler, 
nevertheless no one can deny his ability and no carp 
is uncatchable once Jim sets his mind to it. Jim’s first 
book was a great read and it’s sometimes hard for an 
author to match the quality of his first book, 
however this is not the case with Carping Re-Cut. 
This book is a revelation and no carp angler of any 
ability, age or status should miss out on what is 
definitely the book of the decade from the world’s 
greatest carp angler. 
 
PRICE £34.99 
 
CHEAP POSTAGE £4.99 UK £15 EUROPE
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Autumn 
Edges 
Steve Briggs 

I love to be out on the bank watching the seasons change.
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A
 lot has been said 
about autumn fish-
ing in the past and 
I guess there are 
a l w a y s  a  f e w 
clichés that do the 

rounds about fishing at that time of 
year too. I always heard it said in the 
past that autumn was when the carp 
really went on the feed knowing that 
the onset of winter wasn’t far away. 
That may be true on some waters but 
if I’m honest the autumn has nearly 
always been when my action starts to 
tail off a little, especially when the first 
frosts start to arrive. That’s not to say 
that it’s a bad time to be fishing as 
although the action might decrease a 
little, I’ve often found that the big fish 
are more likely to put in an appear-
ance and they are also more likely to 
be well up on their summer weights 
after their activity starts to drop off 
and they don’t burn so much energy. 

I love the changing seasons and 
autumn is a great time to be out on 
the bank (is there a bad time?) as 
always it’s just a matter of getting 
things right to bag a good fish or two 
before winter arrives. Of course we 
don’t get many ‘real’ winters these 
days and maybe that’s the reason the 
feeding is more spread out over the 
months with the fish knowing that 
they aren’t going to be lying dormant 

under a frozen lake for weeks on end. 
But I don’t doubt for one minute that 
fish are out there to be caught most 
days and I would feel confident most 
of the time of something happening. 

I guess in all the forms of carp fish-
ing that I do I’ve found ways of sim-
plifying it and that has undoubtedly 
helped me to be more successful. Too 
many people are looking for a magic 
answer like a new rig to give them an 

(Top)  I’m a big fan of using red 
fishmeals through the autumn 
months. 
(Below)  A nice autumn scaly that 
came just as the leaves were starting 
to turn.
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edge when in reality something they 
were using ten years ago would serve 
them well if they just had the confi-
dence to stick with it. So as you can 
guess for most of the time I stick with 
things that have worked for me con-
sistently over the years. But there are 
the odd times when I’ve gone off 
track a bit and tried something else 
on a whim and it’s really paid off, but 
that’s the exception rather than the 
rule so I’ll come to that a little later on.  

Fishing so many waters in different 
countries has helped me experience 
so many situations and see many 
other anglers and how they go about 
their fishing. I know that many of us 
believe that in the UK we lead the 
way in every aspect of carp fishing 
and to some extent there is some 
truth in that – but then every time the 
football World Cup comes around half 
the country believes we can win it 
until we actually start playing and 

then the reality starts to dawn on us 
that we are not that good at all. But 
I’ll digress from that and get back to 
the fishing. If there is one thing I’ve 
learned from anglers on the continent 
it is about their use of bait, or perhaps 
more importantly the amounts of bait. 

For many years I’ve seen that using 
more bait really does help in the long 
run. Of course it’s nothing new to UK 
fishing either, as we can go back to 
the fishmeal revolution when people 
were literally heaving the bait in and 
rolling fresh bait every day on the 

(Top)  A big September mirror on the 
Monster Squid. 
(Right)  The Coconut Crème and hemp 
combination has been a real winner.



BIG CARP LEGENDS SERIES
The anglers that shaped todays carp scene

01252 373658
www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk



Autumn Edges

96    FREE  LINE

bank and not only did the catch rates 
go through the roof but also the 
weights of the fish. But how many 
people use bait in the same way 
now? Not so many that’s for sure. I 
have definitely seen a trend in UK 
fishing where it’s all about just get-
ting a ‘bite’. I guess if people are fish-
ing short sessions then that might be 
all they want. Small traps and single 
hook baits with tiny PVA bags are 
very fashionable these days and of 
course they will work but it’s not the 
way I would fish most times.  

I’m always surprised at just how 

much carp will eat when they get 
their heads down and that very much 
goes for autumn and in to the winter 
too. Going right back to the mid 80’s I 
discovered that using more bait could 
bring success consistently over a 
longer period. On the old Darenth Tip 
Lake everyone was heavily in to the 
milk protein baits at the time and the 
regular locals would all fish in very 
similar way – cast to the spot and fire 
ten or fifteen freebies around the area. 
I went down a different route and 
used a fairly basic but very edible bait 
and used plenty of it, firing out 300 

baits each time before starting – and I 
was fishing two nights maximum 
back then. When some of the others 
heard of the amounts I was using it 
didn’t go down well with some of 
them at all, but the fact was that I 
caught really well right through that 
autumn and winter, including catch-
ing most of the big fish in the lake. It 
was the first time I realized that if you 
give fish enough food that they like, 
they will come and eat it! 

It was an experience that has held 
me in good stead for much of my fish-
ing ever since – as it has done for 
many of my European friends who 
consistently catch fish and the big 
ones too. Although my fishing has 
remained fa i r ly  constant  in  my 
approach from time to time I have 
changed my views sl ight ly and 
indeed the baits I’ve used. Red fish-
meals have been around a long time 
now but still catch very consistently. 
Of course the term ‘red fishmeal’ can 
cover a whole variety of different baits 
but there are enough good ones 
around these days, none much better 
than the Nash Monster Squid, which 
is what I’ve used a great deal in 
recent years and would be my num-

(Top)  I’m still amazed at just how 
much carp will eat at times. 
(Below)  A common from Mably Lakes 
in Wales, first time out on the 
coconuts. 



Autumn Edges

 FREE  LINE    97 

ber one choice for an autumn cam-
paign – or indeed one-off trips, which 
a lot of my fishing tends to be any-
way. I should think that everyone has 
at least heard of the Monster Squid so 
why would I see that as an edge in 
autumn? Well, again it goes back to 
the amounts that I use. The last three 
sessions that I’ve fished have all been 
fairly similar all for around a week in 
length but all on completely different 
waters. What they all had in common 
was that when I arrived to set up I 
was told that the lakes in question 
hadn’t been fishing very well and very 
little, if anything had been caught. 
How do you deal with a situation like 
that? From what I was told most of 
the people had cut right down on the 
baiting and were just hoping to nick a 
fish here and there, which is exactly 

what they had been doing. I’ve been 
in that situation many times now and 
indeed I have cut down on the bait at 
times and settled for a slow session 
with a couple of bites. But by far my 
best results have come from putting 
more bait out and sort of kick-starting 
the lake in to action again. You might 
say it could be a waste of bait just 
feeding fish that don’t want to eat, 
but on all three of the sessions men-
tioned I ended up having really good 
results and with some big fish thrown 
in too. I know that it wont always 
work as nothing is ever guaranteed in 
carp fishing but it has worked enough 
times for me to have confidence in 
baiting heavily most places I go.  

The main thing is that you need to 
have a good bait that the fish are 
going to eat and as I’ve already said 

I’m a big fan of red fishmeals. But in 
the last year I’ve also had to change 
my thoughts a little as different baits 
have come along, which I never 
thought I’d use but in actual fact have 
been winners from the outset! I guess 
if there is a pitfall with red fishmeals 
it’s that they are used by the majority 
of anglers. I know that my better 
results have come from the way I’ve 
used the bait but still, something dif-
ferent can really get things moving. I 
really thought my days of using ready 
made baits were behind me but you 
never know what’s around the corner. 
One bait which has really done great 
things for me is the Coconut Crème 
from Nash and it’s not intended to 
come across as an advert but I cant 
do any other than say that it’s some-
thing I’ve used and it’s worked really 
well from the start. I’ve taken it to 
Rodney Meadow, Colnbrook West, 
Mably Lakes and Mayfields and 
caught from the start on all of them 
with it. So for a bait with an edge in 
autumn – I wouldn’t hesitate to use 
the Coconut Crème. I think one of the 
reasons it works is that it’s just so dif-
ferent. Many of us are guilty of using 
the same type of baits over long peri-
ods, and I’ve been as guilty as anyone 
of that. But they just give a different 
taste and texture and they work – 
simple as that! If I can add just one 
more thing to the bait theme it would 
be hemp, something that has been 
working since I was a kid but fish 
never tire of it and I’ve used it a lot in 
the autumn, as I have at all times of 
the year. It seems to be another one of 
those triggers, that will get fish feed-
ing and I’m a great believer in making 
things happen rather than waiting for 
them.  

I do put a great deal of importance 
on bait but of course there is so much 
more to it than that. Fishing in the 
autumn is different to the spring and 
summer and the spots I look for 
change as the year goes on. Of course 
every lake will be different and some 
will have areas which produce fish all 
year round but in general there will be 
subtle changes. Much of the fishing I 
do locally is on gravel pits and the 
bars form not only great features but 

(Top)  With the aid of the marker float I 
like to find the base of bars and fish 
just in to the silt. 
(Left) The margins might still look 
attractive but I prefer to look for open 
water spots.
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they are used as roadways for the fish 
too. But while I might fish the mar-
gins or at least high up on any bars 
through spring and summer, in the 
autumn I start to fish the slightly 
deeper areas. My favourite area for 
much of my autumn fishing will be 
right at the base of a bar where the 
silt meets the gravel. It is simple 
enough to find with a marker float 
and all I do is cast well past the bar 
and drag the marker float back until I 
feel the first few taps of the gravel, 
then let the float up to the surface. 
The baits and rigs are then placed 
level or just behind the marker float in 
the knowledge that I’m just in the soft 
stuff right at the base of the bar.  

Generally speaking, I much prefer 
to fish open water spots as we move 
in to autumn – I say generally as every 
water is different as I’ve said already 
but when the leaves start falling from 
the trees I would rather keep away 
from as much of the debris as possi-
ble. I know carp will keep areas clean 

if they are visiting them regularly 
enough but for the most part the 
slightly deeper spots in open water 
are what I will look for. I often talk 
about my time on the Mere as it was 
such a special time for me but there 
was one area on there where I found 
one little clear spot in deep water. I 
kept baiting that spot regularly every 
time I was fishing close by although I 
never actually saw anything show 
and indeed I didn’t have a bite from 
there all through the rest of the year. 
But when autumn arrived the spot 
came good and in the space of a week 
I had commons of 27lb 12oz and 38lb 
4oz from there. They were actually the 

only two bites I ever had from the 
open water on the Mere but they 
made all those baiting times more 
than worthwhile. They were also the 
only two takes I ever had on pop ups 
on the Mere too. As time has gone on 
I use pop ups less and less and tend 
to rely on plain old bottom baits more 
than anything. I suppose it goes back 
to the bait confidence thing again in 
that if I’m expecting the carp to feed 
readily on all the freebies I put out, 
then why should I use anything else 
on the rig? Using highly coloured or 
highly flavoured hook baits goes back 
to trying to get that quick bite again 
and not looking further than a couple 

(Top)  I very rarely use zig rigs but 
they did account for a really good 
result when the temperature dropped 
in October. 
(Below)  The first of several fish on zig 
rigs fished mid water when other 
methods were struggling.
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of hours ahead. Some people like the 
idea of pop ups in the autumn in the 
knowledge that the bait will sit above 
any debris or fallen leaves on the bot-
tom, but I would rather just fish away 
from anything like that if possible.  

There are always exceptions to any 
rule and very little is black and white 
when it comes to catching carp – 
instead there are huge grey areas! 
I’ve laid out here what my approach 
would be for autumn fishing and nor-
mally I would stick to that. But as in 
all forms of fishing it pays to be vigi-
lant and take notice of what’s going 
on around you. It’s rare that I change 
things but if I think I need to I will. 
Going back a couple of years now I 
arrived at one lake mid October and 
although it had been warm when I left 
my house, by the time I reached the 
lake there was a thick frost and a real 
chill in the early morning air. The 
weather was set to be the same for 
the next few days, high pressure with 
cold nights and frosty mornings with 
the chance of warmer sunny after-
noons. Anyone who knows me will 

know that I rarely use zig rigs – I 
know they work but I also know that I 
can catch all the carp I need without 
using them and they go against all my 
theories on getting fish feeding on 
bait etc. But as I was allowed to use 
three rods on the lake I didn’t see any 
harm in at least trying a zig on one 
rod for a while. I fished a piece of 
black foam at mid depth in 7ft of 
water and to my surprise it went off 
within minutes! I played what was 
obviously a good fish for quite some 
time before it annoyingly fell off (one 
reason I don’t like zigs) but it wasn’t 
long before I had another take and 
landed a 27lb mirror. To cut a long 
story short I ended up with zigs on all 
rods and they easily out-fished every-
thing else. In the 48 hours I was at the 
lake there were nine carp caught and 
seven of those had fallen to the zigs 
on my rods! I lost probably another 
four fish too, so at that time a bait 
fished well up in the water was what 
the fish wanted with the cold frosts 
and high pressure conditions. It’s a 
method that I’ve only used on a hand-

ful of occasions since and I know it’s 
one that I will never use much but it 
just shows how important it is just to 
look at what’s going on. If I’d just 
stuck to fishing on the bottom I might 
have blanked and put it down to the 
lake being out of sorts but there is 
nearly always a way to catch carp, it’s 
just a matter of finding that way. 

For the most part carp fishing isn’t 
rocket science and you can make it as 
difficult or as simple as you like. Carp 
are creatures that like to eat the baits 
that we give them and the key is giv-
ing them the right amounts of the 
right bait in the areas where they 
want to eat it. In the autumn the 
habits of the carp will start to change 
depending on the weather and those 
who are best at keeping in touch with 
what’s going on will reap the bene-
fits. I’ve got some nice fishing lined 
up this autumn and I know I’m going 
to enjoy being out there as the sea-
sons change and hopefully there will 
be a nice fish or two along the way. 
Anyway enough of me – enjoy your 
fishing wherever you are!  n
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magazine, Bountyhunter Publications have put 
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