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Well  i t  seems Winter  can’t  make i ts 

mind up as to whether  i t  has started or 

not .  We’ve just  seen temperatures in 

the high teens at  the end of  November!! 

What must the carp be thinking?

This month we explore how to use 

bloodworm in your bait ing strategy.  Then 

we have 2 examples of  the combi hinge 

r ig.  Tom Stokes has been having a r ight 

result  s ince making changes to his .Danny 

Taylor  had one of  those golden sessions 

we al l  hope for.  See how hectic i t  got  for 

him. Michael  Madeley is  back discussing 

his  approach with plast ic  baits .  We also 

have some in session news from El l iott 

Gray, Tom Garrett  and Oscar  Thornton. 

We f inish up with an in depth look at 

one of  the country’s  most  outstanding 

venues -  Ashmead.  So much work has 

gone in to creat ing this  unique paradise.
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Val Dore Lakes

Experience the

FREE BROCHURE  : 
Call evening 

00 33 608 109 134
english spoken

or email us : contact@valdore.com

CARP AVERAGE
WEIGHT  :  30 lb

CARPS up to  74 lb ...!

W E B  :  W W W . V A L D O R E . C O M
email : contact@valdore.com

- £ 255 / angl / week
- 6 lakes - 60 acres
- 24 tons of carp
- Restaurant / Bar
- Wi昀 - Elect on swim
- Carpark on  all swims
- Log cabins
- Tackle shop

big carp venue
in northern
France Only 1 hr 1/2

from Calais !

RestaurantTackle shopCabins

90 MILES
FROM CALAIS

ONLINE

BOOKING

 AVAILABLE
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Renowned fish and wildlife artist David Miller 

has kindly agreed to provide illustrations for 

the cards which are issued annually to adults, 

young adults, juniors and senior citizens.

David is well known by freshwater anglers for 

providing the fish artwork which featured on the 

Environment Agency’s annual rod licence for 

15 years until the move to digital rod licences 

earlier this year.

His first rod licence artwork in 2009 featured a 

perch about to devour a worm and over the years 

he has continued to showcase the beauty of 

British fish, with each annual licence depicting 

a different species for coarse, game and carp 

anglers. They have included brown trout, 

New Look For 
Angling Trust 
and Fish Legal 
Cards
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salmon, grayling, pike, rudd, roach, 

barbel, tench, carp and gudgeon, 

and such has been the appeal of 

the Miller-illustrated rod licences, 

they have become collector’s items 

among many anglers.

David said: “I’m a long-time 

supporter of the work of the Angling 

Trust, particularly the work that 

they and Fish Legal do to fight 

against pollution and preserve our 

precious rivers, lakes and oceans, so 

I’m delighted that my artwork will 

be featuring on the Angling Trust 

membership card going forward.”

Jamie Cook, Angling Trust CEO, 

said: “I want to thank David for 

kindly offering to provide the 

artwork for our membership cards. 

We know how much many anglers 

enjoyed collecting the miniature 

works of art depicted on the rod 

licences over many years, and 

we are delighted that David’s 

wonderful images will portray the 

many species the Angling Trust and 

Fish Legal fight so hard to protect, 

promote and develop.”

The first Angling Trust and Fish 

Legal membership cards to include 

SHOCKLEADER

David’s work will feature a pike 

and will be sent out from this week 

to new members and existing 

members once they renew - so 

make sure you join or renew now 

to receive one of these beautiful 

membership cards.

David has also agreed to offer 

an exclusive discount of 5% to 

Angling Trust and Fish Legal 

members purchasing artwork from 

his online store. Members can 

access the discount code through 

My Dashboard on the Angling Trust 

website.

If you’re not yet a member 

of the Angling Trust, please 

consider joining. Not only will 

you be supporting our work to 

protect the waters we fish from 

pollution, promote the health and 

wellbeing benefits of fishing to the 

next generation of anglers, and 

develop angling opportunities for 

grassroots competitions, but also 

receive fantastic member benefits 

including discounts on tackle and 

bait, day tickets, fishing holidays, 

high street goods and more! You 

can find more information here.
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Stokes Signs for 
Kent Particles

Kent  Part ic les  are  de l ighted to 

announce that  TOM STOKES has 

jo ined us  a  Part ic le  consul tant . 

Here  is  Tom with  a  s tunning 

42 lb  Carp caught  recent ly  us ing 

our  Tiger  nuts .  To ce lebrate 

Tom jo in ing p lease  use  Toms 

discount  code at  the  checkout 

which is  TOM10 for  10% Of f 

your  order.
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FISHING 
RESORT
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A ready tied Ronnie Rig using ALL CTO 

products with a choice of our Curved, Wide 

Gape or Crank hook in 2 size options and in 

Barbed or Barbless. Made using their our own 

hook bead, Bait Screw OR Micro Hook Ring 

Swivel, Shrink Tubing and our new E-ZEE 

Quick Swivel, an open ended quick change 

swivel allowing for the full mechanics of the 

rig to be applied. Available in packs of 3.

•  £4.49

• www.carptackleonline.com

CARPTACKLE
ONLINE
RONNIE RIGS
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THE ALPHA WATCH SERIES
Alpha continues the 

legacy of precision and 

durability for those 

who demand the best, 

both in and out of the 

water. Drawing on the 

innovations of early naval 

instrument makers, who 

equipped frogmen with 

luminous watches for 

night operations, the 

Alpha is designed to 

perform in the most 

challenging conditions.

• ultra-scratch-

resistant sapphire 

crystal

• triple anti-reflective 

coating

• Swiss-made 

movement

• Webbing strap option 

in 5 colours

• from £350

• www.nitewatches.

com
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CATCHDRY
WATERPROOF COAT

GET 15% OFF 
WITH CODE:
BIGCARP15
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CATCHDRY
WATERPROOF COAT

GET 15% OFF 
WITH CODE:
BIGCARP15

CATCHDRY  sent us in a sample 

jacket just as the temperatures 

plummeted. We can safely say this is 

one of the best thought-out coats for 

the angler currently available. 20,000 

HH outer material in a range of 

colours and camou patterns to suit, 

with a luxurious fleece lining. We 

were dry and toasty in this. The extra 

length provides additional warmth 

and protectiion to your lower body 

and keeps your back covered when 

seated. Add an ample hood and 

storm cuffs this coat has you fully 

protected.

• 20,000HH outer shell

• Windproof and lightweight

• Shantoosh fleece lined 

• Waterproof zips 

• Adjustable fleece-lined, peaked 

hood

• Adjustable storm cuffs

• Fast drying

• £179.99

• www.catchdry.com

TAC-TEC
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PETROMAX
STAINLESS STEEL 
FIRE KETTLE

The Petromax Stainless-

Steel Fire Kettle makes 

it easier to brew up an 

essential cuppa, wherever 

the outdoor destination. 

The kettle is a self-

sufficient outdoor stove 

for any camp kitchen, 

ideal for preparing tea and 

coffee, and for warming 

up other cookware while 

preparing a meal.

• comes with a small 

compatible fire bowl 

with feet, that creates 

a solid stand. 

• Using small branches, 

twigs or fir cones for 

fuel, heat rises from the 

fire bowl through the 

inside cavity. 

• 750ml and 1.5l sizes

• £81.99 and £99.99

• www.petromax.com

For more on Reuben Heaton, Sportscale & RH brands 
call 01455 293000 or email info@reubenheaton.co.uk

Join Reuben Heaton on Facebook for all our latest news 

11337_RH A4 Ads_v1.indd   1 24/04/2014   17:05
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ROXXO PANTS - 
NEW COLOURS

TAC-TEC

• Water  resistant  500mm

• Sun protect ion

• EULAN® SPA 01 bug shield

• Windproof

• Highly breathable

• Durable

• Quick drying

• Stretchable

• £149.99

• www.geoffanderson.com
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OVER THE OVER THE 
MOONMOON

Luke Anderson is 
over  the moon.
What a morning f i rst 

UK 60,Moonscale at  63+ 
thanks to a l l  the boys 
that  come down to help 

/  witness & weigh
Send  in your carp catch reports  to 
info@bigcarpmagazine.co.uk
Got a story to te l l?  Send us an 
art ic le  with as many pictures 
as you can to support  i t 
including venue, r igs, baits , 
scenics etc
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UP THE UP THE 
ROADROAD

LONG LONG 
JOHNSJOHNS

BEN’SBEN’S
COMMONCOMMON

CATCH REPORTS

Jon Ramsey hits 
the road.
The Road Lake 

Upminster  doing i ts 
thing…..al l  40lb plus of 

i t

With a l i t t le  help 
f rom my fr iends.
Max Whitehal l  with 

Ben’s Common at  a 
whopping 46lb!

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s 
to John Tol l i t t  on his 
capture of  Wraysbury’s 
Long Sutton at  a  weight 
of  52lb 8oz 

Luke Anderson is 
over  the moon.
What a morning f i rst 

UK 60,Moonscale at  63+ 
thanks to a l l  the boys 
that  come down to help 

/  witness & weigh
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BYRONBYRON
BANKEDBANKED

CATCH REPORTS

A new pb to 
boot.
 Lee Thomas with 

a  46lb mirror  cal led 
“FALCOS” 

Rob Al len str ikes gold
one of  Cheshire’s  f inest , 

BYRONS at  43.2 

PB FORPB FOR
LEELEE

NOT ALL COATS ARE
100% WATERPROOF

15% OFF 
USE CODE: BIGCARP15

THE ULTIMATE WATERPROOF FISHING COAT
WWW.CATCHDRY.COM  - USE CODE BIGCARP15 AT CHECKOUT

20,000mm Waterproofing

10,000g/m² Breathability

Shahtoosh Fleece Lined

2.5 Layer Protection

Water Repellant Coating

Adjustable Hood With Peak
Two Waterproof Pockets
One Interior Pocket

Waterproof Zip +  Flaps
Adjustable Wrists + Hood

BIG CARP EXCLUSIVE

WWW.CATCHDRY.COM
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THE ULTIMATE WATERPROOF FISHING COAT
WWW.CATCHDRY.COM  - USE CODE BIGCARP15 AT CHECKOUT

20,000mm Waterproofing

10,000g/m² Breathability

Shahtoosh Fleece Lined

2.5 Layer Protection

Water Repellant Coating

Adjustable Hood With Peak
Two Waterproof Pockets
One Interior Pocket

Waterproof Zip +  Flaps
Adjustable Wrists + Hood

BIG CARP EXCLUSIVE

WWW.CATCHDRY.COM
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Jason Smith has 
only gone and banked 

another  40 on a day 
session .  The “Elusive” 

at  42lb 2oz . 

NOT SONOT SO
ELUSIVEELUSIVE

Mark Young lands 
Morgan at  44lb 10oz 

f rom Orchid
To top i t  of f  another 

mirror  at  28lb 4oz

MORGAN MORGAN 
MAKESMAKES
4444
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only gone and banked 

another  40 on a day 
session .  The “Elusive” 

at  42lb 2oz . 
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George Benos said, 
“What a di f ference one 

more nights makes, just 
when I  thought I  was gong 

home a blanker… a change 
in weather  condit ions and a 
drop in pressure and zero 
to hero, a  20,30 and this 

43plus, f rom the Manor”

Jim Chisnal l  has 
continued to bait 
and work an area of 
water  which has been 
the key to his  autumn 
campaign.  Bait ing an 
area of  shal low water 
has produced some 
stunning carp recent ly 
including this  one 
and his  latest  carp 
weighing 47lb 8oz 
known as ‘Bomb 
Head’ . 

ONE MOREONE MORE
NIGHTNIGHT

BOMBS BOMBS 
AWAYAWAY

Give Luke a Chance
Luke a f ish known 

as Bul lnose at  just 
under 52lb

NO FLUKENO FLUKE
FOR LUKEFOR LUKE



Martyn Reeves with a 
stunning Kent 40KENT KENT 

KRACKERKRACKER

CATCH REPORTS
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That’s  what i t ’s  a l l 
about 
Blaise Pr ice f ishing 

f rom 1st  Is land lands 
another  one of  the 

Orchid residents.  Cathy 
weighing in 44lb 2oz

ONON
FIREFIRE
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That’s  what i t ’s  a l l 
about 
Blaise Pr ice f ishing 

f rom 1st  Is land lands 
another  one of  the 

Orchid residents.  Cathy 
weighing in 44lb 2oz
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The act ion didn’t 
last  long (2  hours 

max)  for  Robert 
Burgess and Tom 

Maker  on Linear 
Fisheries B1 last  week 
made the smal l  window 
of  opportunity count.

Catching 7 f ish with 
them al l  being over 
30lb to 43lb 7oz.

WINDOW OF WINDOW OF 
OPPORTUNITYOPPORTUNITY

MT f inal ly  got 
his  hands on 

this  crazy forty 
something, one that 
appears on the bank 
very rarely at  THE 
MILL SYNDICATE 

MILL MILL 
MAGICMAGIC
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“CARP FISHING 
MAY HAVE JUST 

CHANGED 
FOREVER”

MULTI USE REEL WRAP 
5 USES IN 1
www.urbanfrogtackle.com            see us on Facebook 

®

FREE UK  

SHIPPING  

ON ALL  

ORDERS THE REEL RAPZ 
• SUPER CHARGE YOUR MONO 

• MAKE YOUR MONO HEAVIER THAN FLUOROCARBON 

• MAKE YOUR MONO SUPER SUPPLE 

• THE ULTIMATE IN PRESENTATION 

• SOAK & SINK YOUR BRAID / ANTI FRAP 

• LINE GUIDE / BAIT BOAT, BAITING CONTROLLER 

• LINE GUIDE / BAITING POLE, BAITING CONTROLLER 

• THE FIRST DEDICATED LINE INSTALLATION WRAP 

• REEL PROTECTOR – DEDICATED REEL HANDLE LOCK 

• SPOOL / LINE PROTECTOR 

• LOOK AFTER YOUR MOST IMPORTANT  

PIECE OF TACKLE “YOUR LINE”

Secret Santa discount code: BCCRIMBO24

NEW CHRISTMAS SPECIAL PRICES 
FROM 1ST DECEMBER 2024



Well  earned.
Max Lloyd nicked 

two this  morning with 
this  41lb mirror  being 

the best  one f rom both 
bites.

What a session for 
Jul ian Hal l  had recent ly 
over  at  his  Cotswold 
syndicate.

MAXEDMAXED
OUTOUT

HALL’SHALL’S
HAULINGHAULING

Dean Newman 
smashes i t ! !
TiLly 52.3lb pb oh 
yeah!

DEANDEAN
SMASHESSMASHES
TILLYTILLY

CATCH REPORTS
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Aaron  recent ly 
struck gold in the shape 

of  a  new PB common, 
this  40lb 8oz cracker. 

A u t u m n 
Cracker  for  Alex 
Woodcock with a 
43lb Stunner!

AARON AARON 
STRIKESSTRIKES
GOLDGOLD

AWESOMEAWESOME
ALEXALEX

BigCarp 35
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MISSING MISSING 
LINCLINC

Having been 
in ful l  swing on a 
campaign elsewhere 
al l  year, Andrew Batty 
made a return to his 
beloved 200 acre pit  in 
search of  i ts  big gir ls . 
Here is  the biggest  of 
the tr ip, weighing in at 
43.4 lbs . 

TOP 40TOP 40
HITHIT

Big hit 
on the pit . 

Ricky with 
a big hit  40

BigCarp 36
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ZIPZIP
UPUP

CATCH REPORTS

OUCH! what 
a z ip!  Jack 

Pr ice with the 
BBQ Zip at  52.07 

f rom Long Lake

BigCarp 38

Darryl  Peck’s Mainl ine 
shoot at  the Grenvi l le 

syndicate.  went real ly 
wel l , 7x 40s to 47lb, and a 

rake of  nice 30s a lso.  Big 
drops of  Cel l  and ISO Fish 
at  long range via the boat , 
then launching 15mm pink 
wafter  hook baits  over 
the top.

PECKINGPECKING
ORDERORDER
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A prior 
engagement.

Keith Pr ior  said 
“A nice November 
f ish and caught 
at  a  nice civi l ised 
t ime 7-30 a.m .45-
08 lbs.  That wi l l 
do.”

THAT’LL THAT’LL 
DODO

LIFE OFLIFE OF
REILLYREILLY

Mark Rei l ly  came 
down to The Res as 

part  of  a  lake exclusive 
the other  week and what 

a session he had!
Average Joe @ 47lb 4oz

KP @ 39lb 12oz
Scaley Mirror  @ 34lb 
2oz

BigCarp 40
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A prior 
engagement.

Keith Pr ior  said 
“A nice November 
f ish and caught 
at  a  nice civi l ised 
t ime 7-30 a.m .45-
08 lbs.  That wi l l 
do.”

Bag-Up for  Bagshaw
 Congratulat ions to 

Mark Bagshaw who just 
smashed his  UK PB with 
this  mirror  weighing 49lb 

4oz.

King Dino!
Keith Newton 

with Kingys awesome 
Dinosaur 41LB

BAGSAWBAGSAW
BAGS UPBAGS UP

DINO DINO 
KINGKING

BigCarp 41
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MOONEYMOONEY
ON THE ON THE 
MONEYMONEY

Epic Catch!! 
45lb of  pure 

epicness for  Jason 
Mooney!

BURGHFIELDBURGHFIELD
BRUISERBRUISER

Burghf ie ld Bruiser!! 
Advanced Angl ing 

reported a 54lb 6oz f rom 
Burghf ie ld Main Lake, no 
other  info at  this  t ime.
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SINGLESINGLE
SCALE FORSCALE FOR
SCOTTSCOTT

BROOM BROOM 
BROOMBROOM

S o m e t i m e s 
i t ’s  meant to be.  Scott 
Lloyd with one of 
Lynch’s remaining few 
that  evaded him. Single 
Scale at  a  colossal  48lb 
12oz

BigCarp 44

O r c h i d 
resident a lert . 
Nemo weighing 
in at  43lb 8oz for 
Kit  Mel l is

KIT KIT 
FINDSFINDS
NEMONEMO
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O r c h i d 
resident a lert . 
Nemo weighing 
in at  43lb 8oz for 
Kit  Mel l is

KIT KIT 
FINDSFINDS
NEMONEMO

Pick of  the bunch.  
Scott  Mil lbank 

f ished  Orchards 
syndicate this  week 
taking this  44lb mirror 

This  day was a 
good day, my f i rst  ever 
Cheshire 40+ common, 
f rom ear l ier  on in the 
year  , and what a carp 
she is , unknown to me and 
never  seen a photograph 
of  this  one so i t  made i t 
that  extra special .  My 
goal  was ful f i l led that 
day and the buzzzz st i l l 
burns 

GREAT GREAT 
SCOTTSCOTT

THE THE 
UNKNOWNUNKNOWN

CATCH REPORTS
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BEN’SBEN’S
BRACEBRACE
OF 40SOF 40S

What a moment!
A few weeks back I 
headed to Elphicks 
Fisheries f ishing no 
other  than North Lake 
with Swimbooker!  a 
brace of  40s for  my 
ef forts  was insane!
43lb and 43lb 8oz, 
what a surreal 
moment

BigCarp 46
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The History of Carp 
Fishing in Oxfordshire 

Paul Harris and Geoff Adams

CARD: 01252 373658 

PAYPAL: www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk

A V A I L A B L E  N O W

Carp fishing has a very rich history. In the early days of it 
becoming popular, Kent and the Colne Valley were the hot beds 
of our fledgling pastime and of course there was the legendary 
Redmire Pool.  

Into the new Millennium and one area above all others 
exploded onto the scene, this was of course Oxfordshire. The 
quality of the stock of carp in this county was incredible but 
where did these beautiful scaly beasts come from? When did the 
Leney’s get stocked? What were the origins of the famous Linch 
Hill fish and what of the history of the now infamous Linear 
Fisheries? Over the course of the pages of this book all will be 
revealed as Paul and Geoff have put together the facts of how 
these lakes were stocked and also banded together many 
successful local anglers, some of which have never published any 
of their catches, who tell their fishing tales on these stunning 
lakes. 

With more than 300 pictures of some of this country’s finest 
ever carp and several full page maps, this huge volume tells the 
story of Oxfordshire’s carp fishing history whilst still leaving a 
little bit of mystery for your imagination! 

Included within the pages of this book is the foreword written 
by local legendary angler and former tackle dealer Joe Taylor. We 
have chapters from Paul Kitchin on the legendary Vauxhall Lake. 
David Brian Williams tells us the story of the lakes in the City of 
Oxford itself! Chris Robinson has written an incredible chapter 
on two of Dorchester’s lakes. Orchid and The Lagoon. The 
history told in Chris’ chapter on these lakes is just incredible and 
wait until you see the pictures! 

Next door to The Lagoon is Dorchester’s Alliance Club Lake 
and Joe Forrester tells his story of the incredible scaly carp that 
inhabited this lake and how he outwitted them. 

We have a real coup in the fact that brilliant all-round Oxford 
angler John Everard agreed to be interviewed and he has an 
incredible amount of historical information to share, as has Gerald 
Stratford who is also included in this informative chapter.  

No book about Oxfordshire’s carp fishing history would be 
complete without the story of Oxford’s first forty and what a 
story it is. Richard ‘Paddy’ Paradine has never written or 
published any of his catches before and we have his interview here 
for you of his historic catch which was kept under the radar for so 
long. 

Nick Stansfield is a brilliant young Oxford carper who doesn’t 
shout about his catches. We have two incredible chapters from 
him from two of the county’s most iconic lakes, The Leisure Park 
and The Big S! Josh Chatfield has written a fantastic chapter 
which really gives you an insight into how fishing on The Leisure 
Park was back in the day when the Leney’s were still about and 
culminates with his capture of The Big Leney at its biggest ever 
weight, the iconic ‘Paddy’s Fish’. 

We have brilliant chapters on Newlands from Ginger Robinson 
and Milton Pools from Stuart Rothwell. Danny Aplin has written 
about his time on Linch Hill which will just blow you away! His 
pictures alone are worth purchasing this book. 

Nick Franklin has written a lovely chapter on one of 
Oxfordshire’s little known lakes and his account really hits home 
that carp fishing isn’t always about the numbers game. Sometimes 
it’s just you fishing for the unknown! There are superb chapters 
on Manor Farm from Paul Hathaway and St Johns from Stewart 
Roper.  

If that wasn’t enough Paul and Geoff have wrote chapters 
themselves which cover the stocking history of lakes, how the 
gravel company ARC played such a big part in the early stockings 
of Oxford’s lakes, the early days of Linch Hill and Linear 
Fisheries and facts and stories regarding Oxford’s other lakes, 
some very off the radar! 

If you like your history, you like carp fishing and love stories 
of beautiful scaly carp, there is only one book to purchase this 
year. Here it is…



Zig Brute for 
Josh.  Josh Lowe 

banked this 
brute of  a  mirror 

recent ly  at  over 
40lbs!  After  seeing 
f ish show in the 
deeper water, he 
placed his  bets 
in f ishing a z ig 
to the zone.

The Pr ice is 
r ight  for  Jack 
Pr ice with the 
VS Scattered Lin 
at  43.10 f rom 
Long Lake.

GOING GOING 
BIG ON BIG ON 
A ZIGA ZIG

RIGHTRIGHT
PRICEPRICE

CATCH REPORTS
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Gary Calton  was 
mighty pleased that 

Old Crinkle decided 
to pay him a vis i t  over 

the weekend ,especial ly 
as she came at  the end 
of  a  week in which he 
celebrated his  60th 
birthday!  She went 
49lb 4oz

Three UK 50’s  in two 
tr ips.  featur ing Peter 
Thorne.  Peter  Thorne has 
been enjoying some truly 
incredible results  at  Wel l ington 
Country Park.  The ‘Pretty 
Mirror ’  at  57lb8oz

HAPPYHAPPY
60TH60TH

HELLO HELLO 
PRETTYPRETTY

BigCarp 49
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EXCLUSIVE

As the weed begins to die 

back, the beds of  natural  food 

have fewer places to hide f rom 

the carp.  Because of  this , the 

carp focus in on f inding them, 

a perfect  example of  what 

they are looking for  is  a  bed 

of  bloodworm.

By imitat ing as c lose to 

as possible what they are 

natural ly  hunting down, you 

are heavi ly  pushing the odds 

into your favour!

Here’s  how to make the mix:

• Add some water  to a bucket

• Fol lowed by a generous 

helping of  the Cloudy 

Bloodworm Liquid

• Crumb up some Bloodworm 

Boi l ies and add this  to the 

bucket

• Now add a few handfuls 

of  the Bloodworm 12mm 

Boi l ies

• Next up, add some 

Bloodworm pel let  in mixed 

sizes

• Last ly, add some of  the 

matching Bloodworm Active 

bag mix

• Give everything a good 

mix, and add more Active 

Mix or  Boi l ie  crumb unti l 

you are happy

Now you have a mix at  your 

disposal  that  wi l l  act  as a carp 

magnet as they hunt out  the 

naturals!



EXCLUSIVE

BigCarp 52



EXCLUSIVE

BigCarp 52

EXCLUSIVE

BigCarp 53



DESIGN 

A

DESIGN 

B

DESIGN 

C

3 DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
In 9 different colours: Black, Grey Marl, Red, 
Navy, Bottle Green, White, Orange, Royal Blue 
and Brown 
“GEEZER” 
FRONT PRINT: UNION JACK BC 
WITH “LETS AVE IT!” 
BACK PRINT: GEEZER GETS 
EVEN WITH THE TUFTIES,  
DRAWN BY  
GLYN GOMMERSHALL

“SAVAY” 
FRONT PRINT: UNION JACK 
BC WITH “SEX DRUGS 
AND CARP THAT ROLL” 
BACK PRINT:  
SAVAY SCENE,  
DRAWN BY  
JOHN HARRY

“LEGEND” 
FRONT PRINT: UNION JACK 
BC WITH “WHERE LEGENDS 
ARE MADE” 
BACK PRINT: LEGEND, 
DRAWN BY LEN GURD WITH 
“STAND CLEAR APPRENTICE 
LEGEND”

£32.95 
+£4.95*

£32.95 
+£4.95*

£32.95 
+£4.95*
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£32.95 
+£4.95*

£32.95 
+£4.95*
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POLO 
SHIRT 
£29.95 

+£4.95*

SWEAT 
SHIRT 
£29.95 

+£4.95*

T- 
SHIRT 
£12.95 

+£4.95*

JOGGERS 
£32.95 

+£4.95*

LONG- 
SLEEVE T 

£16.95 
+£4.95*

BEANIE 
HAT 

£10.95 
+£4.95*

CAP 
£9.95 

+£4.95*

Only available in Black

HOW TO ORDER: 
1) Choose Garment 
2) Choose Design A, B or C 
3) Choose Colour 
4) Choose Size: S, M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL or XXXXL 
Place your order online at THE BIG CARP SHOP 
www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk 
Phone the order hotline 07768 731425 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 9.00AM UNTIL 9.00PM

RANGE AVAILABLE: ZIP HOODIE, SWEAT SHIRT, POLO SHIRT, T-SHIRT, TRAKKIE 
BOTTOMS, BEANIE HAT, BASEBALL HAT – ALL MADE USING TOP QUALITY 

GARMENTS – AVAILABLE IN 9 DIFFERENT COLOURS (Black, Grey Marl, Red, 
Navy, Bottle Green, White, Orange, Royal Blue and Brown) 

Please note the designs are only on the tops, but the Union Jack BC appears on all garments

BIGCARPMAGAZINE.CO.UK

*All orders subject to a 
postage charge of £4.95 for 

‘Signed Delivery’. 
PLEASE ALLOW TEN DAYS

NEW SUBTLE JUST THE BC LOGO see website 
for details
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EXCLUSIVE

1: Take a length of Coated Braid, and 
strip around 4 inches of coating

2: Form your Chod section using our 
Mouth Trap - knotless knot style

3: Fold over your Mouth Trap to set 
the height of your end section.

4: Pass your stripped section 
through your Mouth Trap loop.

5: Form an Albright Knot, ensuring 
your tag ends exit  the same way .

6: Set the length of your rig, and form 
a fig.8 loop at the end.

7: Cover your Albright with a blob of 
Dark Matter Putty.

8: Attach your chosen Pop-Up and go 
catch a carp!



DANNY TAYLOR



DANNY TAYLOR

90 MINUTES 90 MINUTES 
OF MAYHEMOF MAYHEM

BigCarp 59

EXCLUSIVE

Arr iv ing at  h is  Hampshire 

syndicate  lake  an hour  before 

darkness , Team Manager 

Danny Taylor  wasted no t ime 

gett ing h is  spomb rod out  and 

with  a  bucket  o f  hemp, maize, 

and a  mix  o f  Nutty  and LT 

boi l ies  swi f t ly  deposi ted to  a 

grave l  patch at  40  yards , and 

3  rods  t ram-l ined to  the  spot , 

i t  was  now just  a  matter  o f 

s i t t ing and wait ing for  them 

to  turn  up.

After  a  quiet  n ight , the  f i rs t 

b i t  o f  act ion came at  6 .30 

am, when a  welcome 25 lb  2oz 

mir ror  came to  the  net .

With  the  f ish  quick ly  s l ipped 
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into  the  reta in ing s l ing, the 

re-cast  rod was away 20 

minutes  la ter, th is  t ime, a 

chunky 32 lb  12oz  mir ror  was 

the  culpr i t .

No sooner  was the  f ish 

unhooked, the  middle  rod was 

next  to  scream of f.   This  t ime, 

one o f  the  lakes’  rea l  jewels , 

a  f i sh  known as  Johnny Long 

at  a  mass ive  44 lb  2oz , was 

the  next  to  t r ip  up.

Whi ls t  the  b ig  g i r l  was  being 

unhooked, 2  more  b i tes 

quick ly  fo l lowed, the  f i rs t 

be ing a  beaut i fu l  specimen 

of  33 lb  9oz , quick ly  fo l lowed 

by a  mir ror  o f  25 lb  8oz .

5  b i tes , 5  landed in  an epic 

90-minute  feeding spe l l 

before  Danny ca l led  i t  t ime 

at  9 .30am.
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During September a number of 

years ago, I  was spending a lot 

of  t ime f ishing onto a plateau 

that was real ly quite shallow on 

top, and shelved away quickly 

towards me. This area was also 

smothered in zebra mussels 

and was prone to cut-offs, so 

it  had to be f ished right.

Normally I ’d use Sub Braid, 

but it  was banned so the 

obvious choice was Kontour  

f luorocarbon in the 15lb, which 

has less stretch than mono, is 

tough as old boots and with 

the weight of it  would give me 

an acceptable l ine lay despite 

f ishing real ly t ight l ines.

With the tips up and my l ines 

stretching out over deep water, 

some 80 yards or so to the 

plateau, I  was happy my l ine 

would be suspended between 

me and the feature but would 

be f lat at the business end, 

with a long leadcore leader 

attached.

I’d caught plenty out of the 

swim by this stage and f ishing 

locked up and walking back 



EXCLUSIVE

BigCarp 66

once I’d hooked a f ish seemed 

to result in a good hooked to 

landed ratio.

Fishing with slack l ines, or 

slack clutches and letting the 

f ish get the upper hand would 

almost certainly result  in lost 

f ish but by doing the complete 

opposite to that I  was happy 

with my approach.

This mirror was one of the 

rarest and oldest carp in the 

lake, and despite it  looking so 

clean, it ’s an absolute dinosaur 

of a carp.

I  caught her late morning on 

the September ful l  moon, when 

the sun was high in the sky 

and looked and felt  l ike the 

chance was gone. Sometimes 

they come by surprise and 

when you look down in the 

net to see a carp l ike this one 

laying there, it  acts as a stark 

reminder to how important 

f ishing the swims safely and 

effectively can be – giving ful l 

thought to what gives you the 

best chance of landing that 

f ish in a particular swim.
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Burghfield Common
The sixth in our series of
Legendary Carp paintings is
none other than that awesome
creature, the Burghfield
Common. 

Only discovered in recent
years, Nigel Sharp rocked the
carp angling world when he
finally landed the beast after a
five-year campaign, during
which time he had only seen
this leviathan on a handful of
occasions. 

Regarded by many as the
original myth, there was much
speculation about its existence
at all, until it was finally
landed at an incredible weight
of 50lbs. 

Quite how it had evaded
capture for so many years is
still a mystery, but due to the
vast size of this huge gravel
pit, it simply became the
needle in the haystack. 

Once its existence was
verified by that first capture,
an army of the country’s top
carp anglers have invaded
Burghfield’s banks and some
feared its mystery would be
lost forever.

But no, this incredible beast
has still proven to be virtually
uncatchable with only a very
few captures in the past half a
dozen years. 

Undeniably a legend, this
beautiful animal well and truly
deserves its place in the Big
Carp Hall Of Fame. Coming
soon – the Royal Forty…

Strictly Limited to only 100
signed and numbered by the
artist.

The A3 prints are very modestly priced at only £25 and are available now on the Big Carp website www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk. Visit the site,
go to the shop and select the ‘Fine Art’ section. There is also more information on the rest of the series, which will be available at one to two-
month intervals, but I can tell you that the Black Mirror, the Burghfield Common, Heather, Jumbo, Jack, Mary, Clarissa, the Bishop, the Royal
Forty, the Fat Lady, Mary’s Mate etc are already on the list and we are up for any more favourites – just let us know – Rob Maylin

The Legendary Big Carp Series

B            
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Leading on f rom my init ia l  The 

imitat ion Game in November’s 

issue, and because there is 

so much to cover  I  decided to 

continue the art ic le  and pick 

out  some of  the key imitat ion 

baits  that  I  use, and also some 

other  bits  that  you wi l l  f ind 

interest ing and maybe never 

knew about !! ! ! !

Quick spikes and Sight Stops

To be honest , why aren’t  more 

people using these? I t ’s  a  s imple 

straightforward idea, that  not 

only holds any bait  secure due 

to the retaining barbs there 

not  actual ly  barbs more of  a 

retaining blob but I  wi l l  cal l  them 

barbs.They wi l l  adapt to any 

size boi l ie  including Snowman 

presentat ions and obviously 

plast ics.

From the photos you can see 

the retaining barbs and these 

gr ip the bait  internal ly  very 

securely, even with a hard cast 

you can be conf ident they are 

staying on.

The spike is  attached to a micro 

hook r ing swivel , so attaching 

to a D r ig is  perfect  with ful l  360 

degree movement of  the bait  up 
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and down the D, or  use on the 

Mult i  Rig.  They come in a long 

size, very handy when sett ing 

up a Snowman presentat ion and 

the smal ler  s ize to suit  maybe 

a s ingle bait  or  double corn/ 

Single Corn etc.

With a packet  of  quick spikes 

you also get  a  select ion of  s ight 

stops, ingenious so i f  you want 

to add a f leck of  colour  to your 

set  up simple push on your 

desired colour  s ight  stop, t r im 

so i t ’s  f lush and away you go, 

quick and so straightforward.

To use the spikes s imply push 

the spike into the Bol l ie  after 

making a pi lot  hole about 

1.5mm with a bait ing needle.  Be 

careful  of  the hook swivel  and 

tr im of f  the top after  adding a 

Sight Stop.  That’s  i t , you wi l l 

a lso f ind the spike is  made in 

such a way that  i t  wi l l  not  spl i t 

the bait .  Another  point  is  with 

the spikes changing baits  could 

not  be easier, as the spike can 

be reused.

Now the Quick Spikes are not  to 

be confused with the Enterpr ise 
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Hair  Rig Boi l ie  spike, they are 2 

completely di f ferent  entit ies!!! . 

The Hair  Rig Spike is  a  r igid 

l ightweight plast ic, with 

retaining barbs meaning nothing 

is  coming of f.  To use these 

again is  straightforward, once 

you have created your hair  t ie 

the end to the eye of  the boi l ie 

spike and set  the distance of  the 

bait  f rom the shank of  the hook 

before tying the knot less knot. 

These come in 2 lengths with 

the longest  ideal  for  snowman 

presentat ions.These are a great 

way to secure baits  on a hair 

r ig without f iddl ing about with 

l i t t le  bait  stops and an added 

bonus you can s l ide on a quick 

s ight  to add a f leck of  colour  i f 

required, a  pack of  these in the 

tackle box take up no room!

Right then I  am going to move 

onto a couple of  imitat ion baits 

that  I  use when rules a l low. 

Flavour pots I  a lways have 

these in the bag, especial ly  the 

Tiger  nuts.  A favourite bait  the 

Carp love, I  use both the Mini 

and large Tiger  nuts, but  mix 
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onto a couple of  imitat ion baits 

that  I  use when rules a l low. 

Flavour pots I  a lways have 

these in the bag, especial ly  the 

Tiger  nuts.  A favourite bait  the 

Carp love, I  use both the Mini 

and large Tiger  nuts, but  mix 

them in the same pot as there 

is  plenty of  Tigernut f lavour to 

keep them immersed, this  leaves 

you with an empty pot  that  you 

can soak another  bait  in the 

Tigernut f lavour.

A note on Enterpr ise Tackle 

f lavours, they are a l l  special ly 

formulated so they actual ly  soak 

in to the imitat ion bait  and not 

just  coat  them, this  means they 

wi l l  ooze the f lavour indef inite ly 

and not  be washed away on 

enter ing the water!!!  There are 

so many f lavours to look at  that 

at  least  one of  them wil l  suit 

you perfect ly.

Now as  I ’m only  cover ing what  I 

use  most ly  f rom Enterpr ise  I  can 

not  f in ish  th is  ar t ic le  without 

ment ioning the  Immorta l  range 

o f  boi l ies  and in  a  10mm /  12mm 

s ize  soaking away in  a  f lavour 

pot  is  just  so  handy, especia l ly 

i f  Crayf ish  are  knocking about .

The advantages  o f  having 

something l ike  these  in  your 

armoury  are  Ten fo ld .  So  they 
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wil l  reta in  100% buoyancy, 

they wont  lose  co lour, pest  and 

Crayf ish  proof  and do not  lose 

thei r  smel l .

So  that  wraps  up  my Ente rpr i se 

a r t ic le, you  might  not  be  a  fan 

o f  us ing  p las t ics  even  i f  the 

l ake  ru les  s ta te  you  can  and 

be l ieve  me  there  a re  s t i l l  a 

f ew, so  hav ing  a  pot  o r  2  in  the 

bag  wi l l  a lways  g ive  you  the 

opt ion .

The  qu ick  sp ikes  wi l l  secure ly 

ho ld  your  ba i t  and  i s  a  winner 

on  D  r igs , chod  r igs  o r  mul t i 

r igs ,  even  the  under  used 

Wi thy  poo l  r ig.

I  w ish  you  a l l  we l l  in  your 

Winte r  f i sh ing  and  thank  you 

fo r  read ing.
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1: Tie a 1.5” loop in some braid - trim 
and blob the tag ends.

2: Crimp a PTFE Spinner Swivel to 
25lb Boom using a 0.6mm Krimp. 

3: Now take the Supernatural section 
and loop to loop to the Boom section

4: Trim the end of a Medium D-Rig 
Kickers  and add a Micro Ring Swivel.

5: Attach the hook to the Spinner 
Swivel and secure the D-Rig Kicker.

6: Add a blob of putty to the combi 
section of the Boom, then steam it.

7: Take a No.1 Split Shot and some 
Bait Floss. 

8: Loop the floss around the bend 
and  pinch the shot in place.
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Phi l ’s  Lake has been smashing 

out the big’uns with two 

DIFFERENT Lake Records in 

under two weeks!  Tom Garrett 

landed Moony at  46lb 1oz, but 

around a week later  Stuart 

Simmonds netted Beau, a  few 

ounces bigger at  46lb 8oz! 

Tom told us, “I ’d been doing 

overnighters this  year, and 

sett led on a l i t t le  and often 

bait ing approach with a 

smal l  amount of  groundbait , 

CreAmino crumb and 

sweetcorn, with a few house 

pel let  mixed in.  I ’d been 
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bai t ing into  darkness  which 

had worked wel l  so  far  with 

a  38 lb  mir ror  fa l l ing on the 

Thursday n ight .”

“After  see ing some f ish  dur ing 

a  br ie f  v is i t , I  was  back on 

the  Tuesday n ight  with  my 

k i t .  I  ta rgeted a  s i l t  spot  at 

17  wraps  with  two F luoro 

D-r igs , ba i t ing with  a  few 

spombs o f  the  mix  every  2-3 

hours  unt i l  about  midnight .  I 

s tar ted again  at  f i rs t  l ight  and 

at  9am the middle  rod pul led 

up t ight!  Af ter  a  s low, dogged 

f ight , I  s l ipped the  net  under 

Moony -  with  a  new PB, i t ’s 

sa fe  to  say  I  f loated my way 

back to  work  that  morning!”

Tom’s  capture  o f  Moony had 

set  a  new lake  record, but 

that  wasn’t  the  case  for  long 

as  i t  was  p ipped the  fo l lowing 

week by h is  mate  Stuart !

Stuart  ment ioned, “ I  managed 

to  get  in  my second choice 

o f  swim and a f ter  a  br ie f 

explorat ion, I  set t led  on a  s i l ty 

area  just  o f f  the  grave l .  The 

bai t ing approach involved a 

mixture  o f  SLK and Bug boi l ies 

f rom 8-15mm, a longside house 

pe l le t , f i sh ing two wafters 

over  the  top”

“That  day passed quiet ly, but 

as  the  Harvest  Moon l i t  up the 

lake  that  n ight , carp  began 

showing around the  lake  and 

my conf idence rose  a f ter  a 

few l iners .  Short ly  before 

daybreak I  woke to  a  couple 

o f  beeps  and the  bobbin  t ight 

to  the  a larm.  I  soon caught  a 

g l impse o f  a  good f ish  in  the 

torchl ight  but  th is  is  when 

the  fun star ted as  i t  then 

proceeded to  go on a  couple 

o f  30-yard  runs!”

“20 minutes  la ter  I  f ina l ly 

netted Beau –  with  he lp  f rom 

my mate  Chr is , we recorded 

a  new PB of  46 lb  8oz!  I  was 

so  exci ted at  having caught 

such a  specia l  carp  and 

quick ly  ca l led  my mate  Tom 

who’d landed Moony to  say 

sor ry  that  h is  record  had only 

lasted a  week!  He was as 

p leased for  me as  I  had been 

for  h im a  week ear l ie r.”
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D-r igs , ba i t ing with  a  few 

spombs o f  the  mix  every  2-3 

hours  unt i l  about  midnight .  I 

s tar ted again  at  f i rs t  l ight  and 

at  9am the middle  rod pul led 

up t ight!  Af ter  a  s low, dogged 

f ight , I  s l ipped the  net  under 

Moony -  with  a  new PB, i t ’s 

sa fe  to  say  I  f loated my way 

back to  work  that  morning!”

Tom’s  capture  o f  Moony had 

set  a  new lake  record, but 

that  wasn’t  the  case  for  long 

as  i t  was  p ipped the  fo l lowing 

week by h is  mate  Stuart !

Stuart  ment ioned, “ I  managed 

to  get  in  my second choice 

o f  swim and a f ter  a  br ie f 

explorat ion, I  set t led  on a  s i l ty 

area  just  o f f  the  grave l .  The 

bai t ing approach involved a 

mixture  o f  SLK and Bug boi l ies 

f rom 8-15mm, a longside house 

pe l le t , f i sh ing two wafters 

over  the  top”

“That  day passed quiet ly, but 

as  the  Harvest  Moon l i t  up the 

lake  that  n ight , carp  began 

showing around the  lake  and 

my conf idence rose  a f ter  a 

few l iners .  Short ly  before 

daybreak I  woke to  a  couple 

o f  beeps  and the  bobbin  t ight 

to  the  a larm.  I  soon caught  a 

g l impse o f  a  good f ish  in  the 

torchl ight  but  th is  is  when 

the  fun star ted as  i t  then 

proceeded to  go on a  couple 

o f  30-yard  runs!”

“20 minutes  la ter  I  f ina l ly 

netted Beau –  with  he lp  f rom 

my mate  Chr is , we recorded 

a  new PB of  46 lb  8oz!  I  was 

so  exci ted at  having caught 

such a  specia l  carp  and 

quick ly  ca l led  my mate  Tom 

who’d landed Moony to  say 

sor ry  that  h is  record  had only 

lasted a  week!  He was as 

p leased for  me as  I  had been 

for  h im a  week ear l ie r.”
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BIG CARP
WAT E R C O L O U R  C A R P  PA I N T I N G S

The Legendary Big Carp Series

presents

This is the first in a series of watercolour paintings capturing England’s fantastic carp history. 
‘The Legendary Big Carp series’ has been especially commissioned to celebrate a massive milestone in

Big Carp magazine’s history – the 200th issue! Bazil, that famous Yateley North Lake legend, seen
here in her natural habitat, is the first in a set of numbered and signed prints – absolutely

breathtaking and scale perfect. The A3 prints are very modestly priced at only £25 and are available
now on the Big Carp website www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk. Visit the site, go to the shop and select the
‘Fine Art’ section. There is also more information on the rest of the series, which will be available at

one to two-month intervals, but I can tell you that the Black Mirror, the Burghfield Common, Heather,
Jumbo, Jack, Mary, Clarissa, the Bishop, the Royal Forty, the Fat Lady, Mary’s Mate etc are already on

the list and we are up for any more favourites – just let us know – Rob Maylin

www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk

fine arts

Price £25.00 plus £8.00 Recorded Delivery and tube.
Call 01252 373658 for card payment or go to our website for secure Paypal payment.
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OSCAR THORNTON

HAND HAND 
OF GODOF GOD
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Having  not  been  to  the  lake 

s ince  February, Oscar ’s  f i r s t 

por t  o f  ca l l  was  to  f ind  carp . 

A f te r  severa l  l aps , he  found 

the  ca rp  seek ing  sanctuary 

in  the  snags .

By  cas t ing  a  bare  l ead  to  the 

fa r  marg in  near  the  snags , he 

was  then  ab le  to  wa lk  round, 

and  by  us ing  the  ba i t  po le, 

was  ab le  to  accura te ly  p lace 

a  sma l l  so l id  bag, sa fe ly  on 

the  edge  o f  the  snags  where 

he ’d  seen  them.

His  usua l  b low back 

p resenta t ion  se t  up  wi th 

a  s i ze  4  Kamakura  Wide 

Gape  on  4- inches  o f  25 lb 

Supernatura l  was  used  wi th 

a  ba lanced  10mm waf te r. 

4oz  d rop-o f f  in l ine  l eads 

comple ted  the  r ig, wi th  15 lb 

Kontour  main l ine.

The  f i r s t  b i te  came wi th in 

10  minutes , manag ing  th ree 

more  that  day  to  44 lb  12oz!
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BIG CARP
WAT E R C O L O U R  C A R P  PA I N T I N G S

presents

www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk

fine arts

Price £25.00 plus £8.00 Recorded Delivery and tube.
Call 01252 373658 for card payment or go to our website for secure Paypal payment.

Mary and Mary’s Mate, the icons of the great Wraysbury complex… The British Record in the
arms of Terry Hearn and the brace which Sir Pete posed so wonderfully with on the back of his

legends book are but two of the many captures which have earned these two awesome creatures
their place in the Big Carp magazine legends hall of fame.

The A3 prints are very modestly priced at only £25 and are available now on the Big Carp website
www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk. Visit the site, go to the shop and select the ‘Fine Art’ section. There
is also more information on the rest of the series, which will be available at one to two-month in-

tervals, but I can tell you that the Black Mirror, the Burghfield Common, Heather, Jumbo, Jack,
Mary, Clarissa, the Bishop, the Royal Forty, the Fat Lady, Mary’s Mate etc are already on the list

and we are up for any more favourites – just let us know – Rob Maylin
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Over the years that  Mark and 

Shona Walsingham owned 

Ashmead i t  developed f rom 

a smal l  weedy pool  in the 

Somerset  wetlands (Goat 

Wil low) to an iconic carp water 

and wetlands nature reserve, 

creat ing memories for  so many 

carp anglers  f rom al l  over  the 

UK.

For  those unfamil iar  with 

Ashmead, i t  is  very di f ferent 

to the other  waters current ly 

control led by the Carp Society. 

In complete contrast  to 

Horseshoe, Farr iers  and Litt le 

Farr iers , Ashmead is  a  very 

secluded venue.  The entire 17 

acres is  broken up by a number 

of  is lands, with connecting 

channels  and pools  giving a very 

int imate water  with many of  the 

swims tucked away within the 

bankside cover.

One of  the clear  object ives of  the 

Society s ince i ts  init ia l  inception 

has always been to acquire 

i ts  own waters to be enjoyed 

by members.  The decision to 

proceed with the purchase of 

Ashmead wasn’t  taken l ight ly 

and many discussions were 

ongoing at  the t ime before we 

committed to the purchase.  The 

Board has always been mindful 

that  the waters current ly  under 

the Society’s  control  are a l l 

located in the Cotswolds, so i t 

was fe l t  that  a  water  in another 

area would be appreciated by 

vis i t ing anglers . 

I t ’s  approaching three years 

now since the Carp Society 

purchased Ashmead.  I t  was 

never  going to be easy to 

transit ion f rom a very personal , 

dai ly  hands-on, approach that 

worked so wel l  for  Mark and 

Shona to a more remote routine, 

as Ashmead became one of  the 

four  waters we have to manage 

f rom our base in Gloucestershire. 

Some aspects of  the transit ion 

have proved to be di f f icult , and 

there is  a  very vocal  group of 

anglers  who are very cr i t ical  of 

what is  happening at  Ashmead. 

Up to this  point  we have not 

commented publ ic ly  but  feel 

the t ime is  r ight  to make a reply 
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on some of  the issues raised.

1)      Comments that  we are not 

committed to Ashmead’s future 

. . .We suggest  i t ’s  easier  to let 

the facts speak for  themselves, 

with a summary of  expenditure 

and what has been completed 

to date.

a)      Electr ic i ty  and Fresh Water 

Suppl ies.  When the Society took 

over  Ashmead neither  f resh 

water  nor  e lectr ic i ty  was on site. 

Protracted negotiat ions f inal ly 

got  both instal led to serve the 

aerators, k i tchen, shower and 

W/C – cost  £30,000

b)      Kitchen Upgrade, Shower 

& WC Faci l i t ies.  The exist ing 

faci l i t ies the Society inherited 

at  Ashmead at  the t ime of 

purchase needed attention. 

The cabin has now had a 

f i t ted kitchen instal led, and 

the shower (previously served 

by lake water)  is  now fed with 

heated f resh water  –  total  cost 

£2,000.
c)       Car  Park.  With al l  the 

vehicles now attending site for 

ongoing improvements i t  was 

clear  the exist ing car  park was 

inadequate to deal  with this 
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level  of  t raf f ic  and would also be 

unf i t  to  accommodate vis i t ing 

anglers .  Suitable machinery was 

brought in, debris  skimmed of f, 

rough hardcore la id, topped and 

rol led with Type1 aggregate – 

cost  £5,000.

a)      Per imeter  Otter  Fence. 

Whi lst  Ashmead was sold to 

the Carp Society as having a 

ful ly  enclosing otter  fence, i t 

soon became apparent that 

the exist ing fence needed 

upgrading so that  we could 

ensure total  protect ion for  the 

venue’s residents.  Evidence of 

otters  was found on site and 

the s i tuat ion needed immediate 

pr ior i ty.  Subsequently, a 

professional  contactor  was 

engaged to erect  a  ful l  per imeter 

otter  proof  fence (s imi lar  to the 

one at  Horseshoe)  which wi l l 

now last  for  many years – cost 

£50,000.  The unwanted delay 

in the contractors c lear ing the 

rubble f rom the aftermath of  the 

new fence-bui ld was an issue 

which has now been resolved.

b)      Bank (and Is lands)  Clearance 

and Maintenance.  Maintenance 

of  bankside vegetat ion and fa l len 

trees, much of  which has to be 

init ia l ly  done by hand to create 

suf f ic ient  room for  machinery 

access.

Expenditure so far  … Plant  i tems 

purchased:

Mower, str immers and hedge 

cutters  -  £5k

Winch for  t ree and snag removal 

-  £3k

ATV to aid tree/snag removal  - 

£4k

Hired plant  i tems:

Diggers and wood chippers for 

t ree removal  -  £4k

Total  cost  -  £16,000

c)       Stockpond(s)  When we 

bought Ashmead, we were 

led to bel ieve there were two 

stock ponds on site holding f ish 

approaching 20lb, that  had been 

periodical ly  moved from the 

main lake.  One of  the ‘ponds’ 

was drained and was actual ly 

found to be devoid of  any carp. 

The pond has s ince been total ly 

redeveloped and now holds 

thirty C2 and around a hundred 
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hand selected C1’s.  To avoid 

any r isk of  cross-contamination, 

these f ish have been selected 

and reared f rom spawn taken 

f rom the main lake.  These f ish 

are current ly  being grown on, 

and when of  a  suitable s ize, wi l l 

be reintroduced to the main lake. 

Our thanks go to Just in who took 

the lead in this  project , and we 

are extremely grateful  for  his 

ef forts  on this  –  est imated cost 

£2,000.

d)      Caravan: Given the amount 

of  ongoing work at  the venue, 

our  staf f  have had to spend a 

s igni f icant amount of  t ime at 

Ashmead.  With the lake over 

two hours f rom our Horseshoe 

base and the local  B&B costs 

spira l l ing i t  was fe l t  necessary 

to purchase a second-hand 

caravan for  more convenient 

on-site accommodation – cost 

£3,000. 

e)      Long term plans …In total  we 

have invested close to £100,000 

over  the last  three years; 

evidence of  our  commitment 

to Ashmead as a long-term 
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investment to be enjoyed and 

appreciated by Carp Society 

members for  many years to come. 

For  anglers  who prefer  the more 

tradit ional  approach with peace 

and seclusion at  an int imate 

venue, coupled with some 

glor ious carp, then Ashmead wil l 

t ick a l l  of  the boxes.  Along with 

the necessary ongoing dai ly 

maintenance at  the lake, we have 

an ongoing schedule of  further 

works planned for  Ashmead as 

f inances al low. Members wi l l  be 

kept informed about scheduled 

updates and developments.

2)  Weed Control  and Long-term 

maintenance….Anyone vis i t ing 

Ashmead wil l  immediately 

be aware of  the prol i f ic  weed 

growth, this  was always going 

to be one of  our  biggest  issues 

and so i t  has proved.  Soon after 

the Society took over  ownership 

of  the venue an emergency 

developed that  required 

immediate attention in the form 

of  an oxygen crash caused by 

the excessive weed growth.  At 

the t ime of  the oxygen crash, 

the EA were actual ly  cal led in to 

attend and give a professional 
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opinion.  Their  repeated message 

was that  we had to address the 

weed situat ion which was out of 

control  and in danger of  taking 

over the place and was largely the 

reason for  the oxygen deplet ion. 

Aerat ion systems and generators 

were immediately sourced and 

located permanently at  the pool 

and kept running around the 

clock for  several  weeks, which 

involved dai ly  manual  attention 

on site.  The purchase cost  of 

generators, aerators and the 

necessary fuel  ( the diesel  cost 

a lone was in excess of  £6k)  – 

involved a total  cost  £10,000.

 With the oxygen cr is is 

temporar i ly  averted, to avoid 

a repeat  performance, i t 

was blatant ly  c lear  that  the 

excessive weed situat ion had 

to be addressed as a matter  of 

pr ior i ty.  The extent of  the weed 

growth was such that  manual 

removal  with rakes would not 

solve the problem quickly 

enough, so a professional  outf i t 

were engaged to provide a weed 

boat  and operator  for  a  week (£5k 

per  vis i t ) .  Such was the extent 

of  the weed the contractor  was 
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required to attend for  three 

separate weeks – total  cost 

£15,000.

Managing the weed has not 

been easy, but  long term we are 

committed to gett ing i t  r ight , 

both for  the welfare of  the f ish 

and for  the anglers  f ishing the 

water.

3)  Anglers access…We have 

made every ef fort  to maintain 

personal  contact  for  bookings; 

however, t ransit ioning f rom a 

family-or iented approach to a 

more business- l ike model  has 

been chal lenging.  As recent ly 

advert ised, we are moving to 

a syndicate system and wi l l 

monitor  how it  works.  Ashmead 

can be a tr icky water  to f ish and 

best  suits  experienced anglers . 

This  has always been the case, 

and we wil l  a im to explain this 

to anglers  looking to book, to 

ensure the continued welfare of 

the f ish and the environment.

4)  The Ashmead Carp: The 

pr incipal  a im of  any carp venue is 

to provide enjoyable carp f ishing. 

The stock levels  in Ashmead are 

largely unknown. At the t ime of 

the purchase, i t  was indicated to 
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contain in the region of  150 carp, 

pr imari ly  compris ing mirror  and 

common carp with a s igni f icant 

proport ion of  the stock said to be 

over  30lb.  Due to the sprawling 

maze-l ike nature of  the lake, i t  is 

hard to give an exact  est imate of 

the stock.  Over the last  3  years 

we have received catch reports 

evidencing a high proport ion of 

thirt ies.

The current  lake record is  Single 

Scale, a  big mirror  which peaked 

at  wel l  over  58½lb, with the last 

known capture being just  shy of 

50lb.  The lake has produced two 

40lb+ mirrors , and no fewer than 

four  40lb+ commons, the lake 

record common weighing in at 

44lb.  ( Information f rom previous 

owner Mark Walsingham.)

The stock is  of  t rue Leney 

carp, and a venue which has 

produced a 50lb+ Leney mirror 
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and four  40lb+ Leney commons 

-  and has the potentia l  to  repeat 

those weights -  is  a  very special 

venue indeed, which is  an apt 

descr ipt ion of  Ashmead.  I t  is  a 

very special  venue indeed which 

the Carp Society is  proud to 

own and promote for  the benef i t 

of  i ts  members.  For  many years 

Ashmead has been a high prof i le 

and inspirat ional  water  which 

has moved several  writers  to set 

pen to paper about i ts  beauty 

and prowess.  I t  is  a  water  for 

the ages.

5)  A reply to some of the crit icisms 

that  we are a c losed shop and 

do not  l isten to feedback.…

We do l isten.  The Carp Society 

is  not  a  c losed shop ( i t  is  a 

democracy open to a l l  carp 

anglers)  and we wil l  respond, 

but  not  to inappropriate posts, 

containing of fensive language 

and personal  insults .  We also 

need, where ser ious concerns 

and complaints are made, to 

go through a proper process of 

discussing issues and agreeing 

repl ies which can take t ime.

We understand that  emotions 

can run high.  Ashmead is  very 

special  to  so many people and 

as anglers  we understand how 

easy i t  is  to become attached to 

a water  and want i t  to  remain as 

i t  is , but  the real i ty  is  that  we 

are now the owners and must 

run i t  in  a  manner best  suited to 

the Society’s  membership and 

administrat ion.

I f  you genuine ly  care  about 

Ashmead work  with  us , te l l  us 

what  your  concerns  are  but  do 

so  in  the  r ight  way by emai l ing 

enqui r ies@ashmeadf ishery.com

6)  In  conclus ion: F ina l ly  we 

must  comment  on the  excel lent 

work  that  has  been done down 

there  by  the  Society ’s  F isher ies 

Management  –  Mi les  Carter, 

and h is  team -  and the  progress 

that ’s  been made to  improve 

the  venue for  v is i t ing anglers . 

A b ig  thank you goes  out  to 

a l l  the  bai l i f f s , vo lunteers , 

s ta f f  and anglers  who have 

supported the  Carp Society  by 

contr ibut ing to  the  work  that 

has  been completed.
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F R E E L I N E  4

A nother successful  Anglers  
Against  Litter  event  was carried 
out  on Sunday 17th November 
with the Trust  and River  Lea 

Anglers  Club partnering up to  remove as 
much l i t ter  as  possible  from one of  the 
stretches of  the Lea Navigation.  A great 
turnout  from club members and other 
members from the local  community  who 
managed to  remove 25 sacks of  l i t ter  from 
between Chalk bridge & Ponders End Lock. 
99% of  the l i t ter  col lected was non-angl ing 
related.  A huge thank you to  everyone 
who turned up and to  Canal  & River  Trust 
Angl ing,  who removed the l i t ter  on the day. 
We also presented 2 young “ l i t ter  heroes” 
with a  l imited edit ion #Shimano cap which 
made their  day! 
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Against  Litter  event  was carried 
out  on Sunday 17th November 
with the Trust  and River  Lea 

Anglers  Club partnering up to  remove as 
much l i t ter  as  possible  from one of  the 
stretches of  the Lea Navigation.  A great 
turnout  from club members and other 
members from the local  community  who 
managed to  remove 25 sacks of  l i t ter  from 
between Chalk bridge & Ponders End Lock. 
99% of  the l i t ter  col lected was non-angl ing 
related.  A huge thank you to  everyone 
who turned up and to  Canal  & River  Trust 
Angl ing,  who removed the l i t ter  on the day. 
We also presented 2 young “ l i t ter  heroes” 
with a  l imited edit ion #Shimano cap which 
made their  day! 
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The Angling Improvement Fund (AIF) has re-opened with 
£100,000 available to support angling organisations with projects 
that tackle the spread of invasive non-native species and increase 
biosecurity at angling venues.

The AIF is administered by the Angling Trust and is funded by 
the Environment Agency from income received through the sales 
of fishing rod licences. The AIF is just one of several ways the EA 
channels this income to support the delivery of tangible benefits 
to anglers across England.

Applications for up to £5,000 funding are invited from 
clubs, fisheries and other angling-related organisations. Joint 
applications from clubs and fisheries that wish to undertake a 
project covering larger areas will also be welcomed. The maximum 
award for these catchment projects is £10,000.

All applicants must have consulted with an Angling Trust 
Fisheries Support Officer before applying and should do so as soon 

Angling Improvement 
Fund To Control Invasive 
SpeciesAnd Increase 
Biosecurity
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as possible to gain the best possible chance of receiving advice 
before the closure of the application process at 5pm on Thursday, 
14 November 2024.

Applicants should attempt to match any award with a similar 
amount of funding from their own sources. This may include cash, 
volunteer time, donations, or a combination of all three. Successful 
applicants will be encouraged to complete any funded projects by 
31 March 2025 although consideration of a final deadline on 30 
September 2025 may be considered for broader projects.

Take a Friend Fishing 
Take a Friend Fishing Campaign Dates:
Our 24/25 Festive Take a Friend Fishing runs from Saturday 21 st of 
December
2024 to Sunday 5 th January 2025 (inclusive)
Spring 25 Take a Friend Fishing runs from Saturday 29 th of March 2025 to 
Sunday
13 th April 2025 (inclusive)
Take a Friend Fishing Key Messages:
Take a Friend Fishing offers more opportunity than ever to get out fishing 
with a friend during our
extended festive period and Spring campaigns.
Take a Friend Fishing continues to grow with our 2024/5 campaign offering 
more weekends and more
opportunity for you to go fishing and create those long-lasting friendships 
and memories.
Existing fishing licence holders can register for a FREE one-day fishing 
licence from the Environment Agency.
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20 Years Of 
Fox & Chilly

Twenty years ago, Ian Chillcott joined Fox International! An 

incredible journey for both parties, and it’s impossible to mention 

and include everything that has happened in that time in one post! 

But we have done our best to show 20 years in just a few slides 

Chilly said; “The 20 years with Fox International have been the best 

fishing years of my life. Although some may disagree, mine and 

their loyalty to each other, has made those years so incredible. They 

ignited all my Fires!!”

We couldn’t agree more, thank you for everything Chilly and we 

look forward to many more years to come.
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In a few weeks’ time, I will be going live with my annual Homeless 
Support Campaign for our Armed Forces Veterans. This year, I’m 
doing it slightly earlier and for a very good reason.
I feel the lead up to rememberance will ensure it’s more pivotal, but 
also this year I’m collecting sleeping bags, hoodies and coats too in 
order to distribute around the South West of the UK and South West 
Wales. This is where I need you. I will be going live with another 
fantastic auction to fish with myself on The Wharf, along with a few 
other surprises imminently.
However, if you’re a tackle company, holiday company, or anything for 
that matter. And you would kindly like to donate in order to support 
our homeless veterans via an auction etc please don’t hesitate to 
contact me. Tutorials, Holiday, Bait Package, Clothing Bundles... 
the list is endless. I have thousands of wonderful people within the 
Fishing Tackle Industry on my platforms alone who could make a 

Help/Support Required 
And Warning Order
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real difference, so please don’t just read and scroll. Act and step up 
where it’s needed, please.
If you’re also a company that has old sleeping bags or as an individual, 
you have some old hoodies, a coat, or a sleeping bag that you’d like 
to donate via dropping off or posting. Again, please don’t hesitate to 
get in touch. It will certainly keep someone warm this winter.
There is a huge armed forces homelessness crisis right now. Let 
me assure you. The dark and wet nights are here to stay for many 
months, so please help me so I can help others in desperate need. 
Together, let’s make a special and significant difference as we see 
out 2024 but at this very poignant time of year, too.
Thank you for your time, consideration, and help in advance. Auctions 
will go live within a few weeks and end on Remembrance Day.
Thank you, Mike Bridges

Britain’s Strongest 
Carp Angler Dies 
Age 75
Geoff Capes, the 1980s strong man, 
Olympian, 3 x gold medal winner 
in the commonwealth games and 
keen carp angler has sadly died 
age 75. The six foot five inch, 27 
stone Goliath loved a bit of carping and was a good friend of Derek the 
Don Richie. Derek said “I had the privilege to take Geoff out fishing on 
numerous occasions having him running around the bank shouting get it 
onnnnnn with Don thank you for the memories RIP BIG MAN XX” those 
of us who grew up through the eighties fondly remember Geoff in the 
world’s strongest man competition usually shown on tv at Christmas .
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Join Our Plastics 
Challenge

Don’t let plastic become part of our nature. Take on a Plastics Challenge 
litter pick. Every year, millions of pieces of plastic end up in and around 
canals, with a significant amount being carried out into oceans, negatively 
impacting the environment on a global scale. Plastic rubbish damages vital 
waterside habitats, such as grassland, hedgerows, banks and reedbeds, 
destroys precious inland aquatic ecosystems and habitats, impacts our water 
quality, and endangers species such as aquatic birds, water voles and otters.
Join our Plastics Challenge
By doing a litter pick at your local canal at a time that suits you, you can 
really make a difference.
What is the Plastics Challenge?
If everyone who visits one of our canals and rivers picks up just one piece 
of plastic and takes it home, they’d be clean within a year.
All we’re asking you to do is:
Visit your local canal and carefully collect any plastic you see
Dispose of it safely and sustainably by taking it home to recycle
Spread the word! Take pictures of your pick and use #PlasticsChallenge on 
social media to encourage others to get involved!



Carp Chat

F R E E L I N E  1 4

Join Our Plastics 
Challenge

Don’t let plastic become part of our nature. Take on a Plastics Challenge 
litter pick. Every year, millions of pieces of plastic end up in and around 
canals, with a significant amount being carried out into oceans, negatively 
impacting the environment on a global scale. Plastic rubbish damages vital 
waterside habitats, such as grassland, hedgerows, banks and reedbeds, 
destroys precious inland aquatic ecosystems and habitats, impacts our water 
quality, and endangers species such as aquatic birds, water voles and otters.
Join our Plastics Challenge
By doing a litter pick at your local canal at a time that suits you, you can 
really make a difference.
What is the Plastics Challenge?
If everyone who visits one of our canals and rivers picks up just one piece 
of plastic and takes it home, they’d be clean within a year.
All we’re asking you to do is:
Visit your local canal and carefully collect any plastic you see
Dispose of it safely and sustainably by taking it home to recycle
Spread the word! Take pictures of your pick and use #PlasticsChallenge on 
social media to encourage others to get involved!



Gerry Giles RIP
Carp Chat

F R E E L I N E  1 6



Gerry Giles RIP
Carp Chat

F R E E L I N E  1 6

I t  i s  wi th  deep  regre t  I  announce  the  pass ing  o f  my  fa ther 

Ger ry  G i les  on  Thursday  3 rd  o f  October  2024 .

He  spent  over  5  years  f ight ing  l i ke  a  war r io r  to  keep  go ing, 

a lways  fac ing  every  day  and  cha l lange  wi th  s t rength  and 

dete rminat ion  and  h is  sense  o f  humour  never  l e f t  h im.

Even  now he  wi l l  be  up  there  look ing  down laugh ing  h is 

bo l locks  o f f  a t  me, a f te r  he  to ld  me  to  pos t  an  announcement 

on  FaceBook  to  l e t  a l l  h i s  f r i ends  know when he  had  “  k icked 

the  bucket  “  (  h i s  cho ice  o f  words , not  mine  lo l  ) ,  sad ly  he 

never  gave  me the  password  o r  h i s  phone  p in  number  so  i 

have  spent  l as t  36  hours  look ing  fo r  a  way  get  in , and  i  have 

f ina l l y  done  that  v ia  an  o ld  emai l  address  on  an  o ld  dev ice 

that  was  s t i l l  l inked  and  i  guessed  the  password  to ,  Cheers 

dad  you  cou ldn ’t  o f  made  i t  more  d i f f i cu l t  i f  you  t r ied  lo l

My fa ther  was  an  o ld  schoo l  k inda  guy, that  had  to  exce l l 

a t  every th ing  he  d id, he  was  a  G1  ham Rad io  Opera to r, An 

exper t  ca rp  f i sherman and  a  keen  Meta l  de tecto r i s t .  He 

exce l led  a t  every th ing  he  a t tempted  in  l i f e.

He  was  loved  by  so  many  peop le  and  wi l l  be  ve ry  much 

missed, I  have  fo rg iven  you  mate  fo r  g iv ing  me the  CB Rad io 

hand le  Sk idmark  was  a  was  about  6  years  o ld  and  he  le t  me 

ta lk  on  h is  CB whi l s t  we  a re  a t  The  Great  Dorse t  S team Fa i r 

a long  wi th  h is  f r i ends  Dennis  and  Audrey  and  where  we 

met  the  legendary  F red  D ibnah  fo r  the  f i r s t  t ime.   Memor ies 

that  i  cher i sh  and  wi l l  never  ever  fo rget .

Thank  you , dad, fo r  be ing  more  than  a  fa ther,   you  were  a 

b loody  good  mate  to , a lways  g iv ing  adv ice  on  how to  dea l 

wi th  s i tuat ions  in  l i f e.

I  thank  you  a l l  f o r  be ing  such  great  f r i ends  to  my  fa ther.

R . I .P  Dad
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The new carp.online Hoodies are made from a high quality material 

with their logo high up on the shoulder. These are very comfortable 

loose fitting and are available in Olive Green, Black and Grey and in 

sizes S through to 5XL. Small size fits children aged 11+. 

• Olive, Black or Grey

• size S to 5XL

•   £26.50

• www.carptackleonline.com

CARPTACKLE
ONLINE
HOODIE
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THE HAWK WATCH SERIES
Favoured by armed 

forces and built for 

the most demanding 

conditions, the Hawk 2.0 

introduces a significant 

advancement in military-

grade durability. Its new 

case, crafted from a 

combination of carbon 

and polycarbonate, 

strikes the perfect 

balance between 

lightweight comfort 

and enduring strength, 

ensuring it performs no 

matter the mission.

• ultra-scratch-

resistant sapphire 

crystal

• triple anti-reflective 

coating

• Swiss-made 

movement

• from £375

• www.nitewatches.

com



Carp Scene

F R E E L I N E  2 0

These stunning indicators are 

made right here in the UK by Kudos 

themselves. There are  wide range of 

coloured heads available to contrast 

the carbon main body. You can opt for 

an isotope slot or not. 

The tried and trusted baa bearing ‘clip’ 

provides a sleek set up suitable for any 

tackle tart.

• Wide range of colours

• from £15.99

• www.kudostackle.com

KUDOS MIDI 
CARBON INDICATOR
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For more on Reuben Heaton, Sportscale & RH brands 
call 01455 293000 or email info@reubenheaton.co.uk

Join Reuben Heaton on Facebook for all our latest news 
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OCOOPA 
RECHARGEABLE
HAND WARMERS

The Ocoopa UT4 Camo is the camouflage edition of the UT4 Extreme,

• offering the same ultra-durable design and powerful performance, with a rugged 

camo finish  20,000mAh battery,

• IP56 water and dustproof construction,

• Up to 18 hours of heat and power 

• Fast charge technology, 

• Doubles as a high-capacity power bank. 

• Three heat levels plus a high-power mode

• Solid metal construction

• built-in torchlight

• £79.95

• www.ocoopa.com
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Ben and Barry Oconnor

Having had a great first year on our syndicate water the Dell 
in Essex, we happily rejoined for the second year running and 
agreed there was more to be had. Ben had holidays owing to 
him, so we decided to do a ten-day session on there. We had a 
busy schedule of matches coming up, so we wanted to get it in 
before then. The Dell is home to quite a few thirties and forties, 
and there is a distinct possibility of catching a fifty.  The weed 
is quite prolific on the Dell ,  and a few weeks before our arrival, 
the weed cutter had been doing his work. When we arrived, we 
could see piles of weed around the lake, so it appeared the weed 
cutter had been hard at it .  There were still  a couple of weed 
beds that hadn’t been touched, but these were left to act as a 
barrier down the middle between the swims on opposite sides of 
the lake. We did a circuit of the lake before settling on a couple 
of vacant swims.

F R E E L I N E   2 5



F R E E L I N E   2 6

Ben went into a swim in a corner, and I went in to one a couple 
of swims up from him. Ben had chosen the swim because there 
were some carp showing at about ninety yards. Although nothing 
was showing in my swim, I knew the spots to fish on, which gave 
me a lot of confidence. The fishing on the Dell is not easy by any 
stretch of the imagination. The question is do you fish three rods 
on separate spots perhaps to better your chances or all  three on 
one spot? I opted to fish on three different spots while Ben had 
two on the same spot and one out on its own. Our rig setups are 
virtually the same with short hooklinks tied to size 4 Deception 
D-X Curved Hooks. These hooks are individually inspected and 
are the sharpest hooks we’ve ever used. We’ve been using them 
for quite a while now and have had some very good results.  Not 
one has opened up or broken. We fish with total confidence with 
them. 

Ben and Barry Oconnor
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When fishing on the Dell you have to do a lot of plumbing about to 
find the clear spots. Sometimes the marker float doesn’t surface 
because of the weed. To overcome this problem, we put a Spomb 
float on the bottom of the marker float to make it more buoyant. 
The marker rises every time with the added buoyancy. Once the 
clear spots are established, each rod is cast to the chosen spot 
and clipped up. It’s then wound in, baited up, and recast back 
to the spot .  This can take a lot of time to do, but hopefully it 
will  pay dividends in the long run. It doesn’t stop there either 
because after getting the baits in place there’s a lot of Spombing 
to do. Initially each rod gets about a dozen Spombs of our mix 
over them. Top-ups are done as and when needed. A few hours 
passed, and the Spombing was finished. Effort equals reward. 
We could now relax over a cup of coffee. 



The first carp came to Ben, a nice 32lb mirror, which was soon 
followed by another mirror at 22lb 7oz. I  in the meantime had 
nothing on the first day. Next morning Ben phoned to inform me 
that he’d got another in the net .  I  went to his swim to help him 
with the weighing, and it was another mirror at 29lb 8oz. At this 
time, I  was still  blanking, so I decided to move into the swim 
next door, which had just become vacant . After moving all  my 
gear and settling in, I  got my marker rod and started plumbing 
about. About an hour later,  I  found a clear spot close to a weed 
bed at about ninety yards. The weed bed was between Ben and 
me and acted as a barrier between us. He was actually fishing to 
his side of it .  Where I was going to fish was about thirty yards 
from Ben on the opposite side of the weed bed. We felt that if 
we kept putting bait on these spots we could keep the carp in 
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NOT ALL COATS ARE
100% WATERPROOF

15% OFF 
USE CODE: BIGCARP15

THE ULTIMATE WATERPROOF FISHING COAT
WWW.CATCHDRY.COM  - USE CODE BIGCARP15 AT CHECKOUT

20,000mm Waterproofing

10,000g/m² Breathability

Shahtoosh Fleece Lined

2.5 Layer Protection

Water Repellant Coating

Adjustable Hood With Peak
Two Waterproof Pockets
One Interior Pocket

Waterproof Zip +  Flaps
Adjustable Wrists + Hood

BIG CARP EXCLUSIVE

WWW.CATCHDRY.COM
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Ben and Barry Oconnor
the general area. Every now and then we could see some carp 
coming up in the weed. 
Anyway, Ben Spombed to his side of the weed, and I did the same 
on my side. Ben now put all  three of his rods next to the weed, 
and I did the same. A continuous onslaught of Spombing began 
until  we’d put out about ten kilos of mix between us. Our Spomb 
mix consisted of Hooked on Baits Hemp, R9 and Blitz plus we 
added a sprinkling of sweetcorn and pellets to it .  We’d just 
joined A2 Baits,  and this was to be our first session using their 
boilies.  Our hookbaits were A2 Baits Creamy Toffee boilies so 
we put some whole and chopped Creamy Toffee in the mix. Some 
Creamy Toffee glug and Salmon Oil are stirred into the mix, and 
it’s left to soak for about an hour before we use it .  The Salmon 
Oil flattens the water for a while when it’s initially put out but 
then drifts away in the tow. If  a carp comes along and starts 
rooting around on the Spomb mix, it  releases globules of oil  that 
float to the surface. This acts as kind of an early warning system 
letting you know something is feeding on your bait .
It wasn’t long before I had a 21lb mirror on the bank, so the 
move had paid off.  Ben in the meantime had an 18lb 8oz mirror. 
Another day passed and my swim started to come alive. I  had a 
36lb 8oz mirror, which was quickly followed by another mirror 
at 40lb 6oz. The forty got caught up in the marginal weed and 
Ben went in with the net to retrieve it .  This was the first forty 
of the session, and boy was I well pleased. It went quiet for a 
while after catching the forty, so we started the laborious job of 
Spombing more bait out .  By the time we’d finished we had put 
out another 20kg of mix. As tiring as it is,  we feel the more bait 
we can get out ,  the more chance we have of catching. We’ve tried 
the roving tactic with small bags on the Dell and although we’ve 
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caught, we don’t catch as many as we do with loads of bait .
On the third day, during the early hours of the morning, I  had 
a 28lb mirror, which gave me a right royal battle.  It weeded me 
twice, but with perseverance and patience I managed to bring it 
to the net .  Ben in the meantime had snuck one out as well just 
before daybreak. His was a 32lb 4oz mirror. We did the honours 
with the camera for each other before having some breakfast . 
After breakfast we once again began Spombing. We were now 
Spombing in the morning, in the evening and sometimes in 
between. PVA sticks with crushed Creamy Toffee boilies in were 
attached to the hooks before every cast .  We use Castaway PVA 
for all  our PVA requirements. Castaway make all  sorts of PVA 
products such as mesh tubing, solid bags, and cable ties.  The 
PVA cable ties are brilliant .  Because we were fishing at a depth 
of ten feet ,  we were doubling up the mesh sticks. This stops the 
sticks melting too fast on the way down and exposing the hook. 
With so much weed about, we didn’t want the hook to get caught 
up on a strand of weed. The hooklink is threaded through the 
stick and the hook pulled right into it .  This method ensures the 
hook is safely out of the way until  it  has settled on the bottom. 
Our catching continued, and it was turning in to a great session. 
The fourth day brought us three carp: a mirror of 30lb 8oz for 
me, and mirrors of 27lb and 37lb 12oz for Ben. The 37lb 12 
had weeded itself not too far out ,  so Ben had to go in and get 
it .  Unfortunately as he netted it ,  the carp crashed onto the side 
of the net and broke one of the arms. Despite the broken net , 
Ben still  managed to get it to the bank. One of the bailiffs kindly 
loaned Ben a net for the rest of the session, which was nice of 
him. We’d now had eleven carp between us. During the night the 
wind got up really badly, and unfortunately my brolly system 
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upended. Only one peg was stopping it from being blown away. 
I  managed to shut it down before it blew away. This didn’t stop 
the wind from scattering my gear all  along the bank. It was a 
mess. I  got Ben to help me put it back up, as I couldn’t do it on 
my own because of the wind. We managed to retrieve my gear 
and get it back in the brolly.  Ben thought it was really funny. I 
didn’t ,  and for the rest of the night until  the wind calmed down, 
I was hanging on to the brolly.  Unfortunately the brolly system 
suffered some damage and needs replacing. Anyone got a brolly 
system they don’t need? 
My next carp came during the fifth day and was a 31lb 8oz mirror. 
Later that day I had a belting run, which had me playing what 
I thought was something special because of the powerful runs 
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it  was going on. It got weeded, but I managed to free it only to 
have it go into another weed bed. Ben was by my side waiting 
with the net .  It rolled about ten yards out ,  and we both looked 
at each other and nodded in agreement that it was a good carp. 
Ben did the honours with the net and told me I might have just 
beaten my PB. It was duly weighed, and the dial went round to 
45lb 12oz, and yes it was my PB. It’s a mirror called The Grey 
One. My previous PB was 42lb 10oz. Funnily enough it too was 
from the Dell .  Happy? You bet I was.
After all  the excitement, Ben went back to his swim. About an 
hour later my phone rang. It was Ben; he was into a carp and 
needed some help. I  got there in time to see Ben struggling to 
land a carp. Ben’s swim was quite muddy, so I put the waders on 
and walked out with the net to get the carp. Ben had got the carp 
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to the shallows, but a large ball of weed had come with it ,  and 
I couldn’t get the net under the carp. The only thing I could do 
was to remove the weed until  I  could see the carp and then lift it 
into the net by hand. I  removed some weed and could see it was 
a very good mirror and told Ben so. It all  went well,  and I got the 
carp into the net ,  but as I was returning, the waders got stuck in 
the mud. Unfortunately I was still  trying to walk, and over I went 
straight into the mud. I  was covered in it ,  but I didn’t let go of the 
net .  What a pro. Ben couldn’t stop laughing. I ,  on the other hand, 
wasn’t .  Later on Ben did the same thing and he too got covered 
in mud. Anyway drama over and we weighed the carp. It went 
41lb 10oz. I  cleaned myself up while Ben put the kettle on. While 
having a coffee, one of Ben’s other rods was away. Ben was on it 
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in a flash, and as he was playing it ,  Joe, a friend of ours, arrived. 
Having just fallen in, and I didn’t want to do it again, I  asked 
Joe to net it .  On went the waders, and out went Joe with the net . 
Ben in the meantime was slowly winning the fight with the carp. 
He got it close to Joe who netted it superbly. Joe brought the 
carp to the bank without mishap, and it looked another monster. 
It certainly was. It was another mirror and weighed in at 42lb 
dead-on. That’s two forties Ben had within an hour of each other. 
Could it get any better?
Over the next few days, we continued to catch. Ben had a 20lb 
mirror, a 27lb 8oz mirror and a common at 24lb. I  had a 32lb 4oz 
mirror. By now we had Spombed out a lot of bait ,  and we were 
running out .  So much so that Martin Free who co-owns Hooked 
on Baits kindly went and got us some more Hemp, Blitz and R9 
for us. Top man is Martin. With more particle mix available, the 
Spombing began again. On the second to last day Ben had a 17lb 
mirror followed by a carp called Megan’s Mate at 34lb 4oz and a 
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stunning 42lb 2oz mirror. The last day belonged to me when I had 
Crusty at 44lb 8oz, which put up a right battle.  Then a strange 
thing happened. The last fish I caught, which was the last fish 
of the session, was the same fish Ben had caught at the start of 
the session at 32lbs. I  had it at 31lbs. How weird! The session 
finished with Ben catching fifteen carp up to 42lb 2oz and me 
with ten carp up to 45lb 12oz. On this very productive session, 
we’d used 120kg of particle and 10kg of boilies.  The story didn’t 
end there though. We went back for a quick overnighter a week 
or so later,  and I beat my PB with Charlie’s Mate at 46lbs. We’re 
sure there is still  more to come from the Dell ,  and I can’t wait to 
get back there.   
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HAPPY DAYSHAPPY DAYS
John Quinn

The season on Cranwells  kicked off  on August  the 1 st,  having 
had a  month’s  shutdown in July.  I  f ished the f irst  couple  of 
nights  having got  to  the lake early  doors  with a  handful  of 
other hopeful  members who no doubt  were there to  make the 
acquaintance of  the Mighty Parrot .  I  managed an upper 20 
common on the morning of  the second day and was chuffed, 
as  i t  had come from a new spot  to  me and was chalked up for 
later  reference. 
Sadly  the king of  the lake was found deceased the fol lowing 
morning just  after  I  had left  the lake.  The membership,  and 
so i t  seemed the carp f ishing world as  a  whole ,  were in 
mourning.  The passing of  the great  f ish had a  major  impact 
on the atmosphere on the lake,  and very quickly  the number 
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of  regular  anglers  dropped considerably.  This  was great  news 
for  the l ikes  of  me who had joined the syndicate  not  only  for 
the Parrot  but  the other  absolute  bangers  that  resided there. 
I t  was game on. 
My next  session was around three weeks later,  and I  managed 
to  get  in  a  swim that  was taken pretty  much every t ime I  went 
to  the lake the year before.  Nice one,  I  thought .  Lots  of  water 
to  go at ,  and the area had a  reputation for  doing some of  the 
nicer  f ish .  Condit ions were good –  overcast  and intermittent 
sunny spel ls  with a  gentle  southwesterly  blowing. 
This  was actual ly  the f irst  swim that  I  had f ished the year 
before and managed two bites  on the f irst  session.  I  had a  good 
start ing point  for  two rods at  least ,  and I  planned to  move the 
third rod around unti l  I  found some action.  Al l  three went  out 
nicely  and were spread from left  to  r ight .  I  was happy,  and i t 
was t ime to  get  the camp set  up and t idy. 
A quiet  night  fol lowed,  and I  was up and watching at  f irst  l ight . 
As  I  did ,  and had been for  an hour or  so ,  a  good f ish showed 
out  to  my right  at  about  80 yards.  I  marked the show with 
a  bankside feature and had also the exact  distance that  was 
shown from tree ref lect ions.  I  f ish l ike this  a  lot .  I  left  the rods 
t i l l  my usual  t ime of  around 11.  I f  they haven’t  gone by then, 
i t ’s  t ime to  have a  look and a  rethink.  The remainder of  the 
morning yielded l i t t le  in  the way of  real  posit ive shows,  and 
my gut  feel ing was the most  of  the f ish were at  the other  end 
of  the lake and behind the is land and out  of  my view.  I  wasn’t 
overly  concerned,  as  i t  seemed to be the way on there for  me. 
Nothing the f irst  24,  then I  would get  several  bites  either  on 
the second morning or  throughout  the day and night . 
My pal  Bungle  turned up just  as  I  was winding in  and said he 



F R E E L I N E   4 8

John Quinn
of  regular  anglers  dropped considerably.  This  was great  news 
for  the l ikes  of  me who had joined the syndicate  not  only  for 
the Parrot  but  the other  absolute  bangers  that  resided there. 
I t  was game on. 
My next  session was around three weeks later,  and I  managed 
to  get  in  a  swim that  was taken pretty  much every t ime I  went 
to  the lake the year  before.  Nice one,  I  thought .  Lots  of  water 
to  go at ,  and the area had a  reputation for  doing some of  the 
nicer  f ish .  Condit ions were good –  overcast  and intermittent 
sunny spel ls  with a  gentle  southwesterly  blowing. 
This  was actual ly  the f irst  swim that  I  had f ished the year 
before and managed two bites  on the f irst  session.  I  had a  good 
start ing point  for  two rods at  least ,  and I  planned to  move the 
third rod around unti l  I  found some action.  Al l  three went  out 
nicely  and were spread from left  to  r ight .  I  was happy,  and i t 
was t ime to  get  the camp set  up and t idy. 
A quiet  night  fol lowed,  and I  was up and watching at  f irst  l ight . 
As  I  did ,  and had been for  an hour or  so ,  a  good f ish showed 
out  to  my right  at  about  80 yards.  I  marked the show with 
a  bankside feature and had also the exact  distance that  was 
shown from tree ref lect ions.  I  f ish l ike this  a  lot .  I  left  the rods 
t i l l  my usual  t ime of  around 11.  I f  they haven’t  gone by then, 
i t ’s  t ime to  have a  look and a  rethink.  The remainder of  the 
morning yielded l i t t le  in  the way of  real  posit ive shows,  and 
my gut  feel ing was the most  of  the f ish were at  the other  end 
of  the lake and behind the is land and out  of  my view.  I  wasn’t 
overly  concerned,  as  i t  seemed to be the way on there for  me. 
Nothing the f irst  24,  then I  would get  several  bites  either  on 
the second morning or  throughout  the day and night . 
My pal  Bungle  turned up just  as  I  was winding in  and said he 

F R E E L I N E   4 9

John Quinn

had been round and i t  was looking quiet  everywhere.  I  love a 
bit  of  info  l ike this ,  as  i t  helped me to  decide to  stay put  for 
the coming night .  A  quick run out  for  some supplies ,  and I  was 
back in  the swim for  round two.  I t ’s  nice  to  get  the l ines  out 
for  a  few hours during what  I  cal l  the dead period.
The rods were al l  sorted with fresh balanced Cel l  snowman 
arrangements  with one of  my homemade yel low Cel l  toppers . 
This  setup seemed to be outf ishing my normal  preferred pop-
up by miles  and had been doing so over  the last  couple  of 
years ,  a l though I  have found that  this  can change depending 
on the condit ions and t ime of  year. 
The rods went  out  nicely  and were felt  down with a  decent 
drop on al l  three with a  moderate amount of  freebies  around 
each one,  let ’s  say a  handful  and just  enough for  a  bite .  This  as 
always was accompanied by a  good old half  a  t in  of  the yel low 
stuff .  Happy days . 



Bungle  and I  had a  l i t t le  c ivi l ised social ,  a l though I  think the 
Top Deck had got  to  him as  he made his  way along the bank to 
his  swim.  We had some laughs.  I  turned in  at  about  11.  I t  was 
and had been unusual ly  quiet .  You normally  see a  few f ish go 
at  that  t ime of  year  irrespective of  where you are on the lake. 
Oh well ,  camping i t  was then. 
At  2am I  was awoken by the sound of  the buzzer in  overdrive, 
a  proper r ipper.  I t  was the r ight  hand rod where I  had seen the 
f ish show that  morning,  and i t  was properly  steaming off .  Now 
this  swim can be a  bit  tr icky when the water  level  is  down,  and 
i t  was low due to  the lack of  rain that  summer.  There is  a lso 
a  tree that  extends out  over  the lake to  the r ight ,  so  ideal ly 
you want  to  be in  the chesties  and down off  the swim and play 
and land the f ish from there.  I ’m just  glad that  I  wasn’t  seen 
trying to  get  into my waders and play the f ish .  I t  would not 
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have looked too clever  that ’s  for  sure,  but  hey ho,  I  got  into 
them and made my way down and in  to  the shal lows. 
I t  fe lt  l ike  a  good f ish ,  and my heart  was in  my mouth.  S lowly 
the f ish came towards me and must  have picked up some weed 
on the way in .  But  at  20 yards i t  decided i t  didn’t  care about 
the weed and started to  properly  pul l  back.  Not  long after,  I 
saw the f ish take a  gulp of  air  and then into the net  i t  went . 
Lovely  jubbly! !
I  peered in  to  the net ,  and a  good mirror  lay sulking at  the 
bottom of  i t .  I t  was 2 .15 and way too early  to  be sacking the 
f ish up,  so  I  secured the net  and went  and got  Bungle .  He was 
thri l led to  bits  to  be woken up,  but  i t  was payback from a social 
we had been on earl ier  in  the year.  Cheers ,  mate .  We weighed 
the f ish up and I  was happy with the 32lb 10oz that  the scales 
read.  Pictures  done,  rod back out  and back in  the bag.  Nothing 



further  occurred that  night ,  and I  was away by nine the next 
morning.  I  was happy with my result ,  but  more importantly, 
I  was happy that  I  had found a  new spot  and couldn’t  wait  to 
get  back on i t . 
My next  session on the lake,  the swim was occupied,  so  quite 
happily,  I  f ished a  swim at  the other end of  the lake that  had 
done a  few bites  for  me the season before.  I t ’s  a  funny old 
swim this  one and real ly  is  a l l  or  nothing.  This  t ime i t  was 
nothing,  but  I  had enjoyed my t ime at  the lake watching the 
water. 
St i l l  eager  to  get  back on the spot ,  I  went  again the fol lowing 
week.  I t  was now at  the very end of  September,  and autumn 
was giving way to  early  winter  quickly.  I  got  to  the lake nice 
and early  to  increase my chance of  gett ing back in  the swim, 
and lo  and behold,  the same angler  was in  i t .  He hadn’t  caught 
anything but  was staying on.  Funnily  also he was the only 
angler  on the lake.  Curses! ! 
I  had a  look around but  didn’t  see any immediate  s igns .  Also 
at  this  t ime there was an enormous amount of  f loating weed, 
and at  t imes i t  made areas of  the lake virtual ly  impossible  to 
f ish .  The area in  front  of  the swim I  had f ished the pervious 
week was relat ively  c lear.  I  knew I  could get  baits  down on 
spots  relat ively  easi ly  so again plotted up.  I  just  wasn’t  where 
I  wanted to  be.  I  knew that  the other swim would pay out  i f  I 
could get  in  there.  That ’s  f ishing I  guess . 
Rods were out ,  same game plan as  before on spots  I  had had 
bites  from on two rods previously,  and as  before use the third 
rod as  a  seeker.  I t  had become a  bit  chi l ly  as  the day wore on, 
and I  did see a  couple  of  f ish show.  There was a  gentle  breeze 
blowing direct ly  in  to  the swim.  I t  didn’t  look half  bad.  The 
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Carp fishing has a very rich history. In the early days of it 
becoming popular, Kent and the Colne Valley were the hot beds 
of our fledgling pastime and of course there was the legendary 
Redmire Pool.  

Into the new Millennium and one area above all others 
exploded onto the scene, this was of course Oxfordshire. The 
quality of the stock of carp in this county was incredible but 
where did these beautiful scaly beasts come from? When did the 
Leney’s get stocked? What were the origins of the famous Linch 
Hill fish and what of the history of the now infamous Linear 
Fisheries? Over the course of the pages of this book all will be 
revealed as Paul and Geoff have put together the facts of how 
these lakes were stocked and also banded together many 
successful local anglers, some of which have never published any 
of their catches, who tell their fishing tales on these stunning 
lakes. 

With more than 300 pictures of some of this country’s finest 
ever carp and several full page maps, this huge volume tells the 
story of Oxfordshire’s carp fishing history whilst still leaving a 
little bit of mystery for your imagination! 

Included within the pages of this book is the foreword written 
by local legendary angler and former tackle dealer Joe Taylor. We 
have chapters from Paul Kitchin on the legendary Vauxhall Lake. 
David Brian Williams tells us the story of the lakes in the City of 
Oxford itself! Chris Robinson has written an incredible chapter 
on two of Dorchester’s lakes. Orchid and The Lagoon. The 
history told in Chris’ chapter on these lakes is just incredible and 
wait until you see the pictures! 

Next door to The Lagoon is Dorchester’s Alliance Club Lake 
and Joe Forrester tells his story of the incredible scaly carp that 
inhabited this lake and how he outwitted them. 

We have a real coup in the fact that brilliant all-round Oxford 
angler John Everard agreed to be interviewed and he has an 
incredible amount of historical information to share, as has Gerald 
Stratford who is also included in this informative chapter.  

No book about Oxfordshire’s carp fishing history would be 
complete without the story of Oxford’s first forty and what a 
story it is. Richard ‘Paddy’ Paradine has never written or 
published any of his catches before and we have his interview here 
for you of his historic catch which was kept under the radar for so 
long. 

Nick Stansfield is a brilliant young Oxford carper who doesn’t 
shout about his catches. We have two incredible chapters from 
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l ight  faded quickly  as  i t  does that  t ime of  year,  and I  was nicely 
sorted with some quiet  sounds in  the tent . 
Bungle  cal led me at  around 6.45 to  see how it  was going.  We 
had been chatt ing for  ten or  so minutes  when I  had a  series 
of  bleeps on my right  had rod.  Head torch on and out  to  the 
rod,  I  saw the bobbin r ise  an inch and then drop back.  I  was 
thinking at  this  stage,  l iner?  Then i t  did i t  again,  but  this  t ime 
the bobbin rose to  the rod.  I  was st i l l  chatt ing to  Bungle  while 
this  was going on.  I  picked up the rod and felt  a  resistance 
and some weight .  First  thoughts  were that  a  tench had weeded 
i tsel f ,  and I  told Bungle  this  and had to  sort  this  bloody tench 
out .  Phone down,  I  carried on applying steady pressure,  and 
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the f ish started to  move from my right  towards me.  I t  then 
broke the surface at  about  20 years  out ,  and that ’s  when I 
thought ,  that ’s  certainly  no tench. 
I  saw a f lank of  huge golden scales  and thought ,  that ’ l l  do 
nicely.  The f ish was very obl iging and went  in  the net  f irst 
t ime of  asking.  I  peered over the mesh… Yes! !  I t  was Floppy 
Tai l  –  one of  jewels .  I  was blown away.  Bungle  thought  I  was 
winding him up when I  cal led him back.  I  laughed.  Kindly our 
mate John offered to  pick up Bungle  and come down to help 
with the photos .  Cheers ,  lads .  The f ish was weighed up at  42lb 
9oz.  Pics  done,  and we watched her swim strongly  off .  How 
mad was that?  I  was buzzing. 
I  was unable  to  f ish the fol lowing week due to  other 
commitments  but  the fol lowing week I  made my way back to 
the lake.  During my week off ,  a l though chuffed with my last 
capture,  which was a  new PB for  me,  I  couldn’t  stop thinking 
about  the spot  from the other swim.  I  kept  playing i t  over  in 
my head when I ’d  seen the f ish show.  Al l  the markers  were 
l ined up,  and I  had had several  conversations about  how I 
needed to  get  back in  there again and f ish the spot . 
This  t ime my luck was in .  The lake was quiet ,  and I  think 
only  one other angler  was on.  Yes ,  the pitch was free –  result ! 
Now I  know that  the saying goes ,  f ind the f ish before you set 
up… However,  the urge to  get  on that  spot  was so strong,  I  had 
to  f ish there no matter  what .  I  had taken a  day ’s  leave from 
work and was in  no hurry to  set  up,  rather just  soak up the 
atmosphere and watch the lake for  an hour while  watching the 
water  for  s igns . 
The rods went  out  nicely  again as  before ,  a l though I  moved the 
middle  rod to  a  s l ightly  deeper area that  I  had found.  The r ight 
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hand rod went  sweetly  to  the spot  that  I  couldn’t  stop thinking 
about  and the left  to  a  spot  that  had done a  couple  of  bites  for 
me previously.  I  was nicely  camped up by mid afternoon,  and 
the condit ions looked spot-on for  a  bite .  I t  was very mild with 
a  gentle  breeze blowing from left  to  r ight .  As  I  sat  there,  a 
f ish boshed out  bang on the r ight  hand spot .  You know those 
t imes when you get  that  proper nice  feel ing,  and I  sat  there 
grinning to  myself .  Game on!  I t  was a  cracking evening,  and 
my confidence was high,  but  the night  passed uneventful ly. 
I  was awake at  f irst  l ight  as  usual ,  made a  coffee and sat  and 
watched for  an hour.  This  is  def initely  bite  t ime on there,  so 
I  was f i l led with anticipation for  what  may come.  I  had a  cal l 
from my mate Trev the bai l i f f  who said he was coming down 
to f ish and perhaps have a  bit  of  a  social .  His  part ing words 
were,  “ I ’ l l  be  down in a  bit .  You’ l l  have one before I  get  there.”
Not  ten minutes  later,  the r ight  hand rod melted off .  Happy 
days .  I t  a l l  went  smoothly,  and the f ish put  up a  good account 
of  i tsel f  before wallowing in  the bottom of  the net .  Trevor 
turned up and said ,  “See?  I  told you so!”  We both laughed then 
weighed the f ish and did the photos .  I t  was a  very pretty  mirror 
of  just  under 28.  Not  massive by any means,  but  I  was chuffed 
to  bits  to  have caught  i t .  The other two rods remained si lent 
throughout  the session,  and I  was beginning to  wonder why. 
And my last  three bites  al l  came to my right  hand rod from 
two dif ferent  swims.  Strange,  I  thought .  I  packed up the next 
morning and went  home happy with my result  and couldn’t 
wait  to  get  back down there for  another go. 
I  managed to  get  down the fol lowing week and YES!  I  was able 
to  get  back in  there again.  Trevor was coming down as  wel l , 
so  another social  was on the cards and a  good crack as  always. 
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Pretty  much the same procedure fol lowed,  and I  was happily 
angl ing by mid afternoon,  hoping this  t ime to  bring one of  the 
other two rods in  to  act ion,  as  I  fe lt  confident  of  a  bite  from 
the r ight-hander again. 
As  I  sat  and watched,  the same thing happened again over the 
r ight  hand rod.  I  was grinning so hard,  my face hurt .  The spot 
had now seen my bait  for  probably best  part  of  f ive  weeks 
now on and off ,  so  I  fe lt  that  they knew exactly  what  i t  was.  I t 
wasn’t  deterring them from the area that ’s  for  sure.  Trev came 
down and went  in  the swim next  door that  commanded its  own 
water,  so  we were f ishing well  away from one another.  The 
BBQ was l i t  and some laughs had before we both turned in . 
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Condit ions again looked spot-on,  and i t  was st i l l  very mild for 
the t ime of  year.  The tawny owls  were becoming very act ive ,  as 
they knew that  winter  was coming,  and i t  was great  just  lying 
there l istening to  their  cal ls .  I  must  have dri fted off  at  around 
midnight  to  then be woken some t ime later  by the r ight  hand 
rod melt ing off . 
The same comedy occurred with me half  asleep,  trying to  get 
in  to  my waders .  I  very nearly  came a  r ight  cropper this  t ime 
but  managed to  sort  i t  out .  I t  fe lt  l ike  a  very good f ish this 
t ime,  and the heart  was in  the mouth as  the f ish took l ine from 
me on several  occasions but  al l  held well ,  and the f ish after 
a  good scrap was lying in  the bottom of  the net .  I  peered in 
and had a  feel ing I  knew which one i t  was –  one that  I  dearly 
wanted to  catch,  a  heavi ly  scaled mirror  that  I  knew was a 
good upper 30.  I  was proper buzzing as  I  levitated down to 
Trev.  By this  t ime i t  was around 5am,  and night  was start ing 
to  give way to  grey traces  of  dawn.  We decided to  retain the 
f ish unti l  i t  was l ight  so we could get  a  proper look at  i t . 
We stood about  and had a  chat  and watched the day start .  The 
f ish was then up and ready for  weighing.  I t  was the one I  had 
thought  and definitely  one of  the best- looking carp I  had ever 
laid  eyes on.  My face started to  hurt  again as  we recorded a 
weight  of  37lb 12oz,  and Trev did a  f ine job on the picture. 
I  was on cloud nine.  Again i t  was to  be my only  bite  of  the 
session,  and I  went  home a  happy angler.  Now at  this  point  I 
was thinking,  “You’ve had a  good run here son.  I t  won’t  last 
forever,  and i f  i t ’s  done,  be happy with i t .”  I  was,  but  was back 
again the fol lowing week,  and again the pitch was free . 
I  was quite  happy just  to  camp this  week,  as  I  felt  any expectation 
would just  be greedy.  They were al l  out  nicely  again,  but  I 
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was troubled by why I  could only  get  a  bite  from the r ight 
hand rod.  I  moved the left  and the middle  again in  the hope 
of  searching one out .  The f irst  night  passed uneventful ly,  and 
i t  was strangely  quiet .  Bungle  and Dave were coming down, 
so another social  was on the cards .  They arrived before 8am 
and passed in  for  a  catch up before they went  off  to  set  up. 
I  wound in  at  around 11.  Al l  three came back good,  and they 
had al l  def initely  been f ishing.  I  thought  I  would treat  myself 
to  a  nice  pub lunch down at  the Row Barge and power myself 
back up for  the last  part  of  the session. 
I  must  have got  back to  the swim at  around half  two and chatted 
with Bungle  while  gett ing my rods out  again.  I t  was very mild 
afternoon,  and shortly  after  gett ing the rods back out ,  wal lop!! 
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believe what  I  was seeing.  The swim was in  a  bit  of  a  mess , 
as  is  a lways the case after  gett ing the rods out ,  so  the usual 
t idy-up fol lowed.  Nearly  done,  and the r ight  hand rod steamed 
off  again.  I  had my waders on thank goodness so no comedy 
moment ,  just  down to the rod,  and I  was in  again.  No way,  I 
thought  to  myself ,  as  I  could feel  I  was attached to  another 
very good f ish that  had decided i t  was going to  take some l ine 
from me from the off . 
A  good scrap ensued with a  few hairy moments  that  were 
intensif ied by the weedbeds that  the f ish had to  come through. 
The Carp R Us Longshank Nai ler  held f irm as  they do,  and the 
f ish was in  the net .  I  could not  bel ieve my luck.  I  peered into 
the mesh and could see another very good 30 that  was heavi ly 
scaled.  This  can’t  be real ,  I  thought ,  and my face started to 
hurt  again. 
I  secured the net  and went  round to  tel l  Bungle .  His  response 
was hi larious.  We do have a  crack,  and he was convinced I 
was winding him up.  Eventual ly  he agreed to  come and have a 
look.  I  won’t  repeat  the names he cal led me as  he looked over 
the mesh.  We both laughed and said how mental  this  al l  was. 
Dave came round,  and we set  about  sort ing the f ish .  I t  was 
another of  the A-Team,  and what  a  f ish i t  was,  heavi ly  scaled 
and prist ine,  weighing in  at  38lb 4oz.  To catch this  one after 
the one the week before was absolute  madness ,  and I  doubt 
wil l  ever  happen again to  me during my angl ing l i fe .  Pictures 
were done –  thanks,  lads ,  and the f ish returned.  She swam off 
strongly,  which is  a lways the nicest  part  for  me.  The other two 
rods again did nothing,  but  did I  care?  Not  one bit .  I t ’s  st i l l 
odd to  me that  al l  of  my act ion has come from my right  hand 
rod in  that ,  the f irst  part  of  the season.  Perhaps i t ’s  my lucky 
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rod? Who knows? 
I  did manage another night  in  there a  couple  of  weeks later, 
and although nothing happened on that  tr ip ,  I  was st i l l  a  very 
happy man.  That  was to  be my last  session for  the year  on there, 
as  work commitments  dissolved any further  chances to  get 
out .  St i l l  with the best  part  of  the season to  come,  I ’m looking 
forward to  gett ing back on there in  the spring.  As  seasons go, 
I  have had a  belter  and had some great  laughs along the way 
and there wil l  be plenty more to  come,  I ’m sure.  There are a 
few other f ish in  there I  would dearly  l ike to  catch,  so  let ’s  see 
what  the future holds . 
Thanks to  Steve at  Mainl ine and Ian at  Colne Val ley Tackle  for 
your support  and the pals  who were around and were the best 
of  company.  Cheers! !

John Quinn

F R E E L I N E   6 2



rod? Who knows? 
I  did manage another night  in  there a  couple  of  weeks later, 
and although nothing happened on that  tr ip ,  I  was st i l l  a  very 
happy man.  That  was to  be my last  session for  the year  on there, 
as  work commitments  dissolved any further  chances to  get 
out .  St i l l  with the best  part  of  the season to  come,  I ’m looking 
forward to  gett ing back on there in  the spring.  As  seasons go, 
I  have had a  belter  and had some great  laughs along the way 
and there wil l  be plenty more to  come,  I ’m sure.  There are a 
few other f ish in  there I  would dearly  l ike to  catch,  so  let ’s  see 
what  the future holds . 
Thanks to  Steve at  Mainl ine and Ian at  Colne Val ley Tackle  for 
your support  and the pals  who were around and were the best 
of  company.  Cheers! !

John Quinn

F R E E L I N E   6 2





PREPARATIONPREPARATION
Ken Beech

All the best laid plans saw me starting to write this, and a few hundred 
words further to my intro to the team at Rod Hutchinson, I meant to 
expand on how I approach my angling and the key areas I concentrate 
on when out on the bank. However the word count soon crept over the 
thousand mark, therefore wherever it ends up, I hope you enjoy the read.
These days since ceasing self employment (self unemployment when the 
conditions looked good), I have set days when I can get out on the bank, 
and gone are the days when I can move my workload to suit weather 
conditions, angler pressure and even moon phases. I go when I can these 
days, and with my favourite time of year just around the corner, I like to 
be prepared, organised and focused when I am out angling, which over 
the last 30-odd years has honed my approach as follows:
My angling mentality is pretty basic and is based on three key areas:
Preparation
Watercraft
Angling effectively and efficiently
Preparation: Great timing for this piece, as I have just secured two new 
tickets for the coming year, one of which starts in a couple of weeks and 
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the other in April. Many of you may also be embarking on a new journey 
or just keen to hone your spring approach on an existing challenge. A bit 
of preparation work will pay dividends when the solar powered anglers 
start coming out to play and the fish start playing ball.
Preparation for me now starts in front of the laptop. Once I have my 
ticket, I will locate and label the lake on Google Earth, print out a couple 
of copies, and using the ruler tool I will measure the distances to islands, 
midpoints between swims, widest points etc. I will then trawl the forums 
for any potentially useful information. Then the fun bit begins when I 
get to visit the lake, get a feel for the layout and note which way the 
prevailing winds will blow etc.
A few years ago I was a member of the Farmwood Pool syndicate. The 
lake is a large, deep, exposed sand pit. Each swim has known areas 
of shallower water surrounded by depths up to 35 feet. I knew those 
features would take time to map out accurately, and I didn’t want to be 
thrashing the water to a foam once the fish were active.
Over a cold pint discussing the water, a plan was drawn up, which saw a 
mate and me down at the lake from February onwards, armed with four 
marker rods and a flask of coffee each.
We picked and noted a reference point in each swim, then cast from left 
to right until we found an interesting area, noted the direction on the 
horizon and measured the distance. Using the other three markers we 
then found the right hand edge, then the front and back of the area. These 
extreme edges of the area were measured, noted and eventually plotted 
on a swim-by-swim map. It took two months to map out the key swims; 
some of the areas found were known features, which most members were 
aware of, however what were known as small humps or bars turned out 
to be large features with lots of varied depths to explore. As it turned 
out, it was the deeper areas that didn’t get hammered like the shallowest 
spots, which produced the prizes. We also found a few bonus areas to 
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consider.
We now had a few swims on each bank that we could jump in when the 
conditions looked good, get the relevant map out, mark and measure the 
rods and drop the rigs and bait on the spots with very little disturbance. 
Our efforts were unknown to 99% of the members, however word must 
have got out, as members who came to visit us whilst fishing noticed 
the line angles were not pointing towards the usual spots. I wasn’t going 
to give away all our hard work that easily and soon got round that by 
sinking my rod tips.
More recently, I employed the same tactics on the famous Bedfordshire 
clay pit; the only difference being that this lake was a 260-mile round trip. 
Marking and measuring visits were not viable, so I mapped the swims by 
day and fished the nights. Technology had also moved on since my days 
on Farmwood. A lake map was printed from Google Earth on which you 
can see some of the features, so using the ruler tool, I could then roughly 
measure their distances and direction on the far bank and note it down 
for each swim. The ticket started in January, so I used my first few trips 
to fine tune my swim maps using the Google Earth map as a base to start 
from.
During one of these trips in January, I was sat in a swim called Alcatraz 
with all three rods fished on a small area at around 48 metres. In this 
swim, you bivvy up above your rods, which gives you a great view of the 
whole lake. At some point during the night, it rained. Just after first light 
one of my rods ripped off, and the usual routine followed in a methodical, 
calm fashion… NOT. Rip the bag open, swing round, Crocs on… Oooopps! 
Don’t forget the glasses, run down the slope towards the rods, right hand 
rod is away, try to stop before the rods… Oh no!! Crocs are no use on 
wet clay… I skilfully and elegantly skidded past my rods into the freezing 
cold water up to my nuts, picked the rod up still half submerged, wound 
down, picked up the slack, felt a kick on the end, and hey presto, a tuftie 
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popped up nailed on my pop-up rig. Luckily my preparation also extends 
to taking spare clothes.
In summary, deep waters are far more time consuming to map out, as 
the float takes so much longer to surface. The clay pit added another 
time consuming element in that all around the shallower areas, the lake 
bed in deep water was covered in a dark brown strandy weed, which 
clogged the float up and prevented it from rising. Unless you landed on 
the feature, it was a case of wind in, clear the float and chuck it out again.
All the extra effort and prep work detailed above can give you an edge 
when dropping into swims when the fish start to play ball and all the 
other anglers are thrashing the water to a foam, but it’s only used as a 
starting point. From then on, the picture in my mind’s eye of that spot 
will change with sightings and captures of fish and weed growth, along 
with any presentation issues I have to overcome. The hot areas within the 
area will reveal themselves and will get noted and fine tuned accordingly.
Your chosen venue doesn’t have to be a deep and feature filled carpy 
paradise to benefit from some extra work, as there are harder spots, 
clearer areas, area of fresh weed growth and snaggy areas on all lakes, 
which are a great place to start your campaign. All of which can be located 
in the colder months when the swims are empty, the weed has died off 
and water clarity is at its best.
My new water is again a 260-mile round trip, so with laminated map 
printed, it will be a case of walking round and round looking for fish. If 
I don’t find any, then I will set up in a swim from which I can watch the 
majority of the water, fish off the barrow until I am happy with my swim 
choice and be prepared to move if I see or hear anything carpy.
Preparation means different things to different anglers: rig tying, bait 
prep etc, all of which feature in my campaigns but comes after I know 
what is out in front of me in each swim.
I will cover my take on watercraft in my next piece.
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Nigel Sharp

During my time fishing on the famous Yateley complex, I became aware of a 
relatively small lake on the other side of a ditch behind The Corral swim on 
the North Lake. What drew my and several other anglers attention to that 
little water was the constant sounds of bite alarms, so being carp anglers, 
which are a naturally inquisitive bunch, we all started becoming interested 
as to what that lake held! If memory serves me right, the first carp I heard 
caught from there was by an angler that shouted across the ditch to get Terry 
Hearn’s attention to get some photos done. Obviously Terry obliged, and he 
told us about his little mission crossing the dirty, boggy stream to help this 
angler out, how nice the small intimate water was and mentioned how it 
might be one to keep an eye on in the future.
Not so long after that and roughly around the end of my Yateley days, I 
popped over to visit the Yateley munchkins who had started fishing the lake. 
In true Yateley fashion, Fat Al, Cooperman and a couple of the others were 
all set up having a social around the point area, so it wasn’t too long before I 
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was awash with tea. At the time the lake looked stunning, and the lads were 
all getting regular bites from the carp – Koi and grassies, so it suited their 
fishing on limited time. Having just done the Yateley thing and getting the 
bug and confidence to chase big fish in low stocked waters, this little lake 
(known as Mill Lane) wasn’t really my thing, so I just reminded myself of 
what Terry had suggested for leaving it for a future water and pretty much 
forgot about it.
Spinning the clock forward to almost 15 years later to the winter of 2011, 
Jon Mac rang me up one evening to tell me he was in my manor, and by the 
sounds of his excited voice, he was virtually begging me to come and join 
him over on Mill Lane. I was actually a bit busy that night, so I said I’d pop 
over and see him the following evening and have a catch-up.
That following evening, I found Jon around on the far bank behind the Corral 
swim. Straight away Jon’s excited voice was telling me about the current 
weights of the remaining stock and how I should be on that little water. I did 
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know the lake had produced a few decent fish up to over 40-plus, but when 
you’re hearing it excitedly from a likeminded mate, you’ve got to take note, 
and that’s just what I did. 
At the time, I was already fishing the local Sandhurst venue and wasn’t too 
keen on changing waters halfway through a winter, so I just left it to short 
visits. It’s funny really because although I was a local and good friends with 
the Boyda brothers who fished there, I didn’t really know a great deal about 
recent times and weights and soon worked out, like the Little Frensham 
thing, a local clique were trying their hardest to keep things quiet and 
certain anglers away. Well, this was soon to start changing because my not-
so-local mate Jon isn’t phased by that kind of thing, and he virtually lived on 
there that winter and caught a few, which I heard about firsthand and even 
photographed one of them in December. Jon actually kept his captures close 
to his chest that winter but told me everything, and just after the Christmas 
break in early January, he was virtually screaming at me to come and fish 



there because the lake’s largest resident had been caught at 52lbs 12oz by a 
local called Gooey Stu. Again, that capture was kept as quiet as it could be in 
the Yateley area, but word was out, and the locals panicked about the likes 
of me etc turning up on their quiet little open access club water. In fact they 
panicked that much new rule changes came in with time restrictions and all 
sorts. Funnily enough, I was pleased to hear this because although I’ve got 
plenty of time on my hands, I rarely fish long sessions like Jon, so a 72-hour 
rule with booking on suited me just fine, as it keeps the campers away and 
stops all sorts of swim rotation etc.
Anyway, although Taffs had just gone 50-plus and several other fish, two 
of them 40s, had come out that week, I didn’t jump straight in there and 
held fire, as I had other plans for my spring on a Reading water where I had 
another very big fish to try and catch known as The Brute.
After fishing hard all that spring on Pingewood, things didn’t go quite my 
way with the result I so badly wanted. Although I knew The Brute was only 
likely to do one capture during that spring, I was working more on the bigger 
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picture and thinking about a build-up to a possible ‘getting lucky with a 
summer capture’! Well, like I say, things didn’t go quite my way, and in late 
June, a young full-timer called Danny Mac that I’d befriended caught her at 
a huge weight of 49-plus. This was naturally a slight setback, but knowing 
that fish as I did, I wasn’t put off by Dan’s capture and returned the following 
week to keep the momentum going.
  Although I didn’t really enjoy fishing the lake, and anyone else in the same 
frame of mind would have used this as an excuse to back off, I considered this 
the right thing to do. Straight away on that visit, I found her in The Slipway 
snags and managed to secure the neighbouring swim. Obviously with past 
history of her doing a quick capture after a previous one, I felt confident 
she’d make that mistake again. Well I was right, and a few days later, she did, 
right over the other side of the pigging lake in The Pallets swim. Now if I said 
this didn’t give me the right arseache I’d be lying because it did, and after I 
packed up, I went and congratulated the angler before heading home.
After licking my wounds for a few days, I rang young Danny up to see what 
he was up to, as he’d done the right thing and pulled off after his capture 
of The Brute. During the phone call, I learned he was fishing over at Mill 
Lane. Being as the club (Farnham Angling Society) that owned Mill Lane had 
given me a complimentary permit for all the help I’d given them with junior 
teachings over the years, I decided to pop over and visit Dan.
 Although I’d spoken to Dan, I didn’t actually know where he was on the 
water, so it was just a case of walking around till I found him. No sooner 
had I opened the gate than I saw Dan’s little white van up the top car park 
so knew which way to head after parking my car by the gate. As I walked 
anticlockwise around the lake to see Dan, I was pleasantly surprised to see 
the lake was quiet. By the time I got to a swim pegged as 7, I saw carp milling 
around in the weed on the shallows to its right and fizzes from both tench 
and carp straight out in front of the peg. Naturally this caught my gaze for 
a good while, and straight away for some reason, I started making mental 
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notes as to where the bubblers were.
God knows how long I stood there watching this, but I eventually snapped 
out of hunting mode and went in search of young Dan, whom I found just 
around the corner in a swim known as The Slope or peg 13. While I sat 
chatting and drinking teas in Dan’s swim, I could see it was equally as lively 
as peg 7, and I started feeling the draw from this lake. 
During our conversations, Dan told me the fish had recently spawned, they 
had been feeding heavily since, and most the regulars had pulled off. Now 
being a carp angler of nearly 30 years at the time, I instantly saw this as an 
opening, and after leaving Dan’s swim, I walked the whole lake, saw that it 
was indeed very quiet, then found myself back in 7 watching the Mill Lane 
carp behave naturally before finally pulling myself away from the water’s 
edge about another hour later.
I don’t know why, but that visit got me thinking, and that evening, I decided 
that I’d do a couple of nights on Mill from the following day and maybe think 
about getting back over to Pinge the following week. The next day I found 
myself back at Mill fairly early for what many would describe as second light. 
To my surprise, the lake was still quiet, and the fish were still very active in 
front of Peg 7.
I’ve never been a fan of bucketing swims, but if it’s the done thing, you have 
to do it or lose out on waters where anglers can be ruthless, and from my 
knowledge of Mill Lane, I was under no illusion that this wouldn’t happen 
to me. After parking my car behind the peg that’s exactly what I did, then 
went for a clockwise walk around the lake, as I just can’t simply turn up and 
fish without walking a water. The reason why I went clockwise around the 
lake was purely because I didn’t want to get distracted by a tea drinking 
session, and I didn’t know how long the bucketing rule allowed me to claim 
a swim without fishing it. On that walk I found one very large fish, which 
was definitely over 40lbs, and I’m pretty sure it was the big’un known as 
Taffs. Taffs had actually been caught at 52-plus in January from Peg 7, but 
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where I found her, she was just lying up in the rafts in between pegs 33 and 
35. For a minute or two, I was tempted to relocate the bucket, but a moment 
of clarity told me she was just sunning herself away from randy males. The 
chances of getting her to feed were pretty minimal, so the feeding fish in 7 
seemed a better option for a few nights.
After completing that walk and having a tea in Dan’s swim, 7 still seemed like 
my best option, but I still had to go check on Taffs to see what she was doing 
or if she was still there. Luckily for me, that distraction was out of the way, 
as she’d moved off, so back to 7 I went. After setting up fairly quickly, I had 
a quick lead around on the areas I’d seen most of the bubbling just off the 
tip of the new island, which was formerly a point. Later on I found out that 
the reason the point had been converted to an island was due to typical club 
water antics over who’s water’s what battles, but from what I could make 
out with my marker float, it had made 7 a better swim. At the bottom of the 
island’s marginal shelf there was a firm silt gulley, which screamed bite. Just 
to the left of it at the same distance, in line with the left hand side of swim 
18 was a gravely raise, and beyond both silt and gravel areas was towering 
weed, like a wall, causing a patrol route from the open water to around the 
back of the island to where Dan was in 13, and the silty area where I’d seen 
most of the bubbling was like a crossroads between open water, weed bed 
and island, which separated the shallower end of the lake.
Once all that was mapped out, I did my usual, stuck to what was catching 
me fish at Pingewood and cast two hinge rigs tight up against the weed, one 
on the gravel and the other on the silt, then scattered about 40-50 freebies 
between the rods before settling down for my first night on the water.
That first evening was absolute bliss, and the only person I spoke to was a 
bailiff checking my night booking number. He seemed like a nice chap and 
chatted for a while. He didn’t seem to say much about the lake but asked a lot 
of questions about a mutual water we both had tickets for. Being a nice chap, 
I gave him advice how to fish that lake and thought I’d done a nice thing and 
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maybe one day he might share some Mill secrets with me, although I did 
suspect that now I’d been seen, the word was out, and I’d soon be receiving 
regular visits. Anyway, once the bailiff had gone, I settled down and woke 
early the next morning after an uneventful night. All I do remember about 
that night was how quiet it was. I suppose anywhere would be after fishing 
next to the M4 near Reading.
Anyway, as per usual, the kettle went on, and after wiping the sleep from 
my eyes, I sat watching the water and half expecting the Yateley scenario of 
a no-show from Mr. Carp. By the time the first tea was downed, the fizzes 
started all round my rigs, so I was well in the starting blocks and expecting a 
pick-up. That pick-up never came, and over the next hour, I got well and truly 
mugged off by Mill carp. After seeing what went on, I thought that maybe 
pop-ups weren’t the ones so swapped over to bottom baits on D-rigs about 
midday and introduced about a kilo of red fishmeals. 
Later on that afternoon, a regular called Kel turned up and dropped in peg 2. 
After he’d set his kit up, he popped down for a chat and openly told me he was 
going to put a lot of bait out and include some particle to get the grass carp 
in to hopefully encourage the carp to come in and feed. Kel also explained 
that his reason for doing this was because not many people heavily baited 
the water because it’s not the done thing and laughed about it.
That evening a couple of what looked like regulars turned up, so I watched 
them, as you do, and saw Kel’s observations were right – they all seemed to 
spot fish with light leads and very little bait. Maybe they didn’t want to over 
feed if they were doing work nights, but I took note of their precision.
The following morning soon came round, and like the morning before, I was 
up early and watching my water as the overnight boys started packing up. 
No sooner were they driving out the gate than the bubblers started, and 
by god they fizzed like mad on me for hours, but still no bite that morning. 
About midmorning, Kel had a take, and as predicted landed a grassy. Now 
I’m not too keen on grassies, but I’m keen on good info, so I took note, and 
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after I’d booked another night on the water, I decided to fill my swim in with 
every bit of bait I had left and made up a spod mix from some pellets and 
particles I had in my car.
On the third morning, in came the carp about 7am, and up came the fizzers. 
The swim was alive with bubblers, and as the weed cut up, out came the 
mallards too. About an hour of this passed, then whack! The bobbin hit the 
butt on the left rod fished on the gravel. Straight away a powerful fish ran 
me into the weed. This is where things went wrong for me due to barbless 
hooks. Normally I’m patient with weeded fish, so that’s the same stance I 
took, but the Mill fish were clearly good at getting off barbless hooks, and 
this was no exception. That session ended with no cigar, but it made me want 
to come back, and that’s exactly what I did do the following week rather 
than go back to Pinge.
Not only did I return the following week, but I came loaded to the gunnels 
with bait, and over the course of the next three nights, I loaded out 10kg of 
red fishmeals, boilies, 5kg of pellets, several tins of salty hemp and crushed 
tigers, tuna and sweetcorn. Basically a kitchen sink job of everything carp 
like to eat, and luckily the same swim was vacant again, so happy days. What 
went on from that session was another learning curve. My ever-faithful 
D-rigs were fished as usual, but the material I had started to let me down, 
and I lost fish on the second and third mornings due to breakages by the 
hook. This didn’t amuse me, so I ditched the stuff, and on my return home, 
I rang Gardner Tackle’s Lewis Read to see what he suggested I used instead 
of Amnesia. Good ol’ Lewis invited me over, and we went through several 
products and eventually settled on the unbreakable 30lb Mirage as a hook 
link.
The following week, I returned, and all I did differently in the same swim 
was use Mirage. After baiting on the third evening, I had a couple of visitors. 
During that social, one of my rods ripped off, and once again I got weeded. 
This fish didn’t want to budge, so the bailiff arranged a boat to extract it. While 
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waiting for that boat, the other rod ripped off, so then I had two weeded at 
the same time. Once the boat arrived, out we went, but both fish had gone. 
I felt gutted by this and needed a very good excuse to put the spectators off 
the scent, as the swim was clearly rocking. Luckily for me that excuse came 
in the shape of a cracked off zig in the weed that one of my lost fish had 
buried into. With this I came up with an “It must have been a trailer,” and the 
chaps bought it. So with that blind thrown, I managed to secure the same 
swim the following week.
Again that turned into another week of learning. The baiting situation 
remained the same, as I was getting the bites. All I had to do was fine-tune the 
rigs. Earlier on in that week, I started receiving strange takes and bumped 
a couple of fish after realising I was getting thrown by riggy fish on slack 
lines. Tightening my lines up definitely helped, but I still needed something 
else to bury the barbless hooks. The only answer to this was heavier 3oz 
leads. On the last night, that’s what I did, and just after dark on that evening 
up cracked the left bobbin, and I was in. Desperate not to let this fish weed 
me, I bent my rod double and virtually dragged the attached fish over the 
60 yards of weed between my swim and spot then let it fight under the rod 
tip where I’d not been so lucky to get a fish to before. This all went well, and 
after a fairly strange surface fight, Dan netted a fish. At first we half expected 
to see a grass carp as they know to come in easily then fight under the tip, 
but no, it wasn’t a grassy, it was a large common carp, and unbelievably one 
known as The Vicar. Now this was me getting even in a big way, as that fish 
wasn’t known to be too friendly and one many wanted. Maybe it was slightly 
spawned-out at 36lb 8oz, but I didn’t care; I was buzzing! Being high summer 
and early in the night, it wasn’t a good idea to retain such an old fish, so we 
did a few night shots, and I soon had the rod walked out, clipped up and 
back in the game.
That night Dan and I sat up buzzing and retired to our beds quite late, 
but I couldn’t sleep after finally opening my account. Just as the light was 
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breaking through and I was gazing across the misty surface, a big mirror 
showed in the weed at the back of my area. The bubble trail from that show 
headed straight to the right side of my baited area. Minutes later, the fizzers 
started, and the mallards arrived for their breakfast, kicking up from the 
spot. Literally as they started picking the hemp shells off the surface, crack, 
the bobbin hit the butt again, and I was in. As before, I gave the fish the full 
bend of the rod to stop it weeding me, and once again won that part of the 
battle and soon gained line as the fish hit the surface and kited to my right 
and onto the shallows in front of peg 8.
I think the fish soon realised its mistake and headed out from the shallows 
to back in front of me, which was well handy, and I gained more line before 
finishing the battle under my rod tip before netting what was clearly a large 
mirror. On closer inspection, I could see this was a fish Michael Owen had 
shown me a picture of the evening before known as Whiskers. Knowing this 
and the fact that it might go 40, I weighed her straight away, but I needn’t 

Nigel Sharp

F R E E L I N E   8 8



breaking through and I was gazing across the misty surface, a big mirror 
showed in the weed at the back of my area. The bubble trail from that show 
headed straight to the right side of my baited area. Minutes later, the fizzers 
started, and the mallards arrived for their breakfast, kicking up from the 
spot. Literally as they started picking the hemp shells off the surface, crack, 
the bobbin hit the butt again, and I was in. As before, I gave the fish the full 
bend of the rod to stop it weeding me, and once again won that part of the 
battle and soon gained line as the fish hit the surface and kited to my right 
and onto the shallows in front of peg 8.
I think the fish soon realised its mistake and headed out from the shallows 
to back in front of me, which was well handy, and I gained more line before 
finishing the battle under my rod tip before netting what was clearly a large 
mirror. On closer inspection, I could see this was a fish Michael Owen had 
shown me a picture of the evening before known as Whiskers. Knowing this 
and the fact that it might go 40, I weighed her straight away, but I needn’t 

Nigel Sharp

F R E E L I N E   8 8 F R E E L I N E   8 9

have bothered because she was well spawned-out and the needle settled at 
39lb 4oz.
Regardless of weight I didn’t really care, as I’d pretty much braced two of the 
most sought after in a night, and Dan had done me proud with the pictures of 
both of them. This was all such a buzz at the time, and now I had my method 
for feeding, hooking and landing them sorted, so all I had to hope was that I 
could keep getting back in the same swim and milk it for every bite I could. 
Like I said, weight isn’t that important to me, but luckily for me it was to 
others, and after Taffs had been caught during the following weekend at just 
over 40lbs, most of the regulars lost interest. This played straight into Kel’s, 
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Dan’s and my hands, and pretty much every week for the next month or so 
we managed to get back in the same pegs and keep working that area of the 
lake. 
The week that followed my brace was a bit of an interesting one. I don’t know 
whether it was sour grapes or nosey anglers, but one evening that week the 
bailiffs arrived like the SAS and demanded we all wound in both rods for a 
rig check. This did seem quite strange, as in the rules it was a case of one 
rod that the bailiff could choose randomly. But whatever, it did me a favour! 
After the check I recast my rod tight up against the weed bed at the back of 
my area, which I was unable to do earlier in the day after the morning kick-
up had blocked me from making that cast. The result of the recast was a PB 
27lb grass carp and the Little Golf Ball Common at 28lb 6oz at first light the 
following morning. Maybe it was the wrong thing to do, but the next time I 
saw the bailiff, I thanked them for the so-called rig check.
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After the check I recast my rod tight up against the weed bed at the back of 
my area, which I was unable to do earlier in the day after the morning kick-
up had blocked me from making that cast. The result of the recast was a PB 
27lb grass carp and the Little Golf Ball Common at 28lb 6oz at first light the 
following morning. Maybe it was the wrong thing to do, but the next time I 
saw the bailiff, I thanked them for the so-called rig check.
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Funnily enough, the following week, after repeating the process of getting 
in the same swim and baiting it heavily before others started baiting up and 
pushing the fish towards me (an old Yateley trick), I managed a couple more 
bites. Unfortunately I lost one, but the one I landed was one of the lake’s 
gems known as Two Scales. At the time of catching it, Dan and I didn’t know 
which fish it was, so we asked one of the bailiffs. After he’d identified it, he 
clearly had the arse for some reason or another. Maybe I was catching too 
many for his/their liking, but that’s fishing. Live with it, and if you’re going 
to try putting me off, I’ll just get more determined.
Well, with the spot/area still rocking and with Kel and Dan getting regular 
bites, it was a case of keeping the momentum going, and the following week 
we were all back. Kel managed to bag Taffs at a slightly heavier weight of 42-
plus, so with us three being the heavier baiters, it was clear that they were 
troughing what we were feeding them. By the end of that week, just I was 
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losing hope of my weekly bite and considering packing up. I noticed three 
small patches of pinprick bubblers on the gravely side of the spot. Just as I 
sent a text to Kel to inform him, the tip bent over, and I was doing battle with 
another carp. This fish managed to get tangled on my other line, and when 
its mouth came out the water, I not only clearly recognised it as belonging 
to The Parrot, I could also see my other line in the gap of the barbless hook 
and looking like one head shake could result in another loss. Wasting no 
time, I shouted to Dan to come and help me. Good ol’ Dan did just that and 
eventually jumped in and netted the fish that I couldn’t get any closer to due 
to it towing the other line and weed. Like everything else that was being 
caught, at 34lb 8oz, she was also down in weight, but who cares? I was going 
through them now and had to remain focused, and that’s just what I did.
Sure enough the following week, I was back, but I arrived a day later than 
Dan and Kel. Just as I started unloading my car, I heard Kel’s buzzer and saw 
his line cut up from peg 2. Like anyone would, I went up and helped out with 

Nigel Sharp



this, his second capture of the Small Tailed Common, one I’d definitely wanted 
to catch one day, and although I had slightly green eyes, I congratulated Kel. 
While this was going on, a bailiff swung in the car park then drove out a few 
minutes later.
At the time I didn’t think much about this, but later that evening while settling 
down for the night, that same bailiff suddenly appeared waving his book 
and looking narked at me. To say the least, this was phase two of hostilities 
towards me, and I was being accused of all sorts, which were really pathetic 
excuses to try and get rid of me. The way I saw it, after yet another weekend 
of gossiping, that bailiff had been wound up by the local clique that was 
trying desperately to keep the water a secret, and they didn’t like me being 
on there catching the fish. It was a bit childish really, as it’s a local to me club 
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water with a reputation for being difficult, which puts many off, and besides 
everyone knew about it anyway.
Anyway, back to the story… That swim still kept giving, and as mad as it 
sounds, after one very heavy bait-up after trying to change the strategy from 
baiting each day with a 5kg mixture and catching on Fridays, I tried to speed 
up the bite times by a day or so and went in heavy from the off with 12kg, 
leaving three for top-ups. The result of that was the Silver Common within 
hours of doing so. I wasn’t taken in by that success and put in down to an 
unlucky fish picking up the hookbait first, as I’d watched it start feeding only 
five mins before.
The last bite from that swim came at the end of August and was my one and 
only true midnight bite, so I did a couple of self takes, treated it and put the 
poor old warrior back. I call it an old warrior because it was, and it had the 
roughest mouth I’d ever seen on a fish. Apparently it was known as the Long 
Fish and hadn’t been caught in a while. It did have mouth damage before, 
but looking at it that night, it looked like the poor thing had been tethered 
for a while. 
Anyway, for whatever reason that swim suddenly died. You could surmise 
as to why, but I suspect it was down to the fact that it had suddenly become 
very popular. I was struggling to get back in it, and some who were fishing it 
couldn’t handle the weed and raked it out so much it changed the area, and 
the fish became wise to it
I did try fishing around the pond for a bit and became interested in the deeper 
area behind the island from pegs 21-23 where I’d heard them jump at night 
during low pressure. This area came alive one morning, but unfortunately 
for me, I wasn’t the angler in there that week. The one that was caught Taffs 
at a better weight of 44-plus. With that capture, and being as my mate Mark 
Fisher had just brought the Frimley complex during the great Cemex sell off, 
I decided to call it a day for the year and go and give Mark a hand with what 
was effectively my old stomping ground.
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 The Spring Of 2016 And A Return To Mill Lane
After spending three great years back over on the Frimley complex helping 
Mark Fisher change the place from a rundown fishery to a much better place 
for the fish, the future and the members, and whilst doing all this work and 
organising countless work parties, I did fit in a lot of regular fishing time 
on both Pits 3 and 4 and had some excellent results, catching several 40s, 
countless 30s and god knows how many 20s. This was all well and good, but 
by late 2015, I started realising that I’d pretty much caught most of the big 
fish on the complex except for a couple of big commons and fullies. With this 
in mind, I started to think more about making a return to Mill Lane in 2016 
regardless of whether I caught those last few on my Frimley wish list.
As I always do when considering taking on a campaign, I started plotting this 
move and planned to start looking after the Christmas break despite still 
catching consistently from Frimley in my hunt for the Big Fully. On the first 
Sunday afternoon after the Christmas break, half expecting it to be empty, I 
drove over to Mill Lane to reacquaint myself with the water. Despite having 
not fished it for a few years (being as it was local and a few of my mates had 
fished it during my absence), I was well aware that the fish had regained 
their weights after the 2012 spawning and hadn’t spawned since. From 
what I knew, Taffs had been caught at weights up to just shy of 55lbs, and 
Whiskers had also been out at over 50lbs in 2014, not to mention the rest 
of the backup stock, which is incredible for a small water. As you’d expect, I 
was buzzing on the short journey! 
On opening the gate, I was a tad shocked to see a few motors parked up and 
temporarily felt a little deflated, as I thought I could have had a sneaky look 
around and not get noticed. This wasn’t to be the case though, so with hood 
up and glasses on, I got out of my car and walked up to the water’s edge in 
swim 3. As I gazed across the lake for the first time in a few years, I worked 
out why there were a few cars parked up when I saw two blokes in a boat 
rowing across the lake and a group of lads appearing to be doing some work 
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on the far bank. Great, I thought, the bailiffs are having a work party, and 
with my previous experiences with them, I wasn’t too keen on having a chat 
with any of them, but I was still going to walk the water regardless of former 
hostilities.
On my way round anticlockwise (the opposite way to which the boat went), I 
stopped for a good look in each swim until I got to the Slope (peg13). Whilst 
standing there for the standard scan, I noticed several bubbles coming up, and 
by the way they were moving around, they definitely weren’t gas bubbles. To 
me they looked very similar to the way the fish at Frimley had been bubbling 
in the dead weedbeds, so naturally I was buzzed up by this and immediately 
started lining this area of bubblers up from several different swims around 
that corner of the lake to peg 16.
After spending a good amount of a short winter’s afternoon in that area, I 
noticed the boat making its way back up the lake to where the rest of the 
bailiffs were working in peg 18 so decided to move on and go for a look at 
the other end of the lake. As I walked past the group of bailiffs in 18, I didn’t 
recognise any of them, and a couple started chatting to me. They actually 
seemed quite pleasant, and as the boat went past, I got a better look at the 
two sailors. One was Ben Hamilton, and the other was young Dave, who I 
believed had just taken over as head bailiff. This was all a bit of a relief for 
me, as I felt like all the former more hostile team had gone, and it may well 
be a happier place to fish that year.
I didn’t stop to talk for too long, as I wanted to look up the other end to see 
if there were signs of fish being disturbed by the boating around, as that 
what I believe had stirred the fish in and around the 13-16 area. Not long 
after standing in 27, I again started seeing several pinprick bubbles moving 
around out in the open water, so I assumed the boat had disturbed a few fish 
from their winter slumbers. Whether they had moved the fish to the central 
area after pruning prep around the edges or whether they were just in those 
areas of bubbling, I don’t know, but what I did know was I was buzzed up by 
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this and didn’t want to leave until it was too dark to see anything. 
Just as the light began to fail, a young lad came pushing his barrow through 
the mud, bee-lining for swim 26, so rather than get into a conversation, I 
moved on and went back to the 13-16 corner for another look. Whilst 
walking that corner, Dave (the new head bailiff) was just tidying up on his 
own, so I gave him a quick hand, and he repaid me by making a tea back in 
his swim, which was in peg 5.
Although I knew Dave from the past, I didn’t let on I was intending to fish 
the lake again and just said I fancied a walk around a different lake. To my 
surprise, he was very welcoming and encouraged me to return, but little 
did he know the bubblers had already done that. I went away from Mill that 
evening already buzzing and found myself back there the next morning, then 
the next and the next! In fact the only morning I missed was the Thursday 
morning because I’d planned to fish Frimley that Thursday with my mate 
Danny so had to prep my gear for that and get over there and get the swim 
I’d been concentrating on all winter. I needed to be on it, as a few big fish 
were coming from that area, and it was now on other anglers’ radars, but 
that’s a different story.
Anyway, not long after getting sorted and settled for the night, I had a very 
timid bite and hit into it. After a fairly good battle at range, I finally got the 
fish in from range, and in our torch lights both Dan and I could see what I’d 
gotten attached to. A few minutes later, after a bit of panic with the net and 
weed, I got my main target fish, the Big Fully at a weight I wanted – 40lbs 
8oz. Obviously I was blown away by this, and after a low 20 common brought 
me down to earth a couple of hours later, I realised the capture of the Big 
Fully was distraction over and the rocket fuel I needed to get my year and 
campaign on Mill underway. Being the first week of January, I was buzzing 
for the year ahead, and after packing up from that session, I was thinking 
about nothing else other than fishing for a PB mirror on Mill again. 
Pretty much every day from that day on until the end of February, I walked 
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Mill at dawn, in the evenings, in the dark and every different type of weather 
we had, just to get the feel for the place and get in touch with it again. I did 
do a bit more sociable fishing on Frimley catching fish up to 36lbs, but my 
head wasn’t there; it was on Mill.
During those countless visits I found signs of fish regularly, some even boshing 
clear of the water in the two areas I mentioned earlier, and when there were 
big lows, I found the fish seemed to move and favour areas between 3 and 
18 or around the deeps between 21 and 23. Amazingly, during countless 
hours of walking and looking, I never saw anyone and liked it that way, but 
around the middle to the end of February, I saw a few anglers turning up and 
bumped into Ben and a few of them. Still not asking too many questions and 
just doing my own thing, I learned my old mate Jamie had had a couple of 
commons out on zigs, so that would explain the sudden numbers, so I knew 
the time had come to stop walking and start fishing.
My first planned session was to be at the beginning of March, and from my 
own observations and by looking at the weather, I knew where I wanted to 
be, and that was either in 3 or 18. As mad as this sounds, I’d normally get to 
the lake at dawn, but the weather was that awful, and since I didn’t expect 
anyone to be there, I thought I’d rock up late morning and set up in one of 
those swims slowly so as not to have a ‘mare on my first session back on the 
water.
Well, like all the best laid plans, as I arrived and swung that gate open, I could 
see that not one but both my choices of swims were taken. Bugger, I thought, 
and after walking in to see the angler in 3, I muttered double bugger, as he, 
a chap I knew from old, was only just setting up, so my laziness had caused 
me to miss the boat. Whilst chatting and drinking a tea Pete had made me, it 
transpired the angler in 18 had been there all night, so I’d have missed out 
on that swim anyway. Judging by the squalid weather and northwest wind 
battering that side, I’m pleased I had missed it. 
Anyway, while chatting to Pete, the gate opened again, and another chap, 
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Craig, who I hadn’t seen in a long while, drove in. Soon as Craig saw me he 
came over and pretty much immediately asked if I was fishing. As soon as I 
replied “Yes,” he shot-gunned peg 7 probably because he thought I wanted 
to go in there and relive the summer of 2012. This wasn’t the case, and I 
actually didn’t mind that swim being claimed. To me this reminded me of 
what’s involved with fishing club waters, so I switched into that mode. Whilst 
chatting to Pete and Craig, I saw a fish roll in front of peg 2. Luckily for me 
Craig had his back to the water so he didn’t see it, and with the weather 
being so horrible was keen to go and set up. Literally a minute later, he shot 
off, and just as he did, another fish rolled on the same spot out long from 2. 
As it showed, both Pete and I said at the same time, “That’s the second time 
that’s shown,” and we both ran up to peg two to line it up. Since my main 
choices had gone, and with the lake clearly getting busier and fish showing 
in a vacant swim not far from where I’d originally fancied, I took the option 
to jump in the muddy swim 2, which clearly hadn’t been fished in a long 
while.
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After unloading my gear into the slop, I started setting up in the pure mud 
to Pete’s surprise, and I think he felt a tad sorry for me and supplied more 
teas as I made the swim as comfortable as I could. Once all was set up and 
ready to go, Pete voiced his shock at my willingness to fish hinge rigs and not 
zigs. My explanation was that I’d been catching well on them all winter, the 
pressure was low, and with everyone else fishing zigs since Jamie’s result 
two weeks earlier with no bites, I’d do something different. That said, I did 
say if bites do come to the zigs, I’ll be happy to follow suit, but until such 
time, I wouldn’t.
After talking up my approach and both Pete and I wanting to see what the 
fish had shown over, I cast one rod bang-on where the fish had shown, and 
after a clear descent through the water, the lead cracked down double donk 
on something hard. Like I always do, I clipped where my finger was on the 
rim of the spool, counted ten then wound the rod in to check how clean 

Nigel Sharp

F R E E L I N E   1 0 2



After unloading my gear into the slop, I started setting up in the pure mud 
to Pete’s surprise, and I think he felt a tad sorry for me and supplied more 
teas as I made the swim as comfortable as I could. Once all was set up and 
ready to go, Pete voiced his shock at my willingness to fish hinge rigs and not 
zigs. My explanation was that I’d been catching well on them all winter, the 
pressure was low, and with everyone else fishing zigs since Jamie’s result 
two weeks earlier with no bites, I’d do something different. That said, I did 
say if bites do come to the zigs, I’ll be happy to follow suit, but until such 
time, I wouldn’t.
After talking up my approach and both Pete and I wanting to see what the 
fish had shown over, I cast one rod bang-on where the fish had shown, and 
after a clear descent through the water, the lead cracked down double donk 
on something hard. Like I always do, I clipped where my finger was on the 
rim of the spool, counted ten then wound the rod in to check how clean 

Nigel Sharp

F R E E L I N E   1 0 2

BIG CARP
WAT E R C O L O U R  C A R P  PA I N T I N G Spresents

www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk

fine arts

Price £25.00 plus £8.00 Recorded Delivery and tube.
Call 01252 373658 for card payment or go to our website for secure Paypal payment.

Burghfield Common
The sixth in our series of
Legendary Carp paintings is
none other than that awesome
creature, the Burghfield
Common. 

Only discovered in recent
years, Nigel Sharp rocked the
carp angling world when he
finally landed the beast after a
five-year campaign, during
which time he had only seen
this leviathan on a handful of
occasions. 

Regarded by many as the
original myth, there was much
speculation about its existence
at all, until it was finally
landed at an incredible weight
of 50lbs. 

Quite how it had evaded
capture for so many years is
still a mystery, but due to the
vast size of this huge gravel
pit, it simply became the
needle in the haystack. 

Once its existence was
verified by that first capture,
an army of the country’s top
carp anglers have invaded
Burghfield’s banks and some
feared its mystery would be
lost forever.

But no, this incredible beast
has still proven to be virtually
uncatchable with only a very
few captures in the past half a
dozen years. 

Undeniably a legend, this
beautiful animal well and truly
deserves its place in the Big
Carp Hall Of Fame. Coming
soon – the Royal Forty…

Strictly Limited to only 100
signed and numbered by the
artist.

The A3 prints are very modestly priced at only £25 and are available now on the Big Carp website www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk. Visit the site,
go to the shop and select the ‘Fine Art’ section. There is also more information on the rest of the series, which will be available at one to two-
month intervals, but I can tell you that the Black Mirror, the Burghfield Common, Heather, Jumbo, Jack, Mary, Clarissa, the Bishop, the Royal
Forty, the Fat Lady, Mary’s Mate etc are already on the list and we are up for any more favourites – just let us know – Rob Maylin

The Legendary Big Carp Series

B            



the area was. On retrieving the rig, it was cleaner than I’d cast it from the 
muddy peg, so after checking the hookpoint was still good, out it went again, 
landing bang on the money, so I left it there and sunk the line before settling 
the rod. The next rod was cast just to the right of the last, in line with peg 19 
at the same distance.
As we all know, casting singles at showing fish in early March can be deadly, 
but I did want to put some freebies out to get the fish searching out bait, as 
nobody else appeared to be feeding the lake at this point. Since I’d cast at 
showing fish and several gulls were marking me, I opted to leave the baiting 
until dusk when they’d gone to hassle other anglers on the neighbouring 
Yateley complex. During that afternoon, Jamie turned up and headed off to 
peg 16, as he fancied fishing on the end of the wind. 
As always a first night of a campaign results in massive anticipation, so after 
baiting up on dusk and filling my gut with food, I tried to retire and get some 
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sleep, but I was buzzing too much and hardly got any sleep. During the night, 
I heard Jamie’s Neville going off, then a short while later there were lots of 
torch lights and goings-on but no camera flash. He’d clearly had something 
but didn’t photograph it, which was a surprise, as knowing Jamie he hates 
bad fish care and would never retain a fish. Anyway, something had gone 
on over there, and it led me to believe that maybe my four casts and light 
scattering of bait with a stick had moved the fish to that area. 
God knows what time it was, but I finally drifted off to sleep and completely 
missed my first dawn back on Mill. This had me beating myself up for being 
lazy, and since it was pissing down and muddier than ever, I just sat cross 
legged on my bedchair feeling a tad deflated until I saw a fish roll over my 
bait mid-morning. This upped my confidence a tad, so more tea drinking 
commenced, and my eyes didn’t leave the spot. Just after 10am, the left hand 
rod pulled up tight, held, then the line started cutting up through the water 
whilst holding on the clip. At first I watched, but as soon as the clip pulled, 
and knowing there were no birds diving, I reacted to this and bent into 
whatever had clearly shifted my 3oz lead.
On doing this, I felt a fish pulling gently, and just as I suspected a grass carp, 
it then flat-rodded me not once but three times, and once on a longer line, it 
started kiting right towards Pete’s zigs. This had me in panic mode, so I piled 
on the pressure and started to gain line as quickly as I could. Luckily the fish 
stayed high in the water, went over my right rod, didn’t hit either of Pete’s 
zigs, and then when it got on a shorter line, it buried itself in a weedbed 
between us. Knowing how Mill carp tend to roll off barbless hooks in the 
weed, I was having none of this, so trusting my tackle, I gave it the butt and 
kept things moving in my favour, and eventually netted a ball of weed with a 
big carp in it whilst getting a right soaking. As soon as I had the fish netted, 
I got Pete and Jamie round, as they’d seen the goings-on whilst packing up. 
What a result this was! The weather was that bad to photograph and film 
this fish known as the Baby Rudder, and we needed to set Jamie’s bivvy up 
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to keep the cameras dry. Despite our efforts, the pics didn’t come out that 
great, but that’s all part of it, and after catching a 34-pounder on my first 
night in four years, I didn’t care… I was buzzing.
After the usual celebrations were over and I was left on my own again, I 
clipped and wound in my other rod. Once in, I got out my wrapping sticks to 
measure the distance of the casts I’d put in the day before. Once measured at 
18.25 wraps, I clipped up both rods, rebaited them and sent them both back 
out to the same zone, but that left hand rod in line with the right hand side 
of a small tuft of reeds between 19 and 20 went down with that same double 
donk, bang on the money.
No sooner had I completed this and got some dry clothes on than the weather 
changed and brightened up, so if I’d waited a short while, I’d have got better 
pics of the fish, but again I didn’t care. I was buzzing and had the confidence 

Nigel Sharp

F R E E L I N E   1 0 6



to keep the cameras dry. Despite our efforts, the pics didn’t come out that 
great, but that’s all part of it, and after catching a 34-pounder on my first 
night in four years, I didn’t care… I was buzzing.
After the usual celebrations were over and I was left on my own again, I 
clipped and wound in my other rod. Once in, I got out my wrapping sticks to 
measure the distance of the casts I’d put in the day before. Once measured at 
18.25 wraps, I clipped up both rods, rebaited them and sent them both back 
out to the same zone, but that left hand rod in line with the right hand side 
of a small tuft of reeds between 19 and 20 went down with that same double 
donk, bang on the money.
No sooner had I completed this and got some dry clothes on than the weather 
changed and brightened up, so if I’d waited a short while, I’d have got better 
pics of the fish, but again I didn’t care. I was buzzing and had the confidence 

Nigel Sharp

F R E E L I N E   1 0 6

in my methods, which to me is mega important. The rest of that day was 
spent following suit of the day before, and once I’d scattered some more 
freebies around and eaten, I vowed to get up early and watch the next dawn. 
God only knows why, but that didn’t happen either, and I overslept and pretty 
much didn’t see anything throughout that second full day, so the only main 
event was freshly baiting my rigs with dark pop-ups then scattering a few 
visual freebies at dusk.
Just as the night before, after a few visitors had finished slopping around 
in my muddy swim, I got in my bag, vowing to get up early. Next morning 
I managed this and sat drinking a tea watching the light come in on a dry 
and frosty morning. Not long after, it was fully light, and the second tea had 
been made. I was again sat cross-legged on my bed with eyes fixed on my 
area when the left rod pulled up tight again. Just as the last bite, I was on it 
when the clip pinged because no birds were present in the area. Straight 
away I was met with a dead weight holding its ground, just swaying from 
one side to another and sending up bubbles to the flat calm surface. After a 
short while, the attached fish seemed to change tactics, and like the last fish, 
it kited right. Again I panicked about Pete’s zigs, and even more so, as this 
fish stayed deep until it got in front of where I thought Pete was still fishing. 
Then it came up in the water and rolled, started to almost give up and come 
my way until it was in close, and after rolling again and showing what was 
clearly a much wider set of shoulders than the fish two days earlier, dropped 
down and made a few last ditch attempts at rubbing the hook out from its 
mouth in the margins before blowing its tanks and giving up.
Initially once in the net, due to its size and colour, I thought it was the Parrot, 
which I’d caught in 2012. Knowing my mate Jon Mac had caught that fish 
during the winter at 45-plus, I geared my head up for this and assembled all 
the necessary ready for weighing and retaining for a few moments before 
photography. It wasn’t until I lifted this fish clear of the water that I thought, 
“Jeez, this feels heavy!” Once on the mat and with the net clear of it I could 
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see from the size of its barbs and flat top to its tail that it wasn’t the Parrot 
at all; it was Whiskers. At that point, I never thought about weight but could 
see she was huge. 
Burghfield Dan had come round at this point and couldn’t help with the 
weighing, but with the aid of a tree, the needle settled on 50lbs 8oz, a new PB 
mirror for me after nearly 20 years of trying since my capture of Bazil from 
the neighbouring North Lake. Was I buzzing? Yes I was, and so much so that 
I gently lowered the retainer in the margins and rung Jamie up to come and 
help out photographing this beast. Luckily another clued up angler appeared, 
and with Craig being there as well, we had more than enough hands on deck 
to look after such a fish and share a great moment. I packed up later that day, 
and as you can imagine rode on that cloud of a great entrance for a good few 
weeks. Over the next few weeks, the lake did get a bit busier, but that was to 
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be expected and to get back in that swim again, I had to keep my ear to the 
ground and time my sessions, as the muddy peg two seemed to be getting a 
little bit popular again. 
Funnily enough, after catching those two fish, Pete said to me the next time 
he saw me that peg 2 is a very good swim, but it only seems to do one hit of 
fish per month, and you can spend the other three weeks wasting your time. 
A lot of people think Pete talks crap because he doesn’t seem to catch much, 
but one thing – he is very observant, and he’s right. In fact the only action I’d 
had was possibly foul hooking the Vicar on a zig during a period mid March 
when Jamie and Lee Petty were effectively smacking them on zigs. I simply 
had my depths slightly out and didn’t do too well at that lark while others 
did.
After several follow-up sessions, my next hit of fish from that peg came at 
the end of March during a 48-hour session just as Storm Katie was blowing 
out. I arrived at dawn as trees were breaking and dived straight in 2 after 
seeing it was empty the evening before. Normally on a pressured water 
when others are fishing through bite times, I wouldn’t cast out, but since it 
was so windy and fish were rolling at the back edge of it over the spot I’d 
caught the last two from, I risked a couple of casts. The first was the banker 
rod, which flew straight, and I got that double donk. The second cast I opted 
to cast left, as nobody was in 40 and there was another Pete fishing in 3, so 
I thought I’d practice some etiquette and cast away from him and didn’t bait 
up. I just relied on singles for the day until dusk bait-up time. 
Not long after making those casts, Chris and Scott turned up, and as I made 
the teas, the banker rod, which was on the right of the setup, pulled up tight, 
then dropped back before pulling up tight again, so I hit it. Once again the 
rod took up its curve, and a carp was on. Pretty much a standard battle 
followed, and the fish did the usual kite right then a bit under the tip before 
being safely netted by Chris. On inspection this was not just a common, but 
one I so wanted to catch called the Small Tailed Common at 39lb 4oz. I was 
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well happy with that, as it’s effectively a PB Yateley common for me, and I 
had some good photographers to capture the moment. 
The action didn’t stop there on that 48-hour session, as late the next morning 
just as I thought bite time had passed, Byron turned up for a tea, and like the 
day before just as the kettle was boiling, up went the bobbin and a fish was 
hooked. This time the fish powered left and flat-rodded me several times. If I 
said I wasn’t crapping myself, I’d have been lying. This fish was going mental, 
and being on a roll I was thinking this could be Taffs. When I saw it roll in 
the edge and it clearly wasn’t Taffs, I was actually relieved. Byron wasn’t 
though – it was one he still wanted to catch known as the Pearly Linear. 
This fish went 38lb 8oz on the scales, and I recognised it as one Jamie had 
caught on a zig that we were told was Baby Pac Man, but I trusted Byron’s 
identification skills more, as he knew these fish as well as he took my pics.
After repeating the process as I’d done every night in that swim, 
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the following morning that banker rod did another bite, and after 
a good marginal battle, I caught another common I’d not caught 
before known as the Big Football at 34-plus. Unfortunately for 
me, due to some rule, the lake closes for the last day of March, so 
I had to pack up begrudgingly that night… and that for me wasn’t 
just the end of that ticket; it was the end of that roll of fish from 
peg 2. I did lose a decent fish from that swim the following week, 
but after the new tickets had started, more anglers turned up and 
the swim became increasingly more popular as more bait went in 
it . The grassies started to become a pain in the arse at night, and 
like the mud, the carp bites seemed to dry up for me in there. 
My last capture from Mill in 2016 came from swim 18 on a zig, 
minutes after casting one out after getting my depths right. That 
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was the fish known as the Notch Tailed Common at just under 
37lb and a zig PB for me. With all the weed growing in the lake 
at that stage, I was happy to have caught on a zig but didn’t think 
it was a good idea to persist in the use of them whilst targeting 
another 50-pounder.
I had a few plans which were set back by Dan’s repeat capture 
of Taffs from 21 but carried on putting these into place until the 
end of July when some cowardly scumbag decided to sneak in at 
night and do all my tyres in the side wall with a dart. This was 
obviously someone who has done this before, as he knows darts 
let them down quietly and slowly. That night there were 17 anglers 
on the lake, and I wasn’t the only high profile angler. The other 
one didn’t have his tyres done, and when we all found out about 
this the next morning, only two anglers offered to help while the 
others remained carpy! It’s times like this you realise who your 
mates are on a water, and I learned a lot about others I’d made 
tea for in the past and carried on that knowledge to my return in 
the spring of 2017. 
Unfortunately something wasn’t quite right about the lake, and the 
bites were very few and far between. There was clearly something 
wrong with the once tap clear weedy water, and it had an algae 
bloom and no weed. Fish started dying, but nobody wanted to 
report it until the worst thing happened and Taffs died, the biggest 
fish ever to swim in a Yateley water. A very sad day, and although 
I failed to catch it , a few others I didn’t catch still remain. Out of 
respect for a few anglers trying to catch Whiskers, I won’t return, 
as that fish seems to like my methods. I even hooked her this year, 
but she won that battle this time. I’ll give her that and my best 
wishes for the future. Hopefully she’ll take the Yateley record in 
years to come.

Nigel Sharp

F R E E L I N E   1 1 3



ROTARY CLUBROTARY CLUB



ROTARY CLUBROTARY CLUB
Rotary Club

In a world of confusion, chaos and hearsay, Big Carp seek out The 
Truth, the Whole Truth and Nothing but the Truth... in a series of 
simplifying our quest for catching carp. Their refreshing non-bias 
position allows them access to truly independent answers from 
some of the UK’s greats in carp angling. Separating the wheat from 
the chaff in today’s carp angling world, A  brand new Rotary Club 
Journey by asking Martin Crackoff, Bill Phillips, Mark Walsingham, 
Ali Fisher and Bernie Loftus about their views on rigs. 
Rigs – Uncomplicating the Complicated!
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Rotary Club
It’s very apparent that when an angler asks the question in open forum, 
“What rig would you recommend?” that he or she will receive a multitude 
of different and somewhat confusing answers.
Appreciating that with new rigs comes new products to be purchased, it can 
therefore be a minefield to the improving angler let alone the newcomer.
If we were to believe everything we are told, then a thousand different 
rigs would be required for a thousand different scenarios.
What’s your approach and thoughts on rigs?

ANSWER 1 – Martin Crackoff
I think that whilst there is a 
certain amount of information 
needed regarding the water and 
how the angler intends to fish 
the water, and this information 
will make your answers differ, 
the amount of rigs out there 
in the carp fishing world are 
basically variations on a few very simple ideas. As an angler, I always 
concentrate on getting a good rig and bait in the right spot rather 
than waste time getting the perfect rig tied and the perfect bait.
Rigs have been elevated to the level of importance they are in 
today’s carp fishing simply because the angling media can’t think of 
anything else to write about. This makes people think that the rig is 
the be-all and end-all of fishing, and so more people start tying more 
unnecessary clutter to their hooks, and hey presto, another wonder 
rig is born. This of course is never going to be called out for what 
it is by the tackle firms – they love it – more junk being sold to the 
novice angler thanks to another “thinking angler” and his new rig.
Personally, when I arrive at a lake, there are two different scenarios, 
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certainly not thousands… I start by finding out what the lakebed is 
like, and that tells me whether I want to fish on the bottom, (with a 
bottom bait) or if I want to fish a pop-up. That’s it! If it’s a bottom 
bait, I’ll fish a variation on the standard hair rig, either a super 
supple cotton hair, or a KD-style rig. If I want to fish with a balanced 
pop-up over soft silt, weed, detritus etc, it’s just a matter of how 
high I need the bait in order to fish it effectively, so the differences 
are again simple. Close to the bottom, and I’ll have a hinged type rig 
of the “control” type where the bait is held close to the hook, and if I 
need the bait higher up on detritus or longer weed, then I’ll just use 
a chod rig.
I have two basic theories on rigs, separation rigs, and “control” rigs… 
(Sorry that I keep using that term, but it’s what I call the type of rig 
where the last couple of inches act similar to the chod rig, where the 
hook is controlled by the bait and the rig’s mechanics). Do I think 
all these new rigs are too hyped? I’ll answer by saying my number 
one catching rig over the years has been the hair rig in its many 
variations. Separation rigs are something that appear not to have 
changed much over the years, but there are a few tweaks to be added 
that can make it just as effective as any rig out there.
Over to you, Bill…

ANSWER 2 – Bill Phillips
Cheers, Martin. I believe we sing 
from a similar hymn sheet.
Rigs! Now there’s a buzzword that 
is often used to unnecessarily 
complicate the simple task of 
attaching bait to hook, line 
and maybe lead arrangement 
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in order catch a carp. I tend to think of it as terminal tackle. The 
media hype around rigs, which is largely commercially driven, must 
totally confuse the newcomer to our wonderful pastime of angling. 
Interestingly, one of the definitions of the word rig is ‘to arrange in 
a dishonest way’. Add to that ‘to sell more bits’, and it sounds like a 
fitting definition. In my opinion, overcomplicating rigs catches more 
anglers than carp.
The terminal tackle you use,  ‘rigs’,  is  of  course an important part 
of  the j igsaw, but not to the extent that seems to be believed 
nowadays.  Rigs are far outweighed by watercraft ,  f inding fish, 
stealth and careful  presentation.  The simplest rig carefully 
presented in the right place stands far more chance than the 
latest super rig in the wrong place.
My advice,  particularly to those new to the game is to KEEP 
IT SIMPLE. Truth be known, the knotless knot hair rig in its 
simplest form has probably accounted for as many carp as most 
of  the fancy new wonder rigs all  put together.  I  believe that the 
majority of  consistently successful  carp anglers use relatively 
simple hair rigs for most of  their f ishing.  The versatil ity and 
variations with just a straight hair rig are huge – hook type, 
hook size,  hook l ink material ,  hook l ink length,  hair length, 
lead size,  f ixed,  running,  stopped,  drop-off  or combination.  The 
permutations are huge before you even consider bottom, wafter 
or pop-up as bait .  I ’m not saying that you should never bother 
with any other type of  rig but just think about the topography 
of  the bottom and consider what you are trying to achieve.  In 
more cases than not a simple hair rig presented thoughtfully in 
the right place will  produce.
I  do understand and fully accept that playing with rigs can be an 
addictive art  form in its  own right .  There are anglers that enjoy 
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hook size,  hook l ink material ,  hook l ink length,  hair length, 
lead size,  f ixed,  running,  stopped,  drop-off  or combination.  The 
permutations are huge before you even consider bottom, wafter 
or pop-up as bait .  I ’m not saying that you should never bother 
with any other type of  rig but just think about the topography 
of  the bottom and consider what you are trying to achieve.  In 
more cases than not a simple hair rig presented thoughtfully in 
the right place will  produce.
I  do understand and fully accept that playing with rigs can be an 
addictive art  form in its  own right .  There are anglers that enjoy 
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rig development as much as the fishing,  often very successfully, 
but I  am not so sure that it  gives any great edge.  So often I  do 
wonder if  results are because of  or in spite of .  However,  don’t 
be afraid to experiment with new rigs,  but certainly don’t  think 
it ’s  the be-all  and end-all .
For me there are two groups of  rigs,  the stealth or the aggressive 
hooking type,  which seem to be most hyped nowadays,  largely 
because of  the popularity of  the aggressive hooking type rigs. 
My personal favoured rig is  one of  stealth,  the objective being 
for the bait  to act as naturally as possible and not stand out l ike 
a sore thumb creating suspicion.  Stalking at  close quarters in 
clear water over the years has taught me that a carp’s natural 
instinct to sense danger are acute to say the least .  A strong 
but l ightweight size 6-ish hook tied direct to a sinking main 
l ine with a simple lump of bread flake stealthily presented to 
meandering carp can be the deadliest  of  rigs in such a situation.
As you may well  have gathered,  my first  port of  call  and favourite 
terminal setup is  simple but influenced of  course by what is  out 
in front of  me at the time.  Under normal circumstances,  I  will 
use as small  a hook as the bait  and conditions permit attached 
to a supple 8in to 10in hook l ink with a lower breaking strain 
than that of  the main l ine.  A knotless knot with a longish hair 
of  about 2 to 3ins,  but again this is  dependent on the bait .  I 
do l ike to add a ring to create a blowback function and a few 
pinches of  putty to pin the l ink down.,  then a 2½ oz semi f ixed 
drop-off  lead with a weak l ink to a run ring.  Baits are very 
carefully balanced to rest gently on the bottom to mimic the 
freebies. 
This simple setup can be made more aggressive with a bigger 
hook,  shorter hair,  very short 2 or 3ins hook l ink and bigger 
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lead.  Or conversely,  i f  the f ish are very shy,  I  will  change to a 
l ight nylon hook l ink attaching the hook with a Palomar knot 
and a very l ight cotton hair attached to the hook by a rig ring 
with a small  stop rubber just behind the bend to give a blow 
back effect .  Presented with a l ight running lead,  this completes 
a nice stealthy setup.  Various permutations of  the above have 
accounted for a considerable percentage of  the carp I  have 
caught from many different waters both at  home and abroad.
As an example of  how unnecessary it  is  to chase the dream 
of the perfect rig,  I  will  tell  tales on a couple of  my close old 
school friends.  They both have in excess of  50 years of  very 
productive under-the-radar carp catching.
The first  has never used or even tied a knotless knot ,  let  alone 
any fancy complicated rig.  He is  sti l l  f ishing in the same way 
as we all  did at  the start  of  the hair,  threading the bait  on to a 
length of  cotton and tying it  to the bend of  the hook.  Would you 
believe he has been outfishing some very high profile anglers 
on a rock hard circuit  water for several  years now? A couple of 
years back he had seven big forties from that water which was 
more than the rest of  the syndicate had achieved put together.
The second only ever uses a simple knotless knot hair rig to 6 
to 8ins of  coated braid with about ½in stripped above the hook. 
Come rain or shine,  big water or small ,  it ’s  al l  he ever uses. 
However,  he is  a proper Mr Consistent carp catcher both in the 
UK and France.  He is  one of  very few to have caught a back-to-
back 80lb-plus mirror and common in l itt le over a week.
The above examples are 100% testament that keeping it  simple 
is  not as detrimental  as some might have you believe.
That’s  enough of  my waffle,  over to you,  Mark to bring some 
sense back into things.
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ANSWER 3 Mark Walsingham
Ri gs  in  three  words  –  Keep i t 
s i mple .
I  have  one  r ig  that  I ’ ve  used 
fo r  90% of  my  f i shi n g  for 
the  last  f ive  season s .  I t ’ s  a 
s i mple ,  shor t ,  s t i f f  D,  long 
ha ir,  f igure- of - e ight  loop at 
the  swivel  an d a  l ight  lead 
( 1 oz) .
T he  th ing  is ;  I  th in k  m any anglers  get  so  embroi led  in  the 
mechanics  o f  r i gs  that  they  overlook  the  most  important  th ing 
i n  r ig  se lect i on ,  an d that ’s  carp  behaviour.  I ’ l l  run  through 
the  th inki n g  on  the  r i g  above  as  an  i l lustrat ion  of  what  I 
mean.
T he  lakes  I  f i sh  have  a l l  got  a  large  head of  s i lver  f i sh  and 
he avy  weed,  esp eci a l ly  b lanket  weed,  so  I  want  a  r ig  that 
won’ t  tangle  i f  the  s i lver s  p lay  around with  the  bai t .  The  long 
ha ir  he lps  wi th  th i s  because  the  s i lvers  can  move  the  bai t 
w ithout  mov i n g  the  hook .
T h e  c a r p  a re  a l l  a s  s p o o k y  a s  h e l l ,  s o  I  wa n t  m i n i m u m 
d i s t u r b a n c e ,  h e n c e  t h e  l i g h t  l e a d .  I ’ ve  a l s o  wa t c h e d  c a r p 
u s i n g  a  h e av y  l e a d  a s  a  f i xe d  p o i n t  t o  wo r k  o u t  t h e  h o o k 
o n c e  p r i c ke d .  Te r r y  H e a r n  o n c e  wa t c h e d  a n  A s h m e a d  c a r p 
wo r k i n g  t h e  h o o k  o n  a  h e av y  l e a d  fo r  f i f t e e n  m i n u t e s  b e fo re 
i t  f i n a l ly  ra n . . .  A  l i g h t  l e a d  m ove s ,  a n d  t h e  c a r p  c a n’ t  u s e  i t 
i n  t h i s  way.  T h e  f i s h i n g  i s  a l l  c l o s e  q u a r t e r s  s o  n o  l o n g  c a s t 
re q u i re d .
C o m b i n a t i o n  o f  a  re a l ly  s h a r p  h o o k ,  s t i f f  l i n k ,  D  a n d  l o n g  h a i r 
m e a n s  t h e  h o o k i n g  e f f i c i e n c y  i s  g o o d  a n d  b a i t  s e p a ra t i o n 
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exc e l l e n t ,  s o  t h e  h o o k  g o e s  i n ,  a n d  n o  a m o u n t  o f  b l o w i n g  o f 
t h e  b a i t  w i l l  d i s l o d g e  i t  –  s o  s i m p l e  a n d  e f f i c i e n t .  T h e  ke y 
t o  s u c c e s s  t h o u g h  i s  t h e  way  yo u  fe e d  t h e  f i s h .  T h e  r i g  i s 
h o p e l e s s  i f  c a r p  a re  s t a t i c  a n d  s u c k i n g  a n d  b l o w i n g  a t  a  b a i t 
–  t h e  s h o r t  s t u f f  l i n k  j u s t  d o e s n’ t  m ove  n a t u ra l ly.  B u t  f i s h  a 
w i d e  s c a t t e r  o f  b o t t o m  b a i t s  a n d  a  b o t t o m  b a i t  o n  t h e  h o o k , 
s o  t h e  c a r p  a re  m ov i n g  b e t we e n  b a i t s  a n d  p i c k i n g  t h e m  u p 
i n d iv i d u a l ly  a n d  i t ’ s  d e a d ly  –  m o re  s o  i f  yo u  fe e d  s t e a d i ly 
a n d  g e t  t h e  f i s h  c o m p e t i n g  a n d  ra c i n g  b e t we e n  b a i t s .
S o  i t ’ s  n o t  t h e  r i g  i n  my  v i e w  t h a t  m a t t e r s  m o s t  b u t 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  h o w  t h e  f i s h  a re  fe e d i n g  a n d  w hy  yo u  a re 
u s i n g  i t .  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  g ive s  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  t h a t  b r i n g s 
s u c c e s s .  I ’ l l  p a s s  t h i s  A l i  fo r  h i s  t h o u g h t s …

ANSWER 4 – Ali Fisher
Confidence is key. Find a rig 
you’re happy with and stick 
with it. The quickest way to ruin 
your confidence and affect your 
fishing negatively is to start 
messing with rigs. You’ll have 
the latest fad rig on, and you’ll 
be sat there second-guessing 
yourself. There is very little 
new in rigs since the invention of the hair. 
The vast majority of my fishing is done over particle and naturals, and 
I have two rigs I use 99% of the time. One is a stiff rig compromising 
of a chod hook tied using strong fluorocarbon with a tight D near 
the eye and a small rig ring. I use this arrangement when fishing 
maggots. I tend to use a large ball of live maggots, and having them 

Rotary Club



F R E E L I N E   1 2 4

exc e l l e n t ,  s o  t h e  h o o k  g o e s  i n ,  a n d  n o  a m o u n t  o f  b l o w i n g  o f 
t h e  b a i t  w i l l  d i s l o d g e  i t  –  s o  s i m p l e  a n d  e f f i c i e n t .  T h e  ke y 
t o  s u c c e s s  t h o u g h  i s  t h e  way  yo u  fe e d  t h e  f i s h .  T h e  r i g  i s 
h o p e l e s s  i f  c a r p  a re  s t a t i c  a n d  s u c k i n g  a n d  b l o w i n g  a t  a  b a i t 
–  t h e  s h o r t  s t u f f  l i n k  j u s t  d o e s n’ t  m ove  n a t u ra l ly.  B u t  f i s h  a 
w i d e  s c a t t e r  o f  b o t t o m  b a i t s  a n d  a  b o t t o m  b a i t  o n  t h e  h o o k , 
s o  t h e  c a r p  a re  m ov i n g  b e t we e n  b a i t s  a n d  p i c k i n g  t h e m  u p 
i n d iv i d u a l ly  a n d  i t ’ s  d e a d ly  –  m o re  s o  i f  yo u  fe e d  s t e a d i ly 
a n d  g e t  t h e  f i s h  c o m p e t i n g  a n d  ra c i n g  b e t we e n  b a i t s .
S o  i t ’ s  n o t  t h e  r i g  i n  my  v i e w  t h a t  m a t t e r s  m o s t  b u t 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  h o w  t h e  f i s h  a re  fe e d i n g  a n d  w hy  yo u  a re 
u s i n g  i t .  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  g ive s  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  t h a t  b r i n g s 
s u c c e s s .  I ’ l l  p a s s  t h i s  A l i  fo r  h i s  t h o u g h t s …

ANSWER 4 – Ali Fisher
Confidence is key. Find a rig 
you’re happy with and stick 
with it. The quickest way to ruin 
your confidence and affect your 
fishing negatively is to start 
messing with rigs. You’ll have 
the latest fad rig on, and you’ll 
be sat there second-guessing 
yourself. There is very little 
new in rigs since the invention of the hair. 
The vast majority of my fishing is done over particle and naturals, and 
I have two rigs I use 99% of the time. One is a stiff rig compromising 
of a chod hook tied using strong fluorocarbon with a tight D near 
the eye and a small rig ring. I use this arrangement when fishing 
maggots. I tend to use a large ball of live maggots, and having them 

Rotary Club

F R E E L I N E   1 2 5

up near the eye keeps the hook point free. It also stops them getting 
caught on the point during casting etc. It’s an incredibly effective 
rig.
The other rig I use is for bottom baits like corn/boilie/nuts etc. 
It’s often referred to in the mags as the claw rig. The rig is tied so 
that the hair exits the hook directly below the point, and it’s held 
in place with two small pieces of silicone tubing. The distance of 
separation between the bait and the hook varies depending on bait 
size, but usually it’s around a ¼in to ½in. The mechanics behind it 
being that the bait being where it is in relation to the point makes 
the point heavy and keeps it down in the carp’s mouth increasing 
the likelihood of pricking the mouth.
The other 1% of the time I use zigs. I have 100% confidence in these 
rigs, which allows me to concentrate on what really matters, and 
that’s location. One of the best anglers I know still side hooks his 
baits, and he catches more than his fair share, including some of the 
best history fish this country has to offer. Food for thought there.
I feel most modern rigs are purely to catch the angler rather than 
the fish. I mean, there are only so many ways you can mount a bait 
on a hook. I see people pulling the hook over their hand and getting 
all excited when it flips over. I sometimes wonder if they have ever 
had the pleasure of watching a fish pick a rig up. 
In order for it to work like it does on their hand, the fish would have 
to back off, tightening the hook link, which in reality never happens, 
or at least I’ve never seen it. They inhale it and either get pricked 
immediately and bolt/stay on the spot trying to ditch it or spit it out 
and either carry on feeding or leave the area.
Having something you are confident in is key. The quickest way to 
ruin your confidence and affect your angling negatively is to chop 
and change. If you’re catching regularly, why change? Yet I see so 
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many people constantly chopping and changing when the latest all-
singing all-dancing rig comes out.
What about you, Bernie?

ANSWER 5 – Bernie Loftus
Thanks, Ali. Rigs – keep it 
simple is the often quoted 
saying, and this is precisely 
what I do.
I’ve used the same carrier for 
more than twenty years on 
every single lake I’ve fished – 
it’s no big deal, but I like the 
anti-tangle properties of the 
helicopter/rotary rig and the 
way it presents the nitty gritty 
part of the rig, which is second 
to none. If there is a problem 
with silt or light weed, it’s just a simple matter of pushing the backstop 
up the lead core to the estimated depth of the silt. Lead core fly line 
is sometimes frowned upon by some, but I’ve had no issues. Rules 
permitting, I use a length of about four feet, but because I do not use 
any quick-change clips, every rig change shortens this length by two 
or three inches. 
The waters I fish don’t really need a speed fishing approach, and 
the little clips are just another complication that could (I know they 
probably will not, but there is still a chance they could) cause a 
problem. All I have on the lead core is a short length of silicone tube 
as the stop, two plastic beads with the ring swivel in between and a 
sleeve that covers the knot and the loop on the lead. I usually cut the 
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swivels off my shop bought leads, as it has no function when covered 
by the sleeve. I’ve just bought loads of leads with no swivels to save 
the waste. I also managed to convince the chap who made them that 
I didn’t want any “camouflage” plastic coating. These plastic coatings 
might look nice and carpy, but divers have proved they are anything 
but camouflaged and are much easier for them to find than uncoated 
leads. When the rules dictate that lead core leader can’t be used, I 
use just three inches as a buffer for the swivel. No way would I want 
the swivel directly on the main line because it WILL damage the line 
during the battle with a fish, and for me this is unacceptable.
Like the carrier, the most important thing to me is the anti-tangle 
qualities of a rig. I’ve already mentioned my faith in sweetcorn, and it 
is my go to bait until I find a problem with nuisance fish. Small, light 
baits are more inclined to fly back and tangle around the leader. Short, 
stiff hook links and short hairs are the only real option. This means 
hook and bait move as one as the fish picks it up, and I’ve never found 

this to be an issue when fish are 
feeding confidently over lots of 
bait. I used the same pictured 
rig with 14mm boilies on the 
last lake that I had to use boilies 
exclusively on. Confidently 
feeding fish is the key, and I was 
feeding 3kg of bait three days a 
week to achieve this.
I’ll happily use this rig anywhere 
and have very rarely found 
the need for different rigs for 
different lakes; it’s just a matter 
of finding the right spots.
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