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Great to see the UK’s carp finally waking 

up despite some of the weirdest weather 

ever. 20+ degrees in the day and near 

freezing at night. Fair play to you if you 

were out braving those cold nights. It 

didn’t seem to upset the carp too much 

judging by the massive increase in catch 

reports we’ve had in. 

Also in this month’s edition we have 

Darrell Peck giving the low down on his 

favourite rig. Then there’s the remarkable 

captures from deep in the west country by 

Aaron Bunning. Barry Oconnor has been 

back to Millhayes for a family holiday 

and Jimmy Glaysher fi l ls us in on his new 

challenge after joining RK Leisure and it’s 

portfolio of legendary waters. Lots more 

to read this month with 130+ pages free.
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They have just made some exciting upgrades 

to make your time at Creedence even better! 

Brand-New Weigh Station & Photo Area Capture 

the moment in style! Their brand-new weigh 

station ensures you get accurate readings of 

your catch, while the dedicated photo area 

provides the perfect backdrop for those all-

important trophy shots. No more struggling for 

the right angle! Just quality pictures for your 

album! 

New Social Area – BBQ Ready! They’ve added 

a brand-new social area, perfect for relaxing and 

firing up the BBQ. Whether you’re celebrating 

a PB or just enjoying the atmosphere, this is 

the place to unwind with friends and fellow 

anglers. 

Tea Huts – All the Comforts You Need! Fishing 

can be an all-day (or all-night) session, they’ve 

kitted out their tea huts with lighting and 

essential facilities to keep you comfortable. 

BIG NEWS 
FROM 
CREEDENCE 
FISHERY, 
ESSEX
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You’ll now find a fridge, kettle, 

toaster and microwave, everything 

you need for a quick snack or a hot 

drink to keep you going! 

Visit their swimbooker fishery 

profile today and book your 

session to check out the upgrades 

for yourself!  
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Save the date for  this  years 

‘Fest ival  of  Carp.’  The event 

wi l l  be at  Horseshoe Lake in 

Lechlade on Saturday 12th July, 

i t ’s  a lways a good social  event 

with something for  everyone, 

we hope to see you there!

This year  there wi l l  be:

• Talks

• Angl ing companies 

demonstrat ing their 

products around the lake

• Angl ing Trust  coaches 

helping youngsters to catch 

their  f i rst  f ish

• Cast ing demo’s and tuit ion

• Vintage tackle displays 

including a range of  ‘Carp 

Catchers Club’  i tems

• Vintage tackle and book 

sales

• Raf f les

• An auction including many 

of  the late Chris  Bal l ’s  books 

plus other  s igni f icant i tems

• Del icious food and dr ink

and much more . . .
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The annual  coarse f ishing 

close season for  r ivers and 

streams is  now in operat ion 

and runs unti l  15th June.  

The close season af fects 

a l l  r ivers , streams and drains 

as wel l  as some st i l lwaters 

and some Sites of  Special 

Scienti f ic  Interest  (or  SSSIs) , 

including part  of  the canal 

network, and the Norfolk and 

Suffo lk  Broads.  I t  is  important 

anglers  check regional  rules 

for  each area for  more detai l 

as  there wi l l  st i l l  be many 

angl ing opportunit ies for  the 

next  three months, including 

most st i l lwaters and canals .

NATIONWIDE DRIVE TO 
PREVENT FISH THEFT AND 
ILLEGAL FISHING DURING 
NATIONAL COARSE FISHING 
CLOSE SEASON
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Throughout the coarse 

f ishing close season, 

Environment Agency of f icers 

wi l l  be conducting patrols  to 

ensure anglers  respect  the 

no-f ishing period and prevent 

i l legal  f ishing and poaching. 

As usual , the Angl ing Trust’s 

Fisheries Enforcement 

Support  Service and Voluntary 

Bai l i f fs  wi l l  be support ing 

the Environment Agency 

throughout the close season, 

with teams across a l l  areas of 

the country conducting joint 

patrols  throughout the close 

season.  

To remind anglers  about 

the start  of  the close season, 

a  jo int  patrol  involving 

the Environment Agency, 

Humberside Pol ice, Angl ing 

Trust  and members of  the 

Voluntary Bai l i f f  Service 

was held on waters run by 

Scunthorpe Amalgamated 

Anglers.

Angl ing Trust  Fisheries 

National  Enforcement Support 

Manager Nino Brancato said:    

“ I t  is  necessary that  we al l 

help protect  our  sport  f rom 

harm, especial ly  with matters 

re lat ing to poaching, f ish 

theft , theft  of  f ishing r ights, 

ant i-social  behaviour and f ly 

t ipping.  At the Angl ing Trust , 

our  aim is  the protect ion, 

promotion, and development 

of  angl ing and anglers , 

encouraging al l  anglers  to f ish 

legal ly  and safeguard f isher ies 

and f ish for  generat ions to 

come.”

To understand the 

enforcement issues faced 

across the country, last  year 

the Angl ing Trust’s  Fisheries 

Enforcement Support 

Service organised a publ ic 

quest ionnaire on f isher ies-

related cr ime.  Results  showed 

an overwhelming major i ty 

of  anglers  indicated rod 

l icence evasion as their  main 

concern.  Other  areas of  issue 

were close-season f ishing, 

theft  of  f ish, f ishing without 

permission, poaching and the 

i l legal  taking of  f ish.

SHOCKLEADER
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Our New, 2025 Linear Fisheries Brochure has finally arrived and is now 

available to order FREE online or collect a copy at our onsite Tackle Shop 

- Within its 72-pages you will find everything you need to know about the 

Linear’s amazing complex of waters and the fish that reside within them, 

articles, rules and much more........... It’s free to order via the link below. 

https://www.linear-fisheries.co.uk/index.cfm?fuseaction=main.brochure
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TA
C-

TE
C SELK’BAG

WEARABLE 
SLEEPING 
BAG
Selk’bag, the pioneering brand known for 

its wearable sleeping bags, is launching 

its latest innovation: The Swytch, a new 

design that brings insulation versatility 

and comfort to the world of outdoor gear. 

Available in three styles and designed for 

everything from family camping holidays to 

festival trips, or simply lounging at home, 

the Selk’bag Swytch stylishly adds practical 

function to the brand’s original iconic 

product.

The key new feature of the Swytch is the 

mid-body zip, which allows users to easily 

split the garment into two parts: A cosy 

jacket and a separate bottom half. This 

design has a very practical purpose, making 

it easy to answer nature’s call while using 

a Selk’bag, without having to remove the 

entire suit. And when the full bag is not 
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needed, the top half can be worn as a standalone jacket, delivering 

the signature comfort and warmth of Selk’bag.

Selk’bag has introduced several other new features with the Swytch, 

including: A softer, more luxurious hand-feel; waist adjustment; 

and a larger, adjustable hood, to ensure a perfect fit, whether using 

it as a jacket or as a full wearable sleeping bag. The new straighter 

zip design also eliminates snags, making it easier than ever to put 

on and take off.

Available in three versions, the Pro, Original and Lite, the Selk’bag 

Swytch is designed to meet the needs of every outdoor adventurer 

who values warmth and comfort. The Pro features an insulated 

adjustable hood, balaclava, removable booties and dual zips for 

ease of use, while the Original provides the perfect balance of 

warmth and flexibility. The Lite has a lower weight, but maintains 

the same level of comfort, making it ideal for those who want a 

more minimalist option.
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Sustainability remains at the core of Selk’bag’s ethos. The 

Swytch is crafted from 100% recycled materials across all models, 

reinforcing Selk’bag’s commitment to eco-friendly practices. The 

Pro version features Primaloft® insulation, which is warm, water-

resistant, and made from 100% recycled materials. All versions of 

the Swytch are equipped with SBS® recycled zips and are fully 

PFAS-free, ensuring each bag delivers both high performance and 

environmental responsibility

The Selk’bag Swytch Pro will come in Volcan Navy, the Original 

in Azul Midnight, Pasto Green and Maipo Burgundy, while colour 

options for the Lite will be Cobalt Blue, Damasco Teal and Cobre 

Black. All will be available from April at www.selkbag.co.uk and 

from selected specialist outdoor retailers.

• www.selkbag.co.uk

• £ TBC
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HAYMAX HAY FEVER
RELIEF

Many anglers experience hay fever symptoms because of their allergies 

to grass pollen. For most people the worst months are May, June and July 

when grass pollen release is at its peak. HayMax is an organic allergen 

barrier balm that traps over one third of pollen before it gets in the body 

where it can cause a reaction. It’s perfect for anglers as it’s drug-free and 

certified organic and won’t affect your ability to concentrate.

Hay fever is a result of our immune system’s overreaction to innocuous 

antigens such as pollen. The body’s reaction to pollen is to produce 

histamines. Normal amounts of histamines in your brain are good – they 

keep you alert, attentive and awake. But, when there are too many in your 
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Hay fever is a result of our immune system’s overreaction to innocuous 

antigens such as pollen. The body’s reaction to pollen is to produce 

histamines. Normal amounts of histamines in your brain are good – they 

keep you alert, attentive and awake. But, when there are too many in your 

body, they produce the various symptoms common to hay fever sufferers 

including sneezing, a runny nose, nasal congestion, itchy eyes, watery eyes, 

streaming eyes, swollen eyes, itchy nose and throat.

HayMax is applied around the rim of the nostrils and bones of the eyes 

and works by trapping airborne allergens, including pollen, before they 

get in the body – less pollen, less reaction. Independent university studies 

show that HayMax traps over a third of pollen before it enters the body, 

in addition to dust mite allergens and pet dander [1]. In an independent 

survey by Allergy UK (the leading national charity providing support, advice 

and information for those living with allergic disease), 80% of hay fever 

sufferers say HayMax works [3]. And 94% of people find HayMax quick to 

be effective; 44% say that it works immediately and a further 35% say that 

it works within an hour or two [2].

HayMax is natural, organic and drug free, with no drowsy-side effects so 

it’s suitable for anglers and won’t affect your ability to concentrate.

2025 is the 20th anniversary of HayMax’s launch. Back in 2005, HayMax 

was ahead of its time, a natural prevention for hay fever – and indoor 

allergies too, such as dust and pet allergies. It is different from most other 

hay fever treatments and remedies, seeking to stop allergens getting into 

the body before they can cause a reaction, rather than attempting to treat 

the symptoms or the effects of the allergen once they occur.

Apply first thing in the morning, keep a pot with you and re-apply 

throughout the day and/or whenever needed. It depends on the pollen count, 

the temperature and lots of other things can have an effect, but most people 

seem to find applying 2 or 3 times a day does the trick.  Some people apply 

more often, and some less often. Apply before bed to trap pollen particles 

that are blown in through your window, or that might have landed on your 

pillow during the day.

• HayMax organic drug-free allergen barrier balm £8.49 

• www.haymax.biz.
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New in  at  Carptack leonl ine   i s 

the  Composi te  Safety  Leader.  

This  f luorocarbon leader  has 

thei r  Composi te  Lead Cl ip 

fused to  one end and a  fused 

main l ine  loop at  the  other. 

With  the  opt ion o f  a  Quick 

Changeswive l  or  a  Large Ring 

Swive l  for  r ig  at tachment 

and choice  o f  c lear  or  green 

leader.  The fused Composi te 

Lead Cl ip  a l lows for  sa fe 

e ject ion o f  the  lead when 

needed without  the  r isk  o f 

the  c l ip  “ t rave l l ing” up the 

leader  or  main l ine.

•  avai lab le  in  green and c lear

•  choice  o f  r ing or  quick 

chane swive l

•  pack o f  2

•  £9 .99

CARPTACKLE
ONLINE 
COMPOSITE
SAFETY LEADER
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The History of Carp 
Fishing in Oxfordshire 

Paul Harris and Geoff Adams

CARD: 01252 373658 

PAYPAL: www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk

A V A I L A B L E  N O W

Carp fishing has a very rich history. In the early days of it 
becoming popular, Kent and the Colne Valley were the hot beds 
of our fledgling pastime and of course there was the legendary 
Redmire Pool.  

Into the new Millennium and one area above all others 
exploded onto the scene, this was of course Oxfordshire. The 
quality of the stock of carp in this county was incredible but 
where did these beautiful scaly beasts come from? When did the 
Leney’s get stocked? What were the origins of the famous Linch 
Hill fish and what of the history of the now infamous Linear 
Fisheries? Over the course of the pages of this book all will be 
revealed as Paul and Geoff have put together the facts of how 
these lakes were stocked and also banded together many 
successful local anglers, some of which have never published any 
of their catches, who tell their fishing tales on these stunning 
lakes. 

With more than 300 pictures of some of this country’s finest 
ever carp and several full page maps, this huge volume tells the 
story of Oxfordshire’s carp fishing history whilst still leaving a 
little bit of mystery for your imagination! 

Included within the pages of this book is the foreword written 
by local legendary angler and former tackle dealer Joe Taylor. We 
have chapters from Paul Kitchin on the legendary Vauxhall Lake. 
David Brian Williams tells us the story of the lakes in the City of 
Oxford itself! Chris Robinson has written an incredible chapter 
on two of Dorchester’s lakes. Orchid and The Lagoon. The 
history told in Chris’ chapter on these lakes is just incredible and 
wait until you see the pictures! 

Next door to The Lagoon is Dorchester’s Alliance Club Lake 
and Joe Forrester tells his story of the incredible scaly carp that 
inhabited this lake and how he outwitted them. 

We have a real coup in the fact that brilliant all-round Oxford 
angler John Everard agreed to be interviewed and he has an 
incredible amount of historical information to share, as has Gerald 
Stratford who is also included in this informative chapter.  

No book about Oxfordshire’s carp fishing history would be 
complete without the story of Oxford’s first forty and what a 
story it is. Richard ‘Paddy’ Paradine has never written or 
published any of his catches before and we have his interview here 
for you of his historic catch which was kept under the radar for so 
long. 

Nick Stansfield is a brilliant young Oxford carper who doesn’t 
shout about his catches. We have two incredible chapters from 
him from two of the county’s most iconic lakes, The Leisure Park 
and The Big S! Josh Chatfield has written a fantastic chapter 
which really gives you an insight into how fishing on The Leisure 
Park was back in the day when the Leney’s were still about and 
culminates with his capture of The Big Leney at its biggest ever 
weight, the iconic ‘Paddy’s Fish’. 

We have brilliant chapters on Newlands from Ginger Robinson 
and Milton Pools from Stuart Rothwell. Danny Aplin has written 
about his time on Linch Hill which will just blow you away! His 
pictures alone are worth purchasing this book. 

Nick Franklin has written a lovely chapter on one of 
Oxfordshire’s little known lakes and his account really hits home 
that carp fishing isn’t always about the numbers game. Sometimes 
it’s just you fishing for the unknown! There are superb chapters 
on Manor Farm from Paul Hathaway and St Johns from Stewart 
Roper.  

If that wasn’t enough Paul and Geoff have wrote chapters 
themselves which cover the stocking history of lakes, how the 
gravel company ARC played such a big part in the early stockings 
of Oxford’s lakes, the early days of Linch Hill and Linear 
Fisheries and facts and stories regarding Oxford’s other lakes, 
some very off the radar! 

If you like your history, you like carp fishing and love stories 
of beautiful scaly carp, there is only one book to purchase this 
year. Here it is…
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We swapped  our  s t ress fu l 

London  jobs  fo r  a  f i sh ing 

lake  in  F rance.  I ’m James 

Hayes  and  I ’ve  been  carp 

f i sh ing  fo r  near ly  40  years 

and  now, a long  wi th  my 

wi fe  Ger ry, am the  owner  o f 

Mou l in  de  Passa is  Lake  in 

Normandy, F rance.   Hav ing 

spent  memorab le  f i sh ing 

ho l idays  in  F rance  wi th  my 

bro ther, I ’m gra te fu l  that  we 

now have  the  oppor tun i ty  to 

p rov ide  memorab le  ho l idays 

fo r  o thers .

Growing  up  wi th  no  fa ther 

f igure, I ’m thank fu l  that 

my  o lder  b ro ther  S teve  has 

a lways  suppor ted  me and 

has  showed me how to  keep 

on  the  r ight  t rack .   He  a l so 

taught  me  so  much  about 

ca rp  ang l ing.   We’ve  spent 

many  sess ions  on  var ious 

Essex  and  Kent  c lub  and 

synd icate  waters  and  met 

some in te res t ing  characte rs 

over  the  years .  

One  o f  my  fondest  memor ies 

was  when  I  was  19  and  we 
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were  s i t t ing  on  Darenth  b ig 

l ake, doub led  up  on  the  Road 

Bank  whi l s t  a  f resh  wind 

s ta r ted  hack ing  in to  us .   Th is 

was  my f i r s t  exper ience  o f 

watch ing  b ig  ca rp  bosh ing 

out  over  our  ba i ted  spots  and 

the  memory  wi l l  s tay  wi th  me 

fo rever.   The  magica l  f ee l ing 

o f  the  bobb in  l i f t ing  an  inch 

was  incred ib le.   La te r  on  in 

l i f e, he  a l so  taught  me  a  lo t 

about  f i shery  management .  

I ’ ve  he lped  h im out  wi th 

net t ings  and  bu i ld ing  swims 

(a l so  s t ick ing  the  rods  out ! ) 

and  I ’ve  l ea rnt  a l l  I  can 

f rom h im about  how to  run 

success fu l  f i sher ies .  

Over  the  years , I ’ ve  dabb led 

in  va r ious  ca reers , j o inery, 

fu rn i tu re  mak ing  and  f ina l l y 

be ing  a  London  b lack  cab 

dr ive r.   A f te r  12  years  d r iv ing 

a round  London , b reath ing 

in  the  sme l ly  fumes  and  my 

b lood  pressure  reach ing  an 

a l l - t ime  h igh , someth ing 

had  to  change.   Together 

wi th  my  wi fe, Ger ry  (a l so 

d is i l lus ioned  wi th  her  job 

in  HR) , we  dec ided  to  take 

a  sma l l  b reak  and  t rave l  to 

F rance  in  search  o f  our  next 

adventure.

We rented  a  campervan , 

chucked  the  dog  in  and  went 

on  a  road  t r ip  a round  France 

to  f ind  our  d ream p lace.   We 

spent  6  weeks  check ing  out 

the  d i f f e rent  reg ions  and 

a reas  a l l  over  F rance.   We 

looked  in  the  cent ra l  reg ions 

o f  L imous in  and  Dordogne, 

east  o f  Par is  in  the  Champagne 

reg ion  and  in  the  nor thwest , 

Normandy  and  Pays  de  la 

Lo i re.   Each  has  the i r  own 

charms  o f  course  and  a l l  a re 

beaut i fu l  –  we  were  spo i l t 

f o r  cho ice  wi th  the  lakes  we 

saw and  sur rounding  a reas 

that  they  were  in .  

As  Ger ry  wanted  to  c reate  a 

yoga  re t rea t  venue  as  we l l  as 

i t  be ing  a  f i shery, she  rea l l y 

wanted  the  hot  c l imate  that 

the  south  o f  F rance  cou ld 

p rov ide.   However, wi th  the 

p r imary  bus iness  be ing  a 
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carp  venue, we  had  to  we igh 

up  the  p ros  and  cons  o f  l i v ing 

so  fa r  down south .   Many 

carp  ang le rs  a re  l azy  ( I  can 

say  th i s  because  I  am one 

o f  them)  so  they  wou ldn ’t 

want  to  t rave l  fo r  10  hours 

to  get  to  us  when  they  a re 

pass ing  100 ’s  o f  beaut i fu l 

l akes  on  the  way.   We  knew 

there  wou ld  be  a  few d ie-

hards  that  wou ld  re l i sh  that 

cha l lenge  (and  the  t rave l ) , 

but  we  wanted  to  ca te r 

fo r  a l l  t ypes  o f  ang le r  ( the 

fami l i es , the  l ads ’  soc ia l s , the 

nov ices  and  a  few d ie-hards 

o f  course ) .   So , we  dec ided 

that  Normandy  wou ld  be  the 

sa fes t  bet .   On ly  4  hours  20 

minutes ’  d r ive  f rom Ca la i s 

(o r  90  minutes  f rom Caen) 

on  qu ie t , we l l -mainta ined 

motorways  and  th rough 

peace fu l  v i l l ages .   Th is  i s  so 

impor tant  when  look ing  fo r  a 

venue.   I t ’s  the  o ld  adage  o f 

l ocat ion , l ocat ion , l ocat ion .  

F ly  and  surv ive  i s  someth ing 

we  looked  a t  and  a l though  I 

l i ke  the  idea  o f  ge t t ing  on  a 

p lane  and  tu rn ing  up  l i ke  a 

rock  s ta r  and  s ta r t ing  to  f i sh , 

I  know that  many  ang le rs  jus t 

s imply  have  to  have  the i r 

own tack le.

Af te r  v iewing  near ly  20 

potent ia l  p laces  on  our 

d i scovery  t r ip , we  ended  up 

buy ing  the  f i r s t  l ake  we  saw.  

A lways  the  way…but  i t  was 

impor tant  we  saw a l l  the 

d i f f e rent  l akes  and  proper t ies 

that  were  ava i lab le.  

We  se t t led  on  Moul in  de 

Passa is ;  two  18th  century 

p roper t ies  (one  2-bed  cot tage 

fo r  ang le rs  and  a  3 -bed  mi l l 

house  fo r  us ) , 13-acres  o f 

l and  inc lud ing  some wooded 

a reas , meadows, a  coup le  o f 

s tock  ponds  and  the  5-acre 

l ake  (c reated  in  1829 ) .   When 

you  compare  that  to  our  l i t t l e 

13- foot -wide  house  wi th 

3 -met re  square  cour tyard 

garden  in  Wal thamstow, i t 

seemed l i ke  an  abso lu te  no-

bra iner  that  we’d  done  the 

r ight  th ing.  
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Se l l ing  a  house  i s  a lways 

s t ress fu l .   Se l l ing  a  house 

and  mov ing  count r ies  i s  even 

more  s t ress fu l .   Add  L iz  Truss 

to  the  equat ion  and  you ’ l l 

be  in  a  who le  wor ld  o f  pa in .  

Our  buyers  dec ided  they 

wou ld  pu l l  out  o f  our  house 

sa le  because  o f  the  economic 

uncer ta in ty, which  le f t  us 

d i s t raught .   The  cur rent 

owners  o f  Passa is  were 

inc red ib ly  suppor t ive  and 

unders tand ing.   They  gave  us 

more  t ime  to  rese l l , and  the 

t rus t  l eve ls  went  up  a  notch 

when  the  cur rent  owner  and 

I  dec ided  that , because  i t 

was  coming  in to  the  winte r 

months , any  potent ia l  ne t t ing 

o f  the  l ake  to  check  s tock 

leve ls  wou ld  need  to  p roceed 

anyway.   So , there  we  were 

in  minus  temperatures  in 

January, ne t t ing  in  the  snow 

and  record ing  each  f i sh  by 

we igh ing  and  photograph ing 

over  200  ca rp .   You ’ve  got 

to  have  ba l l s  o f  s tee l  to  s tay 

in  the  co ld  water  when  you 

can ’t  f ee l  your  toes  and  you 

know there  a re  another  100 

f i sh  to  go!

We a l so  dec ided  that 

because  f i sh  shou ldn ’t  be 

moved a f ter  the  winter  and the 

s tock  leve ls  were  too  h igh , we 

wou ld  move  anyth ing  under 

15 lb  to  the  two  s tock  ponds 

on-s i te.   That ’s  a l l  g reat , but 

we  hadn’t  even  s igned  the 

compromis  de  vente  ( the 

lega l  document  o f  house  sa le 

in  F rance ) , and  there  I  was 

mov ing  40  f i sh  out  o f  th i s 

man’s  l ake  and  rehoming 

them fo r  the  fu ture  (which 

a t  the  t ime  was  uncer ta in  fo r 

me) .  

Whi l s t  th i s  a l l  sounds  l i ke 

good  fun , I  can  assure  you , i t 

wasn ’t .   I  was  so  s t ressed  out 

wi th  our  s i tuat ion , that  I ’d 

made  myse l f  i l l .   A  few t r ips  to 

the  hosp i ta l  fo r  va r ious  tes ts 

and  probes  s tuck  in  p laces 

I ’d  ra ther  not  ment ion , they 

came to  the  dec is ion  that  I 

was  jus t  h igh ly  s t ressed .   A l l 

th i s  t ime, I  was  s t i l l  d r iv ing 



a  b lack  cab  a round  London 

which  I  abso lu te ly  hated 

wi th  a  pass ion .

Look ing  back , a l though  i t 

was  the  most  s t ressed  I ’d 

ever  been , we  now know i t 

was  the  bes t  th ing  we’ve 

ever  done.   When  I  l ook  back 

a t  the  photos  o f  the  net t ing, 

I  l ook  l i ke  “Mickey” f rom 

the  Rocky  mov ies .   The  next 

40 lber  I  caught  a t  my  new 

lake  fought  l i ke  a  f ighte r, so 

I  apt ly  named h im “Rocky” 

jus t  to  remind  me o f  the  hard 

bat t le  we  had  to  get  here.

The  sa le  f ina l l y  went 

th rough  and  a l l  pa r t ies 

invo lved  were  both  re l i eved 

and  s t ress- f ree…. .o r  so  I 

thought .

My prob lems  changed  f rom 

be ing  a  cabb ie, wonder ing 

whether  I  wou ld  get  my 

passengers  to  the i r  meet ings 

on  t ime, cou ld  I  tu rn  r ight  o r 
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l e f t  a t  the  next  junct ion  o r 

was  that  road  s t i l l  c losed  (and 

a l l  tha t  bo l locks )  to….how 

am I  go ing  to  get  cus tomers 

to  the  venue, wi l l  they  en joy 

the i r  ho l iday  and  what  needs 

to  be  done  next .

For tunate ly, we  were  l e f t  a 

handfu l  o f  regu la r  cus tomers 

who  en joyed  the  peace  and 

t ranqu i l l i ty  o f  the  venue.  

They  d idn ’t  mind  catch ing 

a  mix  o f  s i zes  and  en joyed 

coming  back  year  a f te r  year.  

Th is  was  a  good  p lace  to 

s ta r t  to  bu i ld  on  our  cus tomer 

base.   We  qu ick ly  rea l i sed 

that  the  2-bed  cot tage  was 

a  b ig  d raw fo r  f ami l i es  and 

the  more  comfor t -seek ing 

guests .   The  cot tage  was 

n ice  but  i t  de f in i te ly  needed 

some a t tent ion .  

Now, be fo re  I  te l l  you  th is 

next  s to ry, I  want  to  make  i t 

c lea r  that  we  have  f ixed  a l l 

the  p rob lems .

I t  became apparent  that 

we  needed  to  focus  on  the 

cot tage  when , because 

the  sa le  took  a lmost  a  year 

to  go  th rough , beh ind  the 

cot tage  became comple te ly 

overgrown wi th  b rambles 

and  t rees .   Wi thout  rea l i s ing 

i t  a l l  so r ts  o f  undes i rab les 

had  dec ided  to  make  the i r 

new home in  the  roo f  o f  our 

co t tage.   They  wanted  to 

h ibernate  there  th rough  the 

winte r  and  leave  once  the 

warmer  weather  got  here.  

Un less  the  warmer  weather 

cons is ts  o f  two  OAP guests 

decid ing to  turn  the  log  burner 

on  fu l l  and  a l l  the  o i l  f i l l ed 

rad ia to rs  in  the  bedrooms on 

max .   I t  c rea ted  what  I  can 

on ly  descr ibe  as  a  t rop ica l 

beach  v ibe  (wi thout  the  coo l 

mus ic ) .   A l l  we  needed  was 

a  coup le  o f  p ina  co ladas , 

Rodney, and  the  scene  wou ld 

be  se t .   Unbeknownst  to  us , 

a  love ly  se rpent  had  dec ided 

to  come out  o f  h ibernat ion 

a  l i t t l e  ea r ly  and  pay  a  v i s i t 

to  C lub  Trop icana  (and  why 

wou ldn ’t  you! ) .   I  go t  a 

knock  on  the  k i tchen  door  a t 
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7pm, to  a  whi te- faced  o lder 

gent  who  looked  l i ke  he  was 

about  to  b reak  down on  my 

doors tep .   “What ’s  up  mate, 

a re  you  ok?” .   I  was  to ld 

that  h i s  o ld  f r i end  Bern ie 

was  hav ing  a  hot  shower  (o f 

course  he  was )  and  when 

he  came out  o f  the  shower, 

s ta rk  bo l lock  naked, he  was 

g reeted  by  a  1 .5m snake 

look ing  a t  h i s  tack le.   I  cou ld 

see  the  head l ines  now…1.5m 

snake  meets  3 - inch  one  eye 

t rouser  snake.   There  wou ld 

be  no  contes t .   I t  was  the 

longest  th ing  he ’d  ever  seen 

in  the  bedroom, that  was  fo r 

sure.   Wi th  th i s , Bern ie  ran 

in to  h is  mate ’s  bedroom, 

a rms  wai l ing, no  towe l .   H is 

f r i end  thought  he  was  hav ing 

a  th row-back  d ream to  the 

1970s !  

Ins tead  o f  be ing  the  hero 

myse l f, I  immedia te ly  ran 

over  to  my  French  ne ighbour 

and  gave  h im the  g lo ry.   Ex-

spec ia l  fo rces , pa ra- t rooper 

and  gendarme –  th i s  was 

de f in i te ly  a  job  fo r  h im.   He 

qu ick ly  removed  the  snake 

to  the  re l i e f  o f  everyone 

invo lved .   Res t  assured  that 

a l l  ent rance  and  ex i t  po in ts 

fo r  any  such  v i s i to rs  have 

now been  c losed  up .

Our  ve ry  f i r s t  guests  and 

they  get  v i s i ted  by  a  b loody 

snake!   Th is  was  the  f i r s t 

s teep  lea rn ing  curve  o f  l i v ing 

in  ru ra l  F rance, every th ing 

in  the  winte r  wants  to  l i ve 

ins ide  wi th  you .   I  wou ldn ’t 

mind, but  our  mi l l  house  i s 

co lder  ins ide  than  out !

The  next  p rob lem was  wi th 

our  sept ic  tank .   L i te ra l l y, 

the  f i r s t  week  we  moved 

in , our  sept ic  tank  s ta r ted 

over f lowing.  Hav ing  never 

had  a  sept ic  tank  be fo re, we 

were  a  l i t t l e  out  o f  our  depth .  

Back  to  our  love ly  ne ighbour 

(and  now best  f r iend) , wi thout 

hes i ta t ion , he  sa id  he  wou ld 

take  a  look .   He  got  changed 

in to  h is  PPE, sa fe ty  gogg les , 

knee  h igh  we l l i es , the  lo t .  

Marched  purpose fu l l y  over 
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to  ours  and  wi th in  minutes 

had  has  a rm s tuck  down the 

sept ic  tank  ho le.   H is  hat 

even  fe l l  in  but  th i s  d idn ’t 

de te r  h im!   20  minutes  l a te r 

and  he  had  found  the  cu lp r i t 

( a  f emin ine  p roduct  that 

de f in i te ly  shou ld  have  gone 

in  the  b in…) .   Th is  i s  the 

p rob lem, he  sa id, wav ing  i t 

a round .   Th is  had  probab ly 

been  s tu f fed  down the  to i l e t 

6  months  be fo re  we  bought 

the  p lace  and  had  on ly 

tu rned  up  now.   But  we  had 

been  rescued  by  our  love ly 

ne ighbour  ye t  aga in  (and  not 

fo r  the  l as t  t ime! ) .   We  had 

lea rnt  the  mora l  o f  that  s to ry, 

do  not  th row anyth ing  down 

to i l e ts  o r  s inks !

One  o f  the  many  o ther  t imes 
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our  ne ighbour  he lped  us  out .  

Th is  huge  bucket  was  s tuck 

in  the  s t ream out le t  p ipe 

caus ing  the  s t ream to  f l ood 

over  in to  the  lake. 

We have  an  ongo ing  l i s t 

wi th  a l l  our  p ro jec ts  and 

tasks  to  do .   I t ’s  never  end ing, 

even  when  we  c ross  th ings 

o f f  as  there ’s  a lways  the 

emergency  th ings  that  c rop 

up  ( see  above! ) .   One  p lanned 

pro jec t  was  to  upgrade  the 

e lec t r ic i ty  a round  the  lake.  

Most  o f  the  quest ions  we  get 

f rom guests  i s  whether  we 

have  wi f i  and  e lec t r ic i ty  in 

the  swims .   When  we  bought 

the  p roper ty, we  were  to ld 

there  was  e lec t r ic i ty  a round 

the  lake  but  i t  qu ick ly  became 

apparent  that  i t  was  an 

acc ident  wa i t ing  to  happen .  

Upgrad ing  the  e lec t r ic i ty 

jumped up  the  “ to  do” l i s t .  

We  ended  up  spend ing 
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about  2  months  lay ing  the 

cab les  and  t runk ing, d igg ing 

them in to  the  paths , mak ing 

e lec t r ic  boxes  fo r  each  o f 

the  swims  and  get t ing  an 

e lec t r ic ian  to  hook  i t  a l l 

up .   Pu l l ing  th ree  lo ts  o f 

cab le  th rough  450  met res  o f 

t runk ing, a l l  the  way  a round 

the  lake  i s  some fea t !   But 

once  i t  was  a l l  connected  and 

s igned  o f f  by  our  f r i end, the 

F rench  bu i ld ing  inspector, 

we  cou ld  then  s leep  sound ly 

knowing  we  now had  sa fe 

and  compl iant  e lec t r ic i ty  a l l 

a round  the  lake, wi th  good 

wi f i  in  each  swim and  ba i t 

boat  charg ing  s ta t ions  too , 

jus t  fo r  good  measure.   We 

now know i t  was  a l l  wor th  i t .

We’ve  been  here  fo r  two 

years  now and  I  th ink  we  can 

f ina l l y  say  we’ve  se t t led  in .  

The  f i sh  have  come on  leaps 

and  bounds  wi th  the  cor rect 

feed ing  programmes  th rough 

the  winte r.   And  th roughout 

the  season  we’ve  seen  a 

s teady  increase  in  we ights , 

which  I  f ee l  i s  the  bes t  way 

to  manage  the  s tock .   I t 

wou ld  have  been  a l l  too  easy 

to  buy  a  coup le  o f  60 lb+  f i sh 

and  whack  them in  but  to 

put  a l l  the  o ther  f i sh  a t  r i sk 

was  someth ing  I  jus t  wasn ’t 

p repared  to  do .  

We  now have  a  s teady 

f low o f  regu la r  and  new 

customers  that  we  we lcome 

each  Saturday, and  the  bes t 

par t  o f  our  week  i s  see ing 

how exc i ted  they  a re  to  get 

s ta r ted  when  they  a r r ive.  

We  unders tand  that  they 

have  worked  hard  fo r  the i r 

ho l idays  and  I  f ee l  i t  i s  a 

p r iv i l ege  that  they  chose  us 

fo r  the i r  b reak .   We  don’t  take 

that  fo r  g ranted  and  we  t ru ly 

a re  g ra te fu l  to  everyone  that 

makes  that  cho ice.   We  t ry  to 

make  sure  that  a l l  our  guests 

have  the  bes t  t ime  here  as 

poss ib le.   A f te r  a l l , they ’re 

on  ho l iday!

We a l so  make  sure  that  our 

f i sh  a re  we l l  l ooked  a f te r 

and  so  whi le  we  a re  open  fo r 
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the  usua l  f i sh ing  season , we 

keep  a t  l eas t  4  weeks  f ree 

f rom f i sh ing  so  they  get  a 

p roper  res t  f rom the  ang l ing 

p ressure.   We  had  quer ies 

about  winte r  sess ions , so  l as t 

year  we  opened  the  lake  up 

fo r  a  l imi ted  amount  o f  t ime.  

The  beauty  o f  th i s  i s  you  can 

choose  the  dates  and  length 

o f  t ime  you  want  to  come.  

We  had  th ree  tough  nor thern 

lads  who  braved  the  snow 

and  minus  temperatures  in 

February  but  s t i l l  bagged 

19  ca rp  in  5  days .   So , we 

now know i t ’s  a  g reat  winte r 

venue  too .  

The  season  has  s ta r ted 

aga in  fo r  us  and  our  f i r s t 

guests  l as t  week  k icked  i t  o f f 

we l l , l and ing  71  f i sh , wi th  23x 
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40 ’s .   Apr i l  and  September  a re 

by  fa r  our  most  p roduct ive 

months  l i ke  anywhere  but 

i t ’s  weather  dependent  o f 

course.   A l l  th rough  the  year 

we  have  a  s teady  catch  repor t 

which  you  can  fo l low on  our 

soc ia l s  be low.   A lso , i f  you ’re 

look ing  fo r  your  own French 

lake  o r  in te res ted  in  l ea rn ing 

more  about  our  exper ience, 

p lease  get  in  touch  wi th  us .  

We’d  be  de l ighted  to  pass  on 

any  t ips  that  we  have.

Ins tagram:

@moul in_de_passa is 

Facebook :

Moul in  de  Passa is

Webs i te :

w w w . m o u l i n d e p a s s a i s -

re t rea ts .com and  www.

hayescarp f i sher ies .com

ADVERTORIAL



CATCH REPORTS

Jon Wil l iams persevered in bleak condit ions with a quick 
f lurry of  bites towards the end of  his  session which included 
a couple of  20s and his  f i rst  forty of  the year  at  41.1 

FORTYFORTY
TOPSTOPS
FLURRYFLURRY

40S40S
CLUBCLUB

Sam O’Brien landed 
this  40lb 4oz common 
from his  local  c lub lake
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CATCH REPORTS

The biggun, a  carp that  had become a myth around the 
of f ice, so many lunch t ime walks leading to stor ies of  a 
common that  “Has to be 60lb”… a few people c laimed they’d 
seen i t  but  a l l  of  us knew the lake had potentia l .

With @alanblairurbanbanx’s year ly  session coming up 
talk of  a  potentia l  monster  increased and as we broke up 
for  Christmas everyone was hoping for  the same thing.

On the morning of  the 29th the message went out… it  had 
happened! I t  was real!  And i t  bottomed out the f i rst  set  of 
60lb scales, 62lb 4oz of  Nash common.

BIGGUN BIGGUN 
GOESGOES
6060
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Just  shy of  50lb, 
member Robbie 
landed this 
renowned f ish f rom 
Wasing’s Cranwell ’s

THIS ISTHIS IS
THETHE
WASINGWASING

CATCH REPORTS

RECORDRECORD
FOR MATTFOR MATT

Blackthorn Fishery -  50lb 12oz for  Matt
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LIKE FATHER,LIKE FATHER,
LIKE SONLIKE SON

Adam and Jordan Honeysett  headed back to Elphicks 
Pul lens Lake with f ish of  30.04 & 40.06…



CATCH REPORTS

Congratulat ions to Louie Steere who’s just  landed a new 
personal  best .  Br inging the scales round to 41lb 4oz 

SPRINGSPRING
CRACKERCRACKER

GHOSTIEGHOSTIE
GOES GOES 
4444

Rick Wil leats landed 
this  44 lb old warr ior  of 
a  ghost ie  common
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CATCH REPORTS

One of  the big gir ls  caught in the ear ly  spr ing a few years 
back -  Targeting an is land shel f  with a steep drop of f  in 
to 15ft , I  made sure to get  i t  as far  under an overhang as 
I  could ensuring i t  was in the shal lower water  where I ’d 
expected the f ish to be as they came in of f  the deep water 
in the upper layers.  A single white pop up on a Spinner Rig 
in low lying weed being the winning tact ic, with a 6- inch 
25lb Boom ensuring everything would neat ly  kick away. 
Having had a smal ler  f ish a couple of  hours before being 
due to leave, the phone cal l  went in to the missus to blag an 
extra couple of  hours and i t  turned out to be a good move 
as the bite came just  a  l i t t le  whi le  after.  I t  became obvious 
f rom the of f  i t  was a better  f ish, as she used her  weight to 
head into the deep water  –  Fortunately, the s ize 4 Krank 
ensured a mega hook hold and I  was soon looking down on 
one of  the lakes f inest , in  perfect  ear ly  spr ing condit ion

SALMON’SSALMON’S
BANGERBANGER
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King of  the lake, 
the elusive ‘Patch’ 
at  40lb 4oz.

KING KING 
PATCHPATCH

CATCH REPORTS

Shane Bundock 
landed the big l in 
his  target  f ish at 
50lb 10oz

TARGETTARGET
ACHIEVEDACHIEVED
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CATCH REPORTS

One carp instant ly  spr ings to mind when i t  comes to a 
pinnacle moment in my angl ing, The Vicar ;  a  bl ind eyed, 
absolute c lassic king common carp f rom a headbanger of 
a  Yateley club lake know to some as “Ze Grinder”!  Having 
f i rst  c lapped eyes on the place back in ’97 when I  f i rst 
dipped my toe in the water, this  carp had worked i ts  way 
up to ‘Arch Nemesis’  status over  the years unti l  we f inal ly 
crossed paths. 

MORNING VICARMORNING VICAR
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MORNING VICARMORNING VICARMORNING VICARMORNING VICAR

Arriving at  the lake and l ight  fading I  had a quick look around, and 
i t  was evident that  the warmer day temperatures had encouraged 
the carp to congregate in the upper layers.  There were enough 
subtle s igns to make i t  c lear  that  there were a few carp in the 
area.  With temperatures st i l l  cool ing signi f icant ly  during the 
night, I  hedged my bets and f ished two on the deck and the other 
on a Zig.  Late in the evening, a  f ished showed no more than 20 
yards out  in a feeding fashion rather  than a ‘parasit ic  shedding’ 
fashion, so I  wound in the Zig rod, changed over  to a Mani l la 
Popup and reposit ioned i t  where I  saw the f ish show. With a f i rm 
enough thud on the lead, I  was conf ident the r ig was presented 
and given the short  range, i t  was easy enough to catapult  a  few 
Mani l la  f reebies around i t .  The simple tact ic  worked as I  had 
the work alarm traded for  a  Delkim hitt ing the high note.  After 
a  dogged f ight , the big angry mirror  was in the net , and after 
inspecting each f lank, I  recognised i t  to  be the king of  the pond 
at  an al l - t ime high of  51lb 06oz!

GASKINSGASKINS
GOLIATHGOLIATH
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CATCH REPORTS

George Bags the 
Lady at  over  40lb….

LADY’SLADY’S
MANMAN

Couple of  weeks 
ago Adam had this 
one f ish out  on a 48hr 
session.SCALESCALE

PERFECTPERFECT
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CATCH REPORTS

SUPERSUPER
SIMMOSIMMO

This stunner was taken at  47lb by Liam from Baden Hal l

FARLOWSFARLOWS
FORTYFORTY

Michael  Roche had a great  session on Far lows lake 1 
managing 3 f ish with the biggest  being 42lbs
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FARLOWSFARLOWS
FORTYFORTY

Michael  Roche had a great  session on Far lows lake 1 
managing 3 f ish with the biggest  being 42lbs

CATCH REPORTS

Craig Knowles with 
Mo at  41.12 . . . . . . .

and Dave 
at  49.07

GO MOGO MO
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CATCH REPORTS

BEDSBEDS
BEAUTYBEAUTY

54lb of  one of 
Bedfordshires best 
for  Phi l  Nichol ls

TORRIDGE TORRIDGE 
RECORDRECORD

Torr idge Carp 
Lakes has a 
new lake record 
of  40lb 15oz.
Thanks to Mike 
Faulkner
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Liam Gingel l   
with Shoulders 
at  41lb

A quick 24 
hr  session 
p r o d u c e d 
this  amazing 
41lber  for 
Cal lum
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One of  Sandhurst ’s  big gir ls , caught on classic spr ing tact ics, 
a  s ingle 12mm pop up cast  to a show, the captor,  Luke Val lory
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More Thames Carping

Thames Carping was our best-selling book of 2019 and for a good reason. The Thames 
has everything a carp angler could possibly want, plenty of water, it’s the biggest carp 
water in the country, unknown stock, a stock which increases every time we have a ood, 
an element of the unknown (getting more known), very rare in today’s carp scene where 
every carp is ogged, logged ,blogged and caught by an endless stream of bounty 
hunters. 

Yes, the Thames really is the last frontier to be fully exploited. Thames carp anglers 
have many attributes of old school carping, stealthy, secretive and not bothered at all by 
the size of what they catch, although, like the old school, still hoping it’s the sh of a life 
time when the buzzer shrieks out!  

For Thames carpers the build-up too is very old school, they still have the close 
season, so this time is not wasted, as it was not years ago, recce’s, baiting up, getting 
baits established, building up swims, while always being conscious that to be discovered 
would be the end of their hard work, so coming and going discreetly, under cover of 
darkness, a covert operation. Their cards held tightly to their chests. And this is why of 
course that books on Thames carping are so rare and so readable.  

You see within these pages are their secrets revealed for all to see. Not blatant, no 
map grids in longitude and latitude to the latest hot spots but within the lines, read only 
by anglers who know what to look for. A clue here, a landmark there. All part of the 
ultimate jigsaw. So why do these secretive anglers choose to write, well simply because I 
ask them.  

Sometimes over several years. Most eventually agree, I am persuasive, arguing at 
their catches need to be documented and be part of the history books for years to come. 
Which is true, and why they do it. Not for money, to promote something or even self-
gratication but to be part of our great angling heritage. So that their kids and grandkids 
can look back and say “look! there’s grandad with a beautiful Thames Carp. He would 
spend hundreds, even thousands of hours shing for them. 

So, here’s what we have, and may I say you will not be disappointed. Some truly 
amazing Thames carp, from different stretches, some urban some rural, some well in 
land and some tidal, but all from the amazing’ Old Father Thames’. 

Let’s start with Ash Geden, who takes the cover positions again. His 2018-19 season 
made riveting reading in book one. In this volume he is back for his 2019-2020 season 
with equally incredible results. Many huge carp, several over forty, the front cover 
leviathan being totally new. He is a great river angler with a gift for writing, you will love 
his next instalment. Simon Rumsey has been on a journey while shing the Thames, like 
many I suppose, in search of a thirty, or even bigger! 

 Andrew Sadler has discovered some Thames secrets during his many years on the 
Thames, for you the reader, he divulges all. Graham Stevens is a Thames stalwart, having 
written several articles in Big Carp and a couple of chapters in the rst Thames bool he is 
back in this volume to tell you how he does it. A technical A-Z for all to learn from, novice 
or expert Graham has some edges for you all. 

The Teddington Tank by Vince Humphreys is a chapter about a huge common, that 
sh of a life time that he freely admits was totally unexpected, but that’s the beauty of 
the Thames. 

Thames common by Mark Cook, yes, a there’s a theme developing here, A huge 
Thames common, one never to be forgotten. River Thames, Same swim, Same carp … 6 
months apart by Christopher Stockley is a great account which proves how territorial 
even Thames carp can be. My Love for the Tidal Thames a Brief History, By Roger Baker. Is 
a trip down memory lane for all those who like the history chapters? Thirty years on the 
Tidal, some huge carp too. One of my favourite Thames stories yet. 

A Thames Monster featuring Pete The Pirate, is pretty self-explanatory, while prolic 
Thames carp catcher Danny Boy Hill, shows us just what’s possible with a breath-taking 
gallery of Thames specimens. Add to these life history articles on the Thames by Jason 
Townsend, Ben Frewin, Mark Anthony, Vince Humphries, Tom James and constantan 
Thames carp catch ‘The Thames Warrior’ it’s obvious that this book is another must read 
for not only river anglers but al carp anglers interested in something a bit different from 
the norm. A book you will read over and over again. History in the making, our UK 
heritage of Thames carp.

A V A I L A B L E  T H I S  A U T U M N

Rob Maylin

By Rob Maylin and friends

ONLY 500 SIGNED COPIES AVAILABLE – FIRST COME FIRST SERVED 
SO ORDER QUICKLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT
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MANORMANOR
FORTYFORTY

Craig Thomas 
f ished Manor Farm 
this  week and landed 
this  mega 42lb 8oz 
mirror

ROYALROYAL
RUCKRUCK

“Nice l i t t le  wake 
up cal l  I  was so glad 
to s l ip the net  under 
this  42½lb common” 
said Gary Norton
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Alan Tring said 
“My f i rst  spr ing 
capture of  2025, 
Rihanna at  a 
hefty 41.14lb”

Danny Ormiston did 
72hrs on Meadow lake last 
week resulted in 2 carp 
43lbs 11oz and 29lbs 10oz 

TRINGTRING
TRINGTRING

MEADOWMEADOW
MIRRORMIRROR
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Chris  Hockel l  is 
“Absolutely buzzing 
r ight  now. with the 
scales round to 48lb a 
new PB mirror  for  me.”

GOLDENGOLDEN
OLDIEOLDIE

Jack Pr ice, landed 
the pit  3  biggun 1 
eye 46lb ,o ld as the 
hi l ls .

BigCarp 58



CATCH REPORTS

BIG LINBIG LIN
BUZZBUZZ

Chris  Hockel l  is 
“Absolutely buzzing 
r ight  now. with the 
scales round to 48lb a 
new PB mirror  for  me.”

GOLDENGOLDEN
OLDIEOLDIE

Jack Pr ice, landed 
the pit  3  biggun 1 
eye 46lb ,o ld as the 
hi l ls .

BigCarp 58

CATCH REPORTS

Lee Hanson with 
the beauti ful  Ti l ly  at 
51lb 4oz.

Alan Harper  with the 
BBQ Zip at  49.10 f rom 
Long Lake

TILLYTILLY
TURNS TURNS 
UPUP

BBQ BBQ 
BEASTBEAST
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Ricky Knight said “  A phrase that’s  often thrown around, but 
for  once i t  feels  just  r ight  — dreams do come true.

This is  the greatest  Carp I ’ve ever  caught.  Maybe even the 
greatest  I  ever  wi l l  catch.  But none wi l l  ever  mean more.  Not 
because of  i ts  s ize a lone — but because of  the sheer  hard 
work, persistence, and patience i t  took to meet such a stunning 
creature face to face.

I t  t ruly was a venture into the total  and utter  unknown — 
and somehow, that  made the reward al l  the more meaningful .”

RICKY’S GREATEST CARPRICKY’S GREATEST CARP
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CRAZY CRAZY 
TIMESTIMES

4 hours into my f i rst 
session after  5  weeks 
in the Caribbean and 
the Asylum graced my 
net  at  51lb2oz, said 
Steve Dore=sett

CLUSTERCLUSTER
-F**K-F**K

Connor Everson 
with Cluster  f rom 
an overnighter  on 
Sandmart in at  44lb.

BigCarp 62
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CATCH REPORTS

Last  minute 
session and 
bagged a 44lb 
mirror  said 
Kieron Finch

Rob Drinkwaters 
awesome f i rst 
morning to the 25/26 
season on the church 
with Alf ie  at  45lb 4oz 

NEW PBNEW PB
FOR FINCHFOR FINCH

NICE NICE 
STARTSTART

BigCarp 63
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GREENGREEN
WITHWITH
ENVYENVY

Greenacres in 
P e t e r b o r o u g h s ’ 
biggun down in 
weight at  45lb 
5oz for  Mike 
Jarvis

LOVE YOU LOVE YOU 
LONGLONG
TIMETIME

Steve Squire 
with the VS 
Scattered Lin 
at  41.08 f rom 
Long Lake
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CATCH REPORTS

Leia 48lb 
4oz for  Kar l 
Bowles

Dan Cleary with 
Pawprint  at  43 02lbs

BOWLEDBOWLED
OVEROVER

DAN’SDAN’S
BACK!!BACK!!

BigCarp 65
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Nathan Jacksons f i rst  bite of  the year  and this  one was 
the culpr i t !  I ’m st i l l  actual ly  shocked now as I ’ve never  had 
a lump for  the f i rst  bite of  the year  ever  in over  20 years of 
carp f ishing! The f ish is  known as “spl i f f” which did make 
me chuckle when I  was told i ts  name 44.10 of  absolute 
perfect ion 

PASS THE PASS THE 
DUTCHYDUTCHY
BigCarp 66
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N O  C O R N I S HN O  C O R N I S H
P A S T I E SP A S T I E S

BigCarp 69

Aaron  Bunning  has  swi f t l y 

fo l lowed up  h is  capture  o f 

a  Corn ish  50  mi r ro r  ea r l i e r 

th i s  year  -  wi th  another  one! 

We l l , done  Aaron!

‘Fo l lowing  the  resu l t , I  had 

a t  the  s ta r t  o f  th i s  month , 

EXCLUSIVE

my campaign  on  the  Oaks 

synd icate  cu lminat ing  in  the 

capture  o f  my  ta rget  f i sh , the 

l ake  owner  ( Jack )  o f fe red  to 

re tu rn  my  depos i t  i f  I  d idn ’t 

wish  to  renew my t icket  fo r 

the  fo l lowing  year.  We  came 
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to  the  agreement  that  I  cou ld 

exchange  th is  fo r  a  sess ion 

on  Jacks  Lake  exc lus ive 

venue  ( spooky  poo l )  towards 

the  end  o f  the  month .  The 

idea  be ing, more  in  hope 

than  expecta t ion , that  i t 

wou ld  g ive  me  the  chance  o f 

bank ing  a  second  Corn ish  50 

in  a  month .  Spooky  conta ins 

two  o ld  ghost ies  over  the 

magica l  mark .  These  be ing 

the  on ly  o ther  50+  f i sh  in 

Cornwal l .

Fas t  fo rward  to  yes te rday 

a f te rnoon  a  l i t t l e  over  24 

hours  in to  my  sess ion .   A 

shor t  f lu r ry  o f  beeps  on 

my rece iver  a le r ted  me to 

the  l ine  p ing ing  out  o f  my 

wash ing  l ine  c l ip  on  the  fa r 

bank .  Upon  p ick ing  up  the 

rod  I  fu r ious ly  wound down 

to  p ick  up  the  s lack  l ine  and 

make  contact  wi th  the  f i sh . 

As  the  l ine  was  approach ing 

my marg in  wi th  a  d i s t inct 

l ack  o f  res i s tance, I  thought 

I  had  been  done.  A  moment 

o f  re l i e f  as  the  p ressure  bu i l t 

up  th rough  the  l ine, a  ta i l 

pa t te rn  the  s i ze  o f  my  b ivvy 

s ta r ted  swi r l ing  a  coup le  o f 

rod  lengths  out  as  the  f i sh 

went  on  a  s low, i r res i s t ib le 

run  to  the  fa r  s ide  o f  the 

l ake.  I  immedia te ly  knew I 

was  a t tached  to  one  o f  2  f i sh . 

Wi th  no  ma jo r  snags  and  the 

weed  hav ing  not  g rown much 

yet  th i s  year  i t  was  a  case  o f 

keep ing  my coo l  whi le  the 

f i sh  fought  i t s  way  a round 

the  lake.  I  managed  to  net 

her  f i r s t  t ime  o f  ask ing  which 

was  a  huge  re l i e f.

On  the  sca les  she  went  52 lb 

exact ly, what  a  month .  As  fa r 

as  I  am aware  th i s  puts  me 

in  the  fo r tunate  pos i t ion  o f 

be ing  the  f i r s t  ang le r  to  bank 

two  Corn ish  50+  f i sh .

I  caught  her  on  a  hard  spot 

jus t  o f f  the  s ide  o f  a  bar.  18 lb 

syncro  loaded  main l ine  wi th  a 

5oz  d rop  o f  in  l ine  and  a  7” kd 

r ig  const ructed  o f  Tungsten 

Loaded  so f t  and  a  s i ze  5 

Cryogen  S lammer  p rov ing 

the  winn ing  fo rmula ’ .
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I  f i shed  a t  Mi l lhayes 

F ishery  down in  Devon  in 

the  summer  o f  2024 .  My  wi fe 

Jan  and  I  had  a  ho l iday  on 

the  complex .  We s tayed  in 

one  o f  the  ons i te  luxury 

lodges  and  be l ieve  me  they 

a re  luxur ious .  You  cou ldn ’t 

want  fo r  anyth ing  bet te r  in 

the  accommodat ion .  The  lake 

back  then  was  covered  in 

weed .  So  much  so  I  thought 

i t  wou ld  be  d i f f i cu l t  to  ca tch 

anyth ing  but  never the less 

I  caught  f i ve  decent  ca rp . 

I  wanted  to  re tu rn  in  the 

winte r  and  th is  I  d id  in  ea r ly 

March  2025 . 

We a r r ived  a t  the  f i shery 

a round  midday  a f te r  a 

n ightmare  journey.  As  we 

approached  the  lake, we 

cou ld  see  that  the  weed  o f 

the  summer  had  a l l  gone.  I 
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was  cer ta in ly  p leased  to  see 

that .  Qu ick ly  we  got  se t t led 

in to  the  lodge  ( there  a re  two 

lodges  you  can  f i sh  f rom)  as 

I  wanted  to  get  my  rods  se t 

up  and  get  f i sh ing.  There  a re 

two  swims  that  come wi th 

the  lodge  we  were  in  which 

a re  about  ten  yards  f rom the 

lodge.  I  p roposed  to  put  two 

rods  in  one  swim and  another 

two  in  the  o ther  swim fo r  Jan . 

A  marker  was  cas t  out  to  see 

what  I  was  f i sh ing  over.  The 

lake  bot tom was  most ly  s i l ty 
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with  a  cover ing  o f  s i l k  weed . 

Some o f  th i s  s i l k  weed  was 

qu i te  p reva lent  in  p laces . 

I t  wasn ’t  showing  on  the 

sur face.  A f te r  about  an  hour 

a l l  the  rods  were  in  pos i t ion .

My approach  was  to  f i sh 

d i f f e rent  ba i t s  on  the  rods . 

The  r igs  were  5  inches  o f 

b lack  coated  b ra id  hook l inks 

t ied  to  s i ze  6   hooks .  Th is  was 

f i shed  in  con junct ion  wi th  a 

sa fe ty  c l ip  and  ta i l  rubber. 

A  th ree-ounce  square  l ead 

f rom S  M Leads  comple ted 

the  se t  up .  Each  se t  up 

had  a  sma l l  pva  web  bag  o f 

S teamies  pe l l e ts  a t tached  to 

i t  be fo re  cas t ing  i t  out .  The 

hookba i ts  I  s ta r ted  wi th  were 

a l l  pop  ups  (because  o f  the 

s i l k  weed)  these  were  TNT, 

Kr i l l  and  B loodworm, Squ id 

and  P ineapp le  and  Buty r ic. 
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The  web bags  were  l ibe ra l l y 

doused  in  S teamies  Rocket 

Fue l  be fo re  cas t ing.

A l though  I  d id  the  hard 

work  o f  us ing  a  marker  rod 

to  t ry  and  f ind  some c lea r 

spots , I  d idn ’t  f ind  any.  As  I 

sa id  the  lake  bot tom was  s i l t 

covered  in  s i l k  weed .  I  d id 

Spomb out  some ba i t  over 

the  hook  ba i t s .  Most ly  pe l l e t , 

sweetcorn , chops  and  hemp. 

I  d idn ’t  see  a  f i sh  fo r  the  f i r s t 

f ew days .  I t  was  f reez ing 

co ld  so  maybe  that  had  an 

e f fec t  on  them.  I  know the 

f i sh  a re  in  there  I  jus t  hadn’t 

seen  any  to  cas t  to .  La te r 

on , a f te r  coming  back  f rom 

hav ing  lunch  out .  I  saw some 

bubb les  appear  on  the  sur face 

but  was  th ink ing  maybe  they 

were  gas .  Never the less , I  put 

a  ba i t  on  them.  I t  was  out 

there  fo r  about  ha l f  an  hour 

when  i t  went  o f f.  A l though 

there  was  no  weed  showing 

there  was  some on  the  lake 



EXCLUSIVE

BigCarp 78

The  web bags  were  l ibe ra l l y 

doused  in  S teamies  Rocket 

Fue l  be fo re  cas t ing.

A l though  I  d id  the  hard 
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I  d idn ’t  see  a  f i sh  fo r  the  f i r s t 

f ew days .  I t  was  f reez ing 
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were  gas .  Never the less , I  put 

a  ba i t  on  them.  I t  was  out 

there  fo r  about  ha l f  an  hour 

when  i t  went  o f f.  A l though 

there  was  no  weed  showing 

there  was  some on  the  lake 
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bed  and  the  ca rp  was  tea r ing 

th rough  i t .  I  go t  i t  to  the  bank 

where  my  wi fe  Jan  net ted 

i t  fo r  me.  I t  was  covered  in 

weed .  I t  was  a  fu l l y  sca led 

Mi r ro r  we igh ing  in  a t  23 .8 . 

I t  was  a  s tunner  caught  on 

TNT.

The  bubb les  de f in i te ly 

weren ’t  gas  then , they  were 

caused  by  ca rp  fo rag ing 

on  the  bot tom.  I  l ooked  fo r 

more  bubb les  every  day  and 

cas t  to  them.  I t  wasn ’t  unt i l 

ea r ly  the  next  morn ing  that 

another  run  occur red .  I t  was 

f rom the  same spot .  A f te r  a 

b i t  o f  a  bat t le  aga in  we  got  i t 

in to  the  net .  Another  s tunner 

th i s  t ime  weigh ing  23 .10 .  The 

weight  had  gone  up  by  two 

ounces .  Th is  one  was  caught 

on  a  cut  down Steamies 

P ineapp le  and  Buty r ic  pop  up . 

I  put  cut  down P ineapp les  on 

a l l  the  o ther  rods  and  dot ted 

them about .  My  th ink ing  was 

i t   might  be  a  v i sua l  th ing 
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the  ca rp  cou ld  see.  The  co ld 

weather  was  very  much  s t i l l 

w i th  us .  I t  was  ve ry  f ros ty 

in  the  morn ings  whereas 

the  a f te rnoons  were  sunny 

but  s t i l l  co ld .  The  bucket 

o f  wate r  that  I  was  us ing 

to  ba lance  my pop-up  hook 

ba i t s  f roze  so l id .  La te r  in  the 

a f te rnoon  that  same day  I  had 

a  sc reaming  run .  I  p icked  up 

the  rod  and  bent  in to  what 

was  a  power fu l  ca rp .  My  lead 

had  dumped but  there  was 

s i l k  weed  coming  up  the  l ine. 

I  was  hop ing  that  i t  d idn ’t 

ge t  s tuck  in  the  t ip  eye  as  i t 

somet imes  does .  Th is  wou ld 

make  i t  d i f f i cu l t  to  l and  the 

f i sh .  The  carp  was  mak ing 

hear t  s topp ing  runs  and 

s t r ipp ing  o f f  ya rds  o f  l ine  o f f 

the  ree l .  I  wou ld  ga in  l ine 

on ly  fo r  i t  to  be  taken  back  by 

the  ca rp .  Eventua l ly  i t  began 

to  t i re  and  I  was  ga in ing  l ine. 
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As i t  came neare r, I  cou ld 

see  i t  was  a  good  f i sh .  I t 

was  s t i l l  f ight ing  but  t i r ing. 

As  i t  k i ssed  the  spreader  on 

the  land ing  net , we  cou ld 

see  i t  was  a  monste r  Mi r ro r. 

I t  l ooked  mass ive  on  the 

unhook ing  mat .  We put  i t  in to 

the  we igh  s l ing  and  ho is ted 

i t  on  to  the  sca les  hook .  The 

d ia l  on  the  sca les  s topped  a t 

35 .6 .  I t  was  a  lump!

I t  was  ea r ly  morn ing  o f  the 

next  day  that  another  run 

occur red .  Th is  was  f rom a 

d i f f e rent  spot .  A  gent le  take 

was  showing  on  the  b i te 

ind icato r  and  the  a la rm was 

sounding.  I  l i f ted  in to  i t  and 

the  tuss le  began .  A  shor t 

bat t le  commenced  and  be fo re 

long  the  ca rp  was  in  the  net . 

I t  was  a  n ice  Common that 

we ighed  27 .4 .  Th is  was  the 
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I t  was  a  n ice  Common that 

we ighed  27 .4 .  Th is  was  the 

f i r s t  Common o f  the  t r ip . 

Photos  done  and  i t  was   soon 

re turned  to  the  water.  The 

morn ing  was  s t i l l  w i th  us 

and  I  was  ree l ing  in  one  o f 

the  rods  because  we  were 

go ing  out  fo r  the  day, when 

one  o f  the  o ther  rods  went 

o f f.  I  cou ld  fee l  whatever 

was  on  the  o ther  end  o f  the 

rod .  S lowly  i t  came to  the  net 

and  was  captured .  Another 

Mi r ro r  th i s  t ime  weigh ing 

23 .4 .  That  was  number  f i ve 

o f  the  sess ion .

We came back f rom shopping 

a round  mida f te rnoon .  We had 

lunch  out  in  a  n ice  Ch inese 

bu f fe t  res taurant  in  Torquay. 

I t  was  love ly.  The  rods  were 

ba i ted  up  aga in  and  put  out 

in  no  t ime.  I t  d idn ’t  take 

long  fo r  one  o f  them to  burs t 

in to  l i f e.  I t  p roduced  a  f ine-

look ing  Mi r ro r  a t  23 .12 .  A 

coup le  o f  hours  l a te r  and 
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another  one  o f  the  rods 

was  away.  Another  Mi r ro r 

g raced  my net  a t  22 .00  dead 

on .  The  cut  down Steamies 

P ineapp le  and  Buty r ic  pop 

ups  were  work ing  very  we l l . 

The  a f te rnoon  d isappeared 

in to  even ing  wi th  noth ing 

coming  to  the  rods .  As  I  was 

about  to  go  to  bed  my remote 

sounded  and  warned  me o f 

a  run .  I t  was  the  rod  on  the 

o r ig ina l  spot  that  was  go ing. 

I  qu ick ly  got  to  the  rod  in 

quest ion  and  pu l led  in to  i t . 

I t  was  ve ry  dark  but  I  cou ld 

see  the  swi r l s  the  ca rp  was 

mak ing  because  o f  the  b r ight 

moon l ight .  I t  pu l led  and  I 

pu l led  back  and  eventua l ly  I 

won .  By  the  l ight  o f  the  s i l ve ry 

moon , I  cou ld  see  lay ing  in 

my  land ing  net  was  a  ve ry 

n ice  26 .8  Mi r ro r.  Aga in , on  a 

cut  down Steamies  P ineapp le 

and  Buty r ic  pop  up .

I  had  noth ing  th rough  the 

n ight  but  ea r ly  next  morn ing 

which  was  our  l as t  day  jus t 

as  I  was  pack ing  up  a  rod 

went  o f f.  Someth ing  very 

power fu l  was  tak ing  l ine. 

I t  weeded  i t se l f  and  I  was 

unab le  to  move  i t .  I  l e t  the 

l ine  go  s lack  and  wai ted . 

As  the  l ine  began  to  move, I 

pu l led  i t  t ight  and  was  back 

in  contact  wi th  the  ca rp .  I t 

was  pu l l ing  and  th rash ing  to 

t ry  and  get  f ree.  As  i t  came 

near  to  the  bank  i t  went 

so l id  aga in .  I  ca re fu l l y  wi th 

min ima l  fo rce  began  to  move 

the  ca rp  towards  me.  I t  was 

covered  in  s i l k  weed  which 

was  mak ing  i t  d i f f i cu l t  to  get 

i t  to  the  net .  The  carp  cou ld 

jus t  about  be  seen  th rough 

the  weed .  Managing  to  s lowly 

move  i t  towards  the  net , my 

wi fe  Jan  s t re tched  out  and 

net ted  i t  ,weed  as  we l l .  As 

we  pu l led  back  the  weed, we 

cou ld  see  i t  was  a  ve ry  good 

Common carp .  We removed 

the  weed  and  got  the  ca rp 

in to  the  we igh  s l ing.  I t  l ooked 

mass ive !  The  sca les  went  to 

31 .8 .  Another  lump.  Photos 

done  i t  was  re turned  sa fe ly.
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That  was i t  sess ion f in ished. 

We packed everything away 

ready for  the  long journey 

home.  I ’d  had nine carp to  35 .6 . 

in  var ious  weather  condi t ions 

consist ing o f  be ing very  co ld 

and f rosty, ra in  and sunshine. 

We went  out  on most  days  to 

the  loca l  towns and v i l lages . 

We had some love ly  lunches 

in  the  pubs and restaurants . 

Most  o f  the  towns are  with in 

easy  reach f rom Mi l lhayes 

This  was my second v is i t  to 

Mi l lhayes  F ishery  and i t  won’t 

be  my last .  I f  you would  l ike 

to  book a  f i sh ing ho l iday or 

just  a  ho l iday, p lease  contact 

Tom on 07884437375 or  go  to 

the i r  websi te  at 

i n f o @ m i l l h a y e s l a k e s . c o m 

you won’t  be  d isappointed.
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This  season , I ’ ve  been 

ta rget ing  a  p r iva te 

synd icate  l ake  in  the  Co lne 

Va l ley.  The  complex  boasts 

f i ve  l akes  as  we l l  as  the 

impress ive, exc lus ive  venue 

@redwood lake f rance  in 

F rance.  I  l ea rned  to  f i sh  on 

th is  par t icu la r  venue  f rom 8 

years  o ld  wi th  my  dad  unt i l 

my  la te  teens .  A f te r  s ta r t ing 

Un ivers i ty  and  mov ing  away, 

EXCLUSIVE

I  dec ided  i t  was  no  longer 

v iab le  to  keep  my t icket .

Three  years  ago  wi th  my 

dad  s t i l l  be ing  a  synd icate 

member, I  was  lucky  enough 

to  be  o f fe red  a  t i cket  aga in . 

Not  on ly  were  there  new 

f i sh  that  had  come th rough 

the  ranks  wi th  the i r  ongo ing 

s tock ing  program over  the 

years , but  there  were  s t i l l 

some o f  the  o ld  o r ig ina ls  l e f t 
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t h a t  I ’d  d r e a m e d  o f  c a t c h i n g 

n e a r l y  t w e n t y  y e a r s  a g o .  Fo r 

t h e  l a s t  f e w  y e a r s , m y  f i s h i n g 

h a s  b e e n  l i m i t e d  d u e  t o  w o r k , 

f a m i l y  c o m m i t m e n t s , a n d 

b u y i n g  a  n e w  h o u s e, b u t  t h i s 

y e a r  I  f i r m l y  h a d  t h e  v e n u e 

i n  m y  s i g h t s .

A f t e r  a  s e a s o n  o f  s t r a t e g i c 

b a i t i n g  a n d  p e r s e v e r a n c e, 

b a t t l i n g  t o u g h  c o n d i t i o n s 

a n d  b a l a n c i n g  l i f e  a t  h o m e, i t 
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D e c e m b e r  m o r n i n g, a f t e r 

f r u i t f u l  p e r i o d  o f  a n g l i n g  o n 

t h e  l e a d  u p  I  e n d e d  t h e  y e a r 

o n  a n  i n c r e d i b l e  s e s s i o n , 

w i t h  f i s h  o f  3 0 l b, 3 3 l b, o n e 

o f  t h e  b i g  L e n e y  m i r r o r s  a t 

4 3 l b +  a n d  t h e  o n e  I  r e a l l y 

d e s i r e d, B l i n d e y e !  T i p p i n g 

t h e  s c a l e s  a t  M A S S I V E  5 5 l b 

1 2 o z . 

. A n  u n f o r g e t t a b l e  s e s s i o n 

a n d  t h e  p e r f e c t  e n d  t o  2 0 2 4 ! 

S o m e t i m e s , i t ’s  j u s t  m e a n t 

t o  b e.  B i g  t h a n k s  t o  @ r o b _ _

b u r g e s s  f o r  t h e  p h o t o s  a n d 

t h e  v e n u e  f o r  a l l o w i n g  m e  t o 

s h a r e  t h i s  m o m e n t . 
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Being  ab le  to  cas t  my  r ig 

untang led  to  my  chosen 

spot , regard less  o f  range  i s 

o f  the  upmost  impor tance, 

and  i s  a lways  my  pr imary 

focus .  A  r ig  that  tang les , i s 

an  ine f fec t ive  r ig  that  d ra ins 

con f idence.  The  Mul t i  Combi 

i s  a lmost  100% tang le  p roo f 

when  f i shed  in  con junct ion 

wi th  a  l ead  c l ip  sys tem, ta i l 
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rubber  and  tungsten  tub ing.

The  second  most  impor tant 

th ing  fo r  me  i s  i t s  l ow 

maintenance, and  that  I ’m 

ab le  to  change  the  hook 

qu ick ly  &  eas i l y, wi thout 

sacr i f i c ing  the  res t  o f  r ig.  I 

use  sharpened  hooks ;  they 

need  changing  regu la r ly  so 

th i s  saves  me  lo t  o f  t ime.

A s t rong  r ig  that  c reates 

great  hook  ho lds  i s  everyth ing 

when  f i sh ing  fo r  b ig  ca rp ;  you 

jus t  never  know what  that 

next  b i te  might  be.  For  th i s 

reason , I  use  the  Wide  Gape 

pat te rn , and  when  combined 

wi th  a  mul t i  combi  r ig  I  l and 

a  ve ry  h igh  ra t io  o f  what  I 

hook , even  i f  us ing  barb less .

F ina l l y, but  equa l ly  as 

impor tant  as  the  above  i s 

p resenta t ion .  The  5” Boom is 

v i ta l  -  i t s  inherent  s t i f fness 

pushes  the  hookba i t  away 

f rom the  lead  when  i t  impacts 

the  lakebed .  Th is  means 

that  the  hook  l ink  cannot  be 

looped  up  o f f  the  bot tom, and 

that  i t  w i l l  r ese t  in  the  e v e n t 



EXCLUSIVE

BigCarp 96

rubber  and  tungsten  tub ing.

The  second  most  impor tant 

th ing  fo r  me  i s  i t s  l ow 

maintenance, and  that  I ’m 

ab le  to  change  the  hook 

qu ick ly  &  eas i l y, wi thout 

sacr i f i c ing  the  res t  o f  r ig.  I 

use  sharpened  hooks ;  they 

need  changing  regu la r ly  so 

th i s  saves  me  lo t  o f  t ime.

A s t rong  r ig  that  c reates 

great  hook  ho lds  i s  everyth ing 

when  f i sh ing  fo r  b ig  ca rp ;  you 

jus t  never  know what  that 

next  b i te  might  be.  For  th i s 

reason , I  use  the  Wide  Gape 

pat te rn , and  when  combined 

wi th  a  mul t i  combi  r ig  I  l and 

a  ve ry  h igh  ra t io  o f  what  I 

hook , even  i f  us ing  barb less .

F ina l l y, but  equa l ly  as 

impor tant  as  the  above  i s 

p resenta t ion .  The  5” Boom is 

v i ta l  -  i t s  inherent  s t i f fness 

pushes  the  hookba i t  away 

f rom the  lead  when  i t  impacts 

the  lakebed .  Th is  means 

that  the  hook  l ink  cannot  be 

looped  up  o f f  the  bot tom, and 

that  i t  w i l l  r ese t  in  the  e v e n t 

EXCLUSIVE

BigCarp 97



EXCLUSIVE

BigCarp 98

o f  b e i n g  e j e c t e d .  T h e  l e n g t h 

o f  t h e  B o o m  i s  a l s o  c r i t i c a l . 

To o  l o n g  a n d  t h e  f i s h  h a s 

m o r e  t i m e  t o  s p i t  o u t  t h e 

h o o k  b a i t ,  a n d  t o o  s h o r t  a n d 

y o u  r i s k  e d g e  o f  t h e  m o u t h 

h o o k  h o l d s .  T h e r e ’s  a  f i n e 

l i n e  h e r e  a n d  I  w o u l d n ’t 

r e c o m m e n d  s t r a y i n g  t o o  f a r 

i n  e i t h e r  d i r e c t i o n .

Fo o t  n o t e  -  T h i s  i s  a  r i g 

d e s i g n e d  f o r  s l o w  s i n k i n g 

h o o k  b a i t s  o n l y,  w h e r e  t h e 

h o o k  w i l l  l a y  f l a t  t o  t h e 

l a k e b e d  u n d e r  t h e  b a i t .  I t ’s 

a l s o  d e s i g n e d  t o  o n l y  b e 

f i s h e d  o v e r  f i r m  h a r d  s p o t s 

f r e e  o f  d e b r i s .  ( G r a v e l , 

s a n d, m u d, c l a y  o r  f i r m 

s i l t ) .  I f  b a r r e l l e d  i n t o  a 

s o f t e r  l a k e b e d  t h e r e  i s  r e a l 

p o t e n t i a l  f o r  t h e  b o o m  t o  b e 

p o k i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  l a k e b e d 

a n d  p r e s e n t i n g  h o r r i b l y.
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A  N E WA  N E W
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Afte r  a  long  winte r  I ’m 

look ing  fo rward  to  get t ing 

back  down south  to  the 

Hor ton  s ide  o f  the  road .

I t ’s  a lways  a  mass ive  buzz 

wa lk ing  round  these  se t  o f 

p i t s  s teeped  in  ca rp f i sh ing 

h is to ry.  A l l  the  ang le rs 

who  f i shed  here  l i ke  Ter ry 

Hearn , Dave  Lane, and  Rod 

Hutch inson  p lus  many  more 

who  insp i red  us  a l l .

S tand ing  in  the  lodge 

look ing  down the  length  o f 

church  lake  and  boat  poo l 

was  exc i t ing  be fo re  my  f i r s t 

season  had  s ta r ted  on  an 

open  day.
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I ’m jus t  about  to  s ta r t  my 

second  season  which  I ’m 

jus t  as  hyped  fo r  as  the  f i r s t 

but  th i s  shor t  s to ry  touches 

on  my f i r s t  season .  Many 

mi les  t rave l l ed, a  lo t  o f  e f fo r t , 

l ea rn ing  and  a  few successes .

Too  be  honest  I  was  happy 

to  o f  jus t  secured  a  t i cket  on 

the  complex .  I  had  p lanned 

to  f i sh  i t  th ree  days  on  and 

four  days  o f f  back  a t  work 

back  in  Norwich .  I ’d  been 

work ing  in  my  loca l  f i sh ing 

shop  Wensum Va l ley  Ang l ing 

four  days  a  week  but  shor t ly 

a f te r  secur ing  the  t icket  the 

heavy  f loods  that  year  had 

ended  my f i sh ing  shop  career 

due  to  a  qu i te  winte r  in  the 

shop .  Las t  in  f i r s t  out  k ind 

o f  th ing.  Look ing  fo r  new 

work  s ta r ted  and  eventua l ly 

I  came across  an  oppor tun i ty 

in  Pete rborough’s  famous 

B luebe l l  l akes  work ing 

in  the i r  tack le  shop  and 

a round  the  lakes .  Th is  meant 

t rave l l ing  f rom Norwich  to 

Pete rborough  then  to  west 

London  a f te r  work  once  I 

f in i shed  my 3-5  day  sh i f t 

a t  B luebe l l .  I t  was  a  lo t  o f 

t rave l ing  but  I  s t i l l  wanted  to 

s t ick  to  my  p lans  o f  f i sh ing 

cons is tent ly  and  hav ing  a 

good  go .

K ingmead  I s land  and 

Cray f i sh  Poo l

My f i r s t  sess ions  were 

on  K ingsmead  i s land  lake 

c ru is ing  round  on  a  boat  in 

70acres  o f  wate r  and  i s lands 

t ry ing  to  get  fami l i a r  wi th 

the  p lace.  I  had  a  sma l l  one 

on  my f i s t  sess ion  but  kept 

wa lk ing  c ray f i sh  poo l  which 

was  bes ide  K ingsmead .  I 

soon  had  some in t imate  up 

c lose  exper iences  wi th  the 

res idence  o f  c ray f i sh  which 

led  to  my  favour i te  moment 

o f  the  season  fa i r l y  ea r ly  on 

land ing  a  f i sh  ca l l ed  “ the 

baby  long” f rom the  sma l l 

wate r.  I  be l ieve  these  f i sh  a re 

some o f  the  o ldes t  ac ross  the 

complex  and  the  p i t  has  been 

en joyed  by  many  ang le rs  over 

the  years .  I t ’s  on ly  a  sma l l 
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but  a  lover ly  l i t t l e  p i t . 

I  d id  main ly  day  sess ions 

to  s ta r t  wi th  and  f i shed 

K ingmead  i s land  lake  fo r 

longer  per iods  but  was  a lways 

d rawn to  c ray f i sh  dur ing  the 

day  t ime.  I ’d  n ip  over  the  ca r 

park  a f te r  d i tch ing  my boat 

on  the  launch  ramp and  wa lk 

c ray f i sh  a  lo t  wi th  po la ro ids 

t ry ing  to  f ind  spots  and  f i sh .

I  s ta r ted  f i sh ing  a  s teep 

c lea r  marg in  spot  wi th  mega 

vantage  po in t  beh ind  a  l a rge 

t ree  and  b ig  overhang ing 

canopy. 

I  was  ba i t ing  fa i r l y  heavy  in 

Apr i l /May  as  the  f i sh  began 

to  h i t  the  marg ins , I  cou ld 

see  them v is i t ing  and  eat ing 

in  sma l l  g roups  o r  somet imes 

on  the i r  own. 

As  the  marg ins  where  c lea r 

and  the  sun  was  h i t t ing  i t 

a f te r  a round  midday  I  cou ld 

see  the  f i sh ’s  behav iour  as 

they  began  to  a r r ive.

My r ig  was  p laced  in  the 
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edge  be fo re  ba i t ing  and  i t 

was  a lways  super  exc i t ing 

see ing  them show up  and 

s ta r t  c i rc l ing  and  sampl ing 

the  ba i t .  I  cou ld  see  they 

were  b ig  dark  mi r ro rs .  I 

remember  amaz ing  deta i l s 

l i ke  watch ing  the i r  mouths 

move  as  they  a te  f ree 

o f fe r ings  and  recogn is ing 

sca le  pat te rns  as  the  v i s i t s 

became more  f requent .

I  a lways  made  sure  the  r ig 

was  p laced  so  I  cou ld  see  my 

hookba i t  and  i t  was  a lways 

hear t  in  mouth  moments 

as  they  got  c lose r  to  the 

hookba i t .  I  l ove  th i s  type 

o f  f i sh ing  as  i t ’s  so  in tense 

and  you  can  l i ve  the  moment 

ra ther  than  s i t t ing  beh ind 

your  buzzers . 

I ’d  seen  f i sh  go  over  my 

r igs  and  pre t ty  much  mug me 

o f f  fo r  a  few sess ions  which 

was  f rus t ra t ing  but  he lped 

me lea rn  that  I  de f in i te ly 

needed  to  change  someth ing, 

so  I  shor tened  the  r igs  l ength 

and  increased  the  lead 

s i ze.  New p lan  hatched  and 

r ig  p lacement  and  ba i t ing 

p rocess  repeated  I  pu l led 

back  f rom vantage  po in t  a f te r 

see ing  the  odd  f i sh  a r r ive. 

Ins tead  o f  watch ing  as  soon 

as  I ’d  seen  f i sh  s ta r t  f eed ing, 

I  sa t  we l l  back  unt i l  the 

a la rm gave  out  a  few beeps 

and  rod  bent  o f f  to  my  r ight 

away  f rom under  the  marg in 

canopy  back  out  in to  the  p i t . 

I  tu rned  the  f i sh  qu ick ly  and 

had  a  shor t  ba t t le  in  c lose 

under  the  rod  t ip  in  the  c lea r 

wate r.  I  cou ld  see  i t  was  one 

o f  the  o lder  mi r ro rs .  The  f i sh 

then  managed  to  tang led 

i t se l f  a round  a  c ray f i sh  t rap . 

I  cou ld  see  i t  was  a  n ice  one 

and  not  one  I  wanted  to  lose 

so  I  managed  to  net  the  f i sh 

and  the  c ray f i sh  cage  a l l  in 

one  and  qu ick ly  unhook  the 

f i sh  in  the  net  and  remove 

the  t rap .

A  coup le  o f  minutes  res t 

in  the  net  then  a  qu ick  few 

p ic tures  and  weigh , she 

went  30 lb  and  ounces , but 
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the  we ight  was  i r re levant .  A 

rea l l y  spec ia l  ca rp  I ’ l l  never 

fo rget .  Dark  sca ley  and 

decent  s i ze  was  a  bonus .  The 

p ic tures  came out  n ice  wi th 

spr ing  g reen  background  and 

the  f i sh ’s  lover ly  p ropor t ions 

d isp layed .

I  went  on  to  have  a  good 

run  o f  sma l le r  f i sh  f rom same 

a rea  be fo re  the  spawning 

season  began  and  I  d idn ’t 

re tu rn  t i l l  l a te  Ju ly /August .

I  o r ig ina l l y  jo ined  RK 

Le isure  to  l ea rn  a  new t rade 

o f  boat  f i sh ing  on  K ingsmead 
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I s land  Lake  which  was  g reat 

fun  and  I  managed  a  few f i sh 

f rom here  a l so , bes t  be ing  a 

37 lb  c lean  f ramed common 

and  a  36 lb  l inear  p lus  handfu l 

o f  20 ’s  and  doub les  up  unt i l 

October  when  I  re tu rned 

home to  f i sh  fo r  the  winte r,  

but  now i t ’s  near ly  t ime  to 

re tu rn .

My f i r s t  season  was  fa r  f rom 

a  d isas te r.  I  de f in i te ly  on ly 

sc ra tched  the  sur face  but 

rea l l y  en joyed  my t ime  there 

t read ing  the  same paths  o f 

some our  hero ’s . 

Carp f i sh ing  has  changed  a 

lo t  but  the  p lace  s t i l l  ho lds 

magic  even  i f  t imes  move 

on .  I  can ’t  wa i t  to  get  back 
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a f te r  keep ing  i t  l oca l  fo r  the 

winte r. I  had  a  good  dabb le 

l as t  season  lea rnt  a  fa i r  b i t 

and  caught  a  few. 

I  hope  you  en joyed  read ing 

th is  shor t  s to rey  i t ’s  jus t 

about  shar ing  your  hobby 

wi th  l i keminded  peop le.  I t ’s 

a  hect ic  l i f es ty le  wi th  a  lo t 

o f  norma l  l i f e  sacr i f i ces .  I t ’s 

not  jus t  the  end  goa l  o f  a  f i sh 

p ic ture.  Most  l i ke ly  there ’s  a 

lo t  more  to  i t  than  the  p ic ture 

you  see  pos ted  on  soc ia l 

media  ec t .  I  jus t  l ove  be ing 

outs ide  wi th  the  dog  en joy ing 

my hobby.  En joyment  comes 

f i r s t  and  catch ing  i s  the 

cher ry  on  top . 

I  hope  your  new seasons 

go  we l l  wherever  you  a re 

f i sh ing.



EXCLUSIVE

BigCarp 110

a f te r  keep ing  i t  l oca l  fo r  the 

winte r. I  had  a  good  dabb le 

l as t  season  lea rnt  a  fa i r  b i t 

and  caught  a  few. 

I  hope  you  en joyed  read ing 

th is  shor t  s to rey  i t ’s  jus t 

about  shar ing  your  hobby 

wi th  l i keminded  peop le.  I t ’s 

a  hect ic  l i f es ty le  wi th  a  lo t 

o f  norma l  l i f e  sacr i f i ces .  I t ’s 

not  jus t  the  end  goa l  o f  a  f i sh 

p ic ture.  Most  l i ke ly  there ’s  a 

lo t  more  to  i t  than  the  p ic ture 

you  see  pos ted  on  soc ia l 

media  ec t .  I  jus t  l ove  be ing 

outs ide  wi th  the  dog  en joy ing 

my hobby.  En joyment  comes 

f i r s t  and  catch ing  i s  the 

cher ry  on  top . 

I  hope  your  new seasons 

go  we l l  wherever  you  a re 

f i sh ing.

EXCLUSIVE

BigCarp 111

BIG CARP
WATERCOLOUR  CARP  PA INT INGS

presents

www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk

fine arts

Price £25.00 plus £8.00 Recorded Delivery and tube.
Call 01252 373658 for card payment or go to our website for secure Paypal payment.

Mary and Mary’s Mate, the icons of the great Wraysbury complex… The British Record in the
arms of Terry Hearn and the brace which Sir Pete posed so wonderfully with on the back of his

legends book are but two of the many captures which have earned these two awesome creatures
their place in the Big Carp magazine legends hall of fame.

The A3 prints are very modestly priced at only £25 and are available now on the Big Carp website
www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk. Visit the site, go to the shop and select the ‘Fine Art’ section. There
is also more information on the rest of the series, which will be available at one to two-month in-
tervals, but I can tell you that the Black Mirror, the Burghfield Common, Heather, Jumbo, Jack,
Mary, Clarissa, the Bishop, the Royal Forty, the Fat Lady, Mary’s Mate etc are already on the list

and we are up for any more favourites – just let us know – Rob Maylin
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At  dawn, I  saw that  the  rods 

had  remained  inact ive  and  so 

s ta r ted  quest ion ing  the  r ig 

cho ice.  I  had  changed  back  to 

my  mul t i - r igs  because  there 

had  been  a  fa i r  amount  o f 

debr i s  when  I  f i r s t  cas t  onto 

the  spots  a  few weeks  be fo re. 

As  I  was  s i t t ing  in  the  swim 

hav ing  a  chat  wi th  S te l l a 

Dar ren  la te r  that  morn ing, 
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a  b ig, p la ted  mi r ro r  rose  up 

d i rec t ly  over  the  r ight -hand 

rod  be fo re  d ropp ing  down 

amidst  a  foaming  s t ream o f 

b ig  bubb les .  Minutes  l a te r, 

an  e rupt ion  caught  our 

a t tent ion  as  the  f i sh  aga in 

sur faced  be fo re  surg ing 

away  out  f rom the  zone.  We 

both  s ta red  on  in  d i sbe l ie f.  I t 

was  c lea r ly  one  o f  the  fu l l ys 
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and  she  seemed somewhat 

spooked .

Gut ted, I  l e f t  the  rods  fo r 

an  hour  o r  so  be fo re  check ing 

the  r igs  and  l ine- lay  to  the 

spots , but  a l l  seemed per fec t , 

a l though  my doubts  s t i l l  l ay 

wi th  the  r ig, so  I  changed 

back  to  the  doub le-bot tom- 

ba i t  D  p resenta t ion , wi th 

the  l i t t l e  hook- r ing  swive l 

fo r  max imum movement  and 

hook ing  e f f i c iency.  I  dec ided 

to  reba i t  and  cas t  ea r ly 

that  day  because  I  wanted 

every th ing  se t t led  and 

natura l  fo r  the  coming  n ight . 

My  con f idence  in  the  ba i t 

and  r ig  were  paramount , and 

once  I  rece ived  the  bes t  d rop 

on  the  cas t  I  was  buzz ing  fo r 

a  b i te.  One  o f  the  fu l l ys  had 

de f in i te ly  been  about  that 

ve ry  day, and  I  hoped  that 
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she  wou ld  re turn  and  get 

busy  once  aga in .  I  had  unt i l 

10am the  fo l lowing  morn ing.

S te l l a , Joe  and  I  had  a 

Ch inese  feas t  that  n ight  and 

ta lked  away  the  even ing, 

a long  wi th  a  few beers .  Soon 

enough, i t  was  la te, and  as 

they  wandered  back  to  the 

Pads , I  was  le f t  in  a  head-

sp in  over  the  day ’s  events . 

Had  I  missed  the  chance  o f 

another  fu l l y  th i s  morn ing? 

The  c lock  was  t ick ing, winte r 

wou ld  soon  be  upon  us , so 

th i s  was  the  t ime  to  make  i t 

count .  I  had  landed  the  k ing 

o f  the  pond, B lackspot , th i s 

t ime  las t  year, hav ing  s ta lked 

h im out  in  the  edge  wi th in 

ten  minutes  o f  wa lk ing  on  the 

lake.  I  needed  another  lucky 

b reak  l i ke  that , a  s ight ing  o f 

the  B ig  Fu l ly, maybe!
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BIG CARP
WATERCOLOUR  CARP  PA INT INGS

The Legendary Big Carp Series

presents

This is the first in a series of watercolour paintings capturing England’s fantastic carp history. 
‘The Legendary Big Carp series’ has been especially commissioned to celebrate a massive milestone in
Big Carp magazine’s history – the 200th issue! Bazil, that famous Yateley North Lake legend, seen

here in her natural habitat, is the first in a set of numbered and signed prints – absolutely
breathtaking and scale perfect. The A3 prints are very modestly priced at only £25 and are available
now on the Big Carp website www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk. Visit the site, go to the shop and select the
‘Fine Art’ section. There is also more information on the rest of the series, which will be available at

one to two-month intervals, but I can tell you that the Black Mirror, the Burghfield Common, Heather,
Jumbo, Jack, Mary, Clarissa, the Bishop, the Royal Forty, the Fat Lady, Mary’s Mate etc are already on

the list and we are up for any more favourites – just let us know – Rob Maylin

www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk

fine arts

Price £25.00 plus £8.00 Recorded Delivery and tube.
Call 01252 373658 for card payment or go to our website for secure Paypal payment.
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With  any  type  o f  ang l ing 

we  a l l  l ove  a  l i t t l e  edge 

over  the  guy  next  door, wi th 

the  warmer  weather  f ina l l y 

s ta r t ing  to  make  a  show i t  i s 

t ime  to  wash  down the  gear, 

res tock  and  make  bat t le 

p lans fo r  the  year  ahead, l i ke 

thousands  o f  ang le rs  every 

spr ing  I  s ta r t  a  new water 

and  rev is i t  a  coup le  fo r  the 

ones  that  got  away…
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In  my  las t  a r t ic le  I 

ment ioned  the  power  o f  sa l t 

on  Love l l ’s  and  what  a  l i t t l e 

edge  that  i s  espec ia l l y  a t 

th i s  t ime  o f  the  year  where 

I  be l ieve  the  ca rp  hur t  out 

the  minera l s  more, I  d id  take 

that  method  to  another  day 

t icket  wate r  ca l l ed  nor th 

v iew lakes  a t  Gedney  h i l l  in 

L inco lnsh i re, a  f i shed  f i l l ed 

48  hour  sess ion  was  soon 
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underway  wi th  f i sh  coming 

le f t  r ight  and  cent re, wi th  an 

even ing  rush  on  the  second 

day  wi th  four  f i sh  l anded  in 

the  mat te r  o f  30  minutes , 

l a te r  on  in  the  n ight  I  l anded 

a  20 lb  common fa l l ing  to  the 

sa l t , I  was  th rowing  out  sa l t , 

chopped  scopex  squ id  and 

who le  scopex  squ id  bo i l i es 

to  an  a rea  a round  15  ya rds 

out  where  f i sh  were  showing 

easy  s imple  f i sh ing, s imple 

b lowback  r igs  were  the  o rder 

o f  the  day.  Sa l t  i s  jus t  one 

l i t t l e  edge  I  l i ke  to  use, I  hope 

to  l i s t  a  coup le  o f f  f o r  you  to 

cons ider  in  your  ang l ing.

LEADS :as  we  a l l  know the 

lead  i s  one  impor tant  fac to r 

in  the  r ig  depar tment , ge t t ing 

i t  r ight  can  somet imes  be  a 

cha l lenge, I  pe rsona l ly  on ly 

use  leads  between  2-4oz  I 

f ind  that  t i cks  a l l  the  boxes 

fo r  my  type  o f  ang l ing  , where 

I  ge t  a  l i t t l e  edge  i s  to  s ta r t 

a t  2oz ’s  and  increase  the 

we ight  f rom there  on  i f  I  f ee l 

I  need  to .  I  a l so  ca r ry  a  few 

d i f fe rent  types  o f  l ead, I ’ ve 

seen  loads  o f  ang le rs  who 

jus t  use  one  type  o f  l ead  and 

s t rugg led, persona l ly  the  f l a t 

pear  and  dumpy pear  type 

a re  my  favour i tes ;  however 
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a  g r ipper  type  lead  i s  a lways 

in  my  box  espec ia l l y  when 

im f i sh ing  b ig  open  waters 

as  I  f ee l  the  l ead  s tays  in 

p lace  bet te r.  So  I  wou ld 

ce r ta in ly  recommend hav ing 

a  coup le  o f  types  o f  l ead  and 

in  d i f f e rent  we ights .

UNDERSTAND WHAT YOUR 

F ISHING OVER:  a  mass ive 

unders tand ing  o f  the  l ake  bed 

and  s t ructure  o f  the  l ake  wi l l 

he lp  you  bank  more  f i sh , im 

re fe r r ing  to  th ings  l i ke  g rave l 

ba rs , weed  beds , snags  e tc. . 

a l l  these  a reas  wi l l  ho ld  ca rp 

some wi l l  ho ld  them a l l  year 

round  some on ly  fo r  a  shor t 

t ime, take  weed  fo r  example 

dur ing  in  the  day  i t  g ives  o f f 

oxygen  dur ing  in  the  n ight 

i t  takes  oxygen  out  o f  the 

water  i t  wou ld  be  bet te r  to 

f ind  an  a rea  near  a  weed 

bed  fo r  a  24  hour  sess ion  to 

f i sh , dur ing  in  the  n ight  i t 

w i l l  be  l i ke ly  to  have  a  v i s i t 

f rom f i sh .  Fee l ing  that  l ead 
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down wi l l  ce r ta in ly  he lp  you 

f ind  these  a reas  and  wi l l 

ensure  your  r igs  a re  f i sh ing 

cor rect ly  ready  fo r  those 

f i sh .  I  wou ld  a l so  recommend 

you  ta lk ing  to  o ther  ang le rs 

who  have  e i ther  f i shed  the 

venue  o r  a re  cur rent ly  f i sh 

i t , l i s ten ing  to  them wi l l 

g ive  you  in fo rmat ion  on  the 

go ing  ba i t , r ig  and  a reas , i f 

im  comple te ly  honest  I  tend 

to  speak  to  ang le rs  l ea rn 

a l l  o f  th i s  then  go  in  wi th  a 

d i f f e rent  p lan  to  what  the 

o ther  ang le rs  a re  do ing, i t ’s 

not  d i s respect ing  them i t ’s 

the  fac t  they  a l l  seem to 

fo l low each  o ther  and  have 

very  l i t t l e  resu l t s .

UNDERSTANDING THE 

NATURAL WORLD:  be fo re 

sounding  l i ke  a  Dav id 

At tenborough  here  l e t  me 

exp la in , the  natura l  wor ld 

te l l s  you  every th ing  you 

need  to  know about  a  venue, 

when  the  sun  i s  out  head  to 

the  sha l lows  when  i t s  co ld 

head  towards  deeper  wate r 

a l though  there  i s  more  than 

meets  the  eye, i t ’s  a l l  to  do 
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with  food  as  we  know carp 

a re  bas ica l l y  p igs  wi th  f ins , 

so  wi th  th i s  in  mind  im a lways 

look ing  fo r  the  s ta r t  o f  the 

natura l  food  cha in  wi th  in  the 

lakes  ecosys tem, i t  a lways 

s ta r ts  in  the  sha l lower  water 

and  gradua l ly  goes  in to  the 

deeper  wate r  as  the  season 

goes  on , unders tand ing  th is 

and  us ing  i t  i s  p inpo int  and 

wi l l  ge t  you  ext ra  f i sh , there 

i s  no  text  book  answer  to 

a l l  o f  th i s  as  every  venue 

i s  d i f f e rent  however  a  few 

po inte rs  to  look  out  fo r  wou ld 

be  water  sna i l s , Beat les , f resh 

weed  growth  and  a  b ig  one  I 

have  found  i s  b ream spawn 

fo r  some reason  carp  love 

feed ing  on  b ream spawn or 

a t  l eas t  they  do  in  the  venues 

I  have  f i shed  over  the  years .

TACKLE AND BAIT:   a  qu ick 

po in te r  on  your  gear, a lways 

put  f resh  l ine  on  your  ree l s 

a t  l eas t  once  a  year, keep 

p lenty  o f  supp l ies  in  no  po in t 

s ta r t ing  a  new campaign 

and  when  you ’re  rea l l y  on 

i t  sudden ly  runn ing  out  o f 

i tems  ha l f  way  th rough  and 

then  hav ing  to  s top .  A lways 

make  sure  your  r igs  a re 

s t rong  enough to  l and  any 

f i sh  in  any  s i tuat ion , a lways 

ca r ry  f i sh  ca re  p roducts 

and  never  run  out  i t  i s  so 

impor tant  that  we  look  a f te r 

these  wonder fu l  c rea tures . 

F ina l l y  ba i t  a  sub ject  that 

cou ld  be  a  who le  a r t ic le  in 

i t se l f  however  I  ge t  l oads  o f 

ang le rs  ask  me  what  ba i t  I 

use, bo i l i e  wise  i t s  scopex 

squ id  f rom Nash  ba i t , I ’ ve 

used  Nash  ba i t  fo r  years  and 

i t ’s  never  l e t  me  down, jus t 

recent ly  I ’ ve  jo ined  mid land 

mixes  l td  as  a  team member 

so  that  so r ts  the  par t ic les  out , 

the  main  one  i s  hempseed  I 

l ove  the  s tu f f  as  i f  i t  i s  used 

cor rect ly  i t  l ooks  l i ke  a  bed 

o f  wate r  sna i l s  which  goes 

back  to  the  unders tand  the 

natura l  wor ld, I  a lways  say 

to  peop le  once  you  have 

found  a  ba i t  that  works  fo r 

you  jus t  s t ick  to  i t , you  can 
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a lways  f ind  edges  wi th  the 

app l ica t ion  o f  that  ba i t , 

c h o p s , c r u m b, w h o l e, d i f f e r e n t 

s i zes  wi l l  a l l  work .  A l though 

in  the  las t  year  a  top  l i t t l e 

edge  I  now have  in  the  bag 

a t  a l l  t imes  i s  the  insect  mea l 

f rom DNA BAITS  I  th ink  i t 

works  ve ry  we l l  on  the  more 

wi ld  type  waters  where  I ’ve 

had  some good  resu l t s  f rom, 

even  a  coup le  o f  t r i cky  day 

t ickets  I ’ ve  f i shed  i t  seems 

to  work  we l l  the re  as  we l l .

FINAL POINT IS  HOOKLINKS 

:a  sub ject  that  can  be  ve ry  o f f 

put t ing, every  t ime  I  go  in to  a 

tack le  shop  there  seems  to  be 

count less  hook  l inks  on  the 

market  and  i t  can  cer ta in ly 

be  o f f  put t ing  a t  t imes  when 

x  y  and  z  companies  a re 

say ing  i t ’s  the  bes t  o f  the 

market , the  genera l  ru le  i s 

when  i t s  so f t  bot tom f i sh 

and  so f te r  hook  l ink  when 

i t ’s  a  rock  hard  bot tom f i sh  a 

s t i f f e r  hook  l ink .   I  a lways  pay 
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great  a t tent ion  to  hook  l inks 

and  i t s  where  I  ge t  my  l i t t l e 

edges  over  o ther  ang le rs , I 

l ove  us ing  f luorocarbon  and 

so f t  s ty le  coated  hook  l inks 

together, they  have  been  a 

mass ive  edge  fo r  me  in  recent 

years , mind  you  somet imes 

jus t  go ing  back  to  bas ics  has 

he lped  me bank  some love ly 

ca rp , a  s imple  b ra ided  hook 

l ink  o f  a round  20 lb  b reak ing 

s t ra in  has  been  a  mass ive 

edge, when  im bang ing  my 

head  aga ins t  the  wa l l  on  a 

venue  and  every th ing  i sn ’t 

work ing  that  i s  when  t r igga 

l ink  comes  out , I  l ove  the 

s tu f f, I  use  i t  in  30 lb  b reak ing 

s t ra in  and  have  had  some 

ep ic  bat t les  on  i t  not  jus t 

f rom carp  but  o ther  spec ies 

as  we l l .

 I t  takes  t ime  and  pat ience 

to  put  a l l  o f  what  I ’ ve  sa id  in to 

p ract ice, don ’t  ge t  f rus t ra ted 

that  i t  doesn ’t  work  the  f i r s t 

t ime, keep  go ing  , keep  go ing 

in to  those  exper iments  on 

your  venue, i t  cou ld  be  as 

s imple  as  cas t ing  fu r ther  than 

the  o ther  ang le rs  o r  f i sh ing 

much  shor te r  wi l l  he lp  you 

land  some more  carp  th is  year, 

i t  cou ld  even  be  f i sh ing  wi th 

bo i l i es  ins tead  o f  pa r t ic les . 

Never  s top  t ry ing  new th ings 

and  I  p romise  you  i t  wi l l 

ca tch  you  more  f i sh .  Now i t s 

t ime  fo r  me  to  head  o f f  to  a 

l ake….  S tay  lucky…
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BIG CARP
WATERCOLOUR  CARP  PA INT INGS

The Legendary Big Carp Series

presents

‘Heather The Leather’ – The jewel of the Blackwater Valley. She is THE Yateley Car Park Lake legend; a
fish that shaped and changed the lives of some of the greatest carp anglers this country has ever known.
Pete Springate, Robin Dix, Ritchie MacDonald, Jock White, Terry Pethybridge, Nigel Sharpe, Terry Hearn…
the list goes on of anglers who devoted weeks, months and years of their lives in pursuit of the queen of

the lake. She has gone now; gone to that great carp lake in the sky, but here, thanks to one of the county’s
most talented young artists, she has been brought back to life for all to wonder at her beauty… I am

proud to bring you No. 2 in the Big Carp Legendary Fish series – Heather – God save the Queen!

www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk

fine arts

Price £25.00 plus £8.00 Recorded Delivery and tube.
Call 01252 373658 for card payment or go to our website for secure Paypal payment.
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LOOK AFTER LOOK AFTER 
YOUR MAGGOTSYOUR MAGGOTS
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You’ve  got  to  keep  your 

maggots  c lean  and  ready 

to  go  a t  a l l  t imes , there ’s 

noth ing  worse  than  open ing 

up  your  bucket , and  they ’re 

a l l  sweated  up , c rawl ing  up 

the  s ides  and  jus t  s t ink ing, 

i t ’s  not  the  one!

EXCLUSIVE

There ’s  a  coup le  th ings 

I  l i ke  to  do  to  p revent  th i s ; 

I  put  ho les  in  the  top  o f 

my  bucket  so  there ’s  some 

a i r f l ow in  there, which  he lps 

keep  them dry  and  a l lows 

them to  b reathe.

I  a l so  l i ke  to  upgrade  them 
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f rom the  s tandard  sawdust 

and  maize  you  get  f rom the 

tack le  shop , I  g ive  them 

a  good  h i t  o f  the  Mani l l a 

Act ive  Mix , which  not  on ly 

keeps  them n ice  and  dry  but 

a l so  gets  them to  take  that 

Mani l l a  f l avour  on , add ing 

more  a t t rac t ion  to  an  a l ready 

ext remely  a t t rac t ive  ba i t .”
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PRIMAL ANGLING CLUB
Primal  Angl ing Club is  more than just  a 
f ishing c lub.  I t ’s  a  space where people  can 
reconnect  with nature,  develop their  f ishing 
ski l ls ,  and benefit  from the therapeutic 
ef fects  of  spending t ime outdoors .  Whether 
you’re  a  beginner or  an experienced angler, 
our  c lub welcomes everyone who shares 
a  passion for  f ishing,  conservation,  and 
mental  wel l -being.
Club Features:  Community  Fishing Events , 
Mental  Well-being Focus,  Junior  Anglers 
Programme,  Conservation & Habitat 
Management ,  Exclusive access  to  Mil l 
Dam for  c lub events  Workshops on tackle 
setup,  bait  select ion,  and advanced angl ing 
techniques,  Discounts  on f ishing gear 
through partnerships .
Mental  wel l -being sessions incorporated 
into outdoor act ivit ies
Contact :  07593962767
Email :  Admin@primalmental i ty.co .uk
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T h e  m o m e n t  y o u ’ v e  b e e n 
w a i t i n g  f o r… .  W i t h  t h e 
Wo r l d  C h a m p i o n s h i p s 
a p p r o a c h i n g  i n  t h e  s u m m e r 
w e  a r e  p r o u d  t o  i n t r o d u c e  t o 
y o u  t h e  t e a m  m e m b e r s  t h a t 
w i l l  b e  h e a d i n g  o u t  t o  I t a l y 
i n  J u l y  t o  r e p r e s e n t  C a r p 
Te a m  E n g l a n d  U 2 2 .  Ke e p  u p 
t o  d a t e  w i t h  a l l  t h e  n e w s 
a s  w e  h e a d  t o  o u r  1 s t  U 2 2 
C a r p  Wo r l d  C h a m p i o n s h i p s 
o n  o u r  Fa c e b o o k  a n d 
I n s t a g r a m   h t t p s : / / w w w.
f a c e b o o k . c o m / p r o f i l e .
p h p ? i d = 6 1 5 7 3 4 4 2 7 5 6 3 1 8 
2 0 2 5  S q u a d  A l f i e  R o c k ,  E d 
D y e r,  I s h a a n  P a t e l ,  F i n n l e y 
N e w n h a m ,  J a m e s  F l o y d , 
M a x  W h i t e h a l l ,  B r i n l e y 
L e d g e r,  B l a i s e  P r i c e .  We  a r e 
l o o k i n g  f o r  S p o n s o r s  a n d 
y o u  c a n  h e l p  b y  d o n a t i n g 
o n  o u r  G o F u n d M e  p a g e , 
o r  c o n t a c t  u s  d i r e c t l y  f o r 
m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g 
t e a m  s p o n s o r s h i p .  h t t p s : / /
g o f u n d . m e / 9 5 e f b f 7 d  A n g l i n g 
Tr u s t  C o m p e t i t i o n s

Mark Walsingham said, “I’m 
shocked to hear that Jim Wilson 
has died...  We met through 
mutual friend John Patterson on 
the banks of Ashmead in time 
when we ran the wetland as a 
syndicate. John and Jim were 
like brothers and I can’t believe 
both of them have now gone.

Jim was just a lovely man; 
a great angler of course but 
more importantly he was one of 
life’s good guys and time in his 
company always left me smiling.

This is how I always think 
of Jim, cradling the Caravan 
Park linear (2016 I think?) and 
grinning from ear to ear.”

RIP Jim.

R I P  J I M 
W I L S O N
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Save the date for this years 
‘Festival  of  Carp.’  The event 
will  be at  Horseshoe Lake in 
Lechlade on Saturday 12th July, 
it ’s  always a good social  event 
with something for everyone, 
we hope to see you there!

This year there will  be:
• Talks
• Angling companies 

demonstrating their 
products around the lake

• Angling Trust coaches 

helping youngsters to catch 
their f irst  f ish

• Casting demo’s and tuition
• Vintage tackle displays 

including a range of  ‘Carp 
Catchers Club’  items

• Vintage tackle and book 
sales

• Raffles
• An auction including many 

of  the late Chris Ball ’s  books 
plus other significant items

• Delicious food and drink
and much more . . .
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h t t p s : / / w w w . t i c k e t t a i l o r . c o m / e v e n t s /
wo r l d c a r p c l a s s i c / 1 6 2 0 9 1 1 / r / wc c 2 6 - 2 8 t h - e d i t i o n  T h e 
re s p o n s e  h a s  b e e n  ove r w h e l m i n g  w i t h  l o t s  o f  t e a m s  a l re a dy 
re g i s t e r i n g  -  i t ’ s  b o u n d  t o  b e  a n  i n c re d i b l e  C L AS S I C  e ve n t  . 
M o re  a b o u t  O re l l a n a  -  A  va s t ,  u n t a m e d  ve n u e  s p a n n i n g  ove r 
3 5 k m ,  w i t h  s t u n n i n g  b ays  a n d  u n i q u e  u n d e r wa t e r  fe a t u re s 
t h a t  p rov i d e  t h e  p e r fe c t  c h a l l e n g e  fo r  e l i t e  a n g l e r s .  T h e 
e n t i re  l a ke  w i l l  b e  o p e n  fo r  c o m p e t i t i o n  fo r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e 
e ve r  –  a  m o n u m e n t a l  m o m e n t  i n  t h e  s p o r t !  Te e m i n g  w i t h 
h u g e  o f  c a r p ,  e n s u r i n g  i n t e n s e  a c t i o n  a n d  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  fo r 
re c o rd - b re a k i n g  c a t c h e s . 

R E G I S T R AT I O N  I S  O P E N  F O R 
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We’re proud to announce that leading fishing tackle retailer 
Angling Direct will  become a sponsor and provide comprehensive 
support for the Angling Trust’s  “Anglers Against Pollution” 
campaign.
This partnership reflects Angling Direct’s  commitment to help 
the angling community protect the UK’s waterways for the 
future of  angling and the benefit  of  the whole community who 
enjoy being by the waterside.
Angling Direct will  provide essential  contributions and logistical 
support to the Angling Trust’s  rapidly expanding Water 

ANGLING DIRECT ADD THEIR 
SUPPORT TO THE ANGLING 
TRUST’S WATER QUALITY 
MONITORING NETWORK IN THE 
FIGHT AGAINST POLLUTION
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Quality Monitoring Network (WQMN).  This innovative citizen 
science project empowers anglers to monitor and report on 
water quality across England and Wales,  gathering critical  data 
to address the growing crisis of  pollution.
Since its  launch in May 2022,  the WQMN has enrolled anglers 
from 280 angling clubs who have conducted over 8,500 water 
quality tests on over 220 rivers across England and Wales, 
revealing the impact of  pollution on freshwater ecosystems.
Stuart Singleton-White,  Angling Trust Head of  Campaigns,  said:
“The importance of  the Water Quality Monitoring Network 
cannot be overstated,  and we are delighted this ground-breaking 
angler-led citizen science initiative now has the support of 
Angling Direct .
“With only 14% of UK water bodies in good ecological  condition, 
pollution is  at  a crisis point .  In 2023 alone,  there were over 
half  a mill ion recorded sewage spil ls .  Extremely high levels of 
phosphates and nitrates from sewage are fuell ing algal  blooms 
which cause oxygen levels to drop,  damaging fish stocks and 
aquatic l i fe .  These conditions also allow for various e-coli 
strains to thrive,  posing a health risk to all  waterway users 
including anglers.”
Steven Crowe, CEO of Angling Direct said:”Here at  Angling Direct , 
we believe angling and clean water go hand in hand so are aiming 
to build a legacy of  environmental  responsibil ity.  In addition 
to supporting the Anglers Against Pollution campaign,  we’re 
going to continue our commitment to other vital  environmental 
and community programmes.  This includes ongoing support 
for the Angling Trust’s  Get Fishing campaign,  which introduces 
newcomers to the joys of  angling,  and we have expanded our 
partnership with the Anglers National Line Recycling Scheme.”
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Acquired by  the  Carp Society  in  1992, Horseshoe is  a 

p icturesque 62-acre  lake  s i tuated in  the  Cotswolds .The 

beauty  o f  Horseshoe Lake and i ts  inhabi tants  are  legendary, 

the  lake  is  home to  a  wide var iety  o f  f i sh , with  an est imated 

100 carp  over  30 lb, with  the  largest  exceeding 40 lb!  The 

average weight  o f  carp  is  around 25 lb.  Addit iona l ly, you can 

f ind specimen tench weighing up to  12 lb, as  wel l  as  rudd, 

perch, and p ike.

Horseshoe Lake is  access ib le  to  Carp Society  members  to 

en joy  e i ther  on a  f i sh ing t icket  (pay-as  you-go bas is )  or  as  a 

year ly  weekday only  permit  for  on ly  £500 or  a  fu l l  permit  for 

£650.  Open to  new and exist ing Carp Society  members .
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The World’s largest fishing tackle company has unveiled its brand-
new showroom and corporate location where it will entertain media, 
customers, business partners and influencers.

A day after Angling International reported that Pure Fishing would 
not be attending this year’s ICAST – the world’s largest fishing tackle 
trade show – the group unveiled its brand-new showroom and 
corporate location at its headquarters in Charleston, South Carolina.

The group’s Chief Brand and Product Manager, Jon Schlosser 
said that the headquarters represented a significant investment 
and is part of why Pure Fishing made the decision not to attend 
ICAST this year.

P U R E  F I S H I N G ’ S
N E W  C O R P O R AT E 
L O C AT I O N
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Yateley South Complex:Tree Lake,  Pumphouse Lake and 
Horseshoe Lake are now open again to f ishing.  Aerators have 
been fitted within these three lakes lakes,  which we hope will 
ensure that dissolved oxygen levels are maintained at a healthy 
level ,  with all  of  the associated benefits that brings to the fish.
The pond was previously surrounded by,  and had a lot  of  trees 
growing in it ,  whilst  all  of  these have been removed,  please be 
aware that there are sti l l  a  number of  smaller branches and 
twigs in there.
We are unsure of  the stock at  the present time,  but know that 
some Tench are in the pond,  so your feedback would be both 
welcome and helpful .  Please note:  Anyone found tampering 
with the aerator system in any way whatsoever will  have their 
permit removed immediately.

F I S H E R I E S  U P D AT E :  YAT E L E Y 
S O U T H  C O M P L E X  &  D A I R Y  P O N D , 
M I L L  L A N E .
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The new hoodie Hardheaded features a  special  design where 
the lead has been emphasized to  be the head of  the angler  using 
a  skul l ,  moreover our design team has ef fected a  restyl ing of 
the Carpfishing Mania hoodie  select ing an attract ive green 
color  fabric  and using only  the outl ines  of  the big  carp on the 
chest  obtaining a  softer  ef fect  but  combined with further  well 
evident  detai ls . large range of  colours .
•  www.hotspotdesign.com

HS DESIGNS
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KUDOS ALARM SERVING, 
CONVERSION AND 
REPAIRS

Kudos offer  a  wide range of  a larm upgrades,  repairs  and 
conversions.  Need LEDs replacing or  fancy a  colour change 
-  no problem.  Nevi l le  case cracked? Kudos can rebuild  your 
Nevi l le  in  a  new case.  Fancy i l luminated wheels  -  no problem. 
Alarm stopped working -  Kudos wil l  fault  f ind and get  back to 
you with a  repair  cost .
•  prices  start  at  £5.99
• www.kudostackle .com
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TO ENJOY A NEW LEVEL OF 
SEATED COMFORT IN THE 
CHAIR ONE
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Helinox invented ultra- l ightweight ,  packable  camping 
furniture when it  launched the original  Chair  One in  2012. 
Now the brand is  set  to  re-energise  the category in  2025,  with 
today ’s  launch of  the Chair  One (re)  and Chair  One Highback 
(re) .  Introducing new innovations and design techniques,  the 
two chairs  are spearheading Hel inox’s  latest  col lect ion of 
products  for  creating welcoming spaces outdoors ,  across  al l 
cultures  and terrains .
The new Helinox Chair  One (re)  introduces ‘ReTension Design’, 
adding a  secondary tension l ine that  better  distributes  weight 
around the frame to s ignif icantly  improve comfort .  The 
breathable  seat  is  made out  of  durable  bluesign® approved 
and recycled 600D polyester ,  with mesh panels  for  venti lat ion. 
Redesigned nylon resin hubs combine with the frame for 
greater  stabi l i ty .  Hel inox founder Jake Lah tapped into his  vast 
experience in  tent  design to  develop the new tension l ine and 
make this  step change in  l ightweight  camping chair  comfort .
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The chair ’s  frame uses 
proprietary DAC aluminium 
technology,  but  with i ts  latest 
‘re-form’  manufacturing 
process  that  reduces waste by 
30% and sets  a  new standard 
for  sustainable  craftsmanship. 
I t  s i ts  30% higher off  the 
ground,  and is  wider,  more 
upright  and more stable  than 
the c lassic  Chair  One.  These 
changes further enhance 
comfort  and useabi l i ty, 
without  a  noticeable  increase 
in  weight  or  bulk . 

Other improvements  include an integrated mesh side pocket 
and a  bag that ’s  quicker  and easier  to  access  and carry,  with a 
ful l  double  zip ,  plus  daisy chain and webbing handle .  In  use , 
the Hel inox Chair  One (re)  has  a  load capacity  of  145kg.  When 
packed away in  i ts  bag,  i t  weighs just  1kg and measures 39cm 
x 12cm x 13.5cm.  The chair  wil l  retai l  at  £109.95.
Hel inox is  a lso introducing the Chair  One Highback (re) ,  a  high-
back option that  provides addit ional  shoulder and upper back 
support .  Weighing 1 .2kg when packed into a  bag measuring 
46cm x 14.5cm x 11.5cm,  i t  retai ls  at  £139.95.
The Hel inox Chair  One (re)  is  set  to  once again re-define the 
standard for  comfort  and performance in  l ightweight  camping 
chairs .  The Chair  One (re)  and Chair  One Highback (re)  is 
avai lable  now at  www.hel inox.co.uk/col lect ions/chair-one-re 
and from selected special ist  outdoor retai lers .
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Removes:
Viruses -  99.999%
Bacteria  -  99.9999%
Cysts  -  99.99%
Microplast ics  -  99.99%
Capacity:  400ml (14 f l  oz)
Purif ies  up to  2 ,000 l i tres

LifeSaver Liberty™ water  purif ier  bott le  and inl ine pump
The LifeSaver Liberty™ water  purif ier  bott le  is  the worlds 
f irst  and only  portable  water  purif ier  which is  a  bott le  with 
an inl ine pump combined.  The best  water  purif ier  bott le  for 
outdoor enthusiasts ,  travel lers ,  backpackers  or  anyone who 
needs a  rel iable  source of  drinking water.
Fast  f low rate  -  1 .2  L/min
Supplied with a  replaceable  f i l ter  cartridges capable  of 
purifying 2000 l i tres  of  water  sourced from lakes ,  r ivers  or 
streams.  Comes with 5ft  Scavenger Hose for  drawing water 

LIFESAVER
LIBERTY 
BOTTLE
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direct ly  from source,  meaning:
Easier  accessibi l i ty  to  water.No need to  get  hands wet .  Purify 
larger  volumes in  one go.  Abi l i ty  to  purify  direct ly  into 
addit ional  containers
Includes a  replaceable  Activated Carbon Disc  for  chemical  and 
heavy metal  reduction as  wel l  as  removing bad taste  and odour, 
ef fect ive for  up to  100 l i tres  -  Our standard act ivated Carbon 
discs  used in  al l  Li feSaver products  have been tested to  show 
excel lent  and consistent  heavy metal  and chemical  reduction 
for  their  stated l i fe  over a  range of  sample contaminants  such 
as  chlorine,  lead,  nickel  and cadmium.  Improving taste  and 
odour along the way.
The water  is  st i l l  safe  to  consume without  an Activated Carbon 
Disc  instal led.  Screws right  in  to  most  wide-mouth water 
containers ,  l ike  Nalgene or  Hydro Flask bott les
Fi l ter  Cartridge is  replaceable
Hydration Bladder Pack Adaptors  avai lable  for  direct  f i l l ing
Independently  tested to  exceed ful l  NSF/ANSI  P231 and 
WHO2011 ‘Highly  protective t ier ’  drinking water  standards
Fai lSafe  technology -  Once the f i l ter  membranes are blocked, 
water  can not  pass  through,  keeping users  safe
No chemicals  or  electricity  required.  No strenuous sucking or 
pressing required.  Easy to  use Flow Valve to  control  f low rate
Transparent  windows to  see water  level .  Hook on l id  for  your 
carabiner
Product  materials  and water  ef f luent  both BPA and BPS free

• avai lable  in  3  colours
•  RRP £119.99
• www.iconli fesaver.com





BACK TOBACK TO
THE FUTURETHE FUTURE

DANNY HOLLAND

I t was the May 13-14 season,  and after  12 years  away 
from carp f ishing,  I  was back having a  go.  My f irst  tr ip 
was upon me,  and I  decided the land of  the giants  would 
be my f irst  port  of  cal l .  Al l  set  up and raring to  go,  I 

couldn’t  bel ieve the massive changes to  carp f ishing since my 
last  ef forts  some 12 years  ago.  Things had become so busy – 
bivvy after  bivvy after  bivvy with TV aerials  and solar  power 
panels  in  the swim.  I  thought ,  what  the hel l  was this  al l  about? 
Modern day carping had f inal ly  hit  home.

Nevertheless ,  here I  was on the next  chapter  of  my carp 
f ishing journey,  Rockford lake,  land of  the giants… How hard 
could i t  possibly  be?  So here I  was total ly  lost  with hinge r ig 
this ,  chod rig  that  –  what  had happened to  a  good old bottom 
bait?  Al l  these young anglers  catching 40lb-plus  f ish for  fun, 
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yet  I  was st i l l  biteless .  Eventual ly  after  months of  fruit less 
ef forts  and feel ing dejected,  some success  came my way with 
a  couple  of  30s and a  28 to  my name.  Ten months had passed, 
and I  needed a  change,  and this  is  where my f ishing real ly 
began.

Talk about  out  of  the the frying pan into the f ire!  I  decided 
to  look for  some peace and quiet  on the lake next  door,  one I 
had enjoyed some success  on some 15 years  prior.  The mighty 
Boating Lake,  65 acres  with 40 f ish and just  about  every hurdle 
you could face ,  was r ight  in  front  of  me,  but  the place was 
empty,  so  I  was a  happy man.  Any f ish would be a  bonus from 
this  deep mass of  water.  The lake is  a  s l ice  of  heaven on Earth 
–  tree l ined margins ,  bays ,  is lands –  everything that  the lake 
next  door wasn’t .

For  the next  few weeks,  I  was just  happy to  f ish this  beauti ful 
and quiet  piece of  gold ,  strewn with wildl i fe  and al l  the sunsets 
and sunrises  pure gold too.  Through these f irst  few weeks, 
I  bumped into a  guy cal led Rob Young,  an avid tench angler 
f ishing the pit  at  the same t ime,  who to  this  day is  one of  my 
closest  fr iends and an outstanding angler  in  his  own area.  St i l l 
carpless  at  this  t ime,  I  was however gett ing act ion from tench, 

much to  Rob’s  displeasure… 
Bloody carp anglers!

Maybe six  weeks passed 
with some good tench under 
my belt ,  things were looking 
good for  a  carp sometime 
soon.  1 .30am and my middle 
rod was away,  and bleary eyed 
and confused,  I  had somehow 
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managed to  land my f irst  Boating Lake carp,  a  beauti ful  22lb 
chestnut  mirror  known as  the Baby Tuna.  Happy was an 
understatement … ask my mum, as  I  woke her at  2am to inform 
her I  had one.  I  got  on the phone to  Rob and without  hesitat ion 
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New Grange went  in  over the f irst  two sessions,  but  st i l l  no 
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been tench f ishing the margins for  a  few days prior,  and I  had 
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seen many tench rol l  in  previous weeks.  Unbelievably I  was 
sat  in  the swim on the phone to  Rob when out  boshed a  dirty 
great  black mirror  over his  hemp spot  a  rod length out .  I t  was 
so c lose ,  I ’m surprised Rob didn’t  hear  i t  down the phone.  The 
f ish came clean out  twice ,  and I  could see every scale . 

So ,  I  put  al l  three rods out  on f luoro bottom baits  and running 
leads,  and I  was brimming with confidence.  Two days passed 
without  incident  or  even a  snif f  of  a  f ish –  typical  Boating Lake. 
Day three,  and out  of  nowhere at  6am the middle  rod took off 
big  t ime.  I  was up to  my neck in  water  just  in  my pants ,  and 
after  a  dogged f ight ,  I  s l ipped the net  under a  beauti ful  black 
mirror  of  32lbs ,  and yes  i t  was the very f ish I ’d  seen jump two 
days previously.  Photos done,  I  was elated my second Boating 
lake f ish ,  and later  that  day,  Ash in  the local  tackle  shop who 
knows the stock l ike the back of  his  hand,  informed me it  was 
a  f ish cal led Special  K ,  which was missing,  presumed dead.  My 
capture was only  the f i f th  t ime this  f ish had ever  been caught , 
so  happy wasn’t  the word.

The fol lowIng week exactly  the same traps were set  tennis 
court  style ,  and I  was sky high confident .  At  3am on a  st i l l , 
misty  summer morning,  I  was awake to  a  one-toner on the 
middle  rod.  Again,  I  was up to  my neck in  the drink,  and I ’d  got 
a  big  f ish stuck in  the weed.  Panic  str icken,  I  made the error 
of  just  giving i t  too much pressure and ended up straightening 
the hook.  I  was devastated!  I f  only  I  had left  i t ,  the f ish might 
have freed i tsel f .  Without  recasting,  as  I  st i l l  had two rods in 
the zone,  I  sat  on my bedchair  a  broken man.  What  had I  done? 

Anyway,  a  change of  c lothes and a  few coffees  later,  I  was 
start ing to  recover when al l  of  a  sudden one of  my other rods 
was away at  5 .30am.  Back up to  my neck in  water  in  my second 

DANNY HOLLAND



F R E E L I N E   3 2

seen many tench rol l  in  previous weeks.  Unbelievably I  was 
sat  in  the swim on the phone to  Rob when out  boshed a  dirty 
great  black mirror  over his  hemp spot  a  rod length out .  I t  was 
so c lose ,  I ’m surprised Rob didn’t  hear  i t  down the phone.  The 
f ish came clean out  twice ,  and I  could see every scale . 

So ,  I  put  al l  three rods out  on f luoro bottom baits  and running 
leads,  and I  was brimming with confidence.  Two days passed 
without  incident  or  even a  snif f  of  a  f ish –  typical  Boating Lake. 
Day three,  and out  of  nowhere at  6am the middle  rod took off 
big  t ime.  I  was up to  my neck in  water  just  in  my pants ,  and 
after  a  dogged f ight ,  I  s l ipped the net  under a  beauti ful  black 
mirror  of  32lbs ,  and yes  i t  was the very f ish I ’d  seen jump two 
days previously.  Photos done,  I  was elated my second Boating 
lake f ish ,  and later  that  day,  Ash in  the local  tackle  shop who 
knows the stock l ike the back of  his  hand,  informed me it  was 
a  f ish cal led Special  K ,  which was missing,  presumed dead.  My 
capture was only  the f i f th  t ime this  f ish had ever  been caught , 
so  happy wasn’t  the word.

The fol lowIng week exactly  the same traps were set  tennis 
court  style ,  and I  was sky high confident .  At  3am on a  st i l l , 
misty  summer morning,  I  was awake to  a  one-toner on the 
middle  rod.  Again,  I  was up to  my neck in  the drink,  and I ’d  got 
a  big  f ish stuck in  the weed.  Panic  str icken,  I  made the error 
of  just  giving i t  too much pressure and ended up straightening 
the hook.  I  was devastated!  I f  only  I  had left  i t ,  the f ish might 
have freed i tsel f .  Without  recasting,  as  I  st i l l  had two rods in 
the zone,  I  sat  on my bedchair  a  broken man.  What  had I  done? 

Anyway,  a  change of  c lothes and a  few coffees  later,  I  was 
start ing to  recover when al l  of  a  sudden one of  my other rods 
was away at  5 .30am.  Back up to  my neck in  water  in  my second 

DANNY HOLLAND DANNY HOLLAND



F R E E L I N E   3 4

set  of  c lothes ,  I ’d  connected into what  seemed a  very big  f ish . 
After  a  short ,  uneventful  f ight ,  I  couldn’t  bel ieve when I  s l ipped 
my net  under the biggest  common I ’d  ever  seen.  I  was in  total 
shock,  and I  can remember i t  l ike  i t  was yesterday.  I t  t ipped 
the scales  at  45lb 12oz,  one of  the two giants  of  the lake,  the 
Ivy Common – wow! Photos and video footage done,  I  spent 
the next  f ive  days in  a  spin.  This  was to  be my last  f ish from 
this  swim,  as  I  stuck i t  out  for  another s ix  weeks to  no avai l . 

With my carp brain kicking in ,  i t  was t ime for  a  change since 
I ’d  now caught  a  few f ish,  so  I  found a  new spot  in  a  wel l -known 
swim,  but  I  f ished in  a  di f ferent  area than most  other  anglers 
f ished i t .  By this  t ime,  I ’d  now changed to  braid and tapered 
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clear  leaders ,  as  I  was f ishing at  about  130 yards.  Everything 
the business  end was c lear  mono,  f luorocarbon leaders  and 
hook l inks ,  as  I  was sure they could see the braid in  the c lear 
gin water.  Seven weeks passed with my usual  tennis  court 
approach and 3 or  4kg a  week at  about  130 yards.

It  was bl inding hot  condit ions and not  a  breath of  wind at 
9am with the sun blazing,  and off  went  the middle  rod.  There 
fol lowed a  good scrap with f ish on the top after  dumping the 
lead,  and I  eventual ly  s l ipped the net  under another enormous 
bar  of  gold common – wow! It  was only  the Ivy Common again 
at  44lb 4oz!  I  couldn’t  bel ieve my luck  –  the same f ish seven 
weeks later  dead opposite  from my previous capture. 

Another year  passed,  catching well  into double  f igures of 
carp with three being 40lb-plus  –  incredible  stuff .  My last 
session was one I  wil l  never forget  in  mid September after  a 
four-month blank due part ly  to  an algae bloom.  I  was blessed 
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with a  three-f ish capture –  a  20,  a  30 and a  f inal ly  the lake’s 
biggest ,  most  sought  after  f ish ,  the Big  Common well  into the 
mid 40s.  Four 40 pounders was a  f irst  for  the lake and st i l l 
unequal led to  this  day.

After  16 months and the Boating Lake done,  I  headed back to 
my old nemesis ,  Rockford.  After  my Boating Lake conquests , 
surely  this  t ime I  couldn’t  fai l?  Oh my god… 127 nights  later 
and f ishless ,  Rockford real ly  had beaten me badly this  t ime. 
Eight  months of  hel l   –  déjà  vu,  I  said to  myself .  Making al l 
the same mistakes as  my f irst  try,  I ’d  decided to  go back to 
my normal  tapered leaders  and bottom baits  and ditch the 
pop-ups.  Fortunately  during this  period of  fortune I ’d  become 
fr iends with my good fr iend Adam Rawlings ,  Rockford’s  most 
successful  angler  with over  37 f ish –  17 fort ies ,  14 dif ferent 
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ones and two 50s –  wow! He would come and visit  me and 
keep me going,  and just  him encouraging me was vital .  As  per 
usual ,  I  picked a  l ightly  f ished swim that  looked a  good bet 
with lots  of  features .  I  put  one rod on a  hump and two rods 
tennis  court  style  at  about  130 yards.  First  night  with bottom 
baits ,  I  got  a  take but  lost  this  one… I  was gutted but  pleased 
I ’d  had a  take.

Back a  few days later,  tai l  up after  the loss  a  few days 
previously,  I  was back in  my forgotten swim.  With the hump 
and tennis  court  baited and rods out ,  I  was ready for  another 
crack.  Tucking into bed on a  beauti ful  warm,  st i l l  night ,  I  was 
out  l ike  a  l ight  when BEEEEEEEEEEEEEEP!  At  3am,  one of 
the long rods was away.  Knees knocking and already thinking 
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hook pul l ,  I  f inal ly  managed to  s l ip  the net  under one of  the 
most  beauti ful  22lb commons I ’d  ever  seen,  one of  the lake’s 
smaller  but  rarer  jewels .  Rel ief  was an understatement –  127 
nights  and my bad run was over.  Over the next  ew weeks,  I 
managed to  catch a  s ingle  f ish every week –  22lb,  25lb,  42lb 
(the Brute)  and 43lb (Half  Lin) .  What  can I  say?  I  was elated! 
I ’d  gone back to  my original  ways and caught  wel l .  127-night 
lesson learned –  i f  i t  isn’t  broken,  don’t  f ix  i t .

Private  Lake.
With Rockford gett ing busy,  i t  was t ime for  a  change of  plan, 

so  I  decided on a  l i t t le  weedy private  lake renowned for  i ts 
di f f iculty  –  20 acres  with 20 f ish –  just  my cup of  tea .  Not 
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making the same mistakes as  Rockford,  I  used tapered leaders , 
f luorocarbon everything and leads that  matched the lakebed.  I 
was ready from the off  for  this  notoriously  di f f icult  pit .  These 
f ish are probably pound for  pound the hardest  f ish to  catch 
in  the entire  area,  only  doing a  handful  of  bites ,  maybe two a 
year,  so   these l i t t le  buggers  knew their  stuff .

With water  c larity  in  mind,  presentation was everything for 
me,  even more than location.  I  was happier  to  f ish smart  and 
try  to  bring the f ish to  me.  Once again I  picked an area of  the 
lake that  received very l i t t le  attention from other anglers ,  a 
typical  tennis  court  s ize  bit  of  water  sort  of  in  between swims. 
I t  was 10ft  deep and clear  of  weed with white  sand –  perfect 
for  my pinned down f luorocarbon approach that  had served me 
so well  on previous occasions.   With the area baited ready for 
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a new campaign,  to  my surprise ,  on my f irst  night  at  2 .30am,  I 
had a  screaming take and an original  32lb common that  fought 
as  though i ts  l i fe  depended on i t .  I  was total ly  in  shock and 
the f ish was safe  in  a  retainer  wait ing to  be photographed.

Over the next  nine months I  was to  continue with the trout 
pel let  and boi l ie  approach that  I  st i l l  use to  this  day and 
that  had struck gold for  me on this  hardest  of  hard waters 
and such rarely  caught  f ish .  I  was fortunate to  catch seven 
originals ,  one stockie  and a  32lb recapture.  These f ish real ly 
were special  –  a  beauti ful  stockie  common of  32lb,  a  perfect 
22lb l inear  and a  32lb original  mirror  that  I  was fortunate to 
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catch on two occasions,  my f irst  capture being at  night  so I 
couldn’t  capture the true  beauty of  this  tremendous mirror. 
On another occasion,  i t  was on a  beauti ful  sunny day and i t ’s 
st i l l  one of  the nicest  f ish I ’d  ever  had the pleasure to  catch. 
I  a lso had a  strong 25lb character  of  a  common at  Christmas 
that  was shaped l ike the letter  Z ,  maybe some birth defect ,  but 
truly  welcome.  Then f inal ly,  the lake’s  three A-l ist  40s ,  one of 
them being one of  the most  sought  after  mirrors  in  the land,  a 
beauti ful  scaly  43lb 1oz bar  of  colour and two 40lb commons 
of  40lb 13oz and 42lb 13oz in  the same week –  wow! I  couldn’t 
bel ieve what  I  had done!  One common had gone three years 
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avoiding capture,  and the biggest  of  the two nearly  f ive  years . 
Once again,  I  was just  in  awe of  such glorious untapped carp.

Mission accomplished,  I  decided to  return to  Rockford for 
another go at  a  50-pounder as  I ’d  never had one.  I t  was back 
to  basics  again –  yes ,  the old tennis  court  thing and pel let 
and Kri l l  boi l ies .  With spring approaching and the same type 
of  plan,  I  decided on a  not  overly  busy area for  Rockford,  so 
there was a  good chance of  gett ing something going in  the 
coming spring.  Swim chosen,  my plan as  normal  was pel let , 
pel let ,  pel let  with a  few Kri l l  boi l ies .  My idea here was to  try 
and get  the bream to feed and bring the carp in .

So a  few weeks passed and I  had a  few double  f igure bream 
and a  good tench to  my name – al l  things good considering the 
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weather was less  than ideal .  Cold southerly  winds blowing 
straight  at  me made for  some pretty  uncomfortable  sessions. 
St i l l ,  persistence always seemed to pay in  the past ,  so  I  just 
kept  i t  going in .  I  spent  about  s ix  weeks in  this  area,  which was 
nothing special ,  just  a  weed-free area about  120 yards out  and 
some smooth sandy ground amongst  weed and gravel  bars –  a 
typical  area for  a  few naturals  to  appear as  things warmed up.

Then one day at  f irst  l ight ,  I  had a  one-toner on the middle 
rod,  and I  was up and away.  As  usual  I  was a  bungling wreck, 
as  this  felt  a  good one.  The f ish didn’t  do much;  i t  just  came 
slowly to  the net  after  a  blundering f ight .  Eventual ly  she was 
in ,  and she was enormous.  I  recognised the f ish as  the Leather 
from photos of  i ts  last  capture at  57lb last  November.  I  was 
pretty  sure she was a  50.  I  was straight  on the phone to  my 
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good fr iend Lenny Hedges,  who I  would l ike to  give a  massive 
thanks to .  He drove al l  the way to  Rockford from Portsmouth 
to  take control  of  the weighing and photography.  After  putt ing 
her  on the scales ,  she eventual ly  stopped on a  massive 53lb 
8oz –  wow! I  had f inal ly  done i t  –  a  50lber  after  a  four-year 
quest . 

Looking back on my memories  of  the last  four seasons with 
great  af fect ion,  i t ’s  only  now dawning on me my tal ly  of  big 
carp.  With a  l i t t le  dedication,  a  bit  of  spare t ime and a  lot  of 
Lady Luck,  anyone’s  dreams are possible .  Big  f ish from the 
val ley now complete ,  i t ’s  back to  the future for  me with some 
smaller  carp and hopeful ly  a  few more bites .  Thank you al l  for 
reading,  and may al l  your dreams come true.

DAVE WAKELINDANNY HOLLAND
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GRENVILLEGRENVILLE
DAVID COWARD

T he time had come… I  had been so excited about 
this  tr ip ,  f ive  nights  f ishing on Grenvi l le  Lake in 
Cambridge on a  guest  t icket  through a  fr iend who is 
a  syndicate  member.  Early  Sunday morning,  we set 

of  to  Cambridge.  I t  was a  three-hour drive from Manchester, 
and we arrived at  the barrier  at  7am.  Paul  the owner drove 
down to meet  us .  We had a  chat  about  Grenvi l le  and the f ish 
stocks ,  and he blew me away with what  he was tel l ing me.  Of 
around 1500 f ish ,  around 70-80 were 40s,  a  dozen 50s and 
even a  possible  60 and loads of  stunning,  scaly  carp.
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I  had the lodge swim for  the f ive  nights ,  so  I  set  up in  my 

swim and found a  nice  c lean clay area at  110 yards on a  large 
plateau area that  Paul  feeds once a  week with his  own boi l ies 
that  he makes on site .  He puts  bait  out  in  di f ferent  swims 
around the lake,  and he had put  20kg out  on my spots  on the 
Wednesday before I  arrived.

The f irst  24 hours I  just  put  out  a  couple  of  ki los  of  18mm 
Urban Baits  Nutcracker and Tuna & Garl ic  boi l ies  with my 
carbon st ick to  see i f  I  could get  a  quick bite ,  but  nothing 
happened!  That  night  I  got  up an hour before l ight  and put  the 
kett le  on just  at  i t  started to  l ighten up,  seeing f ish showing 
r ight  out  in  the main body of  the lake 300 yards away.  I  must 
have seen about  50 shows that  morning.

Another day had passed,  and I  got  up early  again,  watching 
the water  at  f irst  l ight .  Fish were showing again around the 
same area of  the lake over deep water.  Paul  came around for 
a  brew and a  chat  and said he was going out  in  his  boat  in 
the afternoon to  put  some more bait  out  in  a  couple  of  swims 
where no one was f ishing over on the other  s ide of  the lake, 
and he offered to  put  some out  over  my spots .

So that  afternoon,  I  made two large buckets  up of  crushed 
boi l ies  and mixed sizes  of  Nutcracker and Tuna & Garl ic  with 
three bott les  of  Nutcracker glugs and two bott les  of  Nut  Juice 
–  around 30kg in  total .  Paul  went  out  and scooped i t  in  over 
the area,  then he went  over to  the far  end of  the lake to  put 
his  own bait  out .  Paul  feeds his  f ish every couple  of  days in 
di f ferent  parts  of  the lake,  which keeps them looking for  i t , 
and they do love his  bait .  Just  looking at  his  records of  the 
f ish growth throughout  the year  is  unbel ievable .

Another night  passed with no joy,  again watching the f ish in 
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the main body.  I  was gett ing i tchy feet  because I  had booked 
the Cabin swim,  but  I  couldn’t  move swims,  so  al l  I  could do 
was sit  i t  out  and wait ,  hoping the f ish would turn up at  some 
point .  Paul  did keep tel l ing me they would turn up at  some 
point;  he was certain of  i t .

I t  now was Thursday,  my last  night .  At  around 4:30pm I  was 
eating my tea ,  and the weather looked bang-on.  I t  had been 
the mildest  day since I  had arrived –  13 degrees .  The weather 
had been mad that  week with a  couple  of  frosts  and strong 
winds blowing in ,  but  this  night  was great  weather.  Just  as  I 
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f inished my tea ,  I  saw a r ight  lump crash over my baited area 
and again ten minutes  later.  Just  on dark,  I  was s itt ing there 
thinking,  come on,  i t ’s  got  to  happen any t ime soon!  The carp 
had definitely  turned up now! 

It  got  to  around 6:30pm,  a  couple  of  hours into darkness ,  and 
my left  hand rod was away!  I  hit  into i t ,  and I  knew right  away 
this  was a  big  f ish .  I t  started peel ing l ine off  my clutch,  and i t 
must  have taken 50 yards on a  real ly  powerful  run.  I  started 
gaining l ine back,  but  then again i t  took another powerful  run. 
Al l  I  was thinking was trying to  stay cool .  I  didn’t  want  to  pul l 
out  i f  this  one,  and my legs  were going to  je l ly.

After  a  hard 20-minute f ight ,  the f ish was somewhere close 
in  the deep margins .  I  put  my head torch on,  and I  could see 
the f ish coming up through the gin c lear  water.  My heart  was 
in  my mouth!  I t  popped up quickly,  and I  got  the net  under i t 
and in  she went .  The pressure was off !  I  was staring into my 
net ,  thinking,  oh my god,  the s ize  of  this  one!  I t  was one of 
Grenvi l le ’s  giants ,  and I  was properly  blown away.  I  got  her 
weighed at  48lb 12oz,  a  UK personal  best  for  me.  A couple 
of  lads who were f ishing came over and gave me a  hand with 
photos etc .  I  got  my rod straight  back out  because when they 
turn up,  they turn up in  numbers .

Sitt ing there,  I  put  the kett le  on while  sort ing out  new rigs , 
and an hour later  my middle  rod was away.  After  another real 
f ight ,  I  got  i t  in  the net ,  37lb 12oz and a  proper chunk of  a 
mirror.  Nothing else  happened that  night  apart  from couple 
of  l iners .  I  think they wiped me out  of  bait  and moved on to 
somewhere else .  My f inal  morning,  I  s lowly packed down and 
loaded the van,  thanking Paul  Ward for  lett ing me f ish his  lake. 
What  a  place!  A tr icky week,  but  i t  was amazing in  the end. 

DAVID COWARD



F R E E L I N E   5 2

f inished my tea ,  I  saw a r ight  lump crash over my baited area 
and again ten minutes  later.  Just  on dark,  I  was s itt ing there 
thinking,  come on,  i t ’s  got  to  happen any t ime soon!  The carp 
had definitely  turned up now! 

It  got  to  around 6:30pm,  a  couple  of  hours into darkness ,  and 
my left  hand rod was away!  I  hit  into i t ,  and I  knew right  away 
this  was a  big  f ish .  I t  started peel ing l ine off  my clutch,  and i t 
must  have taken 50 yards on a  real ly  powerful  run.  I  started 
gaining l ine back,  but  then again i t  took another powerful  run. 
Al l  I  was thinking was trying to  stay cool .  I  didn’t  want  to  pul l 
out  i f  this  one,  and my legs  were going to  je l ly.

After  a  hard 20-minute f ight ,  the f ish was somewhere close 
in  the deep margins .  I  put  my head torch on,  and I  could see 
the f ish coming up through the gin c lear  water.  My heart  was 
in  my mouth!  I t  popped up quickly,  and I  got  the net  under i t 
and in  she went .  The pressure was off !  I  was staring into my 
net ,  thinking,  oh my god,  the s ize  of  this  one!  I t  was one of 
Grenvi l le ’s  giants ,  and I  was properly  blown away.  I  got  her 
weighed at  48lb 12oz,  a  UK personal  best  for  me.  A couple 
of  lads who were f ishing came over and gave me a  hand with 
photos etc .  I  got  my rod straight  back out  because when they 
turn up,  they turn up in  numbers .

Sitt ing there,  I  put  the kett le  on while  sort ing out  new rigs , 
and an hour later  my middle  rod was away.  After  another real 
f ight ,  I  got  i t  in  the net ,  37lb 12oz and a  proper chunk of  a 
mirror.  Nothing else  happened that  night  apart  from couple 
of  l iners .  I  think they wiped me out  of  bait  and moved on to 
somewhere else .  My f inal  morning,  I  s lowly packed down and 
loaded the van,  thanking Paul  Ward for  lett ing me f ish his  lake. 
What  a  place!  A tr icky week,  but  i t  was amazing in  the end. 

DAVID COWARD DAVID COWARD





GEORGESGEORGES
JAMES REED

I  got  my t icket  that  year  knowing that  there are some qual i -
ty  f ish that  I  could get  amongst  i f  I  was lucky enough!  As you 
do when you join a  new lake,  there’s  the A-team that  you are 
always looking out  for,  in  this  case Northern Lin ,  Stel la  and 
George’s .  I  f ished a  few nights ,  and the lake was real ly  low at 
the beginning of  Apri l  with not  real ly  much happening –  just 
a  few f ish coming out  each week.  I  had a  French tr ip  planned 
to  Kingfisher on the Abbey Complex for  the last  week in  Apri l , 
so  I  only  managed f ive nights  before my trip .  Whilst  I  was out 
in  France,  I  received a  text  from my mate Grant  saying the 
lake had switched on and there were loads of  f ish coming out . 
I  couldn’t  wait  to  get  back from my French tr ip! !  Saying that , 
I  had a  real ly  good tr ip  in  France catching two 50s to  53-plus 
and three 40s total l ing in  12 carp to  me.
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Grant  was st i l l  updating me whilst  I  was out  there and the 

weekend I  got  back I  had to  catch up with the girl fr iend so 
st i l l  couldn’t  get  a  night  in  when I  knew the lake was st i l l  f ish-
ing well .

Work came back around after  the bank hol iday Monday,  and 
that  week I  couldn’t  get  the t ime to  get  down there,  I  sorted 
al l  my f ishing gear  out  and f inal ly  managed to  walk round on 
Saturday,  catching up with the lads on the lake.  Whilst  I  was 
there,  I  saw a few f ish show,  and i t  looked good for  a  bite .  I  got 
back down the Sunday afternoon.  Turning up,  I  knew it  was 
busy,  as  there were a  lot  of  cars  in  the car  park.  My mate Grant 
was in  the Rope,  so  I  caught  up with him,  as  there weren’t  many 
swims left .  He told me that  the End Pads was coming free .  I 
walked down there and i t  was free ,  so  I  quickly  put  my bucket 
in  the swim to reserve i t .  I  c l imbed up the tree to  see i f  I  could 
see any f ish ,  and I  found one of  the ghost  mirrors  quite  c lose 
into the reed l ine ,  so  I  quickly  went  back to  the van,  grabbed 
my gear and was back in  the swim sharpish.  I  wrapped up my 
rods to  the spots  where I  knew the f ish were and had three 
rods on the spots  in  a  matter  of  30 minutes .  They al l  cracked 
down,  tel l ing me they were bang-on!  I  was confident  of  a  take! 
I  c l imbed up the tree again,  and the ghost  mirror  was st i l l 
there .  I  could just  about  make i t  out  in  the deep water,  but  I 
couldn’t  see which other f ish i t  was with… or  was i t  a lone?

I  f l icked out  about  50 baits  in  the area,  the ever-faithful  Cel l 
being my choice .  Within an hour I  had a  pick up on my right 
rod,  and after  a  quick batt le ,  the f ish came in  real ly  c lose ,  but 
unfortunately,  I  had a  hook pul l .  I  was gutted at  losing my f irst 
take!  I  wrapped the rod back up,  quickly  cast  i t  back out  and 
spread about  another four pouchfuls  of  Cel l  around it .  Then in 
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the next  30 minutes  I  had a  one-toner on my middle  rod.  The 
f ish quickly  took l ine ,  and I  couldn’t  stop i t .  I t  took me right 
in  the reeds in  the corner,  and I  couldn’t  get  any l ine back. 
S lowly I  managed to  gain l ine on i t ,  but  i t  was st i l l  in  and out 
of  the reeds,  and I  was worrying,  as  I ’d  just  lost  one.  I  s lowly 
managed to  get  the upper hand,  and i t  came in  c loser  to  me. 
By this  t ime,  I  had to  wade around the end of  the margin to  get 
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closer  to  the f ish .  I  st i l l  hadn’t  seen i t  at  this  t ime,  but  other 
anglers  on the lake were gathering behind me.   Yet  again i t 
locked me up in  the reeds,  which felt  l ike  forever,  then al l  of  a 
sudden a  huge carp just  popped up to  the surface!  Seeing this , 
I  walked straight  in ,  not  noticing that  water  started coming 
over the top of  my waders .  I  netted i t  and saw it  was a  chunk. 
I  walked i t  back to  the bank,  and another member veri f ied i t 
was George’s!  I  was over  the moon to  catch my f irst  Manor 
carp and not  only  that  but  one of  the A-team! We al l  weighed 
i t ,  and the scales  sett led at  47lb 4oz –  a  new UK PB for  me!! 
Then a  few of  the members came round,  took photo and we 
set  i t  on i ts  way for  another member to  enjoy such a  special 
moment!  I  was over the moon and cal led my mates ,  but  they 
couldn’t  bel ieve me!

JAMES REED
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i t ,  and the scales  sett led at  47lb 4oz –  a  new UK PB for  me!! 
Then a  few of  the members came round,  took photo and we 
set  i t  on i ts  way for  another member to  enjoy such a  special 
moment!  I  was over the moon and cal led my mates ,  but  they 
couldn’t  bel ieve me!

JAMES REED
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I ’ve just  started my second season on Chi lston Fish Farm 
Stour Syndicate ,  and so far  the carp gods have been very 
kind to  me.  I t ’s  s i tuated just  outside of  Canterbury,  Kent 
and is  only  f ive  minutes  from home for  me.  Before I  joined 

here,  I  had a  gold t icket  for  Mid Kent  Fisheries  and decided 
to  f ish their  Ham Road lakes .  There are two lakes to  choose 
from: Bird Lake and Scout  Hut  Lake,  which are very dif ferent 
considering how close together they are .  Bird Lake has a  few 
bars ,  but  the majority  of  i t  is  s i l t -bottomed,  but  the Scout 
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Hut Lake is  c lear  and can get  quite  weedy.  There are lots  of 
features to  f ind and have a  go at ,  and both lakes are between 
7-14ft  in  depth.

Before I  decided to  wet  a  l ine in  either  of  them,  l ike most 
people  do,  I  walked round them with the marker rod to  see 
what  I  could f ind and then plan my f irst  tr ip  there.  Just  before 
my f irst  tr ip  to  the Ham Road complex,  I  had had a  phone 
conversation with Pele  Johnson,  owner of  Spotted Fin ,  and 
we’d set  up a  meeting for  me to  go to  Abbotts  Langley and look 
at  the factory and the products .  I t  was there and then when I 
s igned to  be the f irst  female consultant  for  Spotted Fin .  With 
a  new bait  and new lakes to  f ish ,  I  was off . 

I  had decided to  f ish Bird Lake f irst ,  so  with the barrow 
loaded,  of f  I  went .  I  remember standing in  the Beach swim (I 
cal led i t  that ,  as  i t  had small  pebbles  in  i t) ,  and a  guy walked 
past  me and said ,  “You don’t  want  to  f ish there,  love,  as  i t ’s 
known as  the Shit  Swim.”  I  just  laughed i t  of f… I ’d  found my 
spots ,  set  the bivvy up,  and I  was happy knowing that  I  had 
the next  48 hours sat  beside the lake.  For  the f irst  24 hours ,  I 
hadn’t  had a  snif f  let  a lone any indication of  a  bite  and started 
to  think that  chap was r ight … perhaps i t  is  the shit  swim… 
That  evening the onsite  bai l i f f ,  Swampy,  who I ’ve  known for 
years ,  walked round.  I  told him what  this  guy had said ,  and 
he gave me a  bit  of  advice .  He told me to  use a  12in hooklink, 
s ize  4  hook and tr iple  shot  i t  l ike  you would do in  France.  My 
partner and I  looked at  each other and thought  he was mad! 
With this  new information,  I  set  to  work… New rigs  were t ied, 
traps reset ,  and I  rebaited my spots . 

At  4 : 3 0  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g ,  I  wa s  re wa rd e d  w i t h  my  f i r s t  f i s h ,  a 
l ove ly  g o l d e n  c o m m o n  o f  1 7 l b .  T h ro u g h o u t  t h e  d ay,  I  e n d e d 
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u p  l a n d i n g  s e ve n  f i s h :  t wo  d o u b l e s ,  fo u r  t we n t i e s  a n d  3 7 l b 
7 o z  m i r ro r  ( w h i c h  wa s  my  n e w  P B )  k n o w n  a s  T h re e  S c a l e . 
I  wa s  a b s o l u t e ly  b u z z i n g !  I t  wa s  a n  e m o t i o n a l  m o m e n t ,  a s  I 
c o u l d n’ t  b e l i e ve  w h a t  I  h a d  j u s t  c a u g h t .  I  wa s  o n  t h e  p h o n e 
t o  Pe l e  t e l l i n g  h i m  t h a t  I  h a d  j u s t  s m a s h e d  my  p e r s o n a l  b e s t 
b u t  h a d  t o  c u t  t h e  c o nve r s a t i o n  s h o r t ,  a s  my  l e f t  h a n d  ro d 
m e l t e d  o f f !  I  d i d  a  c o u p l e  m o re  v i s i t s  t o  t h e  B i rd  L a ke ,  w h i c h 
s aw  m e  b a g  a  c o u p l e  m o re  f i s h ,  b u t  I  wa s  e a g e r  t o  g e t  o n t o 
t h e  S c o u t  H u t  L a ke .

I  moved to  the Scout  Hut  Lake,  notoriously  a  tr ickier  and 
harder water  to  f ish ,  which was made easier  by my partner 
having f ished i t  previously  ten or  so years  ago.  During the 
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visits  to  the Scout  Hut  Lake,  I  found myself  picking up the 
bigger  f ish out  of  the two us ,  and I  managed to  beat  my PB 
common three t imes,  increasing i t  from 23lb to  25lb 12oz to 
my current  PB of  27lb.  The 25lb 12oz and the 27lb f ish arrived 
in  the same trip  about  an hour apart  from each other,  so  to  say 
I  was buzzing is  an understatement .  I  was on cloud nine!  To 
smash i t  once is  good,  but  to  do i t  twice in  such a  short  space 
of  t ime was an amazing experience.

In  2017,  I  decided to  move with my partner to  the Chi lston 
Fish Farm Stour Syndicate  after  hearing some good reports 
from fel low anglers  about  the new owner,  Marc Harrison, 
and his  plans for  the restocking and management of  the lake. 

KATY AYLWARD
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We started f ishing Chi lston Fish Farm Stour Syndicate  in  the 
January,  and I  wont  l ie ;  i t  was tough,  especial ly  after  f ishing 
at  Ham Road from the June to  the October of  the previous year. 
Obviously  I  knew it  would be tougher,  as  i t  was a  di f ferent 
t ime of  the year,  but  I  wasn’t  prepared for  just  how tough i t 
would be… I  didn’t  land a  f ish for  three months regardless  of 
what  r ig  I  tr ied.  I  fe l t  I  went  from A to  Z  and back to  A again 
to  crack the Lake.

I  carried on using the mult i -r ig ,  as  this  is  what  I  had faith  in , 
but  after  some serious thinking,  I  decided to  switch to  chods 
due to  the amount of  weed that  is  in  the Stour Lake.  Having 
switched rigs ,  I  had an immediate  change in  fortune and 
started to  land f ish .  The weed in  the Stour is  notoriously  thick, 
and every now and then,  I  found myself  dropping f ish .  Due to 
losing these f ish ,  I  thought  about  how I  could prevent  that 
from happening and wanted to  add some weight  to  the chod. 
For  this ,  I  atatched a  boom to the chod,  ef fect ively  changing i t 
into a  hinged chod. 

I  a lways  tr y  to  i m p rove  my f ishing ,  as  everybody does ,  and 
even though I ’ m  n ot  a  bai tboat  fan ,  they  are  a l lowed to  be 
used  on  th e  Stour.  So  a f ter  doing  some market  research  and 
ta lk ing  to  f r ien ds  that  have  bai tboats ,  I  came across  a  f i rm 
onl ine  that  was  loca l  to  us ,  UK Bespoke  Bai tBoats ,  and  I  l iked 
what  I  saw.  Af ter  sp eaking  to  the  lads  there  and asking  them 
to  show us  what  ben ef i ts  their  boat  would  have ,  we  opted  for 
one  with  an  un der water  camera  to  show me what  features  I 
c ould  at tack  in  the  lake .

Having bought the boat from them, we were amazed on how 
much easier it  is  to target and bait  specific  areas more directly 
and less sporadically than when using other techniques.  Even 

PETE HALLKATY AYLWARD



F R E E L I N E   6 8

We started f ishing Chi lston Fish Farm Stour Syndicate  in  the 
January,  and I  wont  l ie ;  i t  was tough,  especial ly  after  f ishing 
at  Ham Road from the June to  the October of  the previous year. 
Obviously  I  knew it  would be tougher,  as  i t  was a  di f ferent 
t ime of  the year,  but  I  wasn’t  prepared for  just  how tough i t 
would be… I  didn’t  land a  f ish for  three months regardless  of 
what  r ig  I  tr ied.  I  fe l t  I  went  from A to  Z  and back to  A again 
to  crack the Lake.

I  carried on using the mult i -r ig ,  as  this  is  what  I  had faith  in , 
but  after  some serious thinking,  I  decided to  switch to  chods 
due to  the amount of  weed that  is  in  the Stour Lake.  Having 
switched rigs ,  I  had an immediate  change in  fortune and 
started to  land f ish .  The weed in  the Stour is  notoriously  thick, 
and every now and then,  I  found myself  dropping f ish .  Due to 
losing these f ish ,  I  thought  about  how I  could prevent  that 
from happening and wanted to  add some weight  to  the chod. 
For  this ,  I  atatched a  boom to the chod,  ef fect ively  changing i t 
into a  hinged chod. 

I  a lways  try  to  improve  my f ishing ,  as  ever ybody does ,  a nd 
even though I ’m not  a  bai tboat  fan ,  they  are  a l lowed to  b e 
used  on  the  Stour.  So  a f ter  doing  som e m arket  research  a nd 
ta lk ing  to  f r iends  that  have  bai tboats ,  I  cam e across  a  f i rm 
onl ine  that  was  loca l  to  us ,  UK Besp oke  Bai tBoats ,  and  I  l ike d 
what  I  saw.  Af ter  speaking  to  the  lads  there  an d asking  the m 
to  sh ow us  what  benef i ts  their  boat  would  have ,  we  opted  fo r 
one  with  an  underwater  camera  to  show m e what  feature s  I 
could  at tack  in  the  lake .

Having bought the boat from them, we were amazed on how 
much easier it  is  to target and bait  specific  areas more directly 
and less sporadically than when using other techniques.  Even 

PETE HALLKATY AYLWARD

F R E E L I N E   6 9

PETE HALL
though we have the use of  the boat ,  it  is  however only used 
when we need to target specific  area such as under trees and 
finding l itt le feeding holes etc.  Having made these changes,  the 
increase in my fishing skil ls  has increased immensely,  and I 
now know where to target more specifically and confidently.

Since the beginning of  April ,  the new season,  I  have been 
fortunate enough to have already landed numerous fish 
including a new PB common and a new PB mirror.  The common 
weighed in at  32lb and the mirror an astounding 40lb 8oz.  Both 
of  these fish,  and all  of  my fish,  have been caught using the new 
fishmeal Spotted Fin Smokey Jack baits on a Ronnie rig. 

I  chose  to  get  to  the  lake  on  my most  recent  tr ip  on  a  Sunday 
a nd thought  to  mysel f  “What  am I  doing?”  as  i t  was  n igh  on 
30  degrees ,  an d  I  kn ew that  the  f i sh  would  be  due  to  spawn 
a t  anyt ime i n  the  com i n g  days .  Consider ing  i t  was  a  bank 
hol iday  weeken d,  the  lake  i tse l f  was  pretty  quiet  with  only 
a  few other  an gler s  taking  advantage  of  the  weather  and 
da ngl ing  a  l in e .

We opted  to  f i sh  with  me in  Peg  2  (Viewing  Point)  and my 
p a rtner  in  p eg  1  (Car  Park) .  Having  set  up  and bai ted  up  my 
ta rget  areas ,  I  won dered i f  th is  tr ip  would  see  me landing 
the  much sought  a f ter  Black  Mirror,  as  she  had  been seen 
o pposi te  in  the  Oaks  earl ier  on  in  the  day. 

At  4 .30am  on  the  Ban k Hol iday  Monday  morning ,  I  had  a  very 
s l ow bi te  on  my  le f t  han d rod  with  three  beeps ,  and  the  rod 
t ip  pul led  roun d to  the  le f t .  I  l i f ted  into  i t ,  and  immediate ly 
thought ,  “Ooh,  th i s  i sn’ t  r ight … this  i s  d i f ferent .  Could  i t  be 
he r?”  Af ter  a  reason able  t ime,  her  head popped up  to  the 
surface ,  m ean i n g  that  she  was  ready  to  be  netted ,  and I  s lowly 
e a sed  the  n et  aroun d her.  When she  was  in  the  net ,  I  s tarted 
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to  rea l ise  t hat  th i s  could  be  one  of  the  b iggest  mirrors  in  the 
l a ke .  I  then  p ut  her  i n to  a  holding  s l ing  and went  to  get  my 
p a rtner  out  o f  h is  b iv v y.

I t  was  at  th is  p oin t  we real ised  that  th is  f i sh  was  something 
sp ecia l .  We got  the  wei gh  s l ing  ready  to  weigh ,  and to  our 
surprise ,  the  sca les  rocked around to  40lb  8oz ,  and  real ised 
that  i t  was  the  Black  M i rror.  Af ter  successfu l ly  get t ing  her 
b a ck  into  t he  lake ,  we  then discovered  that  i t  was  the  heaviest 
weight  that  she  had  ever  been caught  at .

S t i l l  to  t h is  day,  I  s t i l l  can’ t  qui te  be l ieve  that  I  had  the 
p r iv i lege  o f  catchin g  her  and holding  her,  and  to  be  fa ir,  I 
th ink  shes  p robably  o lder  then  me.  What  a  f i sh!

KATY AYLWARD
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Whilst  blanking away on my last  48-hour session in  Alcatraz ,  I 
needed to hatch a  di f ferent  plan.  I  had set  up on them in Alcatraz , 
which was a  def inite  no-no,  so  I  would play the wait ing game. 
By that  I  mean I  would have watch and see where they l iked 
to  be.  I  had a  good idea already,  as  there is  a  series  of  humps 
cal led the Traff ic  Lights  that  l ie  between two swims,  Corner 
and Bottom Knuckle ,  and are out  of  bounds,  so  natural ly  the 
f ish spend t ime in  there.  I  chose the Corner Knuckle ,  as  this 
swim has Hippo’s  bar,  which is  40 yards to  the r ight  or  so 
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from the Traff ic  Light  humps and 50 yards’  cast  from Corner 
Knuckle .  This  would mean the f ish would be passing over my 
baited area as  they made their  way up and down the lake from 
the Traff ic  Lights  area.
A good look with the plumbing rod showed me a  decent  s ized 
area a  rod length and a  half  to  two rod lengths wide and 12ft  to 
14ft  deep with surrounding depths of  20ft  or  more.  I  thought 
that  would do me for  two rods.  I  know some of  the lads get  three 
rods on a  2ft  square,  but  I  had to  al low for  my dodgy cast ing, 
so  i t  was just  two rods on 18ft  wide.  Even I  could manage that , 
I  thought ,  and two mult i -r ig  pop-ups were placed on Hippo’s , 
and the third rod I  would posit ion on the Steps bar.  This  area 
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is  in  the middle  part  of  the lake well  away from the other 
two rods and 80 yards’  cast .  Depths in  this  area were 10 to 
14ft ,  so  I  posit ioned this  rod on the top of  the shal lower 10ft 
part .  Most  of  the bars  are quite  weedy and gnarly,  and there’s 
even a  swim cal led the Gnarly,  named after  the savage bar  in 
there.  No way I  was venturing into that  swim! What  I ’d  found 
out  here was savage enough.  49 Midi  Spombs of  18mm boil ies 
were despatched to  both spots ,  and then I  got  the house up and 
kett le  on –  sorted!  I  had 72 hours to  ambush one,  I  thought .
The act ion started at  f irst  l ight  with a  few stockies  and low 
twenties ,  then the better  ones started to  show up,  and on the 
ninth bite ,  I  had the f irst  thirty,  a  33lb mirror.  An hour later,  I 
had a  32lb mirror fol lowed by more stockies  and mid twenties . 
The act ion dried up mid morning,  so  12 o’c lock came,  which 
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Only discovered in recent
years, Nigel Sharp rocked the
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which time he had only seen
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feared its mystery would be
lost forever.

But no, this incredible beast
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Undeniably a legend, this
beautiful animal well and truly
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saw me wind ‘em in and pop up to  the garage for  a  wel l  earned 
clean up and large wildbean black coffee .  Then i t  was over to 
Pit  2 ’s  Headland swim for  a  good chat  with Zak and a  mooch 
around carp spott ing.  Pit  2  is  hard to  leave alone;  i t  puts  a 
spel l  on you,  and even though I ’d  been and done i t ,  I  st i l l  love 
the place .
Coffee downed and carp fat  chewed,  I  headed back over to  Pit 
1 ’s  Corner Knuckle  and put  out  another 50 large Spombs of 
18mms on each spot ,  banged the rods on their  spots  and made 
a  dinner f i t  for  a  king in  case I  needed the energy for  the next 
morning.  Night  t ime came along with a  few more stockies  but 
no more thirt ies .  Not  a  bad carp wrestl ing session,  I  thought 
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– 12 bites  would do me!  You definitely  need your Weetabix  for 
breakfast  on this  pit ;  i t ’s  hectic .  Driving back up the M1,  i t 
was t ime for  analysis… Well ,  that ’s  an easy one –  they l ike the 
bait  and the spots  must  be r ight ,  so  rol l  on next  week!
Tuesday came around pretty  quickly.  I  didn’t  need a  look 
around,  as  I  knew I  was going straight  in  Corner Knuckle  – 
bad angl ing maybe not  having a  look around,  but  I  would make 
‘em come to me.  You don’t  see a  l ion chase i ts  prey around al l 
day;  only  humans are s i l ly  enough to  do that!  A real  predator 
sets  up an ambush… well ,  that ’s  my excuse anyway.  So,  barrow 
stacked to  the hi l t ,  I  was Knuckle  bound.  A lot  of  puff ing and 
panting later,  I  was in  the swim,  and a  quick scan along the 
ground showed it  had had at  least  one bivvy i f  not  two since 
I  left  the previous week.  You can’t  hide anything on here,  but 
that ’s  hal f  the enjoyment to  me –  f ishing against  the other 
anglers .  Carp ain’t  too c lever,  so  a  bit  of  a  chess  game with the 
other anglers  makes i t  a l l  the more fun.
House up,  spots  baited,  kett le  on… sorted!  Let  the games begin! 
Midnight  was the f irst  bite ,  a  fat  mid-20 mirror  fol lowed by a 
30lb and ounces mirror  that  scrapped l ike an animal .  Then at 
f irst  l ight ,  a  real ly  heavy lump on the end that  cut  me off  on a 
steep bar c lose in  to  my right ,  then ten minutes  later,  a  hook 
pul l  on the same bar  –  what  a  disaster,  I  thought ,  but  what  can 
you do? These f ish knew where to  go to  st i tch you up.  I  left  the 
two rods out  for  an hour or  two to  get  my head back together 
and landed a  stockie  on the remaining rod,  and that  was al l 
the f irst  morning’s  act ion.
Wounded,  I  l imped off  to  the garage for  a  coffee and a  chat 
with Zak.  I  could rely  on Zak to  cheer me up.  After  tel l ing him 
I ’d  lost  two chunks in  ten minutes ,  he said ,  “What  did you do 
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that  for,  you t **t?”  He he… good old Zak.  After  i t  was al l  put 
into context  of  a l l  the things going on in  the world,  i t ’s  only 
f ishing but  the end of  the world when it  happens at  the t ime. 
With the smile  back on my face ,  I  got  the rods reloaded and 
ready for  batt le  and moved the brol ly  c loser  to  the rods so I 
could get  control  of  the s ituation quicker and stop the f ish 
going where they wanted… or  that  was the plan anyway.
The second morning started with a  stockie  then an upper 20 
then a  scraper 30 and a  real ly  nice  scaly  low 20,  and then 
Scale-on-the-Shoulder at  a  low weight  of  32lb.  I t  should be 
35lb,  but  i t  st i l l  looked awesome.  Then I  had another stockie 
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and another low 30lb mirror.  Man.  what  a  morning’s  carp 
wrestl ing!  I  was in  need of  more Weetabix!  Moving the brol ly 
c loser  to  the rods helped with gett ing the f ish under control 
earl ier  as  wel l .  I  was gett ing the hang of  i t  now.
The Third night  passed uneventful ly  unti l  dawn,  and then i t 
kicked off  with the usual  stockie  attack,  an upper 20 and an 
awesome long,  lean 32lb animal  that  pul led my arm for  20 
minutes ,  and that  was i t .  I  needed a  break!  These carp were 
savages!  18 bites  that  session and 12 the week before –  who 
needs the gym? And the act ion was just  warming up,  but  I  wil l 
leave that  for  the next  instal lment .
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BUSINESSBUSINESS

STUART HIGGS

A s I sit  and ponder over  the f irst  hal f  of  the season 
on Horton,  i t  has  given me t ime to  ref lect  on what 
has  happened with my return to  the Church and to 
look at  what  has  been achieved so far.  At  the same 

t ime i t  has  given me t ime to  look back at  where i t  a l l  started.
It  was back in  2007 when my t icket  f inal ly  came through for 

Horton Church Lake after  s ix  years  of  being on the wait ing 
l ist .  I  was st i l l  f ishing Yateley Match Lake at  the t ime and had 
just  taken a  t icket  on Swan Val ley,  but  the opportunity  was 
too big  to  turn down,  even i f  I  was only  to  f ish a  couple  of 
t imes the f irst  year.  I t  was very dif ferent  ten years  ago under 
the ownership of  CEMEX;  a  f i f ty-man syndicate  was in  place , 
and the knowledge of  the Church being an exclusive ,  tr icky 
water  steeped in  angl ing history gave a  sense of  privi lege just 

F R E E L I N E   8 5



F R E E L I N E   8 6

STUART HIGGS
to  be arriving at  the famous gates .  A number of  what  were 
deemed to be original  f ish ,  such as  Thorpe Park Common and 
the Boxer st i l l  resided in  the deep,  gin  c lear  water  as  wel l  as  a 
new generation of  carp who are later  to  form part  of  the new 
A-team. 

With a  c loser  look into Horton’s  historic  water,  the lakebed 
is  a l ive  with natural  food sources and a  variety  of  weed,  a l l 
indicators  of  the qual ity  of  the water  del ivered from the spring 
feed,  and i t  gave a  s ignif icant  c lue to  why these special  f ish 
have thrived over the years .  The grassy,  wel l -cut  banks and 
overhanging but  undercut  trees  made me feel  l ike  I  had just 
stepped off  the local  golf  course and walked onto the f irst  tee 
at  Augusta ,  which speaks a  lot  for  the keepers  of  the complex. 
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However special  i t  fe l t ,  i t  was also daunting;  there was a 
huge sense of  et iquette  and tradit ion,  and i t  fe lt  as  much of  a 
priority  to  be accepted in  as  ‘ the new member’  as  i t  was to  try 
and catch one of  the wily  residents .

There is  so much to  talk  about ,  past  and present ,  and I  would 
l ike to  take the opportunity  to  discuss  my recent  success , 
but  i t  is  important  to  understand the motivation behind my 
return to  the Church.  The f irst  few seasons saw me catch 
my fair  share of  carp including a  couple  of  the sought  after 
originals .  There were two,  possibly  three forty-pound f ish in 
there at  the r ight  t ime of  year,  very di f ferent  to  today,  however 
there was a  s ignif icant  number of  30lb-plus  f ish al l  growing 
fast ,  and the future was bright .  As  I  spent  more t ime on the 
complex,  i t  became apparent  that  Kingsmead One was a  less 
spoken about  but  just  as  special  water  with a  very dedicated 
and loyal  syndicate  who had nothing but  praise  for  the water, 
the syndicate  and i ts  residents .  The temptation was too much, 
and after  having a  great  start  to  the season on Church,  landing 
23 f ish in  three weeklong sessions,  I  decided to  move onto 
Kingsmead.  There were a  few f ish in  K1 that  real ly  appealed 
to  me,  the well -known and publicised mirror Starry ’s  and one 
special  but  tr icky to  catch common known as  the Upfront ,  or 
more recently,  UFC.  There was also a  range of  Sutton strain f ish , 
very sought  after  for  their  attract ive shape and unique scale 
patterns ,  which were also of  interest .  The next  few seasons 
were spent  on K1 and a  l i t t le  t ime spent  on Wraysbury,  but 
that ’s  a  whole  other  story we wil l  keep for  later. 

A  great  fr iend of  mine,  Alex Bai ley,  had joined the Horton 
complex back in  2012.  We had grown up together and shared 
the love for  f ishing.  We spent  many hours f ishing gravel  pits 
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in  Oxford as  youngsters ,  but  in  the last  few years  due to 
unfortunate circumstances ,  we hadn’t  f ished together as  we 
had l iked.  We spoke al l  the t ime about  Wraysbury and Horton, 
specif ical ly  talking about  the history,  the current  stock and 
the f ish we both wanted to  catch and most  importantly,  how we 
were going to  catch them.  I t  was a  dream real ised for  both of 
us ,  for  a  short  t ime anyway.  Unfortunately  that  season,  during 
Alex’s  f irst  session,  he had an issue while  carrying his  gear 
to  the swim,  stopping him from carrying i t  further,  something 
that  later  turned out  to  be very s ignif icant ,  a l though we 
didn’t  know at  the t ime.  That  was the end of  Alex’s  f ishing in 
general ,  and unfortunately  his  t ime on Horton was over before 
i t  started.  Alex sadly  passed away recently  after  a  long i l lness 
without  having the opportunity  to  chase his  dreams,  but  he 
did get  to  see some of  my achievements  this  season,  which I 
know he was grateful  for,  and I  dedicate  my achievements  to 
his  memory.  I  am sure his  achievements  would have been just 
as  great .

I  was always planning to  return to  the Church,  but  l i t t le  did 
I  know this  t ime I  wasn’t  going back to  catch a  few f ish that 
had eluded me;  I  was going back to  try  and catch what  my 
fr iend didn’t  have the opportunity  to  f ish for  and attempt to 
catch al l  the f ish we spoke about .  This  was serious for  me,  and 
anyone who knows me would know that  I  wouldn’t  take the 
responsibi l i ty  l ightly  and this  is  something I  just  had to  do, 
but  sooner than planned.  Alex was st i l l  with us  at  the start  of 
the season and was monitoring my progress;  he knew the plan. 
We both had unfinished business ,  and I  was going to  f inish i t . 

Spring is  a lways a  special  t ime for  angl ing;  the f ish are waking 
up from the winter  and on the lookout  for  food,  and they tend 
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to  be very c lose to  their  top weights .  Al l  the trees  and f lowers 
are start ing to  bloom,  the water  is  warming up and the banks 
are f i l l ing up quickly.  The new season buzz was in  the air.

I  was lucky enough to  start  my season on Church ful l  of 
confidence after  having a  very successful  few trips  over to 
my local  Orchid Lakes during the c losed period.  A number 
of  di f ferent  tact ics  were tr ied there,  which is  something 
I  normally  l ike to  do over the winter  period,  as  winter  on 
Orchid is  a lways good for  a  few December to  February bites . 
One tact ic  had been very successful  on Orchid after  trying a 
few things ,  and the setup seemed suited to  the type of  f ishing 
I  do on Horton,  so  not  changing anything was def initely  going 
to  be the plan for  my Horton campaign. 
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The second week of  Apri l  was my f irst  real  session on the 
Church fol lowing a  quick overnighter  on the opening night . 
On the f irst  night  of  the session,  I  was lucky enough to  get 
a  quick bite ,  landing a  f ish known as  Trouble  from a swim 
known as  Spindly Tree.  This  swim eventual ly  turned out  to 
be pivotal  for  me in  my early  season success ,  which we wil l 
come to later.  The next  few days were s low,  and i t  wasn’t  unti l 
a  move of  swim that  I  managed to  pick up my second bite .  A 
4am rude awakening was s lowly fol lowed by a  s low plodding 
batt le ,  which ended up with a  41lb mirror  known as  Tash 
kissing the spreader block.  At  this  point  the lake had become 
extremely busy,  whereas K1 next  door was almost  empty,  so  I 
decided to  move there for  the remainder of  the session before 
my planned return to  the Church in  couple  of  weeks. 

There were a  couple  of  things I  had learnt  s ince I  f irst  joined 
the complex,  one of  them being how signif icant  monitoring the 
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carp’s patrol  routes could be and how targeting these routes 
can bring great success.  I  realised this while watching a very 
special  and wily common on K1.  I  was watching where it  l iked 
to feed and how it  moved through the area in an almost clearly 
defined process,  which it  didn’t  divert from much.  Targeting the 
patrol  route of  this f ish in the weeks leading up to me catching 
it ,  combined with a very crude l itt le rig,  which I  decided on 
using after discussing the fish’s feeding habits in the edge with 
my friend Greg Ell is ,  in my opinion played a huge part in why 
I  caught it  and where I  caught it  from. This is  another story I 
hope to share sometime.  With this new experience banked,  it 
would then be applied to my approach on Horton,  and I  believe 
it  had a dramatic effect on my catch rate. 
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During my f irst  session of  the season,  I  had noticed that 
in  one very weedy area of  the lake,  the f ish were regularly 
vis it ing i t  at  certain t imes of  the day,  normally  when the sun 
was high and at  i ts  hottest .  You could see the shadows under 
the surface in  a  very shal low area known as  the plateau;  they 
were giving themselves away while  catching the early  spring 
sun rays .  They were fol lowing each other on the same routes , 
turning up at  a  s imilar  t ime and leaving at  a  s imilar  t ime, 
and there was a  c lear  pattern emerging.  After  watching their 
behaviour and patterns ,  I  decided I  was going to  target  a  swim 
cal led the Spindly Tree,  which was extremely weedy and put 
a  lot  of  anglers  off .  I  decided to  try  and f ind two small  but 
f ishable  areas on those patrol  routes ,  and i t  took four hours 
to  f ind the r ight  spot  on one rod and about  the same amount 
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of  t ime the fol lowing day to  f ind another suitable  spot ,  but  i t 
was worth i t ,  and my experience of  f ishing very weedy lakes 
in  Oxford as  a  youngster  had certainly  prepared me well .  I 
suppose you could say the rest  is  history…

When I  arr ived  at  Horton  for  the  f i rs t  t ime with  the  new plan 
i n  mind ,  there  was  a  f resh ,  b lustery,  s trong  southwesterly 
w ind push in g  s tra i ght  i n to  the  Spindly  Tree .  I  was  sure  the 
swim would  have  been  taken ,  putt ing  a  quick  end to  my plan , 
b ut  to  my am azem en t  i t  was  empty.  From the  lodge  balcony, 
f i sh  could  c learly  be  seen  crashing  out  in  the  area  of  the 
p l ateau ,  an d so  a  br isk  walk  round was  ca l led  for  fo l lowed by 
the  tradi t ion al  bucket  p lac ing  in  the  swim,  which  marked my 
te rr i tory.  A n  hour  later  I  was  ready  to  go .  I t  looked perfect  for 
a  b i te  or  two an d con f i dence  was  h igh .  The  setup  was  s imple 
b ut  ensured p resen tat i on  of  the  hook and bai t  under  pretty 
much any  c i rcum stan ce ,  and  bel ieve  i t  or  not ,  i t  wasn’ t  a  chod 
r ig .  The  rods  were  c l i p p ed up ,  the  bai ts  went  out  without 
i nc ident ,  the  drop  was  fe l t  and  f i rm and we were  set  for  the 
n ight .  There  was  n o  holding  back  with  the  bai t  –  a  heal thy 
of fer ing  of  5 kg  of  boi l ies  scat tered  on  the  patrol  routes  was 
c a l led  for,  as  the  p lan  was  to  target  th is  area  of  the  lake  for 
the  foreseeable  future .

As the sun started to  go down and the wind died off ,  I  was 
contemplating a  recast  to  set  me for  the night  ahead,  which I 
wouldn’t  normally  do,  but  the undertow can be so strong on 
the Church that  i t  does make you wonder i f  the lead has been 
dragged off  the spot .  As  I  was contemplating the recast ,  two 
beeps of  the left  indicator  stopped me in  my tracks ,  and a 
minute or  two later,  the r ight  indicator  beeped as  wel l .  They 
were here;  I  was sure of  i t .  I  sett led back down,  made my 

STUART HIGGS



F R E E L I N E   9 4
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dinner and relaxed.
The bl issful  period didn’t  last  long… A few beeps and the 

hanger on the left  rod had pul led t ight  to  the rod,  the l ine 
was picking up in  the water,  and a  few cl icks  of  the drag were 
heard before I  managed to  pick up the rod.  After  a  short  but 
aggressive batt le ,  I  safely  s l ipped the net  under a  f ish known 
as  Gizmo,  weighing in  at  35lb.  The feel ing was good,  the plan 
was in  act ion and the confidence was as  high as  i t  could be. 
The rod went  back out  on the same spot ,  and I  sett led down 
for  the night  ahead. 

At  about  4:45am the left  hand rod ripped off ,  and I  woke up 
l ike a  start led bunny in  the headlights  of  a  car.  I t  took a  second 
or  to  gather myself  before hooking into a  s low,  heavy lump. 
This  f ish felt  a  l i t t le  di f ferent ,  not  a  lot  of  head shaking;  i t  was 
powerful  and moved slowly but  precisely.  After  a  relat ively 
long but  uneventful  batt le ,  I  s l ipped the net  under an easi ly 
recognisable  f ish known as  Uno weighing in  at  just  under 42lb. 
I  s l ipped i t  into the retainer,  sat  down,  made a  brew and gave 
myself  and the f ish some t ime to  recover.  Rupert  Whiteman 
was f ishing on Boat  Pool ,  so  I  thought  I  would give him a cal l 
to  help with pics .  I t  was just  start ing to  get  l ight  at  this  t ime, 
and surprisingly  Rupert  answered his  phone and responded 
with,  “What  you got?  Make me a  coffee and I  wil l  be  round in  a 
minute”  and hung up the phone.  I t  took al l  of  about  one minute 
before the phone went  again and Rupert  said ,  “ I t ’s  5am,  you…” 
I  burst  into laughter.  By this  t ime i t  was too late ,  he was awake 
and on his  way. 

Uno was s l ipped back quiet ly,  and the rod was cast  back to 
the same spot .  Paul  had joined us  from the swim next  door, 
and an early  morning chinwag was well  underway over a  brew. 
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The sense of  achievement was c learly  evident .  After  chewing 
the fat  for  some t ime,  a  late  morning snooze was in  order. 
Rupert  and Paul  had vacated the swim,  and I  managed to  get 
my head down,  but  not  for  long.  The left  hand rod was away 
again,  and this  t ime I  had hooked into something that  felt  very 
heavy but  wasn’t  plodding s lowly –  i t  was charging around, 
angry and determined to  shake my rig .  I t  must  have passed in 
front  of  me a  number of  t imes in  the deep clear  water.  I  could 
see i t  was a  big  f ish –  deep body,  big ,  dark shoulders  and an 
unmistakeable  rudder.  I  was rel ieved to  safely  get  i t  in  the net . 
I t  was def initely  another 40,  but  i t  wasn’t  unti l  i t  went  45lb-
plus  on the scales  that  I  knew I  had just  broken my PB.  Alf ie , 
a  real  Horton character,  completed the brace of  40lb f ish .  I 
was made up.  Another night  was in  order but  to  no further 
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success… I  went  home a  happy angler.
I t  was  two weeks  before  I  could  return  to  the  Church ,  and in 

that  t ime I  thought  about  whether  I  should  cont inue  to  target 
that  area  of  the  lake  or  go  with  the  normal  approach  and 
make  decis ion s  based  on  the  condit ions  on  arr iva l .  I  dec ided 
b e forehand to  con t in ue  with  target ing  that  area  of  lake 
re gardless  o f  con di t i on s ,  but  i t  was  to  my disappointment  on 
a rr iva l  that  the  Sp i n dly  Tree  was  taken .  There  was  a  gent le 
e a ster ly  b lowin g ,  an d i t  looked perfect  for  i t  a t  the  opposi te 
e nd of  the  lake ,  but  a  s trong  southwesterly  was  due  in  the 
morning ,  so  th is  area  of  the  lake  would  be  favourable  for  the 
next  couple  of  days…  I  was  caught  in  two minds .  The  swim 
next  door  to  the  r ight  o f  Spindly  Tree  was  the  Scooter,  another 
ve ry  weedy  area  of  the  lake  the  carp  v is i t  regular ly,  and  i t 
was  a lmost  on  the  fron t  o f  the  wind due  in  morning .  F ishing 
no  further  than  3 0  yards  out  was  the  p lan ,  as  there  was  a 
shal low reed  covered  bar  at  approximately  th is  range ,  which 
yo u could  get  a  good drop on ,  whereas  a l l  around was  th ick 
weed.  The  f i rs t  n i ght  p assed  with  no  act ion ,  but  as  predicted , 
the  southwesterly  p icked up  at  about  9am and was  pushing 
d i agonal ly  towards  an d across  me.  Gett ing  in  f ront  o f  the  f i sh 
w ith  a  chan ge  of  con dit i ons  def in i te ly  paid  of f ,  as  i t  had  got 
to  about  11 :1 5am ,  an d the  r ight  hand rod  sprung  into  l i fe . 
T he  f i sh  d ived  stra ight  in  the  weed,  and a f ter  a  short  batt le , 
the  f i sh  and weed bed started  moving  towards  me,  before 
I  net ted  both .  Af ter  rem oving  the  c lumps  of  weed from the 
ne t ,  I  was  hap py  to  see  the  d ist inct ive  two-tone  f igure  of  a 
mi rror  known  as  Chun ky,  a  short ,  p lump,  l i t t le  under  40lb 
c haracter  that  was  m ore  than  welcome.  The  rest  o f  sess ion 
was  frui t less ,  but  I  fe l t  sa fe  in  my mind that  my tact ics  for 
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f i shing  am on gst  the  weed were  spot-on  and no  changes  were 
to  be  made m ov i n g  forward .

Once again i t  was two weeks before I  could return again,  and 
this  t ime the Spindly Tree swim was free ,  and there were a  lot 
of  f ish congregating in  the Plateau swim and the pontoon area. 
There were too many f ish too ignore,  so  instead of  going back 
to  the Spindly,  I  decided to  set  up in  the swim direct ly  opposite 
known as  the Plateau.  This  al lowed me to  target  the same area 
of  the lake,  but  at  the same t ime I  had the opportunity  to  set 
up r ight  on top of  them.  A short ,  shal low,  weedy spot  was 
chosen for  the left  rod,  which was r ight  on the patrol  route of 
the f ish ,  and the r ight  rod was cast  towards the back of  one of 
the other  patrol  routes  I  had noted from the Spindly Tree. 



I  couldn’t  bel ieve my luck;  i t  was about  10pm before the left 
hand rod went  into meltdown.  The f ish stripped 50 yards of 
l ine from me before I  could stop i t ,  and i t  took a  while  to  get 
i t  back.  This  was a  hard f ight;  i t  scrapped in  front  of  me for 
ages ,  and I  couldn’t  get  i ts  head up.  I  f l icked the head torch on 
to  take a  look,  and I  could see a  large,  dark carp.  I  was sure i t 
was one of  the A-team,  and by the way i t  was f ighting and the 
way i t  looked,  I  convinced myself  i t  was Hercules ,  one I  was 
desperate  to  catch.  I  f l icked the torch back off  and continued 
to  batt le  with i t  for  a  minute or  two more before one last  turn 
of  the f ish and everything went  s lack.  The hook had pul led, 
the rod got  thrown on the f loor  and the sulk was on.  The r ig 
was checked,  and there was no issue,  so  I  put  i t  back out  to  the 
same spot  and sat  back thinking about  what  could have been. 

I  had got  my head down for  al l  of  an hour and a  half  before 
the r ight  rod was away,  but  after  a  short  batt le ,  the hook pul led 
again.  What  was going on? The same rigs  that  had done me 
well  a l l  year,  but  I  had two hook pul ls  in  quick succession.  I 
didn’t  read into this  too much.  I  was f ishing in  a  weedy area, 
and hook pul ls  are  just  one of  those things .  I  put  the rod back 
on the spot  and sat  back down in one foul  mood.  The mood 
was short  l ived,  and within a  few minutes ,  the left  rod burst 
into l i fe .  This  t ime the f ight  was over quickly  with no dramas, 
and after  c loser  inspection i t  was Gizmo,  the same f ish I  had 
caught  a  few weeks before,  so  a  quick weighing for  the record 
and she was s l ipped back.  The confidence was once again high, 
so  I  s lept  easy for  the next  few hours unti l  the morning.

The morning came and went  without  as  much as  a  bleep,  and 
i t  wasn’t  unti l  about  1pm when the r ight  rod burst  into act ion. 
T his  f i sh  was  s tay in g  deep and div ing  for  every  weed bed 
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possib le .  By  the  t i m e I  had  got  the  f i sh  c lose  in  and re laxed  a 
l i t t le ,  I  turn ed aroun d to  a  crowd that  was  quiet ly  and eagerly 
wait ing  to  see  what  was  on  the  end .  I  s l ipped the  net  under  a 
ve ry  wide ,  n ice ly  shap ed and leathery  looking  f i sh .  Ol i  Davies 
took  a  quick  look  i n  the  net  and sa id ,  “That ’s  L i t t le  Leather, 
a nd  i t ’ s  goin g  to  be  4 1lb- plus ’.  He  was  r ight ;  i t  went  just  over 
4 1 lb  on  the  sca les  an d was  my fourth  40  of  the  season .  A  few 
pi cs  were  taken  by  Ol i ,  and  she  was  s l ipped back  to  f ight 
a nother  day.

I  managed another two f ish that  session,  one being a  stunning 
35lb l inear  known as  Si lky and another 28lb f ish known as 
Harpo.  They were part  of  a  late  afternoon double  take that 
saw Chris  Cox and I  playing both f ish at  the same t ime.  Apart 
from losing one of  the A-team,  I  took some great  memories 
from a very eventful  session. 

At  this  early  stage of  the season I  was already on cloud nine. 
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Three 40-plus f ish this  early  meant  normally  I  wouldn’t  be too 
concerned about  what  happened for  the rest  of  the season.  I 
had already exceeded my own expectations,  but  I  st i l l  had a 
plan,  and I  was going to  st ick to  i t .

Another two weeks had passed,  and two nights  were ahead 
of  me.  The famil iar  southwesterly  that  had been evident  in 
previous weeks hadn’t  changed and was a  l i t t le  stale ,  so  I 
thought  I  would take a  look at  another swim where f ish were 
showing.  I t  was middle  of  the lake,  and in  my opinion,  by the 
t ime I  had got  the rods out  they would have probably moved 
on,  so  the plan was to  get  in  front  of  them,  as  always.  The 
Spindly Tree was once again vacant  and in  front  of  them,  and 
I  knew they would turn up –  I  could set  my watch by them.  I 
decided to  go with my inst incts  and moved to  Spindly quickly, 
as  the lake was start ing to  f i l l  up with anglers .  The rods went 
straight  on the same spots ,  and I  introduced 4kg of  scattered 
boi l ies  onto the patrol  routes  over  the next  few hours .  Rory 
Adair  and Just in  Harrington had turned up after  work as 
normal  for  their  overnighters ,  and Rory had decided to  set 
up in  the Scooter  next  door.  There were c learly  f ish in  the 
area by the t ime the sun went  down,  as  they were throwing 
themselves out  near  the patrol  routes ,  and I  was s itt ing on my 
hands wait ing for  the bite .  The evening passed with nothing 
more than a  s ingle  bleep,  so  I  got  my head down while  I  could.

At  00:30am the left  rod went  into absolute  meltdown.  I 
picked up the rod and couldn’t  even t ighten the drag up,  as 
the f ish had f lat-rodded me,  and was peel ing l ine .  Eventual ly 
I  stopped i t ,  but  at  this  point ,  i t  was well  out  in  the middle 
of  the lake,  at  least  a  swim down to my right .  I t  was a  long, 
s low s l o g  t o  g e t  t h e  f i s h  b a c k  i n  my  wa t e r.  I t  fe l t  h u g e ;  i t 
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wa s  g o i n g  w h e re  i t  wa n t e d  t o ,  a n d  I  c o u l d n’ t  d o  m u c h  a b o u t 
i t .  A s  I  g o t  i t  c l o s e r  i n ,  I  wa s  f u l ly  awa re  t h a t  Ro r y ’ s  l i n e s 
we re  s o m e w h e re  t o  t h e  r i g h t  a n d  d i d n’ t  wa n t  t o  t a ke  t h e m 
o u t ,  a s  i t  wo u l d  h ave  b e e n  a  n i g h t m a re  fo r  b o t h  o f  u s ,  s o  I 
re a l ly  s t a r t e d  t o  p u t  t h e  f i s h  u n d e r  p re s s u re  a s  i t  b o l t e d  u p 
t h e  r i g h t  h a n d  m a r g i n .  W i t h i n  a n  i n s t a n t ,  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e 
m o o n ,  t h e  f i s h  c a m e  c l e a n  o u t  o f  t h e  wa t e r  d o w n  t o  t h e  t a i l 
l i ke  a  s h a r k  t a k i n g  a  s e a l  o f f  t h e  s u r fa c e ,  p e e l i n g  m o re  l i n e 
a s  i t  d i d ,  s o m e t h i n g  I  h a d  w i t n e s s e d  f i s h i n g  fo r  s m a l l e r  f i s h 
l o c ke d  u p  n e a r  s n a g s  b u t  n e ve r  s e e n  i t  w i t h  f i s h  o f  t h i s  s i z e . 

T h i s  f i s h  wa s  h u g e  a n d  ve r y  a n g r y,  a n d  t o  m a ke  i t  wo r s e , 
i t  wa s  i n  f ro n t  o f  Ro r y ’ s  s w i m .  H o w  i t  d i d n’ t  p i c k  u p  h i s 
l i n e s ,  I ’ l l  n eve r  k n o w…  i t  wa s  m e a n t  t o  b e .  A f t e r  a n o t h e r 
fe w  m i n u t e s ’  b a t t l e ,  I  eve n t u a l ly  n e t t e d  i t  a n d  a  b i g  s e n s e 
o f  re l i e f  wa s  fe l t .  I  h a d  b e e n  roya l ly  b e a t e n  u p  t o  s ay  t h e 
l e a s t .  I  t u r n e d  o n  my  h e a d  t o rc h  a n d  t h e re  wa s  a  ve r y  d e e p 
a n d  w i d e  f i s h ,  b u t  n o t  ve r y  l o n g ,  a n d  I  t u r n e d  i t  o n  i t s  s i d e 
a n d  n o t i c e d  t h e  d i s t i n c t ive  s i n g l e  s c a l e  o n  i t s  l e f t  f l a n k . 
I  re c o g n i s e d  t h e  f i s h  i n s t a n t ly ;  i t  wa s  S p o t t y,  a  f i s h  t h a t 
h a d  p re v i o u s ly  d o n e  ove r  4 7 l b  e a r l i e r  o n  i n  t h e  s e a s o n ,  b u t 
s h e  l o o ke d  e ve n  b i g g e r  n o w.  T h i s  wa s  p o t e n t i a l ly  a  n e w 
p e r s o n a l  b e s t  fo r  m e ,  a n d  a f t e r  p u t t i n g  h e r  o n  t h e  s c a l e s  t h e y 
q u i c k ly  m ove d  ro u n d  t o  t h e  4 9 l b  m a r k ,  a n d  a f t e r  s e t t l i n g , 
t h e  we i g h t  wa s  c o n f i r m e d  a s  4 9 l b  1 0 o z .  I  c o u l d n’ t  b e l i e ve 
i t ;  I  wa s  ove r j oye d  t h a t  I  h a d  b ro ke n  my  p e r s o n a l  b e s t  a n d 
a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  eve n  m o re  i n  s h o c k  t h a t  a  f i s h  o f  t h i s  s i z e 
wa s  c a p a b l e  o f  l a u n c h i n g  i t s e l f  c l e a n  o u t  o f  t h e  wa t e r  w h i l e 
a t t a c h e d  t o  my  l i n e .  W h a t  a  f i s h ,  a n d  c e r t a i n ly  o n e  t o  ke e p 
a n  e ye  o n  i n  t h e  f u t u re . 

Rory had kindly  got  out  the sack to  do some photos for 
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me,  and as  I  l i f ted Spotty  for  the f irst  t ime,  the r ight  hand 
indicator  gave out  a  bleep,  and a  few seconds later  i t  gave 
out  another.  Rory responded with,  “Don’t  worry about  that ,” 
which was quickly  fol lowed by a  few more bleeps.  The r ight 
rod was away,  so  I  gently  put  the f ish down,  and Rory was 
quick to  put  the f ish back in  the s l ing and held i t  in  the water 
while  I  batt led with the other  f ish .  I t  had weeded i tsel f  up;  i t 
was locked sol id ,  and I  couldn’t  move i t ,  so  I  kept  the pressure 
on,  and after  a  minute or  two,  i t  started to  move slowly before 
completely  freeing i tsel f  from the weed.  This  felt  l ike  a  big  f ish 
too;  i t  was f ighting hard and kit ing to  my left ,  and I  couldn’t 
stop i t .  I t  must  have taken me 40 yards up the left  margin and 
under the trees  that  l ined i t ,  and I  thought  I  was never going 
to  get  i t  back.  I  dipped the t ip  under the water  as  far  as  I  could 
to  avoid the trees  and leant  in  to  i t ,  and within a  minute or 
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two it  was back in  front  of  me.  I  turned the head torch on and 
saw the large two-tone f lank of  what  I  knew could only  be 
one of  two f ish:  Chunky or  my main target .  Roger the Dodger. 
Rory said ,  “That ’s  Chunky,”  and in  response I  repl ied,  “Chunky 
doesn’t  f ight  l ike  that ,”  and as  Rory s l ipped the net  under her, 
I  knew straight  away,  Roger was mine.

We left  Roger safely  in  the net  while  taking pictures  of 
Spotty  and sl ipped her back before weighing Roger in  at  49lb 
12oz.  I  was absolutely  made up,  two personal  bests  within a 
few minutes  of  each other and a  huge brace that  has  been the 
pinnacle  of  my angl ing career  and something that  I  wil l  ta lk 
about  for  years  to  come.

Fol lowing the previous session’s  success ,  my confidence 
could not  have been any higher.  The two weeks away from 
the pond felt  l ike  a  year,  so  I  was glad to  get  back down there 
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STUART HIGGSBIG CARP
WATERCOLOUR  CARP  PA INT INGS

presents

www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk

fine arts

Price £25.00 plus £8.00 Recorded Delivery and tube.
Call 01252 373658 for card payment or go to our website for secure Paypal payment.

Mary and Mary’s Mate, the icons of the great Wraysbury complex… The British Record in the
arms of Terry Hearn and the brace which Sir Pete posed so wonderfully with on the back of his

legends book are but two of the many captures which have earned these two awesome creatures
their place in the Big Carp magazine legends hall of fame.

The A3 prints are very modestly priced at only £25 and are available now on the Big Carp website
www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk. Visit the site, go to the shop and select the ‘Fine Art’ section. There
is also more information on the rest of the series, which will be available at one to two-month in-
tervals, but I can tell you that the Black Mirror, the Burghfield Common, Heather, Jumbo, Jack,
Mary, Clarissa, the Bishop, the Royal Forty, the Fat Lady, Mary’s Mate etc are already on the list

and we are up for any more favourites – just let us know – Rob Maylin
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to  continue the form.  A large southwesterly  was pushing 
diagonal ly  towards and across  the Spindly Tree swim.  Once 
again i t  was vacant ,  so  I  ran on round to  the swim,  quickly 
got  set  up and was looking forward to  the few nights  I  had 
ahead of  me.  The rods went  straight  onto the same spots  I 
had previously  f ished and 4kg of  scattered boi l ies  were s lowly 
introduced onto the patrol  routes .  To my amazement ,  i t  was 
a  couple  of  hours before the left  rod r ipped off ,  and I  was 
rewarded with 28lb mirror  known as  Burty. 

T h e  ro d  we n t  b a c k  o n  t h e  s p o t ,  a n d  a t  a b o u t  1 : 3 0  t h e 
r i g h t  ro d  wa s  away.  A n o t h e r  h a rd  b a t t l e  fo l l o we d ,  a n d  o n 
t u r n i n g  t h e  h e a d  t o rc h  o n  t o  t a ke  a  l o o k ,  I  c o u l d  s e e  i t  wa s 
a n o t h e r  l a r g e  re s i d e n t .  I  c o u l d n’ t  b e l i eve  my  l u c k ;  i t  wa s 
Ta s h  a g a i n ,  a  l i t t l e  b i g g e r  t h i s  t i m e  b u t  s t i l l  a n o t h e r  4 0 - p l u s 
t o  t h e  re c o rd .  T h e  fo l l o w i n g  d ay  wa s  s p e n t  m o s t ly  t r y i n g  t o 
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s l e e p  w i t h  t h e  s o u n d  o f  l o w  f ly i n g  p l a n e s  d o i n g  t h e i r  b e s t  t o 
d i s t u r b  m e .  I t  d i d n’ t  m a t t e r  t h o u g h  –  n o t h i n g  c o u l d  c h a n g e 
t h e  p o s i t ive  m o o d  I  wa s  i n .

That  night  the rods were set ,  the traps placed as  before – 
no changes here,  the same old same,  and why not?  I f  i t ’s  not 
broken,  don’t  f ix  i t ,  r ight?  Sat  eating my favourite  Singapore 
beef  noodles  and prawn crackers  on Friday night ,  I  couldn’t 
help but  think about  the few special ,  o ld  f ish left  in  the 
Church,  a  couple  I ’d  already had and a  few that  have managed 
to  avoid me.  From experience some f ish tend to  tr ip  up to 
certain methods and tact ics ,  and my current  approach of  large, 
scattered boi l ies  was not  ideal  to  target  some of  the older 
sought  after  residents ,  or  so I  thought .

I t  was around 1am again when I  was rudely  awakened as  the 
r ight  hand rod burst  into l i fe .  I t  didn’t  feel  l ike  a  huge f ish 
but  had that  aggressive headshaking thing going on,  which I 
personal ly  l ink to  the smaller  f ish and or  common carp trying 
to  shake the r ig  –  i t  is  very dist inctive .  The f ish didn’t  put  up 
a  huge f ight ,  but  when I  turned the head torch on in  the deep 
clear  water,  I  could see a  nice  common,  bobbing and weaving 
l ike a  boxer,  but  at  the same t ime twist ing l ike an eel .  I t  was 
desperate  to  r id  i tsel f  of  my hook and clearly  knew what  i t 
was doing.  I  knew straight  away this  had the potential  to  be 
something a  l i t t le  special ,  so  I  was rel ieved when I  s l ipped 
the net  under the glorious bar  of  gold .  As  with most  commons, 
i t  can be dif f icult  to  tel l  them apart ,  and ful l  identi f icat ion 
would happen back in  the lodge the fol lowing day,  but  I  did 
note straight  away the very dist inctive tai l  heart-shaped tai l 
and thick wrist . 

The rest  of  the session was quiet ;  i t  a lmost  felt  l ike  my t ime 
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was done in  the Spindly Tree,  and i t  wouldn’t  be long before 
the f ish would become accustomed to my traps,  so  a  new plan 
was being devised.  After  returning to  the lodge to  write  in  the 
carp log book and mark my place in  history,  i t  was immediately 
apparent  after  checking the picture board that  the common 
was a  special  old common known as  the Thick Tai l  Common. 
This  common was one of  the less  frequent  vis itors  to  the bank, 
one I  real ly  wanted and topped off  a  great  spring and early 
summer campaign. 

Moving into the middle  of  summer and towards the autumn,  I 
st i l l  have a  few targets  left .  My Horton campaign wil l  continue; 
I  st i l l  have unfinished business ,  a l though I  am doing my best 
to  ful f i l  my promise.  I  look forward to  sharing my summer/
autumn campaign with you.  Tight  l ines ,  and thanks for  reading.

STUART HIGGS
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This  common was one of  the less  frequent  vis itors  to  the bank, 
one I  real ly  wanted and topped off  a  great  spring and early 
summer campaign. 

Moving into the middle  of  summer and towards the autumn,  I 
st i l l  have a  few targets  left .  My Horton campaign wil l  continue; 
I  st i l l  have unfinished business ,  a l though I  am doing my best 
to  ful f i l  my promise.  I  look forward to  sharing my summer/
autumn campaign with you.  Tight  l ines ,  and thanks for  reading.

STUART HIGGS
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The Legendary Big Carp Series

presents

‘Heather The Leather’ – The jewel of the Blackwater Valley. She is THE Yateley Car Park Lake legend; a
fish that shaped and changed the lives of some of the greatest carp anglers this country has ever known.
Pete Springate, Robin Dix, Ritchie MacDonald, Jock White, Terry Pethybridge, Nigel Sharpe, Terry Hearn…
the list goes on of anglers who devoted weeks, months and years of their lives in pursuit of the queen of

the lake. She has gone now; gone to that great carp lake in the sky, but here, thanks to one of the county’s
most talented young artists, she has been brought back to life for all to wonder at her beauty… I am

proud to bring you No. 2 in the Big Carp Legendary Fish series – Heather – God save the Queen!

www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk

fine arts

Price £25.00 plus £8.00 Recorded Delivery and tube.
Call 01252 373658 for card payment or go to our website for secure Paypal payment.




