




F U L L  O F  T H E  B E S T  U K  A N G L E R ’ S  S T O R I E SF U L L  O F  T H E  B E S T  U K  A N G L E R ’ S  S T O R I E S

PPEECCKK
MMAARRRRSS
HHAARRRRIISSOONN
SSWWEEEETTMMAANN

DDOONN’’TT  
WWIINNGG
IITT

BC
BIG CARP: 348 JULY 2025BIG CARP: 348 JULY 2025







The early high temperatures definitely 

triggered many lakes to start spawning 

earlier this year. But the very changeable 

weather has caused many lakes to spawn 

in fits and starts. Not ideal fishing 

conditions. That said there have been 

some awesome catch reports this month. 

While you’re waiting for a bite you can 

check out Anthony Marrs’ article on 

fishing the incredible Wingham Syndicate. 

He’s banked some awesome carp. Darrell 

Peck breaks down his fishing to 5 

fundamentals. Don’t make it more difficult 

for yourself.  James Harrison shows how 

productive overnighters can be and lastly 

Scott Sweetman talks us through his go-

to-rig. The D-Rig is so versatile and Scott 

outlines how he gets the best from it in 

his fishing for big carp. 
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The el i te  wi l l  be holding a 48 hour carp 

match at  l inear  f isher ies oxlease lake the 

dates are 8-9-10 august  , Fr iday -  Sunday 

, this  is  a  pairs  match with the 3 biggest 

f ish rule (  you catch the 3 biggest  you win 

)  , lots  of  20s and 30s and 40lb carp wi l l 

be caught on this  event , there wi l l  a lso 

be a bbq and beers on the Thursday night 

(  pre match social  )  which is  included in 

the pr ice this  is  a  weekend payout match 

so no qual i fy ing for  f inals  etc , a  one of 

match at  a  weekend , what you wi l l  win

1st  place £2000

2nd place £1000

3rd place £700

Sweep stake biggest  carp in excess of 

£400

B I G  N E W S 
R E G A R D I N G 
T H E  E L I T E 
C A R P 
M A S T E R S  ! !
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Sweep stake for  pairs  in 

excess £250

To enter  match i t  is  £370 for 

the pair  ,

The el i te  carp masters has 

been going for  14 years now 

and is  gett ing bigger and 

better  every year  , and the 

one thing we guarantee is  the 

pr ize money , no fucking about 

, no stupid rules , proper carp 

f ishing for  tournament anglers 

or  people that  want to f ish 

with there mates and compete 

in a f r iendly atmosphere, i f 

you are interested pm me on 

fb , no tyre kickers or  fucking 

about with payment , i f  you 

haven’t  got  the money don’t 

tx , we are not  interested in 

excuses or  nx week ,

I f  you fancy this  match with 

a guarantee payout get  in 

touch thanks Benn
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Save the date for  this  years 

‘Fest ival  of  Carp.’  The event 

wi l l  be at  Horseshoe Lake in 

Lechlade on Saturday 12th July, 

i t ’s  a lways a good social  event 

with something for  everyone, 

we hope to see you there!

This year  there wi l l  be:

• Talks

• Angl ing companies 

demonstrat ing their 

products around the lake

• Angl ing Trust  coaches 

helping youngsters to catch 

their  f i rst  f ish

• Cast ing demo’s and tuit ion

• Vintage tackle displays 

including a range of  ‘Carp 

Catchers Club’  i tems

• Vintage tackle and book 

sales

• Raf f les

• An auction including many 

of  the late Chris  Bal l ’s  books 

plus other  s igni f icant i tems

• Del icious food and dr ink

and much more . . .
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We are pleased to announce 

that  the below wait ing l ists 

have now re-opened.  These 

wi l l  be open for  a  l imited 

amount of  t ime unti l  they are 

ful l : 

•  Bakers and Homefie ld

• Broom Big Lake - 

Weekday and weekends

• Broom Blue Lake  - 

Weekday and 

weekends

• Cables -  Weekday

• Cawcutt  -  Weekday and 

weekends

To join any of  the above 

wait ing l ists , a l l  you need to do 

is  v is i t  the ‘Syndicate Venues’ 

page on our website and cl ick 

on the re levant venue page.

EMBRYO OPENS 
WAITING LISTS 
FOR SOME OF ITS 
VENUES

SHOCKLEADER
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Then, scrol l  down unti l  you 

see the ‘Join the waiting l ist’ 

tab and click that.  Final ly, 

simply f i l l  in the required 

detai ls before submitting to 

pay the £40 deposit.

For those venues with 

weekday and weekend rotas, 

please ensure you cl ick the 

correct rota at the top before 

submitting. Once you have 

cl icked submit, you wil l  be 

added to the waiting l ist 

manually here as soon as 

possible so you wil l  be able to 

see your name on that l ist  on 

our website.

You can join as many waiting 

l ists as you wish but the deposit 

is required for each venue. The 

deposits are non-refundable 

and non-transferable, but they 

are deducted off  the ticket price 

when you join each venue.

More l ists wil l  be opening 

very soon, so keep an eye on 

the website.

As always, i f  you have any 

questions, please feel  free to 

contact us on 01268 285987.

SHOCKLEADER
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The Angl ing Trust  is  renewing 

i ts  partnership with Northern 

Powergrid to help keep anglers 

safe on the bank this  summer 

through the powerful  “Look 

Up It ’s  Live!” campaign.

Jamie Cook, CEO of  the 

Angl ing Trust , said:

“We are del ighted to continue 

our partnership with Northern 

Powergrid.  Their  support  and 

expert ise have enhanced our 

abi l i ty  to warn anglers  of  the 

dangers of  f ishing near  power 

l ines.  I t ’s  a  s imple message 

but a hugely important  one 

and Northern Powergrid 

Big Carp 12

are leading the way in their 

industry to ensure that  safety 

messaging gets out  to grass 

roots anglers  with our  help.”

As part  of  the campaign, 

the Angl ing Trust  wi l l  share 

Northern Powergrid’s  ‘Look Up 

It ’s  Live!’  leaf let  with members 

via direct  communications, 

blogs, social  media, and 

newsletter  features.  Fisheries, 

angl ing clubs, and tackle shops 

are a lso encouraged to display 

the campaign mater ia ls  and 

help spread the word.

Gareth Pearson, Director  of 

Health, Safety and Training at 

ANGLING TRUST REELS 
IN SAFETY MESSAGE 
WITH NORTHERN 
POWERGRID 
PARTNERSHIP
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Northern Powergrid, added:

“We’ve renewed our 

partnership with the Angl ing 

Trust  to target  and reach 

anglers  to help keep them 

safe.

“High voltage currents can 

pass through almost  a l l  f ishing 

rods and poles, so we ask 

anglers  to tackle safety before 

they set  of f  and look up before 

they hook up, to make sure 

f ishing equipment does not 

contact  our  power network.

SHOCKLEADER
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Fol lowing the agreement with 

Litt lemore Angl ing Club (LAS) 

that  we announced back in 

August  2024 the club is  now 

del ighted to announce a new 

water  sharing agreement with 

Reading & Distr ict  Angl ing 

Associat ion (RDAA) that 

enables AOAA members to 

f ish the RDAA stretch of  the 

r iver  Thames in Sandford.

From 16th June 2025 AOAA 

Members are permitted to f ish 

the RDAA-control led stretch of 

the River  Thames in Sandford-

on-Thames as out l ined on the 

map below.

In exchange RDAA members 

Big Carp 16

are able to f ish the AOAA 

stretch of  the r iver  Thames 

downstream of  the car  park at 

the bottom of  Sandford Lane 

(accessed via Kennington) .

NOTE THAT THIS EXCLUDES 

THE EA LOCK & WEIR PERMIT 

SECTION that  runs the ful l 

length of  the car  park upstream 

to the smal l  wooden foot 

br idge in the woods, and the 

agreement is  l imited only to 

the club stretches in Sandford-

On-Thames.  Al l  other  c lub 

stretches are excluded from 

this  sharing agreement.

Members must adhere to a l l 

f ishing regulat ions, rules, 

A L L I A N C E  A B I N G D O N 
A N D  O X F O R D  N E W 
W AT E R  S H A R I N G 
A G R E E M E N T  W I T H 
R . D . A . A
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and codes of  conduct set  by 

the club whose stretch they 

are f ishing on.  Rules can be 

found on the respective clubs 

website.  Fai lure to comply 

with these rules may result  in 

revocation of  the reciprocal 

f ishing r ights granted under 

this  agreement and may 

result  in the loss of  the gui l ty 

members permit .

Bai l i f fs  f rom AOAA, RDAA and 

LAS are mutual ly  authorised 

to check f ishing permits  and 

club membership cards on 

shared club stretches of  the 

River  Thames in Sandford-on-

Thames, regardless of  which 

club controls  the stretch.

Not only does this  agreement 

give our  members access to 

new stretches of  water.  I t  a lso 

empowers the club bai l i f f ing 

teams to work more ef fect ively 

together  to reduce misuse and 

abuse of  f ishing r ights in the 

area.

We look forward to seeing 

your future catch photos and 

reports!

Tight l ines f rom the AOAA 

Rivers Team!
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Join us for  ‘Stepping Stones 

to Carp Fishing Success’ , a 

fantast ic  carp f ishing tuit ion 

weekend from Friday 4th 

– Sunday 6th July 2025 at 

Badshot Lea Big Pond – led by 

Tony Smeets and f r iends!

This is  the perfect  opportunity 

for  anyone who’s f inding i t 

tough to f ish ef fect ively in the 

weed – our  team of  experts  wi l l 

show you how to f ish smarter, 

more conf ident ly, and with the 

r ight  techniques that  work for 

this  venue.

What’s  on of fer?

24 hours of  hands-on tuit ion

Expert  guidance on r igs, 

tact ics, bait ing and weed 

f ishing

Big Carp 18

Ask anything – our  f r iendly 

team wil l  get  you sorted!

Location: Pegs 19–43, Badshot 

Lea Big Pond

Session 1: Fr iday 4pm – 

Saturday 4pm

Session 2: Saturday 4pm – 

Sunday 4pm

20 spaces total  –  10 per  session

Book now via Hampshire 

Tackle: 01252 318937

These places won’t  last  long 

– whether  you’re new to the 

weed or  just  want to improve, 

this  is  a  br i l l iant  stepping 

stone to greater  success on 

the bank!

Tight l ines,

– Farnham Angl ing Society

STRUGGLING WITH 
WEED AT THE BIG 
POND? 
LET US HELP!
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A warm welcome let us share a 

l itt le bit  about what we offer….

Who are we? We are a family ran 

Carp Fishery based in Tansor 

near  Peterborough.  We opened 

our doors 32 years ago and 

now remain a prest igious and 

wel l  establ ished Carp Fishery. 

We are set  in approximately 

150 acres and have 5 lakes 

plus optional  f ishing on the 

r iver  nene.

What makes us a great day ticket 

fishery and why choose us?

We have some big ones  - We 

have a range of Carp from 11-

56lb - we hold some of the UK’s 

largest carp but something for 

all  anglers. We were home to 

Big Carp 20

the famous “Benson” and “The 

Creature”.

Location - We are set in a green 

and beautiful area on the North 

Northamptonshire boarder, with 

no major roads, trains city traffic 

that spoils are great spot.

Facilities - We have a huge on 

site tackle shop stocking over 

10,000 items to really enhance 

your experience. We have 

regularly cleaned toilets located 

around the fishery and our 

men’s shower/toilets were fully 

refurbished this winter. We also 

offer those must have items in 

our shop from a toothbrush to 

Red Bull. Bensons Cafe snack 

van is now open for our summer 

BLUEBELL LAKES - 
VOTED NO1 DAY 
TICKET VENUE BY 
OUR READERS
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months - we really do offer 

everything you need on site 

Family - We are a family ran 

business that puts our passion, 

time and commitment into 

constantly maintaining very high 

standards across the fishery and 

your experience matters to us! 

Our family uphold the traditions 

we had from day 1 and work 

hard to ensure the sport remains 

a truly enjoyable one. 

Committed- We are committed 

to continually improving our 

facilities and offering’s to ensure 

you will always get the very best 

experience as time goes by - 

this winter we just updated our 

Gents showers/ toilets.

Stay tuned for all the upcoming 

updates, exciting plans and 

improvements we have planned 

for 2025 

Sti l l  want to know more? We 

have a ful l  FAQ listed on our 

website with prices, opening 

hours and al l  your questions 

answered.
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Are you a keen angler? North 

Lincolnshire Counci l  are 

looking for  appl icants to set  up 

and manage a f ishing syndicate 

with pr ivate membership at 

counci l  owned land at  the 

Blue Lagoon, Normanby Road, 

Scunthorpe, DN15 9YG.

Blue Lagoon is  a  Local  Nature 

Reserve.  The site has open 

Big Carp 22

access for  v is i tors  and wi l l 

remain open to the publ ic.

We are looking for  of fers  over 

£800 per  annum over  f ive 

years, with a three per  cent 

annual  increase (subject  to 

review).

For  more information and to 

apply please emai l  Gavin.

Colby@northl incs.gov.uk 

NORTH LINCS 
VENUE OPEN TO 
SYNDICATE OFFERS
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looking for  appl icants to set  up 

and manage a f ishing syndicate 

with pr ivate membership at 

counci l  owned land at  the 

Blue Lagoon, Normanby Road, 

Scunthorpe, DN15 9YG.

Blue Lagoon is  a  Local  Nature 

Reserve.  The site has open 
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access for  v is i tors  and wi l l 

remain open to the publ ic.

We are looking for  of fers  over 

£800 per  annum over  f ive 

years, with a three per  cent 

annual  increase (subject  to 

review).

For  more information and to 

apply please emai l  Gavin.

Colby@northl incs.gov.uk 
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TA
C-

TE
C KUDOS 

BUZZER BARS 
AND BANK 
STICKS

Kudos manufacture a wide range of  bank 

wear including f ixed and adjustable 

buzzer  bars, bank st icks, stage stands 

and pod locks.  Al l  feature high qual i ty 

chunky 3k weave carbon with hard-

anodized aluminum f i t t ings - .  custom 

size options are avai lable upon request 

(pr ices may vary)

• f ixed buzzer  bars f rom £24.99

• adjustable buzzer  bars f rom £42.99

• bank st icks f rom £26.99

• www.kudostackle.com 
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TAC-TEC

BigCarp 28

Let’s  face i t  -  you’ve got 

to keep your beers (or  bait ) 

chi l led somehow, r ight? The 

Cult  Tackle DPM Camo Cool 

Bags are bui l t  for  exact ly 

that .  Whether  you’re out 

for  the weekend or  just  a 

quick overnighter, these 

ful ly  insulated bags keep 

everything f resh and cool .

Wipe-clean ref lect ive l ining, 

heavy-duty No.10 zips, and 

CULT TACKLE
COOL BAGS

our s ignature 600D DPM camo. 

Rugged, re l iable, and ready to 

match the rest  of  your setup.

The ult imate session essentia l .

•  Heavy duty, ergonomic carry 

handles

• Ful l  insulated internal  l ining 

• Hard wearing 600D DPM 

mater ia l .

•  17L and 25L Versions.

• f rom £24.99

• www.culttackle.com
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These watches and strap 

combos have been f ly ing of f 

the stockroom shelves for 

a  few weeks now and are 

being shipped to our  newest 

customers f rom around the 

World.

Independent Br i t ish 

Designed watches with Swiss-

TAC-TEC

BigCarp 30

NITE WATCHES
TOP 3 COMBOS

made movements, t r i t ium 

i l lumination, sapphire crystal 

and a 5-year  warranty.

Watches bui l t  to  be worn, 

survive the elements and 

proven by our  wearer’s  passion 

for  the great  outdoors.

• f rom £330

• www.nitewatches.com
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TAC-TEC

BigCarp 32

Worldwide known classic 

flavours that enhance the 

attraction of any bait, ideal for 

use in boilie mixes or stick, 

method mixes and ground baits.

Highly concentrated for 

maximum quality, wide 

selection for every imaginable 

situation. Choose from classics 

like Addicted, Monster Crab, 

Mulberry, Chocolate Malt, 

Scopex, Secret Agent and 

more...

• 100ml

• from £6.59

• www.rodhutchinson.co.uk

ROD 
HUTCHINSON
FLAVOURS
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TAC-TEC

Big Carp  33

This new and improved rod 

locks WILL SAVE YOUR RODS 

FROM DISASTER!

Some people may wonder why 

these are needed and why you 

cannot use just a conventional 

butt rest.

As you can see from the 

pictures below, these are to 

be used in conjunction with 

any butt rest available on the 

market.  The rod locks wil l  aid 

PB PRODUCTS
LOCK DOWN 
BACK REST

in keeping your rod solid from 

any directional movements 

avoiding it  being pulled out 

the rest when getting a take!

Beautiful ly designed and 

featuring PB colours, these are 

a perfect addition for those 

wanting some more protection!

• available in 7cm, 9cm and 

11cm

• rrp £5.49

• www.pbproducts.co.uk



TAC-TEC

BigCarp 34

A great , l ightweight table 

for  any terrain.  Made f rom 

aluminium with anodised 

black f inish,al l  four  legs are 

independently adjustable, 

enabl ing the table to be 

level led in a l l  manner of  swims.

The table top detaches f rom 

the legs and consert inas to 

pack down and the legs fo ld 

f lat .  Cross bracing on the legs 

aids stabi l i ty  when set  up.

SOLAR TACKLE
A1 TABLE

• Strong, but  l ight  weight

• Removable, fo lding table 

top for  easy storage and 

transport

• Adjustable legs 

• Anodised black f inish

• Suppl ied with a f ree carry 

case

• Cross bracing on legs for 

stabi l i ty

• rrp £88.99

• www.solartackle.co.uk
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TAC-TEC

BigCarp 36

Moulded in our  own factory, 

Loaded Lead Cl ips feature 

an integrated swivel  which 

is  t ied to the mainl ine or 

leader.  There are two swivels 

avai lable -  quick change and 

uni- l ink r ing swivel  to cater 

for  di f ferent  preferences.

The lead retaining arm is 

strong enough for  distance 

cast ing with big leads but wi l l 

re lease the lead when a f ish 

is  snagged or  at  the anglers 

discret ion – by pushing the tai l 

ESP LOADED
LEADCLIPS

rubber part  way on or  cutt ing 

the arm back to drop the lead 

on the take i f  the s i tuat ion 

requires.

The tai l  rubbers provide a 

streamlined, ant i-tangle jo in 

and are compatible with 

Tungsten Loaded tubing.

• eight lead cl ips and tai l 

rubbers in each pack

• avai lable in weedy green, 

camo brown and si l t  grey

• RRP £5.45

• www.esp-carpgear.com
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GEOFF 
ANDERSON
SHIRTS

I f  you’re looking for  high 

performance shirts  then Geoff 

Anderson has you covered. 

From the ultra l ight  Ezmar 

Light featur ing breathable 

and protect ive fabr ic  to the 

Ezmar Midweight Soft  that’s 

engineered for  high heat , 

humidity and of fer ing superior 

breathabi l i ty, and moisture 

management.  Then there’s  the 

Ezmar Al l  Year.  A performance 

shirt  constructed f rom a 

brushed polyester, of fer ing 

l ightweight, durabi l i ty, 

excel lent  moisture-wicking, 

and a soft   f inish for  a l l -day 

comfort , whether  you’re on 

the water, t rai l , or  in transit .

•  f rom 99.95 EUR

• www.geoffanderson.com

TAC-TEC



TAC-TEC

BigCarp 38

The Ocoopa UT3 Pro features 

a unique double-sided heating 

surface, delivering efficient 

warmth with four adjustable 

heat levels, ranging from 100°F 

(37°C) to 136°F (58°C). Powered 

by a 5000mAh x2 rechargeable 

battery, the hand warmer offers 

up to 15 hours of continuous 

OCOOPA UT3 
PRO HAND 
WARMER

heat. It also functions as 

a power bank, capable of 

charging a mobile phone more 

than 3.5 times. With a 3.5-hour 

charging time, users can be 

ready for their next adventure 

without long delays.

• rrp £42.95

• www.berryuseful .co.uk
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CTEK M15
CHARGER

While owning a boat  has a 

lot  of  benef i ts , what happens 

i f  you experience a battery 

fa i lure on the water? Now 

you can achieve that  level 

of  f reedom with the CTEK 

M15, the perfect  15A battery 

charger  for  a l l  boat  owners.

The M15 is  a  mult i- functional 

TAC-TEC

charger  that  wi l l  leave you 

with no worr ies about gett ing 

stuck out  on the open water 

with a f lat  battery.  I t  is  fu l ly 

automatic and user- f r iendly, 

easy to connect, spark-free 

and protected against  reverse 

polar i ty  -  i t ’s  so s imple to use.

• www.ctek.com



CATCH REPORTS

Just  as I  was ready to br ing the rods in for  the f inal  t ime. 
I  had one of  my bobbins pul l  up t ight  and the spool  s lowly 
started t icking.  I  picked up the rod and pul led into a dead 
weight.  I  could feel  there was a f ish on but i t  wasn’t  move 
much just  plodding very s low.

It  k i ted to the r ight  margin, so I  got  into the waders and 
jumped of f  the edge of  the boards.

I  think I  was playing for  what seemed l ike 45 mins I  just 
could do much with the sheer  weigh of  the f ish.

A few more runs and I  waded out down the margin and 
s l ipped the net  under i t .

Paul  Came around and did the photos and weight and I  was 
blown away when i t  went 61lb a new uk pb for  me. 

GRENVILLE GRENVILLE 
PB GOESPB GOES

6161

BigCarp 40
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CATCH REPORTS

So, after  an amazing journey I  have f inal ly  bagged 
Northamptons answer to the Black Mirror.  I rchester  Car 
Park Lake holds around 18 or iginals  and a s imi lar  amount 
of  stock f ish topped by the incredible ‘Apri l ’  a  carp named 
after  i ts  favourite month for  a  capture.

With three days of  that  month remaining, I  f inal ly  hooked 
him after  2  days of  intense stalking on the surface.  One 
ounce shy of  forty-six pounds and a new surface caught PB.

I  had already worked my way through the lakes A Team 
of  o ld warr iors  and this  was the ic ing on the cake, the f inal 
part  of  the j igsaw.

The entire journey was captured week by week in one-
hour v logs, avai lable now, on my Patreon Channel  a long 
with hundreds of  hours of  instant  access carpy stuf f.

www.patreon.com/DaveLane

LANEYLANEY
LANDSLANDS

LUMPLUMP

BigCarp 41



Richie Latham 
Apples f rom the 
Blue Lagoon 52lb

LAGOONLAGOON
LUNKERLUNKER

CATCH REPORTS

MOSTMOST
WANTEDWANTED

K i n g s m e a d ’ s 
most  wanted.  The 
Upfront  Common 
47lb fa l l ing to the 
Cel l .
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WATCH OUTWATCH OUT
SCOTT’S SCOTT’S 
ABOUTABOUT

Just  after  f i rst  l ight , I  knew I  got  i t  wrong and moved to the 
swim next door, a l lowing me to cover  more shal low water  and 
with warm weather  forecast , I  ant icipated the carp would be 
in this  zone.  I  chose to f ish chods over  the weed, with whole 
and broken 12mm boi l ie  over  the top.  Not long into dark, I 
had a big l iner, which short ly  fo l lowed by a savage take -  I 
p layed in what fe l t  l ike a heavy carp under the big moon, 
eventual ly  nett ing what I  instant ly  recognised as a mirror 
cal led “Beadle”, a  f ish we had al l  been talking about, which 
hasn’t  been caught s ince the previous spr ing.  The scales 
went around to 40lb 10oz, capping of f  an amazing spring’



CATCH REPORTS

ONE  ONE  
NIGHTNIGHT
WONDERWONDER

After  f inding a couple of  spots, I  sett led in for  the night. 
Although I  saw a couple of  f ish show just  on dark, i t  was 
st i l l  a  shock when the r ight  hand rod was away at  1 :30am. 
An incredible batt le  ensued, and some last-second drama 
that  saw me jumping in to land i t , I  eventual ly  netted the 
carp and pul led the net  towards me.  I  couldn’t  bel ieve my 
eyes when I  saw the huge mass s i t t ing in the bottom of  my 
net .

There was no mistaking what I  had, but  i t  was st i l l  thankful 
of  the help f rom another  member, Jason Hayward, who help 
me weigh and photograph this  incredible carp.

Giggl ing l ike a pair  of  k ids as we l i f ted the s l ing, the scales 
sett led on 56lb 12oz!  A new complex record and a personal 
best  for  me.

How’s that  for  luck? The Big Carp Buzz at  i ts  best
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CATCH REPORTS

Tyson at  57lb 12oz – A Moment 11 Years in the Making 
for  Ed Better idge who had previously photographed her 
s ix t imes for  others.

111 YEAR1 YEAR
ITCHITCH

Liam Gingel l  with 
‘s lope head’  at  40.4

LIAM GETSLIAM GETS
A HEADA HEAD
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The Top Lake bigun made an appearance recent ly  for  Aaron 
Tayler  going 42lb 6oz, He also backed this  up with a 32lb mirror,

TOP WORKTOP WORK
TAYLORTAYLOR

CATCH REPORTS

KEV BANKS KEV BANKS 
CLUSTERCLUSTER

BigCarp 47

CLUSTER AT 44Lb 7oz!  The biggest  mirror 
in Sandmart in on the Bluebel l  complex. 
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CATCH REPORTS

The Beast  of  Brasenose (b1 i f  you didn’t  know) 
has made an appearance to 14 year  o ld Jamie 
Jones!!  She weighed his  new PB at  53lb 12oz

PB FOR PB FOR 
JJJJ

BigCarp 48
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Gary Smith 
f ished Manor 
Farm landing 
the Big Ful ly” at 
42lb 12oz

FULLYFULLY
LOADEDLOADED

CATCH REPORTS

NENENENE
GOLDGOLD

BigCarp 49

Paul  Prescott  with 
49.14 of  Nene val ley 
gold



CATCH REPORTS

Ben Oakes 
with a Manor 
mirror  at  44lb

MANORMANOR
MADNESSMADNESS

The machine that  is  Ken Wildman with the 
biggest  f ish of  his  spr ing so far  at  46lb

GOING GOING 
WILDWILD

BigCarp 50
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CATCH REPORTS

BEN BEN 
BANKSBANKS
LINLIN

Benn OConnor with a 43lb 4oz l inear  f rom Coking Farm

HARD AS HARD AS 
NAILSNAILS

Jim Edwards cradl ing a superb 45lb 8oz common. The 
result  of  two years hard graft!
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CATCH REPORTS

Alan Draycott  was 
lost  for  words with 
this  one…. 45lb 4oz 

Paul  Wild was 5 nights into the new season 
and got  the one bite he was aiming for  this 
spr ing f rom Meadow .  The Bul let  41lb 14oz.

NO NO 
WORDSWORDS

BigCarp 55

WILDWILD
NIGHTNIGHT



CATCH REPORTS

GRENVILLEGRENVILLE
GOLDGOLD

Krist ian Horlock 
said “At 42lb 
9oz,what an 
amazing carp for 
my f i rst  40lber 
f rom Grenvi l le.”

LOCKEDLOCKED
UPUP

Matt Lockett 
with the 
incredible Red 
Tips weighing 
42lb 8oz 

BigCarp 56
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CATCH REPORTS

Lee Randal l  said 
“After  a  move 
onto showing f ish 
i t  real ly  was the 
start  of  a  busy 
24hours”

Dieter  Al len banked a new lake record for  Bayeswater  day t icket 
lake.  This  lovely long mirror  weighing 42lb is  PB for  Dieter.

MOVEMOVE
PAYSPAYS
OFFOFF

PB FORPB FOR
DIETERDIETER
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WRAYSBURY WRAYSBURY 
RECORDRECORD

COMMONCOMMON

On a pretty hectic session, a  couple of  weeks ago, I  actual ly 
lost  this  one at  the net .  Fast  forward 2 weeks and I  was 
backin the central  area, Fishing at  over  100yards, I  had a 
midnight bite.  Al l  was wel l  unti l  around 30 yards out , when 
i t  randomly dropped of f !  I  was surpr ised there was no more 
act ion by morning.  As I  stood with my f i rst  cup of  tea of  the 
day, contemplat ing whether  to put more bait  out , my other 
rod f ishes on the baited spot , sprang into l i fe.  After  one of 
the most immense, t i r ing batt les of  my carp f ishing l i fe, this 
big common was soon tear ing about In the margins again! 
I  prayed that  everything would hold f i rm, and after  what 
seemed l ike another  eternity playing i t  in  the margins, I 
f inal ly  s l ipped the net  under f i rst  t ime of  asking.
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big common was soon tear ing about In the margins again! 
I  prayed that  everything would hold f i rm, and after  what 
seemed l ike another  eternity playing i t  in  the margins, I 
f inal ly  s l ipped the net  under f i rst  t ime of  asking.
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MOVEMENT

Tried, tested and guaranteed, Nite watches are made with quality Swiss-made components, 
super bright tritium illumination and most importantly are designed to be worn doing what you love.   

Tight Lines !

HAWK NIGHT FALLALPHA SHADOW

THERE’S NO SUCH THING AS A FISHING WATCH 
UNLESS YOU FISH AT... NITE! 
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CLUBBING CLUBBING 
SEASONSEASON

Perry Harr is  with this  lovely 45lb 1oz l inear  f rom a local  Club Lake 

CHURCHCHURCH
CHUNKCHUNK

Congratulat ions to Benjamin Phi l l ips  on his  new PB, Horton 
Church Lake’s  Al f ie, at  a  weight of  49lb 8oz. 
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CATCH REPORTS

Brad Moore had his  PB on Kingf isher  at  44lb 2oz then  caught a 
43lb 10oz .Two days on Kingy and two over  40lb!!!

KING BRAD’SKING BRAD’S
BRACEBRACE
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NENE NENE 
VALLEYVALLEY
5050

Lee White was 
blown away by this 
bit  of  Nene val ley 
gold!  The Long 
common 52lb 10oz

NICE TONICE TO
‘SEA’ YOU‘SEA’ YOU

Dan Seager with a mega 46lb 6oz Common 
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Lee White 
said “My new 
P.B at  45.4 
and I ’m st i l l 
buzzing now” 

One of  Sandmart in’s  f inest .  A new PB for  Adam Wardle 
Cluster.  Caught on pop up in the margin at  43.9 lb

WHITE’SWHITE’S
BUZZINGBUZZING

MARGINMARGIN
MONSTERMONSTER
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KENTKENT
KLONKERKLONKER

D a r e n 
N o r m a n  w i t h 
a  Ke n t  l a k e 
4 1 l b  m i r r o r.

A n d r e w  Ta g g a r t  t r a v e l l e d  m a n y  m i l e s 
f o r  t h i s  o n e !  W h a t  a  u n i t ! ! 

PUTTING PUTTING 
THE MILESTHE MILES
ININ
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I t  took me three long years 

to get  a  t icket  to Wingham. 

Like most sought-after 

syndicates, i t  wasn’t  just  a 

case of  applying and wait ing. 

Wingham is  special .  I t  has 

a reputat ion — not just  for 

the s ize of  the carp, but  for 

the sett ing, the atmosphere, 

and the sense of  belonging 

that  comes with being part  of 

something truly rare.

When I  f inal ly  got  in, I 

remember walking round to 

the lake for  the f i rst  t ime, 

heart  pounding l ike a drum, 
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What lay before me was, 

without exaggerat ion, the 

most breathtaking lake I ’d 

ever  seen.  Nest led deep in the 

Kent countryside, Wingham 

is  more than just  water  and 

banks.  I t ’s  a  world of  i ts  own 

— where mist  r ises gent ly  of f 

the surface in the ear ly  hours, 

where you can hear the distant, 

surreal  roar  of  l ions f rom the 

local  wi ldl i fe  park, and where 

the s i lence is  punctuated only 

by the subt le  sounds of  nature 

and the occasional  crash of 

water  f rom its  large residents

Every t ime I  turned of f 

the main road and went 

through the old farm gate, the 

butter f l ies  would start .  That 

moment of  arr ival  — ful l  of 

ant icipat ion, fu l l  of  possibi l i ty 

— never got  o ld.  The nervous 

excitement, just  thinking 

what might be caught that 

session, was overwhelming.  I t 

didn’t  matter  how many t imes 

I ’d f ished i t ;  that  feel ing was 

always there.

The f i rst  few springs were 

tough.  I  b lanked more than 

I  care to admit .  Wingham 

isn’t  a  lake that  gives away 

i ts  secrets easi ly.  But I  dug 

in.  I  stayed consistent  with 

my approach, especial ly  in 

the summers when I  adopted 

a ser ious bait ing strategy. 

Over t ime, I  began to unlock 

the lake.  S lowly but surely, 

the pieces started to come 

together  — and with them, 

the f ish.

One of  the biggest  learning 

curves was understanding the 

lakebed i tsel f.  Wingham is  a 

maze of  underwater  channels , 

bars, gul l ies and plateaus — 

the kind of  topography that 

rewards t ime, ef fort , and 

careful  observat ion.  Working 

out the f ish’s  habits , patrol 

routes and feeding zones 

was a chal lenge, but  one 

that  made every success 

feel  deeply earned.  What’s 

more, Wingham had a way of 

f l ipping conventional  carp 

f ishing wisdom on i ts  head. 

Forget  those textbook low-
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pressure drops and warm 

south- wester l ies — this  place 

often f ished better  under 

high pressure, even in bit ing 

norther ly  winds.  I t  taught me 

to think di f ferent ly, to  stop 

relying on the obvious, and to 

trust  in what the lake i tsel f 

was te l l ing me.

That consistency and 

dedicat ion eventual ly  earned 

me results ;  things began to 

c l ick.  My ef forts  didn’t  go 

unnoticed — other  members 

started to respect  the graft  I 

was putt ing in, and I  earned 

a quiet  reputat ion as someone 

who f ished hard and gave the 

lake the respect  i t  demanded. 

Wingham rewards pat ience 

and persistence, and in those 

long, golden summers, the 

ef forts  t ruly paid of f.

Wingham is  the land of  giants 

— and I ’ve been lucky enough 

to meet a few of  i ts  biggest 

residents.  Three f ish over 

50lb now grace my personal 

a lbum, each one etched into 

memory not  just  for  their 
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size, but  for  the batt les they 

gave and the stor ies behind 

them. Each one came after 

a  long campaign, the result 

of  groundwork, ef fort , and a 

bit  of  that  o ld angl ing magic 

when everything al igns.  But 

i t ’s  not  just  about the big f ish 

at  Wingham. Every carp in that 

lake is  unique — from dark, 

ancient  mirrors  to scaley mid-

thirt ies with character  etched

into every scale.  Each one 

has i ts  own story, i ts  own 

shape, i ts  own personal i ty. 

Some of  the most memorable 

moments weren’t  about s ize 

at  a l l , but  about the beauty, 

the batt le, or  the surpr ise of 

what surfaced.

Some of  the carp I  was lucky 

enough to catch were f ish I ’d 

only ever  seen on the bank 

once or  twice during my entire 

t ime on there — true rar i t ies, 

a lmost  mythical  in their  own 

r ight .  Those moments stay 

with you.  They remind you just 

how magical  Wingham real ly 

is .  The stock at  Wingham 
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is  s imply insane — a r ich, 

var ied mix of  ancient  l ineage 

and truly colossal  carp.  Every 

cast  holds the possibi l i ty  of 

meeting something special .

Wingham has given me so 

many special  moments and 

unforgettable captures.  I ’ l l 

never  forget  my f i rst-ever 

40lb common — a proper 

mi lestone, and f rom that  point , 

the bar  just  kept r is ing.  Over 

the years, I  was fortunate 

enough to bank some of  the 

lake’s  most  iconic residents: 

the incredible Long Leney, the 

powerful  and pr ist ine Bob’s 

Common, and the legendary 

Nelson — al l  t ipping the scales 

at  over  50lb.

These aren’t  just  f ish — 

they’re history, character, and 

l iv ing legends.  Each one came 

with i ts  own story, i ts  own 

batt le, and i ts  own place in 

my heart .  And yet , there’s  st i l l 

one that  e ludes me — Black 

Spot, the mighty ghost  of  the 

lake.  I ’ l l  go back for  her  one 

day — of  that , I ’m certain.



Beyond the f ishing, what 

makes Wingham truly special 

is  the sense of  home.  Matt 

and India, the owners, have 

achieved something rare — a 

lake that  doesn’t  just  feel  l ike 

a venue, but  l ike a sanctuary. 

Every swim has a story.  Every 

path holds memories.  There’s 

a  calmness here that’s  hard to 

f ind in the modern world.

The wi ldl i fe  is  nothing short 

of  incredible — f ish showing 

at  dawn, barn owls at  dusk, 

and the constant background 

chorus of  songbirds and 

waterfowl.  There were nights 

I  lay awake in the bivvy, not 

because I  couldn’t  s leep, but 

because I  didn’t  want to miss 

a s ingle second of  i t .

And the f r iendships… wel l , 

those might just  be the best 

part  of  a l l .  F ive years on the 

bank has introduced me to 

a circ le  of  l i fe long mates — 

anglers  I  now consider  family. 

We’ve shared blanks, buzzers, 
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A V A I L A B L E  N O W

Carp fishing has a very rich history. In the early days of it 
becoming popular, Kent and the Colne Valley were the hot beds 
of our fledgling pastime and of course there was the legendary 
Redmire Pool.  

Into the new Millennium and one area above all others 
exploded onto the scene, this was of course Oxfordshire. The 
quality of the stock of carp in this county was incredible but 
where did these beautiful scaly beasts come from? When did the 
Leney’s get stocked? What were the origins of the famous Linch 
Hill fish and what of the history of the now infamous Linear 
Fisheries? Over the course of the pages of this book all will be 
revealed as Paul and Geoff have put together the facts of how 
these lakes were stocked and also banded together many 
successful local anglers, some of which have never published any 
of their catches, who tell their fishing tales on these stunning 
lakes. 

With more than 300 pictures of some of this country’s finest 
ever carp and several full page maps, this huge volume tells the 
story of Oxfordshire’s carp fishing history whilst still leaving a 
little bit of mystery for your imagination! 

Included within the pages of this book is the foreword written 
by local legendary angler and former tackle dealer Joe Taylor. We 
have chapters from Paul Kitchin on the legendary Vauxhall Lake. 
David Brian Williams tells us the story of the lakes in the City of 
Oxford itself! Chris Robinson has written an incredible chapter 
on two of Dorchester’s lakes. Orchid and The Lagoon. The 
history told in Chris’ chapter on these lakes is just incredible and 
wait until you see the pictures! 

Next door to The Lagoon is Dorchester’s Alliance Club Lake 
and Joe Forrester tells his story of the incredible scaly carp that 
inhabited this lake and how he outwitted them. 

We have a real coup in the fact that brilliant all-round Oxford 
angler John Everard agreed to be interviewed and he has an 
incredible amount of historical information to share, as has Gerald 
Stratford who is also included in this informative chapter.  

No book about Oxfordshire’s carp fishing history would be 
complete without the story of Oxford’s first forty and what a 
story it is. Richard ‘Paddy’ Paradine has never written or 
published any of his catches before and we have his interview here 
for you of his historic catch which was kept under the radar for so 
long. 

Nick Stansfield is a brilliant young Oxford carper who doesn’t 
shout about his catches. We have two incredible chapters from 
him from two of the county’s most iconic lakes, The Leisure Park 
and The Big S! Josh Chatfield has written a fantastic chapter 
which really gives you an insight into how fishing on The Leisure 
Park was back in the day when the Leney’s were still about and 
culminates with his capture of The Big Leney at its biggest ever 
weight, the iconic ‘Paddy’s Fish’. 

We have brilliant chapters on Newlands from Ginger Robinson 
and Milton Pools from Stuart Rothwell. Danny Aplin has written 
about his time on Linch Hill which will just blow you away! His 
pictures alone are worth purchasing this book. 

Nick Franklin has written a lovely chapter on one of 
Oxfordshire’s little known lakes and his account really hits home 
that carp fishing isn’t always about the numbers game. Sometimes 
it’s just you fishing for the unknown! There are superb chapters 
on Manor Farm from Paul Hathaway and St Johns from Stewart 
Roper.  

If that wasn’t enough Paul and Geoff have wrote chapters 
themselves which cover the stocking history of lakes, how the 
gravel company ARC played such a big part in the early stockings 
of Oxford’s lakes, the early days of Linch Hill and Linear 
Fisheries and facts and stories regarding Oxford’s other lakes, 
some very off the radar! 

If you like your history, you like carp fishing and love stories 
of beautiful scaly carp, there is only one book to purchase this 
year. Here it is…
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barbecues, and brews.  We’ve 

laughed, we’ve learned, and 

we’ve watched the seasons 

turn together.

After  f ive unforgettable 

years at  Wingham, I ’ve 

stepped away for  now. Li fe  has 

i ts  chapters, and sometimes, 

even the best  stor ies need a 

pause.  But I  know, deep down, 

that  I ’ l l  return.  That lake has 

more to teach me.  There’s 

st i l l  a  debt to sett le  with 

Black Spot.  There’s  st i l l  mist 

to watch r ise, f ish to outwit , 

and mugs of  tea to be shared 

with good people.  Wingham 

isn’t  just  a  syndicate.  I t ’s  a 

part  of  me now. And for  any 

angler  lucky enough to f ish 

i ts  hal lowed banks, i t ’s  more 

than just  f ishing — it ’s  where 

memories are made.

Unti l  Next Time …………..
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Carp f ish ing can seem 

compl icated f rom the outs ide 

looking in , but  i t  rea l ly  doesn’t 

need to  be.  Focus  on a l igning 

the  5  key  fundamenta ls , and 

apply  a  b i t  o f  common sense / 

logic  to  the  rest .

1 .  Locat ion is  KING -  F ind 

the  f ish , locate  the  r ight  spot , 

and your  conf idence wi l l  go 

through the  roof.  This  is  your 

po le  pos i t ion! 

2 .  Prec is ion Cast ing & Bai t ing 

-  I f  you can’t  h i t  the  same spot 
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twice, your  resu l ts  wi l l  suf fer. 

The best  anglers  are  deadly 

accurate  with  both  thei r  r igs 

and bai t ing! 

3 .  Bai t  Choice  Matters  - 

Pressured carp  wi l l  ignore  bai t 

they see  too  o f ten.  Give  them 

something they rea l ly  want! 

4 .  Presentat ion Over  Per fect ion 

-  The lakebed d ictates  your 

r ig  choice.  Master  just  2-4 

so l id  r igs  that  su i t  d i f fe rent 

condi t ions  and you’ l l  a lways  be 

in  the  game. 

5 .  Razor-Sharp Hooks  -  A 

sharper  hook equals  more  b i tes . 

Think o f  i t  l ike  a  ha i r- t r igger 

mousetrap—catch more  f ish  by 

making sure  your  hook is  deadly 

sharp!

Bonus Tip : Stay  Adapt ive  - 

Carp are  a lways  moving.  Treat 

i t  l ike  a  puzz le—read the  water, 

f ind the  gaps , and don’t  be 

a f ra id  to  move!

Apply  these  fundamenta ls  to 

your  angl ing and you wi l l  catch 

more  carp  as  a  resu l t !
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T O N I KT O N I K
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For the past  10 years or  so 

I  had worked for  mysel f  and 

this  had given me the luxury 

of  being able to pretty much 

pick and choose when I  went 

f ishing and for  how long. 

Midweek sessions of  2-3 days 

were the norm and they’d 

been successful  seasons in my 

eyes.  This  a l l  changed at  the 

end of  2024 when I  decided to 

re join the rat  race for  a  more 

stable income -  at  least  for 

a  whi le, to  a l low me to work 

on relaunching Sharp Tackle 

in 2025.  This  meant I  was 

either  to become a weekend 

warr ior  and have to face the 

rush to get  to the lake on a 

Fr iday as ear ly  as possible to 

secure a decent swim or  do 

midweek overnighters.  At 52, 

with dodgy hip and expanded 

gut I  wasn’t  sure I ’d have the 

commitment and discipl ine 

for  overnighters but I  real ly 

didn’t  fancy weekends.  Time 

to dig deep.   I  used to be a very 

mobi le  angler  in my f i t ter  days 

so the overnighters would 

force me to be more mobi le  i f 

need be.  One thing that  made 
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this  process easier  was being 

able to stash my gear  with a 

mate or  around the lake whi le 

I  was away.  I t  wasn’t  fa i r  to 

leave my gear  in the swim so 

usual ly   I ’d chuck i t  a l l  on the 

barrow and park i t  up out  of 

any swim with the bivvy over 

the top.  I f  i t  was raining and/

or  quiet , Kev, the syndicate 

owner, was happy for  me to 

leave my gear  in the swim. We 

had a booking on app, so you 

could see how many anglers 

were coming and the regular 

lads knew what I  was doing 

and in fa i rness to them they let 

me get  on with my f ishing.  I t 

worked both ways as I ’d often 

get  messages asking what 

was occurr ing at  the lake, f rom 

the weekend guys especial ly. 

There’s  plenty of  f ish to go 

around and I  have always been 

happy to put people on them 

where possible. 

The courier  job I  took had 

f lexible hours and as long as 

I  rocked up before midday to 

load up they were happy.  This 

f i t ted the f ishing perfect ly  as 

the lake had a strong track 

record of  morning bites. 

The lake in quest ion was 

Carptonik’s  Trout Lake.  I t ’s 

around 19 acres with 2 is lands 

and a spit .  Kev White took the 

lake on just  over  5  years ago 

with a partner  who caused no 

end of  issues and left  within 

a couple of  months.  Kev had 

managed smal ler  venues 

before, but  this  was a di f ferent 

animal .  2  lakes in around 35 

acres of  land was a big task 

to manage.  At f i rst  he wasn’t 

over ly  sure he could give i t 

the amount of  t ime and ef fort 

but  with promises of  help f rom 

numerous syndicate members 

thankful ly  he did continue and 

i t  is  rapidly becoming the new 

jewel  in the Kennet val ley. 

Mark Simmonds came on board 

and that  turned the planned 

stocking on i ts  head f rom 

tr ickl ing in a few carp each 

year  to 400 going in Trout and 

200 in the smal ler  Meadow 

Lake.The syndicate put in a 
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massive ef fort  at  work part ies 

for  the f i rst  2  seasons to create 

an otter  fence, swims and a 

pathway around the lakes to 

get  the lakes to where Kev and 

a few key members, notably 

Fidz, Car ly  and Murch could 

maintain them to the high 

standard created.  Any major 

jobs were covered with work 

part ies which were always 

wel l  attended.  The lake was 

stocked mainly with C3 in the 

8-10lb bracket  and they have 

absolutely thr ived in the r ich 

water  of  Trout Lake.  There are 

over  20 thirt ies a l ready and a 

large number of  high twenties. 

The lake is  weedy and 2025 is 

the weediest  i t ’s  been so far, 

making presentat ion di f f icult . 

Thankful ly  we can use bait 

boats and these have been a 

game changer for  dropping in 

smal l  holes in the weed.   With 

a bait  boat  i t ’s  tempting to 

put too much bait  in.  I  prefer 

to just  have the PVA bag and 

handful  of  crushed boi l ies 

and pel lets  in the hopper.  The 
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crushed, a lmost  powdered 

baits , tend to create a larger 

area of  attract ion than just  a 

big dol lop of  baits  in a t ight 

spot .  DNA Baits  SLK with the 

house pel let  would be al l  the 

bait  I  needed.  Rig wise mainly 

Ronnies on 6-7in of  soft  braid. 

I  often f ish my Ronnies with 

bottom baits  -  something 

which some think you can’t 

do.  I  a lso f ish my r ig on the 

outside of  the PVA bag as this 

helps create drag as i t  drops 

though the water  and aids the 

bag landing hook bait  s ide up. 

I  k icked of f  my overnighters 

in mid March.The lake was 

start ing to do f ish but they 

were very local ised and I 

couldn’t  seem to get  on them. 

I  fe l t  I  wasn’t  quite in tune 

with things and the lake is 

more of  a  conundrum that  i t 

would appear on paper.  The 

carp don’t  do what you expect 

for  some reason.  I  started 

with 3-4 overnighters a week 

and with the blanks tott ing 

up I  was start ing to think 
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weekends might not  be so bad 

after  a l l . 

Apri l  arr ived and I  f inal ly 

started to put a few f ish on the 

bank.  My body was start ing 

to get  used to the dai ly  pack 

up and work and I  fe l l  in  to a 

nice groove with i t  a l l .  I  was 

general ly  f l i t t ing between 

2 swims at  either  end of  the 

lake, depending on where the 

act ive f ish seemed to be.  I 

rarely had a blank night and 

that  made the required ef fort 

much easier.  I  f inal ly  managed 

to get  one of  the grown on 30s 

too in the shape of  Mya, after 

a  str ing of  28s.  The weather 

was rapidly reaching summer 

l ike proport ions and i t  was 

clear  that  an ear ly  spawning 

was wel l  on the cards.  By 

the begging of  May the f i rst 

lot  of  spawning started.  Now 

usual ly  I  leave the lakes wel l 

a lone around this  t ime.  The 

carp can be real ly  moody 

about feeding and the f ishing 

becomes very sketchy.  The 

lake doesn’t  c lose during 



this  t ime, but  certain areas 

are of f  l imits .  A weighed up 

the s i tuat ion that  not  a l l  the 

carp were spawning yet  and 

so there would be bites to be 

had.  Avoiding the spawning 

areas was f ine.  Then there was 

the choice of  an 80 mile round 

tr ip home after  work each day 

or  a  10 minute tr ip to the lake. 

The overnighters won and I 

was back on the bank 4 nights 

a week. 

As expected the f ishing 

was more tr icky than pre-

spawning, but  I  seemed to be 

able to winkle a f ish or  2  out 

each night with the odd blank 

thrown in to keep the ego in 

check.  I  do f ind at  this  t ime 

you tend to lose quite a few 

f ish.  The spunky males are so 

energetic and probably grab at 

the bait  rather  than proper ly 

feeding, result ing in poor 

hook holds.  Coupled with the 

now extensive weed and you 

were often only in contact  for 
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a few seconds before the rod 

sprang back l imp fol lowed by 

a shout of  “FER F**K’S SAKE!” 

I  did try a few r ig changes 

but sometimes I  think you 

can disappear up your own 

arse and make things worse. 

Smal ler  PVA bags over  very 

l i t t le  e lse seemed to get  the 

best  results  -  logical ly  this 

made sense i f  the carp weren’t 

committed to feeding.

So, 2  months in to overnighters 

and I  now do upto 5 in a row. I 

have been committ ing mysel f 

to  one swim where possible as 

the lake has a feeding pol icy 

and provides al l  anglers  with 

5kg of  pel let  per  session.  As 

each overnighter  is  technical ly 

a  new session I  could get 

through 25kg a week.  I t  wasn’t 

growing the carp stuck in the 

sacks after  a l l , and the lakes 

being quiet  not  a  lot  was 

going in.  I  used the pel let  in 

2 ways -  bait ing the spots 

I  was f ishing with around a 

1kg of  pel let  when I  le f t  each 

morning and then used the 

other  2kg to try to c lear  some 

spots to give me and other 

anglers  some options.  I t  has 

been very rewarding watching 

the new spots come al ive with 

f izzing carp.  A couple more 

weeks and they’ l l  be ready to 

start  f ishing!!

I  know they’ l l  be people 

thinking I ’m lucky to be able 

to do 5 nights a week, but  then 

I  set  my l i fe  up to be able to 

do this .  We al l  make choices in 

l i fe.  I  don’t  have a house and 

mortgage.  I  don’t  have chi ldren 

and I  gave up on women after 

my last  re lat ionship.  The 

only commitment I  have is  to 

my work unit .   I ’m about as 

f ree as i t  gets and I ’m loving 

l i fe.  Not sure I ’ l l  be doing 

the overnighters through 

the winter  but  I ’ l l  cross that 

br idge when i t  comes to i t . 

I ’m glad I  made the decisions 

I  did.  Waking up lake s ide 

each morning is  a  great  start 

to the day.  As they say -  ‘ef fort 

equals  rewards’ .  So far, I ’d 

have to agree. 
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“SAVAY” 
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AND CARP THAT ROLL” 
BACK PRINT:  
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JOHN HARRY
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ARE MADE” 
BACK PRINT: LEGEND, 
DRAWN BY LEN GURD WITH 
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+£4.95*

£32.95 
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BC WITH “WHERE LEGENDS 
ARE MADE” 
BACK PRINT: LEGEND, 
DRAWN BY LEN GURD WITH 
“STAND CLEAR APPRENTICE 
LEGEND”

£32.95 
+£4.95*

£32.95 
+£4.95*

£32.95 
+£4.95*

POLO 
SHIRT 
£29.95 

+£4.95*

SWEAT 
SHIRT 
£29.95 

+£4.95*

T- 
SHIRT 
£12.95 

+£4.95*

JOGGERS 
£32.95 

+£4.95*

LONG- 
SLEEVE T 

£16.95 
+£4.95*

BEANIE 
HAT 

£10.95 
+£4.95*

CAP 
£9.95 

+£4.95*

Only available in Black

HOW TO ORDER: 
1) Choose Garment 
2) Choose Design A, B or C 
3) Choose Colour 
4) Choose Size: S, M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL or XXXXL 
Place your order online at THE BIG CARP SHOP 
www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk 
Phone the order hotline 07768 731425 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 9.00AM UNTIL 9.00PM

RANGE AVAILABLE: ZIP HOODIE, SWEAT SHIRT, POLO SHIRT, T-SHIRT, TRAKKIE 
BOTTOMS, BEANIE HAT, BASEBALL HAT – ALL MADE USING TOP QUALITY 

GARMENTS – AVAILABLE IN 9 DIFFERENT COLOURS (Black, Grey Marl, Red, 
Navy, Bottle Green, White, Orange, Royal Blue and Brown) 

Please note the designs are only on the tops, but the Union Jack BC appears on all garments

BIGCARPMAGAZINE.CO.UK

*All orders subject to a 
postage charge of £4.95 for 

‘Signed Delivery’. 
PLEASE ALLOW TEN DAYS

NEW SUBTLE JUST THE BC LOGO see website 
for details
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MY GO TO RIG:MY GO TO RIG:
THE D-RIGTHE D-RIG

BigCarp 105

EXCLUSIVE

The D Rig  has  now been my 

go-to  for  a  number  o f  years , 

idea l  to  present  a  ba lanced bai t 

on  c lean lakebeds, su i tab le  for 

a  var iety  o f  s i tuat ions .

The s impl ic i ty  o f  the  r ig  is 

something that  f i rs t  at t racted 

me to  i t  -  I  wanted something I 

knew wouldn’t  tangle  and could 

reset  i tse l f.  F ish ing st ra ight 

f luro  ( IQ2) , I  a lso  knew the r ig 

would  be  pret ty  much inv is ib le 

on the  lakebed.

I  use  IQ2 in  15 lb  I  th ink  i t ’s 

the  per fect  mix  o f  be ing st i f f 

enough to  keep your  hookbai t 
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away f rom your  lead, but  supple 

enough that  the  hookbai t  can 

be  sucked up no matter  which 

angle  the  carp  approaches  the 

bai t  f rom.

I  a lways  f ish  th is  r ig  with  a 

ba lanced bai t , which f i rs t ly 

means the  hookbai t  wi l l  s i t 

just  above the  hook, a lmost 

camouf laging i t , but  a lso  reacts 

quick ly  when sucked in  and wi l l 

f ly  back into  the  carp’s  mouth, 

o f fer ing per fect  hook ho lds , 

which is  why the  hook to  land 

rat io  on th is  r ig  is  as  good as 

anything I ’ve  ever  used.  This 

for  me is  the  most  important 

part  o f  any r ig, the  type o f 

f i sh ing I ’m doing I  want  to  land 

everything I  hook.

I ’ l l  a lways  use  th is  r ig  with 

a  s ize  4  or  6  Kamakura  Wide 

Gape X, a  pattern  I  have utmost 

conf idence in .  The in-turned 

eye o f  the  Wide Gape a lmost 

acts  l ike  a  k icker, c reat ing a 

love ly  angle, a id ing hooking 

resul ts .

I  a lways  add a  smal l  sect ion 

o f  s i l icone tubing around the 
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EXCLUSIVE

hook’s  shank, extending the  D, 

making i t  n ice  and long g iv ing 

the  hook and hookbai t  more 

movement .  When the  hookbai t 

i s  p icked up, i t  can s l ide  on the 

D, forc ing the  hook downwards 

into  a  ‘hooking’  pos i t ion .

Last ly, I  use  a  Micro  Ring 

Swive l  to  at tach my bai t , 

meaning I  can use  a  var iety  o f 

hookbai ts .  I  don’t  pul l  the  bai t 

a l l  the  way onto  the  swive l  just 

the  f i rs t  eye  o f  the  r ing swive l , 

a l lowing a  l i t t le  more  d istance 

between hook and hookbai t .
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Willow Foundation
Catch of the Day 2025
Love fishing? Join our virtual Catch of the Day 
event this August. Take part from anywhere in the 
UK and raise vital funds to help provide special 
experiences for seriously ill young adult. Date – 
From Midday 1 August to Midday 3 August
Location – Anywhere – at your local lake or 
favourite fishing spot. Cost – Free to take part! By 
raising £20, you’ll receive a free t-shirt in the post.
Willow is casting its net, far and wide! We’re 
launching a new virtual fishing event. This virtual 
experience invites everyone, across the UK to join 
in the fun—at your local lakes or favourite fishing 
spots, whilst raising vital funds for Willow. By 
signing up you’ll be part of a fishing community 
with insight from the likes of David Seaman MBE, 
Tom Maker, Scott Lloyd and Carl Smith. You can 
take part with friends and family, with prizes 
being awarded to the biggest catch in both under 
16s and over 16s categories—any species counts! 
Competition will run from midday Friday to 
midday Sunday, with participants able to fish for 
any length of time within those parameters. 
Enter today and fundraise £20 to receive a free 
Catch of the Day 2025 t-shirt, then get planning to 
fish at your favourite spot from 1-3 August
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F R E E L I N E  6

T h e  Wo r l d  C a r p  C l a s s i c  h a s  c o m e  a  l o n g  way  s i n c e  I  fo u n d e d 
i t  b a c k  i n  1 9 9 8 .  Fro m  h u m b l e  b e g i n n i n g s  t o  n o w  h av i n g  5 7 
c o u n t r i e s  re p re s e n t e d  a n d  t h o u s a n d s  o f  p a s s i o n a t e  a n g l e r s 
t a k i n g  p a r t ,  i t ’ s  b e e n  i n c re d i b l e  t o  w i t n e s s  t h e  g ro w t h  o f 
c a r p  a n g l i n g  a c ro s s  E u ro p e .

To d ay,  I ’ m  p ro u d  t o  s h a re  t h a t  we ’ re  o n c e  a g a i n  p u s h i n g 
t h e  b o u n d a r i e s — t h i s  t i m e  by  p i o n e e r i n g  E u ro p e a n - s t y l e 
c a r p  a n g l i n g  i n  C h i n a .  T h i s  exc i t i n g  n e w  c h a p t e r  b e g a n 
w i t h  a  h i s t o r i c  a g re e m e n t  s i g n e d  by  J a m e s  Z h o u  o n  b e h a l f 
o f  o u r  C h i n e s e  p a r t n e r s .  F i t t i n g ly,  t h e  s i g n i n g  t o o k  p l a c e 
i n  t h e  m a g n i f i c e n t  G re a t  H a l l  o f  A r u n d e l  C a s t l e ,  o n  a  t a b l e 
b e a u t i f u l ly  i n l a i d  w i t h  j a d e — a  t r u ly  s y m b o l i c  m o m e n t .

O u r  f i r s t  e ve n t  i n  C h i n a  i s  s e t  t o  l a u n c h  l a t e r  t h i s  ye a r, 
w i t h  a  f u l l  n a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u re  ro l l i n g  o u t  i n  2 0 2 6 .  W i t h  9 0 
m i l l i o n  re g i s t e re d  a n g l e r s  i n  C h i n a  a n d  a  p h e n o m e n a l  t e a m 
o n  t h e  g ro u n d ,  I ’ m  c o n f i d e n t  we ’ l l  b u i l d  t h e  s a m e  s u c c e s s 
a n d  l e g a c y  t h a t  we ’ ve  a c h i e ve d  i n  E u ro p e .

WORLD 
CARP 
CLASSIC OFF 
TO CHINA
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Carp Chat

This year there will  be:
• Talks
• Angling companies demonstrating their products around 

the lake
• Angling Trust coaches helping youngsters to catch their 

f irst  f ish
• Casting demo’s and tuition
• Vintage tackle displays including a range of  ‘Carp Catchers 

Club’  items
• Vintage tackle and book sales
• An auction including many of  the late Chris Ball ’s  books 

plus other significant items
• Delicious food and drink
and much more . . .
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T h e  F r i m l e y  c h a r i t y  e v e n t  i n  a i d  o f  P h y l i s  Tu c k w e l l 
H o s p i c e  i s  o n  t h e  2 9 t h - 3 1 s t  o f  A u g u s t .  T h i s  i s  a n  a b s o l u t e l y 
f a n t a s t i c  e v e n t .  T h e  a t m o s p h e r e  i s  a m a z i n g .  L o t s  o f  s m i l e s 
a n d  p l e n t y  o f  b i g  b i g  f i s h  a r e  c a u g h t  e v e r y  y e a r.  T h e  r a f f l e 
h a s  1 0 0 0 ’ s  o f  £ ’ s  w o r t h  o f  p r i z e s .  T h e  b b q  i s  t h e  b e s t  y o u ’ l l 
h a v e  s e e n  !

P i t  3  c a r p  t o  o v e r  5 6 l b .  A b o u t  2 7  x  4 0 ’ s  a n d  a b o u t  3 - 4  x 
5 0 ’ s  o r  m o r e  £ 3 0 0  p e r  s p a c e .  D r a w  o n  t h e  F r i d a y  m o r n i n g 
o f  t h e  e v e n t .  Wa t e r c r a f t  d r a w.

TICKETS FOR  THE 
PHYLIS TUCKWELL 
CHARITY
EVENT AT FRIMLEY
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P i t  1  h a s  l o a d s  o f  o l d  o r i g i n a l  f i s h  t o  w e l l  o v e r  4 0 l b .  S o m e 
p r o p e r  s t u n n i n g  d a r k  L e n e y s  t o o .  A  v e r y  c a r p y  l o o k i n g 
w a t e r  £ 1 5 0  p e r  s p a c e

P i t  2  i s  f i l l e d  w i t h  c a r p  t o  n e a r  4 0 .  T h i s  i s  a  p e r f e c t  w a t e r 
i f  y o u  w a n t  t o  c a t c h .  T h e y  l o v e  a  s u r f a c e  b a i t  i n  h e r e  t o o . 
A g a i n  s o m e  l o v e l y  d a r k  s c a l e y s  i n  h e r e .  £ 1 5 0  p e r  s p a c e

I f  y o u  w a n t  i n ,  b e  q u i c k .  S p a c e s  g o  f a s t .  O n c e  t h e y  a r e 
g o n e  t h e y  a r e  g o n e  C a l l  0 1 2 5 2  5 9 8 4 1 1 .  P a y m e n t  a t  t i m e  o f 
c a l l  O r  m e s s a g e  R a i n  F r i m l e y.
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Offered in  associat ion once again with Reading and District 
Angl ing Associat ion,  take part  to  win exclusive access  to  their 
renowned ‘ Junction 12’  carp lake for  48 hours accompanied 
by four legends of  carp angl ing.

As in  2023 and 2024,  Terry Hearn,  Oz Holness ,  Tom Stokes 
and Nick Hel leur have generously  donated their  t ime to  give 
4  lucky winners  the ult imate carp session.  The four prize 
winners  wil l  have exclusive access  to  Junction 12 on Friday 
20th to  Sunday 22nd June 2025.  The 15-acre lake is  reported 
to  hold up to  500 carp with 12 dif ferent  known 40lb+ f ish 
present .

In  addit ion,  our winners  wil l  enjoy homemade stew by the 
bank on the Friday and a  social  BBQ on the Saturday courtesy 

ANGLING TRUST 
MEGA COMP
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Carp Chat

of  RDAA.  These are great  opportunit ies  for  everyone to  get 
together,  meet  one another and ask questions of  the other 
anglers .

Tickets  for  a  chance to  win are just  £2 –  s imply decide which 
legend you would l ike to  f ish with or  buy t ickets  for  al l  four! 
Al l  proceeds from the draw wil l  be used to  continue our work 
to  protect ,  promote and develop angl ing.

F R E E L I N E  1 3
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I  am pleased to  announce that  the Fishabil  Chal lenge wil l 
commence on October 4th to  the 10th.  Ful l  Detai ls  to  fol low. 
I f  you are interested,  please use and subscribe to  the email 
f ishabi l .chal lenge@gmail .com

J’ai  le  plaisir  de vous annoncer que le  prochain Fishabil 
Chal lenge se  déroulera du 4 au 10 octobre.  Veui l lez  trouver 
tout  les  détai ls  c i -dessous.  S i  vous êtes  intéressé(e) ,  veui l lez 
suivre les  instructions et  vous inscrire  à  l ’e-mail  f ishabi l .
chal lenge@gmail .com

FISHABIL
CHALLENGE 2025



Carp Chat

F R E E L I N E  1 6

I  am pleased to  announce that  the Fishabil  Chal lenge wil l 
commence on October 4th to  the 10th.  Ful l  Detai ls  to  fol low. 
I f  you are interested,  please use and subscribe to  the email 
f ishabi l .chal lenge@gmail .com

J’ai  le  plaisir  de vous annoncer que le  prochain Fishabil 
Chal lenge se  déroulera du 4 au 10 octobre.  Veui l lez  trouver 
tout  les  détai ls  c i -dessous.  S i  vous êtes  intéressé(e) ,  veui l lez 
suivre les  instructions et  vous inscrire  à  l ’e-mail  f ishabi l .
chal lenge@gmail .com

FISHABIL
CHALLENGE 2025

We are  lookin g  for  an  act ive  semi  ret ired  person who loves  a l l 
th ings  f i shin g .  Thi s  p osi t ion  is  to  jo in  a  re l iable ,  resourceful , 
profess ion al  an d trustworthy  team who have  the  f i shery ’s 
b e st  interests  i n  m i n d .

Please don’t  message on here Please email :  Enquiries@
orchid-lakes .co .uk With some detai ls  about  yourself  and we 
wil l  contact  you

ORCHID REQUIRE
A PART TIME 
BAILIFF
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Late May, June and July are peak hay fever season. Unfortunately this 
is when grass pollen is at its highest and 95% of hay fever sufferers 
are allergic to grass pollen. There are many ways that anglers can help 
tackle their allergy symptoms and still enjoy their fishing. Airborne 
allergens expert and creator of HayMax allergen barrier balm, Max 
Wiseberg offers his advice to anglers with hay fever this summer.
“Hay fever is a result of our immune system’s overreaction to innocuous 
allergens such as pollen. The body’s reaction to pollen is to produce 
histamines. Normal amounts of histamines in your brain are good 
– they keep you alert, attentive and awake. But, when there are too 
many in your body, they produce the various symptoms common to 
hay fever sufferers including sneezing, a runny nose, nasal congestion, 
itchy eyes, watery eyes, streaming eyes, swollen eyes, and an itchy 
nose and throat.”
“My eight pillars of wisdom for anglers with hay fever this summer 
are:”
“Time your angling trips to avoid peak pollen. You should avoid going 
out fishing – or even being outdoors – when the pollen count is highest, 
generally first thing in the morning and early evening, especially on 
dry, warm, sunny days.”
 “Use HayMax daily. Apply this organic drug-free allergen barrier balm 
first thing in the morning, before you go to bed at night and before 
going out fishing during the day. HayMax (haymax.biz) has been proven 
to trap over one third of pollen particles [1] and is suitable for anglers 

MANAGE YOUR HAY 
FEVER WITH 
HAYMAX
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as it is drug-free and non-drowsy, so won’t affect your concentration.”
 “Wear clean clothes each time you go out fishing. If you wash your 
clothes after each trip, you will have clean, pollen free clothes for 
next time. Make sure you dry them indoors rather than on an outdoor 
clothes line or dryer to prevent pollen particles being blown onto it by 
the wind.”
 “Stop pollen getting in your hair. Tie up long hair and wear a cap or 
hat whilst out fishing. A cap or other head cover will help stop pollen 
particles being caught in your hair.”
 “Stop pollen getting in your eyes. Wear wraparound sunglasses whilst 
angling. Not only will this protect your eyes from the sun, but will help 
stop pollen particles getting in your eyes. And apply an allergen barrier 
balm around the sockets of your eyes to help trap pollen.”
“Stay well hydrated. Make sure you drink plenty of water on your fishing 
trip, as this will help symptoms; being dehydrated makes symptoms 
feel worse.”
“Eat lots of fruit and vegetables. This will help you stay healthy and 
support your immune system. Red onions, kale, cherry tomatoes, 
broccoli, blueberries and apples are good sources of quercetin, which 
is thought to limit the release of histamine, the chemical that sets off 
allergy symptoms in your body. Take cherry tomatoes, blueberries and 
apples with you to snack on.”
“Shower and change your clothes after fishing. Take a shower when you 
return home to wash away allergens so that they can’t cause a reaction. 
If you change your clothes after being out, this will reduce the amount 
of pollen you bring back indoors.”
“So, there you have it – a few simple ideas that could make all the 
difference to those nasty symptoms and help you enjoy your angling 
despite your hay fever! If you would like more advice visit my Hay Fever 
Guide at www.haymax.biz/hay-fever.”
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NITE WATCHES
OPTIONAL
STRAPS

Nite watches now offer  a  range of  straps for  i ts  watches .  You 
can match up the watch you l ike with the strap that  suits  your 
style  and needs.
The range includes rubber,  leather,  webbing and bracelet 
a lernatives  often with a  range of  colours  to  suit .
As  a  Brit ish company,  we craft  c lassical ly  designed watches 
that  are bui lt  to  endure al l  condit ions ,  from the elements  to  the 
ocean,  wind,  and cold,  ensuring confidence in  every s ituation.
Nite  Watches have only  used the f inest
components .  Al l  our have Swiss-made movements  & sel f -
powered Trit ium i l lumination,  the very best  watch i l lumination 
technology.
•  www.nitewatches .com 
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HSD have manufactured f ive 
new shorts ,  they are designed 
for  summertime ease in  mid-
weight  cotton terry.  The HSD 
french terry shorts  of fer  a 
comfortable  f i t  that  lets  you 
move
 freely,  the HSD logo is  print-
ed on the left  leg  in  a  curat-
ed range of  colors  who pairs 
perfect ly  with many others 
i tems in  our range,  you can 
choose one or  more to  get  a 
great  styl ish look.
•  www.hotspotdesign.com

HSD FRENCH
TERRY SHORTS
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NITEWATCHES.COM

TRITIUM 
ILLUMINATION

SAPPHIRE
CRYSTAL

5 YEAR
WARRANTY

SWISS-MADE
MOVEMENT

Tried, tested and guaranteed, Nite watches are made with quality Swiss-made components, 
super bright tritium illumination and most importantly are designed to be worn doing what you love.   

Tight Lines !

HAWK NIGHT FALLALPHA SHADOW

THERE’S NO SUCH THING AS A FISHING WATCH 
UNLESS YOU FISH AT... NITE! 
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The Thrive™ Family grows: 
CamelBak introduces the new 
Flip Straw and Chug bottles, 
combining comfort ,  durability, 
and effortless hydration for 
any adventure.  CamelBak®, 
the global leader in personal 
hydration products known for 
hydrating outdoor enthusiasts 
and athletes for 35 years,  has 
launched the new Thrive™ Flip 
Straw and Thrive™ Chug, a range 
of  reusable and sustainable 
outdoor and everyday bottles.

Now available to consumers, 
the new bottles expand the 
Thrive Collection,  a versatile 
hydration solution that already 
includes the Thrive Mug 500ml, 

Thrive Mug 1L,  Thrive Tumbler 
600ml,  and Thrive Tumbler 
900ml.

The new Thrive Fl ip 
Straw and Thrive Chug are 
durable ,  dishwasher safe ,  and 
comfortable  to  hold,  carry and 
to  drink from.  They feature 
100% leak proof  caps,  with two 
dif ferent  drinking interfaces .

Al l  bott les  are avai lable  in  a 
vacuum stainless  steel  (VSS) 
version,  featuring integrated 
si l icone bumpers .  The durable 
ful l  powder coat  f inish 
provides a  long-last ing colour 
ef fect ,  while  the double-wall 
vacuum insulat ion ensures 
drinks stay hot  or  cold for 
hours .

The new designs of  the 
Thrive Fl ip  Straw and Thrive 
Chug have been engineered 
to  be easy to  use and styl ish. 
Whether out  for  a  walk and 
hydrating on the trai ls ,  or  on 
the road to  the next  meeting, 
the new products  offer  an 
excel lent  drinking experience.
•  www.camelback.co.uk
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DEREK STRITTON

Rob has been kind enough to  give me a  second chance to 
recal l  some of  my early  thoughts  fol lowing on from many 
years  of  carp f ishing and my last  “old school”  piece ,  so  before 
I  forget  what  I  want  to  say,  which can be a  problem at  my age, 
I ’d  better  get  on with i t !

One of  the stories  I  often tel l  about  my very early  days of 
trying to  catch carp from the various ponds in  Epping Forest  is 
about  the t ime I  spent  at  a  place my fr iends and I  came to cal l 
Goldings Hi l l  inner pond.  The outer  pond is  st i l l  there ,  stocked 
with f ish ,  and avai lable  today.  I  know nothing of  the inner 
pond now,  but  then,  i t  was a  small ,  overgrown forest  pond, 
one of  the most  haunting places  I  ever  f ished.  We convinced 
ourselves  i t  contained carp of  monster  proportions.  I  f ished 
there every Friday night  throughout  an entire  summer before 
eventual ly  gett ing a  run!  I t  turned out  to  be a  newt of  huge 
size!  I t  was so big  that  when I  viewed it  that  night  in  the 
torchl ight ,  i t  was l ike a  prehistoric  monster!
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Fast  forward 50 years ,  and I  was at  the Brentwood show 
earl ier  this  year,  on the Carp Society  stand,  when a  younger 
angler  came over to  speak to  me about  years  past ,  and especial ly 
my t ime on the Forest  Ponds.  I  laughed when speaking to  him 
about  the huge excitement of  those t imes,  and the not  knowing 
element .  I  mentioned Goldings Hi l l ,  and he asked how we did. 
“ Just  a  newt for  a  whole  summer’s  f ishing,”  was my init ial 
reply,  “but  I  did rather  well  real ly  with that  newt!”  He looked 
at  me as  i f  I  was mad!  And then I  fol lowed up with,  “The lake 
dried up the fol lowing year  and there were no carp in  there!” 
Many of  you wil l  think that ’s  mad,  but  the sheer joy of  not 
knowing,  and the excitement of  hoping was for  me one of  the 
joys  of  early  carp f ishing.

When I  left  the Savay Syndicate  in  1981,  I  was fortunate 
enough to  hold a  t icket  for  North Harrow Waltonians,  and when 
I  f irst  walked the banks there that  feel ing of  not  knowing was 
as  important  to  me then as  i t  had been many years  earl ier. 
That  was fuel led even further  when Lee Jackson who arrived 
on the lake the same year as  me landed a  40lb f ish on his 
f irst  session there.  I  had two wonderful  years  f ishing there on 
a  regular  basis ,  catching some special  f ish ,  before the word 
was ful ly  out  and I  fe lt  the need to  move on.  Throughout  my 
f ishing,  I  have tr ied to  f ish lakes where the f ish are relat ively 
unknown and without  names,  even though I  have mixed this 
with a  number of  the old circuit  waters .  I  know modern day 
carp anglers  reconci le  f ishing for  known f ish,  with the term 
“target”  or  “history ”  but  for  me nothing beats  that  feel ing of 
new or unknown!

My early  years  of  f ishing in  France,  mirror  that  view.  I  never 
made i t  down to Cassien in  the early  years ,  primari ly  because I 
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had a  young family  and was always trying to  reconci le  a  family 
hol iday with a  few hours’  f ishing here and there.  Although I 
wasn’t  too successful  during those tr ips ,  they st i l l  encompassed 
for  me that  “not  knowing aspect ,”  as  we would often just  plot  up 
beside a  lake and f ish with no prior  information or  knowledge, 
and every now and again I  got  lucky!

My days of  doing talks  or  show sl ides  to  groups are thankful ly 
long since over,  and nor,  on the basis  of  my f ishing,  would 
there be a  demand for  me to  do so .  That  said ,  a  year  or  so 
ago however,  I  did agree to  do something for  a  local  c lub and 
pref ixed what  I  had to  say by asking why i t  was that  every 
modern day carp angler  of  the t ime had a  beard and felt  the 
need to  wear a  pair  of  “Vass  Waders?”  My comments  received 
varied reviews and comments .  I  a lso put  up a  s l ide of  myself 
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f ishing in  the 1980s and suggested that  while  fashions had 
changed somewhat ,  they had always existed!  When I  f irst 
started carp f ishing,  the only  c lothing avai lable  was ex-army 
surplus stuff . 

Late  1960s early  1970s were the “ f lying suit  years!”  Then 
came the padded pi lot  suits ,  a lso army surplus .  Those 
camouflage trousers  st i l l  in  use today were also around!  Later 
on in  the 1970s came moon boots ,  the saviour of  cold feet  when 
f ishing in  the winter!  But  oh,  they were not  bui l t  for  walking 
distances in!  Then there were “Kevin Maddocks jumpers”  and 
Derri  boots ,  not  to  mention those droopy moustaches!  Anyone 
remember those teddy bear suits?  What  about  green and blue 
Dartex suits?  How many of  you remember the “Famous Five?” 
Rob could tel l  you al l  about  them; indeed I  hope he does!  In 
the years  that  fol lowed,  we al l  convinced ourselves  to  wear 
garish colours ,  and i t  made no dif ference!  And now we are 
al l  back in  camouflage,  hoodies  and the l ike!  When you reach 
my age,  i t  just  a l l  makes you smile ,  but  to  some it ’s  a l l  a  bit 
too serious!  I  a lways al low myself  a  wry smile  when Maggie 
and I  are  on the ferry to  France,  which we do often each year, 
dressed as  normal  passengers ,  and see the carp uniforms on 
display –  not  intended to  be offensive by the way!

I  mentioned my long-term friend Fred Wilton,  in  my last 
“old school”  piece .  He is  not  mentioned enough in  today ’s 
angl ing scene,  but  i f  I  can take you back to  the 1970s for  a 
while ,  I ’ l l  te l l  you a  few stories  that  might  make those of  you 
who were around at  the t ime smile .  To begin I ’ l l  make myself 
look stupid!  When I  f irst  found out  about  Fred’s  PYM (dried 
yeast  bird food supplement bait) ,  I  managed to  source al l  of 
the ingredients  required to  make i t ,  except  the PYM! Instead 
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I  purchase another yeast  derivative ,  which I  didn’t  know was 
act ive!  Anyway,  I  made my boi l ies ,  put  them in a  box and beat 
my way off  to  Moor Hal l  lakes in  Ockendon Essex to  do great 
s laughter!  Because of  the act ive nature of  the yeast ,  by the 
t ime I  arrived at  the lakes ,  my marble  s ized baits  had grown 
to footbal ls ,  pushed the l id  off  the bait  box and were c lose to 
pushing the boot  l id  of  the car  open!  Oops!  I  was soon lucky 
enough to  not  only  meet  Fred but  to  f ish with him and his 
baits ,  and other stories  began to  emerge! 

One or  two fr iends have been kind enough to  comment about 
my last  “Old School”  piece .  Although they said they enjoyed i t , 
they also added they would have l iked me to  say more about 
the “Wilton Years”  and also the coming of  the “hair  r ig .”  I ’ l l 
begin with Fred,  whose thoughts ,  ideas and practices  impacted 
so much on my own f ishing and that  of  every angler  who has 
fol lowed.  Fred’s  idea that  carp would benefit  from and learn 
to  eat  a  high nutrit ional  food was l ight  years  ahead of  i ts  day. 
To not  only  put  together a  bait  that  was good for  the f ish ,  g ive 
i t  a  “ label”  that  dist inguished i t  from other baits ,  and then to 
put  a  skin on i t  to  prevent  i t  being taken by many other species 
was s imply bri l l iant .  We could bait  up knowing the bait  would 
st i l l  be  intact  when the carp came upon it ,  and those of  us  who 
were lucky enough to  use i t  s imply improved our catch rates 
beyond al l  comprehension.  My recol lect ions of  those years , 
however,  are  as  much about  the fun and fr iendships as  the 
actual  f ishing.  Fred is  not  only  a  very intel l igent  and thoughtful 
guy;  he also has a  sense of  humour far  beyond that  of  most . 
His  abi l i ty  to  tease,  torment and abuse ( in  a  pleasant  way) 
knew few boundaries ,  and whenever our group:  Bob Morris , 
Robin Monday,  Alan King,  Fred and I  f ished together there was 
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always much banter  and laughter,  l i t t le  of  which was ever  at 
Fred’s  expense. 

At  the t ime when Fred published his  original  bait  recipe,  i t 
was only  avai lable  to  those who were members of  the Brit ish 
Carp Study Group.  Carp f ishing was very secretive in  those 
days and people  didn’t  pass  i t  on.  At  the t ime Fred worked as  a 
dockworker in  the East  End docks.  Other anglers  who worked 
with him were anxious to  f ind out  what  bait  he was catching 
carp on but  didn’t  want  to  ask him direct ly.  Eventual ly  Fred 
was told this  story!  One of  them was heard to  say during a  tea 
break at  the t ime that  he had been told the bait  was made up 
of  milk  protein ,  lactalbumen,  vitamins and minerals ,  budgie 
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food supplement and eggs .  But ,  “he knew that  was a  wind up 
and would go on trying to  f ind out  what  i t  real ly  was!”  I  wonder 
how he feels  now…

Also on Fred’s  bait  theme,  a  story that  many of  you sl ightly 
older  guys should be able  to  identi fy  with… When Fred 
published PYM and his  original  bait  ideas ,  i t  quickly  became 
apparent  that  he would need to  develop a  new and unknown 
attractor/label  for  his  HNV bait .  The one he decided upon was 
a  food addit ive ,  which was nicknamed “Red Devi l .”  A number 
of  people ,  the late ,  great ,  Ian Booker included,  concluded that 
this  must  be “Robin Red” bird food addit ive just  l ike  PYM.  Ian 
and many others  went  on to  catch many carp as  a  result ,  but  I 
can confirm Robin Red had nothing to  do with Red Devi l !  We 
al l  make mistakes and jump to the wrong conclusions,  but  as 
they go in  f ishing,  this  one wasn’t  too bad a  mistake as  things 
turned out ,  as  Ian absolutely  captivated both the Big  Lake and 
Tip Lake f ish using i t  in  his  baits!

With apologies  to  those of  you who have heard me tel l  the 
fol lowing stories  before ,  but  they wil l  g ive you an idea of 
how things used to  be,  and the banter  that  went  on between 
the group.  While  f ishing on Darenth big  lake one morning,  I 
looked across  to  the long is land from the White  Post  swim.  A 
movement led me to  concentrate  long enough to  see a  rabbit 
run along the margin of  the is land.  Now this  got  me to  thinking, 
how on earth a  rabbit  got  onto the is land.  Later  that  day I 
mentioned i t  to  Bob,  who in  turn mentioned i t  to  Fred.  To cut 
a  long story short ,  I  then spent  12 months of  misery being 
teased about  Rabbit  Is land,  as  everyone else  c lamed they ’d 
never seen one out  there.  The fol lowing winter,  Bob revealed 
that  when the lake was frozen over and there was a  covering of 
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sleet ,  he could see rabbit  footprints  leading over to  the is land. 
I t  seemed at  last  my misery was over!  The fol lowing summer,  I 
was sat  talking to  Fred when he mentioned to  me that  he had 
also seen a  rabbit  in  the water  by the long is land.  There was a 
hint  of  sympathy in  his  voice ,  and I  fe l l  straight  into his  lair  as 
a  result .  “What  was i t  doing?”  I  asked rather  fool ishly!  “Breast 
stroke,”  he said ,  before roaring with laughter!  That  was the 
beginning of  a  further  year  of  torment!

Mind you,  I  wasn’t  the only  one to  suffer.  One evening,  we 
were al l  f ishing in  adjacent  swims when Robin came along 
explaining he had just  lost  a  real ly  big  carp after  quite  a  long 
f ight .  Because there was st i l l  a  degree of  unknown in those 
days ,  such an event  was always of  interest ,  and he duly  got 
sympathetic  comments  from us al l .  A  few days later,  we were 
again f ishing similar  swims.  Bob,  Rob and I  were gathered 
together talking when a  s l ightly  excited Mr.  Wilton arrived in 
our swim.  “Rob,”  he said .  “ I ’ve  been thinking about  the f ish 
you lost  the other  night .  I  think I ’ve  worked out  a  formula 
to  tel l  you how big  i t  was.”  We al l  l istened intently  to  what 
fol lowed as  Fred explained:  “ I f  you measure the angle  of  the 
bend in  the rod,  mult iply  i t  by two and then divide i t  by the 
t ime you had the f ish on,  i t  g ives  you an exact  weight .”  Fred 
was always coming up with theories ,  but  this  one sounded a  bit 
extreme!  “OK then,”  said Rob.  “ I f  that ’s  the case ,  what  did my 
f ish weigh?”  “Seventeen pounds and ten ounces ,”  said a  very 
assured Fred.  “But  how can you be sure of  that?”  asked Rob 
again.  Fred’s  response was c lassic ,  “Because I ’ve  just  caught 
i t ,  and i t ’s  st i l l  got  your hook l ink in  i ts  mouth,”  with which 
he began roaring with laughter!  At  least  that  spared me being 
r ibbed about  the rabbit  for  a  few weeks!  Fred’s  bait  was a  real 
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game changer.
When the “hair  r ig”  arrived,  i t  was no more or  less  inf luential 

on what  happened to  carp f ishing in  the years  that  fol lowed.  I 
learned about  both bait  and the hair  from my t ime at  Darenth, 
but  i t  wasn’t  unti l  I  took both to  various waters ,  both in  Essex 
and the Colne Val ley that  I  began to  real ise  their  true impact 
on carp f ishing.  On one particular  Essex venue after  bait ing 
up,  I  landed the biggest  carp in  the venue within an hour of 
start ing to  f ish there.  I  then went  on to  catch loads more,  and 
I  later  discovered that  I  was the only  angler  there using boi led 
baits  and the hair  r ig  combination.  Great  for  me,  but  man did 
I  suffer  from the “green-eyed monster”  brigade!  When Bob 
Morris  and I  joined Savay,  we set  up to  f ish on the f irst  evening, 
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leaving our balanced hair  r igged baits  c l ipped in  the butt  r ing 
before visit ing the pub for  something to  eat  and drink.  When 
we got  back to  the lake,  a l l  of  our baits  had been dropped into 
the margin.  The fol lowing day we were told by the person who 
had done i t  to  keep our r igs  a  secret ,  as  many of  the syndicate 
didn’t  know about  the hair  r ig!  That  was 1981!  That  the “hair 
r ig”  coupled with skinned HNV baits  made catching carp far 
easier  than i t  had ever previously  been cannot  be argued.  So, 
thanks to  Fred,  Lenny Middleton and Kevin Maddocks for  that . 
They init iated the growth in  carp f ishing interest  that  has 
continued ever s ince.

As someone who has been around for  quite  a  while ,  I  often 
al low myself  a  wry smile  at  the latest  new rig  development 
or  change.  An example of  this  goes back to  rotary r igs ,  which 
we came to use at  Darenth in  the mid 1970s.  We cal led i t  “ the 
whirl ing Ted Smith r ig”  after  the bloke who we thought  had 
invented i t .  I t  was then used later  by a  number of  wel l -known 
anglers ,  who by virtue of  a  s l ight  change claimed some credit 
for  the idea.  I t  then eventual ly  emerged as  “the chod” albeit 
a  shorter  version,  f ished with a  pop-up.  I  sometimes look 
on in  a  bewildered way watching how some of  today ’s  less 
experienced anglers  are hoodwinked to  jump onto the next 
new rig  development and fol low naively  the hype that  goes 
with them.  Some of  the stuff  I ’ve  viewed recently  contains  more 
ironmongery than a  scrap yard!  Most  of  the very successful 
carp anglers  I  know have been using the same,  or  very s imilar, 
r ig  setup for  many years  and catch a  lot  of  carp doing so . 
What ’s  the saying? I f  i t  a in’t  broke don’t  f ix  i t ,  as  wel l  as  “Goes 
around,  comes around!”

Around 30-plus years  ago,  I  found myself  spending lots  of 
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t ime f ishing in  Norfolk ,  s imply because I  was once again trying 
to  juggle  an attempt to  spend more t ime with the family,  whilst 
st i l l  being able  to  get  out  f ishing.  We purchased a  caravan 
and used to  visit  Norfolk  from our Essex home most  weekends 
during the summer months.  We would eat  out  at  the local  pubs; 
I  would f ish on the Saturday,  on a  lake c lose to  the caravan, 
and we st i l l  had t ime to  do ”other stuff ”  as  a  family  as  wel l . 
The f ish on the lake were not  big ,  but  what  they lacked in  s ize 
they made up for  in  looks,  and I  loved the peace and quiet  of 
the f ishing.  Sadly  from my point  of  view,  eventual ly  the place 
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became more widely  known and the f ishing more popular. 

Init ial ly  I  thought  the f ish were gett ing damaged as  a  result 
of  the extra  attention from anglers ,  but  when I  turned up one 
spring to  f ind an electric  fence around the place ,  I  real ised 
there were more sinister  issues .  Otters  had arrived,  and my 
retreat  was under threat .  Though we sold the caravan a  good 
many years  ago,  we st i l l  regularly  vis it  Norfolk .  Unti l  a  year 
ago I  often travel led to  Wroxham to f ish for  pike on the Rive 
Bure.  One of  the reasons I  got  involved with the PAG (Predation 
Action Group) is  because of  my f irsthand experience of  otter 
predation in  Norfolk ,  both on the lake I  used to  f ish ,  the River 
Bure,  other  Norfolk  lakes ,  the Broads and rivers .  Norfolk  was 
one of  the f irst  areas to  suffer  otter  predation fol lowing the 
release of  captive bred otters  in  the Bungay area.  I t  was the 
devastating results  of  these releases that  led to  John Wilson 
forming the Predation Action Group.  There are st i l l  people 
who are in  denial  about  predation even now.  Well ,  sadly,  I 
can assure you i f  you haven’t  seen the ef fects  in  your part  of 
the world yet ,  just  be aware i t ’s  on the way.  From every area 
angl ing is  under threat:  abstraction,  pol lutants ,  red signal 
crayf ish,  goosanders ,  cormorants ,  mink and otters .  As  an old 
school  angler  of  three score and ten years  plus ,  why should I 
worry? It  goes without  saying that  I  do!

My re- involvement with the Carp Society  has enabled me to 
indulge my love of  the past  with other  fr iends.  The original 
idea came from Tim Paisley,  and now we have a  Carp Museum 
on our s ite  at  Horseshoe.  A Redmire Pool  display,  Brian Mil ls 
carving and stuffed f ish from Frensham ponds are accompanied 
by a  display about  the development of  buzzers ,  carp rods and 
reels .  As  t ime passes ,  there wil l  be books and other i tems 
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of  interest .  I f  you’re  old school  please come along and look. 
I f  you’ve anything to  donate ,  i t  would be most  welcome,  as 
we need to  celebrate  the past  whilst  investing in  the future. 
We have an open weekend on August  4 th and 5 th,  one of  the 
highl ights  of  which wil l  be an “old school  evening”  featuring 
Chris  Bal l ,  Len Arbery,  Mike Wilson,  Tim Paisley,  Kevin Cl i f ford 
and numerous others .  Come and join us  i f  you enjoy an old 
school  story or  two.

Once again,  I  f ind myself  thinking that  even after  al l  this 
writ ing,  i t ’s  the pictures  that  help tel l  the real  story of  my 
carp f ishing and i l lustrate  the passage of  t ime.  So here are 
some rod shots ,  places  and a  few f ish too.
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SITUATIONAL SITUATIONAL 
ANGLINGANGLING

ED TYMAN

In  a  world of  opinion,  debate and with al l  information openly 
accessible  instantly  via  the internet ,  i t ’s  easy to  approach your 
angl ing with pre-set  ideas or  approaches.  Before the world 
of  modern day carp f ishing,  the pioneers  and originators 
developed new tact ics ,  r ig  presentations,  bait  development 
and watercraft  based on the s ituation.  I t  was cause and effect 
back then! 

Now we al l  struggle  from t ime to  t ime,  and bel ieve me,  I ’m 
no stranger to  that .  I t  was recently  as  I  began my f irst  season 
on my new water  in  Norfolk ,  I  real ised just  how condit ioned 
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I  had become to what  I  was reading,  watching,  l iking and 
sharing!  During my f irst  few weeks on the water,  I  just  went 
in  with preconceived ideas about  what  would work and what 
wouldn’t .  I  was impatient  and ult imately  paid a  heavy price . 
We wil l  come to that  later. 

Without  question i f  you look at  what  separates  a  great  angler 
from an average one,  i t ’s  the abi l i ty  to  adapt  to  the condit ions 
r ight  in  front  of  you.  The abi l i ty  to  actual ly  understand the 
topography of  the lakebed,  movement of  the carp,  understand 
the incoming weather or  perhaps the behaviour of  your fel low 
anglers!  The l ist  is  endless ,  but  i t ’s  the abi l i ty  to  digest  i t 
a l l  and make sometimes subtle  and occasional ly  huge changes 
that  al lows great  anglers  to  be better  than the rest .

So i t  was back earl ier  at  the start  of  the season towards the 
end of  spring when I  got  my hands on my t icket .  The normal 
Googl ing for  information,  forum reading and the occasional 
walk round the lake kept  me busy beforehand,  but  the day had 
f inal ly  arrived,  and I  unlocked the heavy steel  gates  for  the 
f irst  t ime with the buzz you only  get  from entering a  new water 
for  the f irst  t ime.  As  I  drove the half-mile  down the bumpy, 
pot  hole  f i l led track past  the gravel  works,  I  fe l t  confident  and 
hungry to  prove I  had the r ight  ski l ls  to  catch some of  these 
stunning Norfolk  carp. 

The complex consisted of  seven lakes ,  but  I  decided to  tackle 
one of  the smaller,  tap-water  c lear,  f ive-acre pits ,  as  although 
not  home to the biggest  f ish on site ,  I  fe l t  they were by far  the 
best  looking.  After  an hour or  so leading around,  I  f l icked my 
go-to pop-up rigs  out ,  mounted a  white  pop-up and sat  back, 
a lmost  arrogant  and certainly  ignorant  to  my surroundings . 
This  was my normal  approach on previous waters ,  and I  had 
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This  was my normal  approach on previous waters ,  and I  had 
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every reason to  be confident .  I  had seen the reeds twitching 
and was certain carp were around.  This  confidence soon began 
to  drain away. 

I  had done a  few work overnighters  with no success .  I  had 
seen countless  decent  carp topping in  various areas ,  and I 
remember sitt ing there perplexed as  to  why my rods hadn’t 
screamed away!  The swims on the lake,  apart  from one,  are  al l 
on one bank.  Natural ly  the carp tend to  get  caught  from the 
opposing marginal  bank,  and yep,  you guessed i t ,  every man 
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and his  dog was bait ing and f ishing along this  far  margin.  On 
the fourth session of  the season,  I  was in ,  and i t  fe lt  l ike  a 
sol id  f ish .  The R3 alarm burst  into l i fe  at  2am,  and as  I  stood 
there with wet  feet  playing the f ish ,  I  remember the absolute 
desire  to  get  i t  landed and start  my account .  The f ish steamed 
across  the lake,  taking 40 or  so yards from the c lutch.  I  fe l t 
in  control  as  my head torch beamed across  the darkness .  Just 
when I  thought  I  was c lear  from the init ial  lunges ,  i t  was gone. 
The weight  was gone,  and so was the f ish .  I  sat  back,  and as 
the adrenal ine started to  dissipate ,  I  made a  brew and began 
to  l ick  my wounds. 

Now at  that  point ,  I  needed to  address  the s ituation,  but  I 
was st i l l  bl issful ly  unaware of  what  had happened and just  put 
i t  down to bad luck.  To cut  a  long and very painful  story short , 
this  exact  same procedure happened twice more before the 
s ituation became clear.  Only after  I  lost  what  I  bel ieved to  be 
one of  the big  girls  did I  force myself  to  adapt .  My confidence 
was in  bits ,  and the feel ing of  optimism on the new water  had 
been replaced by anger.  I  needed to  start  again,  str ip  i t  a l l 
back,  take stock of  what  I  had learnt  and rebuild .  I  needed to 
f ish to  the s ituation. 

So out  popped the marker rod,  my eyes were back open,  and 
I  was determined to  make the adjustments  needed.  Now this 
is  going to  sound ridiculous,  and yes ,  I  know how stupid i t  is… 
It  turns out  there was a  huge bar  that  runs direct ly  halfway 
across  the water  paral lel  with the swim bank and the bank 
everyone was f ishing too.  I  was so occupied with the far  margin 
and the fact  everyone else  was f ishing there that  I  didn’t  even 
bother to  explore the entire  water.  This  bar  also happened 
to  be covered with razor sharp mussel  beds.  Suddenly the 
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mysterious case of  the cut-offs  was c lear.  Wow! So I  had lost 
four f ish with nothing to  show for  my efforts  because I  didn’t 
do the basics  f irst  t ime round!

Now don’t  get  me wrong;  the f ish were def initely  patrol l ing 
the far  margin away from the noise and disturbance of  their 
hunters  on the other  s ide,  but  now I  understood this  one 
obvious feature,  I  could make a  s i tuational  change based 
on fact .  I  took my beloved X-l ine off  the spools  and put  on a 
tapered mainl ine that  gave me some extra protection.  This 
was attached to  the toughest  leader I  could get  away with, 
and bow t ight  l ines  and t ight  c lutches with drop off  leads was 
now very much the order of  the day.  I  told myself  as  soon as 
I  got  a  bite  I  needed to  be on i t ,  walk back up the fairly  steep 
bank and get  the f ish to  r ise  quickly.  From there I  had a  much 
better  chance at  landing the f ish .
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I  a lso felt  I  was bogged down with too much gear  and 
promised I ’d  be more mobile  and f ish under the stars  wherever 
possible .  The work overnighters  were start ing to  take their  tol l 
on me,  and I  fe lt  my motivation begin to  drop sl ightly.  Don’t 
forget  I  was st i l l  without  a  f ish but  felt  a  renewed confidence. 
Knowledge is  power as  they say,  and this  is  never truer  than 
with carp f ishing. 

The next  session arrived,  and the wind was absolutely  howling 
down to a  narrow corner of  the lake.  I t ’s  common knowledge 
that  the f ish real ly  fol low a warmer wind on this  lake,  and I 
couldn’t  bel ieve the swim was free .  I  think the draw of  the 
“popular”  swim can even override people ’s  thought  process , 
even when deep down they know the f ish fol low the wind. 
Anyway,  I  jumped in  what  was known as  the Works swim and 
put  my rods on a  known clean area. 

After  an uneventful  night  stargazing,  the Nash R3s burst 
into l i fe  at  around 5am.  I t  was a  shy bite ,  but  i t  couldn’t  run, 
as  I  was f ishing locked up.  The only  thought  that  was going 
through my mind after  al l  I  had been through was to  get  i t  over 
the danger zone and keep i t  high in  the water.  As  I  s l ipped the 
net  under my f irst  carp,  I  could see i t  was only  a  small  stockie , 
but  the sense of  rel ief  and accomplishment was amazing,  and 
I  knew I  only  had the privi lege of  meeting this  carp thanks to 
the changes that  I ’d  f inal ly  made.  An hour later,  the other rod 
was away and another stockie  was in  the net .  The proof  is  in 
the pudding,  and the second f ish only  confirmed further that 
I  was on the r ight  track. 

By the t ime I  arrived back at  the lake,  the weather was 
warming up,  and i t  seemed everyone was just  pi l ing bait  into 
the water.  As  I  sat  there and watched one of  the other  members 
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put  f ive  or  so ki los  on to  this  marginal  area,  I  remember 
thinking how with such short  sessions I  would ever  get  bites . 
I  was competing against  the f ish and of  course other  anglers . 
In  my opinion too much bait  was being put  in ,  and I  needed to 
do something dif ferent .  Surely  a  few ki los  of  fresh boi l ies  and 
a  pop-up in  the middle  was a  c lear  danger s ign to  these highly 
pressured carp? I  decided to  go down the route of  very few 
washed-out  baits ,  using bottom baits  straight  from the bag 
placed f irmly on the deck.  I  was now f ishing with the c law rig . 
This  r ig  has  been around forever and is  much used by the l ikes 
of  Terry Hearn for  good reason.  I t ’s  r idiculously  ef fect ive with 
a  bottom bait ;  i t ’s  underused and very easy to  t ie . 

I  found myself  back in  the same swim where I ’d  had the two 
stockies  from a few weeks earl ier.  I t  was real ly  hot ,  and as 
I  arrived,  I  found a  group of  much better  f ish basking in  the 
sun.  I  placed a  very small  amount of  bait  a long the marginal 
patrol  route and hoped they would get  on the feed later  in  the 
night  when things had cooled down.  I  had worked out  that 
there were two dist inct  feeding spel ls  on the water  –  dark 
unti l  about  1am and 5am unti l  about  8am.  As the sun came up, 
I  was awoken to  one single  beep on the left  had rod.  As  I  lay 
back down,  bracing myself  for  the pack up,  of f  she went .  The 
l ine t ightened,  and I  instantly  knew this  was a  better  f ish ,  and 
the old knees started to  wobble . 

After  what  felt  l ike  a  t i tanic  batt le ,  I  s l ipped the net  under 
an immaculate  chestnut  brown common just  over 20lb.  Not 
one of  the A-Team,  but  l ike  I  said ,  i t ’s  not  al l  about  the s ize , 
and this  was one of  the f inest  common carp I  had ever caught . 
I  was made up and had learnt  a  lot  about  my own angl ing 
leading up to  that  capture.
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Fishing to  the s ituation sounds obvious,  but  yet  so many of 
us  s imply don’t  do i t !  We do what  we want ,  we do what  we 
read or  we do what  we see or  hear  from others .  Now make no 
mistake;  i t ’s  a l l  r ight ,  and there is  no r ight  or  wrong when it 
comes to  bait  or  r igs  –  just  used in  the wrong situation.  I t ’s 
how and when we make the changes;  i t ’s  adapting,  and i t ’s 
being brave enough to  ask yourself  questions.  Next  t ime you’re 
out  on the bank,  take a  second and ask yourself ,  are  you truly 
f ishing to  the s ituation or  are you just  f ishing? As I  begin the 
winter  campaign after  some t ime away from the water,  I  know 
my situations wil l  continual ly  change,  and i t ’s  down to me 
to  keep open minded.  The answers are usual ly  r ight  there in 
front  of  us ,  and our job is  to  ask the r ight  questions!
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GETTING AWAYGETTING AWAY
WITH ITWITH IT

GREG SADLER

Guesting,  the snide rod,  dummy prebait ing… and the l ist 
goes on –  al l  commonplace occurrences within the modern 
scene that  al low some of  today ’s  carpers  the chance to  get  one 
up on the rest  of  the crowd.  A new phenomenon perhaps,  or  is 
i t  something that  the old schoolers  were up to  al l  those years 
ago? I ’ve  never real ly  considered myself  to  be a  rule  breaker, 
but  then putt ing pen to  paper some years  back gave me cause 
for  concern that  perhaps I  was as  gui l ty  as  the next  in  trying 
to  take advantage of  s i tuations that  might  put  a  few more f ish 
on the bank. 
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GREG SADLER
I t  was the mid 90s and i f  you’ve read my last  piece ,  l i fe  was 

in  ful l  swing.  I  was,  however,  many miles  away from the local 
water  that  had absorbed my teenage years .  Of  course,  by now 
I ’d  ventured to  pastures new and had acquired membership 
to  a  variety  of  other  venues,  but  nothing had real ly  caught 
my imagination or  come close to  successful ly  feeding the 
addict ion.  So ,  with a  t icket  st i l l  val id  for  Broombanks,  the 
s imple solution was to  put  in  a  few road miles ,  head back 
south and f ish chunks of  t ime rather than ‘quick overnighters ’ 
(as  opposed to  ‘s low overnighters ’  (another modern-day carp 
phrase that  is  rather odd in  i ts  true meaning and does make 
me chuckle) .

At  the t ime,  being involved in  education meant  that  the 
perks of  lengthy summer breaks were a  real  benefit .  Blocking 
off  a  few days and nights  per  week was not  real ly  a  problem, 
although gett ing to  grips  with the third lake on the complex 
could have been.  I  wanted to  make the most  of  these visits  and 
maximise my free t ime,  so  I  f igured that  I  needed to  somehow 
gain an advantage.  Now,  bearing in  mind that  this  was many 
years  ago,  i t  was certainly  the case that  even in  Kent ,  some 
club waters  real ly  were st i l l  rather  quiet .  I f  you managed to 
f ind the t ime to  f ish midweek,  the chances were that  you’d 
only  see the odd green dome dotted around over the entire 
three-lake complex.  So ,  in  terms of  me ‘gett ing away with i t ’, 
my simple plan was to  get  water  bound,  have a  good mooch 
around in  the lake,  f ind some decent  features and load them 
up with bait . 

On one previous occasion,  I ’d  ‘been in’  to  net  a  f ish stuck in 
the weed off  the Horse Bank Swim.  Fol lowing that  adventure, 
I  knew that  bottom of  the lake was a  mass of  st inking si l t ,  so 
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I  knew that  bottom of  the lake was a  mass of  st inking si l t ,  so 
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the purchase of  a  wet  suit  and buoyancy aid made the whole 
experience of  swimming in  the lakes a  much safer  and more 
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posit ion,  as  they of  course may present  a  problem later  on i f 
any hooked f ish decided to  pi le  straight  into them.  The heat 
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that  those weed beds held was incredible  –  so much warmer 
than the actual  water  temperature –  and unsurprisingly,  I 
could just  make out  the back of  a  large f ish who proceeded to 
stay ‘ la id  up’  for  most  of  the day that  fol lowed. 

I  returned to  the spots  for  the f irst  dosing of  bait .  This 
consisted of  a  mixture of  t igers ,  condensed milk  and halved 
baits  (another s ign that  nothing is  ever  new in this  modern 
cult  carping era) .  With no s l ic ing tools  avai lable  back in  those 
days ,  i t  was s imply a  task of  squeezing the Club Mix baits  in 
half  and f ishing a  couple  of  balanced t igers  over  the top.  On 
returning to  my swim,  I  dried off ,  set  up for  the evening and 
attempted to  remove the s i l t  from behind my toenai ls  with my 
rig  scissors!  My diary note from that  day states  ‘condit ions 
look good’  and after  such a  mammoth undertaking,  surely,  I 
had to  catch?

GREG SADLER
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Sitt ing set  up in  a  swim at  the beginning of  the session is  a 
wonderful  feel ing.  I  was ful l  of  anticipation and expectation! 
The late  Keith Cooper was down for  a  wander and scrounged 
a  brew.  At  7 .30pm on the dot ,  the long chuck left  hand rod 
was away and immediately  kited left  to  the weed bed.  The f ish 
felt  good,  i f  there is  such a  feel ing,  but  I  was a  l i t t le  aghast 
when,  with the f ish wallowing on the surface some twenty 
yards out ,  the hook pul led!  As  a  consolat ion,  the c loser  r ight 
hand rod produced a  mid-double  common some thirty  minutes 
later.  With that ,  I  topped up the swim with a  few pouches of 
t igers  and baits  and sett led in  for  the night  ahead,  happy and 
ful l  of  confidence that  there was more act ion to  come.  A lost 
f ish at  10pm and then another at  2am,  however,  caused me to 
start  worrying about  my rigs ,  so  I  was up early  to  reevaluate 
the s ituation.  Another scattering of  bait  went  into the swim, 
fol lowed by a  ‘BB weighted down’  squid and octopus pop-up on 
the left-hand rod,  and then a  shorter  hook l ink on the longer 
rod completed my new approach.

The changes worked well !  I  was kept  busy throughout  the 
day,  catching carp and adding bait  to  the swim.  Three more 
mid doubles  fol lowed unti l  at  1 .20pm,  I  landed the f irst  twenty 
of  the session,  a  mirror  that  I ’d  caught  previously  and was 
previously  my f irst  ever  f ish from the third lake.  After  this 
catch,  i t  was evident ,  and perhaps bl indingly  obvious to  some, 
that  the f ish were real ly  on the bait ;  the left-hand storm pole 
was being knocked around al l  over  the place as  f ish visited 
their  new feature.  Within the next  three hours ,  four more 
takes fol lowed on the left  hand rod with the best  f ish being a 
nice  twenty common.  The takes just  kept  on coming,  and by 
now the bait  was beginning to  run low.  With no mobile  phone 
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and no one around to  look after  the gear,  I  had l i t t le  choice 
but  to  be more conservative with the free offerings .  The third 
twenty of  the session arrived at  5 .00pm from the r ight  hand 
rod,  another lovely  golden common of  20lbs exactly  (honest) , 
and I  somehow managed to  get  a  good sel f ie  on some rickety old 
camera that  I ’d  begged off  someone.  Three more f ish arrived 
that  day:  an 18lb mirror to  the r ight  hand rod and a  couple 
of  low doubles  to  the left  hand rod,  ending a  truly  wonderful 
day of  carp f ishing.  A peaceful  night ’s  s leep was needed after 
such a  mad day,  and strangely  enough that ’s  what  I  got!  An 
early  wakeup cal l  from the last  f ish of  the session –  an upper 
double  mirror  on the r ight  –  brought  the session to  i ts  end, 
and,  unsurprisingly,  the two-hour drive home to Essex was a 
very happy one. 

I  kept  these visits  going r ight  through that  lovely  summer 
and enjoyed some more great  captures and many memorable 
evenings sat  on the straight  bank social iz ing with the l ikes 
of  Alan Young and Phi l  Baker to  name but  just  a  couple .  I ’m 
not  quite  sure how I  managed i t ,  and a  fading memory isn’t 
helping here,  but  I  acquired a  guest  t icket  for  my Brummie 
carp catching mate Russ Bradley.  We had met  during the 
previous summer,  and he had come down for  a  drinking session 
in  Essex,  fol lowed by a  two-nighter  at  the lakes .  Wanting to 
ensure that  Russ was able  to  catch during his  vis it ,  I  donned 
my elegant  neoprene outf i t  and fol lowed the usual  routine. 
The water  temperature that  day certainly  c leared the head, 
as  I  was suffering from one awful  sel f - inf l icted hangover.  God 
knows how we managed the two-hour drive south,  but  we did, 
and after  drying out  in  the afternoon sun,  I  s lept  for  three 
hours before even managing to  cast  a  rod!
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The session was t icking along nicely  with us both experiencing 

success  in  the warm July  condit ions .  Before too long,  i t  was t ime 
for  me to  head out  into the deep to  bait  up.  At  this  point ,  we 
had the lake to  ourselves ,  or  should I  say,  we thought  we did!  I 
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was heading back to  the swims,  having emptied another bucket 
of  t igers  and boi l ies  onto the spots ,  when Russ hol lered out  in 
his  broadest  Brummie accent ,  “Grog,  yow ’ve got  companaaaa!” 
With that ,  I  swung around to  see a  bloody great  swan that  had 
appeared from around the back of  the is land and was heading 
straight  for  me.  I t  was moving at  some speed and looked 
enormous as  I  was treading water  and looking direct ly  across 
at  i t  on the same level .  I  stayed calm (ish)  and continued my 
slow swim to the bank,  at  the same t ime attempting to  ignore 
the Brummie’s  piss-taking gibes and commentary.  By now,  our 
feathered fr iend had continued to  quickly  catch up with me, 
and when it  was gett ing too close for  comfort ,  Russ’s  next 
piece of  genius advice was del ivered to  me between his  f i ts  of 
hysteria ,  “Grog,  put  the bucket  on ya ‘ed!”  The swan was now 
dead level  with me,  and the only  thing that  stopped i t  from 
gett ing any closer  were the l ines  that  were out  from Russ’s 
rods.  At  this  point ,  I  real ly  began to  shit  myself !  I  just  dumped 
the bucket  and went  for  i t ,  swimming the f inal  20 yards as  fast 
as  I  could,  and,  l ike  the true gent  he is ,  Russ  helped haul  me 
out  of  the margins as  I  ploughed straight  through the nearest 
reed bed in  an attempt to  exit  the water  as  quickly  as  possible . 

Much hi larity  was to  fol low,  largely  at  my expense,  but  i t 
was al l  part  of  a  memorable  few days spent  with a  good fr iend, 
at  my favorite  place .  We shared eight  takes between us with 
Russ landing Litt le  Ockley,  the legendary l inear.  I  managed two 
mirrors  weighing 19.10lb and 20.08lb but  al l  in  al l ,  I  think the 
empty beer  cans weighed much more.  This  proved to  be my 
last  ever  summer session on the straight  bank.  I ’d  had more 
than my fair  share of  captures and I ’d  found a  method that 
worked;  i t  did take a  l i t t le  ef fort ,  but  as  I  was travel l ing a  fair 
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distance to  f ish I  f igured i t  was more than worth i t . 
So ,  looking back,  i t ’s  worth remembering that  al l  of  this  was 

in  the days well  before bait  boats ,  wraps and Spombs.  At  the 
t ime,  and under the rulebook of  the f ishery,  did i t  cross  the 
boundaries  of  what  was deemed acceptable  behaviour?  I ’m 
sure opinions would vary,  but  nobody ever passed comment , 
so  I ’m guessing that  those who knew what  I  was up to  real ly 
didn’t  mind at  a l l ! 
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MEMORIES MEMORIES 
OF RODOF ROD

ROB MAYLIN and  FRIENDS

I t  came as  a  great  shock when I  heard Rod Hutchinson had 
passed away in  June this  year.  I  knew he had not  been well 
for  a  while  but  had no idea i t  was so serious.  My thoughts 
immediately  went  out  to  his  family  and fr iends,  as  I  knew he 
had grandchildren,  as  do I ,  and how devastated they would 
be.  Rod was one of  the most  wel l  respected and popular  guys 
I  have ever  met .  I  honestly  have never heard a  bad word said 
about  him in the 40 years  I  have known him,  and you can’t  say 
that  about  many people!
Rod was a  pioneer,  an inventor,  a  great  angler  and writer,  a 
guester  and was as  keen a  carper as  you could ever  meet .  His 
contribution to  carp f ishing was huge,  mainly  through his 
writ ings in  both magazines and books –  books that  I  have read 
dozens of  t imes.  He was a  great  writer  as  I  say,  but  more than 
that ,  he had a  unique gi f t  of  being able  to  entertain the reader 
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with his  humorous tales  of  l i fe  in  the Colne Val ley.  I  was very 
fortunate to  have known Rod,  to  have f ished with him,  l istened 
to  his  stories  and to  be able  to  cal l  him a  fr iend.  But  in  al l 
honesty,  i t  was more than that  –  he was my hero,  and my one 
regret  is  that  I  probably never told him.
Anyway,  this  is  my story of  our relat ionship… He knew 
thousands of  carp anglers  in  many countries ,  n  everyone wil l 
have their  own stories  to  tel l ,  but  this  is  ours…
Like many carp anglers  of  my era ,  we f irst  heard of  Rod 
through his  early  writ ing.  Art ic les  on his  early  pioneering of 
part ic le  f ishing were published in  the seventies ,  and later  his 
fr iendship with Chris  Yates  at  Redmire was legendary.  But  i t 
was when he came south to  f ish at  a  lake in  Denham cal led 
Savay that  we became fr iends.  I  was f ishing with a  mate of  his , 
Geoff  Rendal l ,  and i t  would have been about  1980 when one 
evening,  as  we walked back to  our cars  after  packing up that 
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Geoff  Rendal l ,  and i t  would have been about  1980 when one 
evening,  as  we walked back to  our cars  after  packing up that 
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Geoff  asked me i f  I  had heard of  a  carp angler  from Louth in 
Lincolnshire  cal led Rod Hutchinson.  I  told him I  had and that 
I  had read a  couple  of  art ic les  on f ishing maple peas .  Well , 
he  said he had written a  book,  and in  the book were r igs ,  and 
when this  book came out ,  i t  would blow carp f ishing wide 
open and carp f ishing would never be the same again! !
He was talking of  course about  Rod’s  f irst  book “Rod 
Hutchinson’s  Carp Book”,  and how right  he was.  As  i t  happens, 
Rod decided not  to  publish the hair  r ig  in  his  book,  nevertheless 
i t  opened everyone’s  eyes to  what  was possible ,  and indeed 
for  me and thousands of  carp anglers ,  carp f ishing was never 
the same again.
By the t ime his  second book came out ,  The Carp Strikes  Back, 
Rod had become a  big  name with his  own bait  and tackle  range. 
His  tales  of  l i t t le  Brian and him at  Savay and Paul  Gummer at 
Haref ield entertained the carp world.  I  had joined Savay on a 
day t icket  for  a  year  before my invite  to  be part  of  the Loony 
Rota came along.  This  was pre-Horse and Barge;  in  those days 
we would drive a  couple  of  miles  to  another pub,  on the canal , 
The Fisheries .  Here Rod would hold court ,  sat  at  the head of 
the table ,  or  dancing on i t .  Always the joker but  never the 
fool ,  Rod was already planning tomorrow ’s  assault ,  ahead of 
the rest  as  usual .  Rod and I  hit  i t  of f  immediately;  our love 
of  bait  resulted in  him writ ing the bait  chapter  in  my book. 
We then f ished the North Harrow Waltonians but  although he 
caught  a  few,  this  was his  bogey water,  unl ike me who could 
not  put  a  foot  wrong.
Rod chose to  head off  to  France –  Cassien,  the River  Lot  –  in 
fact  everywhere,  and the world became his  oyster.  However 
we kept  in  touch,  and when I  started Big  Carp in  1991,  Rod 
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wanted to  be part  of  i t ,  and not  only  wrote some art ic les  but 
became a  founder member of  the original  Rotary Letter  team, 
writ ing regularly  for  a  couple  of  years .
Li fe  and love and f ishing took over our l ives;  we both had our 
ups and downs and would often laugh about  i t .  When I  last 
saw Rod in  2016 at  one of  the shows,  he led me off  to  a  quite 
corner and confided in  me that  he hated the crowds,  being 
pul led this  way and that  and longed to  get  home in the quiet . 
He told me how much he was enjoying the Off  The Beaten 
Track stuff  in  the mag,  how he had always said there were 
some unknown monsters  out  there just  wait ing to  be caught . 
We laughed about  the story he wrote about  when he ended up 
f ishing a  swimming pool! !  Once a  guester,  a lways a  guester! ! 
RIP,  Rod… There wil l  never be another l ike you.
Dave Lane
I  have never been the sort  of  person to  have angl ing icons that 
I  look up to .  That ’s  not  meant  to  sound conceited;  i t ’s  just 
the way I  am.  We are al l  just  scruffy  blokes in  green clothing 
that  love to  f ish .  Rod Hutchinson,  however,  truly  was a  man to 
admire for  his  exploits ,  and,  more than anything,  the knack he 
had for  recounting those tales  with such an honest  and down 
to earth approach. 
Everyone who has ever  f ished for  carp knows his  name,  but 
i f  you angled through those halcyon days of  the late  70s and 
80s,  then he wil l  def initely  have af fected your thinking,  your 
angl ing,  your bait  choices  and most  importantly  reinforced the 
need to  enjoy your pastime to  the ful l .  I  make no secret  of  the 
fact  that  I  modeled my style  of  writ ing on Rod’s  amazing books, 
books that  I  could quote word for  word even now.  Nobody wil l 
ever  have such an impact  on carp f ishing again.  RIP.
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Tony Globetrotter Davies-Patrick
Very sad news… Rod Hutchinson,  the carp angl ing legend, 
died today.  I  knew he’d been i l l  for  quite  a  while ,  and I  hope 
that  his  f inal  days were painless .  My fond memories  were 
drinking together al l  night  at  Dunstable ,  but  even happier 
memories  were his  earl ier  years  when he was younger and 
in  better  health ,  when his  incredible  sense of  humour was in 
ful l  swing.  His  f irst  book,  “Rod Hutchinson’s  Carp Book”,  was 
published by my f ishing partner,  Mike Benwell .  Then here was 
the amazing “Redmire period with Yatesy ”  and his  comical 
art ic les  in  the very early  magazine’s  pre-hair  r ig  days .  He was 
a  true legend,and an even greater  man.  Rest  in  peace,  ol ’  boy. 
May the carp gods forever keep your l ine s inging.
Jason Holton
I ’m absolutely  gutted;  he was such a  lovely  and funny guy, 
and he was only  73.  Every night  after  school  in  the early  80s, 
I  was up t i l l  after  midnight  reading and rereading the bible 
(”Carp”,  and later  on,  “Carp Now and Then”) ,  excited about 
my Saturday ’s  f ishing,  which was always carping on the River 
Trent  in  those days .  I ’ l l  never forget  the f irst  t ime I  met  him 
many years  ago when he came to Planet  Carp to  meet  the lads 
and for  a  bit  of  book signing.  He turned up in  a  pair  of  old 
jogging bottoms covered in  base mix ,  as  he was off  to  France!! 
Brian Ingram 
He was the Man –  a  bri l l iant  writer,  true pioneer,  and the 
biggest  inf luence to  me by far  when I  started carp f ishing.  I 
hope he’s  guesting (Rod’s  phrase)  on some heavenly water  for 
those iconic  carp that  are also no longer with us .  RIP,  S ir  Rod
Julian P Cundiff
Yesterday we lost  a  true legend of  carp f ishing,  and later  this 
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week I  wil l  pen a  proper tr ibute to  him.  However in  memory 
of  Rod,  this  mid double  common was stalked in  the edge this 
morning.  I  thought  i t  would be nice  to  place his  last  book that 
I  wrote the foreword to  next  to  i t .  Guys,  “smell  the roses” 
and enjoy i t .  When we last  spoke he laughed at  my discipl ine 
whilst  giggl ing over his  l i fe… Sad t imes.…
Stuart  ThePear
Wow where do you start?  Rod died yesterday.  I  have never 
been one for  heroes;  I  admire lots  of  people ,  but  heroes?  In  my 
angl ing,  I  guess  there are three who I  would put  that  mantle 
on:  Richard Walker,  Jack Hilton and Rod Hutchinson.  I  f irst 
met  Rod late  70s when I  was walking around Johnsons,  and 
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then later  got  to  know him better  in  the early  80s in  the Colne 
Val ley.  Later  I  became his  rod bui lder  and made well  over 
15,000 rods for  his  company.  I  used to  chat  to  Rod almost  dai ly 
for  ten years  while  I  was rod-building,  s i t t ing in  his  of f ice  or 
home just  chatt ing about  business ,  carping and l i fe ,  or  sat  on 
the bank f ishing. . .
He was a  more complex man than most  wil l  real ise  –  infuriat ing 
one moment and the most  generous the next  –  but  in  al l  a 
great  man who made my head spin when we talked about 
bait  theory.  He had a  deep understanding that  I  could only 
grasp at . . .  Al l  the things you could mention… the books,  his 
pioneering theories  and tact ics ,  the outrageous t imes had on 
the bank,  pub and curry house,  but  in  al l  that ,  he was just  a 
bloke that  l iked to  go f ishing with his  mates ,  drink a  few pints 
and talk  footbal l ,  music  and angl ing… Rest  in  peace,  big  man. .
Dave Kingsman
I t  was sad hearing the news today about  the passing away 
of  Rod Hutchinson,  for  me one of  carp f ishing’s  most  iconic 
anglers .  I  guess  Rod would have meant  a  lot  to  a  great  many 
anglers… I  expect  lots  of  people  wil l  be  leaving a  tr ibute ,  so 
here is  mine.
When I  started out  carping,  Rod’s  name was spoken in  awe.  He 
was the man.
Redmire Pool ,  part ic les  and their  applicat ion,  Lake Cassien 
and the Carp Strikes  Back books –  he certainly  made his  mark.
My love af fair  with Hutchy products  started in  the late  80s.  Lee 
Jackson whispered a  secret  ‘under the counter ’  special  to  me 
and my mate Gary one day in  the Tackle  Box –  RH1 Essential 
Oi l  plus  Leaf  Spice EA.  We got  i t ,  made i t  up and started using 
RH1.  20 years  later,  we both st i l l  love i t .  A  lucky spel l  at  the 
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MICHAEL BOND
t ime produced some nice Kent  f ish for  both of  us  including his 
Brit ish record grass  carp,  the largest  f ish out  of  a  few lakes 
and good hits  from Darenth and Honeycroft .
One day,  out  of  the blue,  we received a  brown package through 
the post  with a  message from Rod.  Inside were our bott les  of 
f lavour with a  message to  give them a try  and let  him know 
how we got  on.  I  remember they were Nouvel le  Fizz ,  RH2, 
Secret  Agent  and Mulberry Florentine.  I  was also doing a  bit 
of  cast ing at  the t ime and received a  few prototype ‘Big  Pit 
Special ’  rods to  put  through their  paces .  I t  was a  good t ime 
and speaking to  Rod and Annie was always fun.  The Spiderhal l 
Common below (then Reeds Lake)  was my f irst  RH1 biggy t 
26lb 10oz.  I  wil l  never forget  that  one.  I t  feels  l ike  a  big  part 
of  carp f ishing history left  us  today,  and I  doubt  we wil l  see 
anyone l ike him again.  RIP.
Rod Hutchinson Products
I t  is  with great  sadness that  we announce the passing of  our 
founder and namesake Rod Hutchinson.  Rod was a  true pioneer 
of  the carp f ishing scene,  loved by many and there is  many a 
tale  of  his  early  adventures f lying around.  Our thoughts  are 
with his  family  and fr iends at  this  sad t ime.  You wil l  be greatly 
missed,  Rod,  and we thank you for  al l  the innovative ideas and 
baits  you gave us .  We wil l  str ive to  do your name proud and 
keep the morals  and respect  that  you gave to  others .
Leon Bartropp
The word “ legend” is  bandied around,  but  Rod Hutchinson 
truly  was one and was one of  the pioneers  of  the carp scene. 
I t ’s  a  very sad day as  one of  my carp f ishing heroes that  gave 
me the buzz for  carp f ishing 35 years  ago sadly  passed away. 
Rest  in  peace,  carping legend.
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LATE NIGHTLATE NIGHT
STALKINGSTALKING

MARK FOSTER

As we move into July,  a  good proportion of  the f ish wil l  have 
seen the bank,  angl ing pressure wil l  be at  i ts  greatest .  The 
weed and natural  food wil l  be on the increase and you can 
often f ind carp mooching around margins and weedy areas . 
With l imited t ime on my hands,  but  i tching to  get  on the bank. 
I  can often sneak in  a  few hours after  work and this  is  when 
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their  rods,  the rewards can be well  worth the ef fort .

F R E E L I N E   9 5



F R E E L I N E   9 6

MARK FOSTER

A slow walk around the lake with my Kodex stalking rods, 
looking and feeding l i t t le  areas can quickly  result  in  carp 
giving away their  location and this  has  given me many chances 
and has led to  a  number of  opportunist ic  captures .
The equipment needed for  a  stalking is  minimal .  A  rod or  two, 
unhooking mat ,  landing net ,  a  small  bag of  end tackle ,  bait 
and your be ready to  go.   I  do use two methods of  stalking out 
f ish ,  one being off  the surface and the second method I  wil l 
address  a  l i t t le  later  on.
Locating carp at  c lose quarters  puts  you in  a  fantast ic  posit ion 
to  judge the carps’  reaction to  bait  and rigs .  I f  the water  is  c lear 
enough you may be able  to  identi fy  individual  f ish .  Watching 
them for  a  while  may just  give you a  c lue as  to  how to tr ip 
them up. 
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I  wil l  start  f ir ing out  a  few surface baits  in  two areas quite 
c lose to  each other in  the patrol  routs  of  the spotted carp.  I 
wil l  now start  to  set  up my rod while  constantly  watching for 
any feeding f ish taking my freebies .  The key is  not  to  rush 
gett ing a  hook bait  into the water.  Bel ieve me;  you may think 
you are being stealth l ike ,  but  I  can assure you they know you 
are there. 
I f  f ish begin to  feed,  just  keep topping up with freebies .  The 
longer they feed with no pressure,  the easier  i t  becomes to 
nick one or  two as  they start  to  feel  you are not  a  threat . 
Right  i t ’s  t ime to  get  to  the business  end.  There is  only  one 
hook l ink material  I  wil l  use on the surface,  that  being the 
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Kodex Zig  & Floater  l ine .  I  have watched too many f ish shy 
away from my hook baits  with other l ines  on the surface.  So 
by t ir ing a  few meters  of  Zig  and f loater  l ine to  the end of  your 
main l ine ,  makes al l  the di f ference.  As  soon as  I  changed to 
this  l ine ,  they don’t  hesitate  taking the danger bait . 
The Kodex Zig  and f loater  l ine comes on a  100m spool  and i ts  Lo-
Viz  f luorocrystal  characterist ics  make i t  virtual ly  undetectable 
on top and underwater.  I t  has  a  low accurate  diameter  of  just 
0 .25mm yet  a  breaking strain of  12.9lb (5 .8kg)!  This  is  a  hi-
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tech low diameter  l ine and Kodex have st i l l  managed to  retain 
good knot  strength.  I t  is  ideal  for  surface f ishing on long 
lengths using a  surface control ler  set-up.  This  paired with a 
s ize  10 Kodex Genomic Wide Gape hook and one of  the Kodex 
control ler  f loats  is  a  deadly combination.
After  cast ing out  my f loat  beyond the feeding area and slowly 
retrieving i t  onto or  near  to  the freebie  baits ,  within seconds 
resulted with a  f ish on.  With an intense batt le  I  f inal ly  manage 
to  s l ip  the net  under a  cracking Carp just  over 30lb.
It  fe lt  l ike  job done,  but  with the hunger for  more.  I  noticed a 
lot  of  f izzing in  the left  hand margin,  of  the other  area which 
I  had been throwing small  l i t t le  pva bags of  Monster  baits 
pel let  covered in  the Kodex Ectoplasm,   every 10min for  the 
last  half  hour.   This  brings me onto my next  stalking method 
as  mentioned a  l i t t le  earl ier.
My second f ishing method was poised to  go on my second rod. 
This  being a  small  chod rig  on a  st i f f  boom section with a 
15mm Monster  baits  Ice  popup boi l ie  normally,  but  I  do use 
al l  of  their  range of  baits .  This  is  attached to  a  2oz lead on a 
Kodex lead cl ip  system.
 I  could see carp moving in  and out  of  this  margin and noticed 
a  cracking large carp giving away a  feeding patrol .  As  soon 
as  i t  had moved out  again,  I  placed my rig  on top of  the area 
being visited frequently  by this  unit . 
20 minutes  later,  BANG,  I  was off  again.  This  t ime result ing 
with the carp I  had been watching and what  a  f ish weighing in 
at  41lb 4oz.   This  t ime i t  was mission accomplished,  with t ime 
t icking away far  and al l  my clothes wet  including my spares .  I t 
was t ime to  chuck my gear into the van and head home buzzing 
al l  the way. 
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MARK CURLY HATCHMAN

Nowadays when folk  think of  part ic les ,  i t  a lways seems 
to  be t iger  nut  related,  but  back in  the 70s,  way before 
anyone ever  used a  t iger  nut ,  carp were being caught  al l 
over  the country on a  much wider variety  of  part ic le  baits 
than appear to  be used today.  Like most  at  that  t ime,  I 
started on sweetcorn,  and i t  only  took a  few hours before 
I  landed an 8lb’er  on them,  but  i t  took four years  for  me to 
catch my second f ish on sweetcorn because a  whole new 
world of  carp baits  had opened up to  me.
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Maize was the obvious choice as  the next  one to  try, 

but  I  discovered two guys were already using i t  to  good 
effect  on a  water  local ly,  so  not  wanting to  tread on their 
toes ,  I  tr ied processed peas instead.  What  a  waste of  t ime 
that  was… Despite  being very convenient  and cheap,  a las 
carp real ly  did not  seem to l ike them,  so coupled with the 
di f f iculty  in  keeping them on the hook,  I  very soon moved 
onto broad and butter  beans.

The year was 1975,  and despite  catching steadi ly  al l 
summer on a  boi l ie  made from ground cat  biscuits ,  I  was 
very wil l ing to keep experimenting with these particle  baits , 
as  they worked out  so much cheaper to  use .  1975 was the 
year  I  left  school  and began an electrical  apprenticeship, 
so  money was t ight ,  and these partic les  real ly  did seem to 
be a  viable  cheaper alternative .

The carp at  the Dartford 
club water  at  Sutton at 
Hone real ly  went  for  the 
butter  beans init ial ly,  but 
my catches very quickly 
diminished after  the init ial 
f lurry.  Broad beans produced 
bites  steadi ly  over the same 
period,  but  this  was late  in 
the year  and no one told 
me that  part ic les  were less 
ef fect ive in  winter.  St i l l ,  I 
stuck i t  out ,  and in  March 
1976 was rewarded with a 
9lb’er  just  before the season 
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f inished.
The long,  hot  summer of  1976 is  wel l  remembered for 

having great  weather but  in  North Kent ,  the hot ,  dry 
condit ions had a  very serious ef fect  on the lakes and are well 
remembered for  the result ing drought .  By July  the water 
levels  were so low that  the c lub were forced to  suspend 
angl ing at  both Sutton and Horton Kirby.  Brooklands 
became packed,  so  I  moved onto Darenth,  which incidental ly 
coincided with the f irst  year  of  legal  night  f ishing.  Long-
range f ishing (50 yards-plus!)  became necessary,  so  I 
reverted back to  the ground cat  biscuit  boi l ie  for  most  of 
my f ishing,  and after  a  few hints  from the late  Ian Booker,  I 
switched to  a  casein bait  by late  summer.  I  st i l l  persevered 
with the partic les  on occasion and picked up a  few f ish 
on broad and butter  beans, 
but  elsewhere some fr iends 
had excel lent  success  using 
black-eyed beans.

Black eyes were a  di f ferent 
type of  part ic le  because 
although they were avai lable 
in  t ins ,  they were best  used 
by buying the dry,  uncooked 
ones and f irst  soaking for 
24 hours before boi l ing 
and simmering unti l  soft . 
We also added various 
soup mixes to  the soak that 
certainly  added to  the bait ’s 
attract iveness ,  with tomato 
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being the most  ef fect ive .  This  s l ight  change opened the 
doors  to  a  whole  host  of  other baits  that  I  eventual ly  tr ied 
over the next  couple  of  years  with most  being useless  with 
the exception of  maple peas and chickpeas.  Some of  the 
other peas/beans showed promise but  never produced as 
consistently  as  chicks and maples ,  notably  haricot  beans 
with the commercial ly  avai lable  t inned version,  baked 
beans,  being by far  the best  and a  bait  I  real ly  should have 
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stuck with and probably would have come back to  i f  future 
events  had worked out  di f ferently.

Len Middleton,  inventor  of  the hair  r ig ,  suggested trying 
peanuts  to  me on several  occasions over  a  couple  of  years . 
As  my focus had switched sl ightly  to  boi l ies ,  I  didn’t  real ly 
take his  idea seriously,  but  some fr iends who were f ishing 
a  lake up the val ley did eventual ly  give them a go,  and 
although they took some t ime to  get  going,  i t  soon became 
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clear  that  they were a  game changer.  The very f irst  night 
I  tr ied them on the Big  Lake at  Darenth,  I  had f ive  f ish , 
and over the next  year,  a  sack of  brown peanuts  was a 
permanent  f ixture in  my van.

I ’d  best  add a  bit  about  r igs  at  this  stage.  Only Len 
Middleton and the guys he f ished with were on the hair  r ig; 
the rest  of  us  were st i l l  hiding the hook inside the bait .  S ize 
4  Au Lion D’Or was the hook of  choice ,  t ied to  10lb Maxima 
or  11lb Sylcast .  Leads were ideal ly  3/8oz Arlesey bombs 
because with ½oz you tended to  overcast  the baited area 
and ¼oz didn’t  hold when sinking the l ine .  Leads were 
never f ixed but  s l id  on the l ine and were stopped with a 
spl i t  shot  gently  pinched on the l ine for  c lose range f ishing 
or  a  swivel  t ied in  for  harder casts .  The baited area was 
general ly  as  far  as  you could catapult  out  your partic les 
and maintain a  reasonable  grouping.  A not  inconsiderable 
amount of  ef fort  went  into sort ing this  out  as ,  at  that  t ime, 
there wasn’t  a  viable  catapult  on the market ,  and al l  of 
the ones I  used were homemade or  heavi ly  adapted.  I  even 
made my own pouches,  as  there was no alternative .

Just  when peanuts  had probably reached their  peak as 
a  bait  in  the Darenth Val ley in  1980,  a  couple  of  fr iends 
started having phenomenal  success  on a  new partic le  bait . 
This  bait  was s l ightly  di f ferent  because r ight  from the start 
they did not  need heavy prebait ing,  and you certainly  did 
not  need to  pi le  in  loads to  get  the f ish going;  in  fact  one 
pouch load of  20-30 i tems was ample to  get  a  bite .  Nuisance 
f ish were not  a  factor  because this  new partic le  didn’t  fa l l 
of f ,  a l though to  be fair,  we were on the hair  by this  t ime, 
but  that  was something we had to  always consider  back 
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then,  as  baits  were for  the most  part  softer  because the 
hook was general ly  buried inside the bait ,  which had to  be 
struck off  in  order to  hook a  carp.

Of  course I ’m talking about  the genesis  of  t iger  nuts . 
Init ial ly  there were just  seven of  us  “ in  the know ”,  and i f  I 
had my way,  i t  would have been many years  before anyone 
else  found out ,  but  one of  our group was more benevolent , 
and after  a  year  or  so ,  the cat  was let  out  of  the bag.  I 
didn’t  worry too much though personal ly,  as  peanuts  were 
st i l l  going well  and have become a  bit  of  a  forgotten bait .

Anyway,  that ’s  how things evolved for  me back in  the 
1970s.
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