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Despite the extensive algae blooms  

turning many lakes into pea soup, the 

rapidly dropping water levels and record 

breaking temperatures it hasn’t disrupted 

the awesome catches we’ve received this 

month. 

In this month’s issue check out Mark 

Davidson tackling Monks Pit’s kelp beds. 

This unusual weed is a tackle kil ler but 

Mark has a right result. Mark Quinn writes 

how a simple photo can fuel an obsession. 

Mark Rose has been back out and banking 

a few on his syndicate in between work 

and family commitments. Then we finish 

off with Zenia having the trip of a lifetime.  

Her face says it all  really. Don’t forget to 

check out the latest and coolest tackle 

releases too
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Lucy’s Bowl 2025 comes to an end.  I 

st i l l  have a few auctions to go through.

 What a cracking event yet  again.  Thank 

you to a l l  that  part ic ipated and al l  those 

that  came.  Huge thank you to a l l  of  the 

industry that  donated pr izes for  the raf f le 

too.  I t ’s  appreciated and we real ise how 

hard i t  must be in these t imes  

 We raised a whopping £38500 and st i l l 

counting.  That’s  a l l  thanks to a l l  of  you!!

 On a personal  note, I  must  thank Kim 

Cable for  the stunning artwork she kindly 

did of  me with Wasings Oxlease Common. 

I ’ l l  do a separate post  i f  you would l ike 

something done yoursel f  or  for  a  loved 

one.  She can l i teral ly  paint  anything, not 

just  f ish.

I ’d a lso l ike to thank Lewis Smith for  a l l 

he’s  done and the memento he made in 

L U C Y ’ S 
B O W L 
R A I S E S
£ 3 8 5 0 0
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memory of  Laura and al l  those 

that  cancer has af fected their 

l i fes .  I f  you want one, drop 

him a message.

Final ly, thank you to a l l 

the Lucy’s Bowl team for  the 

plaque.  I  wasn’t  expecting 

that  at  a l l .

I ’m shattered at  the moment 

but I  wi l l  be going through my 

raf f le  winners and contact ing 

them. I f  you don’t  receive 

a message then sadly you 

haven’t  won this  t ime around 

but we thank you for  your on-

going support  that  a l lows us to 

buy and train the guide dogs. 

You make a huge di f ference to 

someone’s l i fe  !

Les Bowers x
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This November, the UK’s 

premier  winter  angl ing event 

is  back for  i ts  third year—

and it ’s  bigger than ever.  The 

Winter  Carp Show 2025 takes 

over  the iconic Sandown Park 

racecourse on the weekend 

of  November 29th–30th, 

br inging anglers  f rom across 

the country together  for  two 

act ion-packed days of  deals , 

demos, and camaraderie.

With f ree parking and 

spacious indoor venues, 

guests can browse, buy, and 

get  hands-on with the latest 

carp f ishing tackle and tech. 

The show’s founder, Vince 

Davies, says “This wi l l  be our 

biggest  show to date & I ’m 

especial ly  excited to welcome 

a host  of  top-t ier  brands”, 

including:

Korda (with an expanded 

stand to showcase their  latest 

innovations)

Sonik, OMC, Trakker, Navitas, 

Crafty Catcher, Gi l lhams, NGT, 

Parker  Baits , Sharp Tackle …

and many more!

In addit ion to exclusive Black 

Fr iday discounts, attendees 

can look forward to f resh 

product launches, l imited-

edit ion gear, and one-on-one 

chats with the people behind 

the brands.  For  many, i t ’s  the 

ideal  chance to reconnect with 

f r iends and fe l low anglers  and 

to dive deep into the culture 

of  carp f ishing.

The show also plays host  to 

fan-favourite guest  speakers, 

including the ever- inspir ing 

THE WINTER CARP 
SHOW 2025: A TWO-
DAY ANGLING 
CELEBRATION AT 
SANDOWN PARK

SHOCKLEADER
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Neil  Spooner and Al i  Hamidi , 

whose ta lks are a must-see 

for  anyone passionate about 

angl ing.

Tickets are of f ic ia l ly  on 

sale start ing July 26th—with 

two incredible VIP bundles 

avai lable at  reduced ear ly 

bird rates unti l  August  26th. 

Whether  you’re chasing your 

next  PB or  s imply love the 

angl ing l i festyle, this  is  the 

show you don’t  want to miss.

Fol low the event on social 

media for  updates, sneak 

peeks, and more surpr ises 

leading up to November.  Tight 

l ines and see you at  Sandown!

SHOCKLEADER
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We are looking for new Team 

Members (UK based) to join our 

already experienced Team of 

anglers.

We are looking for like-minded 

carp anglers who:

• Can create short video 

footage for RH social media 

platforms (FB & Insta Reels, 

TikToc, YouTube shorts) fully 

edited ready to go!

• Take product shots and 

Big Carp 14

self take catch report 

photographs for use on RH 

social media.

• Help promote the brand 

(like and share posts).

• Can conduct themselves 

professionally both on 

social media and bankside.

All of which are of a good 

quality standard, of course 

In return, we will offer you 

a good discount on the Rod 

Hutchinson range of products 

available on the website.

If this sounds like yourself, then 

send a private DM with a little 

bit about yourself with links to 

all your social media accounts 

and some examples of short 

video clips you have produced.

Please do not be offended if you 

do not hear back from us. As 

you can appreciate, we receive 

lots of messages, and we simply 

cannot respond to all applicants.

JOIN ROD 
HUTCHINSON’S TEAM
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The Angling Trust is proud to 

announce the launch of the Best 

Practice Guide for Freshwater 

Angling – a comprehensive 

resource designed to promote 

responsible, sustainable, and 

safe angling across the UK.

This free, downloadable guide 

provides anglers of all  levels 

with clear, practical advice on 

how to care for fish, protect the 

environment, support fellow 

anglers, and follow legal and 

safety guidelines.

Produced in collaboration with 

major angling organisations, 

including Tenchfishers, The 

Grayling Society, and the Pike 

Anglers Club of Great Britain, 

the guide is built around six 

Big Carp 18

core principles:

• Care for the fish you catch.

• Appreciate and protect the 

environment.

• Help other anglers and 

encourage newcomers.

• Treat everyone with respect.

• Follow the rules and always 

fish legally.

• Fish safely and follow health 

and safety guidance.

The guide includes expert tips 

on fish handling, unhooking 

techniques, safe rig use, water 

temperature awareness, and 

biosecurity. It also highlights 

the importance of community 

involvement, environmental 

stewardship, and legal 

compliance.

ANGLING TRUST 
LAUNCHES BEST 
PRACTICE GUIDE 
FOR FRESHWATER 
ANGLING 
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CATCH UP WITH THE MOST RECENT CARP 
SOCIETY JUNE - JULY FISHERIES ROUND 

UP ON OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL
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Great news! Mortimer & 

Whitehouse: Gone Fishing is set 

to return for its eighth series, 

which is especial ly wonderful 

given Bob Mortimer’s recent 

health issues. The beloved 

show wil l  revisit  the riverbanks 

that shaped the formative 

years of Paul Whitehouse and 

Bob Mortimer.

Fi lming wil l  begin later this 

year for six new episodes, 

taking the pair to Whitehouse’s 

birthplace of Wales and 

revisit ing Mortimer’s early 

years in the north-west of 

England, along with their 

trusty dog, Ted.

Bob Mortimer shared his 

excitement: “I’m looking 

forward to visit ing old haunts 

from my younger years as Paul 

and I  travel back in t ime for 

this series, f ishing in places 

that shaped our l ives.”

Fans can also look forward to 

the seventh series air ing later 

this year, featuring episodes 

f i lmed in Bedfordshire, North 

Norfolk, and Northern Ireland.
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Fancy trying one of our bait 

well here your chance to with 

our 500g sample pack that 

won’t back the bank.

Monster Shellfish Boilies: is a 

fishmeal-based boilie. This bait 

contains a blend of 3 high quality 

fishmeals, a very digestible 

baitincluding Shellfish Sense 

Appeal, Salmon Oil, Essential 

oil, GLM & Robin Red, egg shell 

for that added crunch - a true 

winning formula. Also included 

is a top-quality sweetener, 

to help finish off this highly 

Big Carp 22

attractive boilie.

Chocolate Nut Boilies: is a nut 

based boilie. This bait contains 

a blend of high-quality nut 

ingredients, with chocolate malt, 

the best milk proteins available 

and a top quality sweetener,  

to help finish off this highly 

attractive boilie. Designed to 

be used in the colder months 

but is as equally effective in the 

warmer months too.

Head over to our website www.

klsbait.co.uk to grab yours 

now!!

KLS BAITS
SAMPLE PACKS
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Tel: 07903 114842 
Web: www.chilterncustomrods.com 

Email: chilterncustomrods@yahoo.com 
Facebook and Instagram: Chiltern custom rods

Chiltern Custom Rods 
We are based in Buckinghamshire and we specialise in building high quality rods hand built 

to your requirements using the best quality products from many leading manufacturers.

CCR 42 inch Custom Compact 
Landing Net (complete) 
All black option: 

• 42 inch carbon arms with black 
aluminium ends. 

• Two-piece 1kg carbon handle 
with shrink grip. 

• Black round aluminium spreader 
block. 

• Deep camo mesh. 
• Black whippings. 
• Net mesh ring and whipped clip. 
• Packs into 43 inch sleeve. 

All this for £125.00 including 
postage! 
Custom build option is also 
available for the handle to match 
existing rods. We can offer the 
whippings in any colour plus 
metallic trim bands, if required. 
Grips are available in cork, burl 
cork, duplon, or shrink. Several butt 
cap options available. Custom 
decals/names available. 

All for £150.00 including postage.

Our 1k custom compact rods are 
available in 10ft – 3lb, 3.5lb and 
also a 4.5lb spod / marker. 
All rods are built to order so please 
contact us with your specifications. 
We also supply rods using American 
tackle, Harrison and our own range 
of blanks. We also offer our 
customers a discounted range of 
luggage from Cult tackle.

A true custom landing 
net at a realistic price!

ROD BUILDING

SUPPLIES FOR DIY

BUILDERS   

COMING
 SOON

We are based in Buckinghamshire and we specialise in building high quality rods, hand built
to your requirements using the best quality products from many leading manufacturers

Tel: 07903 114842
Web: www.chilterncustomrods.com

Email: chilterncustonrods@yahoo.com
Facebook and Instagram: Chiltern custom rods 

Our custom compact rods are 
available in 10ft 3lb, 3.5lb or 4.5lb 
spod versions. All are built to your 
requirements and specifications.
We also have our own 10ft and 12ft 
blanks, our own guides, handles and 
reel seats to keep the overall cost as 
low as possible but still offering high 
quality products.
We can also upgrade or refurbish your 
existing rods, giving them another 
lease of life.
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We would like to take a moment 

to address the confusion and 

frustration many of you have 

experienced in recent months. 

Legal restrictions and our 

responsibility to safeguard 

customers’ interests have, until 

now, limited how much we could 

share. Today, we want to clarify 

the situation, explain the steps 

we are taking, and outline what 

this means for you.

Like many businesses, we 

partnered with a company in 

China to manufacture products 

and manage critical systems, 

including our website, apps, 

and autopilot technology. 

Big Carp 24

Unfortunately, over time we 

witnessed a decline in product 

quality and decisions that no 

longer aligned with our values. 

To protect the reputation and 

future of New Direction Tackle, 

our owner began the process of 

ending this partnership.

Before that transition could 

be completed, our former 

partner took damaging steps: 

they blocked our access to our 

website, apps, and autopilot 

systems, and even threatened 

to cut off autopilot access for 

customers worldwide. These 

actions were taken without our 

knowledge or consent, and we 

NEW DIRECTION
STATEMENT 
HOPES TO 
CLEAR UP 
CONFUSION
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deeply regret that our customers 

were drawn into this conflict—it 

was never our intention.

Our investigation shows that 

these actions were coordinated 

by two individuals: one in China, 

formerly our closest partner, and 

another in the UK, who held 

a position of trust within our 

company but misused it. Since 

then, new entities—ND Tackle 

Capital Ltd. and Nine Tackle 

Ltd.—have been established. 

Under the brand name NDS 

Tackle, they are selling bait 

boats and making false claims 

of connection to New Direction 

Tackle. These actions are a clear 

infringement of our trademark 

rights and appear deliberately 

designed to mislead customers 

and dealers.

Unfortunately, some dealers and 

end consumers have already been 

affected. We have purchased 

products ourselves as evidence, 

and some of these even included 

support cards with our company 

details, further highlighting the 

risk of confusion.

We want to reassure you of the 

following:

 • We WILL take firm legal action: 

Since our lawyers’ letters have 

been ignored, court proceedings 

will begin within the next two 

weeks. This will be the first 

of many actions under UK and 

international law to address 

these unlawful practices.

 • We ARE working to restore 

stability: Our small but dedicated 

core team is actively rebuilding 

secure systems to prevent 

further interference. We ask for 

your patience over the next four 

weeks while we complete the 

necessary technical work to fully 

resolve the autopilot problem.

We remain deeply committed 

to protecting our brand, our 

customers, and the angling 

community. The same passionate 

team that has brought many of 

the innovations anglers enjoy 

today is still here, working 

tirelessly to restore services, 

safeguard your trust, and 

continue developing new ideas 

for the future.







Big Carp 4

TA
C-

TE
C SOLAR

P1 CROC 
POD
IT’S BACK!!  The much sought after  and 

revered CROC Pod is  back.  As usual , you 

can tel l  i t ’s  ‘Solar ’  hardware f rom 10 

feet  away.  With the advanced machining 

capabi l i t ies and with the precis ion of 

CAD’s 3D technology, i t  has a l lowed 

us to completely re-design this  iconic 

‘ground hugging’  pod, f rom the or iginal 

version introduced in the 90’s .  We’ve 

kept the World Wide style independent 

leg angle adjustment system ( ILAS )

and added not  only twin main bars for 

r igidity and single upright components 

for  a  stronger chassis , but  with increased 

f ront  and rear  bar  widths and outer  f i t ted 

leg attachments , gives the new ‘CROC’ 

unparal le led stabi l i ty  and is  a l ready 

being label led as one of  the most stable 

pods in the world, sol idi fy ing Solar ’s 

domination of  the bankware market .  As 

the name suggests, i t  can be used as a 

ground hugging low set  up, but  as with 
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al l  our  Pod range, we recognize 

the need to cover  a l l  angl ing 

situat ions.  The P1 CROC’s are 

f i t ted with the new semi quick 

re lease 3/8 BSF thread f i t t ings 

on the newly styled Stubby legs 

(suppl ied )  , which are f i t ted to 

the outside ends of  the br idge 

bars, enabl ing quick and 

easy attachment of  those , or 

your chosen longer legs/bank 

st icks required in any given 

terrain , further  increasing the 

adaptable capabi l i t ies of  the 

set  up.  The cosmetic design 

of  the f ixtures and f i t t ings are 

immediately not iceable, not 

only do they look futur ist ic, 

the ‘Super Grip’  f i t t ings serve 

the purpose of  easier  adjust ing 

and locking of  everything in 

posit ion, even in the coldest 

and wettest  of  condit ions.  The 

CROC is  a  peak performance 

thoroughbred, a  precis ion-

made piece of  k i t , designed 

and made entire ly  in the UK 

to the highest  standards that 

anglers  come to expect f rom 

Solar  Tackle hardware.

• RRP £464.99

• www. solartckle.co.uk
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Having the r ight  kit  to  do the 

job when i t  comes to bait ing 

up is  the key!  As i t  wi l l  make 

l ighter  work of  the job at  hand 

and not  a l l  of  our  Spod /  Marker 

braids l ines are designed for 

the same jobs — here’s  a  quick 

breakdown of  three options 

designed for  di f ferent  spod 

and marker  s i tuat ions:

TAC-TEC

BigCarp 32

KORDA BASIX 
RANGE OF 
SPOD/MARKER
BRAIDS

• ✅Si lky smooth + camo green

• casts far  with minimal  fuss. 

Perfect  for  those who want 

s impl icity, performance, and 

value

• 200m spool 

•  RRP: £17.99

BASIX SPOD/MARKER BRAID

The ult imate al l - rounder for 

spodding and feature f inding.

•  30lb breaking strain means 

no shockleader is  required.

• Buoyant + zero stretch – 

feel  every bump on the 

lakebed
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SPOD BRAID

Bui l t  for  ef fort less bait ing, 

even at  range.

• 20lb breaking strain – 

requires a 30lb Arma-Kord 

shockleader

• Ultra low diameter  (0 .16mm) 

Hi-viz  f luoro green – 

• Hard-wearing and s l ick, 

i t ’s  made for  high-volume 

spodding

• 300m spool . 

•  RRP: £39.99
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SLR SPOD/MARKER BRAID

When distance is  everything!

• Ultra-thin s ingle strand – 

casts to the absolute l imit

• Virtual ly  no stretch – 

maximum feedback when 

feature f inding at  extreme 

ranges

• Must be used with a 30lb 

Arma-Kord shockleader

• subt le  green f inish

• 300m spools

• RRP: £39.99
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Int roducing the  N.M.E (Nut  & 

Maple  Extract )  –  The Latest 

Innovat ion f rom Goodz Carp 

Bai ts

At  i ts  core, The N.M.E is  a 

pure  t igernut-based bai t , 

c ra f ted to  be  h ighly  d igest ib le 

and nutr i t iona l ly  complete, 

providing carp with everything 

they need to  thr ive.  What  sets 

th is  ba i t  apart  i s  i ts  abi l i ty  to 

mimic  a  rea l  t igernut  once i t 

h i ts  the  water—eject ing an 

unr iva l led  st ream of  premium 

t igernut  extract , pa i red with 

a  r ich , natura l ly  sweet  maple 

prof i le  that  s t imulates  intense 

feeding responses  f rom even 

the  war iest  f i sh .

But  th is  isn’t  just  about 

at t ract ion—it ’s  about  long-

term per formance.  Engineered 

with  added essent ia l 

v i tamins  and minera ls , The 

N.M.E supports  fu l l  d ietary 

fu l f i lment , encouraging carp 

to  return  to  your  ba i t  t ime 

and t ime again .

This  is  more  than a  bai t .  I t ’s 

an  edge, and i t ’s  one we’re 

proud to  de l iver.

•  wwwgoodzcarpbai ts .co .uk

GOODZ BAITS
N.M.E RANGE
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 Now a great looking “old skool” 

styled remote alarm! with a 

variety of custom options and 

accessories to personalize 

exactly the way you want them

Steve Nevil le Bite Alarms can 

be used independently of each 

other, with bite detection 

by the alarm head or via the 

remote control  receiver.

Battery l i fe of  the alarm head 

KUDOS NEVILLE 
BUG EYE 
REMOTE ALARM

appx 1 season – receiver box 

30 days continuous use

Features a sensitive 4 magnet 

rol ler wheel, from Kudos Tackle

3 Volume settings, sensitivity 

adjustable

LED colour option of your choice 

and other custom options 

available such as iso slots. 

from £129.99

www.kudostackle.com
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CATCH REPORTS

Gary Norton with Coins weighing in at  44lb

PENNIESPENNIES
FROMFROM
HEAVENHEAVEN

BigCarp 38

SEND YOUR CATCH 
REPORTS IN TO
bigcarpmagazine@hotmail.com
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CATCH REPORTS

Gary Norton with Coins weighing in at  44lb
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FROMFROM
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SEND YOUR CATCH 
REPORTS IN TO
bigcarpmagazine@hotmail.com
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Matt landed this  absolute unit  of  a  mirror  carp f rom Betty’s 
Lake — t ipping the scales at  a  record-breaking 45lb 1oz!

OOOOOOOOOOOO
BETTYBETTY

CATCH REPORTS

SWANSWAN
BEAUTYBEAUTY

BigCarp 39

Oll ie’  new PB with this  beauty of  40lb 4oz



CATCH REPORTS

NO SLEEPNO SLEEP
FOR CAVFOR CAV
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CATCH REPORTS

Deciding to ignore the bulk of  the shows at  the main end, 
and focus on the bay where the f ish sounded much bigger 
in comparison.  I t  wasn’t  long before I  had my f i rst  chance 
-  A sol id f l icked to where I ’d heard them in the darkness 
was away.  An awesome l inear  cal led the ‘Scattered Lin’  at 
40lb 2oz.  I  unhooked i t  in  the net  and quickly re-did the 
rod, s imply looping a pre-t ied one on, in ject ing i t  with the 
Hydro before f l icking back to the area.

I  was soon away again, this  t ime one known as ‘The Patch 
Ful ly’  going 38lb 4oz.  Whi lst  sort ing this  f ish, the same rod 
was away again, as a very uneventful  f ight  ensured – soon, 
a  big common was in the net .  On the scales i t  registered 
47lb 3oz, one that  was considered ‘missing’ , a  real  buzz - 
A s leepless night at  work then fo l lowed by the s leepless 
night spent ensuring I  was on them was al l  worth i t ’ .

BigCarp 41



CATCH REPORTS

MANOR MINTER!!MANOR MINTER!!

Jack Taylor  Dodge with the Hardwick Linear  out  of  Manor 
at  41.05
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Benn OConnor said 
“What a cracking 40lb 
8oz common from 
Meadow Lake”

MEADOWMEADOW
MONSTERMONSTER

CATCH REPORTS

BIRCH BIRCH 
BEAUTYBEAUTY

 Lee Birch banks 
“Scar” at  a  mega 53lb!
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BIRCH BIRCH 
BEAUTYBEAUTY

 Lee Birch banks 
“Scar” at  a  mega 53lb!

CATCH REPORTS

LUCKYLUCKY
LIVINGSTONELIVINGSTONE

Craig Livingstone said “so this  happened yesterday lucky 
at  55.8 not  been caught for  over  3  years”



CATCH REPORTS

FRIMLEYFRIMLEY
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CATCH REPORTS
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Gaz  Oaks  had  another  g reat  48  hours  on  F r imley  P i t 
4  l and ing  5  f i sh  in  48  h rs  inc lud ing  a  40 lb  mi r ro r  and 
common.  He  to ld  us : ‘ I  a r r ived  a t  the  lake  and  I  cou ld  see 
s igns  o f  f i sh  in  the  midd le  o f  the  l ake  en joy ing  the  hot 
weather.  I  dec ided  to  F i sh  over  my  normal  50/50  mix  o f 
Ce l l  bo i l i es  and  Response  pe l le t  covered  in  the  match ing 
Ce l l  Smar t  L iqu id, and  a  p ink  Ce l l  wa f te r  on  the  hook .  The 
fo l lowing  morn ing  the  f i sh  were  rea l l y  ac t ive  p rov id ing  a 
good  do lph in  show a l l  over  and  i  thought  i t  wou ldn ’t  be 
long  unt i l  i  had  a  run .   However, the  morn ing  went  ve ry 
s low but  I  d id  manage  to  get  one  b i te  jus t  a f te r  midday.

I  rebated  my a rea  la te  a f te rnoon  once  the  temperature 
coo led  ready  fo r  the  next  morn ing  and  i t  rea l l y  pa id  o f f.  I 
had  4  takes  on  the  second  morn ing  wi th  a l l  rods  p roduc ing 
a  b i te.  Inc lud ing  a  ve ry  in te res t ing  boat  bat t le, be ing 
pu l led  a round  the  lake  unt i l  my  pr i ze  had  worn  i t se l f  out .” 
We l l  done, Gaz .



CATCH REPORTS

Phi l  Braun, and his  target  ‘Nemo’

CAPTAIN NEMOCAPTAIN NEMO
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CATCH REPORTS

CHARLIE’S CLUBBING CHARLIE’S CLUBBING 
THEM TO OVER 60LBTHEM TO OVER 60LB

Charl ie  Benson has clear ly  stepped in something recent ly 
Since joining the team a few weeks back Char l ie  has been 

on a mission, banking a str ing of  impressive f ish over  on his 
c lub lake.  His  latest  session wi l l  certainly take some beating 
and i t ’s  pretty much mission over!

Char l ies 9 f ish hit  k icked of f  with “Roger’s  f ish” at  45lb 
2oz, the second biggest  in the lake.  This  was backed up by 
7 more f ish including a recapture of  “mini  teardrop” at  just 
over  30lbs.  Now what happened that  night was the ic ing on 
the cake and a capture that  wi l l  take some beating that’s  for 
sure!

After  a  savage take and an epic batt le  Char l ie  s l ipped the 
net  under the queen of  the lake, Moonscale at  a  whopping 
60lb 8oz
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LINEARLINEAR
LUMPLUMP

Dave Owen 
with a with a 
gorgeous 40lb 
4oz mirror

AWESOMEAWESOME
OAK LAKEOAK LAKE

Perry Alabaster  opened his  account on Oak Lake at  Coking Farm, 
landing a cracking 44lb 4oz mirror
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AWESOMEAWESOME
OAK LAKEOAK LAKE

Perry Alabaster  opened his  account on Oak Lake at  Coking Farm, 
landing a cracking 44lb 4oz mirror

CATCH REPORTS

Bob Goulds said “47.6 I  said i t  looked good!”

This has to be one of  Myles’  f inest  carp to date!  ‘Mutleys’

AS GOODAS GOOD
AS GOULDAS GOULD

BEST BYBEST BY
MYLESMYLES
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LEE GETS LEE GETS 
TANGOEDTANGOED

45+ Carrot  and number 1 target  for  Lee Whiteley’
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CATCH REPORTS

MORNINGMORNING
GLORYGLORY

John Rushworth with a brace of  forty’s  43lb 8oz 
and 41lb.  Ear ly  morning feeders
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John Rushworth with a brace of  forty’s  43lb 8oz 
and 41lb.  Ear ly  morning feeders

CATCH REPORTS

Kel  Bowers with ‘The Bai l i f f  Common’ at 
40lb 9oz and ‘Baby Bul ly’  at  35lb.

BLUEBELLBLUEBELL
BRACEBRACE



CATCH REPORTS

RACHELS’S RACHELS’S 
RESSIE RESSIE 
RESULTRESULT

Rachel  Mugam with one of  the lake’s  bigger residents 
‘Danzack’  at  44lb 8Oz
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RESSIE RESSIE 
RESULTRESULT

Rachel  Mugam with one of  the lake’s  bigger residents 
‘Danzack’  at  44lb 8Oz

CATCH REPORTS

Seeing the needle a lmost  ef fort lessly swing past  the forty-
pound mark and sett le  on 41.8 was a surpr ise to me.

Jon Stevens and his  son Sam with a jo int  ef fort  Br i t ish Record 
equal l ing 56.08 Grassie f rom Litt le  Moulsham

NICE NICE 
SURPRISESURPRISE

RECORDRECORD
GRASSGRASS
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GRENVILLEGRENVILLE
GOLDGOLD

C h r i s  L i n e s 
w i t h  a  s u p e r b  
5 3 l b  P B  m i r r o r

NIFTYNIFTY
FIFTYFIFTY

J o h n  S t e m b r i d g e 
w i t h  5 6 l b  8 o z  o f 
Ke n t  c o m m o n
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MONK’SMONK’S
MADNESSMADNESS

BigCarp 67

EXCLUSIVE

T
he thing is when 

f ishing the 

shal low end on the 

majestic Monks 

Pit  at  this t ime of  year, is  that 

i t ’s  the type of  area on a lake 

that can feel  l ike it ’s  not just 

you against the f ish but you 

against the lake.  I ’m fair ly 

sure that anyone who has 

been lucky enough to do so 

would back me up on this.  You 

can walk away from a session 

feel ing l ike it ’s  beaten you up, 

kicked you between the legs 

and laughed at you or, on the 
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odd occasion, i t  and the f ish 

let  their  guard down giving 

you a sense of  achievement i f 

you do manage to meet a few 

of  the many jewels that reside 

in there.  Fishing the shal lows 

you’re faced with large areas 

of  the infamous beds of  Kelp 

weed which the f ish absolutely 

love.  It  can be a daunting 

prospect with nighttime boat 

batt les in tr icky condit ions 

but in a strange way can, for 

me anyway, keep pul l ing you 

back to f ish there with the 

chal lenge of  maybe getting it 

r ight. 

Thankfully this time, the lake 

seemed to be in a forgiving 

mood after what turned out to 

be an absolute crazy session! So 

many highs and lows but loved 

every minute of it, walking away 

with more than a few mental 

bruises but a massive sense of 

achievement... .this time! Final 

tally was a 1 Double, 3 Twenties 

to 27lb, 3 Thirties to 39lb and a 

fish known as ‘Kenny’ at 42lb 

4oz. Thank you Monks
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MEGASCALEYMEGASCALEY

BigCarp 73

EXCLUSIVE

 Forgive me carp gods but i t 

has been over  a  year  s ince my 

last  input into carp angl ings 

largest  magazine.  I  need to put 

some context  to this  art ic le, 

so I  guess the best  place to 

start  is  at  the beginning. 

I t  was back in September 

2024 that  I  met the most 

amazing inspirat ional   woman, 

and i t  wasn’t  long before I 

was spending a lot  more of 

my t ime  between Essex and 

Diss in Norfolk. 

At that  point  I  hadn’t  given 

much thought in to seeing what 

f ishing opportunit ies there 

were around the Diss area as I 

was st i l l  f ishing 2  syndicates 

in Essex at  the t ime.  Not only 

that , but  I  was also gett ing 

Aqua  Li l ium Clothing ready 

for  show season. 

Jaimie my partner  a lso has 

two sons that  are a lso mad 

about f ishing (what  a  touch) 

so any conversat ion always 

turned quickly to f ishing. It  was 

at  this   point  Harry, (Jaimie’s 

o ldest)  asked i f  I  would l ike to 

jo in him on a day session to 

a smal l  day t icket  lake cal led 
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Darrow Farm Fishery. 

L i k e  m o s t  c o n v e r s a t i o n s 

w h e n  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  a  n e w 

v e n u e, i t  w a s n ’t  l o n g   b e f o r e 

m y  p h o n e  w a s  o u t  m y 

p o c k e t , a n d  I  w a s  l o o k i n g  a t 

t h e  s t o c k  a n d   s w i m s  o n  t h e 

l a k e.  I t  w a s  a t  t h a t  p o i n t  I 

t h o u g h t  t o  m y s e l f  t h i s  c o u l d 

b e  a  l i t t l e  g e m . 

The lake has a booking 

system meaning you have to 

book a swim of  your choice 

which, having f ished lakes l ike 

this  in the past  can always be 

hit  and miss as you can’t  look 

round f i rst  and try to locate the 

f ish.  As i t  happened the lake 

was already busy meaning 

we only had the choice of  3 

swims on the left  bank.  The 

choices were No name corner, 

Turbines and Lazy mans. 

After  looking at  the map we 
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decided on Turbines and Lazy 

Mans as there was a couple of 

deeper channels  in this  area 

and what I  did know was the 

lake was very weedy and on a 

short  session I  wanted to drop 

on a spot with zero disturbance 

and I  near ly  forgot  to mention 

we were now in late October 

at  this  point . 

 Harry made a phone cal l  to 

Wil l  Farrer  the f ishery owner 

and we were set  to f ish the 

fo l lowing Saturday. 

 Before  I  knew i t  the  day 

had ar r ived, and we loaded 

Betty  the  van and we set 

o f f.  I  s t i l l  d idn’t  know Diss 

that  wel l  and I  s t i l l  chuckle 

to  mysel f  to  th is  day on how 

c lose  Darrow Farm is  to  the 

house, I  k id  you not  i t  takes  4 

minutes  door  to  gate. 

Harry opened the gate, 

and I  drove in to a spacious 

stone chipped car  park with 

a beauti ful  smal l  lodge at  the 

bottom which I  wi l l  go into 

more detai l  later  as i t  p lays 

quite a vita l  ro le  to the story. 

The lake itself  was dug in 2016 

and current ly  around 3 acres 

in s ize which is  completely 

fenced of f  to  keep out any 

potentia l  land predators.  What 

real ly  impressed me though, 

was each swim commanded a 

fare amount of  water. 

This  is  helped by having 2 

central  is lands that  has a gap 

of  around 18 yards separat ing 

the 2, giving the carp easy 

access to the whole lake.  I ts 

a lways excit ing seeing a new 

lake for  the f i rst  t ime and I 

absolutely love gett ing that 

ready brek glow of  adrenal ine 

as the gear  starts  f ly ing out 

the back of  the van. 

As i t  was just  a  short  day 

session I  decided to travel 

l ight , this  resulted in just  my 

rucksack and my rod bag as 

a l l  nets, s l ings and unhooking 

matts  are provided by the 

f ishery and besides, in real i ty 

this  mini  t r ip was more just 

sussing the place out  than 

anything else. 

Once we were  stood behind 
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both swims, Harry  decided to 

go in  Lazy Mans, and I  went 

le f t  into  Turbines .  I  could 

see  st ra ight  away the  area 

st ra ight  away in  the  deeper 

t rough around 6 .5  wraps 

s l ight ly  to  my r ight , the  other 

rod took a  b i t  more  f inding as 

th is  was 10 .5  wraps  to  my le f t 

o f f  the  is land to  the  le f t  hand 

s ide  o f  a  bush. 

Happy with the two spots I 

had found, in went my buzzers 

and I  c l ipped a sol id bag on 

each rod.  Nothing fancy at 

a l l  just  an inl ine drop of f  lead 

with a 4” Super Nova braided 

hook l ink and a s ize 6 E.S.P 

gr ipper.  Bait  wise, I  went with 

a washed out pink Northern 

special  barrel  wafter. 

The rods went out  with 

minimal  fuss, and I  sat  on the 

edge of  the rai lway s leeper 

that  made up the edge of  the 

swim. I  didn’t  bother  taking 

a chair.  I  bet  your thinking 

why didn’t  you take a chair? 

Because, I ’m a bloody idiot 

that’s  why! What a mistake 

that  was, I  had a proper dead 

arse by the end of  the day, let 

me tel l  you. 

Around 2 hours had passed 

by now, and due to a vis i t , 

the night before to the local 

curry house.  I  had a rumble in 

the jungle and needed to go, 

so I  reeled in and went to the 

f ishery lodge hidden behind a 

beauti ful  hedgerow. 

Now, up unti l  this  point , 

I  had not  seen any pictures 

of  the carp, a l l  I  knew was 

that  i t  held around 115 f ish 

that  were hand-picked.  The 

strains were Leney’s, Suttons, 

and Dinkesbuehl , a long with 

others.  These have now grown 

on with an average weight of 

24lb to 30lb and at  least  20 

x 30lb plus, a lso at  least  two 

carp t ipping the scales past 

the 40lb barr ier. 

So, as you can imagine 

plenty to go at , anyway by 

this  point  I  am shuff l ing my 

way to the entrance to the 

lodge and things are start ing 

to get  a  l i t t le  desperate in 
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the downstairs  department, 

I  then open the door to what 

can only be descr ibed as f ish 

porn.  I  pause for  a  spl i t  second 

as I  scan the wal l  looking at 

these beauti ful  scaly bangers.  

Bel ieve me when I  say the 

pause was short  as I  was 

start ing to lose the batt le. 

F ina l ly, I  was  where  I  needed 

to  be  and whi le  s i t t ing there, 

I  had t ime to  take  in  what 

I  had just  seen on the  wal l 

outs ide  the  bathroom door. 

One p icture  s tood out  at  me, 

a l though i t  was  only  for  a 

second i ts  huge sca les  and b ig 

f rame was l ike  a  photograph 

in  my memory a lbum. 

I  washed my hands and 

stepped back out into the 

main area and scanned the 

wal l  again, I  must  have stood 

and looked at  that  picture for 

a  good few minutes’  thinking 

to mysel f  that’s  the one.  I  just 

want to c lear  this  up that  to 

be fair  a l l  the f ish on show 

were mega and you would be 

del ighted to have any of  them 

in your port fo l io . 

The thing is  though what 

is  good about f ishing, we al l 

have di f ferent  tastes on what 

we think is  the ult imate carp 

and for  me, this  big plated 

mirror  was the one. 

I  t o o k  a  p i c t u r e  o n  m y 

p h o n e  o f  t h e  h o l y  g r a i l  a n d 

w a l k e d  b a c k  t o  H a r r y ’s  s w i m . 

A t  t h i s  p o i n t  H a r r y  h a d  n o t 

s e e n  a n y  o f  t h e  f i s h  e i t h e r 

a n d  o n  m y  r e t u r n , I  t o l d  h i m 

t o  g o  a n d  h a v e  a  l o o k  o n  t h e 

w a l l  i n  t h e  l o d g e. 

Like me, he wasn’t 

disappointed and came back 

mouth wide open in a kind of 

disbel ief.  Just  for  reference 

I  asked him, i f  he could only 

catch one what one would you 

choose? He picked a stunning 

ful l  z ip l inear  around mid-30 

which goes to show carp are 

l ike women, we al l  l ike di Ư 

erent  types.

To  b r i n g  t h i s  p a r t  o f 

t h e  a r t i c l e  t o  a  c l o s e, 

u n f o r t u n a t e l y  n e i t h e r  o f  u s 

c a u g h t  a l t h o u g h  a  g u y  f r o m 
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E s s e x  d i d  m a n a g e  o n e  o f  t h e 

4 0 ’s  e a r l i e r  t h a t  d a y  b u t  t o 

t h i s  d a y  I  a m  n o t  s u r e  w h a t 

b e a s t  i t  w a s .  T h a t  w o u l d 

b e  t h e  o n l y  t i m e  t h a t  y e a r 

I  m a n a g e d  t o  w e t  a  l i n e  i n 

D a r r o w  d u e  t o  t h e  w i n t e r 

s y n d i c a t e  s t a r t i n g  u p .  I  d i d 

n o t  m i n d  t h o u g h  a s  I  s t i l l 

h a d  m y  o t h e r  s y n d i c a t e s  t o 

f i n i s h  u p . 

The next few months 

absolutely f lew by with normal 

work and Aqua Li l ium Clothing 

taking over  as normal  for  the 

f i rst  4  months of  2025 due to 

show season.  The t ime and eƯ 

ort  that  goes into doing the 

shows is  mental , but  i t ’s  the 

best  t ime of  the year  for  me 

and although stressful .  The 

sense of  achievement mysel f 

and my brother  Steven get  out 

of  i t  is  of f  the scale.

I t  did not  stop there either, 

my relat ionship with Jaimie 

just  kept gett ing better  and 

better, so the decision was 

made that  I  would move to 

Diss permanently and on the 

25th of  March I  said goodbye 

to mine and fudge’s l i t t le 

house in Essex.  For  those of 

you who do not  know and 

why would you, Fudge is  my 

cocker  spaniel  and f ishing 

companion.  (Best  spaniel  on 

the planet) .Right enough of 

( this  is  your l i fe ) , let  us get 

back to the f ishing. 

I t  was now March, and not 

only did I  move but I  a lso 

needed to decide on where I 

would be f ishing this  year.  As 

previously mentioned, I  had 

two syndicates, one in Clacton 

and one in Chelmsford.  I  made 

a choice to drop my Chelmsford 

t icket  as I  fe l t  with work this 

would just  be too far  to travel , 

and I  would just  be chucking 

money away. 

I t  was not  unti l  Mid-March 

I  started to get  out  regular ly 

again and with that  said mysel f 

and Fudge found ourselves 

back over  on the Reed Lake. 

After  a  quick walk round, we 

found some f ish just  under the 

surface t ight  up against  the 
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reeds on the left-hand side of 

the lake.  This  sees the major i ty 

of  the sun throughout the day 

so I  decided to set  up on the 

bottom bank as this  gives you 

more of  a  direct  l ine to them 

and you can pul l  them away 

from the reeds. 

The Reed Lake this  t ime of 

year, I  only have one approach 

real ly  and that  is  a  sol id bag 

f ishing.  They just  love a s ingle 

mouthful  of  food over  there and 

this  year  was no exception. 

The lake rules state that  you 

can use a bait  boat  and yes, I 

know they are not  everyone’s 

cup of  tea however, these 

carp have put on some ser ious 

poundage over  the last  few 

years and with that  weariness. 

As wel l  as that , I  a l ready know 

the spots I  am f ishing so i t ’s 

more a case of  gett ing the bags 

out  as quiet ly  as possible with 

minimal  disturbance.  I  p laced 

the furthest  rod f i rst ;  there is 

a  ledge about a foot  of f  the 

point  of  the Reed l ine.  So, i f 

you imagine the lake in a 2D 

sketch i t  goes f rom 5ft  to the 

edge of  the ledge down to 8ft 

and then fa l ls  away gradual ly 

to around 15ft  in the middle.  I 

dropped the bag then s lowly 

moved the boat  away f rom the 

area as I  did not  want to spook 

anything.  I  then fo l lowed up 

by dropping the rod t ip under 

the water  and t ightening the 

l ine, this  is  a  scenario where 

you have to f ish locked up.  So, 

I  set  the bobbin and placed 

the l ine in the cl ip. 

Now that  rod was f ishing, 

I  brought the boat  back to 

the swim and repeated the 

loading of  the second bag. 

This  is  where i t  got  a  bit 

strange and I  love things l ike 

this  as i ts  part  of  the magic 

being on the bank.  Normal ly 

when I  am gett ing the rods 

sorted, Fudge is  up and down 

the bank having his  own l i t t le 

adventure and occasional ly 

wait ing for  me to drop a stray 

boi l ie.  However, I  not iced this 

t ime he was not .  I  looked to 

see where he was because I 
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could not  hear  him rust l ing 

through the undergrowth and 

to my surprise he was sat  dead 

st i l l  on the plat form total ly 

focused on spot where I  had 

dropped the bag. 

Now, i f  you are old enough 

to remember A Passion for 

Angl ing, Bob James had a 

black Labrador cal led Rigsby 

that  use to pul l  of f  his  f lat  cap 

when he was about to get  a 

take.  So, i f  you were to ask me 

do dogs have a s ixth sense, I 

would say absobloodylutely. 

By this  point  I  was real ly 

intr igued as I  cal led to him a 

couple of  t imes which fe l l  on 

depth ears, so I  then decided 

to place the rod back in the 

bivvy strap and see what he 

was he was looking at .  As I 

got  level  with the butt  sect ion 

of  the rod, the bobbin s lowly 

dropped to the f loor  indicat ing 

I  was in.  I  picked the rod up 

of f  my trusty Delkim and to 

my del ight  I  was with a steady 

tension as the f ish kited away 

to my r ight .  By the t ime I  had a 

chance to look down at  Fudge, 

he was already by my side 

standing on the mesh to my 

landing net .  I t  is  funny real ly 

but  this  is  something he has 

always done f rom a puppy. 

A steady batt le  took place, 

and i t  was not  too long before 

the mirror  was ready for  the 

net .  To be honest  I  had more 

of  a  batt le  t rying to get  the 

landing net  of f  Fudge than the 

actual  f ish, but  I  guess they 

have just  woken up.  I  lowered 

the net  into the clear  water 

and gently pul led the sulking 

mirror  over  the cord to the net 

and in i t  went.  I  turned and 

looked at  Fudge and said yes 

Fudgey happy days.  The net 

was then col lapsed, and the 

mirror  was transferred to the 

unhooking matt  where the 

s l ing was already wait ing. 

On the syndicate i t  is  pol icy 

that  a l l  f ish are weighed and 

documented so we can keep 

track of  the growth rate. 

The scales spun round to 

a respectable 21lb 6oz and 
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SECRETS OF THE THAMES 

Order your copy now, only 500 copies produced, so be quick! 

Available Here - http://www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk/buy-books.html

The River Thames flows through southern England. It is the longest river 
entirely in England, with a total length of 215 miles (346km) and the second 
longest in the United Kingdom, after the River Severn. While it is best known 
for flowing through London, the river also flows alongside other towns and 
cities, including Oxford, Reading, Henley-on-Thames, and Windsor. 

The river gives its name to three informal areas: the Thames Valley, a 
region of England around the river between Oxford and west London; the 
Thames Gateway; and the greatly overlapping Thames Estuary around the 
tidal Thames to the east of London and including the waterway itself. 
Thames Valley Police is a formal body that takes its name from the river, 
covering three counties. 

In an alternative name, derived from its long tidal reach up to Teddington 
Lock in south west London, the lower reaches of the river are called the 
Tideway. 

It rises at Thames Head in Gloucestershire, and flows into the North Sea 

via the Thames Estuary. On its way, it passes through London, the country’s 
capital, where the river is deep and navigable to ships; the Thames drains 
the whole of Greater London. Its tidal section, reaching up to Teddington 
Lock, includes most of its London stretch and has a rise and fall of 7 metres 
(23ft). 

Along its course are 45 navigation locks with accompanying weirs. Its 
catchment area covers a large part of South Eastern and a small part of 
Western England and the river is fed by 38 named tributaries. The river 
contains over 80 islands. With its waters varying from freshwater to almost 
seawater, the Thames supports a variety of wildlife and has a number of 
adjoining Sites of Special Scientific Interest, with the largest being in the 
remaining parts of the North Kent Marshes and covering 5,449 hectares 
(13,460 acres). 

By far and away the largest carp water in UK. Now sit back and enjoy 
just a few of its many secrets.

Price 

£29.95



EXCLUSIVE

BigCarp 84



EXCLUSIVE

BigCarp 84 BigCarp 85

EXCLUSIVE

I  l i f ted the sparsely scaled 

mirror  up for  a  couple of  sel f 

takes before s l ipping the f ish 

back.  I t ’s  a lways nice to get 

of f  the mark and with that 

both rods went out  without 

any dramas. 

After  a great  start , i t  was t ime 

to s i t  back and make a cuppa. 

No sooner had I  poured the 

boi l ing water  into the thermos 

a message pinged up on my 

phone.  I t  was Fenton, owner 

of  a  bait  company.  This  was 

not  anything out the ordinary 

as I  am part  of  the Team and 

we often have a good chat 

wanting to know what I  am 

up to.  As I  started to read the 

text  i t  explained that  Fenton 

had fe l t  he had taken this  bait 

company as far  has he could, 

and i t  was t ime to sel l  up and 

move on to pastures new. He 

also continued to say that 

nothing would change, and 

the new owner would be in 

contact  soon.  Although I  was 

gutted for  Fenton, I  a lso ful ly 

understood that  the decision 

he took must of  broke him as 

i t  was his  dream to own a l i t t le 

piece of  f ishing history.  I  just 

want to take this  opportunity 

to thank Fenton for  a l l  his 

support  over  the last  few years 

and good luck for  the future. 

No sooner had I  put  my 

phone down the same rod was 

away again, this  t ime there 

was no drop back just  a  s ingle 

bleep and I  could see the 15lb 

mono l i f t ing out  of  the water 

as I  made a grab for  the rod. 

No t ime to waste, I  started 

to walk back up the bank as 

I  could see the reeds start ing 

to move as the angry carp was 

making i ts  escape.  Final ly, 

and with some persuasion the 

f ish came with me, and the 

f ight  was game on.  Although 

st i l l  a  long way out, whatever 

I  was attached to was heavy 

and as I  continued to play the 

f ish i t  stayed deep.  I f  you can 

remember me saying ear l ier 

the lake is  deep and this  f ish 

had no object ion to staying 

deep.  We were stuck in a 
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locked tussle for  at  least  10 

minutes before I  had my f i rst 

gl impse of  what I  was playing. 

I t  was a f ish cal led Heart  Tai l 

an exceptional ly  long f ish but 

stunning.  I  had previously 

caught this  f ish the year 

before at  36lb and although 

a repeat  capture, you cannot 

be to disappointed with a 

Mid-30 common. A further  10 

minutes or  so past  before she 

decided enough was enough 

and with me whispering come 

on baby the beauti ful  gold 

sovereign common was in 

the net .  BOSH! That wi l l  do I 

thought to mysel f, and I  le f t 

her  to regain her  energy.  Luck 

would have i t , I  had the video 



EXCLUSIVE

BigCarp 86

locked tussle for  at  least  10 

minutes before I  had my f i rst 

gl impse of  what I  was playing. 

I t  was a f ish cal led Heart  Tai l 

an exceptional ly  long f ish but 

stunning.  I  had previously 

caught this  f ish the year 

before at  36lb and although 

a repeat  capture, you cannot 

be to disappointed with a 

Mid-30 common. A further  10 

minutes or  so past  before she 

decided enough was enough 

and with me whispering come 

on baby the beauti ful  gold 

sovereign common was in 

the net .  BOSH! That wi l l  do I 

thought to mysel f, and I  le f t 

her  to regain her  energy.  Luck 

would have i t , I  had the video 

BigCarp 87

EXCLUSIVE

camera with me, so I  took the 

t ime to get  set  up as I  didn’t 

have any l ive footage f rom the 

previous capture. 

Once set  up, I  cut  of f  the 

mainl ine and rol led her  up 

in the net , i t  just  makes i t 

easier  to transport  her  to the 

unhooking matt .  Once there I 

l i f ted her  up to see what the 

score on the doors was, 33lb 

2oz.  Lovely jubbly!  A l i t t le 

down in weight but just  as 

impressive with her  long f rame 

and whitt led down f ins, st i l l 

one of  the lovel iest  commons 

I  have had the pleasure 

of  catching.  After  a  l i t t le 

commentat ing i t  was t ime to 

return her  to the depths of 
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the pond and with that , I  said 

goodbye.  Before I  knew it , 

the t ime had come to pack up 

and get  home although I  did 

manage a further  2  carp both 

low doubles. 

I t ’s  an hour f rom the lake 

to my front  door  so i t  gave 

me a l i t t le  t ime to have a 

think about the message f rom 

Fenton, more to the point 

wi l l  the bait  qual i ty  change.  I 

mean for  a l l  I  know, nothing 

may change and the bait 

maybe even better.  I  suppose 

the only thing I  could do was 

wait  and see. 

Later, that  week I  received 

a message f rom Darren Hi l ton, 

who had just  so happened 

sold Hi l ton Fisheries ear l ier 

on that  week.  I  have suppl ied 

Darren over  the years with 

var ious clothing i tems along 

with pr izes for  his  charity. 

Darren had a French tr ip 

planned and needed new 

clothing del ivered to him 

Friday morning as he was due 

to travel  on the Saturday.  I 

laughed and said nothing l ike 

cutt ing i t  f ine mate!  and I 

arranged to meet him outside 

Sports  Direct  in Tol lgate. 

As I  pul led up Darren was 

already there wait ing, and 

we exchanged goods l ike a 

dodgy drug deal .  I t  was not 

long before we started ta lking 

about his  o ld f ishery and what 

was next  for  him. Wel l , You 

know what they say, when one 

door shuts someone leaves 

a window open, this  is  that 

window. Darren explained 

that  when he comes back 

f rom Frog land he is  dr iving 

down to Devon to see a guy 

who has a smal l  bait  company, 

the reason being Darren was 

looking for  a  smal l  company to 

invest  in.  My ears pr icked up 

at  this  point  and I  explained 

my predicament regarding the 

bait  company I  was current ly 

with.  As we got  deeper into 

the conversat ion i t  was clear 

Darren was real ly  excited 

about this  and said Mark, do 

not  worry about f inding a new 
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bait  sponsor as I  wi l l  want 

you i f  you decide to leave.  He 

also said look mate whi le  I  am 

away go on the website and 

have a look i t  is  cal led Hunters 

Baits .  Although the website is 

outdated do not  let  that  put 

you of f, Clark Adams who owns 

Hunter’s  real ly  knows he stuf f. 

He has a bait  cal led SSK that 

is  absolutely smashing places, 

see for  yoursel f.  The reason 

I  want to invest  is  he needs 

a hand to take i t  to  the next 

level , with better  machinery 

and of  course a new website. 

I  promise you Mark i f  you join 

the team, you wi l l  not  look 

back.  I  shook Darren’s  hand 

and wished him good luck in 

France, as I  got  back in the 

van, I  thought wel l  that  was 

a worthwhile drop of f  and I 

was straight on the website 

before Darren’s  van was out 

the carpark. 

Now I  know this  art ic le  may 

seem long winded but stay 

with me as Hunters Baits 

play’s  a  crucial  part  into what 

happens next . 

Darren was r ight  the website 

was out-dated however, what 

I  read regarding the bait 

came across wel l  especial ly 

l ike Darren said the SSK was 

certainly the game changer. 

Around 10 days had passed 

before I  heard back f rom 

Darren regarding Hunters 

Baits , the message read i t  is 

happening.  Are you in? I t  is 

a lways a bit  nerve racking 

changing f rom what you know, 

especial ly  when i t  comes to 

bait  and r igs.  I  real ly  did l ike 

the sound of  the SSK though, 

and repl ied with ok I  am in. 

I  wrote my previous bait 

company an emai l  stat ing 

i t  was t ime to move on and 

thanked them for  their  support 

over  the last  couple of  years 

and closed the chapter. 

Within about a day, I  was 

added to the team pages on 

social  media.  Typical ly, this 

process requires uploading 

your port fo l io .  Mine did not 

take long as I  do not  catch 
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many lo l .  Clark Adams then 

messaged me introducing 

himsel f  and the conversat ion 

did not  take long before 

turning into my f i rst  order. 

The order  went l ike this : 

20kg of  SSK 15MM 

10kg of  Natraf ish 12mm 

1 pot  of  SSK Wafters 

1  pot  of  Natraf ish Wafters 

1  pot  of  SSK Pop-ups 

Over the last  couple of  years, 

I  have come away from using 

just  one f lavour and size of 

boi l ie, this  is  purely a tact ic 

to keep the f ish guessing and 

my god i t  works wel l .  Not only 

this  but  l ike a lot  of  anglers 

now I  am also matching the 

hatch a lot  more.  Where a 

couple of  years ago al l  I  ever 

put  out  was washed out pink 

or  yel low. I  do feel  sometimes 

you can get  stuck in your 

ways again, i t ’s  that  fear  of 

change.  You think the number 

of  anglers  f ishing with pink or 

any br ight  bait .  I f  you were a 
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carp, you would shit  yoursel f, 

wouldn’t  you.  So, the way I 

see i t  a  carp may see boi l ies 

as safety in numbers and st ick 

more to one colour  and not  be 

spooked too easy. 

Excited to take ownership of 

the new bait  i t  was a couple of 

days before the doorbel l  went 

and the DPD man handed me 

a wel l  packed box.  Yes, get 

in, as I  a l ready had a 24-hour 

session on reed lake that 

Wednesday i t  had come just 

in t ime.  I  opened the box, and 

these r ich smel ls  were already 

f i l l ing the room, then suddenly 

Jaimie shouted what’s  that 

smel l  f rom the other  room? 

My bait  I  repl ied!  Her reply 

was a l i t t le  of f  to  be honest 

and she fo l lowed up with you 

are not  keeping that  in this 

house.  I  did chuckle to mysel f 

and vacated to the garden. 

Wednesday morning was 

upon us and before I  knew it 

Fudge, and I  was in the van 

wishing the journey to hurry 

up.  An hour later  and we were 

bouncing up the farm track 

lake bound, Fudge could not 

wait  to get  out  he bloody loves 

i t  as much as I  do.  I  think i f 

he would have had hands he 

would of  opened the door 

himsel f  as we pul led up lo l . 

Anyway, to our  del ight  the 

lake was void of  anglers  which 

obviously meant we had t ime 

to walk about and locate a few 

f ish.  This  did not  take long to 

be honest  as there were quite 

a few f ish over  the spots I  had 

previously been f ishing.  Good 

ones as wel l ! 

We unloaded Betty and 

was back in the second 

swim on the bottom bank. 

At this  moment, Fudge was 

posit ioned on the wooden 

plat form, his  tai l  wagging as 

he gazed attentively over  the 

edge.  I  parked the barrow and 

walked down onto the plat form 

behind him. As previously 

mentioned, the margins are 

deep and as I  looked through 

the water  layers I  could make 

out a glowing clear  patch in 
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between two low lying weed 

beds, around 7ft  in diameter 

and a rod length out .  Although 

I  could see the spot  i t  was 

cloudy and the next  minute a 

stunning dark mirror  dr i f ted 

in to view (A lump as wel l ) . 

I  s lowly moved back f rom 

the edge and quiet ly  went 

about sett ing up, just  before 

I  did that  though I  did sneak 

back down to the edge and 

introduce a handful  of  mixed 

broken up boi l ies, this  would 

be the f i rst  t ime the lake had 

seen the bait .  I t  was important 

not  to scare anything of f, so I 

was putt ing 1 boi l ie  out  at  a 

t ime with no real  accuracy as 

I  did not  want i t  to  look l ike a 

baited spot .  Just  wanted i t  to 

look l ike someone had chucked 

a couple of  baits  in after  their 

session i f  that  makes sense. 

Approximately 20 minutes 

had passed, and I  was ready 

to put both r igs out , I  decided 

to put the reed rod in posit ion 

f i rst  and just  as I  p laced the 

r ig with the boat  Steven my 

brother  turned up as he was 

also doing the night.  I  was 

br inging the boat  back when 

he appeared behind me. 

How you doing? 

Yeah, not  bad I  repl ied and 

told him that  I  had f ish feeding 

a rod length out , Happy days 

he repl ied and said I  am going 

for  a  walk round. 

As he walked of f  a long the 

bottom bank, I  grabbed the 

second rod that  was already 

to go, nothing had changed I 

was st i l l  using my normal  sol id 

bag with boi l ie  crumb mixed 

with pel let  accompanied with 

5 or  6  whole boi l ies.  I  walked 

down onto the creaky old 

plat form and lowered mysel f 

down onto my knees I  just 

wanted to get  as much of  me 

out the skyl ine as possible. 

After  a  bit  of  oohing and 

ahhhhing I  made i t  to  the 

edge and very s lowly lowered 

the bag on to the spot .  By 

now the water  c lar i ty  was so 

bad al l  I  could feel  for  was the 

sol id bag hitt ing the lakebed. 
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Lucky enough, you do not  have 

to use the plat form anymore 

to put your rods as there is  a 

perfect  l i t t le  space down the 

s ide which makes i t  easier  for 

a  better  l ine lay.  I  s lackened 

r ight  of f  and put the l ine in the 

cl ip, I  must  admit  I  did think 

that  has got  to go surely and I 

s l ipped back up the bank out 

of  s i te. 

By now Steven had returned 

f rom his  walk round and 

decided to go in the swim 

next door  but  as no one else 

was coming down that  night 

he could st i l l  f ish down into 

the bottom r ight  corner.  This 

meant we could st i l l  have 

a l i t t le  bit  of  a  social  as we 

had not  f ished together  for 

a  whi le.  Once the bivvy was 

up, I  reached into my bag 

for  my receiver  and put i t  in 

my pocket , I  then walked the 

18 yards into the next  swim 

whi le  holding 2 cans of  cold 

amber nectar.  No sooner had 

I  passed Steven a can, my 

pocket  was having i ts  own 

vibrat ing disco, to be honest 

i t  took a second to register 

what was happening before 

the Usain Bolt  in me kicked 

in.  Once back in my swim, I 

was greeted by the sound of 

my r ight  hand Delkim (which 

was the plat form rod)  crying 

out as the angry f ish done the 

of f  .  I 

picked the rod up and 

t ightened the drag on my 

trusty 5000T, whatever  was 

on the end fe l t  a  hal f  decent 

s ize and already had str ipped 

30 yards of  l ine.  Steven was 

already next to me by this 

point  laughing saying bl imey 

that  did not  take long did i t . 

Whi le  he was grabbing the 

net  the f ish kited left  into the 

corner  which was not  ideal 

as a l i ly  bed separates my 

swim from the swim in the 

corner.  I  lowered the t ip down 

under the water  and put on a 

considerable amount of  s ide 

strain, lucky enough the carp 

came with me and although 

I  fe l t  the touching the l i ly 
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stems a few t imes i t  wasn’t 

long before we were clear 

and a normal  steady batt le 

commenced .  Once in open 

water  about ten yards out , I 

saw the f ish for  the f i rst  t ime. 

I t  was a beauti ful  dark mirror 

with a buttery bel ly, a  decent 

s ize too. 

Another  5  minutes or  so 

past  before the mirror  was 

ready for  nett ing andSteven, 

after  doing some videoing 

was there to do the honours. 

Wicked! 

After  a l l  the normal  r i tuals 

had taken place, the dark 

mirror  t ipped the scales 

round to 27lb 8oz which I  was 

wel l  happy with especial ly 

consider ing i t  was on the new 

bait .  After  photographing, the 

f ish was re leased and the trap 

reset . 

The session did not  end 

there, and I  ended up landing 

a further  6  f ish including a 

29lb grass carp.  (What a batt le 
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that  was) 

I  have now been using 

Hunters Baits  for  my last  4  x 

24h sessions and Darren was 

r ight  I  have not  looked back, 

in total  up to this  point  I  have 

had thirty-eight takes and 

landed thirty-four  of  them. 

Included in that  was numerous 

twenties’  so to say I  was happy 

was an understatement. 

Although I  had only been 

f ishing my syndicate up to 

this  point , my thoughts were 

never  too far  away f rom the 

main goal .  I  had always kept 

one eye on Darrow’s social 

media posts, just  keeping 

up to date on what had been 

coming out. 

To my del ight  the f ish I ’d 

seen on the wal l , a l l  those 

months ago, st i l l  had not  made 

an appearance.  Looking at  the 

posts, you had to scrol l  back 

as far  as 6th May 2024.  What 

I  did f ind out  though was the 

name, The Mega Scaly. 
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Wow that  is  good, i t ’s 

obviously no mug then I 

thought to mysel f, surely, i t ’s 

got  to make an appearance 

soon.  I  then decided to start 

studying the map of  the 

lake as we were now in the 

middle of  July and hoping al l 

spawning had wel l  and truly 

taken place, my plan was to 

start  doing a few 24-hour 

sessions.  I t  was more just  so 

I  could start  learning about 

the swims real ly, so I  had a 

better  understanding come 

the Autumn. 

As previously mentioned, 

for  a  smal l  lake each swim 

had a good amount of  water  in 

f ront  of  them however, I  real ly 

fancied one of  the swims 

out of  them al l .  The swim is 

cal led the M25, and i t  just  fe l t 

you had a lot  more options, 

not  only reed l ined but the 

swim gave you access to the 

gap between the is lands.  I 

just  had a feel ing this  would 

turn out  to be important  and 

the reason being the lake was 

smal l  so unless the f ish were 

using the margins, then they 

would have to come through 

the gap as i t  is  the only access. 

Ful ly  f ixated on the map, I 

was shaken f ree of  the trance 

by my phone r inging, i t  was 

my old mate, Bryan Flower.  As 

normal  the phone cal l  started 

with a barrage of  f r iendly 

abuse before carrying on to a 

normal  conversat ion of  (what 

you up too Baldy)? I  repl ied 

with I  am current ly  looking at 

the map of  Darrow to work out 

the plan of  attack. 

Bryan repl ied, when are you 

thinking of  f ishing i t  and I 

repl ied to next  week i f  there 

is  space.  I  can do next  week 

he repl ied so book me on and 

let  me know what day. 

A further  onslaught of 

brother ly  abuse occurred 

before the phone went dead. 

Now I  knew Bryan was coming 

I  opted for  2  swims, The Lay-

by and the M25.  The Lay-by 

was the swim to the left  of  the 

M25 but f ished the other  s ide 
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of  the mini  point .  I  scrol led 

down my Whats App l ist , found 

Wil l ’s  number, and asked 

when the next  avai labi l i ty  is 

for  the 2 swims mentioned. 

Wil l , got  back to me instant ly 

suggest ing the fo l lowing 

Tuesday and I  repl ied that’s 

perfect , so I  paid the £60 via 

transfer  and let  Mr Flower 

know the date. 

Now, I  am not normal ly  one 

for  making plans as once at 

any lake they normal ly  go 

straight out  of  the window. 

This  lake is  di f ferent  though, 

because you must book your 

swim in advance you know 

what you’re deal ing with. 

I  p lanned to f ish my left-

hand rod in the middle of  the 

gap between the two is lands, 

assuming most anglers  target 

the areas close to the is lands 

instead.  Now this  is  the same 

tact ic  I  used on the Match 

Pit  in Essex, and i t  is  how I 

caught the Warr ior.  In my mind 

I  imagine the carp using the 

is lands as markers meaning 

the space between them is 

l ike a roadway to get  f rom A 

to B.  The plan was also to f ish 

the same way Adam Penning 

did on Sky Lakes many years 

ago i f  you have not  seen i t 

Adam scatters  boi l ies over 

an area of  hal f  a  tennis court . 

The reason for  this  is  these 

f ish are highly pressured and 

f ished for  every day of  their 

l ives, so I  wanted them to f ind 

s ingle baits , this  would mean 

that  hopeful ly  they would not 

real ise they are being f ished 

for.  They must be shit  scared 

of  seeing a big pi le  of  boi l ies 

laying there on the bottom. I 

p lanned to f ish the r ight-hand 

rod over  shal low water  on my 

r ight , just  l ike the left , but 

with a loose l ine due to low 

water  levels  and troublesome 

swans. 

Rigs wise I  decided I  was 

not  going to use sol id bags 

and opted for  spinner r igs, 

the only di f ference would be I 

would use them with a wafter 

instead of  a  pop up.  I  just 
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fe l t  I  did not  want anything 

standing out of f  the bottom, 

I  wanted everything to feel 

as far  away f rom a f ishing 

situat ion as possible.  Just  to 

add as wel l , I  was matching 

the hatch.  

Monday night came round 

quick, and I  must admit  I  was 

absolutely buzzing, thinking 

to mysel f  what i f, just  what 

i f  I  am lucky enough to hold 

that  magnif icent creature in 

my arms.  Next minute I  know 

the phone goes, i ts  Dawn, 

Bryan’s other  hal f.  I  answered 

the phone and Dawn told me 

that  Bryan had been praying 

to the porcelain gods al l  day 

and would not  be able to make 

i t .  I  done what any good mate 

does in that  s i tuat ion, cal led 

him a load of  names, and put 

the phone down. I t  was too late 

to see i f  anyone else wanted 

to go so, instead of  cancel l ing 

the swim I  thought to mysel f 

I  would keep i t  just  in case I 

needed to move. 

The alarm went of f  around 

06:30 and surpris ingly I 

s lept  wel l  consider ing the 

excitement the night before. 

I  had a cuppa and loaded the 

van ready to go and to be 

honest  that  was the longest 

wait , as  you can’t  get  on there 

unti l  09:00. 

The t ime had come and 

with a hop, skip and a jump I 

was pul l ing into the carpark, 

Fudge already had his  f ront 

paws on the dash wondering 

where we were as this  was a 

new adventure for  him also. 

I  le f t  an eager Fudge in the 

van, unloaded the gear, and 

noticed an angler  standing 

behind his  car  as I  pul led out 

the barrow. We got  chatt ing 

and he explained that  himsel f 

and a few of  his  mates had 

a lake exclusive for  48 hours 

and to my del ight  he also 

added the lake was f ishing 

wel l .  He added that  they had 

8 f ish between them with the 

biggest  being a common just 

over  32lb, he also told me the 

main bulk of  the f ish came out 



EXCLUSIVE

BigCarp 100

fe l t  I  did not  want anything 

standing out of f  the bottom, 

I  wanted everything to feel 

as far  away f rom a f ishing 

situat ion as possible.  Just  to 

add as wel l , I  was matching 

the hatch.  

Monday night came round 

quick, and I  must admit  I  was 

absolutely buzzing, thinking 

to mysel f  what i f, just  what 

i f  I  am lucky enough to hold 

that  magnif icent creature in 

my arms.  Next minute I  know 

the phone goes, i ts  Dawn, 

Bryan’s other  hal f.  I  answered 

the phone and Dawn told me 

that  Bryan had been praying 

to the porcelain gods al l  day 

and would not  be able to make 

i t .  I  done what any good mate 

does in that  s i tuat ion, cal led 

him a load of  names, and put 

the phone down. I t  was too late 

to see i f  anyone else wanted 

to go so, instead of  cancel l ing 

the swim I  thought to mysel f 

I  would keep i t  just  in case I 

needed to move. 

The alarm went of f  around 

06:30 and surpris ingly I 

s lept  wel l  consider ing the 

excitement the night before. 

I  had a cuppa and loaded the 

van ready to go and to be 

honest  that  was the longest 

wait , as  you can’t  get  on there 

unti l  09:00. 

The t ime had come and 

with a hop, skip and a jump I 

was pul l ing into the carpark, 

Fudge already had his  f ront 

paws on the dash wondering 

where we were as this  was a 

new adventure for  him also. 

I  le f t  an eager Fudge in the 

van, unloaded the gear, and 

noticed an angler  standing 

behind his  car  as I  pul led out 

the barrow. We got  chatt ing 

and he explained that  himsel f 

and a few of  his  mates had 

a lake exclusive for  48 hours 

and to my del ight  he also 

added the lake was f ishing 

wel l .  He added that  they had 

8 f ish between them with the 

biggest  being a common just 

over  32lb, he also told me the 

main bulk of  the f ish came out 

BigCarp 101

EXCLUSIVE



EXCLUSIVE

BigCarp 102

of  swim M25. 

Whi le  congratulat ing him I 

was thinking in the back of 

my head that’s  good news 

but on the other  hand, would 

that  of  made them push out. 

I  thought to mysel f  oh wel l 

i t  is  what i t  is  and with the 

barrow loaded up I  unleashed 

the rocket  named Fudge out 

of  the passenger seat  of  the 

van.  He appeared to be more 

enthusiast ic  than I  was as I 

opened the main gate to the 

f ishery and proceeded around 

the r ight-hand side of  the 

lake.No sooner had I  picked 

the barrow up, i t  was t ime 

to put i t  back down again 

as i t  was only a short  walk 

to the second swim. I  was 

glowing with excitement as I 

connected Fudge to his  long 

lead. 

There was no t ime to waste 

as I  knew I  only had 2 hours 

to get  everything sorted and 

f ind a couple of  spots to place 
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the baits .  I  had my laptop with 

me, and I  was due on a team’s 

meeting at  11:00 which I  know 

sounds l ike plenty of  t ime but 

I  wanted to get  everything 

perfect  so I  knew I  would 

be f ishing to the best  of  my 

abi l i ty. 

After  3  maybe 4 casts, I 

found a lovely spot  ten wraps 

out  plum in the centre of  the 

two is lands.  This  was perfect 

for  the plan I  had previously 

worked out for  the left-hand 

rod.  Next, I  found a lovely 

l i t t le  spot  for  the r ight-hand 

rod, this  was 8 wraps and quite 

shal low with a l i t t le  weed just 

to the left  of  the spot .  Perfect! 

I  unzipped my rod bag and 

loaded each r ig with a match 

the hatch wafter, a l though 

on the left-hand rod was a 

Natraf ish and the r ight-hand 

was a SSK, I  wanted to see 

i f  they had a preference but 

saying that  my conf idence was 

high regarding either  f lavour. 

The rods went out  lovely 

a long with a scatter ing of 

15mm and 12mm boi l ies over 

both rods, again as previously 

mentioned I  was not  bait ing 

t ight , just  one here and one 

there over  the s ize of  hal f  a 

tennis court .  I  did however 

bait  the r ight-hand rod a l i t t le 

t ighter  but  baited along the 

whole of  the is land (Hansel l 

and Gretal  sty le) . 

Time was now t ight  for  my 

11:00 meeting so I  quickly 

put up my bivvy, s l id my 

bed chair  under and pressed 

the on button to the laptop. 

I  made a quick cuppa before 

a col league appeared on my 

screen.  Ahmad asked where I 

was? I  smiled and said I  am at 

the of f ice in which he laughed 

and asked i f  I  had caught.  I 

repl ied that  I  had only been 

there for  two hours, so I  had not 

yet  started f ishing.  After  that , 

the topic shi f ted f rom f ishing 

to a discussion about work. 

We were 30 minutes into the 

meeting when unexpectedly 

my receiver  burst  into song, 

and I  was away on the left-
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hand rod.  I  unprofessional ly 

threw my laptop to the s ide 

whi le  mumbling something 

l ike, I ’ve got  a  take.  I  picked the 

rod up and was immediately 

met by a sol id weight on the 

other  end and I  knew instant ly 

I  was into a decent f ish. 

The f ish kited along the edge 

of  the left-hand is land and at 

this  point  I  was worr ied the 

f ish would try and get  around 

the mini  point  that  separated 

the M25 to the lay-by which 

for  a  second, I  thought this 

was going to be achieved.  I 

had the Torr ix bent r ight  over 

and r ight  at  the last  minute 

whatever  was on the end 

turned and started to come 

towards me. 

My legs were shaking by 

now as when the f ish turned, 

I  caught a quick look at  what 

I  was playing, the carp had a 

massive set  of  shoulders and 

I  could just  make out 2 huge 

scales on the left-hand side 

near  the gi l l  p late. 

Although I  was not  a  100% 

sure i t  was the mega scaly 

i t  was enough to make me 

absolutely shit  mysel f.  The 

rest  of  the batt le  was terr i fy ing 

and with every f l ick of  l ine of f Ư 

i ts  dorsal  f in  had me praying 

to the carp gods please, please 

let  me land this .  The f ish by 

now was start ing to weaken 

and the leader was spending 

more t ime vis ibly out  of  the 

water  before a l l  of  sudden 

this  beauti ful  p lated mirror 

was on i ts  s ide gl istening 

in the sun l ight .  I  quickly 

lowered the net  into the abyss 

and s lowly persuaded her 

over  the drawcord, she was  

yessssssssssssssssssssss get 

in! 

By this  point  I  was 99.9999% 

sure i t  was the f ish I  had 

craved al l  of  them months back 

however, I  grabbed my phone 

and scrol led for  the picture. 

I  l i f ted the net  and al l  was 

conf i rmed, yes bloody yes, I 

whispered under my breath. 

 I t  was a swelter ing day 

so there was no t ime to 
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waste, I  cut  the leader of fand 

transferred my pr ize to the 

onsite retainer, I  then f i l led 

up the bucket with f resh 

water  and completely soaked 

the unhooking matt .  I  wanted 

to be as quick as possible 

making sure once she was 

on the matt  I  had everything 

to hand.  Lucky for  me there 

were a couple of  anglers  on 

who very kindly gave me hand 

with video and some amazing 

pictures.  Al l  I  can say is  thank 

you guys. 

I t  was t ime to l i f t  her  out  and 

I  lowered her  down on to the 

matt  this  was quickly fo l lowed 
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by me unzipping the retainer. 

I t  seemed l ike forever  as I 

unrol led the landing net  mesh 

to reveal  what id caught.  Al l 

I  heard was the guy behind 

the camera go, f**king hel l 

that  is  stunning, as I  s l id the 

net  out  f rom under her.  The 

retainer  was then zipped back 

up before I  hooked on the 

wheel  of  fortune, I  l i f ted her 

of f  the deck and the needle 

spun round to 42lb dead.  Not 

a 40lber  unfortunately as I 

st i l l  had to take of f  the s l ing, 

but  i t  real ly  did not  matter 

she was i t , the one I  wanted 

and f i rst  f ish as wel l .  The 

photographs were captured 

during the process of  bathing 

her  thoroughly, whi le  I  quiet ly 

expressed my grat i tude for  the 

memory.  I  quickly z ipped her 

back up in the retainer  and 

returned her  to the water’s 

edge, no sooner had I  been 

cradl ing her  in my arms i t  was 

already t ime to say goodbye. 

The retainer  was opened, 

and I  had one last  look at  her 

before she conf ident ly  swam 

away the last  image being her 

beauti ful  large tai l . 

Again, I  shook the angler ’s 

hand and please forgive me 

I  don’t  remember your name 

and thanked him for  his  help. 

I  had to s i t  for  5  minutes just 

to take in what had happened 

before tying on a new r ig. 

I  pierced another  Natraf ish 

wafter  and threaded i t  onto the 

bait  f loss, burnt  the ends, and 

placed the r ig on the f loor  next 

to my distant  st ick.  I  only got 

to s ix when I  was away again, 

this  t ime I  looked up to see the 

r ight-hand rod taking on an 

alarming curve.  I  dropped the 

rod I  was wrapping and made 

a dash down to the other  rod, 

a l though I  was on a t ight  drag 

the f ish was st i l l  able to take 

l ine.  Again, I  picked up the 

rod in quest ion and was met 

by what seemed l ike another 

heavy f ish, (Bl imey what I  have 

stepped in I  thought to mysel f ) 

but  I  did not  care whatever  i t 

was I  wanted more lo l .  The 
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the camera go, f**king hel l 

that  is  stunning, as I  s l id the 

net  out  f rom under her.  The 

retainer  was then zipped back 

up before I  hooked on the 

wheel  of  fortune, I  l i f ted her 

of f  the deck and the needle 

spun round to 42lb dead.  Not 

a 40lber  unfortunately as I 

st i l l  had to take of f  the s l ing, 

but  i t  real ly  did not  matter 

she was i t , the one I  wanted 
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photographs were captured 

during the process of  bathing 

her  thoroughly, whi le  I  quiet ly 

expressed my grat i tude for  the 

memory.  I  quickly z ipped her 

back up in the retainer  and 

returned her  to the water’s 

edge, no sooner had I  been 

cradl ing her  in my arms i t  was 

already t ime to say goodbye. 

The retainer  was opened, 

and I  had one last  look at  her 

before she conf ident ly  swam 

away the last  image being her 

beauti ful  large tai l . 

Again, I  shook the angler ’s 

hand and please forgive me 

I  don’t  remember your name 

and thanked him for  his  help. 

I  had to s i t  for  5  minutes just 

to take in what had happened 
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heavy f ish, (Bl imey what I  have 
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The Legendary Big Carp Series

presents

‘Heather The Leather’ – The jewel of the Blackwater Valley. She is THE Yateley Car Park Lake legend; a
fish that shaped and changed the lives of some of the greatest carp anglers this country has ever known.
Pete Springate, Robin Dix, Ritchie MacDonald, Jock White, Terry Pethybridge, Nigel Sharpe, Terry Hearn…
the list goes on of anglers who devoted weeks, months and years of their lives in pursuit of the queen of

the lake. She has gone now; gone to that great carp lake in the sky, but here, thanks to one of the county’s
most talented young artists, she has been brought back to life for all to wonder at her beauty… I am

proud to bring you No. 2 in the Big Carp Legendary Fish series – Heather – God save the Queen!

www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk

fine arts

Price £25.00 plus £8.00 Recorded Delivery and tube.
Call 01252 373658 for card payment or go to our website for secure Paypal payment.
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batt le  was incredible with the 

carp f ighting for  what seemed 

l ike a good 10-15 minutes 

before i t  showed any signs of 

s lowing down. 

Eventual ly  though the 

batt le  was won and I  netted a 

stunning common of  32lb and 

ounces, this  f ish had some 

ser ious att i tude and for  as 

long as I  was holding her  up 

for  the pictures her  dorsal  f in 

never  col lapsed once. 

The f ish was later  identi f ied 

as Neptune, a  name given after 

i t  became entangled with a 

rake during lake de-weeding. 

The new r igs were set  up 

quickly, both rods returned 

to the water, and after 

apologising for  the abrupt cal l 

drop, I  resumed my meeting 

with my col league.  Time was 

now wel l  into the afternoon 

when Jaimie and her  youngest 

Ol i  came over  to see me and as 

you can imagine I  was eager to 

show them what I  had caught. 

She said Wel l  done and made 

hersel f  at  home on my bed 

chair  whi le  Ol i  came at  me 

with a hundred quest ions lo l . 

They had been with me for 

around 30 minutes when the 

left-hand rod was away again, 

I  l i f ted the rod and contacted 

yet  another  carp.  This  one l ike 

the f i rst  k i ted left  before a l l  of 

a  sudden, I  had that  dreadful 

sensation of  a  hook pul l .  I  was 

gutted as I  wanted Jaimie to 

see what a l l  the fuss is  about, 

oh wel l  you cannot win them 

al l  and I  put  the rod back out 

on the spot . 

An hour had passed, and i t 

was t ime for  Jaimie and Ol i 

to  leave me to i t  as Ol i  had 

a school  disco that  evening, 

so I  waved them of f  and sat 

back as I  had some emai ls  to 

send.  No sooner had I  put  the 

laptop on the r ight-hand rod 

was away, I  saw the f ish bai l 

wave of  the spot  and I  knew 

it  was another  good f ish.  I 

grabbed the rod and was met 

by a sol id pressure fo l lowed 

just  as quickly by a feel ing 

of  disappointment (shi i i i i i t ) 
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another  one  had  fa l l en  o f f  . 

No  way  I  thought  to  myse l f, 

what ’s  caus ing  that  and 

I  dec ided  to  l engthen  the 

boom by  an  inch , my  th ink ing 

be ing  they  were  fee l ing  the 

lead  to  qu ick  and  I  was  jus t 

ca tch ing  them ra ther  than 

the  hook  f l y ing  back  fu r ther 

in  to  the  mouth . 

Another  2  hours had passed, 

and I  was away on the r ight-

hand rod again, this  t ime a 

beauti ful  l inear  graced the 

net  which weighed 23lb and 

ounces.  I  was being spoi led 

that’s  for  sure and the guys 

I  had met continued cl icking 

of f  some amazing pictures for 

me.  The day was capped of f 

with a further  mirror, a  stocky 

of  around 19lb and I  decided 

to leave the guys alone for 

this  one and made do with 

sel f-takes. 

The  n ight  was  s low and  the 

ant ic ipat ion  o f  fu r ther  b i tes 

cont inu ing  th rough  the  n ight 
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were  met  by  the  morn ing 

chorus  o f  b i rd  l i f e.  There 

t ru ly  i s  someth ing  spec ia l 

about  ea r ly  morn ing  and  I 

honest ly  th ink  i t ’s  a  magica l 

t ime  on  a  l ake  to  be  awake, 

espec ia l l y  when  i t s  ca lm. 

The  mis t  ro l l ing  o f f  the  water 

whi le  look ing  fo r  s igns  o f 

f eed ing  f i sh  in  the  midd le  o f 

a  patch  o f  bubb les  i s  a lways 

the  p ic ture  in  my  head  o f 

what  heaven  shou ld  be  when 

that  day  comes  to  us  a l l . 

The t ime was 06:15 before 

the left-hand rod was f inal ly 

away again, a  very powerful 

f ish and one I  could not  stop. 

The powerful  f ish had made i t 

through the gap between the 

two is lands and by the look of 

the direct ion of  the l ine i t  was 

at  least  ten yards past  the point 

of  no return.  I  just  could not 

stop whatever  I  was attached 

to, i t  was unbel ievable. 

I  could see the l ine cutt ing 

through the corner  of  the r ight-

hand is land and al l  my fears 

came true when the l ine went 

completely s lack.  I  could not 

bel ieve i t , I  don’t  think I  have 

ever  been so royal ly  done by 

a carp in a l l  my f ishing days. 

However, I  was more gutted 

that  I  had left  a  r ig in the f ish 

I  was playing. 

F ishing is  a  s t range sport 

rea l ly, I  had a  great  24 

hours  and caught  arguably 

the  best- looking mir ror  I 

have ever  had the  p leasure 

o f  catching and a l though 

incredib ly  happy with  what 

I  had caught .  There  was 

potent ia l  for  improvement . 

To be  cont inued. 

Can I  take  th is  opportuni ty 

to  thank the  2  anglers  that 

he lped me and to  a lso  thank 

Big  Carp Magazine for  i ts 

amazing support  over  the  last 

7  years .  To show my grat i tude 

I  would  l ike  to  o f fer  B ig  Carp 

Magazine subscr ibers  a  15% 

discount  on a l l  Aqua L i l ium 

Clothing products , p lease  use 

code: Megascaly38. 

Al l  the  best 

Mark  Quinn
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‘Signed Delivery’. 
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NEW SUBTLE JUST THE BC LOGO see website 
for details
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S
adly, my own 

personal  f ishing 

has been pretty non 

existent  over  the 

past  6  months, not  only due 

to running the ‘Obsession 

Carp Socials’  Events, but  the 

chores of  everyday l i fe  having 

taken over.

However, at  the end of  June, 

I  found mysel f  with 3 whole 

nights at  my disposal .  Yes, 

that’s  r ight…..  3  whole nights! 

Something that  I  could have 

only dreamt of  over  the last 

few months.

I  had two of  my Syndicates 

in mind, but  sadly both were 

in ful l  spawning mode and 

regardless of  whether  a  f ishery 

shuts or  not , I  just  won’t 

f ish for  them. So these were 

quickly ruled out .  This  left  me 

with my f inal  Syndicate, which 

lucki ly  is  only 15 -  20 minutes 

down the road, otherwise i t 

would have been down to the 

rat  race of  local  day t icket 

waters.

After  deciding to go with 

my local  Syndicate.  I  started 

to prep the bait  in advance to 
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al low the oi ls  and l iquids to 

real ly  soak into the core of  the 

bait , something I  have done for 

30 years plus and something 

I  swear by.  I  def inite ly  prefer 

i t  when the l iquids etc, are 

more of  a  shine, rather  than a 

gloopy mess on the outside, 

which I  bel ieve wi l l  pretty 

much wash of f  in  the f i rst  few 

hours of  submersion, i f  not 

sooner.  I  want my spot to be 

tr ickl ing out  attract ion over 

a  longer per iod of  t ime and 

something in my opinion, my 

tact ics of fer.  So, before I  send 

you to s leep, lo l .  Fast  forward 

a few days, and with having 

only one more s leep mysel f  to 

the tr ip [ feel ing l ike a kid at 

Christmas] , i t  was t ime to give 

my bait  of  choice, ‘At lantic 

Heat’ , which as a lways 

was f rom Baitworks, a  good 

dust ing of  their  Crustacean 

Powder to further  enhance al l 

the goodness within another 

great  edge in my armoury.
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Well  the day f inal ly  arr ived 

and with the van al l  loaded , 

I  set  of f  on the short  journey 

down to the Lake.  Unless 

you’ve been l iv ing under a 

rock, the weather  has been far 

f rom ideal  for  a  very prolonged 

spel l , and sadly i t  wasn’t 

forecast  to be any better 

for  the next  72 hours, with 

temperatures consistent ly 

hitt ing 30 degrees.  Oh joy! 

But either  way I  was f inal ly 

back and was going to make 

the most of  some down t ime, 

regardless of  how the f ishing 

went.

After  a  very hot  and sweaty 

set  up, i t  was t ime for  my 

customary cold beer, in 

remembrance of  my Dad [ i f 

you are new to my art ic les] , 

and to s i t  back and watch 

the water  for  a  few hours, 

before putt ing any rods out . 

This  is  something I  do quite 

regular ly, as I  l ike to rest 

the swim from the pressure 
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of  l ines, because as we al l 

know venues nowadays see 

very l i t t le  rest  t ime between 

anglers .  With that  in mind, I 

put  a  very smal l  scatter ing 

of  bait  on the spots, which 

consisted of  a  mix of  Pel let 

and Atlantic Heat whole, 

halved and crumbed, which 

in my opinion, a l lows any f ish 

wi l l ing to feed an unpressured 

opportunity.

Within a couple of  hours I 

was gett ing noticeable s igns, 

on my spot on the edge of 

the is land.  So I  decided to 

get  a  baited rod on i t , a lbeit , 

probably hal f  a  rod length 

back f rom where I ’d normal ly 

f ish to, due to a lower water 

level  than normal .  Something 

I ’m sure most  Fisheries are 

having problems with this 

year.
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BIG CARP
WATERCOLOUR  CARP  PA INT INGS

The Legendary Big Carp Series

presents

Here she is at last! Regarded by many as the ‘ultimate’ big carp, the stunning Black Mirror, captured here beneath

the Colnemere snags. The Black Mirror joins Bazil and Heather in our ‘legendary carp hall of fame’, soon to be

joined by other famous carp that have shaped our big carp heritage, starred alongside the UK’s most famous carp

anglers and made us all gasp at their beauty and give those who have dedicated their lives in pursuit of them, the

utmost respect. One of my favourite carp of all time – strong, dark and so very difficult to put on the mat. Once

again an absolute masterpiece, the one and only Black Mirror is available now as a small number of signed and

numbered prints (100). Anyone interested in this or any of the others take a look at the website.

At the very modest price of £25, this is a collection not to be missed. 

There will never be a collection like this again. Now is your only chance to own the history fish collection.

www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk

fine arts

Price £25.00 plus £8.00 Recorded Delivery and tube.
Call 01252 373658 for card payment or go to our website for secure Paypal payment.
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With the heat  pushing into 

the high twenties, and pretty 

much no breeze or  movement 

on the water  at  a l l , I  was 

shocked when the receiver 

suddenly went into overdr ive. 

In fact , I  was so shocked, that 

in my excitement, my lunge for 

the rod resulted in a near ly  ful l 

can of  ice cold Cruz Campo, 

emptying i ts  contents a l l  over 

the swim. On the br ight  s ide, 

I  was in and as the batt le 

commenced I  was grateful  to 

be out  doing what I  love once 

more.

After  a  spir i ted batt le, I 

f inal ly  s l id the net  under 

a beauti ful  21lb Common, 

caught on a Atlantic Heat Hard 

Hooker Bottom bait , wrapped 

in matching Frozen Paste.

With the pics done, but  more 

important ly  a  smal l  wound 

from spawning treated , I  got 

the f ish back into the water, to 

recover  as quickly as possible. 

Now when I  say back in the 

water, I  don’t  mean released. 

I  mean to recover.  So often, 

I  see Anglers just  open their 

s l ings and t ip the f ish back 

in [which to me is  very hard 

to understand, especial ly  in 

the warmer months] .  I  l ike to 

hold the Sl ing/Retainer, in  the 

edge for  5  -  10 minutes where                                                                                                                                           

possible, to  a l low the Carp to 

regroup and get  some energy 

back f rom the batt le.  9  out 

of  10 t imes the Carp wi l l  let 

you know when i t ’s  ready, and 

r ight ly  so, in my opinion.  I ’m 

from a generat ion, where we 

would hold a f ish in the water, 

in  our  hands, unti l  i t  gave a 

kick of  i ts  tai l , which was 

lett ing us know it  was ready to 

be re leased, normal ly  gett ing 

a face ful l  of  lake water, as a 

part ing gi f t .  These creatures 

are magical , regardless of  s ize, 

so should be handled with the 

care, love and respect  that 

they deserve.

Anyway, back to the session 

[before I  start  on the unhooking 

mats in the sun and water  in 

buckets, as hot  as a bath, lo l ] . 

With the rod now back on the 
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s l ings and t ip the f ish back 

in [which to me is  very hard 

to understand, especial ly  in 

the warmer months] .  I  l ike to 

hold the Sl ing/Retainer, in  the 

edge for  5  -  10 minutes where                                                                                                                                           

possible, to  a l low the Carp to 

regroup and get  some energy 

back f rom the batt le.  9  out 

of  10 t imes the Carp wi l l  let 

you know when i t ’s  ready, and 

r ight ly  so, in my opinion.  I ’m 

from a generat ion, where we 

would hold a f ish in the water, 

in  our  hands, unti l  i t  gave a 

kick of  i ts  tai l , which was 

lett ing us know it  was ready to 

be re leased, normal ly  gett ing 

a face ful l  of  lake water, as a 

part ing gi f t .  These creatures 

are magical , regardless of  s ize, 

so should be handled with the 

care, love and respect  that 

they deserve.

Anyway, back to the session 

[before I  start  on the unhooking 

mats in the sun and water  in 

buckets, as hot  as a bath, lo l ] . 

With the rod now back on the 
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spot and my other  two rods 

also in posit ion.  I  sat  back 

to get  some food on the go, 

a  lovely Korean style chicken 

and r ice Dish.  Not a Pot 

Noodle in s ight…..  But before 

I  managed to take even a bite, 

the same rod was in again. 

With two bleeps and a s l ight 

r ise of  the bobbin, that  was 

enough indicat ion for  me and 

within no t ime I  was attached 

to my second of  the tr ip.  With 

i ts  constant quick turns and 

darts , l ike i t  was possessed, I 

knew straight away that  this 

one was a lot  smal ler.  But 

saying this , I  soon had a lovely 

14lb Mirror  in the net  and in 

these condit ions, something 
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I  was pleased as punchabout. 

Bait  was the same as before, 

over  a  smal l  amount of  Pel let 

and Boi l ie  Mix.

With dinner demolished and 

everything t idied up, I  sat  back 

to watch the water  and take 

in the beauti ful  surroundings. 

Something I  think we al l 

sometimes take for  granted, 

but  for  me is  a l l  part  of  the 

experience.  However, in  no 

t ime at  a l l , I  was brought back 

to real i ty, as my left  hand rod, 

posit ioned to some nearby 

Li ly  pads, was away.

This t ime, I  was a l i t t le 

shocked as the f ish came 

steadi ly, straight towards me, 

but  as i t  came to the surface, 

i t  then decided to commence 

batt le, and my god this  thing 

held deep, heading to near ly 

every snag in my swim, as wel l 

as the one next  to me.  But with 

a l i t t le  bit  of  pat ience, as wel l 

as a few extra grey hairs , the 

culpr i t , a  Common, weighing 
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just  under 24lb, was ly ing in 

the net .  This  one fe l l , once 

again to a Baitworks Atlantic 

Heat Bottom Bait , wrapped 

in i ts  matching Frozen Paste. 

I ’ve used Paste s ince the 

‘90s, when a f r iend ‘Simon 

Pomeroy’  aka Pom (Pal latrax) 

owned Pal l ington Lakes and 

showed me al l  of  i ts  benef i ts 

[def inite ly  a  no brainer! ] . 

‘Good memories’  and ‘other 

stor ies’  for  one day, for  me to 

write about, including playing 

‘Ki l ler ’  on the Dartboard and 

‘Wibbly Wobbly’  [don’t  ask, 

lo l ] .  With lots  of  Pendulum 

and Kaiser  Chiefs  music being 

played as loud as poss whi lst 

ro l l ing bait .

Anyway with the l ight 

disappearing fast , I  was over 

the moon to have caught 3 

Carp, within the f i rst  4  hours 

of  actual ly  Fishing.  I  would 

have been happy to go home 

with just  the one recorded in 

my Journal .
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The night was muggy, with 

no air  at  a l l  and so morning 

had come, with not  a  s ingle 

indicat ion.  Which in fa i rness 

wasn’t  a  surpr ise.  I  was up at 

4am and put a pouch or  two 

of  Mix over  my spots, just  to 

refresh.

Sat  in my doorway, just  after 

my end of  the lake just  seemed 

devoid of  any carp, i t  wasn’t 

unti l  about 10am when I  saw 

the f i rst  few bubbles coming 

up over  my middle rod that 

was in between two sets of 

pads, that  has a bar  running 

through them. However, the 

f izzing soon disappeared 

along with, in my thoughts, the 

opportunity of  another.  But to 

my surprise, just  an hour later, 

i f  not  less, I  was attached to 

my fourth of  the tr ip.  Going 

16lb 4oz on the scales.  The 

Mirror  took a l ik ing to the 

Bottom Bait  and even though 

i t  wasn’t  a  monster, i t  was 

def inite ly  more than welcome 
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after  a  very quiet  night.

With condit ions so hot  and 

humid, I  decided to put this 

rod back out on a Black and 

Yel low Zig, about hal f  a  foot 

f rom the surface.  My other  2 

rods were left  in  s i tu, unti l 

about 2pm when I  pul led 

them al l  in  to go and get  some 

suppl ies f rom my larger  ‘Carp 

Green’  Cool  Box [ the smal ler 

version is  a lways in my Bivvy] . 

I  have a couple of  di f ferent 

s izes of  these Cool  Boxes for 

our  ‘Social  Events’  and they 

are a total  game changer, I 

promise you.  Keeping things 

f resh in these, is  a  breeze, not 

only f resh Meat, but  in these 

hot  condit ions, ice cold dr inks 

etc, make the condit ions 

bearable.  So a ice cold bott le 

of  Water  and a can of  Fanta 

were quickly downed.

Gett ing back to my swim, 

after  a  s low walk around, just 

to check other  areas of  the 

lake, I  got  the rods back out 
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and sat  in the shade.  Just 

after  4pm my left  hand rod 

was away again and after  a 

very short  and spir i ted batt le, 

I  had a lovely mid 20lb Mirror 

in the net  star ing back at  me. 

After  unhooking i t  in  the water 

and securing the net  with a 

storm pole, I  set  about gett ing 

everything ready, to weigh 

and photo i t .  When suddenly, 

f rom behind me, I  heard an 

almighty splash.

With the real izat ion that  i t 

could only be one of  only two 

options, I  quickly knew it  was 

the worst one, as this individual 

had decided to put on i ts  own 

Sea World show. Gutted was 

an understatement, as i t  was a 

lovely scaled chestnut Mirror. 

But these things happen and 

you have to see the funny side 

or  you’ l l  dr ive yoursel f  mad.

With the rod back out, my 

pain was soon to be rect i f ied 

when the same rod was away 

again.  Only this  t ime with a 

BaitWorks Round PineapHel l 

Wafter  on.  The batt le  was 
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another  s low, heavy af fair 

with the f ish holding deep, 

with the odd s low turn to head 

back and forth.

With the f ish safely netted, I 

made sure there was no repeat 

of  my ear l ier  misfortune and 

was soon holding another 

Common, just  under the 22lb 

mark, for  the cameras.  Result .

The evening and night t ime 

passed pretty much the same 

as the evening before.  And 

with no alarms beeping and 

just  a  very large noisy old 

Hedgehog keeping me awake, 

I  soon found mysel f  refreshing 

the spots, the same as the day 

before, at  just  after  4am.

The morning was just  l ike a 

‘Eat , S leep, Repeat’  moment, 

as the f ish were soon back in 

the area, and just  after  10am 

I  was away again.  After  an 

albeit , deja vu sort  of  f ight , the 

perpetrator  and yet  another 

one over  the 20lb mark s l ipped 

graceful ly  over  the cord.  The 

phenomenal  PineapHel l  Round 

Wafter, doing the business 

again.  This  t ime, however, I 

didn’t  put  the rod back out as 
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the commotion had spooked 

the f ish in the area and 

with the other  two rods also 

remaining dormant for  the 

next  few hours, I  decided to 

reel  in and go of f  sta lking with 

the bare essentia ls  and just 

one rod, in hope of  banking a 

bonus f ish.  Sadly, but  not  f rom 

lack of  t rying, the Carp were 

only interested in one thing. 

Basking.

Fee l ing  the  heat  a  l i t t l e 

myse l f, I  dec ided  to  head 

back  to  my  swim, to  regroup 

and  take  a  few b i t s  back  to 

the  van  to  make  i t  eas ie r 

fo r  the  fo l lowing  days  pack 

down.

With  the  f ina l  n ight  upon me, 

I  was  over  the  moon  wi th  the 

sess ion  and  wi th  the  p lan  o f 

l eav ing  la te  even ing  the  next 

day, I  was  hope fu l  o f  maybe 

one  o r  two  more.  The  n ight , 

once  aga in  came and  went , 
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EXCLUSIVEBIG CARP
WATERCOLOUR  CARP  PA INT INGS

The Legendary Big Carp Series

presents

This is the first in a series of watercolour paintings capturing England’s fantastic carp history. 
‘The Legendary Big Carp series’ has been especially commissioned to celebrate a massive milestone in
Big Carp magazine’s history – the 200th issue! Bazil, that famous Yateley North Lake legend, seen

here in her natural habitat, is the first in a set of numbered and signed prints – absolutely
breathtaking and scale perfect. The A3 prints are very modestly priced at only £25 and are available
now on the Big Carp website www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk. Visit the site, go to the shop and select the
‘Fine Art’ section. There is also more information on the rest of the series, which will be available at

one to two-month intervals, but I can tell you that the Black Mirror, the Burghfield Common, Heather,
Jumbo, Jack, Mary, Clarissa, the Bishop, the Royal Forty, the Fat Lady, Mary’s Mate etc are already on

the list and we are up for any more favourites – just let us know – Rob Maylin

www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk

fine arts

Price £25.00 plus £8.00 Recorded Delivery and tube.
Call 01252 373658 for card payment or go to our website for secure Paypal payment.
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and  as  the  same rout ine  as  o f 

the  l as t  two  morn ings  p layed 

out , I  watched  the  water  wi th 

in tent .

By 8am it  was already feeling 

ridiculously hot and truth 

be told, I  wasn’t feeling too 

confident.  By Midday, with 

most of my kit  packed down 

and my morning bite t imes well 

and truly gone, my head was 

already thinking about getting 

home earl ier than planned.

Shower, unpack and take 

Emma out for  a  lovely meal 

and few drinks somewhere. 

Brownie points, after  a l l !

After  I  cal led her  to te l l  her 

my plan, I  was sort ing out 

my last  few items and heard 

my clutch go into overdr ive 

(Receiver  a l ready packed 

away and Alarms as a lways on 

si lent) , I  was soon on the rod 

and knowing this  was going 

to be my last  of  the tr ip, the 

pressure was on.  But in no 

t ime at  a l l , I  soon had another 
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cracking Carp on the bank, 

weighing 24lb 8oz caught 

once again on the PineapHel l 

Round Wafter.  I  was absolutely 

over  the moon, as this  spot , 

a l though the bites had dr ied 

up.  I  genuinely bel ieved that 

there was st i l l  f ish in the area, 

and that  i t  should have been 

producing the odd bite or  two. 

So sometimes a s imple change, 

l ike I  did to the Baitworks 

PineapHel l , can make al l  the 

di f ference, br inging me the

3 extra f ish.  Win, win.  I  would 

l ike to say that  that  was the 

last  twist  of  the tr ip, but  my 

barrow wheel  had other  ideas. 

I t  decided, on my walk back to 

the Van that  i t  was having a 

day of f  and the tyre decided to 

blow out.  So my planned ear ly 

return home didn’t  quite work 

out , with everything having 

to be carr ied back by hand in 

the 30 plus heat .  Something 

I ’m def inite ly  not  bui l t  for, lo l .

Anyway to sum up…..

It  just  shows that  with a 

l i t t le  ef fort  and patience, the 

f ish are certainly there to be 

caught, even in extreme heat . 

Even though I ’ l l  be glad when 

Autumn/Winter  is  here, 8  f ish, 

6  being over  the 20lb plus 

mark, I ’ l l  take that  anytime of 

the year.

“Enjoy f ishing your way 

and don’t  let  anyone tel l  you 

otherwise”.  As we say here 

at  Obsession Carp “Bel ieve in 

your Dreams”.

Unti l  next  t ime,

Mark Rose
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Someone pinch me!!!  I 

st i l l  can’t  bel ieve i t , this 

session meant so much to 

me for  so many reasons, i t ’s 

not  easy behind the scenes 

and I  very RARELY get  these 

opportunit ies so when I  do. . . I 

have to make i t  count!!!

Personal  best  45lb Mirror, 

personal  best  44lb Common 

Complex Record, 2  Grass Carp 

30 and 32lbs and to f inish with 

a 29lb Mirror  -  Dreams real ly 

can come true. . .

Those  o f  you  that  know me, 

wi l l  know that  even  though 

I  l i ve  a t  Ang le rs  Parad ise, I 

don ’t  ac tua l ly  get  much  t ime 

to  go  f i sh ing  because  o f  my 

ro le  a t  AP!  I  l i t e ra l l y  l i ve, 
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eat  and  breathe  AP, and  that 

i s  my  l i f e, but  I  l ove  see ing 

so  many  d i f f e rent  wa lks 

o f  l i f e  here, see ing  day  to 

day, ang le rs  ca tch ing  PB’s , 

peop le  mak ing  memor ies  and 

o f  course  k ids  and  adu l ts 

ca tch ing  the i r  f i r s t  f i sh  and 

ga in ing  a  pass ion  fo r  f i sh ing 

f rom what  we  do . . . I  l ove  i t ! 

I t  means  the  wor ld  to  me!

Every other  week during 

the peak season months, I 

get  a  few hours to mysel f  and 

because my t ime is  l imited, 

I  go in search of  the f ish, 

sta lking and surface f ishing.

This session was a 40th 

birthday wish as i t  had been 

years s ince I  was gi f ted ‘ t ime’ 

to actual ly  go night f ishing 

and to have any longer than 

5 hours, this  is  a  big treat 

for  me!!  So a day/night/day 

session was more than I  could 

ever  wish for  and also with my 

amazing husband which was 

a blessing on i ts  own that  we 

could have this  t ime together 

doing what we love most!!

When my husband said that 

he wanted me to be the one 

to christen and f ish the new 

Nirvana Syndicate, I  was blown 

away and haven’t  stopped 

thinking about i t  s ince!

Nervous, excited and 

butter f l ies  going crazy, after 

dropping of f  our  youngest , 

the t ime had f inal ly  come to 

go FISHING!!!

I  was going to savour every 

minute being there, and that 

I  did, catching would be a 

bonus as I  real ly  had no idea 

what was about to happen. . .

The f i rst  day was extremely 

windy and very chal lenging 

with the bait ing pole!!  After 

the traps were set , i t  was t ime 

to wait  after  several  attempts 

gett ing the r igs and bait  in 

place.  Plenty of  pel let  and 

crushed Monster  Tiger  Nut 

Boi l ies were planted and the 

Carp were already feeding 

which was a very good sign!

It  ended up being the best 

Carp Red Letter  Fishing 

session of  my l i fe!
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Never did I  think I  would 

catch one forty. . .but  TWO!!!  2 

Grass Carp to 32lbs and a 29lb 

Mirror!

After  catching my personal 

best  and Common Complex 

Record at  44lbs, I  honest ly 

never  expected i t  to  get  any 

better. . .

But  then i t  happened, we’d 

just  f inished a beauti ful 

dinner that  my husband 

cooked, steak, broccol i , 

asparagus and a jacket  potato, 

absolutely del ic ious!  Then, a l l 

of  a  sudden, my r ight  hand rod 

screams of f ! !

Another  amazing f ight , I 

knew this  was going to be a 

big Carp!  I t  was one of  the 

most nerve wracking moments 

in my l i fe  praying that  she’d 
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BIG CARP
WATERCOLOUR  CARP  PA INT INGS

presents

www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk

fine arts

Price £25.00 plus £8.00 Recorded Delivery and tube.
Call 01252 373658 for card payment or go to our website for secure Paypal payment.

Mary and Mary’s Mate, the icons of the great Wraysbury complex… The British Record in the
arms of Terry Hearn and the brace which Sir Pete posed so wonderfully with on the back of his

legends book are but two of the many captures which have earned these two awesome creatures
their place in the Big Carp magazine legends hall of fame.

The A3 prints are very modestly priced at only £25 and are available now on the Big Carp website
www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk. Visit the site, go to the shop and select the ‘Fine Art’ section. There
is also more information on the rest of the series, which will be available at one to two-month in-
tervals, but I can tell you that the Black Mirror, the Burghfield Common, Heather, Jumbo, Jack,
Mary, Clarissa, the Bishop, the Royal Forty, the Fat Lady, Mary’s Mate etc are already on the list

and we are up for any more favourites – just let us know – Rob Maylin
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I  cr ied, i t  was a moment I ’ l l 

never  forget , I  looked at  Joe 

and he was in disbel ief  too, 

we both were just  in shock, 

this  session was just  insane 

and so special , and one I  wi l l 

be eternal ly  grateful  for.

My new personal  best  45lb 

Mirror, what a Fish!!!

I ’m proof  that  Fishing 

Dreams can come true, and i t 

was the best  dream EVER!!!

Thank you to my amazing 

husband for  making this  t r ip 

possible, looking after  me, just 

being a wonderful  husband 

and not  forgett ing cooking 

for  me l ike a Queen, and to 

f r iends Toby and Emma for 

having the boys to make this 

HAPPEN!!!  I  love you al l  and 

wi l l  be eternal ly  grateful 

Ps 1 Peppered Squid Pop Up 

was the winning bait!! 



EXCLUSIVE

BigCarp 140

I  cr ied, i t  was a moment I ’ l l 

never  forget , I  looked at  Joe 

and he was in disbel ief  too, 

we both were just  in shock, 

this  session was just  insane 

and so special , and one I  wi l l 

be eternal ly  grateful  for.

My new personal  best  45lb 

Mirror, what a Fish!!!

I ’m proof  that  Fishing 

Dreams can come true, and i t 

was the best  dream EVER!!!

Thank you to my amazing 

husband for  making this  t r ip 

possible, looking after  me, just 

being a wonderful  husband 

and not  forgett ing cooking 

for  me l ike a Queen, and to 

f r iends Toby and Emma for 

having the boys to make this 

HAPPEN!!!  I  love you al l  and 

wi l l  be eternal ly  grateful 

Ps 1 Peppered Squid Pop Up 

was the winning bait!! 

BigCarp 141

EXCLUSIVE





  SEPT 2025

FREELINE

COOTECOOTE
WINTLEWINTLE
THOMPSONTHOMPSON
CHIVERTONCHIVERTON

WRAYSBURYWRAYSBURY
DAYSDAYS







Editor/Publ isher
Rob Mayl in
Bountyhunter 
Publ icat ions
44 Herbs End
Cove, Hampshire
GU14 9YD

07768 731425
bigcarpstudio@hotmai l .
co.uk

Design & Production
James Harr ison

Also avai lable this 
month Big Carp issue 
350.

Front Cover:
Adrian Wint le  with a 
Wraybury cracker!!

Rob’s Ramblings

F R E E L I N E  4

What a pleasure to be able to support Dan 
Tasker and his lovely family.
His eldest daughter loves fishing with Dad 
and has been pushing for her own rods...and 
Dan got in touch to see if there was anything 
I could do to help.
So I have donated a pair of Terry Hearn’s from 
my personal collection and put together a 
small bundle for her.
To get that spontaneous hug from her and a 
‘Thankyou’... Well... that’s what it’s all about.
A HUGE ‘THANKYOU’ to everyone who 
supports and donates..my initiative could 
not work without you...and THIS is what 
your support translates into.
And what a priceless picture it is.
If anyone would like to donate or get involved 
- PM me and I will send you a link to the 
private group.
Dylan Harvey
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The rumors have already condensed since May,  but  only  today 
the f ishing equipment special ist  trade was informed via  eMail 
that  the NashBait  brand is  being discontinued.  Nashbait  c i tes 
continuous r is ing production costs ,  unstable  supply chains 
and increasingly  str ingent  import  and export  regulat ions as 
the reasons for  this  measure,  which make i t  impossible  for  the 
brand to  continue.

It ’s  a  great  brand that  has  provided the bait  market  for 
decades with excel lent  products ,  and those that  enjoy cult 
status ,  that  we wil l  soon have to  give up.  With Nashbait ,  we 
also leave a  brand that  has  written history and provided 
countless  stories  of  carp anglers .  Alan said “  I t  is  with heavy 
hearts  that  we announce the end of  Nashbait .  An iconic  page 
of  Carpfishing turns today,  but  i ts  legacy wil l  l ive  on through 
the many catches ,  personal  records and memories  created on 
the water.This  decision wasn’t  an easy one,  but  i t  was made to 
ensure the stabi l i ty  and future of  Nash Tackle .

To everyone who has ever  trusted Nashbait  -  THANK YOU! 
You were part  of  something special .”

N A S H B A I T
R U M O U R S   - 
T R U E ! !
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We ’ re  o n  t h e  l o o ko u t  fo r  p a s s i o n a t e ,  d e d i c a t e d  c a r p 
a n g l e r s  t o  j o i n  o u r  t e a m .  I f  yo u  a re  a n  a c t ive  a n g l e r  t h a t  i s 
d e c e n t  w i t h  a  c a m e ra ,  t h e n  d ro p  u s  a  m e s s a g e  t o  s e e  w h a t ’ s 
i nvo lve d . . . . .

We  o f fe r  d i s c o u n t e d  b a i t  t o  t e a m  m e m b e r s  a n d  a re  a lways 
l o o k i n g  t o  p u s h  p e o p l e  t h ro u g h  t o  b e i n g  f u l l  c o n s u l t a n t s  fo r 
t h e  b ra n d ,  b u t  t h i s  o bv i o u s ly  d e p e n d s  o n  j u s t  h o w  a c t ive 
a n d  i nvo lve d  yo u  a re .  Fa c e  B o o k  D M s  a re  o p e n .

O n ly  a c c e p t i n g  1 8 +  U K  b a s e d  a n g l e r s  a t  p re s e n t .
Fo r  m o re  i n fo  c h e c k  o u t  w w w. j u n g l e b a i t s . s h o p
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You’ve  p robably  a lready  read  many of  the  on- l ine  posts 
a b out  the  weeken d at  Hor seshoe .  Here  are  a  few photos  I  took 
during  the  set t in g  up  p er iod  that  don’ t  rea l ly  do  i t  just ice 
a nd how busy  i t  was  on  the  day.  I  just  wanted  to  of fer  my 
p e rsonal  than ks  to  m any of  the  unsung heroes  who helped 
m ake  the  d ay  such  a  success .  To  Br ian  Skoyles  who gave  us 
such  a  great  even t  to  bui ld  on  in  2024.  To  the  wonderful  Carp 
So ciety  s ta f f  Sabr in a  W i dows,  Mi les  Carter,  Karl  Goldsmith , 
L ol ly  and the  fam i ly,  D es ,  the  two Joes  former  P lumpton 
Co l lege  f i s her y  s tuden ts  were  amazing  (  any  t ime you need a 
re ference  guys ,  p ut  m e f i rst  on  the  l i s t ) .  The  Horseshoe  and 
o ther  Bai l i f fs(  than ks  a  mi l l ion  guys)  To  the  Panel  Hassan 
K han ,  Joe  Tur n bul l ,  N ei l  Spooner,  S teve  Br iggs  Ju les  and 
Ia n  Russel ,  great  en ter ta inment  and lots  o f  common-sense 
a nswers .  To  the  trade  and book se l lers  for  their  wonderful 
support ,  th an k you!  Sp ecia l  ment ion  to  Shimano and the  PAC 
who having  broken  down  en  route  so ldiered  on  and got  there 
in  the  end ,  to  the  Sp ecia l is t  groups  who supported  us ,  John 
Ca rver  and Craig  Lyon s  for  the  cast ing .  To  my o ld  mates  Pete 
Pe ter  Curt is ,  R i chard  Stangroom,  the  Crabtree  Society,  S teve 
Chambers  the  Crabtree  Society  Essex ,  and  Greg  F letcher!  And 
the  wonder ful  J i l l  Gr im shaw who did  the  raf f le  for  us .  Thank 
you a l l !

C A R P  S O C I ET Y 
S U M M E R  S H O W  A 
G R E AT  S U C C E S S
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And of  cour se  M aggie  Str i t ton ,  my Maggie ,  who kept  me 
a nd my blood p ressure  under  control ,  regular ly  over  the  past 
4  or  5  mon ths  ever y  t im e I  spat  my ‘dummy out ’  (  without 
he r  the  even t  would  p robably  never  happened)  which  was  a 
p retty  regu lar  occuren ce  in  the  lead  up  to  th is  weekend!  Wel l 
a s  they  say  we got  there  in  the  end!  I f  I ’ve  le f t  anyone  out , 
I  apologise ,  i t ’ s  n ot  i n tent ional  the  term ‘Never  Again! ’  Was 
a  f requent ly  used  p hrase  in  our  house  for  some t ime in  the 
l e ad  up  to  the  day,  i t  usual ly  conta ined a  word beginning  with 
F  and endi n g  i n  G  i n  the  middle  just  to  g ive  i t  rea l  meaning . 
But  as  som eon e on ce  sa i d :  ‘Never  say  Never! ’   Let ’s  see  what 
2026 br ings!
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“Duncan befriended me back in my Bob Morris Tackle days over 
30 years ago. We often crossed paths fishing, at shows and he was 
always at the end of the telephone, messenger, text etc. He helped 
me in difficult times; he offered life advice and was always happy no 
matter what life through at him. His Bivvy was always like a hotel and 
he used it like one! He snored like a trooper on his regular afternoon 
siestas! He caught his fair share too.
Duncan, we will miss you mate, you gave such much and took so 
little. Bless you my friend, rest easy, the Darenth Valley will never be 
the same xxx” Spencer Humble

DUNCAN NEWTON
SADLY PASSES
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If the addition of our latest recruit doesn’t show what we are 
trying to achieve in terms of brand development, then I don’t 
know what will!!
With limited time at his disposal due to work commitments he still 
manages to hold PB’s well in excess of 40lb. He’s been a lynch pin 
within the industry for many years having set up, managed and 
promoted multiple high-profile events such as Anglers Against 
Cancer and the famous Crete Lakes matches! 
He has the knowledge and experience of having represented other 
terminal tackle brands and is also backed by Mainline Baits.

MARTIN BROWN 
JOINS VARDIS
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Common carp which are reared in fish-farms, stocked into 
recreational fisheries and then captured regularly by catch-and-
release angling show much lower chronic stress levels than their 
wild counterparts that never see an angler’s hook, a new study 
has found. 
The findings, published in Plos One, indicate that although 
angling capture can be a short-term stressful event , repeated 
capture does not necessarily result in high levels of chronic 
stress in these fish. 
Although previous research by the team has revealed associations 
between the amount of cortisol found in a fish’s scales – a sign 
of chronic stress in fish - and the vulnerability of fish to angling 
capture, this was study was the first to compare scale cortisol 
levels of hatchery-reared (domesticated) carp against wild carp. 
Professor Robert Britton of  Bournemouth University led the 
study,  where scale cortisol  data from domesticated carp in 
f ive recreational f isheries was compared with data from five 
wild populations.  Although some wild carp had scale cortisol 

C A R P  I N 
R E C R E AT I O N A L 
F I S H E R I E S  S H O W 
H I G H  R E S I L I E N C E  T O 
S T R E S S  O F  C A P T U R E
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concentrations in the range of  the domesticated carp,  most wild 
carp had substantially higher scale cortisol  -  in some cases, 
well  over ten times the cortisol  concentration.  So,  despite their 
regular angling exploitation,  the domesticated carp had much 
lower levels of  chronic stress than those in the wild.
The authors believe these differences in stress resilience relate 
to the domestication of carp producing strains with traits that 
include resilience to chronic stressors, coupled with their 
presence in fisheries where there is an abundance of food 
available from angling baits.  The wild carp might also be more 
active, for example through searching for food, which could 
elevate their general cortisol levels. 
Professor Britton commented “Our results suggest that the fish 
that we considered could be most vulnerable to chronic stress 
from angling could instead be the most stress resilient .  This 
is reassuring that fish welfare in fisheries based on hatchery-
reared fish might not be compromised by their regular angling 
capture.” 
Co-author Dr Josephine Pegg of the South African Institute for 
Aquatic Biodiversity commented “Recreational fisheries provide 
significant socioeconomic value worldwide, but it’s important 
to recognise that the animals at the heart of these systems also 
deserve consideration and care. I ’m pleased this work helps 
advance our understandings around the welfare of fish used in 
angling”.
However, the authors caution that despite the apparent resilience 
of their fish to chromic stress, fishery managers should continue 
to apply a range of welfare metrics to safeguard their fish, 
including monitoring disease levels and water quality,  especially 
during the current period of warm weather. 
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Ta ke  a  l o o k  a t  t h e  n e w  s u p e r - fa s t  C a r p  Ta c k l e  O n l i n e  we b s i t e . 
Fe a t u r i n g  a l l  n e w  d ro p - d o w n  fe a t u re s ,  n e w  p ro d u c t s ,  n e w 
p a c k a g i n g  a l l  m u c h  fa s t e r  t h a n  b e fo re .  H e re ’ s  w h a t  t h e  o w n e r 
M a r k  Ru s s e l l  h a d  t o  s ay. . .
“ O u r  n e w  l o o k  w e b s i t e  i s  u p  a n d  r u n n i n g .  T h e  o v e r a l l  l o o k 
h a s  r e m a i n e d .  H o w e v e r,  t h e  s i t e  i s  m u c h  m o r e  r e a c t iv e  t h a n 
b e f o r e ,  m a k i n g  i t  e a s i e r  f o r  y o u  t o  f i n d  w h a t  y o u  w a n t .
H o w  a b o u t  3  p a c k s  o f  h o o k s  fo r  l e s s  t h a n  a  t e n n e r ?  W h e n 
yo u  a d d  yo u r  h o o k s  t o  t h e  b a s ke t ,  s e l e c t  t h e  3 0 - q u a n t i t y 
o p t i o n  t o  g e t  t h e  b e s t  d i s c o u n t !
I f  yo u  wa n t  q u a l i t y  e n d  t a c k l e  a t  a f fo rd a b l e  p r i c e s ,  t h e n 
t a ke  a  l o o k  a t  w w w. fa c e b o o k . c o m
We  h ave  l i s t e n e d  t o  yo u r  fe e d b a c k  a n d  h ave  o p t i m i s e d  t h e 
s i t e  o n  b o t h  t h e  P C  a n d  m o b i l e  d ev i c e s .  We  h ave  a l s o  m a d e 
t h e  n av i g a t i o n  c l e a re r,  e a s i e r,  a n d  q u i c ke r  by  a d o p t i n g  m o re 
d ro p - d o w n  m e n u s  t o  t a ke  yo u  d i re c t ly  t o  t h e  p ro d u c t  yo u 
wa n t .
P l e a s e  s e n d  a ny  fe e d b a c k  by  e m a i l i n g :
s a l e s . c a r p o n l i n e @ g m a i l . c o m  o r  m e s s a g i n g  u s  o n  Fa c e b o o k

C A R P  TA C K L E 
O N L I N E  L A U N C H 
N E W  S U P E R  FA S T 
W E B S I T E
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The Winter Carp Show 2025 returns for a third unforgettable year 

at Sandown Park!

Set across two exciting days—Saturday 29th and Sunday 30th 

November—this premier event in the carp angling calendar is 

back, bigger and better than ever. With free parking and easy 

access, anglers and enthusiasts are invited to connect, shop, and 

celebrate their shared passion in person.

Founder Vince Davies is thrilled to welcome a stellar lineup of 

brands including Korda (featuring an expanded stand), Sonik, 

Trakker, OMC, Navitas, Crafty Catcher, Gillhams, NGT, Parker 

Baits, and many more. Expect unbeatable Black Friday deals, 

exclusive product launches, and the chance to get hands-on with 

the latest gear.

Whether you’re seasoned or just starting out, it’s the perfect 

setting to meet friends, discover innovations, and soak up expert 

advice. Speaking of which, special guests Neil Spooner and Ali 

Hamidi return to share insights and stories that promise to inspire.

Tickets are now on sale, and two fantastic VIP ticket bundles 

are available at an early bird discount from July 26th to August 

26th. Don’t miss this chance to experience the biggest winter 

celebration of carp angling.

www.thewintercarpshow.co.uk

WINTER CARP 
SHOW 2025
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Tel: 07903 114842 
Web: www.chilterncustomrods.com 

Email: chilterncustomrods@yahoo.com 
Facebook and Instagram: Chiltern custom rods

Chiltern Custom Rods 
We are based in Buckinghamshire and we specialise in building high quality rods hand built 

to your requirements using the best quality products from many leading manufacturers.

CCR 42 inch Custom Compact 
Landing Net (complete) 
All black option: 

• 42 inch carbon arms with black 
aluminium ends. 

• Two-piece 1kg carbon handle 
with shrink grip. 

• Black round aluminium spreader 
block. 

• Deep camo mesh. 
• Black whippings. 
• Net mesh ring and whipped clip. 
• Packs into 43 inch sleeve. 

All this for £125.00 including 
postage! 
Custom build option is also 
available for the handle to match 
existing rods. We can offer the 
whippings in any colour plus 
metallic trim bands, if required. 
Grips are available in cork, burl 
cork, duplon, or shrink. Several butt 
cap options available. Custom 
decals/names available. 

All for £150.00 including postage.

Our 1k custom compact rods are 
available in 10ft – 3lb, 3.5lb and 
also a 4.5lb spod / marker. 
All rods are built to order so please 
contact us with your specifications. 
We also supply rods using American 
tackle, Harrison and our own range 
of blanks. We also offer our 
customers a discounted range of 
luggage from Cult tackle.

A true custom landing 
net at a realistic price!

ROD BUILDING

SUPPLIES FOR DIY

BUILDERS   

COMING
 SOON

We are based in Buckinghamshire and we specialise in building high quality rods, hand built
to your requirements using the best quality products from many leading manufacturers

Tel: 07903 114842
Web: www.chilterncustomrods.com

Email: chilterncustonrods@yahoo.com
Facebook and Instagram: Chiltern custom rods 

Our custom compact rods are 
available in 10ft 3lb, 3.5lb or 4.5lb 
spod versions. All are built to your 
requirements and specifications.
We also have our own 10ft and 12ft 
blanks, our own guides, handles and 
reel seats to keep the overall cost as 
low as possible but still offering high 
quality products.
We can also upgrade or refurbish your 
existing rods, giving them another 
lease of life.
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CULT TACKLE
DPM NET FLOAT

Our DPM Net  Floats  are designed to  make landing your f ish 
smoother,  even in  those high-pressure moments .  With a  super 
buoyant  foam core,  i t  keeps your net  perfect ly  posit ioned in 
the water,  r ight  when you need i t  most! 
An elast ic  loop secures i t  f irmly to  your net ,  while  the rear 
loop neatly  tucks away excess  mesh when not  in  use .  S imple 
detai ls  that  make a  big  di f ference on the bank. 
•  £5.99
• www.culttackle .com 
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Why use several  di f ferent  pans when you can use just  one? 
Featuring a  deep-sided f lat-bottom frying pan,  a  four-section 
pan,  and a  removable  steamer tray,  the RidgeMonkey Connect 
Combi  & Steamer XXL Granite  Edit ion wil l  help you to  create  a 
di f ferent  offering every day.
Featuring a  unique detachable  hinge system that  transforms 
one pan into two,  cool-touch detachable  handles  for  easy 
storage,  and a  non-st ick coating that  is  second to  none.
Our al l -new granite-style  coating makes our pans tougher, 
more durable ,  and offers  improved non-st ick properties  taking 
compact  cookware to  a  whole  new level .
www.ridgemonkey.co.uk

RIDGEMONKEY
CONNECT COMBI & 
STEAMER XXL
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Sonik Turbospod Reel , The Turbospod 14000 has been designed 

for  spodding at  speed.  With i ts  ultrafast  gear  rat io of  5 .7 : this 

reel  is  capable of  a  massive 1.45m of  retr ieve per  handle turn! 

Bui l t  as a workhorse reel , the wormshaft  gear  system, f loat ing 

rotor  l ine guard and oversize twist  f ree l ine rol ler, makes easy 

work of  spodding at  range. 

SONIK TURBOSPOD
14000 REEL
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The Turbospod 14000 is 

except ional ly  robust  and has 

a  s ta in less-stee l  main  shaf t 

and a  h i -st rength graphi te 

body and rotor, keeping 

i t  l ight  680gm for  i ts  s ize. 

Other  features  inc lude open 

bai l  rotor  lock , super  s low 

osci l la t ion for  per fect  l ine  lay 

and three  capt ive  l ine  c l ips 

on the  spool  for  t r ip le  spot 

mark ing. 

For  cranking at  speed the  s i lk 

black anodised CNC aluminium 

handle  is  f i t ted  with  a  comfy 

moulded rubber  hand gr ip . 

Add in  a  sha l low cast  spool 

which is  compat ib le  with  most 

modern-day spodding bra ids , 

inc luding Soniks  Subsonik 

Spod/Marker  bra id  and you 

have the  per fect  long-range 

spodding ree l . 

Each Turbospod ree l  comes 

complete  with  a  Sonik  branded 

f inger  s ta l l  to  protect  your 

f inger  when cast ing with 

bra id .

www.soniksports .com

RRP: £89 .99
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Over the years  Korda’s  Compac range of  luggage has grown 
to accomodate every angl ing s ituation.  Designed by anglers , 
for  anglers  ensures that  each i tem solves a  storage solution, 
ensuring you stay organised on the bank,  so  you can focus on 
the f ishing at  hand rather than “where’s  that?” 
We thought  we would share 7 i tems from the Dark Kamo 
range,  that  are extremely popular  and ensure you keep you 
key compact  and t idy this  summer:
Cookware Bag -  Food and Cooking kit  a l l  wrapped up into one!
Goo Bag -  A carp anglers ’  briefcase -  keep your options open 
while  carrying just  one bag.
Elast icated Tip & Butt  Protectors  -  Keep your rods secure in 
transit .

•  www.kordatackle .com

KORDA DARK
KAMO LUGGAGE
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Fits  ALL Sofa Chair  models .  Constructed with a water-proof 

SolarCam peach skin Mater ia l  with Taped Seams

Can be used whi le  seated in the chair, providing protect ion 

even during use

Provides ult imate protect ion whi le  angl ing with pets, so now 

your dog can enjoy the comfort  of  the sofa chair  too!

Can be fo lded within the chair, enabl ing protect ion in showers 

outside of  the bivvy

• www.solartackle.co.uk

SOLAR SP C-TECH 
SOFA CHAIR COVER
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Enhance your carp f ishing success  with Cl inga SP XS Hooks. 
Designed specif ical ly  for  carp anglers ,  these hooks feature 
exceptional  sharpness and strength to  ensure rel iable  hook 
sets .  The straight  point  design provides maximum penetration, 
increasing your chances of  landing trophy-sized carp.  Crafted 
with precision and durabi l i ty  in  mind,  these hooks are made 
from high-qual ity  materials  that  withstand the r igors  of 
demanding f ishing condit ions .  With Cl inga SP XS Hooks,  you 
can trust  in  their  performance and focus on reel ing in  your 
next  big  catch. 
•  s izes  2 ,  4  and 6
• Pack of  10
• £4.49
• www.trakkerproducts .com

TRAKKER CLINGA 
SP-X HOOK
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DYNAMITE HOT 
CRAB AND KRILL

Hot  Crab  & K r i l l  boasts  a  spicy 
f i shmeal  base  m ix  p acked 
w ith  Antarct ic  K r i l l  meal , 
c h i l l i  powder  an d chi l l i  f lakes , 
which  are  som e of  the  most 
a t tract ive  n atural  i n gredients 
avai lable .  The  i n c lus ion  of 
the  spice  i n gredien ts  a lso 
a i ds  d igest ib i l i ty,  p ass ing 
the  bai t  through the  f i sh 
q uickly,  prov idin g  p rolonged 
fe eding .  The  h i ghly  at tract ive 
a nd nutr i t i ous  base  m ix  is 

combined with  our  iconic 
Crab  f lavour  and b lended f ish 
o i ls ,  creat ing  both  instant 
and long-term feeding 
tr iggers .  The  boi l ie  has  a  f i rm 
texture ,  making  i t  ideal  to  be 
fed  v ia  a  throwing  s t ick  and 
providing  res i l ience  against 
nuisance  species ,  though th is 
does  not  inhibi t  the  at tractor 
d ispers ion .
•  15,  20,  26mm
• www.dynamitebaits .com
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NITE MX10 
JUNGLE WATCH

Our first-ever watch model was 
selected by UK Special Forces 
because of its design and the 
quality of the components.
Nearly 20 years later,  we still 
pride ourselves on the quality 
of our components with all 
our watches using Swiss-
made movements, Tritium 
illumination, and tough 
sapphire glass. This ensures 
we can always deliver on our 
founding promise that all  our 
watches are built for a purpose.
Our core watch collection of 
the MX10 (our field watch), the 
Alpha (our dive watch) and the 
Hawk (our rugged all-terrain 
watch) will  endure anything 
you or the outdoors puts in its 
way.

• watch featured £330
• www.nitewatches.com
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GEOFF ANDERSON
URUS AND DOZER

100% waterproof, breathable and exceptional ly  l ight  for  i ts 

durabi l i ty.  The reinforced fabric is  far  more robust  than other 

jackets and pants in the same weight c lass.  And they keep 

you dry in rain, wind and waves whi le  you chase the f ish of 

your l i fe.

 Dozer  & Urus Light is  the ideal  choice for  the act ive f isherman. 

The weight is  minimized, but  the strength is  st i l l  in  a  c lass of 

i ts  own.

 In addit ion, we have optimized the venti lat ion options, so 

you are guaranteed maximum comfort  -  even when you are 

very act ive and walking long distances.

www.geoffanderson.com









WRAYSBURY 1WRAYSBURY 1
NORTH LAKENORTH LAKE

ADRIAN WINTLE

I ’ d  b e e n  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  g e t t i n g  a  t i c ke t  fo r  R K  Wrays b u r y 
1  fo r  s o m e  t i m e  a n d  m a n a g e d  t o  g e t  o n e  fo r  t h e  2 0 1 8 / 2 0 1 9 
s e a s o n .  A s  t h e  c o u n t d o w n  b e g a n  fo r  t h e  d raw  o n  A p r i l  1 s t, 
t h e  exc i t e m e n t  m o u n t e d  t o  f i n a l ly  wa l k  t h e  b a n k s  o f  t h e 
h i s t o r i c  c o m p l ex .  
A p r i l  1 s t wa s  f i n a l ly  h e re ,  a n d  I  wa s  d o i n g  a  l a p  o f  t h e  l a ke 
a n d  m e e t i n g  a  fe w  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  b e fo re  t h e  d raw.  I  c a m e 
o u t  a ro u n d  t e n t h  a n d  q u i c k ly  re a l i s e d  t h e  p o p u l a r  s p r i n g 
s w i m s  we re  t a ke n ,  s o  I  s e t t l e d  i n  a  s w i m  c a l l e d  ‘ B o n d ’ s ’, 
w h i c h  i s  w h e re  a  s c e n e  f ro m  t h e  f i l m  ‘A  V i e w  t o  a  K i l l ’  wa s 
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f i l m e d .  I  g o t  mys e l f  s e t  u p  a n d  p ro c e e d e d  t o  h ave  a  l e a d 
a ro u n d .  I t  wa s  ve r y  d e e p  wa t e r,  a n d  t h e  l e a d  t o o k  a n  a g e 
t o  h i t  t h e  b o t t o m ,  b u t  I  fo u n d  t h re e  l i ke ly  s p o t s  t o  f i s h  a n d 
b a i t e d  u p  w i t h  h a l f  a  d o z e n  s p o m b s  ove r  e a c h  ro d  fo r  my 
f i r s t  n i g h t .  W i t h  a l l  t h e  exc i t e m e n t  o f  b e i n g  o n  t h e  l a ke ,  I 
d i d n’ t  s l e e p  t o o  we l l  a n d  wa s  wa i t i n g  i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  fo r  t h e 
f i r s t  b l e e p  f ro m  my  N ev i l l e s ,  b u t  u n fo r t u n a t e ly  t h e  n i g h t 
fe l l  s i l e n t .
N ex t  m o r n i n g ,  I  s aw  t h a t  s o m e  s w i m s  h a d  b e c o m e  ava i l a b l e 
s o  d e c i d e d  t o  m ove  u p  t o  t h e  s h a l l o w s ,  a s  a  c o u p l e  o f  f i s h 
h a d  b e e n  c a u g h t ,  s o  I  p a c ke d  u p  a n d  m a d e  t h e  l o n g  b a r ro w 
j o u r n e y  t o  a  s w i m  c a l l e d  ‘ L aw n s ’.  T h e  g uy  w h o  h a d  f i s h e d  i t 
t h e  n i g h t  b e fo re  h a d  m a n a g e d  a  f i s h ,  s o  I  t h o u g h t  t h e re  wa s 
a  g o o d  c h a n c e  o f  m ay b e  c a t c h i n g  my  f i r s t  Wrays b u r y  c a r p . 
I  c a s t  t wo  ro d s  a ro u n d  a  ro d  l e n g t h  i n  f ro n t  o f  a  ro p e d - o f f 
a re a  n ex t  t o  t h e  I s l a n d  a n d  o n e  t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  s w i m .  T h e 
m o r n i n g  f l e w  ro u n d ,  b u t  t h e  c a r p  we re n’ t  p l ay i n g  b a l l . 
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A  g uy  n a m e d  M a r t i n  w h o  I ’ d  m e t  o n  t h e  d raw  c a m e  by  w i t h  h i s 
b a r ro w  a n d  a s ke d  h o w  I  h a d  g o t t e n  o n .  H e  h a d  l o s t  a  d e c e n t 
f i s h  i n  a  s w i m  c a l l e d  ‘ B u s  S t o p’,  w h i c h  c ove r s  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e 
o f  t h e  i s l a n d  a n d  i s  a  p o p u l a r  s w i m  t h a t  h a s  g o o d  s p r i n g 
fo r m .  I  t h e n  m a d e  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  m ove  a g a i n  t o  t h a t  s w i m , 
h a d  a  l e a d  a ro u n d  a n d  fo u n d  s o m e  s p o t s .  T h a t  n i g h t ,  I  h e a rd 
s o m e  f i s h  c ra s h i n g  b e t we e n  t h e  c h a n n e l  o f  t h e  i s l a n d  a n d 
t h e  b a n k ,  b u t  o n c e  a g a i n  m o r n i n g  wa s  h e re  a n d  I  h a d n’ t  h a d 
a  b i t e .  I  s t i l l  h a d  t wo  m o re  n i g h t s  l e f t  a n d  wa s  d e t e r m i n e d 
t o  g e t  t h e  f i r s t  f i s h  u n d e r  my  b e l t .  I  h a d n’ t  g o n e  h e av y  w i t h 
t h e  b a i t ,  i t  t h e  t e m p e ra t u re  wa s  s t i l l  q u i t e  l o w,  s o  o n ly  p u t 
o u t  a  fe w  p o u c h f u l s  o f  c h o p p e d  a n d  w h o l e  b o i l i e s  w i t h  s t i f f 
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h i n g e  r i g s  a n d  S p e c i a l i z e d  H o o k b a i t s ’  S 2  c r u s h e d  c o r k  p o p -
u p s .  
T h e  fo l l o w i n g  m o r n i n g ,  I  wa s  wa t c h i n g  t h e  wa t e r,  a n d  a  f i s h 
c ra s h e d  i n  t h e  c h a n n e l ,  s o  I  p u t  t h e  s t ove  o n  fo r  a  c u p p a 
a n d  t h e  m i d d l e  b o b b i n  s u d d e n ly  s l a m m e d  u p .  I  wa s  o n  i t  i n 
a  f l a s h ,  h e a r t  ra c i n g ,  h av i n g  t o  g ive  i t  s o m e  p re s s u re  d u e 
t o  t h e  n a t u re  o f  t h e  s w i m’ s  s n a g s .  A f t e r  a  s p i r i t e d  f i g h t ,  a 
c o m m o n  wa s  s u l k i n g  i n  t h e  n e t .  I t  wa s  2 1 I b s ,  a n d  I  wa s  o f f 
t h e  m a r k . 
M y  n ex t  t r i p  t h e  fo l l o w i n g  we e k  wa s  a  t h re e - n i g h t e r,  a n d 
I  a r r ive d ,  d i d  a  l a p ,  a n d  B u s  S t o p  wa s  f re e ,  s o  I  b u c ke t e d 
t h e  s w i m  a n d  m a d e  my  way  ro u n d  t o  l o a d  u p  t h e  b a r ro w. 
T h e  ro d s  we n t  o u t  o n  t h e  s a m e  s p o t s  a s  b e fo re  w i t h  a  fe w 
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p o u c h f u l s  o f  c h o p s  a n d  w h o l e s  a n d  a g a i n  t h re e  s t i f f  h i n g e s . 
T h e  fo l l o w i n g  m o r n i n g ,  t h e  m i d d l e  ro d  wa s  away,  a n d  a g a i n , 
f i r m  p re s s u re  wa s  n e e d e d  t o  ke e p  i t  f ro m  t h e  s n a g s .  I t  wa s 
a n o t h e r  l o w- 2 0  s t o c k i e ,  a n d  t h e  ro d  we n t  b a c k  o u t .  W i t h i n 
t e n  m i n u t e s ,  t h e  s a m e  ro d  we n t  o f f  a g a i n  w i t h  a  m i d - 2 0 
m i r ro r  t h i s  t i m e .  I  h a d  m a n a g e d  e i g h t  f i s h  ove r  t h e  t h re e 
n i g h t s  a n d  wa s  fe e l i n g  p re t t y  c h u f fe d  w i t h  h o w  t h i n g s  we re 
g o i n g . 
M y  n ex t  s e s s i o n  wa s  a n o t h e r  t h re e  n i g h t s  t o wa rd s  t h e  e n d 
o f  A p r i l ,  a n d  I  we n t  i n t o  a  s w i m  c a l l e d  ‘ Tu r f s ’  o p p o s i t e  t h e 
i n fa m o u s  S p r i n g a t e ’ s .  I  h a d  a  re a l ly  g o o d  l e a d  a ro u n d  a n d 
fo u n d  s o m e  p u k k a  s p o t s  t h a t  we re  c ove re d  i n  s i l k we e d  a n d 
f u l l  o f  n a t u ra l s .  A l l  t h re e  ro d s  we re  s p re a d  o u t  ove r  t h e 
a re a ,  a n d  I  d e p o s i t e d  3 0  S p o m b s  o f  b o i l i e s  a n d  p a r t i c l e  ove r 
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t h e  t o p .  I  wa s  s e t t l i n g  d o w n  fo r  t h e  n i g h t ,  j u s t  d o z i n g ,  w h e n 
o n e  o f  t h e  ro d s  wa s  away.  I t  c a m e  i n  w i t h o u t  a ny  t ro u b l e  a n d 
wa s  a n o t h e r  m i d - 2 0  m i r ro r.  I  c a n  h o n e s t ly  s ay  t h e  s t o c k i e s 
i n  t h e re  a re  s o m e  o f  t h e  p re t t i e s t  I  h ave  eve r  s e e n .  I  d i d 
a  c o u p l e  o f  s e l f - t a ke s  a n d  s l i p p e d  i t  b a c k  i n t o  i t s  h o m e . 
T h e  fo l l o w i n g  eve n i n g  a ro u n d  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  t h e  m i d d l e  ro d 
wa s  away,  a n d  i t  fe l t  l i ke  a  b e t t e r  f i s h …  a n d  i t  wa s  –  my  f i r s t 
Wrays b u r y  3 0  a t  3 0 I b  4 o z ! 
M y  n ex t  t r i p  wa s  m i d - M ay,  a n d  I  we n t  b a c k  i n t o  Tu r f s .  T h e 
c o n d i t i o n s  we re  g o o d ,  s o  I  g ave  t h e m  s o m e  b a i t  –  a ro u n d 
5 k g  o f  b o i l i e s  a n d  p a r t i c l e .  I ’ d  d o n e  t h re e  n i g h t s  a n d  e n d e d 
u p  w i t h  1 2  f i s h  i n c l u d i n g  t wo  m o re  3 0 s ,  o n e  b e i n g  a  l ove ly 
s c a ly  m i r ro r  a t  3 7 I b  2 o z .  T h e  re s t  o f  M ay,  I  d o t t e d  mys e l f 
a ro u n d  t h e  l a ke ,  n i c k i n g  s o m e  s t o c k i e s  a n d  wa s  c a t c h i n g 
o n  e a c h  t r i p .  M y  n ex t  s e s s i o n  i n  Tu r f s  wa s  m i d - J u n e ,  a n d  a 
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f r i e n d  d o u b l e d  u p  w i t h  m e  fo r  t h e  we e ke n d .  Fo r  t h e  f i r s t 
3 6  h o u r s ,  we  b o t h  b l a n ke d .  I  wa s  g e t t i n g  my  h e a d  ro u n d 
t h i n k i n g  my  f i r s t  b l a n k  wa s  i m m i n e n t ,  b u t  t h e n  t h e  m i d d l e 
ro d  b u r s t  i n t o  l i fe .  I  wa s  o u t  l i ke  a  s h o t ,  b u t  u n fo r t u n a t e ly  i t 
c a m e  o f f .  A s  I  wa s  re e l i n g  i n  t h e  r i g ,  t h e  r i g h t  ro d  we n t  o f f , 
a n d  s t ra i g h t  away  I  k n e w  t h i s  wa s  a  g o o d  f i s h .  A f t e r  a  fe w 
h a i r y  m o m e n t s ,  i t  wa s  i n  t h e  n e t .  I  g a z e d  i n  w i t h  my  m a t e 
C a r l ,  a n d  we  b o t h  k n e w  i t  wa s  we l l  ove r  4 0 I b .  I ’ d  h a d  o n e  o f 
t h e  a b s o l u t e  g e m s  o f  t h e  l a ke ,  t h e  ‘ L o n g  S u t t o n’.  S h e  we n t 
4 2 I b  8 o z ,  a n d  re s i d e n t  p h o t o g ra p h e r,  Ru p e r t ,  c a m e  ove r  t o 
t a ke  s o m e  fa n t a s t i c  s h o t s .  I t  t o o k  a g e s  t o  g e t  t h e  ro d s  b a c k 
a f t e r  a l l  t h e  exc i t e m e n t ,  b u t  s p e a k i n g  t o  f r i e n d s  a b o u t  w h a t 
h a d  j u s t  h a p p e n e d ,  I  wa s  o n  c l o u d  n i n e !  I  c a u g h t  a n o t h e r 
m i d - 2 0  c o m m o n  a n d  we n t  h o m e  a l re a dy  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  my 
n ex t  t r i p . 
I  wa s  b a c k  a  we e k  l a t e r  a n d  h a d  t h re e  m o re  n i g h t s  a t  my 
d i s p o s a l .  L u c k i ly  Tu r f s  wa s  f re e ,  s o  I  wa s t e d  n o  t i m e  s e n d i n g 
o u t  6 0  S p o m b s  o f  b a i t  a n d  g e t t i n g  t h e  ro d s  o u t .  T h e  ro d s 
we re  b a re ly  o u t  t wo  h o u r s  w h e n  t h e  l e f t  h a n d  ro d  wa s  away, 
a n d  a f t e r  a  g o o d  f i g h t ,  o n e  o f  t h e  Re d m i re  c o m m o n s  wa s  i n 
t h e  n e t ,  a n d  a t  3 5 I b  6 o z ,  I  wa s  b u z z i n g .  I  g o t  t h e  p i c t u re s 
d o n e  a n d  re l e a s e d  i t .  T h e  n i g h t  wa s  q u i e t ,  b u t  by  f i r s t  l i g h t , 
I ’ d  h a d  s o m e  s ava g e  l i n e r s  s o  k n e w  t h e  f i s h  we re  o n  t h e 
fe e d .  M y  f r i e n d  C a r l  h a d  a r r ive d ,  a n d  h e  d o u b l e d  u p  w i t h  m e 
a g a i n .  B y  l a t e  m o r n i n g ,  I ’ d  h a d  t h re e  s t o c k i e  2 0 s ,  a n d  t h e n 
i t  we n t  m a d …  I ’ d  g o t  a  3 0  i n  t h e  n e t  a n d  t wo  o f  Wrays b u r y ’ s 
f i n e s t  i n  t h e  re t a i n e r s ,  o n e  c a l l e d  ‘ Paw p r i n t ’,  s p aw n e d  o u t  a t 
3 7 I b  1 2 o z ,  a n d  a n o t h e r  ra re  Re d m i re  c o m m o n  a t  3 7 I b  2 o z . 
I  c o u l d n’ t  b e l i e ve  i t !  I  c a l l e d  Ru p e r t ,  a n d  h e  c a m e  ro u n d  t o 
d o  t h e  p i c t u re s . 
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T h e  fo l l o w i n g  m o r n i n g ,  t h e  r i g h t  ro d  wa s  away.  I t  fe l t  h e av y 
a n d  p u t  u p  a  g o o d  s c ra p .  I  n e t t e d  i t  a n d  re c o g n i s e d  i t  s t ra i g h t 
away  a s  a  f i s h  c a l l e d  ‘ B ro ke n  L i n’,  a n o t h e r  4 0 I b’ e r  a n t  4 3 I b 
4 o z .  I  k n e w  t h i s  s e s s i o n  wa s  t u r n i n g  i n t o  s o m e t h i n g  ve r y 
s p e c i a l .  A  fe w  m o re  s t o c k i e s  h a d  t h e i r  p i c t u re s  t a ke n ,  a n d 
I  t o p p e d  u p  t h e  s w i m  w i t h  a n o t h e r  fe w  k i l o s  o f  b a i t .  I  we n t 
fo r  a  s h o we r  a f t e r  a l l  t h e  a c t i o n ,  d i d  a  l a p  o f  t h e  l a ke ,  a n d 
s aw  a  m i r ro r  k n o w n  a s  ‘ N o  N a m e ’  i n  S u n ny m e a d s  c o r n e r. 
I t ’ s  g o t  a  t wo - t o n e  c o l o u r  s o  e a s i ly  re c o g n i s a b l e .  I t  l o o ke d 
h u g e ,  a n d  w h e n  I  g o t  b a c k  t o  t h e  s w i m ,  I  j o ke d  t o  C a r l  t h a t 
i t  wo u l d  b e  i n  my  n e t  by  m o r n i n g . 
At  around 4am the fol lowing morning,  the r ight  rod ripped off , 
and I  could feel  i t  was another good’un’.  As  i t  neared the net ,  I 
saw the two-tone colour and knew it  was No Name.  I  couldn’t 
bel ieve my luck!  This  was something else!  I t  went  over  the 
net  cord safely,  and No Name was mine.  We got  i t  on the mat , 
and the frame of  the f ish was huge.  We weighed i t  at  43Ib 
6oz,  and I  went  home in an absolute  daze.  I ’d  had 18 f ish over 
three nights  and f ive more of  the ‘A-Team’.  Considering I  had 
joined Wraysbury hoping to  get  through the season catching 
just  one of  the gems,  I  have exceeded my expectations and feel 
very pleased with myself .  S ince then,  I ’ve  had a  couple  more 
sessions,  and by mid-July  had total led up 52 f ish .  Sadly,  due 
to  other  commitments ,  I  haven’t  been able  to  get  over  to  the 
lake lately,  but  as  autumn approaches,  I  am ready and wait ing 
to  see how the next  few months pan out ,  and the hunt  for 
the elusive King Fungus and Jacko’s  continues… and surely  my 
f irst  blank. 
Tight  l ines , 
Adrian.  

ADRIAN WINTLE
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I  joined my syndicate  back in  Apri l  this  year.  This  lake a  no-
publicity  water  and is  in  the deepest  Norfolk ,  home to some of 
the most  stunning,  darkest  carp I ’ve  seen.  I  was hoping to  catch 
some of  these amazing looking carp.  As  the season has gone 
on,  I ’ve  been lucky enough to  have had carp up to  30-plus on 
a  regular  basis .  Only  dreaming of  catching bigger,  l i t t le  did I 
know this  was about  to  become a  real i ty  and this  s ixth session 
would turn out  to  be one that  would stay with me for  the rest 
of  my l i fe .  This  is  how my dream real ly  did come true… 
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After  a  few big  storms the week before,  the hot  weather was 
back,  and so was I .  I  arrived at  the lake mid-afternoon and 
found only  a  few cars  in  the car  park of  my syndicate ,  so  I 
grabbed my bucket  and walked down to the shal low end of  the 
lake where I  found a  few big  f ish mil l ing around,  happy but 
not  feeding.  I  c l imbed one of  the trees  and looked over a  huge 
weed bed,  and then out  of  the corner of  my eye,  I  spotted a 
big  mirror  as  i t  cruised underneath me.  I  then saw a massive 
common join i t .  This  carp looked l ike a  real  lump,  and I  a lmost 
fel l  out  of  the tree!  I  scrambled to  the f loor  and dropped my 
bucket  into the same swim as  the last  session.
I  set  up and found the same spots  as  last  t ime,  but  the one 
dif ference was the lead went  down with a  crack,  so  I  thought 
the carp must  have been feeding on my bait  from the session 
before.  I  baited my pop-up rigs ,  balanced i t  out  with some 
putty,  and I  cast  them out  on to  my spots  in  the margins and 
under a  tree ,  and then l ike before,  I  baited heavi ly.  The evening 
passed with only  a  few bleeps,  but  I  was convinced that  the 
carp were feeding on the bait .  As  darkness fel l ,  the rods became 
dormant ,  and a  sense calm came over the lake. 
I  was awake at  f irst  l ight ,  wait ing with a  cup of  coffee in  my 
hand,  when my right  hand rod just  went  into meltdown and 
a  huge bow wave erupted from my baited spot .  I  was on the 
rod in  a  f lash,  and i t  r ipped off  around 30 yards of  l ine on the 
f irst  run.  This  was big!  The f ish crashed through three weed 
beds,  leaving a  trai l  of  destruction behind i t .  I  was now ten 
minutes  into the f ight ,  and the f ish was st i l l  so  strong.  Then I 
saw a huge f lank turn in  the water,  and my knees went  to  je l ly. 
I  knew this  was a  big  f ish… I  was now shaking!  This  carp did 
not  want  to  give up!  I  s l ipped on my chest  waders ,  grabbed the 

APRIL CHIVERTON



F R E E L I N E   5 6

After  a  few big  storms the week before,  the hot  weather was 
back,  and so was I .  I  arrived at  the lake mid-afternoon and 
found only  a  few cars  in  the car  park of  my syndicate ,  so  I 
grabbed my bucket  and walked down to the shal low end of  the 
lake where I  found a  few big  f ish mil l ing around,  happy but 
not  feeding.  I  c l imbed one of  the trees  and looked over a  huge 
weed bed,  and then out  of  the corner of  my eye,  I  spotted a 
big  mirror  as  i t  cruised underneath me.  I  then saw a massive 
common join i t .  This  carp looked l ike a  real  lump,  and I  a lmost 
fel l  out  of  the tree!  I  scrambled to  the f loor  and dropped my 
bucket  into the same swim as  the last  session.
I  set  up and found the same spots  as  last  t ime,  but  the one 
dif ference was the lead went  down with a  crack,  so  I  thought 
the carp must  have been feeding on my bait  from the session 
before.  I  baited my pop-up rigs ,  balanced i t  out  with some 
putty,  and I  cast  them out  on to  my spots  in  the margins and 
under a  tree ,  and then l ike before,  I  baited heavi ly.  The evening 
passed with only  a  few bleeps,  but  I  was convinced that  the 
carp were feeding on the bait .  As  darkness fel l ,  the rods became 
dormant ,  and a  sense calm came over the lake. 
I  was awake at  f irst  l ight ,  wait ing with a  cup of  coffee in  my 
hand,  when my right  hand rod just  went  into meltdown and 
a  huge bow wave erupted from my baited spot .  I  was on the 
rod in  a  f lash,  and i t  r ipped off  around 30 yards of  l ine on the 
f irst  run.  This  was big!  The f ish crashed through three weed 
beds,  leaving a  trai l  of  destruction behind i t .  I  was now ten 
minutes  into the f ight ,  and the f ish was st i l l  so  strong.  Then I 
saw a huge f lank turn in  the water,  and my knees went  to  je l ly. 
I  knew this  was a  big  f ish… I  was now shaking!  This  carp did 
not  want  to  give up!  I  s l ipped on my chest  waders ,  grabbed the 

APRIL CHIVERTON

F R E E L I N E   5 7

APRIL CHIVERTON



F R E E L I N E   5 8F R E E L I N E   5 8

BOBBY COOTEADRIAN WINTLEAPRIL CHIVERTON



F R E E L I N E   5 8F R E E L I N E   5 8

BOBBY COOTEADRIAN WINTLEAPRIL CHIVERTON

F R E E L I N E   5 9

BOBBY COOTEADRIAN WINTLEAPRIL CHIVERTON



F R E E L I N E   6 0

BOBBY COOTEADRIAN WINTLE
net ,  and I  managed to  get  the f ish to  turn in  the deeper water 
and head back to  me.  The huge f ish took a  gulp of  air,  and I 
s l id  the net  under and l i f ted… Yessss! !  The beast  was mine!! 
I  folded back the net ,  looked at  my prize ,  and looking back 
at  me was the biggest  carp in  the lake.  I  placed the f ish in 
the cradle ,  st i l l  shaking,  and l i f ted the scales .  I t  went  to  a 
whopping 46lb 2oz.  Wow! A massive new PB for  me,  and what 
a  dark stunner i t  real ly  was.  Photos done,  I  kissed i t  goodbye, 
and i t  s lowly swam off !  I  was st i l l  in  total  shock!  I  returned 
the rod back in  the water,  and as  before,  heavi ly  baited up. 
The day was once again s low in high temperatures ,  and I  was 
only  catching a  tan,  total ly  st i l l  in  shock. 
The evening came,  and I  recast  al l  the rods and put  another 
few boi l ies  over my other spots .  Night  fel l ,  and i t  plunged 
into darkness .  I  heard a  couple  of  f ish jumping and crashing 
throughout  the night ,  but  they seemed a  long way off  my spots . 
This  t ime I  was ready… I  was up at  f irst  l ight ,  watching the 
sunrise  with a  hot  cup of  tea ,  wait ing for  the carp to  make 
their  appearance back down in the shal lows.  Bang on t ime,  my 
middle  rod was away with a  massive one-toner,  again making 
me jump a mile .  I  spi l t  my mug with tea al l  over  me… 
I  hit  the rod and took on this  angry carp.  The f ish must  have 
found every weedbed in  front  of  me,  but  with a  l i t t le  pressure, 
I  eased her over  the net .  As  I  looked down,  I  could see a  fair 
s ized dark common.  No wonder she fought  so well !  I  wet  the 
cradle  once again and weighed her.  She went  31lb 5oz and was 
as  black as  your hat .  I  was so happy that  my plan had worked 
again!  I  s l ipped her  back,  buzzing.  Wow – what  a  session!  I t 
just  proves that  you don’t  have to  cast  to  the horizon to  catch 
–  just  a  gentle  f l ick  could make memories  forever.
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T h i s  m o n t h  I ’ m  g o i n g  t o  s t a r t  o f f  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  o n e  f i s h  i n 
p a r t i c u l a r  t h a t  h a s  l ive d  i n  t h e s e  d o c k s  fo r  m a ny  o f  ye a r s 
n o w,  l i ke  m o s t  o f  t h e  f i s h ,  b u t  t h i s  o n e  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  h a s  b e e n 
a ro u n d  t h e  b l o c k ,  d o c k  a n d  a l s o  t h e  c l o c k .  I t ’ s  a  f i s h  I  l i ke 
t o  c a l l  t h e  Fr i e n d ly  G h o s t  C o m m o n  a n d  o t h e r s  a l s o  c a l l  h e r 
t h e  B i g  G h o s t i e .  T h e  re a s o n  fo r  c a l l i n g  h e r  Fr i e n d ly  G h o s t 
C o m m o n  i s  t h a t  I ’ ve  h a d  t h e  p l e a s u re  o f  a c t u a l ly  c a t c h i n g 
h e r  a t  l o a d s  o f  d i f fe re n t  we i g h t s  a n d  s h a p e s  ove r  t h e  ye a r s , 
s o  t o  m e  s h e ’ s  b e c o m e  f r i e n d ly.
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S h e  c a n  b e  a  ve r y  g re e dy  f i s h  a t  t i m e s  a n d  a l s o  o n e  I ’ d  c a l l  a 
b i t  o f  a  b u l ly.  I ’ ve  s e e n  h e r  s m a s h i n g  i n t o  f i s h  a t  f u l l  s p e e d , 
ra m m i n g  i n t o  t h e m  l i ke  a s  i f  t h ey  we re  s p aw n i n g ,  b u t  s h e ’ s 
d o i n g  t h i s  p u re ly  t o  p u s h  t h e m  o u t  t h e  way  o f  t h e  b a i t  t h a t ’ s 
l a i d  o u t  l i ke  a  b u f fe t  i n  f ro n t  o f  h e r  s o  s h e  c a n  d e s t roy 
w h a t ’ s  t h e re  b e fo re  t h e y  c a n  g e t  t h e  c h a n c e  o f  h av i n g  a  fe w 
m o u t h f u l s  t h e m s e lve s .  S h e ’ s  a  ve r y  p o we r f u l  b i g - f ra m e d  f i s h 
b u t  re a l ly  d o e s  f l u c t u a t e  w i t h  we i g h t  ve r y  o d d ly.  I ’ ve  n e ve r 
re a l ly  k n o w n  f i s h  i n  t h e s e  d o c k s  t o  g e t  c a u g h t  a s  m u c h  a s 
s h e  h a s ;  s h e ’ s  by  fa r  f ro m  r i g  s hy  a n d  n e i t h e r  i s  s h e  re a l ly 
b o t h e re d  a b o u t  l i n e  b e i n g  i n  t h e  wa t e r,  a s  I ’ ve  s e e n  h e r  m a ny 
o f  t i m e s  s w i m  i n t o  my  l i n e  a s  i f  n o t h i n g  wa s  t h e re  w i t h o u t 
e ve n  b o t h e r i n g  o r  s p o o k i n g  h e r.
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T h e  f i r s t  t i m e  I  a c t u a l ly  h a d  t h e  p l e a s u re  o f  l a n d i n g  h e r  s h e 
wa s  o n ly  1 9 l b ,  a n d  I  h a d  k n o w n  o f  a  f r i e n d  c a t c h i n g  h e r  o n ly 
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s p aw n i n g  t i m e s .  I  t h e n  c a u g h t  h e r  a b o u t  s e ve n  m o n t h s  l a t e r 
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N o w  w h e n  I  w ro t e  a b o u t  t h i s  f i s h  b e i n g  a ro u n d  t h e  b l o c k , 
d o c k  a n d  c l o c k ,  I  wa s n’ t  j o k i n g .  I t  wa s  l i ke  p i n p o i n t  c l o c k wo r k 
o n  t i m i n g  w i t h  w h e n  a n d  w h e re  I  c o u l d  f i n d  t h i s  f i s h .  T h i s 
h a p p e n e d  fo r  q u i t e  a  fe w  ye a r s  a n d  s t i l l  k i n d  o f  d o e s  t o  t h i s 
d ay.  I  c o u l d  b e t  m o n ey  w i t h  f r i e n d s  t o  s ay  t h a t  t h e  Fr i e n d ly 
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G h o s t  w i l l  b e  h e re  s o o n  t o  t h e  exa c t  m i n u t e ,  a n d  s h e  wo u l d 
ro l l  i n  l i ke  a s  i f  yo u  we re  wa i t i n g  t h e re  fo r  a  b u s  o r  a  c a b  t o 
t u r n  u p .  S h e  wa s  a l s o  s o  g re e dy  a t  t i m e s  t h a t  i f  t h e  o t h e r  f i s h 
we re  t h e re  t e a r i n g  u p  t h e  b o t t o m  a n d  s h e  ro l l e d  i n ,  I  c o u l d 
s e e  s h e  wa s  g o i n g  t o  c a u s e  c a r n a g e  a n d  g e t  s t ra i g h t  o n  t h e 
b a i t ,  s o  I  wo u l d  re m ove  t h e  b a i t e d  r i g  f ro m  t h e  wa t e r  t o  s t o p 
a n o t h e r  re c a p t u re  b e c a u s e  s h e  wo u l d  j u s t  d e s t roy  w h a t ’ s 
i n  f ro n t  o f  h e r  a t  a ny  c o s t .  I  wo u l d  o f t e n  g o  t o  a  c e r t a i n 
s p o t  a t  m i d d ay  a f t e r  wo r k  m a ny  t i m e s  i n  t h e  we e k  t o  fe e d 
h e r  b re a d ,  a s  s h e  a b s o l u t e ly  l ove s  b re a d ,  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  I ’ d 
h ave  t o  s t o p  t h ro w i n g  i t  i n  b e c a u s e  o t h e r w i s e  s h e  wo u l d  e a t 
t h e  w h o l e  l o a f ,  a n d  t h a t  c a n’ t  b e  g o o d  fo r  h e r  a l l  a t  o n c e .
S h e  wa s  p re t t y  u s e d  t o  b e i n g  h o o ke d  i n  my  o p i n i o n ,  a s  I  k n o w 
o f  q u i t e  a  fe w  a n g l e r s  w h o  h ave  c a u g h t  h e r,  a n d  my  f r i e n d s 
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D a n ny  a n d  J a c k  h ave  a l s o  c a u g h t  h e r  o n  my  s p o t  o n  o n e  o f 
h e r  c l o c k wo r k  m o r n i n g  a r r iva l s .  B u t  I  h o o ke d  h e r  o n c e ,  a n d 
I  d i d n’ t  k n o w  i t  wa s  h e r  a t  a l l ,  a s  t h i s  l i t t l e  s t o r y  w i l l  p o i n t 
o u t …  I ’ d  b e e n  a t  t h e  d o c k  f ro m  4 a m  a s  u s u a l ,  b u t  t h e  wa t e r 
q u a l i t y  o n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  m o r n i n g  wa s  ve r y  m u r k y  a n d 
d i r t y  l o o k i n g ,  a n d  I  c o u l d n’ t  s e e  a  t h i n g  i n  t h e  wa t e r  w h e n 
I  g o t  t h e re .  B e a r  i n  m i n d  I ’ d  b e e n  ove r  t h e  n i g h t  b e fo re  a s 
a lways ,  p re p p i n g  my  s p o t  fo r  t h e  m o r n i n g ’ s  f i s h i n g ,  f i l l i n g 
i t  i n  w i t h  s o m e  b a i t  a n d  c o u l d  s e e  p e r fe c t ly  c l e a r ly  t h e n .  I n 
t h e  m o r n i n g ,  I  c h e c ke d  t h e  t i d e s  o n  t h e  we b s i t e  a n d  t h e y 
we re  n o t  eve n  d u e  i n  u n t i l  a ro u n d  6 a m ,  s o  I  t h o u g h t  i t  wa s 
re a l ly  s t ra n g e  t h a t  t h e  wa t e r  wa s  s o  c l o u d e d  u p .
A ny way,  I  g o t  a  ro d  i n  p o s i t i o n ,  a n d  yo u  g u e s s e d  i t ,  t h e  c l o u d 
wa s  a  f u l l - o n  b re a m  p a r t y.  I t  s t a r t e d  f ro m  t h e  m o m e n t  t h e 
l e a d  h i t  b o t t o m  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  d a n c e  f l o o r.  W i t h i n  a 
c o u p l e  o f  m i n u t e s  my  b o t t l e  c a p  h a d  s l o w ly  fa l l e n  o f f  my  re e l 
a n d  wa s  b o u n c i n g  a l o n g  t h e  c o n c re t e ,  a s  t h e  b re a m  n e ve r 
re a l ly  t a ke  l i n e  w h e n  yo u ’ re  f i s h i n g  5 o z  l e a d s ;  t h e  t i p s  j u s t 
b a n g  a  l i t t l e  a n d  t h e  l i n e  t i g h t e n s  u p .  S o  I  wa s  i n t o  a  b re a m , 
a n d  a n o t h e r  a n d  a n o t h e r  a n d  ye a h ,  yo u  g o t  i t ,  I  h a d  a r r ive d 
a t  t h e  d o c k s  w h i l e  t h e  b re a m  we re  h av i n g  a  f u l l - o n  l o c k- i n 
a t  t h e  l o c a l  p u b  a n d  h av i n g  a  p a r t y  o n  a l l  my  b u f fe t  fo o d  I ’ d 
l a i d  o u t  t h e  n i g h t  b e fo re .  I  t h o u g h t  I  c o u l d n’ t  h a n d l e  t o o 
m u c h  o f  t h i s  b re a m  p a r t y  a n d  wa s  t h i n k i n g  I ’ d  s h o o t  o f f 
h o m e  a n d  h e l p  o u t  w i t h  d ro p p i n g  t h e  k i d s  o f f  t o  s c h o o l .
T h e n  o u t  o f  n o wh e re ,  t h e  h e ave n s  o p e n e d  u p ,  a n d  i t  a b s o l u te ly 
p o u re d  d o w n  h a rd c o re  fo r  a b o u t  2 0  m i n u t e s ,  b u t  l u c k i ly  o n 
t h i s  m o r n i n g  I ’ d  b ro u g h t  my  b ro l ly  w i t h  m e  a s  t h e re  wa s  a 
fo re c a s t  fo r  h e av y  s h o we r s .  S o  I ’ m  n o w  s a t  u n d e r  my  b ro l ly 
f i l m i n g  t h i s  ra i n  a b s o l u t e ly  s m a s h i n g  m e  t o  b i t s ,  a n d  a s 
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q u i c k  a s  i t  t u r n e d  u p ,  i t  d i s a p p e a re d ,  a n d  t h e  s u n  wa s  s o o n 
b a c k  o u t  b l a z i n g  a g a i n  d o w n  i n t o  my  s p o t .
I  t h o u g h t ,  s o d  i t ,  I ’ l l  p u t  t h e  ro d  b a c k  o u t ,  h o p i n g  t h a t  t h e 
ra i n  wo u l d  h ave  p u s h e d  t h e  b re a m  o u t  o f  t h e  s h a l l o we r 
wa t e r  a n d  d o w n  o f f  t h e  s h e l f ,  a n d  i t  d i d ,  b u t  I  n e ve r  h a d  a 
k n o c k  o r  a ny  s i g h t i n g s  fo r  a  g o o d  h o u r  o r  s o  f ro m  a ny  f i s h  a t 
a l l .  I  wa s  n o w  j u s t  c h i l l i n g ,  e n j oy i n g  t h e  m o r n i n g  w i t h  a  fe w 
c o f fe e s  a n d  re a d i n g  a  c a r p  f i s h i n g  a u t o b i o g ra p hy  w h e n  a l l  o f 
a  s u d d e n ,  I  h a d  a  ve r y  s t e a dy  t a ke ,  ve r y  s l o w,  n o t  a g g re s s ive 
a t  a l l .  I t  wa s  a  ve r y  c o n s t a n t  t a ke  f ro m  w h e n  i t  h a d  s t a r t e d  t o 
w h e n  I  p i c ke d  t h e  ro d  u p .  B e c a u s e  i t  h a d  t a ke n  l i n e  t h o u g h , 
I  k n e w  s t ra i g h t  away  i t  wa s  a  c a r p .  T h e  f i s h  p u t  u p  a  l i t t l e 
s c ra p ,  n o t h i n g  t o o  m a j o r,  a n d  I  k n e w  i t  wa s  a  s m a l l e r  f i s h  by 
t h e  way  i t  wa s  f i g h t i n g .  I  l a n d e d  t h i s  s t u n n i n g  l i t t l e  l i n e a r 
a n d  d i d  a  fe w  s e l f - t a ke s ,  n o t h i n g  s p e c t a c u l a r,  j u s t  p i c t u re s 
fo r  my  re c o rd s .  I  p u t  t h e  f i s h  b a c k  a s  s o o n  a s  I  c o u l d  s o  I 
c o u l d  g e t  t h e  ro d  b a c k  o u t  o n  t h e  s p o t .  W h e re  t h e re ’ s  o n e 
a n d  a l l  t h a t  m a l a r ke y…
I  a lways  t e n d  t o  favo u r  t h e  m u l t i  r i g  w h e n  f i s h i n g  t h e  d o c k s , 
a n d  a  l o t  o f  my  f i s h i n g  m a i n ly  i nvo lve s  t h e  m u l t i  r i g .  I  t e n d 
t o  c o u p l e  i t  u p  w i t h  a n  1 8  o r  2 0 m m  p o p - u p  t o  t r y  a n d  d e t e r 
t h e  b re a m ,  b u t  i t  d o e s n’ t  a lways  wo r k ;  i n  fa c t  I  d o n’ t  t h i n k 
i t  wo r k s  a t  a l l ,  b u t  i n  my  m i n d ,  I  l i ke  t o  t h i n k  i t s  s t o p p i n g 
t h e m .  I  t r y  a n d  s t ay  away  f ro m  u s i n g  s o l i d  b a g s  a n d  P VA 
m e s h  b a g s  w i t h  p e l l e t s  a n d  o t h e r  s i m i l a r  i t e m s  w h e n  I  k n o w 
t h e  b re a m  a re  a ro u n d ;  I  j u s t  c a s t  o u t  a  s i n g l e  p o p - u p  ove r 
t h e  b a i t e d  a re a  t o  t r y  a n d  s i n g l e  o u t  t h e  c a r p .  T h i s  i s  t h e 
exa c t  m e t h o d  I  wa s  u s i n g  o n  t h i s  m o r n i n g .
T h e  t i m e  wa s  g e t t i n g  o n  n o w,  a n d  I  d i d n’ t  h ave  l o n g  b e fo re 
I  wa s  g o i n g  t o  h ave  t o  l e ave .  A s  a lways ,  I  t e n d  t o  p u t  s o m e 
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q u i c k  a s  i t  t u r n e d  u p ,  i t  d i s a p p e a re d ,  a n d  t h e  s u n  wa s  s o o n 
b a c k  o u t  b l a z i n g  a g a i n  d o w n  i n t o  my  s p o t .
I  t h o u g h t ,  s o d  i t ,  I ’ l l  p u t  t h e  ro d  b a c k  o u t ,  h o p i n g  t h a t  t h e 
ra i n  wo u l d  h ave  p u s h e d  t h e  b re a m  o u t  o f  t h e  s h a l l o we r 
wa t e r  a n d  d o w n  o f f  t h e  s h e l f ,  a n d  i t  d i d ,  b u t  I  n e ve r  h a d  a 
k n o c k  o r  a ny  s i g h t i n g s  fo r  a  g o o d  h o u r  o r  s o  f ro m  a ny  f i s h  a t 
a l l .  I  wa s  n o w  j u s t  c h i l l i n g ,  e n j oy i n g  t h e  m o r n i n g  w i t h  a  fe w 
c o f fe e s  a n d  re a d i n g  a  c a r p  f i s h i n g  a u t o b i o g ra p hy  w h e n  a l l  o f 
a  s u d d e n ,  I  h a d  a  ve r y  s t e a dy  t a ke ,  ve r y  s l o w,  n o t  a g g re s s ive 
a t  a l l .  I t  wa s  a  ve r y  c o n s t a n t  t a ke  f ro m  w h e n  i t  h a d  s t a r t e d  t o 
w h e n  I  p i c ke d  t h e  ro d  u p .  B e c a u s e  i t  h a d  t a ke n  l i n e  t h o u g h , 
I  k n e w  s t ra i g h t  away  i t  wa s  a  c a r p .  T h e  f i s h  p u t  u p  a  l i t t l e 
s c ra p ,  n o t h i n g  t o o  m a j o r,  a n d  I  k n e w  i t  wa s  a  s m a l l e r  f i s h  by 
t h e  way  i t  wa s  f i g h t i n g .  I  l a n d e d  t h i s  s t u n n i n g  l i t t l e  l i n e a r 
a n d  d i d  a  fe w  s e l f - t a ke s ,  n o t h i n g  s p e c t a c u l a r,  j u s t  p i c t u re s 
fo r  my  re c o rd s .  I  p u t  t h e  f i s h  b a c k  a s  s o o n  a s  I  c o u l d  s o  I 
c o u l d  g e t  t h e  ro d  b a c k  o u t  o n  t h e  s p o t .  W h e re  t h e re ’ s  o n e 
a n d  a l l  t h a t  m a l a r ke y…
I  a lways  t e n d  t o  favo u r  t h e  m u l t i  r i g  w h e n  f i s h i n g  t h e  d o c k s , 
a n d  a  l o t  o f  my  f i s h i n g  m a i n ly  i nvo lve s  t h e  m u l t i  r i g .  I  t e n d 
t o  c o u p l e  i t  u p  w i t h  a n  1 8  o r  2 0 m m  p o p - u p  t o  t r y  a n d  d e t e r 
t h e  b re a m ,  b u t  i t  d o e s n’ t  a lways  wo r k ;  i n  fa c t  I  d o n’ t  t h i n k 
i t  wo r k s  a t  a l l ,  b u t  i n  my  m i n d ,  I  l i ke  t o  t h i n k  i t s  s t o p p i n g 
t h e m .  I  t r y  a n d  s t ay  away  f ro m  u s i n g  s o l i d  b a g s  a n d  P VA 
m e s h  b a g s  w i t h  p e l l e t s  a n d  o t h e r  s i m i l a r  i t e m s  w h e n  I  k n o w 
t h e  b re a m  a re  a ro u n d ;  I  j u s t  c a s t  o u t  a  s i n g l e  p o p - u p  ove r 
t h e  b a i t e d  a re a  t o  t r y  a n d  s i n g l e  o u t  t h e  c a r p .  T h i s  i s  t h e 
exa c t  m e t h o d  I  wa s  u s i n g  o n  t h i s  m o r n i n g .
T h e  t i m e  wa s  g e t t i n g  o n  n o w,  a n d  I  d i d n’ t  h ave  l o n g  b e fo re 
I  wa s  g o i n g  t o  h ave  t o  l e ave .  A s  a lways ,  I  t e n d  t o  p u t  s o m e 
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t h i n g s  away  i n  t h e  c a r  a n d  l e ave  t h e  o n e  ro d  o u t  f i s h i n g 
w i t h  t h e  n e t  a n d  m a t  t o  h a n d .  I  wa s  ove r  a t  t h e  c a r,  w h i c h 
wa s  o n ly  a b o u t  1 0 / 1 5  ya rd s  away  f ro m  w h e re  I  f i s h  w h e n  a l l 
o f  a  s u d d e n  I  h e a rd  t h e  b o t t l e  c a p  h i t  t h e  f l o o r  a n d  t h e  re e l 
j u s t  s t a r t e d  g o i n g  i n t o  ove rd r ive .  I  h a d  t o  r u n  ove r  a n d  g ra b 
t h e  ro d  a n d  l e ave  a l l  my  s t u f f  o n  t h e  f l o o r  a t  t h e  b a c k  o f  my 
c a r  w i t h  t h e  b o o t  w i d e  o p e n .  B e a r  i n  m i n d  i t ’ s  n o t  t h e  s a fe s t 
o f  p l a c e s  t o  b e  l e av i n g  yo u r  s t u f f  a l l  ove r  t h e  f l o o r  a n d  yo u r 
c a r  b o o t  w i d e  o p e n ,  a s  yo u r  s t u f f  c a n  e a s i ly  g ro w  l e g s  a n d 
d i s a p p e a r  i f  yo u ’ re  n o t  c a re f u l . 
N o w  I ’ d  h o o ke d  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  a t  f i r s t  I  t h o u g h t  wa s n’ t  a 
c a r p  a t  a l l ;  I  t h o u g h t  i t  wa s  a  c a t f i s h .  I  wa s  n o w  t r y i n g  t o 
c o n c e n t ra t e  o n  p l ay i n g  t h i s  f i s h  a s  we l l  a s  t r y i n g  t o  ke e p  a 
c l o s e  e ye  o n  my  c a r  a n d  a l l  my  s t u f f .  L u c k i ly,  a t  f i r s t ,  t h i s 
f i s h  n eve r  we n t  t h e  u s u a l  c a r p  ro u t e  u n d e r n e a t h  t h e  j e t t i e s 
o r  a ro u n d  t h e  s n a g g y  a re a  b u t  we n t  l e f t  w h e re  I  l i ke  a l l 
t h e  f i s h  t o  g o ,  a s  i t ’ s  re l a t ive ly  s n a g  f re e ,  b u t  t h i s  f i s h  wa s 
s t e a m i n g  l i ke  a  t ra i n  a n d  j u s t  g o i n g  a n d  g o i n g  w i t h o u t  a ny 
s t o p s  o r  b re a k s  i n  b e t we e n .  T h e n  s h e  s l o we d  d o w n ,  a n d  I 
wa s  g e t t i n g  t h e  u p p e r  h a n d  w h e n  a l l  o f  a  s u d d e n  t h e  l i n e 
we n t  re a l ly  s l a c k ,  a n d  I  wa s  w i n d i n g  d o w n  a s  fa s t  a s  I  c o u l d 
b u t  fe e l i n g  n o t h i n g  a t  a l l ,  a n d  I  t h o u g h t  a t  f i r s t  t h e  f i s h  h a d 
c o m e  o f f .  I  wa s  w i n d i n g  a n d  w i n d i n g ,  p ro p e r  c ra n k i n g  t h e 
b i g  p i t  re e l ,  a n d  t h e  f i s h  m u s t  h ave  b e e n  s w i m m i n g  s o  fa s t 
t o wa rd s  m e  t h a t  I  j u s t  c o u l d n’ t  c a t c h  u p  w i t h  h e r.
T h e n  a l l  o f  a  s u d d e n  t h e  ro d  j u s t  b e n t  a ro u n d  t o  t h e  r i g h t , 
a n d  t h e  f i s h  wa s  n o w  u n d e r  t h e  T  p a r t  o f  t h e  j e t t y.  I  q u i c k ly 
d ro p p e d  t h e  t i p  d o w n  i n t o  t h e  wa t e r  a s  a lways ,  b u t  n o w  I 
c o u l d n’ t  s e e  my  c a r  p ro p e r ly,  a n d  I  wa s  g e t t i n g  i n  a  r i g h t 
p i c k l e  wo r r y i n g  a b o u t  my  s t u f f  a s  we l l  a s  t r y i n g  t o  p l ay 
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t h i n g s  away  i n  t h e  c a r  a n d  l e ave  t h e  o n e  ro d  o u t  f i s h i n g 
w i t h  t h e  n e t  a n d  m a t  t o  h a n d .  I  wa s  ove r  a t  t h e  c a r,  w h i c h 
wa s  o n ly  a b o u t  1 0 / 1 5  ya rd s  away  f ro m  w h e re  I  f i s h  w h e n  a l l 
o f  a  s u d d e n  I  h e a rd  t h e  b o t t l e  c a p  h i t  t h e  f l o o r  a n d  t h e  re e l 
j u s t  s t a r t e d  g o i n g  i n t o  ove rd r ive .  I  h a d  t o  r u n  ove r  a n d  g ra b 
t h e  ro d  a n d  l e ave  a l l  my  s t u f f  o n  t h e  f l o o r  a t  t h e  b a c k  o f  my 
c a r  w i t h  t h e  b o o t  w i d e  o p e n .  B e a r  i n  m i n d  i t ’ s  n o t  t h e  s a fe s t 
o f  p l a c e s  t o  b e  l e av i n g  yo u r  s t u f f  a l l  ove r  t h e  f l o o r  a n d  yo u r 
c a r  b o o t  w i d e  o p e n ,  a s  yo u r  s t u f f  c a n  e a s i ly  g ro w  l e g s  a n d 
d i s a p p e a r  i f  yo u ’ re  n o t  c a re f u l . 
N o w  I ’ d  h o o ke d  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  a t  f i r s t  I  t h o u g h t  wa s n’ t  a 
c a r p  a t  a l l ;  I  t h o u g h t  i t  wa s  a  c a t f i s h .  I  wa s  n o w  t r y i n g  t o 
c o n c e n t ra t e  o n  p l ay i n g  t h i s  f i s h  a s  we l l  a s  t r y i n g  t o  ke e p  a 
c l o s e  e ye  o n  my  c a r  a n d  a l l  my  s t u f f .  L u c k i ly,  a t  f i r s t ,  t h i s 
f i s h  n eve r  we n t  t h e  u s u a l  c a r p  ro u t e  u n d e r n e a t h  t h e  j e t t i e s 
o r  a ro u n d  t h e  s n a g g y  a re a  b u t  we n t  l e f t  w h e re  I  l i ke  a l l 
t h e  f i s h  t o  g o ,  a s  i t ’ s  re l a t ive ly  s n a g  f re e ,  b u t  t h i s  f i s h  wa s 
s t e a m i n g  l i ke  a  t ra i n  a n d  j u s t  g o i n g  a n d  g o i n g  w i t h o u t  a ny 
s t o p s  o r  b re a k s  i n  b e t we e n .  T h e n  s h e  s l o we d  d o w n ,  a n d  I 
wa s  g e t t i n g  t h e  u p p e r  h a n d  w h e n  a l l  o f  a  s u d d e n  t h e  l i n e 
we n t  re a l ly  s l a c k ,  a n d  I  wa s  w i n d i n g  d o w n  a s  fa s t  a s  I  c o u l d 
b u t  fe e l i n g  n o t h i n g  a t  a l l ,  a n d  I  t h o u g h t  a t  f i r s t  t h e  f i s h  h a d 
c o m e  o f f .  I  wa s  w i n d i n g  a n d  w i n d i n g ,  p ro p e r  c ra n k i n g  t h e 
b i g  p i t  re e l ,  a n d  t h e  f i s h  m u s t  h ave  b e e n  s w i m m i n g  s o  fa s t 
t o wa rd s  m e  t h a t  I  j u s t  c o u l d n’ t  c a t c h  u p  w i t h  h e r.
T h e n  a l l  o f  a  s u d d e n  t h e  ro d  j u s t  b e n t  a ro u n d  t o  t h e  r i g h t , 
a n d  t h e  f i s h  wa s  n o w  u n d e r  t h e  T  p a r t  o f  t h e  j e t t y.  I  q u i c k ly 
d ro p p e d  t h e  t i p  d o w n  i n t o  t h e  wa t e r  a s  a lways ,  b u t  n o w  I 
c o u l d n’ t  s e e  my  c a r  p ro p e r ly,  a n d  I  wa s  g e t t i n g  i n  a  r i g h t 
p i c k l e  wo r r y i n g  a b o u t  my  s t u f f  a s  we l l  a s  t r y i n g  t o  p l ay 
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t h i s  c a r p  s a fe ly.  I  wa s  t h i n k i n g  t o  mys e l f  s t i l l  t h a t  t h i s  wa s 
e i t h e r  a  c a t f i s h  o r  a  u n i t  o f  a  c a r p  b e c a u s e  t h e  r u n s  t h i s  f i s h 
wa s  t a k i n g  we re  j u s t  s t u p i d .  L u c k i ly  a n  o l d  b oy  w h o  a lways 
wa l k s  t h ro u g h  e a r ly  m o r n i n g s  w i t h  h i s  d o g  a n d  h a s  a  l i t t l e 
c h i nwa g  w i t h  m e  wa s  c o m i n g  a l o n g  t h e  d o c k ,  a n d  I  j u s t  fe l t 
t h e  re l i e f  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  wa t c h  my  s t u f f  a s  I  d e a l t  w i t h  t h i s 
f i s h  t h a t  wa s  o n  s p e e d  o r  s t e ro i d s  o f  s o m e  s o r t .  S o  w h i l e  h e 
wa s  ke e p i n g  wa t c h  fo r  m e  a n d  I  g o t  t h e  b e t t e r  o f  t h e  f i s h ,  I 
t h e n  s aw  i t  c o m i n g  u p  t h ro u g h  t h e  wa t e r.
I t  wa s  t h e n  t h a t  I  re a l i s e d  i t  wa s  t h e  Fr i e n d ly  G h o s t ,  a n d 
a t  f i r s t  I  h o n e s t ly  t h o u g h t  I  wa s  s e e i n g  t h i n g s ,  a s  t h i s  f i s h 
n e ve r  re a l ly  p u t  u p  m u c h  o f  a  f i g h t  i n  t h e  o t h e r  f ive  o r  s i x 
t i m e s  I ’ d  c a u g h t  h e r.  I  n e t t e d  h e r  q u i c k ly  a n d  j u s t  wa n t e d  t o 
g e t  h e r  i n t o  a  s a c k  s o  I  c o u l d  p u t  my  s t u f f  away  i n  t h e  c a r, 
b u t  w h e n  I  we n t  t o  re m ove  t h e  h o o k  I  c o u l d n’ t  b e l i eve  w h a t 
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t h i s  c a r p  s a fe ly.  I  wa s  t h i n k i n g  t o  mys e l f  s t i l l  t h a t  t h i s  wa s 
e i t h e r  a  c a t f i s h  o r  a  u n i t  o f  a  c a r p  b e c a u s e  t h e  r u n s  t h i s  f i s h 
wa s  t a k i n g  we re  j u s t  s t u p i d .  L u c k i ly  a n  o l d  b oy  w h o  a lways 
wa l k s  t h ro u g h  e a r ly  m o r n i n g s  w i t h  h i s  d o g  a n d  h a s  a  l i t t l e 
c h i nwa g  w i t h  m e  wa s  c o m i n g  a l o n g  t h e  d o c k ,  a n d  I  j u s t  fe l t 
t h e  re l i e f  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  wa t c h  my  s t u f f  a s  I  d e a l t  w i t h  t h i s 
f i s h  t h a t  wa s  o n  s p e e d  o r  s t e ro i d s  o f  s o m e  s o r t .  S o  w h i l e  h e 
wa s  ke e p i n g  wa t c h  fo r  m e  a n d  I  g o t  t h e  b e t t e r  o f  t h e  f i s h ,  I 
t h e n  s aw  i t  c o m i n g  u p  t h ro u g h  t h e  wa t e r.
I t  wa s  t h e n  t h a t  I  re a l i s e d  i t  wa s  t h e  Fr i e n d ly  G h o s t ,  a n d 
a t  f i r s t  I  h o n e s t ly  t h o u g h t  I  wa s  s e e i n g  t h i n g s ,  a s  t h i s  f i s h 
n e ve r  re a l ly  p u t  u p  m u c h  o f  a  f i g h t  i n  t h e  o t h e r  f ive  o r  s i x 
t i m e s  I ’ d  c a u g h t  h e r.  I  n e t t e d  h e r  q u i c k ly  a n d  j u s t  wa n t e d  t o 
g e t  h e r  i n t o  a  s a c k  s o  I  c o u l d  p u t  my  s t u f f  away  i n  t h e  c a r, 
b u t  w h e n  I  we n t  t o  re m ove  t h e  h o o k  I  c o u l d n’ t  b e l i eve  w h a t 
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I  wa s  s e e i n g ,  a s  t h e  h o o k  wa s  b a s i c a l ly  n e a r ly  s t ra i g h t e n e d 
a l l  t h e  way  o u t .  I t  wa s  l i ke  re m ov i n g  a  s e w i n g  n e e d l e  f ro m 
h e r  m o u t h ,  t h e  t y p e  o f  n e e d l e  my  m u m  wo u l d  u s e  t o  s t i t c h 
t h i n g s  u p  fo r  m e .  I ’ ve  s t i l l  g o t  t h a t  r i g  t o  t h i s  d ay  i n  a  s p a re 
t a c k l e  b ox  i n  my  c u p b o a rd  a s  a  t ro p hy,  a n d  a s  yo u  c a n  s e e 
by  t h e  p i c t u re ,  I  wa s  ve r y  l u c k y  t o  l a n d  t h i s  s t u n n i n g  o l d 
d o c k s  c a r p  a t  t h e  b i g g e s t  we i g h t  I ’ d  e ve r  c a u g h t  h e r.  M ay b e 
t h a t ’ s  w hy  s h e  fo u g h t  l i ke  a  d e m o n .  W h a t  a  c h a ra c t e r  –  t h e 
Fr i e n d ly  G h o s t  C o m m o n .
T h i s  n o w  b r i n g s  m e  o n t o  a n o t h e r  d o c k s  c h a ra c t e r  t h a t 
fo l l o w s  u p  f ro m  t h e  m i r ro r  I  t a l ke d  a b o u t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  a r t i c l e 
I  w ro t e  fo r  B i g  C a r p  m a g a z i n e .  I f  yo u  h ave n’ t  re a d  i t ,  b e 
s u re  t o  t r y  a n d  s o u rc e  a  c o py.  I  h a d  a  b a n g e r  o f  m i r ro r  t h e 

F R E E L I N E   7 7

BOBBY COOTE



F R E E L I N E   7 8

BOBBY COOTE



F R E E L I N E   7 8

BOBBY COOTE

F R E E L I N E   7 9

BOBBY COOTE
m o r n i n g  b e fo re  a n d  a l s o  h a d  t h e  n ex t  m o r n i n g  f re e  t o  c o m e 
a n d  f i s h  fo r  a  fe w  h o u r s .  L i ke w i s e  my  f r i e n d  D a n ny  h a d  s a i d 
t o  m e ,  “ S o d  i t !  I ’ l l  g o  i n t o  wo r k  a  l i t t l e  l a t e r  a n d  j o i n  yo u 
fo r  a  fe w  h o u r s  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  a s  we l l  i f  yo u  d o n’ t  m i n d .” 
H e  s a i d  h e  wo u l d n’ t  f i s h  b u t  j u s t  j o i n  m e .  S o m e t h i n g  yo u 
a lways  re a l ly  n e e d  ove r  t h e  d o c k s  i s  a  s p a re  p a i r  o f  h a n d s , 
a s  i t ’ s  re a l ly  h a rd  t o  n e t  t h e  f i s h  a l o n e  a n d  d e a l  w i t h  t h e m , 
a s  t h e  b a n k s  a re  q u i t e  h i g h  away  f ro m  t h e  wa t e r.  S o  we  m a d e 
a  t i m e  t o  m e e t  u p  a n d  b o t h  m e t  d o w n  t h e  d o c k s  o n  t h a t 
m o r n i n g .  We  we ’ d  l i t e ra l ly  b e e n  t h e re  a b o u t  t wo  t o  t h re e 
m i n u t e s ,  a n d  a s  I  p e e re d  ove r  t h e  e d g e  o n t o  t h e  b a i t e d  s p o t 
t h e re  wa s  o n e  f i s h  a l l  o n  i t s  o w n  a b s o l u t e ly  t e a r i n g  u p  t h e 
b o t t o m ,  b u b b l e s  c o m i n g  u p  a n d  t h e  s i l t  b e i n g  c l o u d e d  u p  i n 
t h e  e d g e .  S t ra i g h t  away  I  s a i d  t o  D a n ny,  “ T h i s  i s  a  b i t e ,  m a t e . 
We  w i l l  l a n d  t h i s  f i s h  w i t h i n  a  c o u p l e  o f  m i n u t e s ,”  a n d  h e 
wa s  l i ke ,  “ Yo u  re c ko n ? ”  I  t o l d  h i m ,  “ 1 0 0 % ,”  a n d  h e  s a i d ,  “ I f 
yo u  d o  t h a t ,  i t  w i l l  b e  t h e  q u i c ke s t  b i t e  I ’ ve  eve r  s e e n  ove r 
t h e s e  d o c k s .”
S o  I  ra n  s t ra i g h t  b a c k  t o  t h e  c a r  a n d  g ra b b e d  a  ro d ,  t h e  m a t 
a n d  t h e  n e t .  I  a lways  f i s h  u n l e a d e d  s n a g  l e a d e r s ,  s o  I  a t t a c h e d 
o n e ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  my  favo u re d  m u l t i  r i g  o n  a  s i z e  4  h o o k 
w i t h  a  4  o r  5 o z  l e a d  a n d  a  2 0 m m  w h i t e  p o p - u p  a n d  l o we re d 
i t  i n  s l o w ly  b e h i n d  t h i s  f i s h’ s  t a i l …  B a n g !  W i t h i n  3 0  s e c o n d s 
t h i s  f i s h  t u r n e d  i t s  h e a d  a ro u n d  a n d  j u s t  g ra b b e d  h o l d  o f 
t h e  w h i t e  p o p - u p  a n d  t o o k  o f f  l i ke  C o n c o rd e .  N o w  l u c k i ly,  a t 
f i r s t ,  i t  n eve r  we n t  u n d e r n e a t h  t h e  j e t t i e s ;  i t  j u s t  p o we re d 
o f f  t o  t h e  l e f t  a n d  j u s t  ke p t  g o i n g  l e f t  w i t h  i m m e n s e  p o we r. 
L i ke  I  s a i d ,  i f  t h e  f i s h  g o  l e f t ,  I ’ ve  g o t  a  8 5 / 9 0 %  c h a n c e  I ’ l l 
l a n d  t h e m  s a fe ly,  b u t  eve r y  t i m e  I  t r i e d  t o  s t o p  t h e  f i s h  a n d 
t u r n  i t  a ro u n d ,  i t  j u s t  wa s n’ t  h av i n g  a ny  o f  i t  a n d  j u s t  ke p t 



g o i n g  f u r t h e r  a n d  f u r t h e r  away. 
We l l  eve n t u a l ly  t h e  f i s h  s l o we d  d o w n  fo r  l i ke  f ive  m i n u t e s , 
a n d  I  g o t  i t  re a l ly  c l o s e  t o  t h e  s q u a re  w h e re  I  a c t u a l ly  f i s h 
fo r  t h e m ,  b u t  t h e n  h e  j u s t  wo ke  u p  a g a i n  a n d  n o w  c a u s e d 
c o m p l e t e  c a r n a g e  fo r  m e .  H e  wa s  c h a r g i n g  f ro m  l e f t  t o  r i g h t 
l i ke  a  c o m p l e t e  n u t c a s e ,  a n d  I  wa s  j u s t  t r y i n g  my  b e s t  t o 
g u i d e  t h e  l i n e  away  f ro m  a l l  t h e  t ro l l e ys ,  b i ke s  a n d  s n a g s 
t h a t  I  k n o w  a re  t h e re  t h ro u g h  ex p e r i e n c e  o f  f i s h i n g  h e re .
N o w  t h e  p ro b l e m  s t a r t e d ,  a s  h e  c a m e  c h a r g i n g  t o wa rd s  m e 
w h e re  I  wa s  s t a n d i n g  o n  t h e  d o c k .  U n d e r n e a t h  my  fe e t  I 
k n e w  o f  fo u r  o r  f ive  s h o p p i n g  t ro l l eys  a n d  a l s o  a  b i ke  t h a t 
a re  re a l ly  c l o s e  i n  t h e  e d g e .  A s  h e  c a m e  s w i m m i n g  i n ,  h e  j u s t 
s wa m  s t ra i g h t  i n t o  t h e  b a c k  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  s h o p p i n g  t ro l l e ys 
a n d  wa s  n o w  i n s i d e  t h e  s h o p p i n g  t ro l l ey  l i ke  a  h u m a n  i n s i d e 
a  s h a r k ’ s  c a g e .  S o  h e ’ d  n o w  s n a g g e d  i n s i d e  t h e  s h o p p i n g 
t ro l l ey  a n d  t h e  l i n e  wa s  a l l  w ra p p e d  a ro u n d  t h e  w h e e l  o f 
t h e  t ro l l ey,  a n d  D a n ny  a n d  I  we re  l i ke ,  “ Yo u  h ave  g o t  t o  b e 
j o k i n g  –  t h i s  f i s h  i s  a  g o n e r ! ”  N o w  t h e  f i s h  wa s n’ t  f i g h t i n g 
a ny m o re  o f  c o u r s e ,  a s  i t  wa s  j u s t  c a g e d  i n s i d e  t h e  t ro l l e y.
I  s a i d  t o  D a n ny  t h a t  a l l  we  c o u l d  a c t u a l ly  d o  wa s  e i t h e r 
l o we r  i n  t h e  n e t  b e h i n d  t h e  t ro l l ey  a n d  h o p e  h e  s wa m  o u t 
i n t o  t h e  n e t  o r  j u s t  wa i t  fo r  h i m  t o  s w i m  o u t  o n  h i s  o w n 
a c c o rd ,  b u t  t o  b e  h o n e s t  I  wa s  s ay i n g  t o  D a n ny  t h a t  t h i s  f i s h 
i s  a  g o n e r.  I  c a n  re m e m b e r  D a n ny  s ay i n g ,  “ I ’ ve  s e e n  yo u  l a n d 
s o m e  b r u t a l  f i g h t s ,  b u t  yo u ’ re  n e ve r  g o i n g  t o  l a n d  t h i s  o n e .” 
I  j u s t  h o p e d  fo r  t h e  b e s t  a n d  c o u l d n’ t  re a l ly  d o  m u c h  o t h e r 
t h a n  wa i t  fo r  t h e  f i s h  t o  re l e a s e  i t s e l f  f ro m  t h e  t ro l l e y.
S o  we  we re  j u s t  s t a n d i n g  t h e re  wa t c h i n g  t h e  f i s h  j u s t  c h i l l i n g 
i n  t h e  t ro l l ey  i n  t h e  c r ys t a l  c l e a r  wa t e r,  a n d  we  c o u l d n’ t 
h e l p  b u t  n o t i c e  t h e  s h e e r  s i z e  o f  t h e  t a i l  j u s t  ro c k i n g  b a c k 
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g o i n g  f u r t h e r  a n d  f u r t h e r  away. 
We l l  eve n t u a l ly  t h e  f i s h  s l o we d  d o w n  fo r  l i ke  f ive  m i n u t e s , 
a n d  I  g o t  i t  re a l ly  c l o s e  t o  t h e  s q u a re  w h e re  I  a c t u a l ly  f i s h 
fo r  t h e m ,  b u t  t h e n  h e  j u s t  wo ke  u p  a g a i n  a n d  n o w  c a u s e d 
c o m p l e t e  c a r n a g e  fo r  m e .  H e  wa s  c h a r g i n g  f ro m  l e f t  t o  r i g h t 
l i ke  a  c o m p l e t e  n u t c a s e ,  a n d  I  wa s  j u s t  t r y i n g  my  b e s t  t o 
g u i d e  t h e  l i n e  away  f ro m  a l l  t h e  t ro l l e ys ,  b i ke s  a n d  s n a g s 
t h a t  I  k n o w  a re  t h e re  t h ro u g h  ex p e r i e n c e  o f  f i s h i n g  h e re .
N o w  t h e  p ro b l e m  s t a r t e d ,  a s  h e  c a m e  c h a r g i n g  t o wa rd s  m e 
w h e re  I  wa s  s t a n d i n g  o n  t h e  d o c k .  U n d e r n e a t h  my  fe e t  I 
k n e w  o f  fo u r  o r  f ive  s h o p p i n g  t ro l l eys  a n d  a l s o  a  b i ke  t h a t 
a re  re a l ly  c l o s e  i n  t h e  e d g e .  A s  h e  c a m e  s w i m m i n g  i n ,  h e  j u s t 
s wa m  s t ra i g h t  i n t o  t h e  b a c k  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  s h o p p i n g  t ro l l e ys 
a n d  wa s  n o w  i n s i d e  t h e  s h o p p i n g  t ro l l ey  l i ke  a  h u m a n  i n s i d e 
a  s h a r k ’ s  c a g e .  S o  h e ’ d  n o w  s n a g g e d  i n s i d e  t h e  s h o p p i n g 
t ro l l ey  a n d  t h e  l i n e  wa s  a l l  w ra p p e d  a ro u n d  t h e  w h e e l  o f 
t h e  t ro l l ey,  a n d  D a n ny  a n d  I  we re  l i ke ,  “ Yo u  h ave  g o t  t o  b e 
j o k i n g  –  t h i s  f i s h  i s  a  g o n e r ! ”  N o w  t h e  f i s h  wa s n’ t  f i g h t i n g 
a ny m o re  o f  c o u r s e ,  a s  i t  wa s  j u s t  c a g e d  i n s i d e  t h e  t ro l l ey.
I  s a i d  t o  D a n ny  t h a t  a l l  we  c o u l d  a c t u a l ly  d o  wa s  e i t h e r 
l o we r  i n  t h e  n e t  b e h i n d  t h e  t ro l l ey  a n d  h o p e  h e  s wa m  o u t 
i n t o  t h e  n e t  o r  j u s t  wa i t  fo r  h i m  t o  s w i m  o u t  o n  h i s  o w n 
a c c o rd ,  b u t  t o  b e  h o n e s t  I  wa s  s ay i n g  t o  D a n ny  t h a t  t h i s  f i s h 
i s  a  g o n e r.  I  c a n  re m e m b e r  D a n ny  s ay i n g ,  “ I ’ ve  s e e n  yo u  l a n d 
s o m e  b r u t a l  f i g h t s ,  b u t  yo u ’ re  n e ve r  g o i n g  t o  l a n d  t h i s  o n e .” 
I  j u s t  h o p e d  fo r  t h e  b e s t  a n d  c o u l d n’ t  re a l ly  d o  m u c h  o t h e r 
t h a n  wa i t  fo r  t h e  f i s h  t o  re l e a s e  i t s e l f  f ro m  t h e  t ro l l e y.
S o  we  we re  j u s t  s t a n d i n g  t h e re  wa t c h i n g  t h e  f i s h  j u s t  c h i l l i n g 
i n  t h e  t ro l l ey  i n  t h e  c r ys t a l  c l e a r  wa t e r,  a n d  we  c o u l d n’ t 
h e l p  b u t  n o t i c e  t h e  s h e e r  s i z e  o f  t h e  t a i l  j u s t  ro c k i n g  b a c k 
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The River Thames flows through southern England. It is the longest river 
entirely in England, with a total length of 215 miles (346km) and the second 
longest in the United Kingdom, after the River Severn. While it is best known 
for flowing through London, the river also flows alongside other towns and 
cities, including Oxford, Reading, Henley-on-Thames, and Windsor. 

The river gives its name to three informal areas: the Thames Valley, a 
region of England around the river between Oxford and west London; the 
Thames Gateway; and the greatly overlapping Thames Estuary around the 
tidal Thames to the east of London and including the waterway itself. 
Thames Valley Police is a formal body that takes its name from the river, 
covering three counties. 

In an alternative name, derived from its long tidal reach up to Teddington 
Lock in south west London, the lower reaches of the river are called the 
Tideway. 

It rises at Thames Head in Gloucestershire, and flows into the North Sea 

via the Thames Estuary. On its way, it passes through London, the country’s 
capital, where the river is deep and navigable to ships; the Thames drains 
the whole of Greater London. Its tidal section, reaching up to Teddington 
Lock, includes most of its London stretch and has a rise and fall of 7 metres 
(23ft). 

Along its course are 45 navigation locks with accompanying weirs. Its 
catchment area covers a large part of South Eastern and a small part of 
Western England and the river is fed by 38 named tributaries. The river 
contains over 80 islands. With its waters varying from freshwater to almost 
seawater, the Thames supports a variety of wildlife and has a number of 
adjoining Sites of Special Scientific Interest, with the largest being in the 
remaining parts of the North Kent Marshes and covering 5,449 hectares 
(13,460 acres). 

By far and away the largest carp water in UK. Now sit back and enjoy 
just a few of its many secrets.

Price 

£29.95



a n d  fo r t h  i n  t h e  wa t e r.  T h e  f i s h  h a d  n o w  b e e n  i n  t h e  b a c k  o f 
t h e  t ro l l e y  fo r  a  g o o d  f ive  o r  m o re  m i n u t e s ,  a n d  h e  wa s  j u s t 
s i t t i n g  t h e re  i n  t h e  b a s ke t  o f  t h e  t ro l l ey.  A l l  o f  a  s u d d e n ,  h e 
s t a r t e d  t r y i n g  t o  t u r n  a ro u n d  s o  h e  c o u l d  s w i m  o u t  t h e  b a c k 
o f  t h e  t ro l l e y.  Ve r y  c a l m ly,  w h i c h  I  fo u n d  ve r y  s t ra n g e ,  h e 
s t a r t e d  s w i m m i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  s h o p p i n g  t ro l l e y, 
a n d  t h e  l i n e ,  w h i c h  wa s  c a u g h t  u p  o n  t h e  w h e e l ,  ro l l e d  ove r 
t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  w h e e l ,  p i n g e d  o f f  t h e  t ro l l e y  a n d  wa s  n o w 
b a c k  o u t  i n  o p e n  wa t e r.  I  g ra b b e d  t h e  ro d  a n d  c l o s e d  t h e 
b a i l  a r m  o n  t h e  re e l ,  a n d  t h e  f i s h  j u s t  wo ke  u p  a g a i n  a f t e r 
i t s  l ove ly  re s t  i n s i d e  a  s o - c a l l e d  m e t a l  t ro l l ey  n e t .  T h e  f i s h 
wa s  n o w  c h a r g i n g  a ro u n d  a g a i n ,  g o i n g  f ro m  l e f t  t o  r i g h t ,  a n d 
i t  wa s  j u s t  l i ke  t r y i n g  t o  g u i d e  a  p l a n e  d o w n  a n  a l l e y way  f u l l 
o f  s n a g s .  D a n ny  l o o ke d  a t  m e  a n d  s a i d ,  “ N eve r !  I  a c t u a l ly 
c a n’ t  b e l i e ve  yo u ’ re  e ve n  g o i n g  t o  g e t  a  c h a n c e  a t  l a n d i n g 
t h i s  f i s h ;  yo u ’ re  u n b e l i eva b l e ,  s o n .”  S o  a s  h e  c a m e  i n  c l o s e r, 
we  f i n a l ly  g o t  a  g o o d  l o o k  a t  t h i s  i n c re d i b l e  d o c k s  c re a t u re 
a s  i t  f l a n ke d  u p  o n  i t s  s i d e ,  a n d  D a n ny  g o t  t h e  h o n o u r  a g a i n 
o f  s l i p p i n g  t h e  n e t  u n d e r  o n e  o f  t h e  t r u ly  s p e c i a l  c a r p  t h a t 
l ive  i n  t h e s e  d o c k s .
N o w  re c e n t ly,  I  h ave  s t a r t e d  a  Yo u Tu b e  c h a n n e l  c a l l e d  “ T h e 
S p e c i m e n  C h a s e r ”  fo r  my  o w n  f i s h i n g  a n d  h ave  a l s o  d o n e 
a  t h ro w b a c k  s e r i e s  t o  t h e  d o c k s  c a r p .  Re c e n t ly,  I  b i z a r re ly 
we n t  ove r  t o  f i l m  a n  e p i s o d e  fo r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  f i s h  I ’ ve 
b e e n  t a l k i n g  a b o u t ,  a n d  w h i l e  I  wa s  t h e re ,  I  p u t  o u t  a  ro d 
o n  t h e  s p o t ,  s o  I  wa s  f i s h i n g  w h i l e  I  wa s  t h e re  j u s t  p u t t i n g 
s o m e  v i d e o  fo o t a g e  t o g e t h e r.  S t ra n g e ly  e n o u g h ,  I  e n d e d  u p 
h av i n g  a  re c a p t u re  o f  t h e  exa c t  s a m e  f i s h  I  wa s  g o i n g  ove r  t o 
t a l k  a b o u t ,  s o  I  h ave  a l s o  p u t  i n  a  p i c t u re  o f  w h e n  I  c a u g h t 
h i m  fo r  a  s e c o n d  t i m e  re c e n t ly.
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a n d  fo r t h  i n  t h e  wa t e r.  T h e  f i s h  h a d  n o w  b e e n  i n  t h e  b a c k  o f 
t h e  t ro l l e y  fo r  a  g o o d  f ive  o r  m o re  m i n u t e s ,  a n d  h e  wa s  j u s t 
s i t t i n g  t h e re  i n  t h e  b a s ke t  o f  t h e  t ro l l ey.  A l l  o f  a  s u d d e n ,  h e 
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3 DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
In 9 different colours: Black, Grey Marl, Red, 
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“GEEZER” 
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JOHN HARRY

“LEGEND” 
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BC WITH “WHERE LEGENDS 
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DRAWN BY LEN GURD WITH 
“STAND CLEAR APPRENTICE 
LEGEND”
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Only available in Black

HOW TO ORDER: 
1) Choose Garment 
2) Choose Design A, B or C 
3) Choose Colour 
4) Choose Size: S, M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL or XXXXL 
Place your order online at THE BIG CARP SHOP 
www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk 
Phone the order hotline 07768 731425 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 9.00AM UNTIL 9.00PM

RANGE AVAILABLE: ZIP HOODIE, SWEAT SHIRT, POLO SHIRT, T-SHIRT, TRAKKIE 
BOTTOMS, BEANIE HAT, BASEBALL HAT – ALL MADE USING TOP QUALITY 

GARMENTS – AVAILABLE IN 9 DIFFERENT COLOURS (Black, Grey Marl, Red, 
Navy, Bottle Green, White, Orange, Royal Blue and Brown) 

Please note the designs are only on the tops, but the Union Jack BC appears on all garments

BIGCARPMAGAZINE.CO.UK

*All orders subject to a 
postage charge of £4.95 for 

‘Signed Delivery’. 
PLEASE ALLOW TEN DAYS

NEW SUBTLE JUST THE BC LOGO see website 
for details
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JACK THOMPSON

It’s that time of year again when I get to sit back, reflect and 
write about the journey I have undertaken in the past year. Pure 
thrills, fright and adrenaline have all been experienced, leaving me 
mentally and physically drained by the time I cross the finish line. 
But I have written about why I do the whole guesting style of fishing 
many times before, and I won’t bore you with that again. It is still 
the type of fishing that I desire, crave and love, and if you think 
there is a dull moment to my angling then you need to experience 
it firsthand for yourself. If you relish the idea of heart pounding, 
blood pumping and nail biting experiences, then get out there and 
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capture the carp that reside in these undoubtedly amazing venues.
Let’s start by saying just how amazed I was by the reaction of 
the first instalment of Forbidden Routes and the great feedback I 
received by other anglers on social media. This certainly did excite 
me that I was producing a good quality edit that people enjoyed. 
This is the fuel to the fire for me and is exactly why I do it.
In  early  spring,  my hardest  decision was to  make the correct 
choice of  which lake I  am going to  tackle  f irst .  I  had three 
in  mind over the next  few months,  one of  which was the golf 
course lake,  and the other was the beauti ful  old estate  and 
f inal ly  the big ,  wild  sand pit .  The reason I  l ike  to  plan what 
lake I  wil l  be  visit ing f irst  is  to  get  the most  out  of  the water 
on the short  t ime and sessions I  wil l  be  there.  There was no 
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point  going for  the 40ft  sand pit  f irst ,  as  this  takes ages to 
warm up,  the f ish are st i l l  act ing very lethargic  and hitt ing 
this  of f  the surface can be a  deadly attack,  as  proven in  the 
previous season. 
Taking i t  back to  early  Apri l  when the trees  were st i l l  bare 
and the temperatures were just  start ing to  increase after  we 
had encountered a  crazy winter,  I  had been planning a  few 
sessions on the most  amazing estate  lake set  inside the depths 
of  the woods.  This  is  a  place I  vis it  most  springs when the 
bluebel ls  are  most  prominent .  I t ’s  a lways been an absolute 
dream of  mine to  get  a  photograph with a  wild ,  uncaught  carp 
submerged in  the colourful  growths.  My mate that  joined me 
on these missions last  year  managed to  steal  the spotl ight 
with some incredible  photos when he managed to  catch two 
beauti ful  old carp,  one of  which was probably twice our age. 
This  real ly  had me absolutely  blown away and was going to  be 
my target  for  early  spring this  year.  I ’ve  mentioned in  the past 
just  how spooky this  place is  at  night ,  having had some very 
sketchy moments  and coming extremely c lose to  being caught 
on more than one occasion.  This  is  something I  didn’t  want 
to  happen again,  and I  was going to  try  and spend as  l i t t le 
t ime as  possible  at  the lake doing short  sessions instead of 
overnighters .  Prebait ing and stalking was going to  be my plan 
of  attack.
I  remember arriving on my f irst  decent  session of  spring when 
the temperatures were high and had increased dramatical ly 
over a  short  period of  t ime.  I t  was looking prime for  the f ish 
to  be awake and mooching in  the upper layers .  When I  pushed 
my way through the swamp that  surrounded the shal lows, 
I  could see the most  amazing sight  that  every carp angler 
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craves –  three f ish mouthing at  the scum that  had col lected 
in  the corner of  the lake.  I  wasted no t ime whatsoever,  and I 
grabbed a  s l ice  of  bread,  a  sharp hook and my trusty 6ft  sawn-
off .  This  is  the quickest  and easiest  way of  steal ing a  bite  in 
that  s i tuation,  and i t  surely  was explosive when I  buried my 
hook inside the mouth of  a  very angry mirror.  I t  was the most 
incredible  f ight ,  being f lat-rodded on more than one occasion 
as  I  tr ied to  s l ip  the net  under i t .  As  I  peered into the net ,  I 
could see i t  real ly  was a  remarkable  f ish with heavy scales  and 
big ,  long barbules .  I  was absolutely  buzzed with excitement 
of  the thought  that  the bluebel l  photograph was to  become a 
real i ty  at  long last .  Whilst  keeping my eyes peeled as  usual 
for  unwanted company,  I  broke the net  down,  checked the f ins 
and l i f ted the ful l  net  from the water  and disappeared into the 
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surrounding trees .  As  I  peeled the mesh back,  I  could see the 
sun ref lect ing off  the plates  of  this  incredible  f ish .  I t  was only 
a  mid double ,  but  what  a  looker,  and an incredible  moment 
and photo I  managed to  capture.  I  checked the coast  was c lear 
and returned to  the lake to  release the f ish into i ts  natural 
environment … of  course only  after  giving i t  a  l i t t le  peck on 
the head.
There was something about  this  f irst  day of  spring that  brought 
out  the greed in  me;  the sun was st i l l  bl isteringly  hot ,  and 
I  could see the f ish hadn’t  spooked off  the other  f ish being 
caught .  When I  say greed,  normally  I  would be packed up and 
on my way before I  got  my col lar  felt ,  but  I  just  couldn’t  resist 
one more cast .  After  managing to  get  back to  the water ’s  edge, 
I  could see a  big ,  dark shape heading towards me.  I t  looked a 
pretty  reasonable  s ize ,  but  I  couldn’t  quite  make out  i f  i t  was 
a  common or  mirror.  I  quickly  pinched a  bit  of  Hovis ’s  f inest 
on to  the hook and made that  cast  just  in  front  of  the shape, 
lett ing i t  s ink s lowly down through the water.  The next  thing I 
knew,  I  saw a big  pair  of  l ips  engulf  my bread,  so  I  l i f ted into 
i t  and connected with the moving object . 
Then al l  hel l  broke loose with the water  erupting as  i f  someone 
had dropped a  barrel  into the lake.  The f ight  was explosive on 
a  l i t t le  6ft  rod,  but  so much fun,  and the best  part  of  i t  was I 
managed to  capture the whole thing on my GoPro,  and i t  was 
shown in my latest  video.  Again when the f ish was netted and 
unhooked in  the water,  I  moved off  to  the same spot  that  was 
surrounded by beauti ful  wild  f lowers .  I  couldn’t  bel ieve my 
luck that  in  one day I  managed to  bag two of  the lake’s  banging 
residents ,  as  this  place has a  very low stock.  This  was a  very 
special  f ish ,  as  I  had never caught  a  big  common from the lake 
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before.  There l i teral ly  was not  a  scale  out  of  place ,  and to  say 
this  f ish was prist ine would be an understatement .  After  a  few 
photos ,  I  let  the f ish s l ip  through the palms of  my hands back 
to  the depths of  the estate .  I  then packed up the l i t t le  gear  I 
had and made my way back to  the van and disappeared from 
this  place for  another year.
Now the big  sand pit  had had t ime to  warm up,  i t  was t ime 
to  start  introducing a  bit  of  bait  to  a  spot  I  had a  few from 
last  season.  Out  came the trusty inf latable  boat ,  which hadn’t 
been blown up since the previous year,  and I  set  sai l  out 
into the very deep,  snaggy pit .  When I  was out  in  the pond 
introducing my buckets  of  bait ,  I  could hear  a  sharp whist l ing 
noise coming from beneath me.  As  I  looked down,  I  could see 
bubbles  jett ing out  from one of  the r ibs  that  was submerged 
in  an inch of  water.  Obviously  at  this  point  i t  was only  natural 
to  start  panicking,  and as  I  looked for  shore i t  seemed to be a 
long way off .  I  grabbed the oar  and paddled as  fast  as  I  could 
towards the swim.  I t  seemed to be a  long journey back rowing 
what  seemed to be l ike a  bag on water.  Eventual ly  I  did make 
i t  back drier  than expected,  which didn’t  matter  anyway,  as 
this  was only  a  bait ing up session,  but  I  was shortly  to  return 
for  my f irst  night .
A couple  of  days had passed,  and I  was heading back up to 
introduce some more boi l ies  to  the spot ,  this  t ime armed with 
my sawn-off  and a  bag of  f loating trout  pel lets .  The weather 
was warm and the sun was shining bright  –  perfect  condit ions 
for  steal ing a  bite  off  the surface.  The previous year,  I ’d 
managed to  stumble across  this  very special  sect ion of  the 
lake that  you could only  access  through the overgrown jungle 
between the lake and the path,  something that  doesn’t  bother 
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my sawn-off  and a  bag of  f loating trout  pel lets .  The weather 
was warm and the sun was shining bright  –  perfect  condit ions 
for  steal ing a  bite  off  the surface.  The previous year,  I ’d 
managed to  stumble across  this  very special  sect ion of  the 
lake that  you could only  access  through the overgrown jungle 
between the lake and the path,  something that  doesn’t  bother 
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an angler  l ike me –  i f  there’s  something between me and the 
f ish I  wil l  make sure I  get  through i t .  Nevertheless  this  sect ion 
of  the lake was ful l  of  submerged trees  and f looded snags – 
carp heaven –  and they did seem to be very happy to  feed in 
this  area.  I  started to  introduce a  few catapults  ful l  of  pel lets 
over the top of  the grazing f ish ,  and i t  wasn’t  long before they 
were competing for  the food and feeding confidently.  I  wasted 
no t ime in  threading a  control ler  on and tying a  surface r ig . 
I  put  a  soft  hookable  pel let  on,  cast  out  past  the feeding f ish 
and slowly dragged i t  towards them. 
I  turned around for  a  spl i t  second to  the noise of  passing 
walkers ,  and the rod was almost  pul led from my hands when 
the f ish managed to  hook i tsel f  from the ful l  impact  from 
the large control ler.  I  was into what  felt  l ike  a  good f ish .  I 
could see this  was a  very dark common around mid twenties , 
as  the water  was absolutely  gin c lear,  and i t  made me real ly 
concentrate  whilst  playing the f ish .  What  an amazing f ish to 
start  of f  the campaign. 
After  a  very hairy f ight  on l ight  tackle ,  I  managed to  f inal ly 
get  the f ish in  the net .  I  couldn’t  bel ieve what  I  had managed 
after  such a  short  t ime f ishing.  I  quickly  weighed the common, 
and i t  pul led the needle  around to  twenty-f ive pounds.  I  took 
a  few shots  and graceful ly  s l ipped the carp back to  her  home. 
When being involved with the f ish on the bank,  I  total ly  forgot 
where I  was,  and as  I  looked up,  there was a  speedboat  going 
ful l  thrott le  towards me.  I  broke the rod down,  gathered up 
the mat  and pushed i t  as  far  under the bushes as  I  possibly 
could,  leaving only  my camera bag out .  I  unzipped i t  and swung 
the camera around my neck,  pretending to  take photos of  the 
bird l i fe .  When the man confronted me,  I  told him I  was just 
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interested in  the nature and what  beauti ful  scenery i t  was 
for  photographs.  You could see the confusion and frustration 
bui lding up in  him,  but  he seemed to buy i t  and told me to  get 
back to  the path where the public  were al lowed to  walk .  With 
this  said ,  I  disappeared quickly  and returned later  that  day 
for  the rest  of  my gear.
With the previous session almost ending in being caught, I  decided 
to pick my times more wisely. They seemed to host sailing on 
the lake during the day, but they did stop frequently for breaks. 
This is the time when I would target that spot when the lake was 
quiet and there were no floating vessels snooping around. 
On arrival for my first night ,  I  was extremely excited about what 
it had in store for me. I  couldn’t wait to wake up to the peaceful 
park that it is in the morning regardless of it  being eventful or 
not .  It has the most amazing sunrises and sunsets I’ve ever seen, 
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absolutely full  of colour. You don’t often awake to the sounds 
of parakeets perching in the trees above, and what a wonderful 
sound it is to me, as it’s not something I often hear, so just being 
there is enough sometimes. But I am here to catch the beasts 
that time forgot ,  which lurk in the pit ,  so without too much 
disturbance, I  managed to get all  my rods out on the spots. I 
tucked up into my bed, full  of anticipation for what the night 
was going to bring and hoped for a bite during the night .  As I 
learnt from last year, the feeding spells seemed to come early 
morning, and this was exactly what happened. 
Just  as  dawn broke,  my right  hand rod burst  of f  from the 
prebaited spot .  I  l i f ted into the rod and could tel l  straight 
away this  wasn’t  anything massive.  Don’t  get  me wrong;  I  love 
catching al l  s izes  of  carp,  and you have to  make your way 
through the smaller  f ish sometimes to  get  to  the prize  –  this 
is  what  makes your journeys.  When it  hit  the surface,  I  could 
see i t  was a  mid double  common and managed to  s l ip  the net 
under i t .  Just  as  the f ish went  over  the cord,  I  was disturbed 
by my middle  rod melt ing off .  I  couldn’t  bel ieve my luck on the 
f irst  night .  I t  was just  another mid double  common,  but  I  was 
very pleased with how my f irst  night  went ,  and I  was looking 
forward to  the next  session already.
A few sessions had passed,  and I  was start ing to  bui ld  up quite 
a  tal ly  of  cricket  bat  commons.  I t  was start ing to  concern me 
that  the bigger  mirrors  were not  vis it ing the spots  or  s imply 
gett ing beaten to  the bait .  So my game plan during the days was 
to  stay hidden as  much as  possible  and try  to  stalk  out  some 
of  the bigger residents .  Shortly  after,  this  actual ly  became the 
only  way I  was f ishing i t ,  as  a  very eventful  night  occurred 
whilst  I  was having a  l i t t le  social  with a  fr iend.  About  11pm, 
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the park became very quiet ,  l ike  i t  does when the walkers  go 
home and the boats  moor up. 
My fr iend popped back to  the van to  grab something whilst 
I  watched the rods,  only  to  f ind two men act ing very strange 
and snif f ing around the vans.  He came back and got  me,  and as 
we approached the guys,  we asked them what  they were doing 
creeping around the vehicles  in  the middle  of  nowhere.  With 
this  they became extremely aggressive and went  absolutely 
berserk.  They were shouting and hol lering at  us  saying they 
were going to  take our heads off  with the metal  bal l  bearings 
they had loaded in  their  catapults  and how their  travel ler 
community  would block us  in  and torch the vans.  With this 
we tr ied to  calm the situation down,  as  i t  was gett ing out  of 
hand,  but  i t  didn’t  seem to work.  Lucki ly  for  us ,  a  passerby who 
miraculously  knew them managed to  def late  the s ituation and 
steer  them away.  As  you can imagine,  this  resulted in  a  very 
rest less  night ,  and as  soon as  the l ight  broke in  the morning, 
we were out  of  there.  I  didn’t  want  this  to  ruin what  I  had 
worked hard to  achieve so far  on the lake and felt  blessed that 
I  had a  mate with me during the event .  But  I  couldn’t  let  this 
stop me,  and I  focused purely  on the days for  a  while ,  which 
turned out  to  be the best  decision I  made.
It  was very early  one morning the fol lowing week,  and you 
could tel l  i t  was going to  be a  scorching day –  exactly  what  I 
needed for  picking out  the better  f ish .  I  do remember this  day 
because i t  was the day after  a  wedding,  and my head was s l ightly 
sore ,  leaving me feel ing rather  vulnerable ,  but  I  just  had this 
feel ing i t  was going to  be a  great  day.  Just  as  the temperatures 
were start ing to  r ise ,  I  returned to  the spot  I  previously  spoke 
about ,  which to  my surprise  lacked numbers of  f ish ,  especial ly 

F R E E L I N E   1 0 0

BOBBY COOTEJACK THOMPSON



the park became very quiet ,  l ike  i t  does when the walkers  go 
home and the boats  moor up. 
My fr iend popped back to  the van to  grab something whilst 
I  watched the rods,  only  to  f ind two men act ing very strange 
and snif f ing around the vans.  He came back and got  me,  and as 
we approached the guys,  we asked them what  they were doing 
creeping around the vehicles  in  the middle  of  nowhere.  With 
this  they became extremely aggressive and went  absolutely 
berserk.  They were shouting and hol lering at  us  saying they 
were going to  take our heads off  with the metal  bal l  bearings 
they had loaded in  their  catapults  and how their  travel ler 
community  would block us  in  and torch the vans.  With this 
we tr ied to  calm the situation down,  as  i t  was gett ing out  of 
hand,  but  i t  didn’t  seem to work.  Lucki ly  for  us ,  a  passerby who 
miraculously  knew them managed to  def late  the s ituation and 
steer  them away.  As  you can imagine,  this  resulted in  a  very 
rest less  night ,  and as  soon as  the l ight  broke in  the morning, 
we were out  of  there.  I  didn’t  want  this  to  ruin what  I  had 
worked hard to  achieve so far  on the lake and felt  blessed that 
I  had a  mate with me during the event .  But  I  couldn’t  let  this 
stop me,  and I  focused purely  on the days for  a  while ,  which 
turned out  to  be the best  decision I  made.
It  was very early  one morning the fol lowing week,  and you 
could tel l  i t  was going to  be a  scorching day –  exactly  what  I 
needed for  picking out  the better  f ish .  I  do remember this  day 
because i t  was the day after  a  wedding,  and my head was s l ightly 
sore ,  leaving me feel ing rather  vulnerable ,  but  I  just  had this 
feel ing i t  was going to  be a  great  day.  Just  as  the temperatures 
were start ing to  r ise ,  I  returned to  the spot  I  previously  spoke 
about ,  which to  my surprise  lacked numbers of  f ish ,  especial ly 

F R E E L I N E   1 0 0

BOBBY COOTEJACK THOMPSON

F R E E L I N E   1 0 1

BOBBY COOTEJACK THOMPSON



any big  ones .  So without  wasting t ime,  I  carried on walking 
around the park and popped into this  l i t t le  bay on the back 
of  the lake.  I  c l imbed the tree on the edge of  the bank to  get  a 
better  look over the bushes and could see a  couple  of  good f ish 
partnered with one that  looked considerably  bigger.  Armed 
with just  a  packet  of  hooks and a  loaf ,  I  didn’t  think I  was 
going to  be able  to  get  the bread out  far  enough. 
A few minutes  passed,  and the temptation grew stronger to 
have a  cast  at  the f ish ,  as  either  way he was going to  disappear 
shortly.  I  pinched on a  bigger bit  of  bread around the hook 
to  get  a  s l ightly  heavier  bait  to  cast ,  leant  back and cast  i t 
as  far  as  possible ,  and to  my surprise  I  made the distance 
with i t  landing a  couple  of  feet  to  the s ide of  the bigger  f ish . 
I t  certainly  disturbed him,  and just  as  I  thought  I ’d  ruined 
my chance,  the f ish turned towards the s lowly s inking bread 
and sucked i t  in .  I  was so amazed and in  shock that  I  fe lt  my 
reactions were s l ightly  behind on the strike ,  or  maybe i t  was 
the sore head,  but  I  did make contact  with i t ,  and the f ish 
went  absolutely  mad,  taking l ine and running straight  into the 
snags .  I  kept  steady pressure on and managed to  keep the f ish 
moving,  which is  hal f  the secret . 
When it  came free ,  I  wasted no t ime going for  i t ,  which lucki ly 
ended up with a  net  ful l  of  an amazing old dark mirror.  I  just 
was total ly  amazed at  what  was lying in  the mesh,  a  type 
of  carp that  doesn’t  come around that  often.  With the park 
gett ing busy,  I  wasted no t ime gett ing the f ish weighed and 
photographed,  and to  my amazement ,  i t  went  over  the 30lb 
barrier.  What  a  f ish ,  and what  a  way to  catch i t !  I t  was the 
most  incredible  old ,  dark warrior  that  had been left  a lone for 
years  and years .
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A V A I L A B L E  N O W

Carp fishing has a very rich history. In the early days of it 
becoming popular, Kent and the Colne Valley were the hot beds 
of our fledgling pastime and of course there was the legendary 
Redmire Pool.  

Into the new Millennium and one area above all others 
exploded onto the scene, this was of course Oxfordshire. The 
quality of the stock of carp in this county was incredible but 
where did these beautiful scaly beasts come from? When did the 
Leney’s get stocked? What were the origins of the famous Linch 
Hill fish and what of the history of the now infamous Linear 
Fisheries? Over the course of the pages of this book all will be 
revealed as Paul and Geoff have put together the facts of how 
these lakes were stocked and also banded together many 
successful local anglers, some of which have never published any 
of their catches, who tell their fishing tales on these stunning 
lakes. 

With more than 300 pictures of some of this country’s finest 
ever carp and several full page maps, this huge volume tells the 
story of Oxfordshire’s carp fishing history whilst still leaving a 
little bit of mystery for your imagination! 

Included within the pages of this book is the foreword written 
by local legendary angler and former tackle dealer Joe Taylor. We 
have chapters from Paul Kitchin on the legendary Vauxhall Lake. 
David Brian Williams tells us the story of the lakes in the City of 
Oxford itself! Chris Robinson has written an incredible chapter 
on two of Dorchester’s lakes. Orchid and The Lagoon. The 
history told in Chris’ chapter on these lakes is just incredible and 
wait until you see the pictures! 

Next door to The Lagoon is Dorchester’s Alliance Club Lake 
and Joe Forrester tells his story of the incredible scaly carp that 
inhabited this lake and how he outwitted them. 

We have a real coup in the fact that brilliant all-round Oxford 
angler John Everard agreed to be interviewed and he has an 
incredible amount of historical information to share, as has Gerald 
Stratford who is also included in this informative chapter.  

No book about Oxfordshire’s carp fishing history would be 
complete without the story of Oxford’s first forty and what a 
story it is. Richard ‘Paddy’ Paradine has never written or 
published any of his catches before and we have his interview here 
for you of his historic catch which was kept under the radar for so 
long. 

Nick Stansfield is a brilliant young Oxford carper who doesn’t 
shout about his catches. We have two incredible chapters from 
him from two of the county’s most iconic lakes, The Leisure Park 
and The Big S! Josh Chatfield has written a fantastic chapter 
which really gives you an insight into how fishing on The Leisure 
Park was back in the day when the Leney’s were still about and 
culminates with his capture of The Big Leney at its biggest ever 
weight, the iconic ‘Paddy’s Fish’. 

We have brilliant chapters on Newlands from Ginger Robinson 
and Milton Pools from Stuart Rothwell. Danny Aplin has written 
about his time on Linch Hill which will just blow you away! His 
pictures alone are worth purchasing this book. 

Nick Franklin has written a lovely chapter on one of 
Oxfordshire’s little known lakes and his account really hits home 
that carp fishing isn’t always about the numbers game. Sometimes 
it’s just you fishing for the unknown! There are superb chapters 
on Manor Farm from Paul Hathaway and St Johns from Stewart 
Roper.  

If that wasn’t enough Paul and Geoff have wrote chapters 
themselves which cover the stocking history of lakes, how the 
gravel company ARC played such a big part in the early stockings 
of Oxford’s lakes, the early days of Linch Hill and Linear 
Fisheries and facts and stories regarding Oxford’s other lakes, 
some very off the radar! 

If you like your history, you like carp fishing and love stories 
of beautiful scaly carp, there is only one book to purchase this 
year. Here it is…
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In  the next  couple  of  days ,  I  received a  bit  of  information that 
was to  change my plan on this  lake for  good.  I t  was about  to 
open in  the next  month as  a  very small  syndicate ,  and I  knew 
my chances of  gett ing a  t icket  was extremely s l im.  Like I ’ve 
said before,  I  don’t  guest  lakes that  are being run as  f ished 
waters ,  so  I  was going to  make the last  tr ip  my last ,  as  I  didn’t 
want  to  be associated with poaching a  syndicate  and wanted 
to  give myself  plenty of  space by the t ime i t  opened. 
The day after  I  caught  the thirty,  I  was back at  i t .  I  wasn’t 
to  know this  last  session was going to  be so bri l l iant  and 
rewarding and be everything we carp anglers  dream of .  Again, 
I  turned up at  f irst  l ight ,  s l ipping in  quiet ly  to  the banker 
spot .  I  got  the mixers  going out  sharpish and they seemed to 
be quite  s low coming forward on that  morning.  When more 
f ish turned up in  the spot ,  things heated up,  and they started 
to  compete for  the food.  Watching patiently,  I  could see there 
wasn’t  anything massive in  the swim and wanted to  wait  i t  out 
for  something decent  to  turn up. 
About  an hour had passed feeding the swim when out  of  the 
blue,  a  f ish that  looked the s ize  of  a  whale  arrived in  the swim 
beneath my feet .  Again,  I  lowered a  s low sinking bit  of  bread 
onto i ts  nose,  and i t  wasted no t ime in  taking the bait .  When 
I  hooked i t ,  i t  went  l ike a  train heading down deep towards a 
sunken tree,  I  tr ied to  put  as  much pressure on as  possible  but 
the f ish was becoming unstoppable ,  and I  could feel  i t  gett ing 
further  and further around the tree .  I  just  hung on for  dear 
l i fe  and prayed the l ine wouldn’t  part  when suddenly the f ish 
came to a  halt .  I  reeled down as  fast  as  I  could,  pumping the 
rod hard,  and then I  managed to  get  the f ish moving.  I  real ly 
thought  there wasn’t  a  chance of  gett ing this  f ish out ,  but 
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miracles  can happen,  and when the mirror surfaced,  I  scooped 
i t  up in  the net  and let  out  a  massive s igh of  rel ief .  I t  looked as 
i f  I  just  bagged myself  a  second thirty  in  two days!  Happy was 
an understatement when the scales  confirmed it .  You real ly 
couldn’t  have written i t  that  two amazing mirrors  would turn 
up and al l  that  was needed was a  bit  of  bread,  but  this  st i l l 
wasn’t  the end to  this  unbel ievable  day. . . 
I  packed up the stalking gear and headed back to the van to get 
some lunch whilst  I  rested the swim. I  headed off  to another lake, 
which is  a secret for now, and found myself  catching another 
beautiful  f ish from this venue before trying my luck back at  the 
sand pit  for my very last  afternoon.  When I  arrived back at  the 
spot ,  it  was black with fish,  l ike nothing had gone on earlier 
that day.  It  was full  of  mid double commons,  but there was one 
very special  f ish I  had been watching for weeks that had evaded 
me – a big,  scaly mirror and probably the best looking fish I ’d 
seen cruising around.  It  was hanging around a bit  further out 
from the other f ish,  so I  managed to climb along a tree that had 
fallen over into the lake,  which was sti l l  al ive,  but this gave me 
the extra reach I  needed to get a bait  to it . 
There was something about this sinking bread that they couldn’t 
resist… First cast ,  and I was attached to this crazy character 
doing the same as all  of the others and giving me a savage run 
around. Only this time in mid-fight ,  a boat decided it was cruising 
by, so I had to keep the rod submerged and pray the fish wasn’t 
going to find safety, or worse, I ’d get caught attached to one of 
the residents. I ’m not even sure what I would do in that situation 
– probably still  get the photograph I desire. When it eventually 
passed, I  was lucky enough it didn’t find any snags and managed 
to get the prize in my net .  The amazing mirror bounced the scales 
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around to 26lb! I  really couldn’t believe I had managed a brace 
of thirties and a mid-twenty in two short days. What a perfect 
way to end my time at this magical place and walk away with a 
big grin on my face and my head held high. 
I  had pretty  much f inished edit ing my video of  Forbidden 
Routes  2  when one hot  evening after  work,  I  thought  I  would 
pul l  into the golf  course lake for  a  look.  Over the years  I  think 
I  have caught  pretty  much everything that  swims in  the very 
low stock lake,  a l l  except  a  20lb ful ly  scaled mirror  that  I ’ve 
seen countless  t imes.  That  look turned out  to  be one of  those 
hours that  couldn’t  have gone any better.  After  spott ing the 
f ish ,  I  ran back to  the van to  grab the kit .  There is  one rule  I 
set  myself  when f ishing this  lake,  and that  is  to  keep to  one 
side,  which is  covered by woods.  The other s ide is  l i teral ly 
on the green of  a  golf  course,  but  seeing the f ish on that  s ide 
was more than enough encouragement I  needed to  break my 
own rule .  This  f ish was rather wise and took a  lot  longer than 
expected to  entice  with the bread,  but  eventual ly  I  managed 
to  get  him to take i t .  I ’m not  sure why,  but  when people  are 
gett ing c lose and t ime is  of  the essence,  everything seems to 
go wrong with the f ight .  This  f ish managed to  weed me up 
for  around f ive minutes ,  and I  could hear  the golfers  gett ing 
c loser  and closer.  With very l i t t le  t ime to  spare,  i t  came out , 
and I  managed to  get  the f ish netted and disappeared into the 
woods with my prize for  the shot .  As  the lake continues into 
this  area,  I  could release her  safely  without  being caught .  This 
f ish was just  as  incredible  as  I  bel ieved i t  would be and surely 
was the perfect  end to  this  instalment . 
I  real ly  don’t  know how I  am going to  top this  amazing spring, 
but  I  am certainly  going to  try!  Bring on Forbidden Routes  3! 
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