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Temperatures have stayed pretty high 

through October. Only in the last day or 2 

has it starting dipping below 10 degrees. 

There’s been a raft of big fish coming out 

as they feed up ready for winter. Check 

out some of the best advice around in this 

months issue to maximise your chances 

as the water cools. 

Have to say a big well done to our 

designer, James. He finally banked his 

first UK 40 and it was the first 40 from his 

syndicate, Carptonik in Newbury. James 

only fishes overnighters and has had a 

tremendous season. He’ll  be giving you 

the full story in the January issue. It goes 

to show you can stil l  be consistent with 

limited time. 

So, just time to wish you all tight lines 

for November. Keep warm and dry and 

most of all  do it safely.
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I  was sad to hear  today of  the passing 

of  one of  carp f ishing’s e lder  statesmen, 

J im Gibbinson.

In late 1967, I  became a member of  The 

South East  Essex Specimen Group and 

Jim was their  chairman.  I  got  to know 

him a l i t t le  and shared his  company at 

his  home near  Rochford and on a lake at 

Boreham, Essex. 

I  had always enjoyed his  writ ings, 
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RIP JIM
GIBBINSON

SHOCKLEADER

part icular ly  these art ic les 

he did for  the now defunct 

monthly angl ing magazine, 

‘Angler’s  World’ .

Have a read, they should 

make you smile, a l though they 

are very much of  their  t ime. 

He was a very good writer 

and conf ident communicator ; 

he wi l l  be sadly missed.  My 

condolences to his  family and 

f r iends.

Dave Woods
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After  17+ years of  owning 

and running the shop, I ’ve 

decided i t ’s  t ime to pass i t 

on.  This  is  a  wel l-establ ished 

and prof i table business with 

a loyal  customer base and a 

strong local  reputat ion.

I ’ve s imply lost  the passion 

for  the retai l  s ide as my 

focus has shi f ted to my other 

businesses — but this  is  a 

fantast ic  opportunity for  the 

r ight  person.  The new owner 

can continue running the 

shop as i t  is  and st i l l  enjoy 

a healthy prof i t , or  take i t  to 

the next  level  with f resh ideas 

and energy.

There’s  huge potentia l 

for  growth, especial ly  for 

KENT TACKLE 
UP FOR SALE
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and energy.
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KENT TACKLE 
UP FOR SALE

someone looking to expand the 

e-commerce side, which has 

only ever  been l ight ly  focused 

on.  With a sol id foundation, 

recognised brand, and loyal 

fo l lowing, i t ’s  ready for 

someone to push the business 

even further.

Ideal ly, the buyer wi l l  be a 

keen angler  who understands 

the trade and wants to bui ld 

on what’s  a l ready working 

wel l .

I f  the business doesn’t  sel l , 

I ’ l l  be appoint ing a ful l -

t ime manager next  year  and 

continuing to run i t  as normal 

— so there’s  no rush, but  I ’d 

love to see i t  go to someone 

who can give i t  the attention 

i t  deserves.

Leasehold business – £270,000 

( includes al l  stock, f ixtures & 

f i t t ings)

For  more information or 

ser ious enquir ies, p lease 

message the page or  emai l : 

info@kenttackle.com

SHOCKLEADER
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TEAM MEMBERS 
FOR SNAG 
TACKLE 
REQUIRED
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FISHABIL 
CHALLENGE 2025

We’re on the look out  for  a 

ta lented angler  and media 

creator  to jo in the Rig Locker 

team in 2026 to promote Katran 

products.

The posit ion wi l l  be ful ly 

funded by me personal ly, so 

no discounts but you wi l l 

receive an annual  a l lowance. 

On top of  your a l lowance, you 

wi l l  be given al l  new and test 

products for  f ree.

You’ l l  need to be good at  what 

you do, so high-qual i ty  media, 

both st i l ls  and video and be 

act ive on the bank for  no less 

than 10 months a year.

I ’ l l  be personal ly  looking after 

you in the main part  but  you 

wi l l  be very much part  of  an 

excel lent  team.I f  you are 

interested then please emai l

ther iglocker@gmail .com

Subject  -  Media team member 

appl icat ion.

Some demonstrat ions of  your 

camera ski l ls  and angl ing 

ski l ls  are essentia l  in  the 

appl icat ion.

Worth noting is , you’ l l  need 

to f i t  as a person as wel l  as a 

media creator  and angler.  The 

team is  a  very t ight  one and 

we won’t  r isk upsett ing that .

SHOCKLEADER

KATRAN SEEKS
CONTENT CREATOR
TO JOIN ITS TEAM

Big Carp 15
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MORTIMER AND 
WHITEHOUSE TAKE 
ON THE EBRO CARP

Don’t  miss Mort imer & 

Whitehouse: Gone Christmas 

Fishing this  Christmas Eve on 

the BBC. Bob and Paul  head 

to sunny Cahors in France, 

f ishing for  Mediterranean bass 

and huge carp whi le  ref lect ing 

on the past  year  and what’s 

ahead.  With an old chateau, 

a  vineyard, and a surpr ise-

f i l led awards ceremony, i t ’s  a 

perfect  way to end the day.

Big Carp 16
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Angling trust  Voluntary 

Bai l i f fs  give up their  f ree 

t ime to help the work of 

our  Fisheries Enforcement 

Support  Service, support ing 

the Environment Agency’s 

Fisheries Enforcement Off icers 

and rural  pol ice teams in their 

duties.

Patrols  across Cheshire have 

been taking place covering the 

r iver  Weaver and Trent, a long 

with the Mersey canal  and a 

number of  angl ing club st i l l 

waters.  Clubs and f isher ies 

love knowing their  waters are 

being looked after, and many 

anglers  are both surpr ised 

and pleased to see our  teams 

walking the banks to prevent 

issues that  af fect  c lubs and 

anglers .

You can always help out  by 

report ing anything suspicious 

to the EA 24-hour hot l ine on 

0800 80 70 60.

Our enforcement work is funded 

by f ishing l icence income and 

del ivered in partnership with 

the Environment Agency.

SHOCKLEADER

EA AND AT BAILIFFS 
ON PATROL

Big Carp 17



SHOCKLEADER

Big Carp 18

CELEBRATING 40 
YEARS OF ANGLERS 
PARADISE

What a great  weekend i t  was. . .

l i teral ly  Fun. . .Fishing and 

Fr iends!  The party went down 

a storm, our  Chef  Paul  Casey 

did a great  job with the food, 

Emma Knight did us proud 

with her  l ive performance of 

beauti ful  acoust ic  music 🎶🎶🎶

to start  the night, great  l ive 

music in the bar  and then one 

hel l  of  a  disco!!

People danced, got  merry and 

most important ly  enjoyed 

celebrat ing 40 years of  Anglers 

Paradise!

It  was lovely to have special 

f r iends attend in the l ikes of 

Mark and Judith Pitchers, 

Dean Macey, Daryl  Hodges and 

Ian Jones f rom Dynamite, the 

GoCatch Team, Bob Roberts  & 

Sue, Bi l l  and Virginia Rushmer 

and of  course al l  our  amazing 

guests that  jo ined us for  the 

party of  the year!!

Thank you to a l l  that  jo ined 

us in making i t  a  weekend to 

remember. .
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RESULTS OF THE 
25th WORLD 
CARP ANGLING 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 
2025 CROATIA

K E V  H e w i t t  r e p o r t e d  i n 

s a y i n g,  “ I t  w a s  n e v e r  g o i n g 

t o  b e  e a s y.  We  s a w  t h e  l a k e 

f o r  t h e  v e r y  f i r s t  t i m e  4  h o u r s 

b e f o r e  t h e  m a t c h  s t a r t e d .

We  e n t e r e d  o u r  p e g s  w i t h 

a  p l a n ,  i t  e v o l v e d .  A l l  t h r e e 

s w i m s  w e r e  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t 

a n d  r e q u i r e d  a  t o t a l l y 

d i f f e r e n t  t a c t i c  a n d  s k i l l  s e t . 

S o m e  t h i n g s  w o r k e d,  s o m e 

d i d n ’ t ,  w e  f i g u r e d  i t  o u t  a s 

w e  w e n t  a l o n g,  w e  r e a d  t h e 

s i t u a t i o n  i n  e v e r y  p e g,  w e 

a d a p t e d,  t h a t ’s  w h a t  w e  d o , 

t h a t  i s  o u r  s t r e n g t h .

We  w o u l d  l i k e  t h e  t h a n k 

e v e r y o n e  f o r  t h e i r  s u p p o r t 

a n d  f o l l o w i n g.  We  h o p e  w e 

d o n e  o u r  n a t i o n  p r o u d .

We  d i d n ’ t  w i n ,  w e l l  d o n e 

M o l d o v a .

2 n d  p l a c e  i s  n o t  w i n n i n g 

b u t  i t  i s  p r o g r e s s i o n .

We  w i l l  f i g h t  a g a i n  n e x t 

y e a r  i n  M a c e d o n i a  w h e r e 

w e  w i l l  g i v e  e v e r y t h i n g  t o 

d e l i v e r  G o l d  f o r  o u r  c o u n t r y

We  r i s e  a s  o n e,  w e  f a l l  a s 

o n e.

We  a r e  C A R P  Te a m  E n g l a n d ”
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SHOCKLEADER

We ’r e  H i r i n g  –  Vi d e o g r a p h e r 

&  Video  Ed i to r.  We  a re  l ook ing 

f o r  a  c r e a t i v e  f i l m m a k e r 

w i t h  a n  e y e  f o r  d e t a i l  a n d 

a  p a s s i o n  f o r  s t o r y t e l l i n g. 

F r o m  t h e  b a n k s i d e  t o  t h e 

e d i t  s u i t e, y o u ’ l l  c a p t u r e  t h e 

a c t i o n , t e l l  o u r  s t o r y, a n d 

b r i n g  o u r  b r a n d  t o  l i f e  a c r o s s 

s o c i a l  m e d i a , Yo u Tu b e, a n d 

b e y o n d .  T h i n k  y o u ’ v e  g o t 

w h a t  i t  t a k e s ?  H i t  t h e  l i n k 

b e l o w  f o r  m o r e  i n f o  a n d  h o w 

t o  a p p l y   h t t p s : / / u k . i n d e e d .

c o m / . . . / v i d e o g r a p h e r- v i d e o -

e d i t o r. . .

FANCY BEING 
STICKY BAITS 
VIDEOGRAPHER?

Big Carp 23
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Here at Orbit Baits, we’re 

constantly being contacted by 

passionate anglers looking to 

join our growing team of f ield 

testers.

As a small , innovative bait 

company that prides itself 

on crafting premium, high-

performance products, we don’t 

have the massive marketing 

budgets of the big names — 

instead, we rely on real anglers 

who l ive and breathe carp 

f ishing to help us spread the 

word and represent Orbit Baits 

to the highest standard.

We’re now on the lookout for 

fresh talent — anglers who 

share our passion, dedication, 

and drive to keep pushing 

boundaries.

Here’s what we’re looking for:

Strong experience in the UK 

carp scene.

• Actively f ishing and 

producing consistent 

results.

• Able to capture high-quality 

images of catches and 

products.

• Confident and active on 

social  media,

• Professional, respectful , and 

passionate about promoting 

quality bait .

I f  that sounds l ike you and 

you’d l ike to join the Orbit baits 

team then drop us a message 

on face book with:

• A bit  about yourself  and your 

f ishing background.

• The waters you f ish and how 

often you’re out.

• A few recent catch shots.

• We’l l  review every message 

careful ly and get back to 

those who stand out.

Explore our ful l  range of baits 

here:

www.orbitbaits.co.uk

We don’t just rol l  bait  — we 

engineer it .

ORBIT BAITS TEAM
MEMBERS REQUIRED
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Attent ion -  parents  o f  SEN 

teenagers .  Underdog Crew, 

has  just  been honoured with 

the  ‘BBC Make A Di f ference 

Awards’  in  the  Community 

Champion category.

FROM NEXT SPRING, se lected 

groups o f  s ixteen SEN 

(Specia l  Educat ional  Needs) 

teenagers  wi l l  be  g iven the 

chance to  reset , reconnect 

and rebui ld  conf idence dur ing 

the  #ucscarpcamp -  a  fu l ly-

catered, two-night  res ident ia l 

escape at  a  s tunning Essex 
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Empowerment  workshops
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For  more  in format ion 

p lease  v is i t : ht tps : / /www.

u n d e r d o g c r e w . o r g / c a r p -

camp-ret reat



SHOCKLEADER

Big Carp 26

Attent ion -  parents  o f  SEN 

teenagers .  Underdog Crew, 

has  just  been honoured with 

the  ‘BBC Make A Di f ference 

Awards’  in  the  Community 

Champion category.

FROM NEXT SPRING, se lected 

groups o f  s ixteen SEN 

(Specia l  Educat ional  Needs) 

teenagers  wi l l  be  g iven the 

chance to  reset , reconnect 

and rebui ld  conf idence dur ing 

the  #ucscarpcamp -  a  fu l ly-

catered, two-night  res ident ia l 

escape at  a  s tunning Essex 

VENUE TBC with  log  cabin 

accommodat ion, ser ious  cool 

factor  and the  chance to  catch 

HUGE 30 lb+ carp!

Nature  immers ion 

Digi ta l  detox

Empowerment  workshops

Cert i f ied  angl ing tutors    

Specia l  guests

Team-bui ld ing & creat iv i ty

Fishing compet i t ion  –  the 

b iggest  carp  wins  the  t i t le

Weekend camps cost  £150 per 

chi ld  (14+) .

**  Fami l ies  who cannot  a f ford 

these  breaks  can apply  for 

sponsored bursar ies!

For  more  in format ion 

p lease  v is i t : ht tps : / /www.

u n d e r d o g c r e w . o r g / c a r p -

camp-ret reat

SHOCKLEADER

Big Carp 27

GRAB YOUR 
TICKETS NOW!

INDUSTRY 
GIANTS: 

MASSIVE LINE-UP
OF EXHIBITORS

EXPERT TALKS 
& SHOWS:

Rub shoulders with the legends of the fishing world, as they 
share their wisdom, stories and secret techniques for reeling in
the big ones. 

Black Friday deals: Explore an extensive array of fishing gear, 
equipment and accessories from top-notch brands. 

Dive deep into the world of fishing with expert talks and 
captivating shows from the best carp anglers in the business.

Get your tickets NOW and take advantage of our LIMITED VIP tickets ....

WHAT CAN YOU EXPECT AT THE WINTER CARP SHOW 2025?

HURRY AND VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO GRAB YOUR TICKETS NOW:
WWW.THEWINTERCARPSHOW.CO.UK/BUY-TICKETS

For general enquires 07793 404006 
This show is an experience you won’t want to miss, so spread the word, tell your fishing 

buddies, and let’s make The Winter Carp Show 2025 an unforgettable angling adventure!

NOVEMBER 29th & 30th, 2025, AT SANDOWN PARK, ESHER. 

BIG NEWS FOR ALLBIG NEWS FOR ALL
CARP ANGLERS!CARP ANGLERS!
THE MOMENT YOU’VE BEEN WAITING FOR IS FINALLY HERE!

WE ARE THRILLED TO ANNOUNCE THAT THE WINTER CARP

SHOW 2025 WEBSITE AND TICKET SALES ARE NOW LIVE!
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TA
C-

TE
C ESP TRIG

HAMMER
XT HOOKS
Le v e l  U p  Yo u r  H o o k  G a m e  w i t h  t h e 

E S P  Tr i g  H a m m e r  X T !  B u i l t  f o r  a n g l e r s 

w h o  d o n ’ t  c o m p r o m i s e,  t h e  Tr i g 

H a m m e r  X T  h o o k s  d e l i v e r  n e x t - l e v e l 

s t r e n g t h ,  r e t a i n i n g  t h e  s h a r p n e s s 

o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l ,  g i v i n g  r e l i a b i l i t y  o n 

e v e r y  t a k e.

•  E x t r a - t o u g h  l o n g  s h a n k  d e s i g n

•  U l t r a - s h a r p  n e e d l e  p o i n t s  f o r  s o l i d 

h o o k  h o l d s

•  H e a v y - g a u g e  w i r e  w i t h  t w i n -

t e m p e r e d  f o r g i n g  f o r  m a x  s t r e n g t h

•  A g g r e s s i v e  s h a p e  a n d  i n - t u r n e d 

e y e  f o r  p e r f e c t  a l i g n m e n t

P e r f e c t  f o r  R o n n i e  r i g s ,  s p i n n e r  r i g s , 

a n d  b o t t o m  b a i t  s e t u p s — e s p e c i a l l y 

w h e n  y o u ’ r e  t a r g e t i n g  b i g  c a r p  o r 

f i s h i n g  d e m a n d i n g  c o n d i t i o n s .

•  w w w. e s p - c a r p g e a r. c o m

•  R R P :  £ 4 . 9 5
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EVOLVE TACKLE
HELI-BEAD
SYSTEM

The Evolve Leader Heli Bead 

System is for use with helicopter 

and chod rigs on leaders. For 

use with leadcore and similar 

diameter leaders

Three bead release fittings, so 

bead release can be tuned to 

the size of weight being used 

and angling situation

Long tapered base for smooth 

flow of the swivel over the 

sleeve

Tapered top to encourage the 

swivel pass back over the sleeve

Sleeves moulded in the Evolve 

translucent ‘dark camo’ colour 

for enhanced rig concealment

Beads moulded in tungsten 

rubber

RRP: £4.99
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When temperatures start to 

drop, the Nutty Bait comes into 

its own! The Nutty Bait range 

has been a firm favourite for the 

past couple of years since its 

release accounting for numerous 

big hits and special captures at 

both home and abroad.

Suitable all year round but 

especially good in colder 

waters. A very digestible food 

source. Bird seed based boilie 

with a blend of three real 

nut ingredients and feeding 

stimulants.

• 12mm, 15mm and 18mm shelf 

and freezer available.

• Flouro Yellow and Pink Pop 

Ups in 12mm and 15mm 

available.

• Matching Food Bait 15mm 

Wafters available.

TAC-TEC

BigCarp 32

ROD 
HUTCHINSON
NUTTY BAIT

• Matching Food Bait Pop Ups 

in 15mm available.

• Matching Liquid Food 

available.

• RRP from £10.99 / kg

• www.rodhutchinson.co.uk
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NITEWATCHES.COM

TRITIUM
ILLUMINATION

SAPPHIRE
CRYSTAL

5 YEAR
WARRANTY

SWISS-MADE
MOVEMENT

Tried, tested and guaranteed, NITE Watches are made with quality Swiss-made components,
super bright triti um illuminati on and most importantly are designed to be worn doing what you love.  

Tight Lines !

WIN
A HAWK NIGHTFALL

TRITIUM WATCH

To enter answer this questi on. What illuminati on is used in NITE Watches?
a.Luminova    b.Chromalight    c.Triti um

RRP £425

BRIGHTEST T100TRITIUM ILLUMINATION

TOUGH
& LIGHT

COMPOSITE
CARBON 

CASE

Email your answer to info@bigcarpmagazine.co.uk or Text to 07768 731425 or Social Media - Answer in comments.
One lucky winner will be selected at random. Competi ti on closes Dec 1st ‘25 & winner will receive watch before Christmas.
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HOW TO CHOOSE YOUR 
MILITARY OR ADVENTURE 
WATCH: 4-STEP SELECTION 
FRAMEWORK

Choosing the right military or adventure 
watch depends on four critical factors: your 
operational environment, required durability 
level, power preferences, and budget 
range. Whether you’re military personnel, 
emergency services, or serious outdoor 
enthusiasts, this framework ensures you 
select a timepiece that won’t fail when it 
matters most.

Step 1: Define Your Environment - Arctic, 
desert, maritime, or jungle conditions each 
demand different specifications. Water 
resistance needs range from 100m (general 
use) to 300m (professional diving).

Step 2: Assess Durability Requirements - 
Combat operations need maximum shock 
resistance, whilst adventure activities may 
prioritise weight savings with advanced 
materials like reinforced polycarbonate.

Step 3: Choose Your Power Source - Swiss 
quartz offers extreme accuracy with long 
battery life, whilst automatic movements 
eliminate battery dependency for extended 
deployments.

Step 4: Match Features to Mission - Covert 
operations benefit from subtle illumination, 
emergency response requires maximum 
visibility, and professional diving demands 
ceramic bezels and 300m+ ratings, 
genuine military specification watches with 
advanced tritium technology at fair pricing.

WHAT SEPARATES REAL 
MILITARY WATCHES FROM 
FASHION COPIES

A genuine military or adventure watch isn’t 
about camouflage patterns or aggressive 
styling. It’s about engineering that functions 
when everything else fails. Since 2003, Nite 
Watches has built timepieces meeting the 
standards required by professionals who 
can’t afford equipment failure.

The MX10 field watch demonstrates 
authentic military credentials. This watch 
was supplied to UK Special Forces, including 
the SAS. Not for marketing purposes, but 
because it performed when other equipment 
didn’t. That’s the fundamental difference 
between watches with military styling and 
those actually built for operational use.

Real military and adventure watches must 
demonstrate specific capabilities: shock 
resistance surviving weapons discharge, 
magnetic field immunity near electronic 
equipment, temperature tolerance from 
Arctic to desert extremes, and accuracy 
under conditions that would stop civilian 
timepieces. NITE Watches recognised 
early that consistent visibility in low-light 
conditions could determine mission success 
or failure.

When equipment failure means operational 
compromise or personal danger, 
specifications become requirements rather 
than features. Testing protocols ensure 
reliable function throughout service life 
without letting users down when timing 
matters most.

ADVANCED ILLUMINATION: 
BEYOND STANDARD GLOW 
PAINT

Professional illumination represents 
fundamental understanding of military 
operational requirements. NITE’s tritium 
illumination technology provides constant 

visibility exceeding 20 years without 
depending on external light sources. 
Essential for extended underground 
operations, maritime missions, or Arctic 
conditions where conventional systems fail 
completely.

Safety standards meet stringent military 
requirements, with systems contained 
within hermetically sealed tubes presenting 
no health risks during extended wear. 
Military equipment follows strict regulations 
ensuring personnel safety whilst maximising 
operational effectiveness.

NITE offers different illumination intensities 
providing tactical flexibility based on 
actual operational requirements. Subtle 
illumination works for covert operations 
where bright visibility might compromise 
position security. Maximum brightness suits 
emergency response or situations requiring 
instant time reading in complete darkness.

Colour options serve functional rather than 
aesthetic purposes. Green provides 100% 
brightness to human perception, orange 
delivers 50% brightness, and blue variants 
serve specific applications. Orange markers 
often identify 12 o’clock positions for rapid 
orientation. This colour-coding assists 
military personnel with quick time reading 
under stress conditions.

Unlike battery-powered systems degrading 
in cold conditions, tritium illumination 
maintains constant function regardless 
of temperature extremes encountered in 
operational environments.

MILITARY AND ADVENTURE 
WATCH BUYING GUIDE: 
HOW TO CHOOSE YOUR 
PERFECT TIMEPIECE

NITEWATCHES.COM
READ THE FULL ARTICLE >

MX10 GREEN/ORANGE TRITIUM ILLUMINATION VIALS

HAWK CANYON ON WEBBING STRAP
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From day one, the built-in glove, 

waterproof pockets, back pocket 

and remarkable durability 

became hallmarks of the design.

Season after season, these 

features have stood the test of 

time.

Today, the model remains true 

GEOFF 
ANDERSON
DOZER 7 JACKET

to its origins – a rare classic 

that proves some things are 

perfected the first time. From 

flawless foundation to future-

ready. Waterproof, breathable 

excellence – now more advanced 

than ever”.

• RRP:499.95 EUR
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Razor Sharp. Every. Single. 

Time. The Kamakura sharpening 

process takes hook precision 

to another level -  producing 

a point every bit  as deadly as 

a hand-sharpened hook, but 

without the hours of careful 

f i l ing and checking. Each one 

comes ready to f ish straight 

from the packet, with perfect 

KORDA 
KAMAKURA 
HOOKS

sharpness and consistency 

you can trust -  no guesswork, 

no weak spots, just pure 

confidence when it  matters 

most.

Kamakura hooks give any 

angler that vital  edge - pin-

sharp hook points that are 

devastatingly effective!

• RRP: £7.59
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CATCH REPORTS

Kayla Viviana with one of  London’s 
best  carp at  49lb, what a carp. 

CAPITALCAPITAL
CARPCARP

BigCarp 40

SEND YOUR CATCH 
REPORTS IN TO
bigcarpmagazine@hotmail.com
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HAULINGHAULING

CATCH REPORTS

BigCarp 41

 L iam Morgan had a crazy tr ip.  Had 17 bites landing 
16 with a chunky 44lb mirror, the Snake at  42lb and 
5 30s with Paw Print  at  34.4 lb!



CATCH REPORTS

WELLY WELLY 
HAULHAUL
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CATCH REPORTS

Jason Massay has been on FIRE this  month!   here’s  just  a 
FEW highl ights f rom his  latest  sessions: The Big Common at 
51lb… TWICE! The Pretty Mirror  at  53lb The Pretty Sutton 
at  49lb Loads of  “Back Up” 30s & 40s 
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CATCH REPORTS

LIKE LIKE 
BUSSESBUSSES

Session of  a  l i fet ime, 
2  50lb Commons in 2 
1/2hrs for  Nei l  L loyd
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James Geary was 
over  the moon 
with his  25th UK 
40 at  42lb 4oz. 

TOPTOP
GEARGEAR

CATCH REPORTS

COKINGCOKING
CRACKERCRACKER

 Paul  Moss banked 
the Asylum Mirror 
at  49lb + 
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LIVINGSTONE ILIVINGSTONE I
PRESUMEPRESUME

Craig Livingstone with 
a stunning 45.8
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FOR LIFEFOR LIFE

Mark Kerr idge 
wi th  Hor ton 
Churches ’  Scar 
a t  49 .08  and  a 
new PB.

Nick  Maher  wi th  a  c rack ing  47 .12  lbs 

YOU’RE YOU’RE 
NICKEDNICKED
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Mark  Bagshaw, 
a  recapture  but 
s t i l l  mega  a t  46 .4 , 
The  Grand .

Ca lum Pawsey  wi th  a  se r ious ly  coo l  o ld  40 lber !  B ig 
s lop ing  head, chestnut  f l anks , gnar ly  and  scar red . 

MARK BAGSMARK BAGS
A GRANDA GRAND

SLIPPERYSLIPPERY
SLOPESLOPE
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James  Har r i son  banked  Carpton ik ’s  f i r s t  40 lb  ca rp .  The 
B ig  S immo weighed  in  a t  40 lb  10oz , a f te r  tak ing  a  l i k ing 
to  James ’  doub le  DNA SLK hook  ba i t 

‘TONIK’S FIRST‘TONIK’S FIRST
FORTYFORTY
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WELSH RECORD WELSH RECORD 
CARP BOYOCARP BOYO

Peter  Rees caught the Welsh record carp f rom Llyn Cae 
Tŷ  Nant Fishery, a  stunning mirror  carp named Col ls  at  a 
whopping 49lb 15oz.
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The Box Common 
from Christchurch 
Final ly  s l ipped up to 
Jay Fleetwood at  46+

MISSING MISSING 
LINCHLINCH

Season maker for  Mart in Lawrence in the shape of  this 
mega 40-8 St  Ives Meadow/Fjords mirror  known as Vader!

VADERVADER
CAPTUREDCAPTURED



CATCH REPORTS

SOUTHERNSOUTHERN
SUCCESSSUCCESS

Andy South with  
PAM at  52.2 and a 
new pb 

Alex Bransby said “Over 
45lbs, ornamental  appearance, 
there was no second guessing 
to which f ish i t  was!”

SPOOKYSPOOKY
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SPOOKYSPOOKY

LINEARLINEAR
LUMPLUMP

Adam Grant 
banked this 
chunky mirror 
at  over  40lbs 
recent ly  f rom 
Linear  Fisheries 
Off ic ia l

WET DAYWET DAY
WET NETWET NET

Rob Marsh said 
“Crazy day today 
very wet but loved 
every minute of 
i t !  This  one went 
40lb 8oz” 
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FULL MOONFULL MOON
MONSTERMONSTER

Bel ieve the theory or  not , i t  certainly paid of f  for  Bob Milne 
with one of  Yorkshire’s  f inest .  This  being one that  Bob has 
been chasing for  over  3  years.  Al l  54lb 02oz of  i t ! 
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FULL MOONFULL MOON
MONSTERMONSTER

Bel ieve the theory or  not , i t  certainly paid of f  for  Bob Milne 
with one of  Yorkshire’s  f inest .  This  being one that  Bob has 
been chasing for  over  3  years.  Al l  54lb 02oz of  i t ! 



CATCH REPORTS

SANDYSANDY
BRACEBRACE

How about this  for  a  morning brace!  Steve Bathers has recent ly 
experienced a ‘ red letter ’  session on Sandhurst  with this  awesome 
40.10lb mirror, backed up with a stunning 32.7lb. 
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LEE’SLEE’S
LUNKERLUNKER

Lee Randal l , 51lb 10oz BUZZING!!

SEND YOUR CATCH 
REPORTS IN TO
bigcarpmagazine@hotmail.com
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BYRNE’S BYRNE’S 
NIGHT SUCCESSNIGHT SUCCESS

Wil l  Byrne with Lucy’  at  a  record weight of  45lb 14oz, 
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Kev Hewitt  said “Raking a spot  at  c lose quarters  certainly 
paid , result ing in the lakes biggest  common at  46lbs+”. 

RAKINGRAKING
IT INIT IN

. . .After  banking the big common, my open 
water  rod r ipped of f, result ing in this  magnif icent 
creature apt ly  named ‘The Carving’  at  48lbs+ 
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LODGELODGE
LUMPLUMP

S c o t t  C o w l i n g 
w i t h  a  4 2 l b  M i r r o r 
f r o m  L o d g e  L a k e s

COMPLEXCOMPLEX
RECORDRECORD

I a n  C r a i g i e  r e c e n t l y  f i s h e d  a t  h i s  s y n d i c a t e  l a k e, b a n k i n g  a  
n e w  P B  a n d  c o m p l e x  r e c o r d  c o m m o n  a t  4 8 l b  1 2 o z ! 
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THIS ONE’S THIS ONE’S 
FOR YOUFOR YOU

JONJON
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After  a  pret ty  shocking 

season something had to 

change for  the  better !

Weeks  and  weeks  o f  head 

sc ra tch ing  a l l  came to  a  ha l t 

a  few weeks  ago  a f te r  I ’d 

made  a  few smal l  tac t ica l 

changes , which  has  some 

how now comple te ly  tu rned 

my season  a round!

 Af te r  l as t  weeks  repeat  o f  a 

46 .11  mi r ro r  and  a  34 lber  the 

week  be fo re  I  was  abso lu te ly 

i tch ing  to  get  back  in  the 
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zone, a  l i t t le  disappointed 

with i t  being a repeat  but  I 

knew the spot  was rocking 

and I  had nothing else on my 

mind other  than gett ing back!

A week o f  n ight  sh i f t  work 

meant  I  wasn’t  looking to 

get  to  the  lake  uni l  wel l  into 

the  ear ly  hours  o f  Saturday 

mornng which just  wasn’t 

going to  cut  i t ! !  So  a  few 

st r ings  were  pul led  and 

I  managed to  get  Danie l 

Purewal  to  cover  my Fr iday 

n ight  sh i f t , get t ing down the 

lake  at  03 :35  Fr iday morning 

instead I  managed to  get  the 

p lot  and thankfu l ly  I  d id!

Saturday evening/  n ight 

was spent  chewing the  fat 

and ce lebrat ing the  l i fe  o f 

our  mate  Jonny Mac, many 

dr inks  were  consumed and 

numerous  story ’s  shared.

The next  morning was very 

quiet  across  the  whole  lake 

not  much act iv i ty  anywhere 

which is  o f ten the  case  on 

white, a  b ig  ra in  s torm was 

due to  h i t  a t  13 :00  so  I  to ld 

mysel f  I  best  be  packed up 

and outa  here  by  12 :50  sharp!

Pret ty  down in  the  dumps 

and fee l ing sor ry  for  mysel f  I 

looked up at  the  sky  and sa id 

out  loud “come on Jon p lease 

my o le  mate  g ive  us  a  whacker 

wi l l  ya  boi i”

No  more  than  15  mins  l a te r 

a t  12 :30  the  le f t  hand  rod 

burs t  in to  what  can  on ly 

be  descr ibed  as  the  most 

V IOLENT AND SAVAGE take 

I  th ink  iv  ever  endured!  I 

l i f ted  the  rod  and  the  f i sh  jus t 

d idn ’t  s top!  R ipp ing  bra id 

f rom the  c lu tch  a t  a  pace  I 

can ’t  even  descr ibe  my  f i r s t 

thought  was  th is  must  be  fowl 

hooked  in  the  ta i l , l i t t l e  d id  I 

know a  bat t le  was  about  to 

commence  that  I  sha l l  never 

fo rget !  The  power  o f  th i s 

f i sh  was  honest ly  someth ing 

e l se, but  eventua l ly  a f te r 

what  seemed l i ke  an  e te rn i ty 

I  l anded  her.  The  Sandfo rd 

common a t  47 lb  14oz!

Making i t  a  new UK PB 

common and a  new overa l l  U K 
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P B.  i t ’s  a l s o  a  f i s h  I  l o s t  m y 

f i r s t  y e a r  a t  t h e  n e t !  S o  t o  g e t 

m y  r e v e n g e  7  y e a r s  d o w n  t h e 

l i n e  m a d e  i t  e v e n  s w e e t e r. 

I ’ m  d e d i c a t i n g  t h i s  c a p t u r e 

t o  m y  m a t e  J o n n y  M a c.  I  k n o w 

y o u  w e r e  l o o k i n g  d o w n  o n 

m e  t h a t  m o r n i n g  b r o t h e r  a n d 

I  t h a n k  y o u  d e a r l y  m y  m a n , 

I  a l s o  w a n t  t o  t h a n k  a l l  t h e 

l a d s  f o r  t h e  h e l p  a n d  s n a p s 

y o u  k n o w  w h o  y o u  a r e.

A b s o l u t e l y  d e v a s t a t e d  t o 

f ind  out  the  news th is  morn ing 

m e  o l e  m u k k a  J o n  h a s  s a d l y 

p a s s e d  o n , w e  s h a r e d  s o m e 

e p i c  t i m e s  t o g e t h e r  b r o t h e r 

a n d  i v  m e m o r y ’s  i t c h e d  i n t o 

m y  b r a i n  f o r e v e r,  g o i n g  t o 

m i s s  y o u r  J a f f a  m o t i v a t i o n 

k e e p i n g  m e  s a n e  a n d  s t r o n g, 

t h a t  i n f e c t i o u s  l a u g h  t h a t 

w o u l d  a l w a y s  b r i g h t e n  u p 

a n y  m o o d   g o n a  m i s s  y o u 

b r o , m a k e  s u r e  y a  s a v e  u s  a 

p e g  u p  t h e r e  i n  t h e  s k y  B i g 

M a c, u n t i l  w e  m e e t  a g a i n 

d u d e.
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WIND OFWIND OF
CHANGECHANGE
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Back at  the  beginning o f 

summer, I  a r r ived at  a  love ly 

smal l  day  t icket  venue known 

for  i ts  premium character. 

Nest led with in  some of  the 

f inest  natura l  scenery, with 

h igh banks  o f  f lo ra  and waters 

teeming with  per fect  weeds, 

th is  venue o f fers  some of  us 

loca ls  a  s tunning opportuni ty 

to  add some mint  carp  to  our 

ever- important  photo  a lbums.

The lake  is  just  under  three 

acres , with  most  o f  i t  having 

open water.  There’s  a  smal l 

i s land but  nest led  behind 

that  is  a  smal l  bay  with  a  few 

snags and reed- l ined banks .

Upon enter ing the  venue, 

you’re  greeted by  a  smal l  bay 
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on your  r ight , and winding 

pathways but  I  le f t  the  barrow 

loaded for  the  p lanned 24 

hours  behind, as  I  decided to 

take  a  lap .  Star t ing at  the  bay, 

there  wasn’t  much to  go on: 

a  gent le  r ipp le  f rom the main 

body o f  water, but  nothing to 

fac i l i tate  set t ing up.

As  I  wa lked  fu r ther, I  came 

across  a  l a rge  swim wi th  an 

i s land  to  my  r ight  andthe 

main  body  o f  wate r  in  f ront . 

Remember ing  that  th i s  i s  a 

sma l l , in t imate  water, I  knew 

lack  o f  sound  and  qu ie tness 

wou ld  he lp  me  f ind  them.  I 

not iced  a  few bubb le rs  in  the 

deeper  wate r  in  f ront , so  I  se t 

up  there.  The  idea  o f  be ing 

in  open  water  on  bubb le rs 

and  be ing  ab le  to  see  the 

who le  l ake, except  fo r  the 

sma l l  bay  beh ind, gave  me 

the  oppor tun i ty  to  cas t  to 

f i sh .  A f te r  about  th ree  hours , 

I  cou ld  hear  f i sh  c rash ing 

out  o f f  the  water  to  my  le f t , 

so  I  qu ick ly  packed  up  and 

moved  on .

At  th is  point , four  or  f ive 

hours  had passed, and a  f i sh 

had seemed to  move o f f.  The 

winds picked up, actual ly  to  be 

honest  i t  became qui te  gusty, 

pumping waves  o f  water  into 

the  smal l  bay  behind.  I  went 

to  look  and not iced that  the 

only  way for  the  wind to  get  in 

was i f  i t  b lew past  the  is land 

down the channel .

As  I  went  around there, I 

saw many shows out  nearby 

a l l  over  the  overhanging 

snags, indicat ing that  carp 

were  here.  As  a  natura l  carp 

f isherman in  an unt imely 

mess , I  packed up, threw 

everything on the  barrow, 

and headed for  the  f i rs t  swim 

of  the  lake.

Once ar r ived looking up, I 

saw a  b ig  set  o f  snags  with  a 

pattern  o f  one boshing a f ter 

another.  This  was i t  fo r  me.

After  watching the  f ish 

show re lent less ly  o f f  the  snag, 

I  knew I  had to  get  the  marker 

rod out .  I  care fu l ly  and quiet ly 

found the  d istance and spot , 
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another.  This  was i t  fo r  me.

After  watching the  f ish 

show re lent less ly  o f f  the  snag, 

I  knew I  had to  get  the  marker 

rod out .  I  care fu l ly  and quiet ly 

found the  d istance and spot , 
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cl ipping up just  in  f ront  o f  the 

snags.  Once I  was  happy with 

the  spot , I  loaded up my rods 

us ing the  ever- fa i th fu l  naked 

lead c l ip  and combi  r ig.  The 

r ig  consisted o f :

Thinking Anglers  lead c l ips , 

ta i l  rubbers , Think L ink  and 

Duo F leck  combo with  a  s ize 

4  curve, and a  smal l  k icker  to 

get  that  gape.  This  r ig  is  one 

o f  three  I  use.

The hook bai t  choice  was 

St icky  Bai ts  Mani l la  Act ive 

wafter, h idden amongst 

Mani l la  f reebies .  I  bated 

up with  a  pouch at  a  t ime 

to  get  the  f i rs t  b i te  on each 

rod, a l lowing me to  see  the 

response and feeding resul ts . 

So , I  was  set .  The act ion d idn’t 

take  long.  Af ter  about  15 

minutes , the  r ight-hand rod 

buzzer  toned in .  The bobbin 

was p inned against  the  b lank! 

P ick ing up the  rod, I  had to 

focus  on walk ing back to  get 

the  f i sh  away f rom the snags, 
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which worked wel l .

After a decent battle, the 

f irst f ish was in the net.  With 

the area sti l l  active and f ish 

sti l l  showing, I  knew I had to 

get the rod back out.

The time was eventful . 

I  caught 15 f ish, the wind 

howling into this l itt le bay, and 

my alarms were busy. It  was 

a red letter day. The last f ish 

was a mint 30 common, which 

was a cherry on the cake. After 

early hours of the morning, the 

wind changed direction away 

from the area, and the f ish 

drifted off.  So, when I  woke up, 

al l  I  could hear was the dawn 

chorus and nature doing what 

it  does best.
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‘Top t ips for  autumn? First 

one is  to work out  where 

they’re feeding, watch at 

dawn and dusk for  bubbles or 

shows and l isten through the 

night for  ro l l ing f ish.  Focus 

on areas that  might’ve been 

left  a lone al l  summer, deeper 

channels , gul l ies and clean 

areas against  banks of  weed. 

I  caught the biggun from pit 

8  on the end of  a  new wind 

that  was pumping into the 

far  corner.  There was a big 

old raft  of  weed at  around 50 

yards and just  short  of  i t , was 

a lovely c lear  str ip of  deeper 

s i l ty  water.  Spreading boi l ies 

a l l  over  this  str ip with the 

catapult  and then staggering 

hinges across the channel , just 

short  of  the weed produced 

the biggun.

In regard to r igs, I  keep i t 
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simple, using tr ied and trusted 

r igs I ’ve used for  years, 

predominantly hinges set 

up using long N Trap booms 

which I  t ie  a  large loop at  one 

end, so I  can loop to loop to 

the swivel , with the doubled 

up sect ion act ing as an anti-

tangle s leeve.  An albreight 

knot to the hook end, with 

25lb MouthTrap to a Kamakura 

Choddy.  With leaf  l i t ter  and 

other  debris  at  this  t ime of 

year, I  know I ’m always going 

to be presented.

Bait ing wise, I  favour match 

the hatch al l  year, more so in 

autumn as those pressured 

bigguns can easi ly  spook 

of f  a  br ight  one.  I ’ve been 
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knot to the hook end, with 

25lb MouthTrap to a Kamakura 

Choddy.  With leaf  l i t ter  and 

other  debris  at  this  t ime of 

year, I  know I ’m always going 

to be presented.

Bait ing wise, I  favour match 

the hatch al l  year, more so in 

autumn as those pressured 

bigguns can easi ly  spook 

of f  a  br ight  one.  I ’ve been 

soaking my Kri l l  pop-ups in 

White Squid Goo for  the last 

few autumns, giving them a 

more washed out look, fu l l  of 

f lavour.

Keeping an open mind with 

bait  and trying to be di f ferent 

is  a lways going to set  you apart 

f rom others.  Go on the s ide of 

caution with quantit ies, but 

remember, they’ l l  be eat ing so 

i f  you can, keep applying i t  to 

the areas they want to be in, 

l i t t le  and often, and you can 

reap the rewards.

Last ly, I ’ l l  a lways ensure 

to have plenty of  spares in 

the van, a  select ion of  baits , 

tackle bits  and a dry bag for 

spare warm clothes’ .
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I  t ry  to think outside the 

box when i t  comes to autumn 

bait ing.  Not applying loads 

unti l  I  know it ’s  r ight , rather 

t ry  and f ish for  bites and bui ld 

areas.  Scal ing down to 12 

mil lers , or  f ishing with chops 

and crumb to be di f ferent  f rom 

others.

Mark Bryant  –  Boi l ies 

play a large part  in my late 

summer and autumn f ishing, 

part icular ly  after  spawning, 

when the f ish need to replenish 

their  losses, so I ’d favour 

giving them a high qual i ty 

food source, and boi l ies t ick 

that  box.
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Oscar  Thornton  –  I ’ v e 

d o n e  r e a l l y  w e l l  i n  r e c e n t 

a u t u m n s  f i s h i n g  w i t h  b o i l i e. 

O n  R o c k f o r d, a  r e a l l y  t r i c k y 

b i g  p i t , I  k e p t  t h e  C e l l  g o i n g 

i n  e a c h  w e e k  a n d  t h e  b i t e s 

k e p t  c o m i n g.  W h e n  f i s h i n g 

f o r  r e a l  b i g g u n s , w h e n  t h e y 

g e t  o n  t h e  b a i t , t h e y  r e a l l y 

d o  g e t  t h r o u g h  i t , s o  I  w a s 

g i v i n g  t h e m  a  b u c k e t  e a c h 

w e e k , f i s h i n g  h i n g e s  o v e r 

t h e  t o p , a n d  i t  w a s  t h e  b e s t 

a u t u m n ’s  f i s h i n g  I ’ v e  h a d .

Barry  Delderf ie ld  –  I ’ m 

a n  a v i d  u s e r  o f  b o i l i e  a l l  y e a r 

r o u n d, m e a n i n g  I  c a n  g e t  t h e 

b a i t  o u t  m u c h  q u i e t e r  t h a n 

t h e  n e e d  t o  s p o m b.  I  l i k e  t o 

p r e p  a r e a s , l i t t l e  a n d  o f t e n 
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b a i t  o u t  m u c h  q u i e t e r  t h a n 

t h e  n e e d  t o  s p o m b.  I  l i k e  t o 

p r e p  a r e a s , l i t t l e  a n d  o f t e n 

a n d  a s  a  w e e k e n d e r, i f  I  c a n 

g e t  b a i t  i n t o  t h e  z o n e s  I ’ m 

s e e i n g  t h e m  i n , a n d  k e e p 

t h e  b a i t  t r i c k l i n g  i n  o n  t h e 

q u i e t , y o u ’r e  b u i l d i n g  t h e i r 

t r u s t  a n d  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  b o t h 

y o u r  b a i t  a n d  t h e  s p o t .

Scott  Sweetman  –  I ’ m 

a l l  a b o u t  g e t t i n g  b i t e s  a s 

q u i c k  a s  I  c a n .  O f t e n  f i s h i n g 

n i g h t s , i f  y o u ’r e  f i s h i n g  o v e r 

o f  b i t s  a n d  p i e c e s , i t ’s  g o i n g 

t o  t a k e r  l o n g e r  f o r  t h e m  t o 

p i c k  u p  y o u r  r i g, w h e r e  a s 

w i t h  j u s t  5 0  o r  s o  b o i l i e s  o n 

t h e  s p o t , I  f i n d  t h e m  m u c h 

e a s i e r  t o  h o o k  a n d  t h e r e ’s 

a  m u c h  g r e a t e r  c h a n c e 

s t a t i s t i c a l l y  o f  t h e m  p i c k i n g 

u p  y o u r  h o o k b a i t .
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I  booked a s ix-night session 

for  the 1st  of  September on 

the Cabin Swim at  Grenvi l le 

Lake back in February.  After 

a  busy year  with work and 

family commitments, I  hadn’t 

had much t ime on the bank — 

normal ly  I ’d be f ishing every 

other  weekend with my sons, 

Rayne and Jaylee, aka Carp 

Kid and Carp Lad.  We had 

managed two tr ips to France 

ear l ier  in the year, landing a 

total  of  42 f ish, including f ive 

f i f t ies, over  twenty fort ies, 

and numerous thirt ies and 

twenties.  Rayne had a 59lb 

1oz mirror, and Jaylee landed a 

57lb mirror  and a 58lb grassie. 

But even with those tr ips, the 

Grenvi l le  session had been 

in the back of  my mind for 

months — just  me, the peace 

and quiet  of  the lake, and the 

dream of  maybe one of  those 

mighty Grenvi l le  carp in the 

net .  The day before I  le f t  I  was 

handed an envelope by Char l ie 

with a smile saying happy 

40th, the envelope contained 

the money for  the cost  of  the 

tr ip.  What  a  40 th! !
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The  week  lead ing  up  to 

the  sess ion  was  e lec t r ic.  The 

fo recas t  looked  per fec t : l ow 

pressure, b ig  souther l i es , 

warm temperatures .  I  was 

on  the  bank  by  7am on  the 

f i r s t  day, buzz ing  wi th 

ant ic ipat ion .  Speak ing  to 

Pau l , the  owner, I  l ea rned  the 

lake  had  been  produc ing  most 

o f  i t s  b i tes  in  the  dayt ime, 

which  made  me even  more 

eager  to  get  se t  up .  I  opted 

fo r  two  rods  on  a  spot  a t  25 

wraps  s t ra ight  out  in  f ront , 

wi th  a  th i rd  rod  s l ight ly 

fu r ther  r ight  a t  27  wraps .  Pau l 

o f fe red  a  ba i t  d rop  f rom h is 

boat , which  I  we lcomed, and 

I  s ta r ted  wi th  40kg  over  the 

two  spots  — a  mix  o f  Chesh i re 

Ba i t  &  Feed’s  Mandem and 

Grenv i l l e ’s  house  bo i l i e.  Over 

the  top , I  f i shed  my abso lu te 

con f idence  se tup : the  Bacon 

R ig, wi th  12mm CC Moore 

NS1  ye l low pop-ups .

The  day  passed  qu ie t ly 

whi le  I  se t  up , but  jus t  pas t 

6pm, the  midd le  rod  to re  in to 

ac t ion , and  my f i r s t  ca rp  o f 

the  sess ion , a  s tunn ing  37 lb 

mi r ro r, was  in  the  net .

The  fo l lowing  morn ing, an 

hour  a f te r  reba i t ing  the  same 

spot , the  rod  d ropped  back , 

p roduc ing  a  31 lb  7oz  sca ley 

mi r ro r.

Things  went  quiet  for  over 

24  hours , unt i l  the  fo l lowing 

day when a  smal l  common 

of  just  over  23 lb  eventual ly 

found i ts  way into  the  net .

I  woke the  next  morning to 

a  breathtaking sunr ise  and 

an overwhelming fee l ing that 

today would  be  specia l .  F ish 

were  showing over  both  spots , 

so  we bai ted them at  7 :30am. 

By 8am, a  near- leather  34 lb 

mir ror  was in  the  net , but 

that  was just  the  beginning. 

At  1pm, the  le f t -hand rod, 

mot ionless  a l l  week unt i l  now, 

exploded into  l i fe, producing 

a  b ig  p lated 29 lb  mir ror.  At 

4pm, the  r ight-hand spot , a lso 

quiet  a l l  week, r ipped o f f  a 

smal l  common — the smal lest 

o f  the  t r ip  at  13 lb.
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Less  than  an  hour  l a te r, the 

r ight -hand  rod  was  near ly 

d ragged  f rom the  pod .  The 

f i sh  bur ied  i t se l f  in  weed, 

and  I  ca re fu l l y  p laced  the 

rod  down on  a  s lack  l ine.  Ten 

tense  minutes  l a te r, i t  roa red 

back  in to  l i f e.  When  I  saw 

i t  c lose  in , I  knew ins tant ly 

i t  was  a  PB.  Hands  shak ing, 

hear t  pounding, and  wi th  the 

he lp  o f  a  l ad  f rom the  next 

swim, we  landed  her : 52 lb 

7oz .  A  war r io r, a  rea l  monste r, 

and  a  f i sh  o f  a  l i f e t ime  — one 

that  had  been  miss ing  fo r  18 

months .  Four  f i sh  in  a  s ing le 

day  — a  doub le, a  29 , a  34 , 

and  a  52  — le f t  me  ut te r ly 

speech less .

Every  morn ing, Pau l  wou ld 

pop  round  fo r  co f fee  and  a 

ca tch-up , sma l l  chats  that 

became one  o f  the  h igh l ights 

o f  each  day.

The  next  day, s t i l l  r id ing  the 

h igh  f rom the  p rev ious  day, 

jus t  be fo re  12pm the  same 
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spot  p roduced  another  b i te. 

Th is  f i sh  headed  s t ra ight 

fo r  the  weed .  Aga in , I  se t 

the  rod  down on  a  s lack  l ine 

and  wai ted  — t rus t ing  the 

p rocess , jus t  as  I  had  wi th 

the  52 lb.  Minutes  l a te r, the 

rod  r ipped  round  and  a f te r  a 

hard  f ight  I  was  b lessed  wi th 

a  42 lb  mi r ro r.

By  1 :30pm, the  r ight -hand 

rod, per fec t ly  pos i t ioned 

a f te r  four  cas ts , l i t  up  aga in , 

p roduc ing  a  fu l l y  sca led  31 lb 

9oz  mi r ro r.  That  was  the  las t 

b i te  o f  the  day, and  I  had 

someth ing  to  look  fo rward 

to  — Char l i e  a r r iv ing  wi th 

f i l l e t  s teaks  and  a  bot t le  o f 

wine.  I t  was  a  p roper  l i t t l e 

date  n ight , the  per fec t  way 

to  end  the  f i r s t  f i ve  days  o f 

what  had  a l ready  been  the 

bes t  f i sh ing  o f  my  l i f e.

Sa turday  morn ing  brought 

a  l i t t l e  s to rm.  My Trakker 

RS100  b ivvy  s tood  f i rm, and 

though  shar ing  a  So la r  SP 

bedcha i r  was  snug, i t ’s  the 

most  comfor tab le  bedcha i r 

I ’ ve  ever  s lept  in  — I ’ l l  be 

upgrad ing  to  the  Wide  Boy 

fo r  fu ture  v i s i t s .  A f te r  the 

s to rm, a  ra inbow s t re tched 

across  the  lake  in  a  fu l l  c i rc le 

— jus t  s tunn ing.

F ish ing  was  qu ie t  unt i l  1pm, 

when  I  not iced  the  seagu l l s 

s l i ck ing  up  the  spots .  The 

house  bo i l i e  conta ined  seeds , 

and  i t  was  c lea r  the  f i sh 

were  feed ing  on  the  sur face. 

Wi th in  15  minutes , the  r ight -

hand  rod  beeped, p roduc ing 

a  dark , o ld  mid-30 lb  mi r ro r. 

The  res t  o f  the  day  was  spent 

p repar ing  r igs  and  so r t ing  k i t 

fo r  the  fo l lowing  morn ing.

Then  came an  unexpected 

surpr i se : Pau l  rang  me on 

Sunday morning, o f fer ing ear ly 

ba i t  d rops  and  suggest ing  I 

s tay  another  n ight .  I  jumped 

a t  the  chance.  By  1 :30pm, 

the  on ly  rod  that  had  seen 

act ion  s ince  Thursday 

morn ing  made  a  s ing le  beep , 

t ip  bend ing  over  to  the  r ight . 

A  monumenta l  f ight  ended 

wi th  a  37 lb  common, a  ra re 
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capture  fo r  Grenv i l l e.

Late r  that  a f te rnoon , the 

magic  cont inued .  At  1pm, 

the  r ight -hand  rod  p roduced 

a  s tunn ing  35 lb  long  mi r ro r, 

and  as  Pau l  was  about  to 

photograph her, the  rod  pu l led 

aga in , y ie ld ing  another  32 lb 

mi r ro r.  I  recas t , pe r fec t  d rop , 

and  exact ly  an  hour  l a te r, the 

rod  bent  round  once  more. 

The  f i sh  swam s t ra ight  fo r 

the  weed .  I  se t  the  rod  down 

and  wai ted  — jus t  l i ke  I  had 

wi th  the  42  and  52  ea r l i e r 

in  the  week .  Ten  minutes 

passed, then  i t  s t r ipped  l ine 

and  k i ted  in to  open  water. 

See ing  i t  ro l l  20  ya rds  out 

made  my hear t  s ink .  Th is  was 

enormous .

When I  f ina l l y  net ted  her, 

Pau l  came down.  He  took 

one  look , smi rked, because 

he  knew what  f i sh  i t  was .  On 

the  Reuben’s , i t  swung round 

to  59 lb  4oz  — another  PB, 

seven  pounds  heav ie r  than 

my prev ious .  Th is  was  the 

same f i sh  that  had  come out 
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on the underwater  to Bobby 

Zamora at  60lb 8oz in May, 

st i l l  at  a  phenomenal  weight 

for  the season.  Cloud nine 

doesn’t  even begin to cover  i t .

The  sess ion  wasn’t  qu i te 

f in i shed .  At  3 :35pm, wi th  jus t 

25  minutes  be fo re  pack ing 

up , I  took  my rece iver  to 

the  shower  b lock  20 f t  away. 

Sure  enough , the  a la rms 

sc reamed.  Soap  and  c rocs 

as ide, I  ran  outs ide, wrapped 

in  a  towe l , and  l i f ted  another 

35 lb  dark , sca ley  o ld  mi r ro r. 

Unbe l ievab le  -  in  to ta l , I 

hooked  15  ca rp  — a  doub le, 

2x  twent ies  to  29 , 9x  th i r t i es 

to  37 , a  42 lb, a  52 lb  7oz , and 

the  59 lb  4oz  — and  landed 

every  s ing le  one.  Not  a 

s ing le  loss .  F ree  Sp i r i t  H i -S 

IVE rods , cus tom bu i l t  by 

Kev  C layton , were  f l awless , 

pa i red  wi th  my  ba i t ing 

s t ra tegy  o f  Chesh i re  Ba i t  & 

Feed  and  Grenv i l l e  house 

bo i l i e.  CC Moore  NS1  12mm 

ye l low pop-ups  accounted 

fo r  a l l  the  b i tes .  The  Trakker 
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RS100  b ivvy  and  Solar SP 

bedchair kept me comfortable, 

even in storms and sleepless 

nights.

This was a red-letter session, 

the kind we all dream of but 

rarely believe will happen. 

Grenville gave me peace, 

beauty, and fish beyond my 

wildest expectations. Paul, 

Charlie, and Freddie made it 

unforgettable. As I drove home, 

van loaded, I felt completely 

blown away — the best session 

of my life, utterly amazing.

I have included pictures me 

and my sons, Jaylee from lac de 

lion with his pb French @ 57.10 

and Rayne at lac de Lumiere 

with his French pb @ 59.1

These are from the trips 

this year, a proud father, I just 

wanted to see their faces in 

there too.
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It  seems weird to be starting 

with the words in the with 

old out with the new however 

in the last few months that’s 

what I ’ve been doing in my 

angling. In the day and age 

of Ronnie rigs, high viz pop 

ups, f ishing f inding devices 

and even weirder polit ics 

it ’s always nice to go back  a 

l itt le.  By this I  mean with the 

tactics im applying to a couple 

of waters I ’ve been f ishing 

of late, one in particular has 

been a pain towards me over 

the last few years, now you 

might be thinking that im a 

useless angler but I  would 

say something completely 

dif ferent, every now and then 

you f ind yourself  on a lake 

that is rock hard or at least I 

do. The last carp I  had out of 

this place was in 2023 so that 

gives you a l itt le indication on 

how it  can f ish at t imes. Now 

before going into too much 

detai l  let’s take you to where 
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this sudden change was to 

take place. 

August 2025: after hearing 

the news that Nash bait 

was no longer going to be a 

company, I  would have to 

change my bait company, now 

im in no way sponsored by a 

bait  company just an ordinary 

angler buying his bait  so my 

choice would be mistral  baits, 

after ordering f ive ki los, some 

pop ups and bait soak I  felt 

confident in the bait, it  felt  l ike 

I  had already been using their 

baits for years and headed out 

to a local day ticket, a quick 

day session was soon on the 

cards, so I  would f ind myself 

at Lakeside f isheries quadring 

Lincolnshire, a lovely l itt le 

lake in someone’s back garden 

which holds a few carp in 

along with some course f ish, I 

placed three rods out and for a 

change decided on hinge rigs, 

although not the true sti f f 

version to which I  have used in 

the past as the bottom is soft  in 

places, a simple 10 inch boom 

length of soft  f luorocarbon 

with a 1 ½ inch hook section 

was soon f inding its way into 

the middle.  I  decided to feed 

15mm CM1 boil ies and have 

a 12mm CM1 pop up on, as 

anglers we al l  know when it  is 

going to go right, it ’s a feeling 

we al l  get, no one can real ly 

put a f inger on it  but you know 

it’s going to work and that day 

I  just knew I would get a f ish 

although I  had to wait unti l 

the middle of the afternoon 

for it , the middle rod suddenly 

came alive a screaming bite 

and pretty soon a 8lb common 

was in the net with a hinge rig 

hanging out its mouth, happy 

days f irst one on the new bait. 

After the day ticket success 

I  would return to the hard 

venue, a beautiful  farm pond 

with some hard carp in there, 

I  decided to apply the soft 

version of the hinge rig, after 

careful  pre baiting of corn and 

boil ies I  was soon heading 

my way on my f irst session 

of a l itt le campaign for the 
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late summer and autumn. The 

campaign had to be careful ly 

planned, bait  was brought, 

leads from otb leads a company 

im a team member for, al l  the 

gear was sorted out and I  was 

ready to tackle a small  yet 

beautiful  water.  I  decided to 

pre bait before starting my 

f irst session, around 2 ki los 

of corn and boil ies was put 

in the shallows where I  saw 

most of the stock of lake, now 

I was doing something a l itt le 

dif ferent, I  decided to soak 

my boil ies in matching boil ie 

soak a week prior, also the 

corn was to be soaked and 

boiled in golden syrup which 

no one seems to do in my 

neck of the woods. Anyways 

f irst session came and went 

with a blank which was to be 

expected although in one way 

it  was a session to remember 

my good old mat Paul was to 

join me, having known him for 

11 years it  was the f irst t ime 

we had f ished together, I  have 

the highest respect for him, 

real ly knows his stuff  and has 

caught some beautiful  carp 
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from around the Peterborough 

area to which im original ly 

from. Most of that session was 

mainly chatting, a good catch 

up and gage each other’s 

angling in person to which we 

both went away respecting 

each other more, not just as 

anglers but also as people. 

Before leaving I  put a bit  more 

bait out in the area and would 

return the fol lowing week. 

The fol lowing week was 

soon here, another pre baiting 

mission was done and dusted 

and I  was into my second 

session, it  was a lot cooler than 

the previous week, even had a 

l itt le rain so defiantly a carpy 

time to be on the bank. I  would 

go on to add something else to 

my pre baited mix, chick peas 

are bar far a bait  you hardly 

see these days, I  decided to 

add these to the mix, only 

because everyone who f ishes 

the lake uses boil ies, okay yes 

im using the CM1 boil ies but 

decided to add something else 

to the mix. Three hinge rigs 

were in place in record time, 

although again I  lengthen the 

boom section to 12 inches 

which again is being dif ferent 
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but also serves a purpose, the 

bottom of this lake is si lty so 

you have to combat that and 

long rigs certainly is one way 

to go, sti l l  using 3 oz leads as 

I  wanted the heavy plug you 

get in si lt  which wil l  help to 

drive that hook home, I  was 

sti l l  using the 12mm pop ups 

as again its being dif ferent 

to what everyone else was 

using at the time. Later on in 

the evening another member 

popped in for a quick chat and 

catch up, not long after he left 

the middle rod soon screamed 

and I  was bent into clearly a 

hard f ighting carp, my legs 

were certainly shaking as I 

didn’t want to lose it .  After a 

10 minute f ight I  was staring 

at a mirror carp, a few pics 

and weigh and I  soon sent her 

on her way, at 16lb she was a 

welcome start and a massive 

confidence boost to what I 

was doing, the bait, the pre 

bait, r ig changes even things 

l ike making sure the l ine was 

100% on the deck real ly was 

a thumbs up to those things 

I  had change, which to those 

who know me im always say 

change it  i f  i t ’s not working, i f 

i ts working leave it  well  alone. 

What made that capture even 

sweeter was it’s a f ish cal led 

“Jacks Mirror” a f ish that is 

once may twice a year visitor 

although hadn’t been out in a 

while, funnily enough a week 

later another member caught 

it  further down the bank, 

its bloody mad on how carp 

f ishing goes at t imes. 

Buzzed up with my success I 

returned a week later, another 

pre bait mission, a quick chat 

and well  done to the young 

angler who had the mirror and 

I  was on my way to return the 

fol lowing day, I  sent back up 

in the swim that I  had been 

in, after a hour I  caught 3 ½ 

lb tench which again was a bit 

of  a result  as they don’t come 

out al l  that much either, again 

on the hinge rig and CM1 pop 

ups. Later on that evening 

it  would al l  come crashing 
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OLD SCHOOL CARPING 
VOLUME 4 

 

By Rob Maylin and friends

Old School Carping Volume 4 
– Rob Maylin and friends 
First published in 2023 
© Rob Maylin 2023 
 
Price £29.95 

The ‘Old School’ series has become one of our most popular sets 
of books we have ever published. It appears that, in this fast-mov-
ing society we find ourselves, more and more anglers are keen to 
look back at how things used to be, where it all started, before the 
commercialism that now controls our angling, before the ‘spon-
sored angler’, before Facebook, the Internet, or even mobile 
phones! However did we survive? It certainly was a very different 
sort of carp angling to today’s high pace, remote control, 
Snapchatting, wannabe blogger’s world we find ourselves in. 

Our contributors to volume 4 are the unsung heroes of that by-
gone age who were catching carp years ago before the hair rig 
when not everyone could catch them quite so easily.  

But the big difference between the line-up for this volume is that 
these anglers’ names may not be known to you. Unlike our previ-
ous volumes this one is not all about the famous anglers of this 
time. Volume 4 is about many of the very successful anglers who 
did not seek fame by publicising their catches at the time. 

Anglers who smashed their venues and the record books but kept 
quiet until now. So, let’s take a look at what Volume 4 has to offer, 
and why I consider it the best yet. Here is a brief synopsis of vol-
ume 4’s line up and what their chapters are about. A Brief Moment 
in Time by Kevin Grozier, My Early Carp Life by Anthony 
Rogers, A Tale of Two Twenties by Dave Miller, Back to the Old 
Days by William Lovett, Blackroot Pool by Brian Ingram, The Old 
School Scrapbook, The Seventies by Christopher Davis, Yateley 
North Lake June 1985 by Nick Peat, Early Carping Memories of 
Broadwater by Phil Martyn, The Tale of a Twenty Pounder (My 
first) by Steven Hall, Looking Back – Old School by Steve Fisher, 
Early Seventies Carping by Gerry Giles, My Introduction to Carp 
Fishing by Lee Fisher, Billingsgate in Focus by Kris Ford, Old 
Skool Carping by Paul Tidiman,‘Billy’ the Mirror, Church Pool, 
Patshull by Tim Thornton and My First Doubles by Stewart 
Crowther. 

A fantastic, ‘one off ’ collection of tales from a bygone age from 
many of the most successful but most secretive anglers of the 
good old days. 

Old School Carping Volum
e 4  By Rob Maylin and Friends

Old School 
Carping 

Volume 4

By Rob Maylin and Friends



down, I  would go on to lose a 

carp. I  knew that would be my 

last chance for a l itt le while as 

l ike everything l i fe gets in the 

way and throws up things that 

get in the way, plus I  kind of 

needed a break after that loss, 

the rain came in that evening 

and I  didn’t see another f ish 

after that. 

So don’t  be scared to mix i t  up 

and go in a di f ferent  direct ion 

to what others are doing, 

s imple things l ike soaking 

your boi l ies, adding di f ferent 

baits  to the mix to give you a 

di f ferent  bait ing presentat ion, 

especial ly  moving into the 

autumn months which is  one 

of  my favourite t imes to be 

out .  Sometimes going back to 

tact ics that  were used years 

ago wi l l  give you a ser ious 

edge…..
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Primal Mentality Youth Project - 
Chris Jervis

Another brilliant session by the lakeside 
– and what a day it was! Our young crew 
came together not just to fish, but to 
connect – with nature, with new skills, 
and with each other. From setting up rods 
to learning how to safely handle fish, 
everyone got hands-on and involved. One 
of the best moments? When one of the 
lads caught his very first fish — and the 
whole group cheered him on. That’s what 
this project is all about. 
Today we saw new friendships form, 
confidence grow, and plenty of smiles 
along the way. Massive thanks to everyone 
who made it happen — we’re already 
counting down to the next session! 
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CARP CHAT

THE FULL 

B R E A K D O W N :  

@pr imi t iv.co rp  

pegs 1 -13, 

Rippton Smart 

Fishing Tackle 

pegs 14 -  26, @

s p e c i m e n b a i t s 

pegs 28 - 

40, Nikl  - 

Special ista na 

kapry pegs 41 

-  53, Ult imate 

Products pegs 54 -  66, MEUS Polska pegs 67 -  80, the NEW 

addit ion of  The Key Carpf ishing pegs 81 -  93 and PB Products 

UK  pegs 94 -  106
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CARPTACKLEONLINE 
WANT NEW TEAM 
MEMBERS
We  a r e  r e c r u i t i n g  n e w  t e a m  m e m b e r s ,  s o  i f  y o u  w a n t  t o 
j o i n  o u r  s m a l l  b u t  s t e a d i l y  g r o w i n g  t e a m ,  y o u  c a n  g e t  o n 
t h e  b a n k s i d e  r e g u l a r l y,  p u t  a  f e w  c a r p  o n  t h e  m a t ,  h a n d y 
w i t h  a  c a m e r a  a n d  v i d e o  g e t  i n  t o u c h .  We  o f f e r  a  d i s c o u n t 
o f  b e t w e e n  1 0 %  t o  2 5 %  o f f  o u r  p r o d u c t s  r a n g e .
E m a i l  u s  a t  s a l e s . c a r p o n l i n e @ g m a i l . c o m  w i t h  a  b i t  a b o u t 
y o u r  a n g l i n g
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Jamie and Harry Redknapp are heading off  on a  new adventure 
in  ITV’s  Catch of  the Day,  a  s ix-part  f ishing series  air ing in 
2026.

The father-and-son duo wil l  travel  across  the UK and 
Europe,  competing in  real  f ishing tournaments  everywhere 
from Scott ish lochs to  Scandinavian f jords and Mediterranean 
shores .

Their  goal  is  to  reel  in  the prized “Catch of  the Day.”

C AT C H  O F
T H E  D AY
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To all the anglers that showed an interest in and supported my 
Angling Projects over my 50 years of leadership I am pleased 
to report that in addition to the £10,000 pounds we donated to 
Great Ormond Street Hospital I can now report we have just made 
a donation of £8000 to prostate cancer research. This has only 
been possible with your support. To all of you thinking of getting 
checked, just remember prostate cancer can kill, get yourself 
checked. It’s only a blood test.
BETTER BE SAFE THAN SORRY
Les Webber

GET YOUR PROSTATE
CHECKED - IT’S EASY
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TOSLON 
XR500
The Toslon XR500 is  an al l - in-one system for  your bait  boat .
–  Support  up to  8  channels  of  remote control
–  Autopilot  system with the 10th generation high accuracy 
GNSS receiver
– Advanced echo sounder with HD image,  8  Colour Palette  for 
daytime & dark night  f ishing
– Route plotter  with depth information,  the route can be reload 
as  2D map
– Compasses at  boat  & handheld s ide,  the boat  heading is  a lso 
given when in  stat ionary state
– 5 favourite  spots  can be def ined out  of  100 save waypoints
– Quiet  arrive feature to  el iminate the noise when boat 
approaching the spot
– CCS mode to  free your hand,  one button to  act ive cruise 
control  system,  boat  always run in  straight  l ine
– SD card storage support  import/export  sett ings ,  waypoints , 
and software upgrade.
–  * . ts lw log f i le  support ,  can record al l  sonar & GPS info to  SD 
card
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– Google  kml f i le  support

– High rel iabi l i ty,  standard 8 channels  remote,  support  MIXER
– Start  cruise  control  by one cl ick on joystick
– Autopilot  mode,  a l low [arrive act ions]  and [auto back-home] 
–  [Quiet-reach]  mode enable  the boat  run with lower speed 
when approaching the target
– Pick a  point  on the map and start  autopi lot  at  anytime
– 6 buttons can be mapped to  any channels  of  the remote 
control ,  easy to  use .

Boat  comes with ful l  upgraded electronics ,  speed control lers 
and new batteries  as  standard plus  charger

www. https://angl ingtechnics .myshopify.com/
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KORDA COMPAC 
DARK KAMO  
UMBRELLA

With a generous diameter, you’ll have plenty of all-round cover, 
and unlike a clunky golf umbrella, this one’s purpose-built for 
anglers. Crafted from durable, waterproof fabric and finished in a 
sleek dark kamo matt design, it blends perfectly into your setup 
while adding a touch of style.
When the weather turns, the one-touch opening system gets you 
sheltered in seconds. 
Practical, reliable, and made for the bank – the Compac Umbrella 
is one piece of kit you’ll be glad to have at arm’s reach.
• RRP - £27.99
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Solar’s best selling Undercover Camo Brolly System. Made from 
10,000 HH camo material, the front of the brolly features a rain 
gutter, twin storm poles and front support bar. There are multiple 
door options with full fabric and mozzi-mesh, which can also be 
set-up letter-box style, roll-back sides and the entire front infill 
panel can also be removed.
The drop-down rib extensions on the sides remove the need to fit 
short storm poles on the side of the brolly. There is a mozzi-mesh 
vent in the rear for improved air flow. Supplied with heavy-duty 
pegs, storm poles and an over-sized carry bag.
• 10,000 HH Camo fabric
• Rain gutter on the front to direct rain water to the sides
• Rear Mozzi-mesh air-vent
• Two Velcro rod straps 
• Seven-spoke hub system with maximum head room thanks to 

the low-profile hub
• Heavy-duty pegs supplied
• Drop-down rib extensions (removable)
• Multiple door options with full fabric, mozzi-mesh, roll-back 

sides
• Front can be completely removed
• Dimensions (m): 264cm x 150cm x 150cm
• Weight: 7kg
• RRP - £294.99

SOLAR UNDERCOVER
CAMO BROLLY
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NITEWATCHES.COM

TRITIUM
ILLUMINATION

SAPPHIRE
CRYSTAL

5 YEAR
WARRANTY

SWISS-MADE
MOVEMENT

Tried, tested and guaranteed, NITE Watches are made with quality Swiss-made components,
super bright triti um illuminati on and most importantly are designed to be worn doing what you love.  

Tight Lines !

WIN
A HAWK NIGHTFALL

TRITIUM WATCH

To enter answer this questi on. What illuminati on is used in NITE Watches?
a.Luminova    b.Chromalight    c.Triti um

RRP £425

BRIGHTEST T100TRITIUM ILLUMINATION

TOUGH
& LIGHT

COMPOSITE
CARBON 

CASE

Email your answer to info@bigcarpmagazine.co.uk or Text to 07768 731425 or Social Media - Answer in comments.
One lucky winner will be selected at random. Competi ti on closes Dec 1st ‘25 & winner will receive watch before Christmas.

WHAT DEFINES A FIELD 
WATCH?

A field watch is essentially a military 
timepiece designed to be read quickly and 
survive tough conditions. Think of it as the 
Land Rover of watches: built for purpose, 
not for show. These watches were originally 
created for soldiers in World War I who 
needed to check time whilst fighting, and 
they’ve evolved into some of the most 
practical timepieces you can buy today.

WHAT MAKES A FIELD 
WATCH DIFFERENT FROM 
OTHER WATCHES?

Three things really matter: you can read 
them instantly even in poor light, they’re 
tough enough to handle whatever you 
throw at them, and they keep accurate time 
without fuss. Unlike fancy dress watches or 
chunky dive watches, field watches focus 
on one job: telling time clearly when it really 
counts.

Modern field watches have come a long 
way from their wartime origins. The best 
ones today, like those from NITE Watches, 
blend authentic military looks with modern 
technology. We’re talking Swiss quartz 
movements that are incredibly accurate and 
tritium illumination that glows constantly in 
the dark without needing any charging. It’s 
not about abandoning tradition, it’s about 
making these watches even better at what 
they’ve always done best.

TRITIUM ILLUMINATION:  
THE MODERN ADVANTAGE

One of the coolest features of proper 
modern field watches is tritium illumination, 
and it makes a huge difference in real 
use. Most watches with glow-in-the-dark 
features use paint that you need to “charge” 
by exposing it to light. Tritium is completely 
different - it glows constantly for decades 
without ever needing charging.

NITE uses professional-grade tritium tubes 
that provide constant visibility in complete 
darkness for over 20 years. No button-
pushing, no light-charging required, just 
constant, reliable glow.

MODERN PROFESSIONAL 
APPLICATIONS

Field watches aren’t just military history 
pieces. They’re actively used by people who 
need reliable timekeeping in demanding 
jobs. Military personnel still rely on them, but 
you’ll also find field watches on the wrists 
of police officers, firefighters, paramedics, 
outdoor guides, and industrial workers who 
need watches that won’t let them down.

Today’s military operations need watches 
that go beyond traditional field watch specs. 
We’re talking GPS that works properly, 
night vision that doesn’t interfere with your 
equipment, chemical resistance for nasty 
environments, and temperature stability 
from Arctic cold to desert heat. Professional 
civilian roles have expanded well beyond 
traditional military use too.

The appeal extends to civilian life as well. If 
you’re into hiking, camping, or any outdoor 
activities, a field watch makes perfect sense. 
They’re also great for everyday wear if you 
prefer practical, no-nonsense watches that 
focus on function over flash. The clean, 
simple design works well whether you’re in 
work clothes or casual gear.

NITE offers various collections that serve 
all these different users through designs 
that balance authentic military heritage with 
modern performance.

CHOOSING THE BEST FIELD 
WATCH: WHAT TO LOOK FOR

When you’re researching the best field 
watches available today, a few things really 
matter when separating quality options 
from marketing hype. Quality field watch 
makers concentrate on proven reliability 
rather than flashy features or lifestyle 
marketing. Traditional American heritage 
manufacturers offer entry-level options, 
whilst European tactical watch brands 
create specialised military contracts and 
Japanese manufacturers produce robust 
alternatives.

NITE occupies the unique position of 
authentic military heritage combined with 
cutting-edge technology. Unlike mass-
market brands using basic luminous paint, 
or expensive alternatives offering similar 
features at inflated prices, NITE delivers 
genuine military specification watches with 
advanced tritium technology at fair pricing.MX10 NIGHT ON RUBBER STRAP WITH TRITIUM ILLUMINATION

WHAT IS A FIELD WATCH? 
HISTORY & KEY FEATURES 
OF THE MILITARY CLASSIC

NITEWATCHES.COM
READ THE FULL ARTICLE >

MX10 GREEN TRITIUM ILLUMINATION VIALS

MX10 JUNGLE ON RUBBER STRAP
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With our WizWool socks you really get a lot  for the price.  The 
socks are cheaper than our top series,  but both comfort and 
durability are sti l l  at  a really high level .
The WizWool series consists of  three models,  al l  of  which are 
made from certif ied Woolmark wool blends.

• from RRP £29.95

GEOFF ANDERSON
WIZZ WOOL SOCKS
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This monoscope is a revolutionary device that redefines night 

vision technology. Thiscompact and powerful monoscope 

leverages cutting-edge infrared imaging toprovide unparal leled 

clarity and detai l  in low-light conditions.TheRaven Monocular 

boasts a robust and durable design, making it  ideal for a wide 

range ofapplications, from outdoor recreation and wildli fe 

observation to security andsurveil lance. Its l ightweight and 

ergonomic form factor ensures comfortable andextended use. 

RRP - £TBC

RAVEN NIGHT VISION
MONOSCOPE
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The Quest 2 Man bivvy was released in 2017 and since its launch, 
1000’s have been sold with excellent feedback received from our 
customers. Now, this has been upgraded even further for the Mark 
4. Now with fully zipped in groundsheet and inner capsule option 
ensuring the best comfort and keeping out those unwanted bugs 
and wildlife. Comes with the very best 210D 10000HH material 
with blackout lining inside.
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To say carp angl ing has changed over my past  f i f ty  odd years ’ 
part ic ipation would be a  massive understatement .  I ’m not 
about  to  preach the pros and cons of  old against  new,  as  I 
bel ieve that  both have their  merits  in  very dif ferent  ways. 
However,  there are a  few wonderful  things I  loved back then 
that  have become rare to  f ind in  the heady days of  twenty-
f irst  century carp f ishing.
As a  truly  habitual  carp f isher,  I  loved an element of  sol i tude in 
my f ishing,  something that  was much more avai lable  f i f ty  years 
ago in  the form of  af fordable  local  c lub waters .  These types 
of  waters  were often match and pleasure f ishing orientated 
so rarely  night  f ished.  Another attract ion for  me was small 
int imate places  where nerve t ingl ing c lose combat  tact ics 
were possible .  The adrenal in  rush from being so c lose to  your 
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quarry,  seeing,  hearing,  sensing and even smell ing i t  can be 
immense.  I  real ise  that  such places  do st i l l  exist  but  are l ikely 
to  be in  the form of  exclusive c losed shop,  cost  prohibit ive 
syndicates .
Another aspect  so c lose to  my heart  back in  the day was margin 
crust  f ishing for  c looping carp.  Many of  today ’s  carp anglers 
wil l  never have had the opportunity  to  present  a  f loating bait 
to  that  beauti ful  sound of  a  surface feeding carp fol lowed by 
the heart  stopping wrench on the rod when the take occurs . 
To try  and portray the essence of  the magic  that  was avai lable 
to  al l  who were prepared to  look,  I  take you back to  the early/
mid-seventies  and a  water  that  gave al l  the above and some, 
the c lub pond.
I  guess  I  was fortunate l iving in  Kent  at  the t ime with a  host  of 
known carp waters  potential ly  avai lable  to  me.  However,  I  was 
aware of  a  small  pond very c lose to  my home that  was al leged 
to  hold a  few big  carp,  which was of  more than a  l i t t le  interest 
to  me.  The pond was an old brick pit  of  less  than a  couple  of 
acres  nest led in  the middle  of  a  housing estate .  Sounds awful 
I  know,  but  due to  a  high fence,  trees  and dense undergrowth 
you would never know it  existed.  My f irst  recce was in  the 
summer of  1973,  achieved by cl imbing the fence and crawling 
through the bushes.  As  soon as  I  la id  eyes on the place I  knew 
I  had to  get  a  t icket .  Standing on a  high bank looking down was 
this  beauti ful  l i ly  c lad pool  with a  mass of  old tree snags to 
my right ,  I  could make out  a  few dark shapes dri ft ing between 
the old dead branches.  I  c l imbed a  tree above the snags and 
gazed down into the entangled branches to  see a  handful  of 
carp that  appeared to  be in  the twenty-plus bracket .  These 
were very big  f ish in  those days .
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That  recce turned out  to  be a  big  mistake;  I  was seen and 
reported to  the local  workingman’s  c lub that  had the f ishing 
r ights  to  the pond.  I  applied and was promptly  rejected. 
After  an interview with the secretary,  he made i t  c lear  they 
disapproved of  my i l legal  entry,  which I  of  course f lat ly  denied. 
At  the t ime I  was leading a  campaign in  another local  c lub 
for  the use of  three rods on the canal ,  and unfortunately,  he 
knew about  this  too.  With the workingmen’s  c lub being very 
match f ishing orientated,  they total ly  disapproved.  I  am sure 
my involvement in  the three-rod rule  campaign on the canal 
( incidental ly  to  be approved soon after)  was the main reason 
for  my continued reject ion over the next  couple  of  years .  After 
much creeping,  crawling,  begging and pleading,  I  eventual ly 
got  a  t icket  in  late  July  1975.  Ironical ly,  I  went  on to  become 
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f isheries  off icer  a  couple  of  years  later  and worked with them 
for  several  years ,  making various improvements ,  but  that ’s 
another story. 
From my f irst  session on 30 th July  ’75,  I  knew the c lub pond 
was special ;  the ambiance was enough to  cause goose bumps. 
Thoughts  of  a l l  the stories  of  how it  is  haunted and the 
drowning of  a  local  woman who was rumoured to  have sunk 
without  trace to  i ts  bottomless  depths sent  shivers  down my 
spine.  Surrounding trees  and bushes created a  sort  of  cold , 
dark and eerie  atmosphere.  The water  was dark and deep, 
between twenty and thirty  feet  in  the main,  only  shal lowing 
steeply  very c lose in .  There were old dead trees  and branches 
st icking up out  the water  looking almost  threatening,  l ike 
ghostly  f igures emerging from the depths as  the l ight  rapidly 
faded away in  the evening.  The nights  were as  black as  your 
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hat ,  and in  the days of  never using a  torch while  f ishing,  even 
the s implest  of  tasks was dif f icult .  Even the art  of  tying hooks 
after  threading the bait  up the l ine with a  needle  had to  be 
mastered.
I  did not  catch any carp for  what  seemed an age in  spite  of 
doing at  least  three nights  a  week.  What  I  did do was to  learn 
and start  to  get  a  connection with the place .  I  baited steadi ly 
with corn t ight  to  the margins ,  which produced several  tench 
and two carp lost  in  snags .  A few crusts  scattered in  the margin 
l i l ies  late  evening would almost  always result  in  a  vis it  from 
clooping carp at  some point  in  the night .  The big  thing that 
became obvious was that  no one else  seemed to f ish nights  – 
not  once had I  seen another angler  at  night  and only  the odd 
one in  passing when leaving –  absolute  heaven.
14 th August  ‘75,  I  arrived at  the pond early  in  the evening,  and 
as  usual ,  I  had the place to  myself .  The weather was warm, 
very st i l l ,  overcast  and felt  stormy.  I  crept  round to  my swim, 
ful l  of  anticipation,  with 10ft  Hardy R/W glass  rods tackled up 
with 18lb l ine on Michel l  300 reels  al l  ready to  go.  Homemade 
buzzers  on bank st icks  were stealthi ly  pushed in  a  few feet  back 
from the bank.  The f irst  rod,  baited with corn on a  ¼oz l ink 
leger,  was set  with only  about  three feet  of  the rod protruding 
over the water,  no cast ,  just  open the bai l  arm to let  the bait 
drop.  An indicator  cyl inder was set  on a  needle  with the bai l 
open,  and a  handful  of  corn was put  around the hook bait  and 
a  few crusts  in  the marginal  weed.  The second rod was baited 
with crust  and set  on the rest  ready to  drop when a  c looper 
came around in  the night .  I  lay  in  an ex-army sleeping bag on 
the ground beside the rods to  await  events  while  the eerie 
darkness started to  wrap i tsel f  around me. 
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Drift ing in  and out  of  semi s leep,  thoughts  meandering 
between monster  carp and what  may be lurking in  the haunted 
blackness ,  every sound was evaluated.  A movement in  the 
bushes aroused fears  of  ghostly  beings ,  a  splash that  could be 
carp,  then a  massive s lurp very c lose by,  and suddenly I  was 
s itt ing up with heart  pumping.  With my eyes adjusted to  the 
dark,  I  could just  make out  the inky blackness of  the margin 
water  with the darker shapes of  the l i ly  leaves just  vis ible . 
S l ight  humping of  the water  and the sounds of  a  carp moving 
very c lose by raised the adrenal in  pump to new heights ,  hand 
hovering by the rod and shaking uncontrol lably.  S lurp,  bubble , 
s lurp as  more of  the free crust  was engulfed and ripples  ebbed 
out  from beneath the rod t ip .  Hardly  daring to  move,  I  opened 
the bai l  arm,  gently  al lowing my crust  to  kiss  the surface.  With 
one hand on the rod butt  while  the other soft ly  held the l ine , 
t ime seemed to stand st i l l ,  sweat  beads forming in  the hot , 
st i l l  and eerie  midnight  air. 
S lurp,  splash,  crash as  in  a  spl i t  second si lence gave way to 
rod bending,  reel  screaming carnage as  a  leviathan of  the deep 
made i ts  bid for  freedom.  In  a  desperate  attempt to  stop i t 
from reaching nearby snags ,  I  c lamped down and heaved as 
hard as  I  dared,  and there was a  massive crash and commotion 
as  the monster  was stopped and turned over on the surface. 
Al l  became a  complete  blur  as  I  desperately  plunged the net 
into the vicinity  of  the commotion beneath me.  Somehow a 
massive carp f inished up in  the net  and was lying on the grass 
beside me.  Only just  vis ible  in  the darkness ,  I  could make out  i t 
was a  fat  mirror.  Thoughts  of  over  twenty pounds were racing 
through my head as  I  bundled i t  into a  sack and lowered i t 
into a  nearby margin to  await  some l ight  for  weighing and 
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photographs.   The remainder of  the night  dragged without 
s leep or  incident  apart  from the st i l lness  giving way to  a  short , 
v iolent  storm.
At  the f irst  s ign of  l ight ,  I  contacted club off ic ial  who l ived 
nearby to  come and do the weighing and photographs.  Much 
l ike most  of  the c lubs in  the early  days ,  they l iked to  off ic ial ly 
weigh big  f ish for  the records and awarding of  trophies  for  the 
biggest  of  each species  annual ly.  To my del ight  the weight  was 
21lb 1oz,  my f irst  from the c lub pond and also my f irst  over 
twenty from a water  other than the canal .  Also i t  was my best 
to  date  caught  on margin crust .
I  continued to  f ish the c lub pond at  least  two or  three nights  a 
week,  a lmost  always alone for  about  f ive  years  and to  a  lesser 
degree for  a  further  f ive  beyond that  when things changed 
a  great  deal .  Part icularly  during the early  years ,  I  learned 
a  massive amount about  the pond,  i ts  inhabitants  and close 
quarter  watercraft .  I  managed to  catch pretty  much al l  of  i ts 
residents  during the f irst  f ive  years ,  several  of  which were over 
twenty up to  a  best  of  24lb 4oz.  A lot  of  these were caught  on 
margin crust  but  also to  new methods from the very successful 
free l ined single  broad bean to  sel f -developed boi led baits 
and baked f loaters .  In  spite  of  my init ial  problems gaining 
acceptance to  the c lub,  I  did eventual ly  become a  respected 
member of  the committee as  f isheries  off icer,  and just  for  the 
record I  managed to  win the annual  carp trophy at  least  f ive 
t imes.
Such was the c lose proximity of  the f ishing at  t imes that  one 
night  I  had the shock of  my l i fe  when a  carp jumped in  my 
swim,  hit  the rods and knocked them clean off  the rests .  I 
have so many stories  I  could tel l  from those magical  years  at 
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the pond,  excit ing ones ,  some funny,  others  scary,  a  few a  bit 
naughty and some plain serious.  However,  I  reckon I  have over 
egged i t  a  bit  a lready so wil l  c lose with a  recommendation to 
al l ,  new and old al ike:  try  a  bit  of  sol i tary int imacy with Mr. 
Carp –  you may well  fa l l  in  love. 
Bi l l  Phi l l ips ,  BCSG.
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DICK GAYNER

I  was introduced to  Vic  Gi l l ings  by my good fr iend and his , 
Bob Burchett .  Bob and Vic  had known each other for  years 
from the early  days of  carp f ishing on The Tarn pond near 
Farnham,  and also their  brotherhood of  being “teddy boys” 
together in  their  teens.  When I  f irst  knew them,  they both st i l l 
sported the c lassic  DA hairstyle ,  which I  remember Vic  never 
being without . 

Bob and Vic  started to  travel  further  af ield ,  v is it ing, 
amongst  other waters ,  the famous Bi l l ing Aquadrome where 
Vic  managed to  hook one of  i ts  residents .  As  Bob recal ls ,  “We 
were both f ishing a  long,  narrow channel  in  the week when 
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into the dinghy and went  after  i t ,  but  on gett ing over  the top 
of  i t ,  we found it  had transferred the hook into the weed!” 
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They both shared other tales  with me of  their  early  exploits , 
usual ly  whilst  we were ‘ freezing our parts  of f ’  during later 
winter  piking tr ips .  Forgive me for  sharing them here,  but  they 
st i l l  g ive me a  good laugh.  The f irst  concerns one night  f ishing 
at  a  small  remote lake in  Surrey,  when they were disturbed 
by something banging and crashing progressively  along the 
bank towards them in the total  darkness .  Visions of  something 
“otherworldly ”  came to mind as  i t  got  nearer  and nearer. 

Final ly,  in  the early  hours ,  Bob remembers looking down in 
t ime to  see a  large escaped pig  st ick i ts  snout  under the brol ly!  
On another occasion,  Vic ,  having an engineer’s  abi l i ty  to  f ind 
solutions to  problems,  gave us  al l  a  laugh one extremely cold , 
wet  night  at  the end of  a  pike f ishing tr ip  to  the Fens.  I ’ l l  let 
Bob explain… “The windscreen wiper motor on Vic ’s  Rover 
2000 fai led as  we were about  to  return home to South London. 
Vic  threaded a  length of  str ing through the inside of  the car 
and out  of  both quarter  l ights  attaching i t  to  the wiper blades . 
Steve Church,  his  passenger,  was tasked with operating the 
wipers  by pul l ing left  and right  al l  the way back to  London! 
After  these events  both Bob and Steve were reported to  need 
a  change of  underwear!

We al l  f ished together on occasion,  as  we were al l 
members of  the ‘Pawnbrokers  Specimen Group’,  a  s l ightly 
tongue-in-cheek associat ion of  l ikeminded fr iends. 
I t  was a  lot  of  fun sharing t ime together,  and we met 
some wonderful  people  both f ishing and social is ing.  
Vic  sadly  died suddenly in  his  late  fort ies ,  and his  f ishing tackle 
was sold/given to  his  associates  by his  widow.  Although I  knew 
him reasonably well ,  we weren’t  that  c lose ,  so  no keepsakes 
came my way,  and by that  t ime carp f ishing was not  something 
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in  which I  was involved.  However,  a  chance conversation, 
whilst  attempting to  obtain a  pair  of  ‘o ld  school ’  f ibreglass 
rods a  couple  of  years  ago from our mutual  fr iend,  Geoff  Hoad, 
brought  an unexpected reward.  Whilst  Geoff  was hunting 
through his  col lect ion,  he emerged with a  pair  of  rods in  c loth 
bags .  “Have a  look at  those,”  he said .  Inspection revealed two 
rods bearing Vic ’s  name and both bui lt  by the team of  Bruce 
Ashby and Mike Harris .  I  left  that  afternoon with a  pair  of  rods 
that  I  was original ly  after,  together with a  generous gi f t  of  one 
of  Vic ’s  rods as  a  keepsake of  days gone by.  Thanks again,  Geoff .  
On further inspection at  home,  I  found the rod,  one of  the 
renowned ‘Ashby Specials ’,  to  be in  great  condit ion with only 
minor blemishes in  the varnish and the original  s ingle- leg Fuj i 
r ings undamaged .  I t  bore the number ‘6 ’  at  the spigot  and 
Vic ’s  name,  in  the unmistakable  writ ing of  Mike Harris ,  but 
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not  the ‘Ashby Special ’  name,  which others  examples  have.  I 
was understandably del ighted and swore to  take this  rod out , 
with an appropriate  reel ,  and to  put  a  bend in  i t  in  Vic ’s  name.

Time passed,  and the opportunity  didn’t  arise .  However,  one 
Sunday evening,  a  strange thing occurred.  I t ’s  fair  to  say that 
I  do trawl  the pages of  a  wel l -known Internet  auction site 
from t ime to  t ime… definitely  more than I  should… I  never 
look at  carp rods,  as  I  don’t  have that  much interest  these 
days ,  but  that  night ,  for  some reason,  I  did .  An i tem caught 
my eye,  l isted as  “Pair  of  vintage carp rods –  Sundridge ‘Vic 
Gi l l ings ’”  with a  ‘buy i t  now ’  price  that  wouldn’t  tax  the bank 
account .  A study of  the pictures  (and rods are never easy to 
photograph) showed two in  Sundridge rod bags ,  and a  picture 
of  the writ ing on the blank.  I t  was the same as  the one I  had 
been given!  I  bought  them immediately.

LEE GRIFFINBILL PHILLIPSDICK GAYNER
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They duly arrived,  were hasti ly unwrapped,  and I  could confirm 
that  not  only  were they a  pair  of  ‘Ashby Specials ’  bearing Vic ’s 
name,  in  Mike’s  hand,  but  they were consecutively  numbered. 
Rods 5 ,  6  and 7 were back together!  The term serendipitous 
came to mind.  I  couldn’t  bel ieve i t  and st i l l  don’t .  Just  what 
are the chances of  this  happening? I  should have gone out  and 
bought  a  lottery t icket  there and then!

The condit ion of  this  pair  was not  great;  they had had more 
use,  but  i t  was purely  cosmetic .  I  soon went  about  a  gentle 
refurbishment so as  not  to  remove the ‘hands’  that  original ly 
bui l t  them,  not  even removing the s l ightly  bubbled vanish. 
The only  alteration was to  replace the original  f ly  rod type t ip 
r ings ,  which I  guess  Vic  had specif ied,  with more conventional 
ones which are less  prone to  tangle  when casting.  One s l ight 
di f ference in  the rods was that  the whipping on the t ip  sect ions 
was a  s l ightly  di f ferent  colour to  the butts .  I t  was not  fading, 
and they are al l  the same.  My guess  is  that  Bruce whipped the 
t ips  and Mike,  who also turned the cork handles ,  whipped the 
butts ,  and the s i lk  didn’t  match,  but  we wil l  never know for 
sure,  and i t  just  adds to  their  character. 

So what  was their  history other  than what  we already knew? 
First ly,  they were what  we think are the third incarnation of 
these rods,  being s l ightly  more powerful  than the originals  and 
six  inches longer.  The f irst  of  these rods were the iconic  ‘yel low ’ 
blanks,  bui l t  by Conoflex to  Bruce and Mike’s  specif icat ion.  I 
have to  admit  that  when I  was shown these rods by Bruce and 
Mike years  ago,  I  thought  they were havin’  a  laugh,  as  they 
were so soft ,  and I  mean SOFT.  The rods I  have,  the blanks of 
which were also bui lt  by Conoflex but  using a  polyester  glass 
system,  have a  s l im,  30in cork handle .  Interestingly  they were 

LEE GRIFFINBILL PHILLIPSDICK GAYNER



F R E E L I N E   5 0F R E E L I N E   5 0

They duly arrived,  were hasti ly unwrapped,  and I  could confirm 
that  not  only  were they a  pair  of  ‘Ashby Specials ’  bearing Vic ’s 
name,  in  Mike’s  hand,  but  they were consecutively  numbered. 
Rods 5 ,  6  and 7 were back together!  The term serendipitous 
came to mind.  I  couldn’t  bel ieve i t  and st i l l  don’t .  Just  what 
are the chances of  this  happening? I  should have gone out  and 
bought  a  lottery t icket  there and then!

The condit ion of  this  pair  was not  great;  they had had more 
use,  but  i t  was purely  cosmetic .  I  soon went  about  a  gentle 
refurbishment so as  not  to  remove the ‘hands’  that  original ly 
bui l t  them,  not  even removing the s l ightly  bubbled vanish. 
The only  alteration was to  replace the original  f ly  rod type t ip 
r ings ,  which I  guess  Vic  had specif ied,  with more conventional 
ones which are less  prone to  tangle  when casting.  One s l ight 
di f ference in  the rods was that  the whipping on the t ip  sect ions 
was a  s l ightly  di f ferent  colour to  the butts .  I t  was not  fading, 
and they are al l  the same.  My guess  is  that  Bruce whipped the 
t ips  and Mike,  who also turned the cork handles ,  whipped the 
butts ,  and the s i lk  didn’t  match,  but  we wil l  never know for 
sure,  and i t  just  adds to  their  character. 

So what  was their  history other  than what  we already knew? 
First ly,  they were what  we think are the third incarnation of 
these rods,  being s l ightly  more powerful  than the originals  and 
six  inches longer.  The f irst  of  these rods were the iconic  ‘yel low ’ 
blanks,  bui l t  by Conoflex to  Bruce and Mike’s  specif icat ion.  I 
have to  admit  that  when I  was shown these rods by Bruce and 
Mike years  ago,  I  thought  they were havin’  a  laugh,  as  they 
were so soft ,  and I  mean SOFT.  The rods I  have,  the blanks of 
which were also bui lt  by Conoflex but  using a  polyester  glass 
system,  have a  s l im,  30in cork handle .  Interestingly  they were 

LEE GRIFFINBILL PHILLIPSDICK GAYNER

F R E E L I N E   5 1

LEE GRIFFINBILL PHILLIPSDICK GAYNER



F R E E L I N E   5 2F R E E L I N E   5 2

not  a  favourite  of  Mike Harris ,  as  he explained in  the book 
“Carp County ”.

As with al l  things historic ,  when in  doubt ,  consult  the oracle: 
Chris  Bal l .  Chris  was as  gushing as  ever  in  his  excitement when 
he handled the rods last  year.  Whilst  we cannot  be certain , 
we felt  that  given the t ime they we bui lt ,  Vic  could well  have 
tamed his  37lb f ish ,  known as  ‘Lucky ’,  from Ashlea Pool  on 
one of  these three.  However,  a  recent  conversation with Bob 
Burchett ,  revealed that  Vic ,  who caught  the f ish twice(!) ,  once 
at  32lb,  had possibly  been using the even l ighter  yel low rods! 
Many of  you may have seen the video and interview of  Vic  by 
Kevin Maddocks tel l ing the story of  the capture.  Whatever the 
case ,  and knowing how weedy that  water  was at  the t ime,  i t 
was quite  an achievement on any rod of  that  power.

So this  left  one issue unresolved –  to  take the rods out  and to 
put  a  bend in  them for  old t ime’s  sake.  A few t imes I  thought 
about  going somewhere local  and catch a  ‘pastie ’  on one of 
them,  but  somehow it  didn’t  seem right .  Then in  May this  year 
I  had the opportunity  to  f ish a  water  at  the invitat ion of  an old 
fr iend.  Along with far  too much tackle ,  I  took two of  these three 
rods along and a  pair  of  ABU Cardinal  55s ,  freshly  serviced by 
Martin Stone.  Vic  certainly  used 55s,  and that ’s  a  story in  i ts 
own right ,  but  for  brevity,  we’ l l  skim over i t  here .  My tr ip  was 
mostly  uneventful ,  just  a  pleasant  opportunity  to  relax and 
chew things over  with old fr iends during a  very warm spel l 
of  weather.  The f ish ,  for  the most  part ,  were unimpressed and 
more concerned with procreation. 

After  a  second,  uneventful  night ,  I  found a  small  group of  f ish 
looking l ike they might  be more interested in  feeding.  Now was 
the opportunity  to  use the Ashbys,  as  the range and location 
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was about  r ight .  After  discovering that  cast ing with soft  glass 
rods is  a  technique that  I  had al l  but  lost ,  I  eventual ly  had 
baits  in  the r ight  area,  and thirty  minutes  later,  I  was attached 
to  an extremely angry carp that  taxed the old rod and reel  to 
the maximum. They were not  found wanting.  My prize was 
a  handsome male f ish ,  ful l  with spawning adrenal ine,  a  tad 
under 27lbs and a  batt le  that  wil l  certainly  l ive  long in  the 
memory.  My only  sadness was that  others  who knew Vic  were 
not  there to  witness  the event .  I t  did cross  my mind,  however, 
that  three departed anglers  might  be having a  wry smile  at 
my expense as  that  f ish proceeded to  drag me round the pond 
in  the most  determined fashion!  Now they are back together, 
these rods wil l  certainly  be out  again in  the future. 
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WORMLEYBURYWORMLEYBURY
MANORMANOR

PAUL WILKINSON

Wormleybury Manor is  a  large beauti ful  grade 1 l isted estate 
manor that  dates  back to  1525.  The house was replaced in 
1734 and was known as  the Old House.  The lake was actual ly 
at  this  t ime a  canal  basin that  was connected to  the River  Lea. 
I t  wasn’t  unti l  1767 when the Old House was demolished to 
make way for  the exist ing property of  today,  bui l t  by Robert 
Mylne,  that  the lake changed.  As  well  as  the new house,  the 
gardens underwent change.  The lake became separated from 
the River  Lea and was s luiced at  one end and also an is land 
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removed.  The lake was a  crescent  shape of  around f ive acres 
and at  i ts  widest  point ,  approx.  65/70 yards.  The woods on 
one side of  the property date  back to  the Doomsday Book and 
are known as  Snake Wood.

Looking out  from the house across  the lake is  a  large stone 
urn,  which is  actual ly  a  cup from a horse race,  won from a 
racehorse owned from a previous owner.  The urn was erected 
around 1770.  The house has had many owners over the years  i t 
has  stood but  is  now owned by Graham Barnes who purchased 
the property in  the 1960s.  Graham ran the main house as  a 
guest  house to  tourists  for  many years ,  and the lake was run 
as  one very special  carp syndicate  up unti l  around 1994/95 
when Graham redeveloped the main house into private  f lats 
and apartments .

The syndicate  at  this  point  ceased to  exist  for  a  short  t ime, 
but  was opened as  a  day t icket  f ishery.  The day t icket  s i tuation 
did not  last  long due to  how people  treated the place .  There 
was no way Graham would al low something l ike this  to  happen 
in  what  was real ly  his  back garden.  So with people  abusing 
the place and poaching the lake at  night ,  a l l  f ishing ceased on 
the lake to  the public .

Around 1996/97 a  good fr iend and a  former owner of  DT/
Cotswold Baits ,  Chris  Nicoloau,  aka Stud,  received a  cal l  from 
Graham Barnes asking him to form a very small  int imate 
syndicate  to  look after  the lake and to  act  as  security  for  the 
water  to  combat  the poaching.  The syndicate  was made up of 
f ive  anglers:  Chris  Nicoloau,  Phi l  Manuel ,  Robert  Kirby,  Jef f 
and Brian.  In  1998,  I  was lucky enough to  be added to  the 
exist ing syndicate  along with Sam Nicoloau,  and in  2000 there 
was another addit ion,  my big  brother Kevin Wilkinson.
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and Brian.  In  1998,  I  was lucky enough to  be added to  the 
exist ing syndicate  along with Sam Nicoloau,  and in  2000 there 
was another addit ion,  my big  brother Kevin Wilkinson.
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There was also a  family  fr iend to  Graham Barnes that  was 

also al lowed to  f ish along with the syndicate ,  and his  name was 
Mark Lambourne.  This  made the syndicate  complete  with nine 
anglers  but  only  al lowing four anglers  to  f ish at  any one t ime. 
The cost  of  admission to  the syndicate  was 28 passport  photos 
that  were to  act  as  ID to  the syndicate  members for  people 
that  were residents  to  the main house and the gardeners .

I  f irst  f ished Wormleybury in 1985 when I  was 14 years old. 
It  wasn’t  until  1986 when I  had my first  Wormleybury carp,  a 
mirror known as Two Scales at  25lb 12oz,  caught from a swim 
known as Gertie’s .  My brother Kevin,  that same morning… well , 
in fact  ten minutes later,  caught Fatty at  26lb.  It ’s  just  a shame I 
haven’t  got a photo of  that to hand of  two brothers both sharing 
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a common interest for the love of  carp for this article.  That 
year,  I  went on to catch the elusive Koi Common at over 12lb 
and later on the jewel of  the lake,  Clare the Common, at  25lb 
12oz on a single tiger nut from a swim known as Lee’s Swim.

I  wanted to  catch Clare so much,  i t  was unreal .  I  can st i l l 
remember the run,  the f ight  and what  happened next  –  the rod 
r ipping off ,  my Abu 155,  handle  churning,  buzzer  screaming 
and the hard sol id  f ight  that  fol lowed unti l  she was mine in 
the net  and that  f irst  look in  the net ,  with heart  pounding and 
punching the air  with joy.  I ’m sure you’ve al l  had that  moment 
and that  feel ing.

I  ran up to  Kev ’s  swim,  shouting,  “Kev,  I ’ve  got  Clare!”  “Yeah, 
r ight … ****  off !”  was his  reply.  So I  ran up to  Trever Chinnery 
who was set  up in  the Conker Tree swim.  “Trev,  I ’ve  got  Clare!” 
“Yeah,  r ight … ****  off ,  Paul!”  was his  reply  too.  “No,  mate… 
I  real ly  have got  her;  I ’m not  joking this  t ime,  mate!”  Trev 
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walked back to  my swim and on the way back,  Kev piped up: 
“Has he got  i t ,  Trev.  He better  had,  as  he woke me up!”  So, 
with Kev in  tow and back in  my swim,  there she was in  my net , 
safely  in  the margin.  “That ’s  Clare alr ight ,”  said Kev ’s  face , 
and his  was a  picture.  He too wanted Clare l ike many others . 
I ’ l l  never forget  that  capture –  that  one is  locked away for  the 
rest  of  my days .

Over the years ,  before and during my t ime there,  there have 
been some great  anglers ,  some of  them very well -known and 
some not  so ,  but  st i l l  very good thinking anglers .  The late  Rob 
Hutchinson,  Kevin Maddocks,  Peter  Mohan and Alan Downie 
have al l  had a  go on there in  the early  days with Alan Downie 
holding the lake record mirror,  a  mirror  named Spike at  36lbs . 
Kevin Maddocks described his  t ime on there as  hard work 
and considered i t  to  be one of  the most  di f f icult  lakes he has 
f ished,  even rat ing i t  in  his  Beekay Guide to  Carp Waters  as 
very dif f icult .

The lake is  a  stunning crescent  shaped,  l ike  the canal  i t  once 
was.  Ful l  of  reeds,  l i l ies  and snags with overhanging trees , 
bushes and wil lows.  The lake was around 2ft  to  4ft  in  most 
places  and sl ightly  deeper through middle  to  4 .5ft ,  which was 
possibly  an old r iver  run.  There were some gravel  areas c lose 
in  but  general ly  i t  was extremely s i l ty  l ike  most  estate  lakes 
with in  fact  400-plus years  of  s i l t  in .

Wormleybury was truly  a  beauti ful  place to  be with foxes , 
badgers  and deer roaming the forest  at  night .  That  was an 
experience f ishing out  in  the woods,  as  i t  was extremely 
eerie  and at  night  –  that  black that  you could not  make out 
anything,  not  even your hand.  Al l  the swims were named,  and 
even though there were 17 or  more they did not  interfere with 
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each other,  but  i f  they did ,  there was that  mutual  respect  to 
leave that  swim be –  something lacking in  today ’s  scene –  a  bit 
of  good old-fashioned carp et iquette . 

I  wil l  try  to  remember al l  of  the swims,  and i f  I  miss  any, 
I  am sure Stud or  Phi l  wil l  pick me up on i t .  Start ing on the 
House Bank,  the Reeds fol lowed by the Gate Swim,  the Bench, 
Gerties ,  House Wil low,  Lee’s  Swim,  Dead Tree,  The Conker and 
Sluice ,  and the Field Bank leading towards the woods –  Field 
Bank Reeds,  Field Gap,  the St i le .  The swims in  the woods were 
the Monument ,  S lugs ,  Woods Wil low,  and Pads and Gap.

I  wil l  a lso name the f ish the best  I  can and most  of  the named 
f ish were the result  of  Alan Downie,  Trevor Chinnery,  Chris 
and Phi l .  I  a lso named a  couple  myself  in  later  years .

Mirrors Commons
Spike
Egor
Lumps
Bumps
Bridgette
Paddy
Little Scales
Two Scales
Little Two Scales
Son of Ygor
Moonscale
The Perch
Woody
Glen
Brian’s Mirror
The Original
Banana Fish

Clare
Phil’s common (as I know it)
The Twins (two commons)
Long Common
Arthur Scargill
Maddocks Wildie (the common that Lenny 
Middleton tested the hair rig on)
The Koi
Peach Common
Houdini
Wildie Common

There were other  mirrors  that  started to  come through in 
later  years  that  did not  receive names.  I  named two mirrors 
though:  Nude Mirror  and another one I  cal led Bubbles ,  as  i t 
had a  weird bubble  of  skin near  i ts  gi l l  plate . 
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So we come to the season of  1999,  and I  arrived at  the lake 
on June 15 th around midday.  The only  other  angler  on was Big 
Phi l .  I  was al l  gunned up to  f ish the Dead Tree or  Gertie ’s . 
Whilst  I  unloaded the van and got  my tackle  onto the barrow, 
the excitement that  I  was back in  Wormleybury after  the three-
month closed season was unreal .  I  can remember pushing the 
barrow through the path leading through the rhododendrons 
and onto the House Bank and stopping for  a  moment just  to 
take the lake in .  I  started walking towards Gertie ’s  and parked 
the barrow up and walked down to the Dead Tree,  but  the 
f ish just  weren’t  there.  I  went  back to  Gertie ’s ,  looking in  the 
abundance of  pads,  and I  noticed a  couple  of  f ish just  s i tt ing 
there.  Then,  crash… one went  airborne.  I  quickly  walked 
towards the Bench swim,  and one had crashed out  in  the front 
of  the Field Gap swim,  a  swim where Alan Downie banked the 
elusive Long Common,  the only  capture I  know of  this  f ish . 

I  walked around the lake and cl imbed a  tree overlooking the 
main set  of  pads.  I  couldn’t  bel ieve i t  –  pretty  much al l  the 
A-l isters  were present  in  the pads,  a  couple  of  them ripping 
away at  the bottom,  so that  was sett led!  The two swims I  had 
been bait ing were blown out  in  favour of  f ishing the Bench 
Swim.  I t  was better  f ishing the Pads and Gap from the Bench 
swim due to  better  presentation of  the r igs  and l ine lay.

Back at  the swim,  I  got  set  up and rods r igged up with hinged 
stuff  r igs  with running leads on an ESP leadcore leader.  I 
donned my chest  waders  and went  around the other  s ide to 
bait  up the three spots .  Big  Phi l  turned up and went  in  the 
f ie ld  under the trees ,  as  f ish were in  that  area too.

Later  that  evening,  the rods went  out  around 21.00,  as  we 
were al lowed to  get  our rods out  before dark.  I ’d  put  at  least 
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5kg of  boi l ie  and the same in  pel let  over  the three areas .  The 
night  passed with no bites  unti l  5 .30am when the r ight  hand 
rod melted off ,  with the poor Cardinal  55’s  c lutch screaming. 
I  hit  into the f ish ,  the water  erupted,  and the f ish managed to 
get  into the pads.  After  a  bit  of  a  tug-of-war,  the f ish was free 
and out  into open water.  I  knew it  was a  good’un,  as  i t  fe lt 
heavy and was plodding about  unti l  she got  into the margins , 
and there she was,  the queen of  the lake,  Clare the Common, 
and she looked big .  I  had her  the previous year  at  just  over 
32lbs ,  and she looked bigger.  Phi l  was already walking round, 
and once in  the swim,  we l i f ted her  out  onto the mat .  After 
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weighing,  she had sett led the scales  at  just  over 35lbs .  I 
couldn’t  bel ieve i t .  From f irst  catching her  back in  1986,  i t  was 
some 13 years  later,  she was over 35lbs and a  new PB common 
and lake record common.  Phi l  congratulated me and did the 
honours with the Canon,  and then she was gently  s l ipped back 
into her  watery home. 

So,  June 16 th,  and I  had bagged Clare –  I  fe lt  I  was f loating on 
air.  With the rod back out  on the chosen spot  and more bait 
back out  there,  I  didn’t  have to  wait  long to  have another bite . 
This  t ime i t  was Woody,  a  stunning prehistoric  mirror  probably 
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spawned from the original  stock at  just  over  17lbs ,  and again, 
once several  photos had been taken and I ’d  baited up again,  the 
t ime had f lown to around midday.  Just  after  midday,  I  received 
another bite ,  and after  another epic  batt le ,  another mirror  lay 
on the mat  at  25lbs .  I t  looked l ike the Perch,  but  I  was unsure, 
as  the Perch was normally  around the 30lb barrier. 

I  was s itt ing there having a  brew and passing t ime,  looking 
out  across  the lake thinking to  myself ,  what  a  day of  a l l  days – 
June 16 th.  What  a  session!  Just  as  the sun started melt ing away, 
turning cooler  in  the evening,  crash… just  over  the middle  rod, 
fol lowed by a  bloody great  big  f izz  over the top of  my middle 
rod.  Before the alarm signal led,  there was an almighty swirl 
over  the area.  I  was on that  rod quicker than a  f ly  on shit ,  and 
I  was in .  This  t ime I  knew I  had another big  old girl ,  and the 
batt le  commenced.  I  knew by the f ight  what  I  had hooked.  I 
was thinking I  had got  Ygor,  and this  old brute knows how to 
f ight ,  bel ieve me.  Again,  Phi l  walked around to  do the honours , 
and the scales  sett led at  just  over  32lbs .  What  an unbelievable 
session,  and I  st i l l  had four nights  left  in  front  of  me.

In between my bites ,  I  did make the journey around the Phi l ’s 
swim on a  couple  of  occasions,  as  Phi l  had managed to  bag 
Litt le  Two Scales  at  25lb-plus ,  and I  am sure i t  was Maddocks’ 
Wildie  Common,  just  into double  f igures .  So I  am told this 
Wildie  Common was put  into Wormleybury after  the much 
talked about  test ing of  Lenny Middleton’s  hair  r ig .   Phi l  said , 
“ I  might  as  wel l  s i t  with you instead of  keep walking around to 
you doing a  David Bai ley.”  We sat  there laughing,  and a  short 
while  later,  I  walked back to  his  swim.  Just  as  he got  back and 
looked across  the lake,  I  was already in  again.  I  was laughing 
across  the lake,  and back he came again.  By the t ime I  landed 
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f ight ,  bel ieve me.  Again,  Phi l  walked around to  do the honours , 
and the scales  sett led at  just  over  32lbs .  What  an unbelievable 
session,  and I  st i l l  had four nights  left  in  front  of  me.

In between my bites ,  I  did make the journey around the Phi l ’s 
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while  later,  I  walked back to  his  swim.  Just  as  he got  back and 
looked across  the lake,  I  was already in  again.  I  was laughing 
across  the lake,  and back he came again.  By the t ime I  landed 
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the f ish ,  i t  was on the last  knocking of  l ight ,  so  I  kept  the f ish 
in  the net  and got  the rod and baited back up –  sorted!  Now it 
was t ime for  the pictures . 

At  this  point ,  I  was st i l l  not  aware of  what  I ’d  caught ,  and 
l i f t ing the f ish out ,  I  thought ,  yes  –  i t ’s  another big  one.  Peel ing 
back the net ,  Phi l  and I  instantly  recognised the culprit  as 
Lumps,  and at  33lb-plus ,  I  was overwhelmed.  Three 30s,  a  20 
and Litt le  Woody al l  on June 16 th –  unreal  and unheard of !

The fol lowing day,  I  managed a  small  double  common for 
my efforts ,  and I ’d  managed to  get  though 10kg of  pel let  and 
almost  10kg of  boi l ie  in  two days .  With only  5kg of  pel let  and 
5kg of  boi l ie  left ,  I  thought  i f  i t  kicks  off  again,  I ’ l l  be  short  of 
boi l ies ,  so  I ’d  better  cal l  Stud to  bring over some more.

On June 18 th I  baited heavi ly,  putt ing half  of  everything I 
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had left  in  but  only  managed another small  common.  I  noticed 
some of  the f ish had moved from the area to  the pads in  front 
of  Gertie ’s ,  so  I  left  two rods out  towards my original  area and 
moved on to  Gertie ’s .  I  baited up with the remainder of  the 
b a i t ,  just  over  the  back  of  a  smal l  hump in  the  margin .  I  le f t 
a l l  the  l ines  out  to  the  rest  o f  the  areas  for  a  couple  of  hours . 
I  ca l led  St ud  an d sa i d  that  I  needed more  boi l ie  and pel let , 
b ut  he  had  run  out  o f  p e l let .  He  sa id ,   “ I ’ l l  br ing  the  boi l ies 
l a ter,  mate .”
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So I  took a  tr ip  to  Simpsons,  and to  think I  had to  pay Jack 
£20 for  10kg of  pel let  brought  a  tear  to  my eye.  Back at  the 
lake,  I  sorted out  new st i f f  hinged rigs  and plopped them back 
out  there.  The fol lowing afternoon,  the rod that  was c lose in  in 
Gertie ’s  swim tore off ,  and after  a  short  f ight ,  I  had a  chunky 
common in the net  that  I  did not  recognise unti l  I  found a 
picture of  Phi l  holding i t .  I  cal led Phi l ’s  Common.  She had a 
long,  s loping head and was in  mint  condit ion,  and up on the 
scales  she went  31lbs .  I  had to  sack her  up in  the shade,  as  my 
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personal  photographer,  Phi l ,  had gone home,  so I  cal led upon 
an old fr iend,  Andy Jenkins ,  to  come over to  do the pictures 
for  me.  So,  just  a  quick recap,  I  had seven f ish over a  f ive-day 
session:  four 30s,  one 20 and two doubles .  What  an opening 
week for  me!

A couple  of  weeks later,  I  was back and raring to  go and 
found a  small  group of  f ish held up in  Gertie ’s  pads.  I  decided 
to  f ish for  them from the other  s ide of  the lake,  f ishing from 
the St i le  swim.  This  would al low a better  angle  for  l ine lay and 
for  gett ing the f ish away from the mass of  pads.  The bait  again 
was Pukka Fish and pel lets .  Rods out  and ready to  go,  I  sat 
back taking in  the beauty of  Wormley.  Looking out  across  the 
lake looking up at  the Old House,  a l l  I  could see was a  picture 
postcard moment .  The f irst  night  went  without  any act ivity 
at  a l l ,  but  waking up at  f irst  l ight ,  a  carp crashed out  of  the 
water  over my middle  rod –  a  bloody great  crash with r ipples 
disturbing the f lat  calm water  r ight  across  the lake.  The coots 
were going mental .  Around midday,  Stud came over to  say hel lo 
and to  have a  chat  and a  cuppa.  As  we were standing there,  the 
middle  rod was away,  and I  hit  into a  powerful  f ish ,  the l i ly 
pads exploding everywhere from one angry carp.

With the chest  waders  on,  I  was out  there in  the lake with 
the net  at  the ready,  and around ten minutes  later,  after  a  hard 
batt le  was fought ,  she was in  the net  and looked a  good weight . 
As  I  got  back to  dry land,  I  was greeted by Stud and Graham 
Barnes,  who was passing whilst  walking his  dog.  Once she was 
on the mat ,  Stud said ,  “That ’s  the Perch –  she always holds 
her  dorsal  f in  up.”  On the scales ,  she went  just  shy of  32lbs . 
“Bri l l iant ,”  said Graham,  and after  many pictures ,  I  released 
her  back into her  watery home. 
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I  was just  gett ing out  of  the lake,  and the left  hand rod was 
away!  WTF? I  could hear Graham saying to  Stud,  “Bl imey!”  Once 
again,  I  was back in  the lake doing batt le  with yet  another of 
Wormleybury ’s  jewels .  After  another hard f ight ,  I  saw it  rol l 
for  the f irst  t ime,  and without  any doubt  I  knew what  I  had on. 
I t  was the awesome Moonscale ,  which was an extremely rare 
visitor  to  the bank.  Once on the scales ,  she pul led the needle 
around to  28lb 14oz,  which is  the biggest  I  have known her to 
be,  and this  was only  her  f i f th  capture at  the t ime.  Stud and 
Graham were both congratulat ing me on my brace,  which was 
al l  inside of  40 minutes .  The rest  of  the session passed without 
any further  act ion,  but  that  didn’t  bother me in  the s l ightest . 
Over the next  two months,  I  managed another f ive  f ish ,  a  couple 
of  repeats  and a  new common of  25lb-plus ,  which was another 
original  from original  stock that  I  christened Bubble ,  and she 
weighed in  at  23lbs . 

I  returned in  m i d-Sep tember  a f ter  having  a  l i t t le  break ,  and 
on  my f i rst  sess ion  back ,  again  f i shing  from the  St i le  swim, 
I  managed to  ban k a  f i sh  that  I  knew as  Br ian’s  F ish  at  over 
2 6 bs .  Back  at  the  lake  the  fo l lowing  week and a f ter  a  good 
l ook  around,  I  n ot iced  the  conker  tree  bobbing  up  and down! 
I  shot  round the  lake  i n to  the  woods  and as  s i lent  as  I  could 
b e  c l imbed up  the  tr un k of  the  tree  that  s loped out  over  the 
l a ke .  L ight  levels  o f  the  water  were  not  great ,  but  once  above 
the  branch that  drap es  out  into  the  lake ,  I  saw a  couple  of 
f i sh  rubbin g  them selves  up  on  the  branch . ,  hence  why we 
c a l l  that  swim  the  Con ker.  I f  the  f i sh  were  there ,  that  branch 
a lways  moved.

So with my home set  up and rods out  for  the weekend,  i t  was 
perfect ,  and what  more could I  ask for?  With my confidence 
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zooming through the roof  from my previous visits ,  I  knew I 
wouldn’t  blank.  The f irst  night  passed without  a  snif f .  On the 
Saturday,  Stud came over to  do a  night .  I  wanted to  get  my 
bait  just  round the back of  a  bush,  but  a  branch stopped this 
from happening.  Just  another foot  or  so from f ishing in  some 
real  shitty  s i l t  to  gravel ,  i t  had to  be done.  Stud had his  bait 
boat  and kindly  put  my bait  r ight  where I  wanted i t .  Saturday 
night  passed with no act ion,  and I  wasn’t  thinking of  my f irst 
blank.  By midday the sun was up,  and i t  was bloody hot ,  so  I 
thought  I ’d  cal l  i t  a  day.  After  packing up the home,  I  la id  my 
rods down and started packing away my buzzers .  Stud was 
stood by talking as  I  was packing up,  and just  as  I  looked 
around,  a  massive bow wave moved off  the bush,  fol lowed by 
my rod pul l ing round on the deck!  Bang… I  was in!  After  an 
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epic  batt le ,  a  mint  of  a  common lay in  my net .  On the scales 
she went  over 28lbs ,  and I  named her the Peach.  Stud took the 
pics ,  and away she went .  A blank was therefore saved by just 
moving the hook bait  no more than a  couple  of  feet ,  and the 
boat  came in  handy.  I  left  one happy bunny.  So from June to 
September,  I  hadn’t  blanked once.

In October, I  only managed two sessions, and the first was a 
blank. On the second I had an unknown mirror, and I named her 
the Nude Mirror, almost a leather with just a small amount near 
its wrist and one at the top of its gill  plate, and that went 22lbs

I  stopped f ishing after  my last  session in  October,  dri f t ing 
over to  another small  pit  for  November and December,  but 
i t  was the beginning of  February 2000 before I  was walking 
the banks of  Wormleybury again.  I  headed for  the Dead Tree 
swim,  an area which was always a  good choice for  a  winter 
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bite  i f  you could get  one that  is .  The bait  was st i l l  Pukka Fish, 
just  removing the salmon oi l ,  but  I  was glugging the bait  with 
DNA lactose and lett ing them dry.  The bait  used to  look l ike 
i t  had loads of  dry crystals  over i t  once the DNA had set ,  but 
once in  the water,  each individual  bait  came to l i fe .

I  c a s t  o u t  t o  t h e  u s u a l  s p o t s ,  a ro u n d  3 0  b a i t s  we re  p l o p p e d 
i n  t h e  s w i m ,  a n d  I  wa s  b a c k  a n d  l ov i n g  i t .  T h e  r i g s  t h a t  I  wa s 
u s i n g  fo r  my  w i n t e r  f i s h i n g  we re  b a s i c a l ly  w h a t  e ve r yo n e 
n o w  c a l l s  t h e  c h o d !  O n  my  s e c o n d  n i g h t ,  I  m a n a g e d  a  f i s h 
t h a t  I  p h o t o g ra p h e d  fo r  P h i l  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  s e a s o n ,  a  re a l 
o l d  l o o k i n g  wa r r i o r  c a l l e d  L i t t l e  Two  S c a l e s ,  a n d  s h e  we n t 
2 9 l b s  1 4 o z .  I  wa s  a b s o l u t e ly  m a d e  u p ,  a n d  my  b ro t h e r  M i c k 
c a m e  ove r  t o  p h o t o g ra p h  t h a t  o n e .  T h a t  wa s  my  l a s t  f i s h 
o f  t h e  s e a s o n ,  a n d  w h a t  a n  u n b e l i eva b l e  s e a s o n  i t  wa s  t o o 
–  m e m o r i e s  fo r  a  l i fe t i m e .

I  hope you the readers  have enjoyed reading this  as  much as 
I  have writ ing i t .  I  would also l ike to  thank my brother Kevin 
for  gett ing me into carp f ishing at  the tender age of  ten years 
old ,  and some 37 years  later,  I ’m st i l l  at  i t .  I  would also l ike 
to  thank Chris  Nicoloau for  al lowing me to  become a  member 
of  the syndicate  again back in  1998,  and cheers  to  Studly and 
also to  Rob Maylin for  asking me to  write  another old school 
art ic le  for  yet  another iconic  mag dedicated to  the memory of 
the late  Rod Hutchinson.

I  would l ike to  dedicate  this  art ic le  to  Graham Barnes who was 
an absolute  legend.  Without  him al lowing me on Wormleybury, 
this  incredible  season of  1999 would never have happened. 
Graham sadly passed away this  year,  and Wormleybury Manor 
wil l  never be the same without  you.

RIP,  Graham.

PAUL WILKINSON
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RICHARD SKIDMORE

Out there in  the darkness ,  the monsters  had been on the 
move.  Huge crashes in  the dead of  night  had disturbed me on 
and off  from my slumber.  I  was set  up in  the most  famous spot 
on the small  three-acre water,  the Wil low Pitch.  The mist  was 
s lowly c learing,  and as  I  glanced over to  my right ,  I  could just 
make out  the ancient  oak rai l  running the length of  the dam. 
Jack Hilton was set  up on the far  bank f ishing up towards the 
shal lows in  the 35 Pitch,  and Bi l l  Quinlan was across  the pool 
in  the Evening Pitch,  a  spot  near  where the old boathouse 
once stood… It  was the perfect  carp f isher ’s  morn.

Suddenly Jack cal led out ,  hidden by the mist .  He was into a 
f ish and needed some assistance.  The 35 Pitch was t ight  with 
wil lows on both sides and a  swamp to the r ight .  I  throw the old 
army blanket  off  and I  shoot  across  the dam as  fast  as  I  can, 
rounding the outfal l  and then passing Bi l l  in  the Evening Pitch 
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who was st i l l  trying to  f ind his  teeth! !  Gett ing to  Greenbanks 
and dodging round Bowskil l ’s  Tree,  I  could just  make Jack out 
further  up the pool  in  that  famous green knitted jumper and 
two-tone bobble  hat .  He was crouched under a  wil low,  rod 
in  ful l  batt le  curve.  I  was soon by his  s ide… “It ’s  a  good’un, 
Rich,”  he said with a  twinkle  in  his  eye and that  wry smile 
as  he played the f ish ‘keggy handed’  as  we say up north ( left 
handed) .  Soon Bi l l  was on the scene wearing his  trademark 
checked f lat  cap.  He quickly  c l imbed a  nearby tree for  a  better 
look and to  inform us ,  “ I t ’s  def initely  a  good’un.”  Jack was 
st i l l  in  his  famil iar  carpet  s l ippers ,  so  I  quickly  picked up his 
waders  and put  them on,  grabbing hold of  his  net  at  the same 
t ime (the one with f ish he’d caught  recorded on the handle) , 
and I  s l ipped quiet ly  into the ‘Mire…

By now the carp had been coaxed closer  to  us  by Jack’s 
expertise  when Bi l l  shouted, 

“ I t ’s  that  4ft  long common,  Hi lt i !  I  can see i t ’s  as  plain as 
day!!”  Jack kept  his  cool  as  the f ish came closer,  within touching 
distance now,  and I  could see i t  was big… no,  HUGE!  I t  had 
def initely  got  the beating of  Walker’s  record by a  good 15 i f 
not  20lbs .  My heart  was racing as  I  stretched out  the wait ing 
net ,  and the f ish s l id  straight  in… Jack shouted,  “LIFT!” 

“RING” RING” RING”… The bloody alarm clock woke me up. 
“Why does that  always happen?”  I  thought ,  as  I  dragged myself 
downstairs  to  get  ready for  work.  I ’d  just  left  school  a  few 
weeks ago and got  a  job as  an apprentice  bricklayer.  We were 
pointing an old glass  ki ln  up for  the National  Trust  –  no health 
and safety  in  those days .  I  was just  sat  on an old scaffolding 
batt ing 200ft  up,  no harness  or  anything.  That  didn’t  real ly 
bother me though… my main concern was how I  could wangle 
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a few weeks off  work.  September was fast  approaching,  and I 
knew this  to  be the best  t ime in  the carping calendar to  catch 
a  big ’un.

Things were also looking up on the transport  front .  I ’d  passed 
my driving test  a  few months earl ier  and my grandparents 
had been good enough to  buy me my f irst  car  –  the biggest 
scrap heap on wheels  this  s ide of  Barnsley,  an old Escort  van 
I  christened Clarissa for  obvious reasons.  For  years  during 
the week I  would run down to the newsagent  for  the Times 
and Mail .  Jack Hilton had written for  both in  those days ,  and 
I  didn’t  want  to  miss  his  art ic les  or  anything on carp f ishing 
at  that  t ime.  I  used to  cut  al l  things carpy out  of  the weeklies 
and pin them on my bedroom wall ,  and by the t ime I  was 17, 
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the walls  were covered.  I  could nearly  recite  al l  the art ic les 
off  by heart ,  word for  word… “As the car  rol led over the catt le 
grid…” etc  etc  (only  Redmire buffs  would understand what 
that  means) .

So Chris ,  my old f ishing pal ,  and I  decided i t  was t ime,  now 
I  had transport ,  to  venture further af ield  to  try  and catch a 
big ’un,  and by that  we meant  a  f ish over  the usual  mid-doubles 
we were catching from the local  ponds.  As  the t ime got  c loser 
to  our planned tr ip ,  we were trying to  decide where to  go. 
I  was looking at  the cutt ings on my bedroom wall ,  and one 
stuck out .  I t  was a  Jack Hilton art ic le ,  and the headline read, 
“Winter  Carp Soon Learn The Tricks  Of  The Trade.”  The venue 
was around 120 miles  away,  and not  only  that  –  Jack had f ished 
there only  two years  before in  1971.
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Brought  to  prominence in  the 60s by Bi l l  Keal ,  Eggett ’s 
seemed the ideal  venue.  I t  would be the f irst  gravel  pit  we 
had f ished,  and i f  old  Clarissa the van could make i t  down 
there,  we might  be in  with a  chance of  catching The Elephant , 
a  f ish named by Jack’s  fr iend Dave Carter  when he saw it  in 
the snag trees  a  few years  earl ier.  I t  must  be very hard for  the 
youngsters  of  today to  imagine how excit ing i t  used to  be back 
then.  Nowadays the lakes are al l  mapped out ,  the f ish stocks 
are well  known (so many wraps to  this  or  that  spot)  and swims 
made to  measure for  the latest  bivvies  etc  etc .

We set  of f  on September 8 th.  The reason for  this  was our 
nine-day st int  would coincide with September 13 th,  the day 
Walker  caught  the record in  1952… Surely  a  good omen?

The journey down was a  nightmare.  We were pul led over 
by the Cambridge pol ice  on the A14 for  going too fast  in 
monsoon-l ike condit ions .  I  a lso got  a  t icket  for  a  bald tyre , 
and old Clarissa leaked l ike a  s ieve.  St i l l ,  i t  didn’t  dampen our 
enthusiasm as  we pul led into J im Eggett ’s  driveway,  and al l  we 
could think about  was monster  carp.  J im was a  l i t t le  uneasy 
at  f irst  about  giving us  permission to  f ish .  He’d had trouble 
from “young yobs”  before ,  as  he put  i t .  J im was an old man 
back then,  or  he looked i t  to  us .  He didn’t  need the money and 
was on the verge of  tel l ing us  we couldn’t  f ish when for  some 
reason I  just  pul led Bi l l  Keal ’s  and Jack Hilton’s  names out  in 
our conversation.  J im’s  att i tude changed,  and he relented.  He 
even gave us  a  boat  to  transport  our gear  round the lake for 
the nine days .  We had the lake to  ourselves ,  and surely  the 
Elephant  had no chance?

We loaded the mountain of  gear  in  the boat ,  said our farewell 
to  Clarissa and set  of f  across  to  the Hilton Snags for  a  look. 
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We saw nothing that  f irst  afternoon,  but  what  a  place Eggett ’s 
was.  Weeping Wil lows dotted around the bank,  nice  is lands 
with lovely  gravel  bars  running from one Is land to  another 
around 4ft  deep on the tops of  the bars  –  perfect  carp feeding 
spots… or  so we thought .

The days raced by,  and J im pedal ing his  bike off  to  feed his 
pigs  morning and evening with that  old grey rain mac blowing 
in  the wind that  he used to  wear come rain or  shine became a 
famil iar  s ight .  I t  got  me thinking of  di f ferent  l i festyles  people 
lead.  I  bet  old J im had never seen a  glass  ki ln  or  been down 
the pit .

After  a  few days with no f ish spotted,  we decided to  move 
swims to  a  spot  where a  fence separated another lake that  ran 
down one side of  Eggett ’s .  The lake was cal led Copley ’s ,  and 
i t  was whilst  talking to  another lone carp angler  at  the fence 
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that  we were told about  sweetcorn as  a  bait  for  carp.  The few 
lads who f ished Copley ’s  had been catching lots  of  f ish on 
corn that  year,  mostly  doubles ,  but  with the odd 20-pounder 
thrown in… 20-pounder! ! !  He gave us  a  t in  to  try…

Our diet  for  the whole nine days consisted of  spam,  eggs , 
tomatoes ,  Cornflakes ,  tea  bags ,  Marvel  milk  and lake water,  and 
because of  the t ins  of  tomatoes ,  we had a  can opener to  open 
the corn.  Dri ft ing around that  afternoon,  we found some nice 
gravel  bars  just  out  from our new pitch within cast ing range, 
around 30 yards out ,  as  the biggest  leads we had in  those days 
were 1oz,  and we never thought  of  dropping the hook baits 
from the boat!  However,  we did scatter  a  few handfuls  of  the 
golden grains  on the bars  from the boat  ready for  the evening. 
I t  was now September 12 th!

The fol lowing morning,  just  as  J im had gone past  to  feed the 
pigs ,  the old Heron spluttered into l i fe  and kept  on spluttering 
even when I  had l i f ted the rod and hooked into a  fast  moving 
f ish .  I  gave the buzzer  a  gentle  kick to  stop i t  squawking.  The 
si lver  paper was jammed in the butt  r ing,  and I  gently  unfolded 
i t  and i t  fe l l  to  the f loor.  Soon though,  the f ish had run out  of 
steam and was no match for  the 17lb BS l ine we were using and 
was scooped up in  our oversized wooden constructed landing 
net … a  bloody great  tench!  St i l l ,  i t  had the heart  racing for  a  bit . 
Years  before,  a  tench of  9lb 1oz from Eggett ’s  held the Brit ish 
record,  and this  f ish I  had in  the net  was big .  However,  back 
in  the day,  when you were carping,  a l l  other  species  were just 
unhooked and released;  they were c lassed as  a  lucky capture. 
Chris  and I  have speculated over the intervening years  how 
big  that  tench was.  I t  might  even have been the same one that 
had held the record in  1963,  but  we shal l  never know.
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After  that  f lurry of  excitement ,  things went  quiet  again.  I 
kept  going across  to  the Hilton Snags for  a  look,  and towards 
the end of  our tr ip ,  Eggett ’s  gave us  a  gl impse of  a  few of  i ts 
inhabitants .  There,  only  a  few feet  from the bank,  in  the thickest 
jungle  of  branches,  was the Elephant ,  dwarfing the other  three 
f ish that  were with i t ,  and they must  have been low 20 pounds. 
I t  was the biggest  carp I  had ever  seen.  Jack had said i t  was 
30lbs ,  so  i t  must  have been as  far  as  I  was concerned.  To me, 
a  young,  gangly  17-year-old ,  i t  looked uncatchable  in  i ts  la ir. 
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“How did Jack do i t?”  I  thought .
We waved goodbye to  Eggetts  a  few days later.  As  we dri fted 

the boat  back over to  the real  world,  we said our farewells  to 
J im who actual ly  invited us  back down whenever we l iked.  He 
had been keeping his  eye on us  throughout  the tr ip  and could 
see we were just  mad keen.  We bundled al l  our gear  in  Clarissa , 
c leared off  a l l  the old leaves and twigs  that  had fal len on her 
over the nine days ,  wound the window down to say goodbye to 
J im,  turned the key and the bloody engine wouldn’t  start !

Unbeknown to us  at  that  t ime,  the Elephant  had been caught 
at  31lbs by Ray Jones who actual ly  f ished Harlesthorpe Dam, 
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one of  our local  waters .  I  met  him one year later  whilst  f ishing 
Harlesthorpe in  the Orchard swim,  and he told me the story 
of  his  capture.  Returning home,  I  couldn’t  wait  to  try  out  the 
new wonder bait ,  corn,  at  my local  ponds.  Up to  that  point , 
for  the previous few years ,  f loating crust ,  worms and banana 
paste  (made up to  Bob Reynolds’  Bi l l ing recipe)  had been the 
order of  the day,  plus  i f  there was any Spam left  over  from 
breakfast ,  that  went  on the hook.

First  session with corn,  I  had three f ish ,  which is  more 
than we used to  get  in  a  month’s  f ishing,  and i t  got  better… A 
simple l ink leger  with three grains  on a  s ize  4  hook was the 
winning method,  and what  wonderful  catches I  experienced 
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during those few years  when I  had corn to  myself  on the lakes 
I  f ished.  So that  f irst  tr ip  to  Eggett ’s  had certainly  paid off 
for  me in  the long run.  We had other tr ips  down there and to 
Bi l l ing Aquadrome during those early  years ,  but  I  never saw 
the Elephant  in  Hi lton Snags again.

Writ ing this  short  feature for  Rob has brought  back many 
fond memories  for  me of  the inadequate gear  we used in  those 
days:  camp beds with doggy ratchets ,  buzzers  that  worked 
when they shouldn’t ,  no s leeping bags ,  only  a  pi le  of  old army 
blankets ,  damp leaky waders and Thermos f lasks that  went 
cold after  four hours… We roughed i t  back then,  but  we were 
keen,  and the excitement of  catching a  monster  overrode the 
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discomfort  on the bankside.  I ’m glad to  say I ’m st i l l  out  there 
catching a  few.  The old heart  st i l l  skips  a  beat  when the very 
rel iable  buzzers  of  today sound,  and my waders don’t  leak 
anymore,  but  unfortunately  I  now know what  I ’m f ishing for. 
The mystery has gone,  and that  to  me is  what  carp f ishing was 
al l  about .

The better  half  has  just  brought  me a  f inal  cuppa… It ’s 
bedtime now,  and the gear  is  in  the back of  my relat ively  new 
van ready for  tomorrow.  As I  snuggle  down under the duvet , 
I  reach out  for  the alarm clock.  I  decide on this  occasion to 
switch i t  of f ,  as  there’s  some unfinished business… Now,  let ’s 
see… Where was I?  Oh yes ,  old  Jack had just  shouted,  “LIFT!”

Goodnight ,  everybody.

RICHARD SKIDMORE
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