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BIG CARP
WATERCOLOUR  CARP  PA INT INGSpresents

www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk

fine arts

Price £25.00 plus £8.00 Recorded Delivery and tube.
Call 01252 373658 for card payment or go to our website for secure Paypal payment.

Burghfield Common
The sixth in our series of
Legendary Carp paintings is
none other than that awesome
creature, the Burghfield
Common. 

Only discovered in recent
years, Nigel Sharp rocked the
carp angling world when he
finally landed the beast after a
five-year campaign, during
which time he had only seen
this leviathan on a handful of
occasions. 

Regarded by many as the
original myth, there was much
speculation about its existence
at all, until it was finally
landed at an incredible weight
of 50lbs. 

Quite how it had evaded
capture for so many years is
still a mystery, but due to the
vast size of this huge gravel
pit, it simply became the
needle in the haystack. 

Once its existence was
verified by that first capture,
an army of the country’s top
carp anglers have invaded
Burghfield’s banks and some
feared its mystery would be
lost forever.

But no, this incredible beast
has still proven to be virtually
uncatchable with only a very
few captures in the past half a
dozen years. 

Undeniably a legend, this
beautiful animal well and truly
deserves its place in the Big
Carp Hall Of Fame. Coming
soon – the Royal Forty…

Strictly Limited to only 100
signed and numbered by the
artist.

The A3 prints are very modestly priced at only £25 and are available now on the Big Carp website www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk. Visit the site,
go to the shop and select the ‘Fine Art’ section. There is also more information on the rest of the series, which will be available at one to two-
month intervals, but I can tell you that the Black Mirror, the Burghfield Common, Heather, Jumbo, Jack, Mary, Clarissa, the Bishop, the Royal
Forty, the Fat Lady, Mary’s Mate etc are already on the list and we are up for any more favourites – just let us know – Rob Maylin

The Legendary Big Carp Series

B            
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Well it has definitely kicked off out there. 

There are carp coming out left, right and 

centre. You have to get out there if you 

can. Make the effort to do an overnighter 

or 2 and you’ll  be surprised a what your 

efforts can achieve. The one thing that is 

certain to catch you more carp is more time 

on the bank. If I’m brutally honest there’s 

nothing in the tackle shop that’s going to 

put that extra carp or two on the bank. 

Only your own effort and time will do that. 

Stick to one bait, chopping and changing 

wont help you. Choose your rigs to fit the 

bottom they are going to sit on. Rigs don’t 

have to be complicated, they just need to 

enable the hook to get in the carp’s mouth 

easily. Carp fishing is not as complicated 

as you have been led to think.   

Editor/Publ isher
Rob Mayl in
Bountyhunter 
Publ icat ions
44 Herbs End
Cove, Hampshire
GU14 9YD

07768 731425
info@bigcarpmagazine.
co.uk

Design & Production
James Harr ison

Advert is ing Sales
Bountyhunter 
Publ icat ions
mobi le  07768 731425
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Publications and may  be 
used in other publications 
as they see fit.
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Front Cover:
Car l  Udry with a big 
Reading Ful ly. 
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BIG CARP and FREE LINE ADVERTISING PRICES SLASHED!
SOCIAL MEDIA ADVERTISING NOT AS EFFECTIVE?
Want to grow your business? We can put your products in f ront  of  a 
massive new audience.  Emai l  me at  info@bigcarpmagazine.co.uk or  cal l  me 
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Trakker  a re  o f f i c ia l l y  j o in ing  the  Wor ld 

Carp  C lass ic  2026!  A  huge  par tnersh ip 

fo r  a  huge  year  as  we  head  to  the 

inc red ib le  Ore l l ana  fo r  what  p romises 

to  be  our  b iggest  event  ye t .

B ig  b rand .  B ig  venue.  B ig  year.

WCC 2026  i s  bu i ld ing  fas t .

TRAKKER
TEAM UP 
WITH WCC 
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SHOCKLEADER

Team Members Wanted 
We are looking for  new UK 
team members!  I f  you’re over 
17, passionate about angl ing 
and good with a camera, we 

JOIN THE 
MISTRAL BAITS
TEAM

would love to hear  f rom you. 
Please contact  @leon_soud-
et  via Instagram messages or 
drop us an emai l  at : promo@
mistralbaits .co.uk
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SHOCKLEADER

Bensons cafe has reopened! 

You can place orders f rom 

your peg cal l  on 07904660969 

and come col lect . 

Open for  breakfast : 

Weds 8:00am -  11:30am

Thurs 08:00am -  11:30am

Fri  08:00am -  11:30am

Sat08:00am -  11:30am

Sun 08:00am -  11:30am

Open for  evening meal 

Thurs 17:00pm -  19:30pm

BLUEBELL 
LAKES NEWS

Fri  17:00pm -  19:30pm

Sat 17:00pm -  19:30pm

We’ve also made some 

changes elsewhere Lately we 

have been busy f reshening 

up our tackle zone in the 

Bluebel l  Lakes shop.  We have 

expanded the area with new 

signage -  the perfect  way to 

browse your tackle essentia ls . 

We might be bias but we think 

i t  looks great 
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Big Carp 14

END OF 
AN ERA

Afte r  50  wonder fu l  years 

Rovers  F i sh ing  Tack le  wi l l  be 

c los ing  i t s  doors .

We want  to  thank  the 

genera t ions  o f  ang le rs , 

cus tomers  and  f r i ends  who 

have  suppor ted  us  over  the 

years .  Your  loya l ty, s to r ies 

and  shared  love  o f  f i sh ing 

made  th is  shop  someth ing 

t ru ly  spec ia l .Whi le  th i s  i s 

the  end  o f  an  e ra  fo r  Rovers 

F i sh ing  Tack le, we  a re 

p leased  to  share  that  the 

shop  wi l l  cont inue  under 

new ownersh ip  as  Tommy’s 

Tack le  — and  the  fami l i a r 

Rovers  s ta f f  w i l l  s t i l l  be  here 

to  we lcome you .Th is  shop 

may  be  changing  hands , but 

the  memor ies  and  communi ty 

bu i l t  he re  wi l l  l i ve  on .

Thank you everyone and 

best  o f  luck  to  Tommys Tackle.
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RIP ALAN
PARTRIDGE

Very sad to hear of the passing 

o f  Alan Part r idge, Alan was 

on the  sta f f  here  at  Rosemere 

and he lped to  make i t  the 

p lace  i t  i s  today, he  was a lso 

a  great  f r iend to  many o f  our 

members  and mysel f  , he  wi l l 

be  missed by a  huge number 

o f  people  in  the  angl ing wor ld 

, those  that  had the  p leasure 

o f  knowing 

h im wi l l 

te l l  you 

what  a  t rue 

i n n o v a t o r 

he  was , i f 

he  needed 

s o m e t h i n g 

to  do a 

job  and i t 

d idnt  ex ist , 

he’d  invent 

i t  he  was 

a lso  a  3rd  dan b lack  be l t , and 

way ahead o f  h is  t ime when 

i t  came to  extreme range 

cast ing ,one o f  the  o ldskool 

and without  doubt  a  legend 

of  the  game .  

RIP  my o le  mate, I ’ l l  miss 

our  chats  and l i s tening to 

your  br i l l iant  s tor ies .  From a l l 

a t  The Rosemere  Syndicate.
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NITE 
WATCHES
MX10 

BACK BY DEMAND - FINAL 

PRODUCTION OF ONLY 75 

WATCHES  |   SERIAL NUMBERS 

226-300 ALLOCATED ON 

PRE-ORDER UNTIL 30.04.26 - 

ESTIMATED DELIVERY 07.26  

|   ALL PRE-ORDERS ARE NON 

REFUNDABLE  |  

Original ly  designed to 

commemorate the 50th 

Anniversary of  Founder’s  Day, 

the MX10 50th has become 

iconic in the UAE due to the 

significant attention it  received 

across social  p lat forms and 

the media for  being worn 

by one of  the nat ion’s  most 

inf luentia l  leaders, making i t 

his  apparent watch of  choice. 

Highly sought after, the MX10 

50th Anniversary Edit ion is 

a  col lectable t imepiece for 

those who value precis ion and 

histor ical  s igni f icance.

• RRP: £490

• Web: nitewatches.com



A designated sleeve and 

elasticated tip top made from 

our Camfleck 210D PVC backed 

padded material .  Designed to 

f it  any spod rod from 12ft to 

13ft.  The long padded handle 

protects the rod butt, whilst 

the tip top secures the rod 

sections together.  The large 

TAC-TEC

BigCarp 22

THINKING 
ANGLERS 
SPOD SLEEVE

spod pouch can be adjusted to 

either side or upside down, to 

cater for al l  dif ferent ways of 

folding your spod rod away.

Size: Handle Length 24cm 

Pouch Length 16cm

RRP: £19.99

Web: www.thinkinganglers.com
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Ever had that  annoying 

situat ion where you have a 

carp in the net  and you just 

can’t  get  the arms out the 

spreader block? With Sharp’s 

innovative tension system 

SHARP AS-BOW
LANDING NET 
SYSTEM

you can take-of f  a lmost  a l l  the 

tension in the arms enabl ing 

you to take the net  apart  easi ly.

But there’s  another  t r ick up 

this  net’s  s leeve, by pul l ing 

through the draw cord you seal 
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Big Carp  25

up the net , add the f loatat ion 

system and now your carp is 

safely retained without you 

having to get  i t  out  the water 

to transfer  i t  to  a  seperate 

retainer.  Less handl ing of  the 

carp is  obviously much safer. 

The 2 piece pole is  super st i f f 

and has a proper screw thread 

and a screw-in spike on the 

bottom. You can purchase 

additonal  sect ions to make the 

net  longer and a weigh staf f 

adapter  is  in the pipe l ine 

too.  You can even use i t  as a 

prodding st ick.  The landing 

ne arms are made by Century. 

The whole system comes in a 

heavy duty bag.  You can buy 

additonal  mesh and arm kits . 

The net  is  head and shoulders 

above anything else avai lable.

• RRP: f rom £170

• Web: sharptackle.co.uk

TAC-TEC



Ryan 40lb +

Paul  40lb 6oz

Kevin 41lb 1oz

Marc 42lb 2oz

Andy 43lb 7oz

RECENT CAPTURESRECENT CAPTURES

Dave 49lb 1oz

Coming Soon!! Big Carp Magazine -  Special Bluebell Lakes 
Edition. Articles from Adam Penning, Jim James, Lee 
Birch, Kev Hewitt,  Andrew Shellard, Steve Parrotte, Ryan 
Woodlands, Matty Rhodes and more! DO NOT MISS IT!!
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CATCH REPORTS

After  a  tough winter  on the canal , with endless batt les, 
poor  water  condit ions and many blank sessions.  I t  was 
start ing to get  tough to stay posit ive for  Char l ie.

But i t ’s  nights l ike this  that  remind him why you keep 
pushing through.

The night i tsel f  was quiet , with plenty of  rubbish on 
the l ines.  Eventual ly  i t  was t ime to reset .  Lines cleared, 
r igs checked, everything squared away… and not  long 
after, the rod r ipped into l i fe.

The reward? This absolute mega canal  carp, t ipping 
the scales at  34lb.

What an incredible canal  carp 

CANALCANAL
CLONKERCLONKER



CATCH REPORTS

After  a  tough winter  on the canal , with endless batt les, 
poor  water  condit ions and many blank sessions.  I t  was 
start ing to get  tough to stay posit ive for  Char l ie.

But i t ’s  nights l ike this  that  remind him why you keep 
pushing through.

The night i tsel f  was quiet , with plenty of  rubbish on 
the l ines.  Eventual ly  i t  was t ime to reset .  Lines cleared, 
r igs checked, everything squared away… and not  long 
after, the rod r ipped into l i fe.

The reward? This absolute mega canal  carp, t ipping 
the scales at  34lb.

What an incredible canal  carp 

CANALCANAL
CLONKERCLONKER

BigCarp 29

BILLY’SBILLY’S
BRACEBRACE

CATCH REPORTS

What a winter  Bi l ly  Wel ls  had!A a brace of  February 40s f rom 
Elphicks North Lake 44lb 7oz and 41lb 1oz
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BIRTHDAYBIRTHDAY
BUZZBUZZ

Jams Smith said 
“What a buzz on 
my birthday lo l 
New pb 46.2lb - 
Paw print 

Just  ounces under the magical  50lb barr ier  -  here’s  one of  Suf fo lks 
f inest  big commons f rom Danny Perry to get  your f i res burning!

SUFFOLKSUFFOLK
SUCCESSSUCCESS
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Craig Knowles with 
Jef fers  at  45.8 

Darren Espley -Jones landed this  awesome 45lb 5oz l inear  mirror

LOVELY LOVELY 
LINLIN
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Jay Webb with ‘One Scale’ 
at  a  new top weight of  49lb 
12oz! 

WONDERFULWONDERFUL
ONE SCALEONE SCALE
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Trot te r  wi th  a  B lackthorn  50 .08
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MEDWAY MEDWAY 
KINGKING

King of  The Medway Val ley at  a  respectable 64lbs 
8ozs and a new UK PB for  MickTuck.

BEN’SBEN’S
BRUTEBRUTE

Ben Barr  with 
The Cossack at 
44lb 8oz.
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CATCH REPORTS

STUNNER FORSTUNNER FOR
STEVESTEVE
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Steve pedder with this  incredible 
46. lb07oz thing of  beauty!
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Wow! What a crazy 48hrs it  has been for Danno Moors! As many 
are aware I  had a keyhole op 2 weeks ago. I  headed away from 
home and to the bank, so I  can get away and relax on my bedchair/
moon chair.  The conditions were looking great.  However this was 
not the case. I  broke down on the way. I  Managed to get sorted 
with help from Mother and my partner.  But this didn’t stop me 
as I  had a hunch I  wil l  catch. Last t ime I  had similar I  caught my 
last 40. My back hurts now for the right reason.

I  caught 7  carp in total  including the incredible Big Lin at 
51lb 4oz. I ’ve also been chasing a UK 30lb common for a while 
and managed to do it  at 30lb 14oz not 1 but 2 pbs session of a 
l i fetime!

SPECIAL OPSSPECIAL OPS
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AT FARRIERSAT FARRIERS

BigCarp 40

Steve Fr isk’s   resent tr ip wasn’t  too shabby, 41.12oz. . . . 
40.10. . . .  35lb. . . .  32+. . . .  and stockie 17
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JON’S BIGJON’S BIG
BRACEBRACE

An incredible 48hrs on my Cambs syndicate 48.12 and 41.12 
backed up with 2 x 38s, 2  x 35s, a  34, 2  x 33s a 30 and 9 x 20s…
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WINTERWINTER
MAGIC MAGIC 

BigCarp 47

EXCLUSIVE

W inter is ,  and 
wil l  remain, 
such a 
magical  and 

underrated season to  target 
big  carp.  And yes ,  i t  can be 
relentless  pushing through 
the elements .  But ,  i f  you are 
organised,  prepared,  and 
wil l ing to  persist  no matter 
what .  The rewards are there, 
and,  with s ignif icantly  lower 
footfal l .  You can put  those 
odds in  your favour,  and put 
something special  in  the 
album.  A big  target  carp in 
the winter,  is  an extra  special 
carp.  I t  feels  especial ly 
earned.  I  have been blessed 

and managed to  bank carp in 
December and January,  but 
the special  ones seem to have 
a  habit  of  fa l l ing in  February.

Picking the r ight  winter 
venue is  important .  I  a lways 
look for  something with a 
few more carp to  target ,  but  I 
never want  i t  easy.  I  st i l l  want 
the chal lenge,  and of  course 
i t  must  have a  target  carp 
swimming within i t .  I  a lways 
need to  have a  target  in  mind, 
i t  drives  me.  The obsession, 
a lso gives  me focus and helps 
that  push through those tough 
weather elements . 

I  l ive  approximately  half 
way between M4 junction 13 



(Newbury)  and M4 junction 
12 (Calcot) .  As  we know,  the 
M4 corridor is  l i t tered with 
superb carp angl ing and I 
haven’t  needed to  venture far 
from home.  I  feel  so  blessed, 
and st i l l  have my sights  on 
other local  chal lenges . 

In  Apri l  2023,  I  managed to 
book on to  Reading & District 
Angl ing Associat ion (RDAA) 
junction 12 ( J12)  lake with 
a  group of  fr iends.  I t  was 
my f irst  taste  of  what  this 
fantast ic  15 acre venue had to 

offer.  Extremely secure.  Well 
thought  through and spaced 
out  pegs .  Loads of  bank side 
space and tranquil i ty.  Yes ,  i t 
s i ts  a longside the M4 and the 
train l ine .  But ,  the everyday 
hustle  from those commuters 
disappears into the background 
when treading the banks.  I t 
becomes this  tolerant  hum 
that  you forget  about .  I t ’s  a 
magical  place ,  and you can see 
why i t ’s  so  popular.  Then the 
main attract ion,  is  the stamp 
of  carp.  Some absolutely 
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gorgeous lookers  that  travel 
over 40 pounds,  with rumours 
of  the odd one breaking the 
50 barrier.

When on that  init ial  social 
session,  I  was shown a picture 
of  an upper 30 ful ly  scaled 
carp that  had been caught 
days before.  What  an absolute 
stunning carp.  My cup of 
tea  indeed.  With a  few carp 
caught  between the few of  us , 
I  left  J12 with a  real  urge to 
return.  A few months later, 
I  was presented with the 
opportunity  to  have a  dabble 
through the winter.  And of 
course,  I  absolutely  jumped at 
the opportunity. 

Like al lot  of  winter  venues, 
J12 takes in  an abundance of 
extra water through the winter. 
S itt ing adjacent  to  the River 
Kennet ,  and with the volume 
of  rain in  recent  winters .  J12 
r ises  by approximately  2-3 
feet  and most  swims are ful ly 
submerged and the tree l ined 
edges ,  move in  and become 
part  of  the lake.  Al l  part  of  the 
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NITEWATCHES.COM

TRITIUM
ILLUMINATION

SAPPHIRE
CRYSTAL

5 YEAR
WARRANTY

SWISS-MADE
MOVEMENT

THE ORIGINAL BRITISH TRITIUM WATCH COMPANY

Reviews 5,768  •  Excellent

                                               4.6

For the past three years, Dave Coleman, Former Royal Marine and his team of instructors have all been 
testing their HAWK watches to the limits in mud, wet, cold and extreme outdoor conditions whilst pushing 

recruits to hell and back. 

Did the HAWK let them down?... NO

Nite watches are continuously put to the test by our Mavericks and come with a 5 Year Warranty, 
Swiss movements, super bright tritium illumination and most importantly a build quality that is designed 

to be used and abused by those who live for the outdoors.

NITE MAVERICK
FORMER ROYAL MARINE
DAVE COLEMAN
WEARS THE HAWK
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opportunity  and chal lenge, 
so  you just  run with i t .  Extra 
layers ,  decent  waders  and 
waterproofs ,  and go for  i t .

My f irst  winter  was good 
considering I  was f inding my 
feet ,  and mapping out  most 
of  the lake from scratch.  A 
number of  wel l  earned bites , 
and carp to  over  40 pound. 
Not  easy as  I  expected and I 
was out  trying in  some brutal 
condit ions .  The carp only  give 
themselves away on those 
typical ly  good weather fronts . 
During the bleak and freezing 
cold condit ions ,  they would 
l i teral ly  disappear into the 
abyss .  With depths from 6-14 
feet ,  i t  was far  from uniform 
and there was plenty of  nooks 
and crannies  for  them to hide 
away.  The lake is  a lso very 
weedy in  the warmer months, 
so  you can encounter  lots  of 
dying weed in  the winter.  Then 
obviously  al l  the addit ional 
water  capacity  also adding 
another dimension. 

With no nuisance f ish and 

crayfish present ,  I  didn’t  feel 
any l imitat ion to  what  my bait 
choice was going to  be.  When I 
use any bait ,  I  need to  feel  l ike 
I  have something the carp wil l 
crave.  Almost  impossible  for 
them to ignore.  I  decided to 
put  my faith in  Handcraft  Baits 
‘Herb’.  Carp don’t  eat  f ishmeal 
in  the winter,  apparently.  I 
went  on to  f ind out  they l ike 
the herb,  that ’s  for  sure. 

My mix has been roughly 
80% fresh herb boi l ies 
through moved through a 
r idgemonkey crusher,  so  i t ’s 
very small  chops/shavings 
and crumb.  Then 20% a mix 
of  hemp,  sweetcorn and 4mm 
carp pel lets .  Al l  hydrated with 
a  decent  dol lop of  herb primer. 
I t  smells  and looks,  amazing. 
Also very visual ,  being a  dark 
red raspberry colour and 
f lecks of  yel low corn.  To make 
l i fe  easier,  and to  make bait 
ups easier.  This  year  I  did 
make up batches of  the mix in 
5L buckets  and dropped them 
in to  freezer.  I t  was then a 
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case of  taking a  bucket  from 
the freezer  24hrs earl ier,  and 
away I  went .  The only  round 
baits  I  ensured entered the 
water,  were my hook baits . 
Match the hatch,  Handcraft 
Herb 20mm wafters . 

I  didn’t  start  my winter 
campaign this  year  unti l  mid 
December,  despite  the t icket 
start ing in  November.  I  did 
pick off  a  couple  of  carp 
in  December and January, 
but  nothing that  gave me 
the momentum to push on 
and bui ld  something from.  I 
wasn’t  convinced those carp 
came from areas holding the 
majority  of  the stock.  I t  fe lt 
l ike  I  just  picked them off .  I 
did move around al lot ,  trying 
to  locate  the bulk ,  but  didn’t 
feel  c lose .

Then l i teral ly  as  any 
confidence started to  grow and 
al l  my early winter preparation 
complete ,  the weather had 
plans of  i ts  own.  Torrential 
rain caused f looding including 
access  to/from the venue and 

then a  period of  sustained 
arct ic  air  temperatures and 
the whole lake froze sol id . 
Thankful ly  I  hadn’t  committed 
too much bait  at  that  point , 
but  i t  wasn’t  long unti l  the 
lake had defrosted. 

Then early  February,  I  had 
a  36hr session planned and 
already had a  preconceived 
idea to  target  an area of  the 
lake that  was productive for 
me the previous February. 
After  a  few f l icks  around with 
a  3oz marker weight .  I t  was 
evident  my previously  marked 
spots  were now areas of 
dense dying Canadian weed. 
But  I  was st i l l  keen to  f ish the 
vicinity,  so  I  persisted unti l  I 
found something hard ( gravel 
or  f irm si l t) ,  fa irly  small  and 
most  l ikely  not  an establ ished 
spring/summer spot .  They are 
easy to  locate . 

Then al l  of  a  sudden,  a  very 
f irm donk.  A very f irm thump 
down and loads of  feel  making 
i ts  way back through the braid 
and rod.  Al l  the vibration 
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pointing to  a  hard gravel  spot , 
and not  very big .  Not  easy to 
get  more than one rod on from 
my swim choice ,  but  that  was 
one rod set .  The other two 
opting for  s i l t  and sl ightly 
away from this  spot .

With  the  c lock  t ick i n g  down 
w ith  minutes  to  sp are ,  the 
ro d  on  the  n ew hard  gravel 
spot  was  away.  Thi s  m in t  ice 
c o ld  carp  va l idated  a  hunch , 
a nd i t  becam e the  s tar t  o f  a 
short  and  successfu l  ear ly-
mi d  Februar y  cam p ai gn . 

We al l  know tufft ies  can be 
a  menace.  They can also tel l 
you things .  After  that  carp 
val idated the hunch,  I  went 
back to  the lake with my 
spod rod and a  4oz distance 
weight .  I  was very keen to 
map out  this  spot  but  from 
another swim.  Sl ightly  c loser, 
but  an awkward cast .  After  I 
parked up the van,  I  walked 
to  the swim and was greeted 
with about  30 tufft ies  al l 
huddled in  a  t iny c luster  and 
doing nothing.  They were not 
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direct ly  on my spot ,  but  they 
were not  far  away.  Not  one of 
them dived,  and i t  looked very 
odd.  I t  real ly  stood out . 

After  they eventual ly  dri f ted 
away,  I  spent  a  few hours 
mapping out  the spot  which 
ended up to  be approx 3m 
wide and 2m deep.  I  popped 
up the marker f loat  to  ensure 
my free bait  was going to  land 
direct ly  on the spot .  Using 
horizon markers ,  I  mapped out 
everything to  ensure I  could 
accurately  get  three rods on 
the spot ,  approx 1m apart .

Daytime bites  are common 
in the winter,  and J12 was 
no dif ferent .  After  dropping 
in  5L of  free bait ,  then again 
two days later.  I t  was then 
t ime for  an early  February day 
session the fol lowing morning. 
5:30am dark arrival ,  my spod 
and three rods al l  c l ipped up 
and ready to  go.  When I  had 
enough day l ight  to  confidently 
pick off  my horizon markers .  I 
dropped another 5L bucket  of 
free bait ,  then al l  three rods 

safely  deployed 1m apart , 
f luorocarbon sett led,  and 
alarms set . 

What  happened next  was 
way beyond expectations. 
Between 10am and 3pm,  I  had 
10 bites  and landed 10 carp 
to  29lb.  8  20s and 2 doubles . 
Approx 230lb of  carp.  Al l 
absolutely  prist ine and in  ful l 
winter  colours .  I  was c learly 
bang on top of  them and they 
had real ly  homed in  on the 
bait .  But  st i l l ,  with 15 acres 
of  f looded ice  cold water  to 
myself  i t  was st i l l  a  crazy 
winter  day session that  I  wil l 
never forget .  The wind was 
unfavourable  south easterly, 
and the air  temperature was 
bitterly  cold . 

With confidence now sky high, 
it  was a case of  maintaining 
consistency and accuracy, 
and just making time to get 
rods on the spot .  It  did start 
to feel  l ike it  was a matter of 
t ime until  some of my winter 
targets would turn up. 

Another 5L bucket  dropped 
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in  at  f irst  l ight  the morning 
of  my next  day session.  Three 
rods soon in  posit ion and 
i t  wasn’t  long and a  rod was 
away,  but  unfortunately  my 
f irst  lost  carp.  A much larger 
carp too.  With the lake heavi ly 
f looded,  peg side vegetation 
was more precarious than 
normal  and this  carp knew how 
to capital ise  on i t .  Absolutely 
gutted,  and I  couldn’t  help but 
think i f  I  had lost  my ult imate 
prize . 

Despite  the loss ,  I  sat  out  the 
day but  the bobbins remained 
motionless .  But ,  I  didn’t  see 
this  as  a  bad thing.  I  could 
sense maybe the bigger  carp 
had moved in ,  and were maybe 
feeding more cautiously  and 
sparingly.  Then 20mins before 
pack down,  a  one toner and 
after  another heavy batt le 
one of  my winter  targets  was 
safely  in  the net .  What  a  carp. 
38lb 6oz and again,  absolutely 
mint  perfect  in  ful l  winter 
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colours .  I t ’s  dorsal  constantly 
up throughout  al l  the photos . 

My No1 winter  target 
remained the big  ful ly.  I t ’s  not 
a  frequent  vis itor  to  the bank, 
which made i t  even more 
appeal ing.  With the 38lb’er  a 
massive t ick in  a  box,  I  created 
one f inal  day session window 
to have another go before 
heading to  the Big  One show 
to support  Evolve. 

Again,  another 5L bucket 
dropped in  at  f irst  l ight  and 
three rods in  posit ion.  I t 
was a  more favourable  south 
westerly  breeze and overcast , 
and forecast  to  remain as  such 
unti l  lunchtime onwards and 
then bright  warm sun most  of 
the afternoon (the f irst  t ime 
in  ages) .  With the morning 
almost  t icked away,  the 
bobbins remained motionless . 
But  then,  out  of  nowhere, 
another one toner and batt le 
commenced with another 
decent  carp.  The f ight  this 
t ime was nothing too tr icky, 
and before long i t  was in  the 

net .  A  very straight  forward 
f ight ,  thankful ly. 

Littered with dark mahogany 
scales  on both f lanks,  and after 
several  cross  checks with the 
photo I  had on my phone.  I 
had i t ,  the ful ly,  which t ipped 
the scales  round to  40lb 10oz. 
A very lean,  but  LONG,  winter 
ful ly.  I t  looked incredible .  My 
No1 target ,  done.  The sun came 
out  on forecast ,  pics  done, 
drove home buzzing.  What  a 
c l imax to  an extraordinary 
February.  A huge run of  carp 
al l  inside 10 days . 

After  doing a  spray of  great 
on the bank shots ,  with my 
tripod set  up in  around 2ft 
of  water,  I  snapped a  c luster 
of  water  shots  when the dark 
mahogany winter  ful ly  was 
safely  returned.  

Its  been hard to move away 
from my trusted 4.5” multi-
rig with a 20mm wafter.  The 
conversion rate and hook 
holds has been incredible.  All 
dead centre and bottom lip, 
10mm back,  and most needing 
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forceps to prize out the bend of 
the hook.  A spray of  the Evolve 
Tackle components,  including 
a Medium Straight Aligner, 
long Anti  Tangle Sleeve,  Weight 
Clip and “-“  Tail  Rubber and 
3oz Distance Swivel  Weight . 
I  f ind clear and firm hard 
spots,  as this is  a must for this 
presentation to be laid out f lat 
and optimum. 

All  my luggage and kit  was 
tested to the extreme. I  packed 
down and set up in some of the 

worst weather I  have fished 
in.  Allot of  drying things at 
home, to then have everything 
soaked again days later.  I  also 
had waders on for hours,  which 
was an endurance in itself .  But , 
al l  part of  the challenge,  right .

Then f inal ly,  the bait .  I  went 
through approximately  45 
l i tres  of  bait  in  total ,  which 
is  around 30kg.  When you are 
confident  you are on them, 
feed them. 

Be lucky,  Carl . 
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D
espite my well 

d o c u m e n t e d 

love for bright 

hookbaits, they’re 

far from my only hookbait 

choice. Typical ly, I ’ l l  use a pink 

one when f ishing with singles 

(casting at showing f ish) or 

when I’m fishing over larger 

quantit ies of bait .  There’s a 

t ime and a place for them, but 

with my unwavering love for 

edge f ishing comes a dif ferent 

approach.
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In  most  instances , I ’m not 

looking to  bui ld  a  spot  l ike  I 

would  when f ish ing out  in  the 

lake, a  lot  o f  my margin  work 

revo lves  around discreet 

t rap set t ing and pre-bai t ing. 

So , whi ls t  I  might  int roduce 

larger  quant i t ies  o f  ba i t 

whi ls t  I ’m not  f i sh ing, when 

i t  comes to  putt ing the  r igs 

in  the  water, genera l ly  th is  is 

just  a  r ig  and a  smal l  he lp ing 

o f  ba i t .  The idea is  to  get  f i sh 

v is i t ing the  spots  regular ly 

and conf ident ly, then lower 

in  a  r ig.

I  genera l l y  go  fo r  a  l ess 

obv ious  hookba i t , and  jus t 

enough  f ree  o f fe r ings  fo r 

a  b i te.  My  f i sh ing  i s  based 

a round  see ing  and  knowing 

carp  a re  v i s i t ing  the  spot , 

once  that  box  i s  t i cked  i t 

makes  sense  to  feed  them 

exact ly  what  they ’ve  been 

eat ing  and  genera l l y  that ’s 

e i ther  a  match ing  waf te r 

o r  a  ba lanced  t ige r  nut , 

depending  on  what  I ’ ve  been 

ba i t ing  wi th ’ .
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S
ometimes we are 

blessed with incredibly 

good fortune, luckily, 

being in just  the 

r ight  place at  just  the r ight 

t ime! However, i f  you do not 

bel ieve that  l ightning can 

str ike twice, read on!. . . . . .

I t  had been one of  those 

sessions, the f ish s imply 

weren’t  playing bal l  and the 

lake was extremely re luctant 

to give up i ts  occupants.  Two 

days and nights with nothing 

to show for  i t  and nothing had 

so much as farted near  my 

hookbaits!

It  was one of those trips that 
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leaves you scratching your 

head, wondering what you 

could have done dif ferently. 

Everything looked just r ight, 

a lovely South Westerly was 

lapping into the reed fr inged 

margins, the sky was overcast 

with a threat of rain and the 

pressure had been steadily 

fal l ing over the last 48 hours, 

but the indicators had remained 

stationary throughout.

With everything, except the 

rods, net  and brew kit  packed 

away ready to go, we decided 

to have one last  cuppa before 

hitt ing the road.  As we sat 

s ipping our brews I  turned to 

Wendy and said “I  real ly  had 

high hopes for  the middle rod 

this  morning, i t  looks perfect 

out  there and I  got  i t  bang on 

the money.” . . . . . . .as  soon as 

I  had uttered the words, the 

alarm sounded a short  ser ies 

of  bleeps and the bobbin 

t ightened up to the rod!

The fo l lowing f ight  was 

incredible, a  real  long winded, 

arm aching af fair  and i t  seemed 

l ike ages before we had the 

f ish in the net , a  common, 

known as Apri l , weighing in 

at  38lb 12oz!

I f  we had decided against 

having one last  cuppa, that 

would never  have happened!

A couple of  weeks later  we 

were back for  another  go.

Unfortunately, Wendy who 

had been somewhat under the 

weather  for  the last  couple 

of  days, with some f lu- l ike 

bug, didn’t  feel  up to gett ing 

the rods out .  We ended up 

deciding to occupy the two-

man bivvy so that  I  could tuck 

Wendy up on the bedchair  and 

ply her  with tea and hot  soup 

giving her  a  chance to s leep i t 

of f  undisturbed.

The condit ions were total ly 

di f ferent  to our  previous tr ip, 

with high pressure f i rmly 

in charge result ing in chi l ly 

nights whi lst  the dayl ight 

hours were bathed in Autumn 

sunshine.

I t  was hard going again 

and after  a  blank 24 hours I 
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decided to have a lead around 

and change two of  the spots.

Another  quiet  night passed 

by and before we knew it , 

pack up t ime was upon us!

After  a  couple of  days (and 

nights)  total ly  crashed out, 

Wendy was now feel ing much 

better  and sat  by the rods 

whi le  I  took the rest  of  the 

gear  back to the van.

F ina l ly, a f ter  everything 

was loaded, I  s tood by the 

rods , wonder ing which one to 

br ing in  f i rs t  and a f ter  a  l i t t le 

de l iberat ion, I  decided on 

the  middle.  I  reached for  the 

b lank but  just  before  I  c losed 

my hand around i t  the  a larm 

s ignal led  an absolute  one 

toner  and the  spool  went  into 

mel t  down!  This  th ing was 

out  o f  the  b locks  l ike  Usain 

Bol t !
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Just  as  before, the  f ight  was 

o f f  the  sca le  and i t  seemed 

l ike  hours  had gone by before 

the  f ish  was ready for  net t ing. 

When i t  sur faced we could  see 

i t  was  another  b ig  common, in 

fact  we both star ted to  laugh 

because we actua l ly  thought 

i t  was  the  same big  common! 

However, i t  t ranspi red that 

th is  was a  rare  v is i tor  to  the 

bank, known as  the  Poacher 

at  a  weight  o f  38 lb  14oz!

Can you Adam and Eve 

i t? . . . . .  two 38 lb  commons on 

two consecut ive  sess ions , 

both  fa l l ing to  the  middle 

rod as  i t  was  on the  verge o f 

be ing wound in! !  In  fact , i f  the 

Poacher  had made a  move for 

the  hookbai t  three  seconds 

later  I  would  have snatched 

i t  f rom under  i ts  nose!

Now that  is  ser ious ly  lucky!!
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DREAM DREAM 
SESSIONSESSION
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I
’d been watching 

the  weather  c lose ly, 

wai t ing for  warmer 

n ights  and dropping 

pressure.  With  a  b ig  f ront 

forecast  to  ro l l  in , I  booked the 

Fr iday o f f  work  and headed 

to  the  lake  fu l l  o f  conf idence.

On a r r iva l , I  chose  an  a rea 

that  had  a lways  p roduced 

fo r  me.  I  knew the  wraps 

and  spots  we l l , hav ing  done 

we l l  the re  p rev ious ly, so  I 

was  ab le  to  get  the  rods  out 

qu ick ly  and  qu ie t ly.  Each 

spot  rece ived  a  k i lo  o f  Ce l l 

bo i l i es , sp read  accura te ly 

wi th  the  ca tapu l t .
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I  f i shed my ever- fa i th fu l 

sp inner  r ig, us ing a  s ize  4 

Kurv  hook on a  semi-st i f f  Dark 

Matter  Weedy Green hookl ink , 

at tached to  a  Lead Cl ip 

system with  a  4oz  lead.  The 

main l ine  was 18 lb  Kontour, 

and I  made sure  to  c lean the 

l ine  on every  recast  to  ensure 

maximum invis ib i l i ty.

As the weather rolled in, 

conditions turned savage — 

40mph winds and heavy rain 

battered the lake. Almost 

immediately, carp began to 

show, and I was rewarded with a 

quick bite on the first afternoon.

Over  the  th ree  days , I 

l anded  e ight  ca rp  in  to ta l : a 

coup le  o f  upper  doub les , a 

coup le  o f  20s , a  32 lb  l ea ther, 

a  s tunn ing  35 lb  10oz  ha l f -

l in , and  one  o f  the  l ake ’s  o ld 

res idents , ‘S tew Pot ’ , t ipp ing 

the  sca les  a t  42 lb  10oz .

The  h igh l ight  o f  the 

sess ion , however, was  an 

incred ib le  ca rp  known as 

‘Bowler ’s  Pet ’ , we igh ing 

43 lb  14oz .  She  hadn’t  been 
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caught  fo r  a  few years , but 

I ’d  recent ly  watched  her  f rom 

up  a  t ree  wi th  b inocu la rs  and 

ment ioned  to  everyone  jus t 

how b ig  she  was  look ing. 

See ing  her  l y ing  in  the  bot tom 

o f  the  net , abso lute ly  mass ive, 

was  a  spec ia l  moment .

S teady  ba i t ing, topp ing  up 

wi th  a  k i lo  o f  Ce l l  bo i l i es  a f te r 

each  b i te  — c lea r ly  kept  the 

f i sh  in  the  a rea  and  feed ing 

hard .  In  those  awesome 

cond i t ions , every th ing  came 

together  per fec t ly ’ .
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LUKE STEVENSON

SUBTLE SHOWSSUBTLE SHOWS
ARE THE KEYARE THE KEY

BigCarp 89
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A
s ever in ear ly 

spr ing, s igns 

are thin on the 

ground, but 

absolute gold.  So, after  seeing 

several  subt le  shows in a 

central  area of  the lake over 

several  t r ips, i t  was a case of 

gett ing in there with subt le 

t raps of  12mm Mani la  Active, 

soft  boom hinge r igs with 

Mani la  cork bal l  pop ups.  A 

30lb mirror  conf i rmed the area 

was good, t raps repeated, and 

seeing the biggun shuff le  out 

on me in the afternoon with a 

mega weather  f ront  coming in 

that  evening, I  a lmost  couldn’t 

s leep with excitement that 

night.  The ear ly  hours came, 

and after  a  pretty epic batt le, 

the king of  the lake was mine 
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47.8 and looking mega!!  Proof 

that  making the most of  often 

subt le  s igns is  absolutely key 

this  t ime of  year!!

Luke sa id  “‘Arr iv ing at  a 

busy lake, I  was  p leased to 

see  the  centra l  a rea  where 

I ’d  seen some subt le  shows 

on my last  t r ip  f ree, a f ter 

s tanding in  the  swim for  10 

minutes  I  saw a  subt le  show 

and te l l ta le  l ine  o f  bubbles 

40  yards  out , abso lute  go ld! 

2  so f t  boom hinge r igs  with 

Mani la  cork  ba l l  pop ups , 

e i ther  s ide  o f  the  show and 

ha l f  a  k i lo  o f  12mm Mani la 

act ive, around each rod, t raps 

set  -  A 30 lb  mir ror  the  next 

morning was a  rea l  boost , le t 

a lone seeing the  b iggun show 

on me later  that  morning!!  I 

repeated the  same later  that 

day and with  b ig  winds  and 

low pressure  coming in  that 

n ight , I ’d  never  fe l t  so  c lose 

to  catching ‘ the  one’  -  Sure 

enough next  morning a f ter 

a  r ipping b i te  and savage 

batt le, she  was mine! ’”
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RICH HOGG

CANALCANAL
SESSIONSSESSIONS

PART 3 PART 3 
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3rd September 2016

Carrying on f rom last 

months Big Carp (a l l  back 

issues are avai lable -  www.

f r e e l i n e m a g a z i n e . c o m ) , 

This  is  how I  f inished this 

morning’s session, with a 

stunning supercharged mirror 

that  real ly  didnt want to see 

what my landing net  looked 

l ike.  Al l  angry and tensed 

up throughout i ts  short  t ime 

on the bank.  Absolutely love 

these beauti ful  canal  f ish!  This 

was the ic ing on the cake to a 

real ly  enjoyable morning!!! 

7th September 2016

Final ly  got  to my spot in 

the ear ly  hours, dr ipping with 

sweat and eager to get  those 

rods out  and try for  some kip. 

I  didn’t  real ly  manage any 

though as this  absolute steam 

train took of f  l ike a rocket , an 

hour or  so after  sett ing up, 

r ight  power house for  i ts  s ize 

and ful l  of  att i tude both on 

and of f  the bank!

11th September 2016

Another couple of hours in 

the right place at the right 

time and another lovely canal 



character on the bank. These 

quick mornings are really 

coming up with the goods... 

even if i  am stuck in land of the 

mid double mirrors ;-) Not sure 

what they fed on here but they 

don’t half pull back a bit!!!

17th September 2016

Little last-minute torpedo 

from this morning, saving me 

from a blank. Definitely a runner 

up prize compared to the 1 that 

slipped the hook an hour earlier 

but it’s been a while and the 

fish have gotta have a bit of 

luck now and again too. This 

one bounced into life seconds 

before the sun popped up over 

the trees and put an end to any 

more action so for that I can’t 

really grumble.

20th September 2016

For me, i t ’s  a l l  about the 

short  session.  I t ’s  a l l  about 

the unknown and doing my 

own thing.  Working hard for 

each f ish I  catch and hoping 

that  the next  one is  a  special 

one.  Yeah ok they might not  be 

70lb plus but what they are, 
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more action so for that I can’t 

really grumble.

20th September 2016

For me, i t ’s  a l l  about the 

short  session.  I t ’s  a l l  about 

the unknown and doing my 

own thing.  Working hard for 

each f ish I  catch and hoping 

that  the next  one is  a  special 

one.  Yeah ok they might not  be 

70lb plus but what they are, 
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to be back on i t .  Tight l ines 

for  the weekend and for  those 

into your preds, happy new 

pike season.

2nd October 2016

Sun burning through the 

mist  on a beauti ful  (but  quiet ) 

morning.

15th October 2016

Absolutely chuffed with 

this  one f rom this  morning’s 

4 hours.  My f i rst  session in 

about 9 months on a water  I 

br ief ly  touched last  winter  and 

are l i t t le  gems that  don’t  get 

targeted and rarely ( i f  ever) 

see the bank.  And f inal ly, 

returning them how they came 

out. . .  in  perfect  condit ion! 

30th September 2016

Manflu f inal ly  gone and back 

behind the rods for  a  few hours 

this  morning for  the f i rst  t ime 

in wel l  over  a  week.  This  is 

one f rom exact ly  2  years ago 

so i t  fe l t  r ight  to drop on the 

same spot.  Unfortunately, i t 

was a quiet  morning but great 
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decided I  would make more 

of  an ef fort  on this  Autumn 

/  Winter.  Not sure what to 

expect f rom here but what an 

opening sesh.

28th October 2016

Cheeky l i t t le  character  f rom 

this  morning.  Obviously we al l 

want the biggest  f ish going 

but i ts  nice to have a gl impse 

at  the future every now and 

again too.  Almost certainly 

never  seen a hook before 

and may not  for  quite some 

years.  They al l  count f rom of f 

the canal!  Tight l ines for  the 

weekend i f  your out!

10th November 2016

Tucked away in the hedge 

without a care is  so much 

better  than being in one of  the 

1000s of  cars on the motorway 

behind me this  morning. . . 

even when you blank.

16th November 2016

I t  was great  to be on the 

bank last  night with temps 

holding up and everything l i t 
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CATCH REPORTS

up by the br ight  moonl ight , 

even saw a couple of  shooting 

stars  and then the ic ing on the 

cake, this  l i t t le  wi ldy common 

which is  the f i rst  f ish (and on 

my f i rst  session)  s ince having 

the pr ivi lege of  jo ining the 

Nash bait  team! Also managed 

a tench which is  a  very rare 

thing of f  the Staf fs  Worcs cut 

and a surpr ise predator  too so 

a great  l i t t le  session and great 

things to come im sure.

17th November 2016

I I  put  a  predator  on the 

bank (2  in fact)  wel l  here is 

the better  of  the two and Im 

chuffed with this  one!  I  dent 

want to turn this  into ‘canal 

pike diary’  but  I  can’t  ‘not’ 

post  qual i ty  f ish l ike this! 

Amazing what a 99p pack of 

herr ing f rom the supermarket 

can do!!!

2nd December 2016

Another perfect  double 

f igure canal  pike on the bank 

this  morning but the carp rods 
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motionless on December’s 

f i rst  session.  Besta luck for 

the weekend al l ! 

16th Decembers 2016

Was great  being back behind 

the rods this  morning for  a 

few hours.  Even i f  the bream 

were throwing a party and i 

was providing the buffet!!!

31st December 2016

Well  guys I  hope you’ve al l 

had a great  Christmas and 

in fact  a  great  2016!  Another 

year  that’s  just  f lew past  in 

the bl ink of  an eye! 

 I ’ve been f l icking though 

my photos f rom the last  year 

and I  haven’t  done as badly 

as I  f i rst  thought, bit  of  r ig 

trouble ear ly  on in the year 

result ing in some lost  f ish and 

very f rustrat ing t imes but a l l 

sorted in the end some good 

characters on the bank, a l l 

but  s ize real ly.

I think for me though, my fish 

of the year has to be the 7.14lb 

chub, another reason why I 
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love canal fishing so much but 

one of my favourite carp from 

this year I think has to be the 

one below taken on the same 

morning sesh as the chub, 

not the biggest but one of the 

lookers from this year imo.

With 2016 now over, I ’m 

real ly  looking forward to 2017 

and in part icular  the next  few 

months doing my own thing 

on di f ferent  stretches of  canal . 

Some brand-new stretches 

and some unf inished business 

but hopeful ly  discovering a 

few secrets a long the way! 

I ’m also hoping to get  a  few 

sessions on a r iver  to grab my 

f i rst  r iver  carp and to remind 

mysel f  what a barbel  looks 

l ike too!

There’s  sooo much angl ing 

to do and seemingly so l i t t le 

t ime to get  i t  a l l  done!

A massive thanks to 

everyone for  fo l lowing my 

diary, i t ’s  real ly  appreciated 

and whatever  your targets are 

for  the year  ahead, I  hope you 

go out and smash them!!!
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I
t’s that prime time 

of the year to be zig 

f ishing. ,Here are my 2 

go-to zig set ups 

FIXED ZIG

1: Start by taking a spool of 

9lb Zig Line and form a small 

loop for the hair.

2: Now take a size 8 Mixa 

Hook and tie a knotless knot 

with a short hair.

3: Cut a 10mm piece of 

Si l icone Tubing and thread 

onto the eye of the hook, this 
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will  help open the gape and 

aid in hooking potential .

4: Attach your chosen hook 

bait, Rob favours black foam 

tipped with a f leck of red foam.

5:  Measure your hook l ink to 

your desired length. t ie a large 

f igure of 8 loop and thread on 

an Anti-Tangle Sleeve.-

6: Attach to a Lead Clip 

arrangement. Rob uses a 

standard Lead Clip with a Size 

8 QC Swivel, and a Naked Tail 

Rubber, this improves the anti-

tangle properties of the setup.

.
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How To Set Up An Adjust-

able Zig Float

F1: Attach a 3oz Pear  Lead to 

the stem and thread onto the 

mainl ine, fo l lowed by the Zig 

Float .

2 : Tie on the QC Swivel  pro-

vided and pul l  inside the f loat 

securing i t  in  place.

3:  Thread the Anti  Tangle 

Sleeve onto your hook l ink and 

attach i t  to  the QC Swivel .

4 :  Take a length of  PVA tape 

and neat ly  wrap around the 

Zig Float .  Nick the hook into 

the PVA Tape and the setup is 

ready to cast  out .
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OFF THE OFF THE 
MARKMARK
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A
fter the bites 

had dr ied up at 

the back end of 

last  year  an my 3 

Main Targets been caught on 

the lake next  door  I  decided 

I ’d jump back on my old haunt 

for  the Awinter  for  a  couple 

that  id got  some unf inished 

business with, I  came back 

across mid-November and a 

few nights in the condit ions 

took a turn for  the worse the 

warm mild south wester ly’s 

had turned into bitter ly  cold 

North easter ly’s  the f ish had 
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stopped showing and despite 

a move i t  was more than 

clear  the cold snap had ki l led 

i t  up unti l l  and al l  over  the 

Christmas period with barely 

a s ighting of  a  carp never 

mind a bite!  I ’d racked up 

maybe 25 blank nights s ince 

moving back over  when out of 

nowhere temperatures started 

to stabi l ise and after  a  per iod 

of  around 2 weeks of  mi ld 

ish temperatures no f rosts 

and a massive drop in the air 

pressure in January!

I  thought i f  i t ’s  gonna happen 

then i t ’s  gonna happen now.

This is  my window of 

opportunity a l though feel ing 

s l ight ly  beat  up and def lated 

i t  was game on, I  was gonna 

give em some bait  which I 

hadn’t  real ly  done since the 

last  t ime the lake had done a 

f ish which to my knowledge 

was around mid November,

I  got down late afternoon on 

the Thursday and just managed 

to get 3 rods on the money 

befor the l ight had completely 
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faded al l  3 spots had dif ferent 

amounts of bait  from a bag 

to 5 spombs to 8 spombs of 

the ever faithful  Dark TNT al l 

f ished match the hatch Style 

with Dark TNT wafters,

As ever the cold wet and 

windy January night past with 

no action and due to the big 

south easterly Winds hacking 

in at me, I  was never gonna 

here one show if  they were too,

I  was woken up early on the 

Friday to a couple of short 

bleeps , On inspection I  had 

a big old trai l ing bramble 

resting across the right hand 

rod blowing about in the wind 

setting off  the alarm, sti l l  being 

fair ly dark and wanting to just 

close my eyes and go back to 

sleep I  knew I had to deal with 

this Bramble, so I  got up and 

removed the bramble as I ’m 

stomping it  back into the bush 

out of no where my middle rod 

started absolutely r ipping!

I  was away! and being 

stood r ight  on the rods I 

was on i t  with in a second, 

The rod hooped round and I 

was connected to Somthing 

that  seemed to be heavy and 

holding i ts  ground when al l  of 

a  sudden I  fe l t  the pressure 

ease as the f ish turned with 

that  the l ine went s lack!

I  near ly  threw up !  that  one 

hurt  that  one hurt  a  lot , That 

was my f i rst  proper carp take 

in 45 nights across both lakes 

knowing al l  to  wel l  that  could 

have quite possibly been the 

only bite I  was gonna get!  I 

was convinced I ’d blown it 

and that  was i t  that  was my 

one chance done,

The weather  stayed 

persistent  and the next  48 

hours went by without so 

much as bleep or  a  s ighting 

when sat  watching the water/

rods almost  48 hours later  to 

the minute I  had what I  can 

only descr ibe as a bit  of  tenchy 

take on the r ight  hand rod 

which was f ished on a c loser 

on spot  which at  bite t ime 

real ly  wasn’t  the one, So in a 

bit  of  a  huf f  I  went out  to the 

EXCLUSIVE



EXCLUSIVE

BigCarp 114

rods in the wind an rain picked 

up the rod and wound down to 

what I  real ly  though was sure 

to be a red eyed Tinker  Then I 

fe l t  the resistance!  This  ain’t 

no Tench! I  was only in again 

the lake hadn’t  done a bite 

s ince mid November and I ’ve 

had 2 in 48 hours!  absolutely 

Buzzin and immense rel ief  to 

see this  one f inal ly  ro le  over 

the net  cord after  a  short  s low 

an steady Batt le,

After a quick look it was clear 

to see it was one that Id had 

before a couple of times now 

so this will be the 3rd time! 

However I was always gonna 

have repeats when targeting 

only very a small number of fish,

First  one of  the year  for  me 

and f i rst  one of  the year  f rom 

the lake!  Get up there BC

The Lemon at  39lb 4oz.
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SINGLESINGLE
SLINGERSLINGER
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A
pril is  without 

doubt  one o f  my 

favouri te  months 

to  be  outs ide, 

e i ther  at  the  lake, at  the  carp 

farm or  in  my garden.  The 

margina l  p lats  are  burst ing 

with  f resh growth, the  dawn 

chorus  is  at  i ts  very  best  and 

most  important ly, the  carp 

are  becoming increas ingly 

act ive.  Steadi ly  r is ing water 

temperatures  and increased 

day lengths  cer ta in ly  t r igger 

f i s h  t o  s t a r t  m o v i n g  a r o u n d 

t h e i r  h o m e  a n d  a l t h o u g h  i t 

c a n  b e  c o o l  a t  n i g h t ,  f i s h 

a r e  q u i c k  t o  s e e k  w a r m t h  i n 

t h e  d a y s .

I ’m a great  fan of  s ingle 

hookbaits  at  this  t ime of  year, 

and although I  l ike to have 

spots pr imed, I ’m always 

looking for  an opportunity to 

f i re  a  s ingle at  showing f ish, 

so sett ing up with r igs I  know 

wil l  present, such as a hinge 

or  chod is  key
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Angling  Tru st  Volu ntee rs

The network of  volunteers  we have 
across the country is  hugely impressive, 
a nd their  work of  supporting  f isheries 
often goes  unnoticed.  They are  usual ly 
t he  f irst  to  show up to  l i t ter-picks , 
receiving  training  to  aid  them on 
t heir  regular  patrols  to  help  prevent 
poa ching and f ish  theft ,  and the  f inest 
ones  are  upstanding pi l lars  of  their 
l oca l  communities .
Reg ional  Enforcement  Support 
M a nager  for  the  Midlands Kevin 
Pea rson recognised Nigel  S i lverstone 
a s  one of  those  f ine  examples , 
presenting  him with  a  Volunteering 
Excel lence Award.
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CARP CHAT

We’ve been busy behind the scenes again!
As part  of  our 2026 f ishery plans ,  we netted Middle  Pool 

on Monday to  monitor  the carp stock and thin out  the bream 
and si lvers .  Nearly  800lb was moved across  to  Doughnut  Pool 
for  the match lads .  The good news? The carp are looking spot 
on.  Some absolute  crackers  in  the nets  before being returned 
safely.  Middle  is  set  to  be a  proper runs water  this  season! 
And don’t  forget … catch the Koi  and you’ l l  bag yourself  a  FREE 
48-hour session!  https://www.badenhal l f ishery.com/

BADEN HALL 
UPDATE 
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A friendly reminder for those fishing at Danson Park Lake. We’ve 

received a number of reports recently, so here’s a quick reminder 

of the fishing rules to help everyone enjoy the lake responsibly:

Fishing is only allowed in the designated area during daylight 

hours. Night fishing is not permitted at any time of year. Bait 

boats and sling shots are not allowed on or near the lake

Please take home all equipment — especially fishing lines, 

which can harm wildlife

Following these rules helps keep the lake enjoyable for everyone. 

Don’t forget, the closed season begins 16 March

DANSON PARK
NEWS UPDATE



Carp Chat

F R E E L I N E  1 2

Carp ChatCARP CHAT

A friendly reminder for those fishing at Danson Park Lake. We’ve 

received a number of reports recently, so here’s a quick reminder 

of the fishing rules to help everyone enjoy the lake responsibly:

Fishing is only allowed in the designated area during daylight 

hours. Night fishing is not permitted at any time of year. Bait 

boats and sling shots are not allowed on or near the lake

Please take home all equipment — especially fishing lines, 

which can harm wildlife

Following these rules helps keep the lake enjoyable for everyone. 

Don’t forget, the closed season begins 16 March

DANSON PARK
NEWS UPDATE

F R E E L I N E  1 3F R E E L I N E  1 3

CARP CHAT



F R E E L I N E  1 4

Carp ChatCarp ChatCARP CHAT



F R E E L I N E  1 4

Carp ChatCarp ChatCARP CHAT Carp ChatCARP CHAT

F R E E L I N E  1 5

BLUEBELL’S NEW 
OPENING HOURS

 From Wednesday 1st of  Apri l  our Summer Opening hours wil l 

be back and have now changed:

• Day Tickets Available: 7am unti l  7pm

• Tackle Shop Open: 7am unti l  7pm Seven days a week

Our current winter opening hours remain 8am unti l  6pm for 

t icket purchases and our tackle shop up unti l  and including 

31st March 2026

This is dif ferent from previous years so i f  you are planning on 

arriving in the evening, gates wil l  close at 7pm from Wednesday 

1st Apri l . 
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LYMM ANGLING 
WAITING LISTS 

Inv i tes  begin  on 1st  February  and here ’s  how i t  wi l l  work :
Inv i tes  wi l l  be  sent  in  batches  o f  250 , s t r ict ly  in  the  order 

people  jo ined the  wai t ing l i s t
Each batch wi l l  have 48  hours  to  s ign up and complete 

payment  before  the  next  batch is  inv i ted
This  wi l l  cont inue unt i l  we reach our  season membership 

target , a t  which point  membership  wi l l  c lose
Important  to  know:
I f  you don’t  manage to  purchase with in  your  48-hour  window, 

you haven’t  lost  your  chance.  You can st i l l  buy a  membership 
for  as  long as  memberships  remain open — however, demand 
is  h igh, so  we st rongly  recommend s igning up as  soon as 
your  inv i te  ar r ives  to  avoid  d isappointment .
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PAVYOTTS MILLS GETS 
NEW STOCK

We’ve introduced a 
fresh batch of quality 
fish into the maze lake 
to keep sport high and 
rods bending. The new 
arrivals are settling 
in well and already 
showing across several 
areas of the water.

This stocking is 
part of our ongoing 
commitment to 
maintaining healthy 
fish stocks, great 
sport ,  and an enjoyable 
experience for all 
anglers visiting the 
lake.

The new fish range 
between 30lb to 40lb

Please ring the 
office for your 2026 
bookings:

07913953844
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Val Dore Lakes

Experience the

FREE BROCHURE  : 
Call evening 

00 33 608 109 134
english spoken

or email us : contact@valdore.com

CARP AVERAGE
WEIGHT  :  30 lb

CARPS up to  74 lb ...!

W E B  :  W W W . V A L D O R E . C O M
email : contact@valdore.com

- £ 255 / angl / week
- 6 lakes - 60 acres
- 24 tons of carp
- Restaurant / Bar
- Wi昀 - Elect on swim
- Carpark on  all swims
- Log cabins
- Tackle shop

big carp venue
in northern
France Only 1 hr 1/2

from Calais !

RestaurantTackle shopCabins

90 MILES
FROM CALAIS

ONLINE

BOOKING

 AVAILABLE
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LINEAR GO BIG ON
THINKING ANGLERS

Big restock of Thinking Anglers just arrived in the shop. Plenty 

of Zig Kickers and Barrels, Mainline and Braid, Terminal Tackle 

and more.Pop in and have a look and start getting stocked up 

for the Spring.

All shop inquiries call 01865  548199.
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FREE Fishing Tui t ion Day  We’re  de l ighted to  be  host ing a 

f ree  f i sh ing tu i t ion  day in  partnership  with  Sussex & Surrey 

Angl ing Tui t ion at  Summers  Ponds F ishery  & Campsi te.  Date : 

6th  June 2026 Who: Idea l  for  beginners  and anyone looking 

to  bui ld  conf idence Cost : Complete ly  f ree  (advance booking 

requi red)  Al l  equipment  is  provided, a long with  expert 

guidance, making th is  a  per fect  opportuni ty  to  learn  to  f i sh 

in  a  re laxed and beaut i fu l  set t ing.  Book your  p lace  here : 

h t t p s : / / s w i m b o o k e r. c o m / e v e n t / f 2 f a 7 6 5 9 - 1 7 5 4 - 4 1 9 8 - a 2 2 e -

8b4f29b691ba Facebook l ink : ht tps : / / fb.me/e/6YY8UjS6D 

Spaces  are  l imited and booking is  essent ia l .  See  you there

S U M M E R S  P O N D 
F R E E  F I S H I N G 
T U I T I O N  D AY
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We are now actively looking to 
expand the Octopus Baits Team.

It is about dedicated anglers, 
consistent results, and 
representing a bait brand built 
on quality ingredients, proven 
performance, and attention to 
detail.

We’re looking for anglers who 
take pride in how they fish, what 
they use, and how they conduct 

themselves on the bank. What we’re looking for:
 Carp anglers who fish all seasons. A genuine belief in high-

quality bait . Professional bankside conduct. Clean, considered 
catch photography. Honest feedback and long-term commitment. 
Just anglers who value quality and fish with intent.

What we offer:
Team-level bait support and preferential pricing.
Early access to new developments.
Input into future bait work.
Backing from a growing, premium UK bait brand.
A focused team environment.
Day ticket and syndicate anglers considered.
Applications via the website. We’re building a team that reflects 

the standards behind the bait .

OCTOPUS BAITS
TEAM PLACES
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R I P  J AY  M U N G O 
C AT E R

It’s with great sadness i  write this devastating status ,  early 
this morning  the Fishing industry lost a very dear friend to ALL 
Jay Mungo Cater  ,   ,   i  can’t express the sadness we all  feel ,Jay is 
a true legend of a man an went above & Beyond in helping ACA  
reach such amazing heights and helping so so many families& 
children along the way , ,   The big fella is now in the arms of his 
amazing father Roger & mother Christine ,  ,  ,  my heart really 
really  goes out to all  his Family & Friends and team RidgeMonkey  
.  You’ll  be sorely missed my friend
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CDAA are delighted to 
announce a 24-hour pairs match 
at one of  our standout venues 
Semtex Lake,  Brynmawr.

This  match is  open to  al l 
members ,  and is  especial ly 
aimed at  those who may not 
yet  have had the opportunity 
to  f ish Semtex.  You do not 

require a  night  syndicate membership to enter  this  competit ion. 
We’re  excited to  showcase the incredible  transformation the 
lake has undergone,  thanks to  the monumental  ef forts  of  our 
c lub volunteers  and members .

The match wil l  take place over Saturday 18th and Sunday 
19th of  Apri l .  Prime t ime with carp being at  their  top weights 
before spawning,  this  isn’t  an opportunity  to  be missed.

Entries  are l imited to  a  maximum of  9  pairs ,  with places 
al located strict ly  on a  f irst  come,  f irst  served basis  to  keep 
things fair  for  al l .

Booking  wi l l  be  avai lable  v ia  C lubmate  from Fr iday  24th 
March .  Fur ther  in for m at ion  regarding  rules ,  requirements , 
pr izes ,  and  other  useful  deta i ls  p lease  message  the  c lub  i f 
yo u  require  any  further  deta i ls .

This  promises to  be a  fantast ic  weekend of  great  f ishing, 
plenty of  banter,  and social is ing in  a  truly  stunning location.

S E M T E X  L A K E
PA I R S  M AT C H
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We’re  now looking  to  expand 
the  JH  Bai ts  Team for  the 
2026 season .  This  i sn’ t  about 
fo l lower  counts  or  forced 
posts  — i t ’ s  about  rea l  anglers , 
rea l  resul ts ,  and  represent ing 
a  bai t  brand that ’s  bui l t  on 
qual i ty,  consistency,  and 
proven performance .

What  we’re  looking  for :
Pass ionate  carp  anglers 
who f ish  regular ly.  Anglers 
who genuinely  bel ieve  in 
us ing  qual i ty  bai t .  A  posi t ive 
at t i tude  and good conduct 

on  the  ban k .  Wi l l i n gn ess  to  represent  JH  Bai ts  honest ly 
a nd profess i on al ly.  Catch  reports ,  photos ,  and  occas ional 
fe edback  on  p roducts

What  you’ l l  get :
 Team-on ly  bai t  sup p ort  &  discounts .  Early  access  to  new 

p roducts .   D irect  in p ut  into  bai t  development .   Backing  from 
a  growing  U K  bai t  bran d.   A  proper  team environment  — no 
e go ,  no  non sen se . 

A l l  s tyles  o f  an gl in g  considered:   Day  t icket  or  syndicate 
a nglers .  Sen d us :  •  A  short  intro  about  yoursel f

 •  Where  you f i sh  & how of ten
 •  A  few recen t  catch  p hotos

J O I N  J H  B A I T S
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I  can’t  bel ieve I  am here,  again.  Saying goodbye to  another 
of  my closest  fr iends,  CP,  a  true legend in  every sense of  the 
word.

I  have del iberately  picked this  old and battered picture as 
I  st i l l  remember the detai ls  so well ,  CP had just  caught  the 

C H R I S  P E A R S O N 
R I P  B Y  D AV E 
L A N E
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Eye,  the biggest  in  the land at  that  t ime but ,  short ly  before ,  he 
had been running across  the out  of  bounds woods at  Sonning, 
chasing Storm Dog with a  big  st ick for  straying up to  my bivvy 
for  a  cuddle  and a  biscuit ,  again.

I  was rol l ing around laughing and Storm thought  i t  was al l  a 
big  game.

Every day with CP was an adventure,  I  have a  mil l ion stories 
of  him,  a  character  so much larger  than l i fe  that  only  those 
lucky enough to  have known him could ever,  even start  to 
understand.

CP,  for  al l  his  shenanigans and dodgy deal ings ,  had the most 
amazing moral  code.  Family  and close fr iends were his  l i fe 
and he took no prisoners  outside this  c ircle;  you were either 
a  “Good old Boy ”  or  a  “Bad Bastard”  there were no grey areas .

He had an entire language of his own, punctuated by words he 
had made up or mis-pronounced and the classic ‘Drismal’ has now 
become a standard description of a dull wet day for nearly everyone 
I know.

We f irst  met  in  a  grass  car  park next  to  Horton about  30 years 
ago,  while  queuing for  the start  of  the season the fol lowing 
morning,  by midnight  we were f irm fr iends and thirty  years 
later  we were l ike brothers .

He cal led me ‘Raver’  from day one,  and I  wil l  a lways hear  that 
voice in  my head “kett le  on Raver”  or  “You know the f lavour 
Raver”  i f  we were in  agreement on one of  the many things we 
planned,  plotted or  schemed.

He was,  quite  l i teral ly,  one of  a  kind and,  a lso ,  one of  an ever-
decreasing breed of  good men that  know right  from wrong and 
choose whichever one is  best  on the day.

We wil l  miss  him dearly.
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ESP QUICKDRAW
BROLLY

The ultra popular Quickdraw Brolly in warmer times.. Roll on 
spring! ESP Quickdraw Brolly — Key Specs & Info. If you’re after 
a proper mobile carp shelter, the ESP Quickdraw is designed for 
short sessions, stalking and overnighters where speed and low 
bulk matter.

Material & Build
• 210D dark olive fabric
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• 5,000mm waterproof rating
• Light-proof inner laminate (cooler & less glare inside)
• 8.5mm fibreglass ribs with space-saving locking hub
What’s included
• Mozzy drape front (toggle fit – no zips to jam)
• Mini detachable groundsheet
• 4 storm poles (2 short, 2 long)
• Peg set & carry bag

Features anglers care about
• Quick setup & pack away — ideal for mobile fishing
• Fits most bedchairs and rod holdalls
• Adjustable storm sides (3 pegging points) for weather or uneven 
banks
• Good visibility of the water while sat inside
• Mozzy mesh for summer nights without fully closing the shelter
A really practical “grab and go” brolly — quicker than a bivvy but 
still proper protection from rain, wind and insects.

Available Sizes
• 52” version
• 58” version (more headroom & bedchair space)

Dimensions
52” – 220cm (W) x 178cm (D) x 100–120cm (H)
58” – 250cm (W) x 185cm (D) x 110–130cm (H)

Weight (full system inc Mozzy mesh, pegs, bag, 4 poles, etc)
• 52” – approx 5.7kg
• 58” – approx 6kg
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Another new edit ion to  our best-sel l ing MX10 Series  has 
arrived.  Stainless  steel  hour and minute hands catch a  subtle 
sheen at  the twist  of  your wrist ,  while  c lean l ight  grey numerals 
and a  s leek gloss  white  second hand keep the dial  cr isp and 
effort lessly  legible .  The unmistakable  marks of  a  great  f ie ld 
watch.
But  look closer.  The MX10 Storm features green and orange 
tr it ium i l lumination,  with a  str iking orange tr it ium second 
hand that  adds just  the r ight  point  of  functional  di f ference.
Choose your setup:  rugged rubber,  c lassic  webbing,  or  a 
matching brushed stainless  steel  bracelet . 

NITE
MX10 STORM
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I f  you’ve not  seen the Advanced Boi l ie  Crusher, where have 

you been? 

When i t  comes to carp angl ing, bait  prep is  everything -  and 

the Advanced Boi l ie  Crusher is  a  ser ious edge.  Whether  you’re 

crushing boi l ies to bulk out  a  spod mix or  loading sol id PVA 

bags, this  tool  gives you complete control  over  your mixes 

RIDGEMONKEY
BOILIE CRUSHER
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Perfect  for  creat ing a consistent  crumb, i t  helps re lease 

attract ion fast  and keeps carp feeding longer over  your spot . 

No more smashing bait  by hand -  just  c lean, ef f ic ient  and 

repeatable results  every t ime you prep 

Bui l t  tough for  l i fe  on the bank, the Advanced Boi l ie  Crusher 

is  easy to use, easy to c lean, and packs away neat ly  inside i ts 

own bag.  I t ’s  ideal  for  long sessions, overnighters, or  quick 

tr ips when you want consistency in your bait  appl icat ion 

I f  you’re ser ious about carp f ishing and want to sharpen your 

approach, this  is  one bit  of  k i t  you’ l l  use session after  session. 

Once i t ’s  in your armoury, you’ l l  never  leave home without i t 





BAIT BAIT 
STRUCTURE:STRUCTURE:

CARBOHYDRATESCARBOHYDRATES

ANDY LITTLE

Although they are present  in  small  amounts ,  the smallest 
of  a l l  the organic  constituents  of  the formula C6 H2 06, 
there is  a  great  variety  of  natural ly  occurring types ,  from 
very simple forms containing three carbon atoms to  very 
complex forms containing thousands of  carbon atoms.  They 
are of  fundamental  importance to  al l  forms of  l i fe  and are 
produced init ial ly  by plants ,  a lgae,  and some bacteria  by the 
process  of  photosynthesis .  Photosynthesis  uses  l ight  energy 
from sunlight  to  convert  the atmospheric  gas  carbon dioxide 
(C02) and water  (H20) carbohydrate .  The green plant  pigment 
chlorophyl l  is  needed to  ef fect  this  reaction.  The equation for 
this  reaction is  usual ly  expressed as:-  6C02 + 6 H20 SUNLIGHT 
& CHLOROPHYLL C6 H12 06 02 (oxygen is  a  waste  product) .

The oxygen given off  by this  process  is  how aquatic  plants 
oxygenate the water.  (We are also dependent  on plants  for  our 
own oxygen supply) .  Much of  the carbohydrate produced is 
used to  supply energy for  survival ,  growth and reproduction 

F R E E L I N E   4 3
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by converting (burning)  glucose back to  C02 and H20 in  the 
presence of  oxygen producing large amounts  of  ATP (remember 
36 molecules  of  ATP per  molecule  of  glucose) .  In  the absence of 
oxygen,  the process  is  much less  ef f ic ient ,  and large amounts 
of  lact ic  acid are produced.

*ATP ADENOSINE TRIPHOSPHATE
The carbohydrate glucose not  used for  energy production 

is  converted into complex carbohydrates  (polysaccharides) , 
which includes such things as  starch,  cel lulose,  glycogen, 
pectin ,  munn and xylans .  The compounds are used either  as 
reserves of  energy,  e .g .  starches glycogen and inul in ,  or  for 
structural  support ,  e .g .  cel lulose,  xylans and chit in .  Plants 
for  example may contain as  much as  50% (by dry weight)  of 
cel lulose,  and this  material  provides the plant  with a  skeleton. 
(Each plant  cel l ,  has  a  wal l  consist ing of  cel lulose) .  They can 
be extremely hard materials  too;  the l ignins and xylans give 
wood its  structural  strength and hardness .  Seeds,  part icularly 
grains  and cereals ,  are  r ich in  the starches to  provide a  food 
reserve for  the seedling.  As  you must  have now worked out 
for  yourself ,  ‘p lants ’  are  a  r ich source of  carbohydrates  and 
therefore take up the f irst  place in  any food chain.  (They are 
known as  primary products) .  A  good way of  est imating the 
potential  of  a  f ishery is  to  look at  the amount of  primary 
products  the plants  or  algae present  in  summer.

Carbohydrates  and Carp
Cel lulose is  probably the most  abundant  natural  carbohydrate 

and a  good place to  begin.  Cel lulose is  composed of  l inked 
glucose molecules  l inked B1 -  4  that  is  N = approximately  3000 
glucose molecules .  So cel lulose is  potential ly  a  r ich source of 
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energy.  Unfortunately  the abi l i ty  to  use cel lulose as  an energy 
source is  not  open to  many animals;  ruminants  (catt le  etc .)  have 
evolved a  unique four-chambered stomach to  digest  i t .  Carp 
do process  the enzyme cel lulose,  which releases the glucose 
molecules  from the molecule ,  but  this  enzyme only works at 
temperatures above 24 degrees C ,  which means that  the Brit ish 
carp population can only  use cel lulose rarely  as  an energy 
source ( in  warm summers) .  Undigested cel lulose provides a 
high f ibre diet .  Cel lulose does have one applicat ion in  f ishing 
as  a  bait  binder.  (Wallpaper paste  is  made of  cel lulose.)  Used 
in  the r ight  concentration,  i t  forms strong gels  in  nature to 
obtain any benefit  from cel lulose,  and the f ish must  feed on 
aquatic  inhabitants  that  can uti l ise  i t .

Starches
Carp possess  the ful l  range of  enzymes to  uti l ize  starches , 

i .e . ,  amylases ,  maltases  and invertase (remember complex 
molecules  need to  be broken down into their  basic  units  before 
they can be used for  energy) ,  thus grains  and cereals  of fer 
themselves as  a  r ich food source for  the f ish .  As  both cel lulose 
and starches are large relat ively  insoluble  substances ,  they 
have a  very bland taste  and are unl ikely  to  serve as  attractors 
or  f lavours .  The attract ion potential  of  these products  is  most 
probably related to  the range of  small  molecules  attracted to 
them.  Seeds and cereals ,  e .g .  nuts ,  part ic les ,  semolina,  barley, 
etc . ,  wi l l  contain a  whole range of  oi ls ,  proteins  and amino 
acids .  Chit in ,  the tough material  that  makes up the exoskeleton 
of  many invertebrates ,  is  a lso an important  dietary component; 
there are however doubts  about  i ts  digestibi l i ty.



F R E E L I N E   4 6F R E E L I N E   4 6

Simple Sugars
These consist  of  just  one or  two molecules  l inked together. 

Sugar examples  are: 
Sucrose.  Two l inked are:  Glucose and fructose.  Sucrose is 

the produce of  sugar cane and sugar beet  and is  the common 
ref ined sugar. 

Maltose.  Two l inked sugars  are Glucose and Glucose.  This  is 
the common product  of  the enzyme cleavage of  starch.

Lactose.  Two l inked sugars  are Lactose and Glucose.  This 
is  the milk  sugar,  and i t ’s  found in  al l  milks .  They are known 
as  disacchorides (di  =  two sugar residues) .  They require the 
act ion of  inverlase to  make them avai lable  to  enzymes to 
mainstream metabolism. 

Glucose,  also known as extrose,  has been previously described. 
Tractose.  Nearly  as  important  in  metabolism as  glucose. 
Ribose:  A f ive-carbon sugar important  structural ly  for  (DNA).
(RNA).  DNA Deoxyribonucleic  acid .
RNA – Ribonucleic  acid .  S imple sugars  such as  those l isted 

are not  l ikely  to  occur in  any signif icant  quantit ies  in  the diet 
of  f ish .  They appear in  the blood and t issues due to  the act ion 
of  enzymes on the commonly occuring dietary polysaccharides . 
They are also produced by the conversion of  other compounds, 
part icularly  some amino acids ,  part icularly  glutamate,  a lanine, 
argmime,  glutamine and asparlate .  Glycerol  from fats  and oi ls 
is  a lso important  in  this  process .  Glucenogenisis  occurs  at  i ts 
highest  levels  during periods of  carbohydrate starvation.

Importance and Uses of  Simple Sugars .
As you must  be well  aware,  the s imple sugars  are powerful 

sweetening agents  and are readi ly  soluble  in  water.  I t  is 
interesting to  note that  honey,  a  long-favoured sweetener/
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attractor  is  r ich in  fructose,  a  sugar found mostly  in  fruits . 
Carbohydrates  in  the diet  are  essential  and are used mainly  for 
energy production.  The energy is  important  in  the assimilat ion 
of  proteins .  I f  the diet  is  def ic ient  in  carbohydrates ,  many of 
the amino acids  l iberated from the protein wil l  be converted to 
glucose to  provide energy for  the remainder to  be incorporated 
as  new protein .  Commercial ly  prepared carp feed pel lets 
contain 8% glucose to  provide the energy needed for  maximum 
growth/protein synthesis .  Energetical ly,  one molecule  of 
glucose wil l  provide the energy for  approximately  17 amino 
acids  to  be l inked or  about  half  of  one small  protein .

Carbohydrates not  needed for immediate energy requirements 
are converted to  glycogen or  fat .  Glycogen is  broken down 
rapidly  on demand,  part icularly  under stress  condit ions 
promoted by adrenal in ,  the f l ight  or  f ight  hormone.  During 
the f ight  the f ish rapidly  depletes  i ts  glycogen store ,  which 
can take up to  two days to  replace.  Large amounts  of  lact ic 
acid accumulate  in  the muscles  during the rapid ut l i l isat ion 
of  glycogen.  This  can result  in  lact ic  acid shock,  often lethal  i f 
the f ight  is  unduly prolonged. 

To sum up:  dietary carbohydrate is  essential  and wil l  be 
obtained by the f ish feeding on vegetable  matter,  insects , 
molluscs ,  crustaceans and other f ish .  This  carbohydrate wil l 
be  in  the form of  large polysaccharides .  Polysaccharides ,  when 
bought  and used in  pure form,  are bland and poorly  soluble 
so are unl ikely  to  be useful  as  attractors  but  wil l  make good 
bait  binders .  S imple sugars  are very ef fect ive sweeteners  and 
attractors .  In  the natural  world,  carbohydrates  are the vehicle 
used to  process  the sun’s  energy into chemical  energy useful 
for  l iving organisms.





SPECIAL OLD LIME SPECIAL OLD LIME 
FROM A CLUB FROM A CLUB 

WATERWATER

DARYL MOODY

I  had been watching this  one along with three other  of  the 
originals  over  my bait  in  the torrential  rain taking the odd 
free offering in  depths of  no more than 3ft .  Put  i t  this  way, 
you could see them better  than your own hand.  You could see 
the point  when their  behaviour changed as  they real ised there 
was food,  as  they would swim by s lowly and circle  to  look 
for  l ine in  others  area.  A mixture of  RGs Baits  Formula and 
Vitalac  freebies  with a  handful  of  maize for  visual  and hemp to 
keep them rooting around was the lead-up to  this  one taking 
a  Formula wafter.  I  love a  crusty old batt leaxe!
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LOCK STOCK AND LOCK STOCK AND 
TWO SMOKING TWO SMOKING 

BARRELLED BARRELLED 
HOOKBAITS.HOOKBAITS.

JOHN THORNLEY

I ’ve  been f ishing the famous Ringstead f ishery in  the Nene 
Val ley s ince January 2017,  and although I  thought  I ’d  done 
alr ight  in  my f irst  season on this  big  f ish water  with s ix  f ish 
up to  46lb 4oz,  the pieces  of  the puzzle  were st i l l  required to 
be put  into place to  unlock one of  i ts  A-Team f ish.
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The summer of  2017 was granite  on there for  me and real ly 
taught  me a  lesson about  making the most  of  your t ime on 
the bank instead of  just  fol lowing the crowds,  f i l l ing i t  in  and 
camping behind the rods with long periods of  inactivity.  I  knew 
that  I  had to  do something dif ferent  to  the norm this  season 
to  produce the bites  from the bigger f ish in  the lake.  I  started 
my 2018 campaign in  March just  as  the Beast  from the East 
decided to  visit  the Nene Val ley area.  I t  was to  be the coldest 
winter  in  the last  few decades,  and i t  knocked the f ishing back 
for  a  fair  few weeks. 

With this  in  mind,  I  decided to  start  my spring campaign at 
the beginning of  Apri l  and managed to  use this  t ime on the 
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bank to  f ish areas of  the lake that  weren’t  as  busy as  the main 
open water  swims.  The swim that  I  real ly  fancied was cal led 
the Aviary,  which is  located in  the northeast  corner of  the lake. 
The swim has a  lovely  margin area that  s lopes off  into 10ft  of 
water.  I ’d  worked out  that  the f ish l ike to  spend a  great  deal 
of  t ime sunbathing in  this  area by watching their  behaviour 
from up the trees  throughout  the summer of  2017.  They would 
quite  happily  spend the late  morning and afternoons in  the 
margin of  the Aviary after  their  main morning feed out  in  the 
deeper area of  the lake.

I  knew that  the prep work with the leading rod would pay 
off  in  this  area i f  I  could locate  a  few good spots .  One of  these 
areas was at  the base of  the marginal  shelf  in  8ft  of  water. 
The spot  was no bigger  than dustbin l id  and was surrounded 
by Canadian weed.  I t  was a  nice  small  gravel  spot  that  the 
f ish had kept  c lean and was worth placing r ig  on with a  few 
handfuls  of  bait  over  i t .  Would i t  tr ip  one of  the bigger f ish up 
on i ts  way back from the main dinner table? 

I  ended up having seven takes and landing six  f ish in  21 
nights  throughout  Apri l  and May,  and four of  those takes came 
off  the dustbin l id  spot .  Although I  was happy with the prep 
work and the number of  takes ,  the average size  of  the f ish was 
only  15lb.  I  ended up with the nickname of  the Stockie  King, 
which didn’t  worry me,  as  I  knew my tact ics  and bait  were 
working,  and consistency and confidence has always played a 
massive part  in  my f ishing.

I  pul led off  the lake at  the end of  May,  as  the f ish were due 
to  spawn in June,  and the lake normally  c loses  down for  their 
annual  spawning act ivit ies .  I  left  them to i t  and enjoyed several 
weeks of  hot  weather with my family,  wait ing for  the weather 
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to  change and a  low-pressure system make an appearance.
Final ly,  after  what  l ike seemed an age,  there was a  break in 

the hot  weather system,  and a  low pressure front  was forecast 
for  the weekend of  August  10 th with a  southwesterly  wind due 
that  would push into the banks of  the Aviary swim.  This  weather 
system also coincided with a  new moon phase –  another thing 
that  I  base my sessions around,  as  I ’m a  big  bel iever  in  the 
forces  of  the moon.

I  prepped my gear  and kept  an eye on the weather forecast . 
The southwesterly  was due to  arrive on the Friday morning, 
and I  arranged my session to  arrive at  the lake on Friday 
evening after  work.  On arrival ,  I  noticed that  four of  the main 
swims were taken,  and I  decided to  head round to  main lodge 
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NITEWATCHES.COM

TRITIUM
ILLUMINATION

SAPPHIRE
CRYSTAL

5 YEAR
WARRANTY

SWISS-MADE
MOVEMENT

THE ORIGINAL BRITISH TRITIUM WATCH COMPANY

Reviews 5,768  •  Excellent

                                               4.6

For the past three years, Dave Coleman, Former Royal Marine and his team of instructors have all been 
testing their HAWK watches to the limits in mud, wet, cold and extreme outdoor conditions whilst pushing 

recruits to hell and back. 

Did the HAWK let them down?... NO

Nite watches are continuously put to the test by our Mavericks and come with a 5 Year Warranty, 
Swiss movements, super bright tritium illumination and most importantly a build quality that is designed 

to be used and abused by those who live for the outdoors.

NITE MAVERICK
FORMER ROYAL MARINE
DAVE COLEMAN
WEARS THE HAWK
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to  have a  look at  the catch report  and say hel lo  to  a  few of  the 
syndicate  members f ishing the opposite  bank to  the Aviary.

I ’d  only  been standing on the opposite  bank to  the Aviary for 
f ive  minutes  when a  f ish stuck i ts  head out  in  the margins of 
the Aviary,  which was al l  I  needed to  see .  I  was soon heading 
round to  the Aviary to  get  the rods out  for  the night .  I t  was one 
of  those occasions when everything goes r ight ,  and I  got  the 
rods out  onto the spots  without  any dramas.  Someone must 
have been smil ing down on me that  Friday evening.  I t  started 
to  rain around 8pm,  and I  saw another three f ish show in the 
swim before i t  got  dark. 

I  l ike  to  get  up early  on the f irst  morning of  my session,  as 
we al l  know it ’s  the best  t ime to  watch the water.  One of  the 
other members had caught  a  mid 30lb mirror  in  the night , 
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and there were signs that  they were st i l l  feeding out  in  the 
deeper water  in  front  of  me,  so  I  was hoping they would end 
up coming closer  in  to  the margins as  the morning wore on.

I ’d  just  said farewell  to  one of  the other  members ,  as  they 
were leaving the lake,  and I  went  and sat  back down on my 
bedchair.  At  10.30am,  I  had a  massive drop back on the rod 
on the dustbin l id  spot .  I  looked at  the l ine ,  and i t  had moved 
around 12ft  to  the left  of  the spot  as  the f ish real ised i t  had 
made a  mistake by picking up the double  barrel  Liver  Supreme 
hook bait  from Sterl ing Baits .

On went  the chesties ,  and I  f l icked off  the alarm and picked 
the rod up,  pul l ing the l ine out  of  the c l ip  and winding down 
to the f ish .  I  was expecting another stockie  to  be on the end 
of  the r ig  sulking in  the weed,  but  that  was unti l  the rod bent 
over and I  real ised i t  was no stockie .  The f ish rol led,  and I 
real ised I  was attached to  one of  the A-Team,  as  i ts  sheer bulk 
rocked the surface of  the lake.  With steady pressure applied, 
I  got  i t  moving towards me unti l  i t  held i ts  ground,  using i ts 
weight  to  move along the marginal  shelf  in  front  of  me.

There’s  one f ish in  particular  that  is  known to do this ,  as 
my good fr iend Chris  Johnson had described the f ight  to  me 
when he caught  i t  last  season.  The nerves started to  creep 
in ,  but  I  gently  coaxed the f ish up the shelf  and towards me. 
The terminal  tackle  and size  4  hook did i ts  job as  i ts  head hit 
the spreader block and the f ish’s  massive frame was engulfed 
by my net .  I t  was at  that  moment that  I  real ised that  I  had 
Ringsted’s  mighty Lock Stock in  the bottom of  the net  and al l 
that  preparation through the snow,  ice  and rain of  the spring 
had paid off .

I ’d  l ike  to  thank Alan Tring of  Sterl ing Baits  and my bro 
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Chris  Johnson for  helping me talk  Lock Stock onto the bank 
that  weekend.  For  the record,  Lock Stock weighed in  at  49lb 
14oz! 
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MORE TACKLE BOX, MORE TACKLE BOX, 
LESS XBOXLESS XBOX

KRIS BINGHAM

Fishing and family  l i fe  can be hard to  balance,  and this  has 
been true for  me in  recent  years .  My sons have always been 
more into games consoles  and footbal l ,  and I  bel ieve in  not 
pushing them into things ,  lett ing them choose their  own path, 
but  always being there to  support  the pastime or  sport  they 
take to .  With a  few days off  work and t ime to  spend with 
my boys,  I  proposed a  f ishing tr ip ,  and to  my surprise  and 
excitement ,  the response was posit ive and plans were put  into 
motion.

This  was a  tr ip  that  needed a  l i t t le  excitement ,  not  just 
being there,  but  also a  few f ish to  real ly  show them what  the 
buzz is  a l l  about .  With this  in  mind,  and after  contemplating 
a  few local  venues,  I  decided on Brasenose One on the Linear 
Fisheries  complex,  knowing that  the drop in  temperatures and 
fresh winds of  late  this  lake had been throwing up hits  of  f ish 
over the past  week or  so .

With the venue checked off  the l ist ,  next  was the bait .  B1 
is  known as  a  water  with a  big  head of  f ish that  get  caught 
over large beds of  bait ,  so  there was only  one choice .  I  got  on 
the phone to  QC Baits  owner Phi l  Jackson to  order the latest 
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partic le  blend that  was causing quite  a  st ir  between the team 
of  f ie ld  testers ,  TNT,  and the usual  i tems in  my armoury being 
Creamy Fish boi l ie  and South West  specials  in  f luoro colours .

The day came,  and after  the batt le  of  f inishing work on a  busy 
Thursday evening,  I  headed home with that  famil iar  buzz that 
never seems to  leave you no matter  your age or  experience.  I 
col lected the boys,  packed the last  of  the gear,  and we departed 
ful l  of  hope and expectation.

Arriving at  the lake to  f ind only  one swim avai lable  was both 
lucky and a  l i t t le  disheartening,  as  i t  was on the back end of 
the southwesterly,  and I ’d  heard of  big  hits  of  f ish coming 
from the far  end of  the lake that  had the wind pushing into 
i t  consistently.  Nevertheless  with confidence in  my bait  and 
approach,  we promptly  jumped into the peg.  Time was gett ing 
on for  7pm,  and we decided to  set  about  gett ing the Titan 
erected and beds in  place ,  as  the chance of  moving onto f ish 
was nonexistent;  on venues such as  this  you often have to  play 
the hand that  you are dealt .

With the boys sett led,  i t  was t ime to  see what  we had in  front 
of  us .  B1 is  a  bowl l ike lake with few features to  f ish ,  so  a  4oz 
dumpy lead was sent  towards a  dist inctive tree on the horizon 
at  approximately  130 yards to  f ind a  very soft  drop and pul l ing 
into heavy Canadian.  I  continued to  skip over the weed unti l  I 
came across  a  c lear  area that  felt  pol ished in  places  at  around 
90 yards.  After  c l ipping up and a  few exploratory casts ,  I 
found the spot  to  be around 10ft  surrounded by deeper water 
and around ten square yards in  s ize ,  a  spot  that  had almost 
certainly  had a  good amount of  bait  on recently.

With my optimism renewed and boys bombarding me with 
questions and requests ,  we went  through the hows and whys 
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while  deploying the Spomb to the spot .  After  25 Spombs had 
touched down,  scattering the area with enough carpy goodness 
to  keep f ish rooting around,  three hel icopter  setups were 
armed with D-rigs  and pop-ups were balanced using the nifty 
pop-up weights  from Fox International .

Line c l ips  and wraps were explained,  the r igs  were then 
deployed to  the baited area and bobbins set  with t ight  l ines  to 
indicate  the s l ightest  movement ,  something I  f ind imperative 
when f ishing over partic le  when the carp tend to  feed with 
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much less  movement than with the scattered boi l ie  approach 
for  example.  This  coupled with a  short  ESP tungsten loaded 
hooklink would give instant  indication of  a  pickup.  The l ight 
faded quickly,  and with most  of  the snacks already demolished, 
the excitement and fresh air  hit  us  and the bivvy fel l  s i lent . 

At  12.30pm,  approximately  three hours after  the last  r ig  had 
sett led onto the lakebed,  the RX+ receiver  burst  into l i fe .  I 
r ipped open the zips  and made my way hasti ly  to  the rods, 
ful ly  expectant  of  l i t t le  feet  c lose behind me,  but  with rod 
bent  over,  I  glanced back towards the bivvy and chuckled to 
myself  –  not  a  peep.  With the f ish safely  netted,  weighed and 
sett led in  the recovery s l ing,  I  peered through the open door 
to  see two bl issful ly  unaware boys st i l l  fast  asleep.  I ts  funny 
how you tune in  to  the sound of  your alarm and wake instantly, 
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but  to  others… well ,  they ’d never know.
I  managed to  wake Thomas and coax him out  of  the comfort 

of  the bag to  see the f ish and take a  few pictures .  He was 
pleased to  see the common of  18lb,  though I ’m not  sure he was 
wide awake enough to  ful ly  appreciate  i t ,  so  hopeful ly  there 
would be more to  come.  Thomas was quickly  back to  s leep, 
but  for  me,  expectant  of  another bite  to  fol low,  i t  was a  l i t t le 
harder to  drop off .  The next  f ish would hold off  unti l  f irst  l ight 
though,  and a  f inicky indication resulted in  a  prist ine mirror 
of  20lb.  A few snaps and back she went  none the worse for 
her  appearance.  With the rod back on the spot  and just  a  few 
Spombs to  top up the area,  the session was fal l ing into place , 
so  I  thought .

The daytime went  by with no act ion or  s igns of  f ish at 
our end of  the water,  though I  could hardly  complain.  I  was 
gett ing the best  of  both worlds ,  being out  on the bank while 
spending t ime with two of  the most  important  people  in  my 
l i fe .  We spent  the day sharing laughs and playing games while 
periodical ly  trying to  act ivate  the swim by topping up with bait 
and discussing the hows,  whens and whys of  carp angl ing… I 
was in  my element .  They say t ime f l ies  when you are having 
fun,  and that  was certainly  true of  this  tr ip .  I t  was soon t ime 
to  order takeaway,  a  plus  of  f ishing such a  popular  day t icket 
water.  Needless  to  say,  the fresh air  had taken effect  again,  and 
the pizza stood no chance against  the three hungry anglers .

I  topped up the spot  once more and rebaited the r igs ,  ready 
for  the evening ahead.  I t  seemed the f ish would move into our 
end of  the lake at  night ,  and I  was sure of  more l ightless  act ion. 
I t  wasn’t  long before a  one-tone run made the boys jump,  and 
I  quickly  bent  into what  felt  l ike  a  better  f ish ,  with both boys 
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awake,  I  was keen to  land i t  and share the experience.  After  a 
tense batt le  with the f ish seemingly  knowing every patch of 
weed in  the area and trying to  bury i tsel f ,  we saw it  cross  the 
net  cord,  and rel ief  was felt  a l l  round.

A quick weigh-in and into the recovery s l ing she went ,  and 
the 24lb 10oz mirror  was sulking away while  we discussed the 
opportunity  to  hold a  carp for  the very f irst  t ime –  a  daunting 
prospect  just  a  summer ago,  but  they felt  ready.  I t  was a  very 
proud moment for  al l  three of  us ,  which went  seamlessly  with 
pictures  to  cherish for  a  l i fet ime.  Perhaps as  importantly  was 
the chance to  explain f ish care and why we do i t ,  releasing the 
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f ish back to  the dark water  having treated the hookhold and 
a  l i f ted scale  from a previous capture,  which seemed to be 
already heal ing nicely.  I  was proud to  see my boys taking i t  in 
and soaking the experience up l ike sponges.  The games console 
couldn’t  be any further  from their  minds.  I t  was a  good few 
hours of  excited conversation before we al l  fe l l  asleep ful ly 
sat isf ied by the experience we had just  shared.

Ten minutes  before sunrise  saw me winding down to connect 
with another f ish after  a  sudden drop-back.  A great  feature of 
the RX+ alarms from Fox is  that  a  drop-back sends out  a  lower 
tone to  that  of  the forward motion of  the rol ler,  a  great  l i t t le 
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feature.  A few minutes ’  f ight  and a  lovely  scaly  carp of  just 
over 15lb graced the net .  With the boys sound asleep after  an 
adrenal ine fueled night ,  I  decided to  take the pictures  myself 
without  waking them and sl ipped the f ish back with minimal 
distress .  The rod was rewrapped,  baited and reposit ioned on 
the spot ,  which I  once again topped up with a  few Spombs 
of  bait  and awaited the cal ls  for  breakfast ,  which took unti l 
9 .30am to my surprise… I ’m l iking the ef fect  this  f ishing has 
on them.

Well ,  with the bites  al l  coming in  the hours of  darkness or 
f irst  l ight ,  I  wasn’t  expecting any more act ion,  but  after  the 
boys had woken,  eaten and discussed heading home to our 
much loved Labrador,  I  was surprised by two bleeps from the 
r ight  hand rod.  On inspection,  a  pair  of  swans had just  crossed 
the front  of  the swim,  and I  refrained from l i f t ing the rod,  but 
the l ine pul led t ight  and slammed up against  the blank and 
was again into a  fairly  good sized f ish –  result  –  a  dayl ight 
capture for  the boys to  del ight  in .  This  t ime a  mirror  of  21lb 
6oz showed up for  the camera,  again behaving for  the boys 
and posing for  pictures ,  a lmost  sensing the nervousness in 
them,  and I  could not  be happier  with the result .  We al l  shared 
in  the magical  moment of  seeing the beauti ful  creature swim 
off  happily  into the depths to  hopeful ly  one day bring as  much 
joy to  another angler.

A slow pack up was soon underway as we watched fish rolling 
over the spot for the first time during our trip, but I didn’t mind 
one bit… My job was done and my heart content knowing that 
the buzz for fishing had been carefully bestowed upon two young 
impressionable minds. We packed the van and headed home full 
of pride… The future can be bright ,  if  you only inspire it .
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FARLOWS FARLOWS 
SESSIONSESSION

LIAM BACKX

BI was working the previous week in  Gui ldford,  f ishing on 
the Godalming club t icket  and banking my f irst  r iver  carp, 
so  I  was bursting with confidence leading up to  Farlows on 
Friday.  I  arrived early  afternoon to  quite  an empty lake,  and a 
quiet  Farlows is  very rare .  I  went  about  my business ,  doing a 
couple  of  laps of  the lake before I  made base camp in peg 49, 
as  i t  was black with carp on a  SW wind.  After  leading around 
trying to  f ind some clear  spots ,  I  came across  a  short  range 
spot  that  I  put  two rods on,  both on a  DNA Baits  S7 Half  Tone 
pop-up and laid on a  few Spombs of  Mini  Mix ,  as  I  was only 
f ishing for  one bite .  I t ’s  very weedy in  front  of  49,  and on the 
third rod,  I  attacked the weed with a  sol id  bag ful l  of  DNA 
Baits  Crayfish Mini  Mix with a  white  Half  Tone S7 pop-up.  The 
fol lowing morning then led into these two dark creatures .  I 
was absolutely  over the moon to  land these Farlows carp,  as 
i t ’s  only  my second tr ip  on the lake,  with the f irst  session 
being a  massive success  landing seven carp to  33lbs .
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DIARY OF AN DIARY OF AN 
URBAN MYTHURBAN MYTH

TERRY DEMPSEY

Rob Maylin –  Well ,  i t ’s  the f irst  of  October,  and I ’ve  met  up 
with one of  the busiest  men in  the f ishing game,  the urban 
legend himself  and head honcho at  Urban Baits ,  Terry Dempsey. 
Bel ieve i t  or  not ,  I ’ve  been trying to  get  together with Terry 
s ince Apri l  of  this  year.  We met  up last  t ime at  the Five Lakes 
Show we were talking about ,  gett ing the Strawberry Nutcracker 
subscription deal  going in  Big  Carp and said we would meet 
the fol lowing week down at  the coffee shop,  have a  coffee and 
a  chat  have a  catch up on old t imes because we always have a 
bloody good laugh when we are together talking about  steal ing 
milk  bott les  when we use to  f ish in  the old days –  steal ing 
milk  off  people ’s  doorsteps,  so  we had some milk  down the 
lake… Anyway,  I ’ve  been wait ing s ince Apri l .  The guy ’s  so busy, 
we have put  the meeting back and back and back –  May,  June, 
July,  August  –  we are r ight  through to  summer and not  able  to 
get  a  minute together.  He’s  so busy been on Dragon’s  Den,  and 
we wil l  te l l  you about  that  in  a  minute .  Well ,  f inal ly  here we 
are in  October down at  the coffee shop catching up with how 
things are going.
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He’s  had some fantastic  f ish lately.  You have probably seen 

him on the front  of  Free Line magazine with a  lovely  scaly  f ish , 
and he’s  also on the front  of  the fol lowing month’s  issue,  just  a 
l i t t le  picture of  him and Daniel .  I  think the f ish was cal led Max 
Factor  from Oxford way,  again an awesome looking carp that 
Terry is  going to  tel l  us  al l  about .  While  we are here,  another 
thing I  wanted to  do with Terry was to  tap his  brain on his  old 
school  carp f ishing baits .  We al l  know these carp f ishing baits 
of  Terry ’s  have been very successful  over  the years .  A lot  of 
these have stood the test  of  t ime and go back quite  a  way in 
the development of  his  recipes .  I  mean,  we have gone past  the 
days of  a  bucket  of  peanuts  to  last  us  al l  summer.  I ’m going to 
speak to  Terry for  a  di f ferent  magazine about  his  thoughts  on 
the old school  and the baits  from the good old days ,  so  I  wil l 
pass  you over to  Terry now.  This  piece is  cal led “While  The 
Cat ’s  Away ”.  Terry ’s  wife  was away in  Russia  vis it ing family, 
so  he took the opportunity  to  get  out  and visit  a  few lakes 
with devastating ef fect .

Terry Dempsey –  Good to  see you,  Rob.  I t  doesn’t  seem l ike 
s ix  months,  but  i t  is  now,  isn’t  i t?  As  you know,  I ’ve  had a  busy 
year;  the bait  scene is  real ly  busy in  the spring,  so  my f ishing 
t ime is  very l imited.  I  did join the Woolpack this  year.  I ’ve 
been meaning to  join the Woolpack for  a  few years .  J im did 
a  bit  over  there,  and I  did f ish i t  original ly,  going al l  the way 
back to  the early  90s.  I  f ished up on Litt le  Paxton and Royston 
in  the 80s and caught  some beauti ful  Leneys out  of  there.  In 
those days ,  we were after  those old scaly  mirrors  al l  that  t ime 
back.  I  heard about  the Woolpack probably was around late 
80s,  and I  f irst  f ished up there in  probably 91 when a  couple 
of  us  went  up there and f ished i t .  We didn’t  do much up there; 
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we went  up there in  the winter,  but  we could tel l  i t  was a  nice 
place ,  and I  was looking forward to  going back up there.  This 
year  I  heard that  some of  the f ish are st i l l  in  there,  and the 
ones I  f ished for  in  91 are st i l l  in  there.  They are probably as 
old as  me,  you know,  Rob,  easi ly… so they are great  old f ish . 

I  had seen the odd picture of  f ish that  J im had caught  and a 
few other people ,  so  I  was excited about  gett ing up there.  I  f irst 
went  up there for  my f irst  tr ip  on a  two-nighter  in  May.  I t  had 
been f ishing real ly  quiet ,  as  we had a  bit  of  a  cold spring,  but 
I  went  up there anyway.  I  didn’t  real ly  know what  to  expect , 
being a  new water  with quite  a  low stock.  I  don’t  think there 
are a  lot  of  carp in  there,  only  20 or  30 carp.  I  was f ishing 
lakes 5  and 6,  which are joined together.  I  was pretty  lucky,  as 
on my f irst  walk around I  saw a f ish poke i ts  head out  just  by 
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an absolute  beauty.  I  stuck him back in  the water  and put  my 
rod back out  on the bush where this  f ish had rol led,  and over 
the next  two nights ,  I  landed three.  I  had a  f ish cal led Clover 
at  37lb,  a  beauti ful  big  50-year-old common.  I  had another 
mirror  just  under 29 too,  so  I  had a  29,  a  28 and a  37 f irst  tr ip . 
Nothing else  had been out  i t ;  i t  had been dead.  Everyone else 
was blanking down there,  so  I  walked away laughing my head 
off  a l l  the way back to  London.  I t ’s  a  fair  old drive –  100 miles , 
and I  was just  laughing my head off  thinking,  you lucky git !

Anyway,  i t  was quite  a  while  before my wife  let  me back down 
there,  and i t  wasn’t  unti l  July  that  the handcuffs  came off  and 
I  was back off  on the road to  the Woolpack.  Tanya had taken 
Daniel  away for  two and a  half  weeks,  and she knows exactly 
what  I ’m l ike .  As  soon as  she was dropped at  the airport ,  I 
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didn’t  go home again unti l  the day she came back.  She’s  been 
known to go away for  f ive  weeks to  her  mum’s  with the kids  in 
the summer hol idays ,  and I  don’t  think I  spent  a  night  at  home 
or  at  work for  any of  those f ive  weeks. 

Anyway,  I  went  straight  up to  the Woolpack.  I ’d  only  done 
two nights  on there,  and I  wanted to  get  some use of  my t icket . 
I  had a  good walk around,  and i t  was total ly  di f ferent  to  when I 
f ished i t  in  May.  Being July,  there was weed al l  over  the surface. 
I t  was so weedy;  i t  looked absolutely  beauti ful .  I  found some 
f ish in  a  weed bed up at  one end.  The next  thing I  was having a 
lead around from the other  s ide,  trying to  cast  across .  I  found 
a  l i t t le  drop,  and there is  a  load of  weed,  a  l i t t le  channel  in  the 
weed and a  l i t t le  s i l ty  pocket .  I  found this  spot ,  and I  thought , 
lovely,  and put  a  bit  of  bait  on i t .  I  found another spot  to  the 
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left  and put  a  bit  of  bait  on that  too.  I  did the night ,  but  didn’t 
get  anything. 

I  woke up in  the morning,  and the lake looked dead.  As  i t 
started warming up sort  of  mid-morning,  I  saw some f ish 
heading down to the corner to  my right ,  and they were 
swimming right  into a  set  of  pads.  I  could see them mil l ing 
around,  going back up into the thick weed bed,  so  I  thought , 
I ’m going to  have a  go down there to  see what  i t ’s  l ike .  There 
is  a  l i t t le  spot  down there where you can walk r ight  into the 
bank,  so  I  walked down there,  and I  had about  a  ki lo  and a  half 
of  crumbed boi l ie ,  which I  chucked al l  a long where there was 
a  load of  scum in the edge that  had blown in al l  around these 
pads and around this  f loating weed and stuff .  I  chucked al l 
this  chopped boi l ie  round the edge of  this  scum,  walked back 
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to  my swim and thought  I  would go and check that .
Half  an hour later,  I  walked down there,  and I  saw a big 

mirror  swimming off  r ight  near  from where the boi l ie  was 
chucked in .  I  stood there for  about  two minutes ,  and I  saw a 
l i t t le  patch of  f izz  come up right  on top of  the bait ,  so  I  knew 
they had been in  there investigating.  I  thought  that ’s  a  spot 
for  tonight ,  so  that ’s  what  I  did .  Just  before dark,  I  had to  wade 
out  up to  my waist  in  the lake to  cast  this  rod.  Now being a 
left-hander,  i t  was perfect  because I  can f ish the r ight  corners 
a  lot  better  than the r ight-handers  can.  The r ight-handers  can 
f ish the left  corners  better  than I  can,  but  i f  you get  a  r ight 
corner,  you aren’t  gett ing anyone f ishing i t  better  than me 
because I  can f ish i t  as  a  left  hander.  I  do f ish with my right 
hand as  wel l ,  so  I  do cast  with my right  hand as  wel l ,  but  mostly 
I ’m a  left-hand caster.  I  love f ishing those spots  because I ’m 
gett ing where most  people  can’t  get ,  as  most  people  are r ight 
handed.  I  tucked the rod right  down in this  scum – practical ly 
the perfect  cast .  I  chucked a  load more bait  in  there,  about 
ki lo  of  chopped boi l ies ,  and forgot  al l  about  i t . 

The next  morning,  I  was s itt ing there,  and al l  of  a  sudden, 
the t ip  just  went  r ight  round on the corner rod,  and I  had 
an epic  batt le  and landed the big  l inear.  What  a  f ish –  the 
most  amazing looking carp –  another f ish that ’s  50 years  old , 
a  proper Leney mirror  that  was stocked,  an absolutely  mental 
f ish .  Anyway,  I  was real ly  buzzing… I  had done two nights  by 
then,  and because I  had a  bit  of  t ime on my hands,  I  phoned 
up the owner.  You’re  only  al lowed to  do one week a  year,  as 
i ts  three nights  and you have got  to  get  of f ,  and my Savay rota 
started on the fol lowing Sunday.  So this  was about  Tuesday 
or  Wednesday,  so  I  thought  I ’d  phone him and see i f  I  could 
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stay down a few extra days ‘cos  i t  would probably be my only 
tr ip  of  the year  and I  might  get  one more tr ip .  He let  me,  and 
I  ended up staying another three or  four nights ,  but  the f ish 
that  I  caught  was the f ish I  was talking about  al l  through the 
spring.

There was a  f ish cal led the Woodcarving Common,  which 
goes low 40s and i ts  50 years  old ,  but  i t ’s  the most  mint  cap 
you have ever  seen;  i t ’s  such a  character  of  a  common.  Then 
there is  another big  plated in  there which is  cal led the Pit  4 
Ful ly,  which does 40,  and i t ’s  just  mauve and pink and black 
and reds.  This  thing is  the most  amazing colours ,  and again 
i t ’s  a  ful ly  50-year-old Leney –  such a  f ish .  The way the session 
went  was unbelievable  because to  start  with,  I  wanted the big 
l inear,  that  was my target ,  and I  caught  him.  Then my target 
was the Woodcarving Common.
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Anyway,  I  got  a  take at  one o’c lock in  the morning.  I  was out 
in  the lake up to  my chest ,  playing this  f ish as  i t  was weeding 
me up down to the r ight .  I  thought  i t  was only  a  small  f ish ,  and 
I  heaved i t  into the net .  I  thought  i t  might  have been a  tench, 
but  when I  got  i t  in  the net ,  I  looked and I  could see i t  was a 
common,  so I  thought ,  lovely.  There was a  load of  weed in  the 
net ,  so  I  hoisted i t  onto the bank,  and when I  got  my torch on 
i t ,  I  recognised i t  straight  away as  the Woodcarving Common, 
the biggest  carp in  the lake.  I  was buzzing now,  wading in  the 
dark into the lake.  I t  went  41 and a  half ,  and i t  was about  3ft 
long this  thing.  I  put  that  back,  and I  was buzzing for  the rest 
of  the day walking about .  Al l  I  could think about  was gett ing 
the Big  Ful ly,  as  I  knew things were happening for  me now I 
was in  the groove. 

Anyway,  at  hal f  one in  the morning from rod out  in  the middle 
of  the lake,  f ishing over a  big  bucket  of  chopped boi l ie  and 
hemp.  I  got  an absolutely  melt ing take,  just  a  one-noter.  I  had 
another big  f ight ,  and in  the moonlight  I  could see this  f ish 
coming around with a  big  tai l .  I  netted i t ,  and you know,  when 
your luck’s  in… I  just  knew even before I  looked in  that  net 
that  i t  was going to  be that  f ish –  you know,  don’t  ya?  I  looked 
in  the net ,  and that  was i t  –  the Big  Ful ly,  so  I  had the three 
big  targets  and Clover and a  couple  of  other  f ish to  boot  in  a 
handful  of  nights ’  f ishing.  What  to  do? Do you go back after 
that ,  or  do you say,  let ’s  never go back again and move on? I 
have the best  memories  of  the eight  nights  I  did there –  such 
a  beauti ful  lake,  a  stunning,  natural  place ,  and the f ish are 
absolutely  amazing to  be honest .

I  packed up there on the Sunday morning early  and went 
straight  down for  the draw at  Savay,  which was being a  gruel ler 
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as usual .  I t  took me two days to  f ind f ish ,  and i t  wasn’t  t i l l  the 
Tuesday morning that  I  actual ly  found f ish that  I  could f ish for 
anyway.  I  baited a  spot  at  about  90 yards on a  l i t t le  bar  with a 
l i t t le  bit  of  gravel  there.  I  had seen f ish there in  the morning 
in  the same area,  so  I  must  have put  20 Spombs out  of  chopped 
boi l ie  and hemp,  and f ished a  l i t t le  wafter  in  amongst  them. 

In  the morning,  I  woke up,  and the f ish were back there again 
and showing.  About  half  seven in  the morning,  I  got  a  r ipping 
take and played in  another good f ish .  I  got  i t  in  the net ,  and 
when I  looked,  i t  was one of  the known big  Savay commons. 
This  f ish normally  goes 40,  and they cal l  i t  the Lump of  Lead 
Common.  I t  went  38lb at  this  t ime,  but  again,  what  a  stunning 
old f ish –  another 40 or  50-year-old original  carp,  so  I  was 
buzzing,  you know.  I t  was unbelievable  considering the t ime 
I  get ,  as  the Savay f ish are low stock in  70 acres ,  and they are 
few and far  between.  So,  in  one session so I  had four f ish over 
38,  and without  even going home to have a  wash,  straight  from 
there I  went  to  Christchurch and did a  l i t t le  session and had a 
20lb double  l inear  –  a  belter. 

Daniel  came back with his  mum from his  grandmother’s , 
and I  grabbed him straight  away and took him back down 
to Christchurch with me.  He had a  f loat  rod,  and we started 
f loat  f ishing,  gett ing him into his  f loat  f ishing,  and we were 
catching perch and roach.  He was absolutely  loving i t ,  but  we 
couldn’t  real ly  get  on the carp,  as  they were sort  of  held up 
at  either  end in  al l  the weed.  Anyway,  during the week one of 
the guys moved,  and we got  in  one of  the good swims where 
the f ish were held up,  and about  two or  three in  the morning, 
I  got  a  belt ing take.  This  thing was pul l ing l ike a  horse,  and i t 
weeded me up in  the thick weed.  Daniel  and I  were standing 
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there,  I  was shaking,  the rod was bending over double ,  and 
this  thing wasn’t  moving.  So I  put  the rod on the rest ,  put  the 
kett le  on,  and we were looking at  each other l ike ,  what  can we 
do? Daniel ’s  l ike ,  “Dad,  come on,  pul l !  Pul l  i t  harder and get 
i t  out!”  I  said ,  “No,  I  don’t  want  to  lose i t !”  I  said we could go 
and look for  a  boat ,  so  we went  looking for  a  boat  at  hal f  three 
in  the morning with a  torch,  with him in his  l i t t le  wel l ies ,  and 
I  was running around barefoot ,  as  I ’d  just  got  out  of  the bivvy 
to  play a  f ish . 

Anyway,  we found a boat ,  but it  had a lock on it ,  and we 
couldn’t  unlock it .  I  started waking up some other anglers to 
see if  anyone knew who had a key to this boat .  It  turned out 
that I  woke up the right person,  and he phoned someone who 
lived in the house just over the back,  an absolutely bril l iant 
guy who came down in the middle of  the night with a key and 
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that I  woke up the right person,  and he phoned someone who 
lived in the house just over the back,  an absolutely bril l iant 
guy who came down in the middle of  the night with a key and 
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unlocked the boat for me.  The next thing,  I  was paddling out in 
the boat with Daniel  shouting,  “Be careful ,  Dad! Don’t  fall  in!” 

I  got  out  there with a  torch.  I  was using a  washed-out  pink 
pop-up,  one of  our Tuna and Garl ics ,  and al l  I  could see was this 
pink pop-up sitt ing there and a  big  pair  of  white  l ips  around 
it ,  just  opening and closing in  the torchl ight .  I t  couldn’t  see 
me,  as  i ts  head was covered in  weed,  so  I  posit ioned the boat 
r ight  in  front  so the l ips  were facing me,  and I  lowered the net 
r ight  along the front  of  the boat .  I  got  my net  there,  and the 
l ips  were just  opening up,  and this  pop-up was just  glowing in 
the l ight  of  my torch.  I ts  eyes were al l  covered over,  so  I  know 
he couldn’t  see me.  I t  was so cheeky and bri l l iant  the way I 
did i t ;  I  started taking some weed off  his  back,  and I  just  gave 
him a l i t t le  tug with my hook l ink,  and he swam straight  into 
the net .  I  shouted,  “Got  him,  Dan!” 

This  is  no word of  a  l ie  and the strangest  part  of  the story… 
Daniel ’s  done a  fair  few nights  with me on dif ferent  lakes , 
and he gets  to  know the names of  the f ish .  When we used 
to  f ish Winghams,  he used to  know al l  the names of  the f ish 
‘cos  he had seen me catch known f ish,  and he had heard me 
speak about  them.  He had been l istening to  the guys down at 
Linch Hil l ,  and just  before we went  to  bed that  night ,  he said , 
“You’re  gonna catch Max Factor  tonight ,  Dad!”  He said ,  ”My 
fr iend Max is  German,  and the German carp are very pretty, 
and Max Factor  is  a  pretty  carp,  so  i t  must  be German.”  I t  was 
a  typical  thing to  come out  of  a  nine-year-old’s  mouth.  Now, 
I  a in’t  got  a  c lue about  Max Factor;  I  don’t  know any of  the 
f ish in  Linch.  We got  this  f ish in  the net ,  and i t  was a  big  ful ly 
scaled.  We weighed i t  up at  around 35lbs and stuck i t  in  the 
retainer unti l  the morning 
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In  the morning,  as  i t  got  to  f irst  l ight ,  we shouted out  to  a 
few of  the locals ,  and they came round with their  cameras .  I t 
was unbelievable  –  as  we opened the retainer al l  the locals 
shouted out ,  “That ’s  Max Factor!”  I t ’s  typical  from a kid ,  the 
intuit ive stuff… So that  was a  good session,  and in  just  a  short 
bit  of  f ishing,  I  landed six  over 35lbs ,  a  couple  of  28s and 20 
double  l inear,  but  I ’m back to  real i ty  now.

Rob Maylin –  You say real i ty  you had your f irst  TV appearance 
Terry Dempsey –  Yeah I  was on BBC 2.  I  forgot  al l  about 

that .  Bl imey,  that  was a  turn up for  the books wasn’t  i t?  I  st i l l 
haven’t  seen i t … I  won’t  watch i t .  I  went  to  bed about  quarter 
to  eight  and turned the phone off  for  two days .

Rob Maylin –  Excel lent!  Considering you don’t  get  much t ime 
for  f ishing,  you certainly  do make the best  of  the t ime when 
you get  i t .  Thank you for  sharing al l  those memories  with us , 
Tel… that ’s  fantast ic . 
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Over the course of  two nights ,  I  landed f ive f ish from an 
area I  have been bait ing with The Source,  Monster  Tiger  Nuts 
and sweetcorn.  The area I  was f ishing was a  heavi ly  weeded 
bay,  and the f ish were c learly  held up there.  I  scattered 3kg 
of  Source in  a  c lear  channel  between two large weed beds and 
presented hinge st i f f  r igs  topped with white  Source pop-ups 
as  hook baits .

Unfortunately,  I  was burdened with an airport  pick-up for 
my sister  on the Friday night ,  so  I  got  down to the lake at 
dawn on Saturday.  They were def initely  in  the area,  and three 
r igs  were soon f l icked to  their  respective spots  fol lowed by a 
top-up of  boi l ies .  At  120 acres  and with a  very low stock,  i t 
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was never going to  be easy f ishing.  From what  I  can tel l ,  the 
reservoir  has  been f ishing terribly  this  year  with only  eight 
f ish known to have been out  s ince November last  year.  Despite 
this ,  I  remained confident  as  condit ions looked spot-on and 
importantly,  I  was on f ish .  The weather was prime;  a  noticeable 
drop in  pressure and a  warm southwesterly  blowing r ight  into 
the bay.  I  didn’t  think the f ish would be leaving,  and in  the 
early  afternoon,  I  received an absolutely  savage take on my 
right  hand rod.  Fishing a  t ight  c lutch and a  drop-off  lead,  the 
f ish came straight  to  the surface,  but  soon found sanctuary in 
a  thick weed bed.  I  fe l t  the odd kick as  I  bul l ied a  huge bal l 
of  weed into my net ,  and i t  wasn’t  long before I  was holding a 
prist ine mid double  common for  the camera… not  one of  the 
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elusive mirrors ,  but  I  was buzzing nonetheless .  The plan was 
coming together!

With the rods al l  sorted for  the night ,  I  cracked open a 
celebratory can of  Speckled Hen as  the carp put  on an evening 
display,  boshing al l  over  the bait ,  a  real ly  rare s ite  on the 
reservoir.  Needless  to  say I  went  to  bed an extremely confident 
angler  that  night!  At  04:15,  the left  hand rod was away with 
another screaming take,  which I  managed to  get  on f i lm!  The 
powerful  f ish took me into a  large submerged weeded,  and I 
was just  pul l ing through when I  caught  a  gl impse of  a  l inear 
pattern on i ts  f lank.  The f ish began plodding around in  the 
shal low margins with a  huge clump of  weed over i ts  head 
when disaster  struck and the hook pul led.  I  was absolutely 
distraught … takes on the reservoir  were few and far  between, 
and I  did not  want  to  be losing them.  A fresh r ig  was t ied 
and steamed before being f l icked back out  to  the c lear  spot 
between the weed,  and another 50 or  so baits  fol lowed. 

After  guzzl ing down countless  cups of  tea  and rel iving the 
hook pul l  incident  in  my head,  I  was left  staring at  my left 
hand rod as  the bobbin raised several  inches .  I  looked out  to 
the spot  where I  saw a huge f izz  of  bubbles  break the surface 
fol lowed by the unrecognisable  tone of  my buzzer;  the rod had 
only  been back out  an hour,  and i t  was away again.  The f ish 
surfaced almost  instantly,  and after  an init ial  surge to  bury 
i tsel f  in  weed,  I  bul l ied i t  towards me where i t  plodded i ts  way 
into my net .  A  quick look through the weed,  and I  recognised 
i t  to  be one of  the original  mirrors . 

With the f ish recovering safely  in  the retainer  for  a  few 
minutes ,  I  was redoing the rod when my middle  rod melted 
off ,  and I  was into another angry carp.  I  walked up the bank 
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to  gain as  much height  as  possible ,  and l ike the f irst ,  I  just 
fe lt  the odd kick as  I  bought  a  huge bed of  weed towards me. 
I t  was soon engulfed in  my net ,  the result  being a  pretty  l i t t le 
common at  a  l i t t le  under 20lbs .  The mirror  went  26lbs ,  and i t 
was a  proper old brute ,  scratches and scars  al l  over  i ts  leathery 
body –  i t  certainly  was a  character. 

The day passed by with no other act ion but  there were f ish 
st i l l  around,  enjoying the warmth of  the sun as  they nest led 
into the weed.  I  was meant  to  be off  that  afternoon,  but  just 
knew I  had to  wangle  another night ,  even i f  i t  did mean an 
evening without  food and an early  morning pack down for 
work.  I  made sure al l  the rods were perfect  for  bite  t ime,  so 
I  spent  the late  afternoon ensuring to  get  good drops and 
perfect  l ine lay before sett l ing in  for  the night .  This  proved a 
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l i t t le  tr icky,  as  there was a  noticeable  crosswind to  deal  with, 
but  with perseverance,  I  soon had three baits  where I  wanted 
them with my l ine lying careful ly  over  the problematic  weed. 
I  anticipated dawn bites  again,  so  was pleasantly  surprised 
when the middle  rod screamed off  at  8pm. 

My mate Harry had joined me for  the last  night ,  and I  was in 
his  swim,  eating one of  his  burgers ,  when we heard the take. 
Needless  to  say my burger ended up in  a  bush somewhere as 
I  sprinted through the bankside shrubbery to  my rod.  With 
Harry ’s  help ,  i t  made things so much easier,  as  he waded out 
into the bay to  net  the f ish ,  and what  a  f ish i t  was –  one I  had 
set  my eyes on last  year  –  a  lovely  ful ly  with a  huge,  unmarked 
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tai l .  She was down in weight  fol lowing her  recent  spawning, 
but  her  condit ion was sublime.  I  was absolutely  buzzing;  doing 
the extra  night  had certainly  paid off .

At  3:30am,  Harry received a  steady take on his  r ight  hand 
rod,  which ended up being a  r ight  old batt le .  As  dawn broke, 
we were up to  our chests  in  water,  working together to  break 
through the thick weed surrounding the f ish .  After  ten minutes 
of  standsti l l ,  we had our breakthrough as  the f ish surfaced, 
a l lowing me to  scoop i t  up in  the net .  With pictures  done and 
a  quick cuppa,  I  st i l l  had two hours unti l  my alarm was due to 
sound,  so with a  ful l  day of  work ahead of  me,  I  opted for  a  few 
more hours’  shuteye. 

I  was just  fa l l ing back into the land of  nod when I  had a 
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screamer on my right  hand rod.  I  was straight  on i t  as  the f ish 
surfaced at  range before surging into a  nearby weed bed.  I 
again,  walked onto the highest  ground possible  where I  kept 
steady pressure on and drew the f ish the eighty or  so yards 
towards me.  Thankful ly,  Harry was again at  hand with the 
net ,  and before long,  the most  perfect  ful ly  was in  my net ,  a 
target  f ish that  I  had seen some photos of  a  few years  ago.  We 
weighed and photographed the f ish as  the sun rose fol lowed 
by one last  brew before I  packed down for  work.  Five carp in 
a  weekend from the Big  Pit  was more than I  could ever have 
dreamed… I  can’t  wait  to  get  back down there in  the week and 
hopeful ly  land one of  the real ly  big  girls .
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